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For SATIfSl 
who sn l hr .summer of 
a year of crisis 

asked.. fJ Wb it's jI ngam? Can'L begin 
anything new at yuur dge'? 

Why notV 
and £DL me gnme. 



AJdw 7'eJf rue. if you pleiw, a'/hTl is the greatest 

ctipi'ltflrlf^U ifjnf prhl rl hilS jm thiB imrSd? 

Bubal; Ah, pirvt ?J fs tf/lm t a father /frrds hwself 
embraced by /rrs s.ow. 



Irr Hu* /rtsiory J hue held firmly ta i( tlmt th truth •should be micftftf in 
flurry matter, iirni (hi every rtci rfiaidd be recorded precisely a$ it 
occurred . . I /mk srt doom of good md bad whatever a known 

— Emperor Babur m EfllfUf-HfiHffl 



! give fbe story as l received it; to contradict ai 15 not j rr my power, 
— Francois Bernier in his report on Mughal India. 
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A ck n ow I e d gem en t s 



T]ip gods have been kind to Hu:, unbeliever Al .every moment nl 
pressing need, ns l pi added on interminably with the work un Ihi* 
hnuL r have received die needed support, often from une-x parted 
m,ui-ci« nnd in unexpected wavr, even without my asking for it, as .1 
gilt from (he. god &. 

Several friends read portions ol the man u scrip', it different stages 
and pace help and encouragement Of them f luie 1 ■ make .i special 
mention .of two, S.ila Bnlumth and Nancy Gandhi, whose Lontributions 
have been direct and crucial, and have mattered to me fnr mure than 
I have tier had die grace to show 

SiLa, a colleague of mme when l was living disguised a 4 ini vdibt 
of a fortnightly magazine, was the first person with whom l discussed 
this prefect She I lien scoured the Libraries and pressed honks on me 
and did much to harden my tenuous idea into a firm prnjt ct Later she 
read through the entire first draft of the book.. nuking valuable 
suggestions and hectoring me to work harder, challenging me to be 
butter than E. am. often flinging at me the very precept on w»n h 1 u 
to hula forth at edltpnai meetings Her support has been mint liable in 
sustaining this project 

Equally invaluable has been the contribution pf Nanev. who came 
LTi when 1 was completing the second draft and WH’ dtspuratfl', 
baking for hutneone tu mad it before l went m fnr the final revismi 
Nancy, patient and thorough, punctilious in observing grammar 

conventions and puritanical in her aversion to nmn mental inn. has :u 

the ideal editor fnr me, better than I cnuid have dreamed of She gave 
nie the second wind needed to complete tins work 

" 1 should also record my gratitude Id S Knshn.m who read n 
early chapters of the bonk and buoyed me Up with he, enthusiasm, to 
I -j T iy J jCufian, ivhOL-e triticaJ comments enabled me to firm up til..- 
h'apter OO Mughal economy, to David Davidar, Editor anil Fubiiaher 
pi Penguin India, whose prompt nnd positive response to be book 
H;t,ved me ail the soul-numbing publisElmg hassles; and to Ravi SutgEfc 
mi editor at Penguin , who e Xpert) 1 ,- put the hook through its rin.tl 

places 



Preface 



S Knvc in my study, on l hi- eld, worm holt pitted lawk desk at which 
I work, An fohti'e|ii& stbnte Jbiefld df Buddha, les 1 ? than a foot high, which 

I had picked up ninny years ape m Nf.nl ms from .1 pavement iLinkwalfeh 

II is ' L fme phkfe, its chfeelled Im^gs perfect, MM slightly bent 
sLdewnvs, as if trying Ln anchor a memory or 4 dream, eyes h,ilf-i:lo‘*d 
meditatively A thick put inn nf grime lingua the handsome. mm fn 
W ilh ei ptctiliax sadness, the anguish of i compassion^ outsider, 
concerned with the human predicament, but not involved with it 

Ovlt the year-, ns [ laboured on tins honk the passionate 

companion of Buddha, hnd seemed to me ihe perfect ideal fen i indents 
N hiitory though of course we would all fad disgracefully to hue up 
t P jl fl’.e passions nJ our lives and he furies of our age knead and 
rework ns continually on the -low wheel of lime 



v time reworks us, we rework h. story 'All works of hfetory a* 
huerim reports; say- American historian fohn Nobis WJford tfhal 
nuiipje did in the past US not preserved in amber irtioiulabfe 

tlirouuli iHl- ages. Each genu m Lion looks back and drnwmp i - -'ri 

wpjaaiHlct presumes In rmd patterns Ihnl murnirate both past 

and □ resen kf ...... • 

Nothlrifi ever qillfe dies I he past e.s nearly 2b eLi'.e as Lne pr^ L n 

and Lt changes a? the present changes, I he historical past as, muen as 
pur neison a I hast The bate feci s of history do not oF ctmme change, 
f-ycenl for bijcastotifli emendations, but the way feels inter! >ck and. 
change colour Id make patterns IS unique to each generation, indeed la 
uacJ historian No particular r« presentation or the past has therefore 
nrn iibsnluto and the value of any historical work lepandi, 

hMgely on the felicitous catalysis oi the personal vision into S universal 

Vision' It is essenliahy a triumph of art. 

The mutability ot human perceptions apart, thene are Other -.LiT-rn - 1 - 
Li i definitive understanding of (he historical processes Man cannot as 
MLeri Camus says Ln tke RtLvl. grasp the totality of Mabry hi 

lives iri the midsL of this tqtaUty Historv as an Entirety, could, exist 
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only ni the eyes of on observer Qu&dc it md outode the world ' El i, 
u , foci uimsfelt! for mnn to know ihe fui.il troth even <iboui any 
narttcul-ir aVenl in history Iwwefcr trivial it might be, for hr. himself 
[rttlma m time does not hflvc Ihe perepcetive 10 hoe all its relevant 
connection* and discern where it would ultimately lead, n c - Us 
conwquenoes, intersecting with the consequences of mymd other Events, 
proliferate endlessly into the future "-Historical reason will n^ver be 
fulfilled and will never have ils full meaning or value until ihe end of 
history H " argues Camus "The purely historical absolute is not oven 

conceivable.' - . , , . , - 

1,'Vlicn we consider these all tod evident limitations oi wnlmg 

haKtncv. it seams amazing that academic historians in modem tim® 
have cent! rally laid claim to scientific precision for their methodulog)'. 
and otyecuve validity for their theories Historical investigation has of 
course become more sophisticated lately, cspedaUy m the evaluation of 
uxdiaintogiflkL and philological data But this has come about mainly 
because ot advances in setenj|p and te^npiogy, und not because of any 
radical change m l be mcLhniology ol lusl-on The charae ler of history 
has not changed, 

But the garb of historians has changed, fur they have suited up for 
thmr new role as scKTjnl saenli&i? LJni'or Innately , many historians, in 
l heir Hscitemiht aL being recognized as social scientists, overlooked the 
fact th-il while seientihr discoveries are sequential and mark a linear 
progress — with new discoveries displacing or modifying old theories — 
jii'W Interpretations of history seldom displace old mterpretahurui, for 
they are only lends, al best philosophies, nut discoveries The 
unpredictability of human affairs makes historical analysis, for all its 
vaunted sdnnbfic methodology, <±ssimtMy on act of faith lvli.it we 
find depends a lot an wluil we are. 

Thtfre were other coiriplkahont tun. Observes Harvard professor 
Simon Schama "As hBtoriins uislitiUionnlLzcd themselves into an 
academic profession.," 1 hoy turned away from "lusloriceJ realities’* to 
' histonngraphLral obsessions'' Their locus then -.h if ted 1mm persons 
mid C', elltS ihe fle=.h and blood 4 if history, to abstract struchiiHS of their 
own construction Tins pursuit trapped historians in a maze of sophistry, 
the sterile, seif-tibutave game Of thought, involving a v e r- e In b u ra ti □ Erv- 
and supcrsubtlatius which made little ^nse. 



Now al last historians are beginning io ijrnpe Ihetr way oul of (he 
maze .And gradually^ renouncing Ihe conceits of the recent past> they 
.ire reluming to their primary function- to resuscitate the past -and 

HI 
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ft-li-.un Jt info the prevent rhal is wh.it hwnry if. all about Herodotus 
the fifth century Bt Greek father of history, has said il .ill m iht 
operting sentence of his brink "Tiir- J& a publication nf the ri'v. an -In* - ui 
Henutotus F-lalic.imiissus, in order ihai the isdflb'ris of men m,iy not be 
if Faced by lime " The historian's profession, a*, Ihe nineteenth 
ceuUiry French scholar Jules Michelet stated, is to bring "things hack to 
life-" Says Schama "T have Ined to bring a world to lift- rather than 
entomb It in erudite discourse. - ' 

In this rote, the historian dots not merely log urd mferpn 1 data he 
portrays life and telk i story Meticulous reraiirii is essitnllal, and 
L vivid writing, to enable readers to viranmrdy < xpertence life in nil er 
1 1 tn es other places When History is voked to Ituronr- md formulas, .k 
sa p dries up Then it neither c-n lightens nor sensitizes 

The sloughing off of the ill-fitting vestments of -nicnn by historian*, 
rlov:. nut make history worthlr- .. but n doer-, changi? the nature of its 
worth Sensitizing 1 h. present to rhe pn^t i- not a value neutral pruces-. 
Every retelling of history, if it is anything mure th.ii just i banal 
catalogue .if event** involves idenfipn, if only because even n the 
prunary level, a process of wltrcbon and evaluation of data a patiern- 
makina, ts involved, fhe historian might not he overtly judgemental 
hut judgement Ib implicit m the very telling of tire story Fads speak tor 
themselves, and when vividly presented, spenk loud and clear 

■|"h(? hislorisn is not ,i moral eunuch tn fact, it is his moral voice 
l hat gLves his work its unique timbre — not m nuKc rhi moral /nice is 
to treat history like paleobotany, witEi bland detachment bo, evan. 
while tire historian .re know I edges die provisional nature of a! 1 histoncal 
perceptions; he, like thu run u teen th-cenhiry Danish philosopher 
Kierkegaard, affirms his subjective certainty in ihe wnrld of objectm* 
uncertain ties Hi? rrnghi not ivivi: .my cosmic rofidiislons (o offer, hut 
he dcies take positions thal an? appropriate and necessary to his tunc* 
and pJace- 

The essential corollaries of this relativistic utlitude are mock-rahon, 
and toleranca. Hie historian affirms his views, hut humbly, Ctmsciotr:- 
that there are no absolutes As die saying goes, ihe while heron in the 
snow has a different colour. All perceptiDns, all truth, are relative 
Ved an twls would say, all are mays, menial constructs The eye looks 
tlie mind hpes 

To acknowledge the subjective and provisional nature of histoncal 
perceptions s& not to abandon the process of fair .ind unbiased colkthan 
and evaluation of data To adapt Tom Wolfe’s dictum the historian 
sees With an inipersonal eye, hut speaks with a personal voice rhe 
ideal of historical objKtivity lias been set down by several Mughal 

xiii 



J 1 KEF alt: 



wnlws 'll il Ihe dill-, cl nn hislcri.in fs W Jnilliful. to tali mi hop, 
' t DI M m fed! of" injury » ->”>« nn putd* ™ „n, side „ 

1 L«; ... I* id to.* ™ w**"* k-uv,, ,, „,„j . r .j 
S* :„nJ Id wrlW lunluns bul u-u «;1., Kh, t , ft* 
lourl'iM historian of Emparm Aui'MiR/eb In tlflt lM>b'o [ havsheld 
f.rmlv to It that the truth slwilH he HUM in ovary matter, and loot 
av J j 0 i ihould bo tLTOidad pterisel* .it 1.1 "cair^A" writes Samp, 

Babur in lus mono. tkvu. u., •-..«* 

porapuon, candid pnsenUtmn-lhi"* Were Babur* ideal*. The™ ,ire 

no better precepts Fur historians. 



Candour s major charm tit Itebur’s autobiography* arid so sh tl* 
richness of detail Fine detad-miaiteMS the life-blood o i history, ago! 
liletiiture Says Francois Bernier, a ;;eventeemh-refltiify Hrcnch IraVidter 
m his report on Mughal India "l agi« with Plutarch that trifling 
incidents ought nut be concealed, nnd that they often enable us to form 
IT . iriTl i accurate opinions bf the Miners and genius of a people than 
events of great impofte^G " Mapor events shape the contour;* of history 
but Lt is the particular that breaths life into it 

To give completeness to history miii to estahSish l he lot J context 
of tee, : i Li as essential to examine the details ot evinyday life, as of 
political, economic and soGO-culhiTnl developments In Lius, the historian 
Lit Mughal India L fortunate for IlLS sounres are numerous and Varied, and 
lire nd'i ill detail about every facet of lift. And I have quoted extensively 
trcian them, somewhat in the martnsff ot r-. reporter quoting eye witnessth., 
lo give immediacy and avithrntjcity tu the nnnvitivF. and to Jet I he- 
re .Uier see Mughal life through Lilt eyes of those who J W ii directly 
Thu basic concern ot the historian is,. I believe, similar Lo that of any 
.iitlous artist or creative iVriLur— Id share- experience and Lo elucidatt- 
i Ji e human condition Ihe historian too uses imagination and insighL. t*. ■ 
visualize w hat happened m history Lind presenl a coherent picture, 
.though he. unlike the creative- writer. has to work strictly within the 
bouridisriiit of known facts, and is nut free to invent eUtm tlio minutest 
detail What Richard l--.ynnr,.i n. said Of physicists applies to historian* 
too- "Our imagination is stretched to the utmost, not, as m fiction, to 
imagine things which are not ready there, hut fust ID comprehend those 
things Which arc there- '" Imagination, says American hi stnn Barbara 
Tuchman, er.ablas the historian to understand the evidence he has 
accumulated Imagination Stretches die available facte die artLst's 
eye. It leads you to I he nghf thing "' Methodical research builds the 
ship, imagination sids it 

xiv 
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rjns, volume an late medieval Indian hi non;,, from H2f- to 1707 i- par t 
of *1 fcjur-vulume study idled India Retold, that would, when completed, 
cover Lbe lustoiy of India fruut Lhe beginning up lu ES5S, chronologically 
i h ,.. i he third volumes in the proposed senes, (hough the first lo be 

" U %)v focus tit ill! volume is on the Mughal, empire, I hat ■ deoil With 
regional histories only m tiWft link* with Mughal hi&tury Kegmral 
^[opps—imJccd, even studiK of puh-regions and towns— .ire valuable, 
but impractical for the general historian I have fhuref ire flayed du-, 
t u the durntrimv liienm- ot the period, and iiavi fried to deal with ii 
Biihuuslively, b^nnR in mind Thomas vjnnn', dictum that n, thi 
exhaustive is truly interesting" But the exhaustiveness [ have .itfernplcd 
35 m presenting life in Its fullness, not in catelogihrig wen in [ have not, 
Jeit instance, listed many of the battles, but have on the otlier hand 
described a couple of battles in great detail, to show how Hit Mughal* 
f ought* I have also dealt with everyday life— f the people <m well as 
of the rulers -fl I great length, ri5 my objective is Lo portray lift* rather 
than merely to chronicle fusion, 



jf history is the mirror in which We recngnire ourselves js a people 
-hurt modem Indians can hardly recognrei. themselves in the mirror 
[tint is cotiyentiooailv held up to them Or. alternately, they imagine 
themselves to bu something I hey are not, ^ distortions in the mirror 
distort their self-perceptions, Tins is a modem predicament, a 
consequence of the psychic morphing of India, induced hutiaSly hv 
British imperial prejudice, ihpn by European rom^ntteism, and final] v 
by Indinn nalionalism, 

f fhEse distortions prevail even today, though times have changed. 
During the British rule.. Indians, SIS a subject people, needed the comfort 
and Strength of a presumed golden pasl to mould the nationalist 
sentiment and onergreo the freedom struggle But now half a cenlurv 
after independence, India cannot still subtLSt on I he mindset uf adolcscort 
nad Dnaiisrn , diewujg the cud of romamc fancy fo move on it ls 
imperative today to lift the veils vf bios, romance and myth ihto 
obscure India's image, and look truth in the eye The alternative is 
remain snored in atelf-delusions, Bghtrng quixotic hattlEs with dip spectres 
D f the past — die un for given colonial rute. or (fur some i the ev r -ET TT‘.'re 
unfurgiven Muslim invasion of India one Uwusand vttiu 5 ago 

I'rad Lb on, however glorious, is what a peuple have t,.. igCO ' ■ nut Ot 
The future is not a replica Of I he past, bid ils Itel f dnien I In ever', other 
mD|ur civUizaiiOte I He past ha- died su die lutura could be nonl, hut 

xv 






SnrfliJ see** to !>-■ killing the future Sb the past can live on India s tally 
bnpEii is Lh.it its is tiit? oldest living civilisation, but k that anything ta 
he "proud of? Thai India has not evolved" There is something very 
wfl Jn R v, lL h a people who Consider that the greatest that would ever b E 
hflS nletuiy h.-n. and Lhist this best they can do is to duplicate the pas! 

" Then: te of course much m the Indian heritage to he proud of, but 
tiierp is also much to be ashamed eta and holh have in be esnuiined 
,,,’ith candour Not to do so would be irresponsible. It is possible that 
sLirJi candour would be controversial tn a socio-'polj tii.nl environment In 
which expedient mvtta tyrannic reality As a Chinese raying has it, 
when the finger points to the muon, (he id Lot would lank at the Finger 
TiT.ll cannot be helped The historian is not mneomud with political 
correctness. 



Abraham Entity 

Madras 

December L9 : J5 
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THE MUGHAi THRONE 



Chapter One 



THE 
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ADVENT 




Like a King on a Chessboard 



]N r 1 3 1 C MONTH of Ram.idan u I 'hi' year b L| " «n flic iwi Lfih yt ir 
my nra? ! lu’Wim* mW m tht country of E r crgana ' So brgm the 
Tfl^cnoirspf Dalbur The dew v, .is Tuesday; "Tin June E494 Babur ■■ fattier, 
Um t ir Shc-iWi Mlrza, kirjg and pjgenn Fandi'ty had died In .1 fa T 
accident this preimiis day at Akh • ■ a northern fort ol Fergana when 
ins dovejfcbl. bulb ofi IN edge of n tuvinii m a nimt: uf tJns castle, 
tumbled into dlls river below in a landslide hearing him down With d 
'Umar Sheikh Minr-a flew With Jus pigtrnri and them him- and 
heciime a falcon/' writes Umbur 

Babur ivas born i>n 14th Febftwiy He was named Zphiruddm 
Muhattimad— Defender of the Fatih, Muhmnm»d4pii that wj- 
a rongn E-twister of an Arabic name for the rustics of Fergana, so 
Ihuy nicknamed the chiLd Babur. The name meant nger, and proved 

fitting *, , .. 

Babur's lineage was awesome n n ihe pmomiil side, he was tiie 

grandson of Sultan Abu Said Mmia ol HernL, a gnat-grandson uf 
frntur. the legendary Tartar hero On h 15 mother's side., hts gran d fat hr r 
wa5 YuiiLis Khaji of rapHW: I he Great Khari bf thu Mangolr, I tin 
thirteenth in the -.tin-. I line of distent from t hingir Khan Babur was 
thus a Turkp-fvlongol, as were most ol thu ruling class LTi iha man I 
cauldron of Central Asia; he >A r as in tart more a Mongol Eh, in a Tor' 
lor his paternal ancestor, Timur, though a Turk, by language and 
culture was al^o of Mongol descent Babur however, preferred to call 
himself a l urk — he considered Mongols to he uncouth h^rbertann and 
despised them, saying. ,J Were the Mongols a race of angels, it would 
still be a Vile nation '' 

Nothing much ES known about babur'^ mO titer except her name-: 
Qutluq Nigai- Khnnutst. and her Mprtgol Lineage Babur himself has 
hill? to say about her But there is a iively, randid profile Ol his lather 
m Jus memoirs Umar as Babur describes him, was a short stout 
powerfully built man— "not ui man bat tell to his blow he wrifes- 
slovenly in dress, gross m habits, bul amorous, and addicted lo alcohol 
opium and the game of draughts He was also, Babur wryly notes a 
vapid, poet 
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WHEN THE NEWS of hi- lather‘d deal h itiiidned kiLuir lv w.t- 
e^aniped, it bumg summer, m n garden rmtuidu Aivdizhgi, i.|„- ciipil^ 
ofFergfflii Hb immediate imJ dwirqcfcrbtitollv Thtvhti i ' oncum tl u i u L i | , 
he ty.i s but a child, was to lawur's his lh tm* As kh* eldpsl prihtei l':,. 
ihr^nu was his by right but tbit right could hi’ -enforced in ihc- vnJatiU 
nuiiiic.lL environment Central Asia, only by tlfo suitM Ho therefore 
hafttfly returned to Anihrli.ui, by hi-. ,imtni. And then iffor 

^ ir unoertalnty abaul whether tie would be received as king or inken 
captive the ascended the throne 

H lV au o shaky throne At thi Him «l B*m s -ill. ssmn, hu-gana 
WJ ps undur At Lock bv tw'n ul tun uncles, nfcijgpoumg imaidas whu 
had been provoked 'inio hostility by Umar, and who now, r ,m Umar's 
de.itli considered til' buy-king I a if pn y Vnd i.idiii I . i;.'-m i i sidf a 
cabal of nobles were piloting to liu» Babur';, younger brothei luli.mgir 
to the throne. For the ino-menl. however Babur s l, .iir- w-cic in Mu 
ascendant. and liv triumphed over all his adveisarn 5 partly by luck 
but mainly because his qitasrs were bik&i ul hand by Jus maternal 
grand mother, Atsui-daulnl Begum A nomadic Mongo) uf tht Wild 
siepp*-*, -ihc- \\.vi a worldly- wise and formidable- dowager ot whom 
BjLiul sny s . 'Few amongst women will have been my grandmother?, 
equals for judgement and counsel, shy was very wise and farsighted 
and mast affairs of mint were earned through under hur advice - 

Babur loved Fergana Jl was a beautiful nvefdaced land nf hsJR 
and dailes, celebrated for its orchard*., gardens and abundant game But 
Fergana was too small ir sate Babur ■ ambition nr ran tarn In- syaergy 
The bov was a fr.-amer, awake with visions of unpin and glory 
Moreover. fratricidal wars were a Timufid rite of passage, a royal 
obligation Babur muld fulfil h;m self— indeed, even survive— only by 
the swunl 

Thu tm tiro moun tarnous country from the Aral Sea to the Hindu 
Kush, broken into half-a-duzem prir.apiLljUes, was ruled by I he close 
relatives of Babur, turbukinT descendants ol fiirrur or Chingi? Khan 
who wen? torever grappling with each other m ceaseless wars There 
was scope enough there- for Babur to fulfil himself 

Immediately to the ’west of i-ergana was the kingdom nt Samarkand 
ruled by Baisanghar, a paternal cousin at Babur Samarkand, Timur's 
fabled capital, was no lnn^r the grand Imperial city it had been once, 
but ior Babur The drrone of Tullur Was still I ha ultimate symbol ui 
temporal power, and iLs possession now became his magnificenl 
absession. tt was a possible dream, for Samarkand -wns m chans at this 
time, with rival princes clashing aver i he throne In mid- i 436 Babur 
|nmed Lhe fray, and tFinugh his initial campaign ivai a failure, and he 
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obliged al the tmset of winter to rclreai dver tin mountain? to 
Fergana. he wn;, able to seize the city ihe follow tng year liter a 
tenacious siege uT .seven months 

ffobur was then j.u -1 fifteen years old. L5u! hr - career,. a- in- .w n 
had already peaked. To hi I on ihc I In rone of Timur vv.ir, the highest of 
highs ioar him. nol eclipsed even by bts later conqtie l of India, .in. I till 
th<? cm I nf hr** life ]w Jove .1 Id roll .m his mind the bm«-.v, rnr rr.nr 1 , 
of winning and loving Samarkand 

His mumcnl uf triumph war. at! loo fane I Fur ,i hundred ■ I iy» h> 
held Samarkand, despite dcfierliom m hus -irinv Tlien Iuj. run o| luck 
noded — be Fell seriously ill ifi.Sjunnrkandj. mennwhik! lost Fergana to 
rebel v favouring his brother Jahangir and when he marched mil to 
quell Lire rebellion, lost Samarkand a bu r. tpSitll.iri Ah Mira or Bokhara 
n cousm, The Hedge H rig Hut had daruLl iu soar had .-ms heel 
ignommiously It crunc very lurd on me," writes Babur '[ ...?i;l J nui 
help crying n good deal '" 

Babur did eventually recover Fergana, and SarnarMnd too, tn>1 
only to lose liicm bnlh all over again, Lhib Lime tn the formidable Uj;beg 
cEiief ShaibanJ Khan, j descendant of Camgiz Khan, who had made it 
I ha mission nt hw life 1.0 cxlirpah- I he i imurids from ■‘eniral Assa 



THE TEN YEARS frnm Uie tune he ascended the throne of Fergana as 
a buy-king, HU, aa a yuung ndiiit, he eslahlnhed himself is the niter nf 
Kabul, were years of unremitting adversity for Babur, punctuated by □ 
few all too Lncf tTUimph^ For many years, ;ayv Mugiul dlromcter 
Fcrtshla, -Babur wa^ like ii king un a dress-buafd moved from place i d 
place, and buffeted about like pebbles on a seashore" Time and again 
he wos a king wifhoul a kmgdrim... snmehmea even without a hniHB 
Lamented Babur 

|S J/ipne or ur Cnit-f funi of Far(urt£S MucJ 
iiflseen by me? 

fs tfieir a pang, tl grief m \j tflflhnrfrd rltVTrJ rinj 
jrnibCd 7 

Homeless! fur a while htr wandered about in the mountains n t Central 
Asia with a small band of ragged comrades, often sheltering WLth 'Id 
hill tribes Finally, wretched and destitute he took refuge w ith f-.iv 
maternal uncle, Uiu Mongol chieftain, in Tashkent There was nQ solace 
tor turn there cither "'During my Slav -H fastikeni he writes, i 
endured murh poverty and htimitiatlod. Wo country or hope of one! 
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At nnt time m despair Jin d 4%* br even thdughl of * I inking U f f tri 

Chm j^ pil ^denlv. in a dramatic Him of if vents, fnte plucked Itahuc 
nut of hi* misery and set him or the throne of Kabul Kabul like all ih ( - 
oilier kingdom's in the region, was ruled by ■' relniiu. : of Babur, L-lugK 
BeB Mirzd a portal uncle When Ulugh Beg died, leaving only at , 
miar.l «m as heir, the principality collapsed into turmnll ns rebels and 
invaders swept the land This was opportunity lor Babur His ayes had 
biie n on Kabul for some lune and now. desperate lor n safe haven ht 
snooped down on i hi haplend city and claimed .1 for hint»]| 

TIils was in L5(M Babur once again had a power base 

And n future ■ „ 

Bnbm was only tw«ily-twa years nfd when be took Kabul 4 

whoie- life fat ahead of turn Never agam would ho have [a be ansupua 
for .1 throne in sit or. He had suffered enough 

Bui suffering had not calloused him Or dulled his verve* for life, 
Thu re wens times when bo wept and Liu moaned Ids fate, bui never fur 
long As lie put it, 

Alt iff, nJJ jopiJ in Jfjp cUIrrlh 

[5 gozjj rf looted 1st nnjjfJff 

Adveisily made him wise, nul cynical, li taught lum whai he- needed to 
le-am to men l what hu Juld TO achieve. There was a natural candour 
about Babur, .1 warmth and openness that Endeared him to his mm 
with w hum he ‘hared all dangers and all hardships,. Always leading 
them (tom the front 'Tins prince was adorned with various virtues 
writes his cousin Mirra Haidar. ' above all of which bravery and 
humanity had the ascendant " Intelligence, compa-hsion, murgy. ambiton, 
steadfastness, and, equally, the sheer joy of life — these are the- Lralts we 
see in Babur in Kabul 

Wf (to not know what Babur laukud like. There arc nu JeseriptiunL-i 
Cil a perlraLl in Babur-mma pauiled during the reign of A kb nr, 
presumably with the guLcar.cc of those who had known Babur, We nee 
him as a man of medium build, .with a light beard— he was so lightly 
boarded that it was only in his twenty-third year Lnat he first needed 
to shave — heavy eyelids, a sharp nose and a broad forehead, The 
setting in tilt- pain ting is pastoral, the mend serene But Babur, the 
nomadic blood of his ancestors surging in lus Veins, was a rustles^ 
person Always no I he move, ht had never since hi 5 eleventh year 
Lep( the (in mad an feast for two successive rears in the sami* place," 
he nntes with pruiu m his journal 
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Babur Loved tn call himself a dervish His gEmrroiity Wa . legend arv 
Possessions did not mean mmli to him But self-fulfilment did And 
sdf-IutfiliT'ent mermf fulfilment AS a monarch and empire- builder For 
lii.il, Kabul opened up un precede nlnd opporturtiilc* 



1H KABUL, BABUR'S ayes; turned eastward, lured by Ui« memory of 
Tipuu's Indian invasion, and impelled by hi* own compelling n«ed tn 
foray, to supplemenl the meagre revenue of hui mnuntaju kingdom.. 
From" (ho time Kabul war. taken, m> desire: for Hindustan had hern 
constant/ 1 writes Babur In JI305, the very year after he look Kabul, 
ciiibuc Jed his first expedition towards Indui "Et was in tbr : month ni 
5 hab a a the bun being in Aquarius, (hat we rode oul (if Kabul for 
I lir-dustan/' he records. That campaign hdWtwcr was Utile more ihan a 
border raid across the Khyber Pass Hls first .'‘nnus expedition mlo 
India would come only a full twenty years later, m 1524 For the rim £• 
being, he was ^tiil preoccupied with Central V.!,in affairs, mainly will; 
his mdom liable adversary Shaiboni Khan, wbo was always there just 
b event d the horizon, a constant menace. 

’ Between Shaitan and the Timunds l( was not jusi a power rivalry 
bur a blood fend. There could never be any peace between th™, and 
as long at Shaiboni Was around, no Mughal would be safe on his 
throne So when Sultan Husain. Mirra of Herat, the grand p.nnarct of 
Lhe Uan, summoned Ti mured princes In com nine against Shaio.uu In -■ 
figln to the tmish, Babur at once set Out with hi5 trac-p:i for Herat 
Unfortunately, the aged sultan died before the campaign, rnuld Lie 
launched, and his two sons, both exqu lively Lii CL' -cultured sybarites 
w ho now became the joint rulers of Herat could not bear (o soil *W 
hunds Ln war. They did march out of Herat Ln encamp on the banks of 
the Murgab, and they talked incessantly about siting out to wage war, 
but that was about AS far as they would go Tin Mines were good 
□nnu^h as company and in social matters, m conversation and parties, 
but Wl -[C strangers to war. strategy bold fight and encounter 
Dreamers, they moved through a dream 1 "' writes Babur 

Una jvhrzns entertained their up^aunby cousin royally introducing 
him Lu die refinements of high culture Hie social cups ware filled 
wntee Babur Of a party be nLM?ndo-d, ’'the gtiestn drank down th« mere 
wine as if it were rhe water of life; wtan it mounted to ibeir heads, the 
party waxed warm." Rabar hzmsclf would not yet violate (he Islanur 
injunction ngaiust alcohol, though he was temped, but 111 did grea Lly 
enjoy the company nf the Mirzas, i\nd when they pressed him to go 
vvitJi them 10 Hi? me, he did not demur 

•J 
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HnW— inum in K«frat, which wn* then Lhu cultural ciipihil OF th, 

eastern Muslim vflwld; h.iJ * a*«t .eKW *! llim He *** buth Mnjtad 
iud '^ndS-.i b* the doyins decadent of the City n lumped world Q ( 

luxury culture learning. wd bunion n fUflUty mot W J| 

m.dr- up riddles hNTt i In . 1 pntW ol Herat Almost all Die tiumnarlus of 
l. Ieral v'rQtr pneLrv even wrestlers Or they composed music took in 
.' 'luewnhv ... pAinting, or some auvh refinement Ch&s was an obsession 
m the ciiv and parlies wen- as common as wine psttta A eily 
0 | d«>dles, S-l er.it wE Die fashion for raituiM Muslims every when'. 
Naturally Herat was also .1 merry den nf vice; ns Babur notes with 
Pi ntle reprobation in SolL-ul Husain Mirra, 'm his som, and m hi* 
tabes mtd Hordes, vice and debauchery were extremely prevalent." 
Herat wis hmpelessly decadent hot it had fLalr. 

Though enjoying himself Babur svfi- uneasy in Her it Thu Uzbeg 
hurricane" ho- kritlW, was goring fu ross Hie Mmgnb Mjrzns were 
living in n fool's paradise Bnbw. though young in ytWi* W a baUle- 
toughened veteran, hi s instinct*; warned hmn to flee 

So though it w 1 the dead nf win^r, and the mounts ms impassable, 
jfter twenty 'days of mcny-making in Herat BiihUr tom hiimHf away 
and trekked back to Kabul Sous. as he feared, Herat fell to Shaitiam 
The Mirras Had tor their lives 

Till. 1 ill nf Herat led Babur as the only reigning pnnqe of the house. 

1 1 1 | rni.iT Timund prrnpei and amira bom all over Central Asia, the 
debris of thn Uzbeg Jiush-flnnii.. now drifted i, Kabul, the only high 
ground leit for their refuge Tu Signify his, new sfatlis PS jjto. chief ihc 
Tim u ili'Il- ISabur who like .1! 1 Timurid rulers was tilt theft known as a 
Mirra pndcc now Hyled JiirnMiLl 35 Padshah emperor Hus augend 
Li Lli, denoted Babur -, ambition, presaged bis destiny, but tits position 
was as yet uiiignificant and precarious— not only was there no hope of 
i 1 - recovering his ancestral lands From Shalbani, bm even bis liny 
priori paLm of Kabul was in peril In this predicament. Babur desperately 
needed lo distance h irn?clf from hi ^ rel^itless adversary.. and it was 
thus that h: senously began to look uri India us a possible refuge 

Then unexpectedly the scene rhrffiHfed Bhiitbani 1 Khan, overreaching 
LwiselF. made Llie mistake of clashing With Shnh hmaLl, the founder of 
the Safavid dynasty ol Persia who even Wilier than Shalbam, 
>ulm an Trial 1 , red and decimated Liu.- UilliSgS In battle Shmhnni wus 
killed. Ins fciqrl dismembered and Ins skull scl in gold, made into a 
drinking cup lor the Shah 

Tie news tdccF niied, M r Tinumds Prom theu diverse places of 
refuge they, now hastened back to recover their Lost landn Babur 
himself sprang in adlon and putting It is brulber Nii^r Mirra m charge 

Id 
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, I |c Ll Uul rod i 1 north Toward i 1 an 1 ■wi.mn dreaming nf Samari m l 
a^ain Gul Samarkand was not hi- dotlny' Though he did. with the 
^[p lt [ (1 Persian expeditionary fm v nrrupy iho 1 iiy, now ftiMhi third 

■ nmv hi? could hold if only briefly that dually .1- a Pit - ran ^ ,il 

FivNu'c- being driven uul by the Lutings a gam 

He lingered on in Batin kshan tor 1 whllt unable 1 recom: Ji 
lum-ailt Lo l he Iosh of Sam.irknnd, bui 1:1 lfll 4 > after nn absence nf three 
, ur - i K i finally returned In Kabul an - 1 rt -.uiivd 1 h> -hrnn" fmn< h 
brother ! I- vviudd m-ver ig.tin turn to Ihs west Hw di - tu y I r jj U'-- 
cask in India 



BAi'.’K. IN KABUL, Bnbur r s IjLc --e it ted Lnto a rnutm- insofar as Mo lift 
of - & j-ju'd 1 oval prince could be routine He W0i, -.till involved with 
frequent military campaigns— pnmiive expeditions agamst rafeactory 
Afghan tribes, pillaging forays across the emiliem mountains, coercive 
nchims against rubeSiious nobles and iimtu tmus relatives But the eleven 
yoai'5 Ihal tlahur spent in Kabui after I - return Iroru Badiikshfln 'it! hi 
luial Indian ospedLhtin were rdaUvcSy speaking, a itrnrj r peaci ;md 
tranq.uillity fpr him 

‘Hu- season now turned to spring lor Babur He HOW had :h* leisure 
1.0 indulge' in Ins passion for I it cm hire- and the arts, and to Enjoy li-. 
pleasures ol life He delighted m good vompani unship held numi.'rons 
k me and opium paxties. which often began at the crack of dawn and 
pleasured on late Lnto the night 

These were neo amusements Tor Bn bur '1 had had n- ■ inclination 
fpr wine m my childhood, I know nothing of lLs cheer and pkasuir 
he writ'&s "II. as some Limes, my father pressed wine or me T excused 
myself Later on when, with tile young man'-- Suits ,iud ihe 

prompting iH sensual passion, desire for wune alttsc il'iere was no one 
to pie-ff- if on mi:, jlo ojih indeed aware of my Leaning r- wards n sr 
Lliat, inchntrd for it shou ; yh m> heart was. H was difficult .'f myself - ■ 
do such A thins, lint thitherto nor done ' In Herat his enuams had 
offered him wme. Iul! he had docorou'ily declined it. hoping Hint M-h 



would ask agdin They had not. 

So it Witt only in his iKlrfics- that Habur iins-t lasted wine, but lie briskly 
made up for losl time bomew-htri? along the way he a bo bt.LrtL-J lOLrim Q 
o infections of opium ,-in.l pnssihly mariiuana. Bui drese hahite did noi 
Lkb.uc Babur — m hmi intoxication was a refinement a keenness ol sen ^ 
not a vice. Hu ]dathed raucous revaJrv, and often broke up parheF- when 
Uiey liiinad unrylly "There iv.TS much disgusting uproar he Wr about 
one such incident, "ihu party nec.ime intolerable and was broken up 



J J 



, ,| | *11X11*1 AT3VI M 



Bobut loved the pleasures of tl.v table loo fruits u-specinUy n, Tl ] 
pnssjpn with him He Uac& nut however seem tn have been ken t , n || lL . 
fourth component of Qmiir KhayyanTs pnrftdfee* WtJireiV Hu W - L1 
good provider and n caring huusehttldiM nEfeclwnflU 1 and (Lufcrunbni 
towards, hi? wbitten esp^eiaily lowarcJ-s- his elder relatives, hut hi 
not unlike his rdv-poiy father,. Indies, man Dnbur preferred i| u . 
macho bonhomie of his friends jto the pleasure* of the Wm 

Uafflr^ fast wife was Aishn, a rausin, La whom h u Was butrotlied 
ni the age of five Eleven ye&is Later, she |olned him m Ferg|ju Sh t 
, nunt ) him .1 bashful lover. As Babur, tells jl„ '"Though i was not ill 
disposed towards her. yet, tlius being my first mjfriage, nut of modesty 
jnd bnsblutness. T used tn see her one? in ten fifteen, twenty day* 

1. ,iler on when even my firsl inclination did not last, my bnslifultieL-s 
increased Then my mother Khanum used to send me once ,i mum I oi 
every forty da vs. with driving and driving dunningi- and worrying^ 
Babur had his first child, a daughter, by ALsha threo years after she 
joined turn but the baby died in infancy and Aisha herself deserted 
him during his days of homeless wandering By and by Babur acquired 
other wives and several ccincubmes r as behoved ft prince,, and he 
fathered n number of rhildiv-A as duty required of him, in ensure the 
continuity of Ms Imr But there wan no Lirdour tn him for women 
There was only one romantic infatuation m Babur's life, his 
unabashed love fora bazaar boy in Andizhan Babur whs sixteen then, 
nod Aviha had |Ust joined lum ,r ln those leisurely davs ha ront'esse*. 
'! discovered m my sell j strange indination tor a boy in the camp- 
bazaar, hts very name. Baburi, fitting in Up tLil then [ itad had no 
inclination tor anyone, indeed of love and destre. either by hearsay nr 
experience, I land nd heard., 1 had not talked From tune to lime 
Baburi used Lu come to my presence,, bin out nt msid^ty and basbfukiess 
, could nmer look straight at him; how Lhett could L make conversation 
t mi,l recital 7 In ihnL froLhlng-iip of desire and passion:, and under 
that sh-es?. ai youthful Folly, 1 used to wander, hare-heed, bare-fool, 
through sired and Inn u, orchard and <• ui.cv.ird 1 showed .civility neither 
to friend nor stranger, tank nn care 1 (nr myseif or others 

Babur does not tell how Ihe aifiiu: ended.. B-ul he gnt over it ■mnn 
enough Biburi was just art adolescent fancy, not unusual m an 
environment ui which, among Central A^iur. aristocrats, bisexuality, was 
com man, an,d pederasty high fashion In Bflb'lit's case however, the 
affair appears tu have been virgmaLLy romantic and wilhout carnal 
expression, Later,, in Kabul when hp once again had time to ep.jO> 
himself, he pie furred tile gentler seductions uT literature, ah- music and 
gardening to camal pleasures 
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Bahui; gave all of himself to every cne of ho many cultural 
riursuils and his ftchtevcttienl m ■omu of rhnm were -uh -i.ii-iuil StilJ 
h e y were only .ivucalitmi fer him and not for "m moment wuuld hu 
| r i flunk'll FnjfgL'l that he was a king by profession, ind lhai hi 
1 1 L iLnau Le L'cstftsy would ho in the perilous thrill -.1 Ihe battle hold 



IN KABUl THOUGH he did pul yet know what tab had in stein; I'm 
bmii, Babur begun to organize lumself for the battles ahead, whipping 
\ m men min a superb fighting Force T hud been at great pains tn tram 
, nt i exurcau them to the utmost paint. ' he write-: 'Never, perhaps, 
' wuPL . my troops in such perfect discipline” He a ho mnk c.m m 
modernise his army, intnxJucing muskuts and i mnnn nil then used 
mosLly ui 5 icjjc operattona} into fu-Jd bulllc, a tactic hu id opted from 
tlm Oilomou lurks Tint innovation would gi-.-c hull ' crai ial adr .mtagi 

in India 

Meanwhile, Iht- poliLteal ftgsaw in India had rearranged iself, in 
ooen a passage fur Babur And Babur needed that e*n in got away 
(rrali the over' munncmg Uzbt'gH “The foe mightily strong. 1 -viv w^.d 
lyjth no means of making lerms, no strength to oppose hr Umenv 
■In the presence of such power and potency, we had to thmh of some 
p | nee for ourselves and, at tilts crisis and in the crack of time there V, . 
put ,i wider space between as and die strong foeman That chnict lay 
between Bndakshan .ind HuidiisLm and that decision mu l tiow be 

made." 

the choice felt on India 

Babur states that from 15J' 1 on he led five expeditions into India 
but Ion n be Fore Lhat, in fact from the time he tunk Kabul he had been 
active along Endca's nartli-weioein marchei. Those early campaigns 
were however only pillaging raids, and he probably did not cross the 
Indus till ITri 1 ). when he advanced as far ^ the Jbalum. E\c : n then till 
1524 he had no ambition beyond Punjab which he claimed ,i> hi. 

1 imund legacy, hy virtue of it having been a pari of Timur's empire a 
century earher Then, ferhjituU;4y r ,l greater opportunity came knuc%g 
Tie messengpr^ of destiny were DiJaivar Khan (snn of DliuJ.H Khan, the 
rebel Afghan governor of Punjabi And A lam Klein {an uncle of Enraiun 
Lodi, the Bolton of Delhi), who arnved in Kabul <d ^obcil BablLF s help 
in ousting Ibrahim Babur then tUdk an nmen, found It Mvaurabk and 
agreed to there proposal, intending not st> much to help tht-m '■ f help 
himticJf. 

The campaign uf 1524 wa.s abortive Thu allies, after occupying 
Punjab, fell on: over the division of trie province Danlat Kbon wanted 
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alj pf Punjab for himself, while Habtir J™d "thar idea* Babur ihernfi^ 
prudently withdrew 10 K ol-ul leaving .1 garrison In I ahore h wno^ 
ri.it'i; hour, dangerous for h 1 it* 1 c advance ! 1 1 r 1 h^-r into I nd 1, 1 wjlh 
UticuhTil DauliU Kh.m behind him in Punjab threatening hr fine of 

re-bcEit 

Babur -I't nul from Kabul an his final iny is ion al India in min. 
November I52S, before the snows closed the mountain passes h| t . 

moved leisurely holding jfrequeni wide parity along the way R v m , d 
December he crossed (he Indus,, never to rocross it. H« immcdiife 
adveisari' was Hnilal Khan who had entered the hold against him 
Wl th two swords girded to Ins waist to display lus. vii-ior f -nr-J Palll 
resolve. That it turned out wsis |Ust bluster, to- ns soon as Ruhur 
approached (He KtuuTs army sc nun J anti the old man himself lamuiy 
surrendered t ie was brought before Babur with lus two. swonds Jianging 
l rum his neck Babur upbraided him I calM time Father I showed 
thee more honour and respect than thou cqulfgt have asked What 
ill sayejit t bon I have doite thee, that ibns (hnu shoutdsi hang n swo«| 
on. thy either side, lead on army nut, Ial3 on lands oi ours, and aUr strife 
and trouble?" The Khan had no answer 

But baukt Khan wns ineLev.ml The real dhalliange lay ahead, al 
Pan ip at, where Ibrahim Lodi watted with his army I pul my fnoL ii 
the shrruy of resolution, writes Babur ‘sel my hand on Lhe rum n| 
irmsl :n Gad. and moved forward against Sultan Ibrahim " 
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Li ^ pun DfD MOT tarry In Punjab F eti tiun it took him a wink- ( 1 . 
Bd i| tl hi<, affairs there ho ih.it by the time ht r is.sed the Satlui and 
advanced Id the Yamuna. 1 ! was April nnd tin- dreaded Indian »ummi»r 
was upon hull On reaching the Yamuna, it a point east of Kumkshetra. 
LhG epic battleground nF the Mahabharata Babur encamped 

Meanwhile Ibrahim Lodi haughtily disregarding the din warnings 
0 f his astrologers, had advanced wslh his troops to Pimlpat. rigity 
1. 1 1 f , metres north ot Delhi to challenge die intrude- Hie opposing 
torees thus lay two marches away from each other, (he Afghan* 
immediately 10 the s.ouih of PanJpat and the Mughal* some way ‘o tin 
north, of IT 

I’hu c-’ini^ had been easy I nr Babur tn India HU Ihen, as he had mid 
0n ly desultory twist once from the Afghan provincial forces tn FtuiJnH 
Now he ti^d tu face' Ihi imperial Afghan army. Hi* ovvn army was 
-mall by Indian standards four months earlier, whelk he was rpasing 
Ihe Indus, Jus army, Babur reports, numbered 12,000 men. "great anti 
,■ mFl l [, good and had. retainer and nun-retainer " He was LuLlt joined by 
1 no contingents he had left behind tn India during his previous campaign 
js well as bv □ few renegade Afghan officers and soldier? Willi these 
accretions, by the time Babur reached Fan 1 pal lus arm. had prnhab!\ 
.^vp] led to about 20, nCCl men 

The actual -Strength nf (he Afghan army is nol known Babur 
estimated it to be roughly 100, 1)00 ntrong, with some 1G0F elephanis 
Whatever the true dour I the Afghan army wm- certainly rnu:h larger 
UKan Ihu Mughal arm', This Afghan advantage was BOmewbal offset by 
Babur's superior weaponry, a train of artillery (estimates ary frUtn |! = --l 
nvD to a few hundred pieces) and j GUrttm'g'ent of musketeers 1 again of 
unkrdwn number, but probably about 4000) which would lu used in 
India m a field battle for the Host time a I Paulpal Still, the balance' t>£ 
power favoured Ibrahim Babur could wilt only by clever tactics 



MOST OF BABUR'S battle* bll then had been clnse- combjl- u lire hill 
country, in constricted battlefields whore large forces could not he 
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leptoyed, and iL was not the iLec of th' pmiy but its spirit, foe | nct 
tue nf tiie terrain and the elcmeni nf surprise Chat decided ikn* on tCnn J 
L1 f buttles Babur was now in list, open counln l lurti numbers wo ,1,1 
miter There was Utile scop* for n surprise alt#, nn tathmJ pdvani^, 
m ihu terrain And valour, rapidity nf response and manoi.-uvmb.niti 
though l tm ,iJJ could mnkc a difference, would not ho decisive 

To defeat Ibrahim Lads, Babur had to treutralute. ihc awesc 

Afghan supLj'tnnly an numbers and enable his own strprtgihi in cavaity 
llflf ) gunnery in prevail i Ml* critical requirement for him was to create 
.1 narrow hatfleironl. to prevent toe Afghans from ■weeping around t|i f 
flanks of he small army and □narclihg it But that m Itself was not 
ennugh for howler narrow the iron!, Babur would not have enough 
depih of array to withs.Lalid the Afghan onslaught wfodl could, hy fo, 
vhnLT mass and velocity, smash trough the Mughal ranks like a %i m 
tidal w,wt Babdr hud lo devise a moans to steel his frontline, to hold 
line Afghans in chuck long enough for his stow-firing gyfos to break the 
\fghnn li mini ho 11 1 / lie could do that, then the Mughal cavalry could 
charge ini" then midst and scythe them down 

Whit had, Babur to do to gain that tactical advantage? In, fop 
quandary hi summoned his veterans to a war conn nil '"gfiliur, 
reaching Lt.il! - (0 the lore Of their hirhulenl land and the cnpmdrv of 
Babur's own toirly-fwo yran, at incessant wars they ccmceivud .1 
levnlntionmy new strategy dud dexterously modMied Lite traditional 
M .u-h.nl baltlc JuimaUon to accommodate l he Ottoman wall-of-bru 
gunnery tactics and the wheeling cavalry charge of (tie Uzbtgs,— bn hall 
the Afghan luggurr.ni:! in its tracks and annihilate cl 

H.iVing decided lui Ihe- Edrrtteg) , Babur s,enl oul Scout? to survey 
the prospective battlefield at Panipal I he stretch ol open land on ton- 
enslem flank ot Haryana along the Yamuna was the traditional pjhsugt 
into the Ganged Plain, a corridor between the mountain? on l he north 
and die desert on thL south, at Line end nf which lay Delhi This was dm 
,iren:i of India's destiny where other dopMve halite? had been fought m 
toe pass, 03 they would be in the future The ground at Pnnipat Was 
ideal, for a cuHventinnal field battle. It .suited Ibrahim Ludi 

But. il did no 1 suit Babur. There was nothing nr oJl in die terrain 
thn: he could take advantage Ol — it was p?t a VCISl upen, flat field, Jte 
monotony relieved only by a tew frets and thorn hushes Babur had 
somehow to modify tliE battleground to serve lut particular stral'. en 
needs 

In Two rapid marches southward along ihn Yamuna, Babur reached 
Ifciupat and deployed Ids army to foe east of the town, between the 
town ,md the river which in llm sixreenfo century flowed dose by. Hls 
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rj| i|,| wing abutted the building of lin* tuwn, *-i cun again 1 , 1 being 

outfl.iiikcd, to protect hii left wing., he dug ditch and laid 1 , I- 

of felled trees between the river and hi - po j tin r tluu effort ivHj 
irmWing the width of thu Field In ensure Mml I h, kink wr.iuid i- 
f-'iughl pr-'CiM'ly alimg lht> front 611 which he dep'l wed hi.- irmv T' : - 
, r( . niV W Liiild have no chance lo sweep -inumd him efthe he left 

,. it on the riphl 

Jp protect tiih Frontline and to impede (he -Mr km cavalry uiiwl 
l J ,ahiir vet up along he- entire front a barrier of ^^canSHgu?. md .,ih- e 
. , r | . topK' ?QD qf them, placed about four mein upart md •- rih mpe- 
el rawhide s! re ft hud between ihem In hrlwut-n ihe , hi - flahur pl.(Ci i 
his mu^ketfers, ‘ux nr he veil in each gap, protected by bbasitwbrfc 
And lo give nn nffonsive putuntml fo fbh essentially defensive 
deployment,, he left several gnpi, each about a bow -shol i ! \ - 

croups cif carte tlimugh whidi a couple nf lvondrc-,1 hnr-en ,.-n could 
charge' abreast By 12 th April Dnbur was ready for tlu enemy, hi 
pr?pat3 tiortg comple te. 

Hi 1 - was 11 perfect dcteiiMve-nfFijnstvc arriingi'miini w]m:h nuld 
hold toe enemy at bay until he was ready to ntinck The onlv 
dmadi outage, and Ihk was a crude! factor was that ite uulll - leper idr-d 
on the Afghans attacking his mtaerfclied pdEitjem., jf they H-.l not attack 
all bis .elaborate preparations would Lf- worth not] 1 u',g Uabur confident l\ 
e.vpEcled toe Afghans td attack, for after all toe Muchab taid ini ided 
into toe Lodi domain and 11 was for Ibrahim Lbdi lo expel them 

Ibrahim loth viewed the situation differently. 

He wn.s dose by, -Htraddlunp Ihe route 0 Delhi id a gi c :l hJockinj 
posilicm As Bnh-ur sm l flbpui preparing tars defences toe .sultan mad- 
no move: to interfere Clearly, he was n i.vt planning I,* attai k Id >.■ had nn 
need ta, as to? abjective weis imJy Lo deny Babur passage to Di !•=, 
Defence, in this case, war die best form of offence By stay ing las if- h:-. 
position, toe sultan coni'! torce Babur En lenvr. his entrench mens' and 
attack him, Tim? was un Ibrahim Lodi'S Side He could afford in 1, vail 

But Babur could not. As an. aggressor in an ‘then lamJ and tacmg 
Q superior army, he needed quick result to keep hns men m the high 
heat of martial ^eal. For ^rven days, with mnrGasmg retries =inesEi lie 
waited for toe Afghan attack, Meanwhile?, toe ccorale of his army began 
to crumble “Many of the frnnpa/' he notes, 'were m gjesi (remar and 
alarm." 

Babur tried to calm them by ridiculing- fbroluin Lodi as "on unpro-. ed 
bmve Jr from whom, thav had no tiling In Icar At Liu- SflTUF hme; he 
souglU to indie toe Afghans into actum by sending provocative sa lies 
into Lheir cainp, |iur*mg insults and jfihoutiJlg arrow? These ' ere 
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jigncimd: by llw '-.Ml Ik made no mine nor Jn| hm i T0 

■v,||y isui r grumbles Babui The unplmod. brave was proving tn ha,',' 
j. urm iiiil sound jstTtfb!g\ of own, 

Tn the end it was Babur who #is obliged to eh ngo Hb, battle p i Ull 
and l.urnch nn l$h Apdl n night aitiuh on the Afghans. Fioptng ]u 
lake them by surprise, ibi mtiiri bbij of left wing, a conlin^nt 

tn sortu* Juus lit five thousand nu-n nearly a fourth n| ho .lrmv iv nH 
scnl info i Ji e nihu-k. while Babur himself stmud at mms with the mat „ 
hi 5 nii'n ready to press the nd vantage huulri the atlitckum m fuSiu 
headway or in covet their retre.it should they Mil. 

Thu foray W*S i fiasco, Instead of surprising the Adkins, i| h . 
Mughals were in for a aurprise thtthselvuv- they tumid the. Afghans 
alert and ready for them so Sal in peril of being dedicated, they 
retreated abruptly, without engaging 

But such was HaburS lu'cfc (hat it WHS Lius apparent rout In at gqt 
him what lie wanted— an Afghan attack on his position 



APRJE i;i n-l. THir day alter the Jailed night attack, was a quiet day m 
tlit; Mughal ■ rnip. .v- Babur waited for (be M'ghiin rountei'inovc He 
waited in non, ihnugh late Lku night I he Mu^lml camp was thrown 
into panic b\ a false alarm about n sriipriri? Afghan, attack — ' TV, r 
hvantx minutci I here xviis uproar and rail to arms/' says bn bur The 
M ugh mb were edgy 

Then as dawn broke bvex die plain or Saturday. 2kl April, 
Mughal pickets reported lhai the Afghans were on the move Apparently, 
the sjj.b' mu: os’ the Mughal night-raidcrx had umbi •Idened ihc Afghans 
they scented -in easy victory, arid mined in for the kill 

Tbit was a fatal -=irror The Afghans Were walking in to the Imp 
cunningly laid iiy Babur 

Ba=Li Lir wattcii, his cavalry, ins barricade of carts and breastworks, 
his cannoneers and musketeers -JI in position Behind the grin Imc. Hie 
Mughal army with anldiers os well at, horses dad m mail, ivas drawn 
up in I he cLnssu Eknurid form anon— the .jJvanre guard up front .it the 
eenl.ru. with the main contingent directly behind it 4 flanked by the right 
imd left wings, nnd flying squadrons at the far .right and the far left At 
the real nJ U all, Babur kept A large reserve force ready for jni 
contingency 

n-l- 'dyhriru cwrie on a l a fesi guLlnp, as d limy meant simply tu 

ovemin the M ogJlils. 

But .hey w-Ueu in troubiu even before l hey cilgaged r hi! Mughal 
amv< Squeezed between the walls of Penipat on theu- left and Babur a 
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Jill huis Slid hurdle* un iSn'ir righl. the Afghans found tftWttsetve* in 
■J huiiluiiUL-k when thay closed m (in the Mughal* As they sidJcd 
[ 0 squeeze though the ranine, tv m, their left wmg angled .itusid of 
Lhe f runtime, M il was Ln iln odd, lopsided fnrmatiun that die Afgh 
ilammed Ilk* a brittle wedge, into Hi- tight vuv of ih>; Mughal 

‘'"'Vabur, who hnd pavilioned l.miK-lJ new ihi [ ntn .« the Mujrj .1 
deplovniuri m an overseeing poslliur noli ud the Arglmm- bearing 
Jowi 1 on hiv nghl ,md rushed a pari 1 hr, restrn; troops to reinfom 
|h,il wing. But 'there w«* 00, need For anxiety When the Atghaw came 
up against iho Mughal duruncus, and the Mughal gun^ opened up fan 
unexpected I error) their forward divisions fall, rod and as they tried to 
rem in, the? ranks behind, unable to break their momentum dammed 
into them, throwing the entire Afghan army, already imdur □ Literal 
xqueere becaubt- 61 the coral riction m the w.-nn- inn. :i .arm i- w.v 
precisely as Babur had phrmud An army no more but .1 tiemn. 
■; pithing hoidr, l he Afghans were linage Ut figlil ffiifctivuly, n ■ J -ii l" 

retreat 

Bahui sei^d. die moment and swung his dying squadron- into 
niution, to wheel aroullid the Eni?my and. attack them from the rear 
Simultaneously, he Ordered he. Soft md nght wings to advance His 
strategy was cLl-ji I-Ib meant to roll up die .Afghan wings and sttim 
iliem into the Afghan centre, huming the Afghan army into compacted 
fodder for his cannons and m&kels 

Tile Afghani fought on valiantly, repeatedly charging iht Mughal 
position, tml their plight waS hopeless It wa.-, nut il b.lirle any more, 
till carnage. Tire sun had mounted n spear-high when Lin ousel of 
baltlo began, and the comhat la-led bJl mid-day, w lien she enemy vva 
compliridy brukcii and routed, and my friend;- victorious and exulting,’ 
writes Babui By the grace and mercy ol Almighty Cccl Uus srduL.uf, 
undertaking was rendered easy lor me. and this migtiri arur, . in the 
span? of half a day. laid in tni- dust 

The slaughter yvfl5 dreadful The Afghan dead were set down by 
Babur lS^dOfl or lh,M0 men, a likely figure rbrahim L«L lumseir lay 
duad amidst u pile of rprp&es, Ull- oiriy Muslim ruler of Delhi {Turk, 
Afghan or Mughal | uVC-r to fall in battle When the Mughais found the 
slam sultan s body, they as was customary among J hem Severed iii:- 
I lead and took |L as a memento 10 Babur. Babur treated d?e grL-l . 
tcopiiy with grave reaped. "Hocipur to your bravery! he exclaimed 
lifting un iba head solemnly defnra the battle he had spoken scomtuJIv 
of TWHfkim Lod;. but now ihal ihu day was WiStl, he would Salute the 
brave dead l*te called for il hall >t hrnende to shroud I he body and 
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commanded twri at lop wnlri, Dila^ar mm nnd Amu Um, hl ^ 
bjiihR Ibrahim Ludi and to hun* him with full honnurs at the 4 [Hll 
Where lif had fallen 



AN UMPIRE HAD hurl wnn in a mere five-hour battle ' That v br . 
day r nies Babur, "1 directed Humayun Mbn \o sel out without 

baggage- or encunib ranees, and proceed With .ill possible expedition h., 
occupy Agm (die Lodi capital), and tike pQSBessfwi of the tjeasiirj^g^ 
Another contingent was rushed lo Uifcupy Delhi, 

Babur himsdj rode un Ll* seize the Afghan camp, then pifrhed 
lents on the banks o\ n nearby stream for the night Tin.- nod day, r , 
Sunday, tie git out for Agm. On the Way he* slopped ovur in Delhi' f 0r 
r, fc-w days securing treasuries rind visiting palaces, gardens rmj 
shrines. He also arranged Urn l lie khutba.li in formal sermon 
incorporating n prayer lus the reigning, monarch) tn he read in his n;>n:r, 
at the mam mosque in the aty dunng the Friday noon cai«gafi(in B j 
praiurs, to legalize his rule fie reached Agra on *tth May,. Ipyihg 
c^v-L-red die 26b kilometres i rum Pan ipat in two weeks at Liiu height 61 
summer For a week he ramped in in open by Ed on Inc Bui skirts of |hi 
L-if, On Thursday, 10 Q i May. he ceremonially entered Agra, and rede 
in tu thi- citadel n! Ibrahim Lodi to lake up residence them as the 
Emperor of Hindustan 

Ihihur was nnv lurlv-tiin u yeans rid Three des.-id-.-s earlier, as j 
hoy-king on the rickety throne of an obscure war-torn principaluy, he 
had Jared tn -irerim grand ilrennus, and now al Inst, after .endless 
struggles and many misfortunes, he had won a da main tn match his 
vision Fergana, hi? ancestral kmgdtpf lost to the Uzbugs, wa*, nenv a 
distant memory Samarkand the legend aiv Fimurict capital which lie 
had on re ardently coveted, a forsaken passion; and Kabul. his capital 
tar iwiiliiy-ftvB y-.ars, just .=, provincial! cmLpost India was now home 
for Babur. 

Babur's demipn tn settle in India was an unpleasant su ipr.su to hi? 
mer, They had expected hum tn return home to Kabul laden, with 
booty 05 he had dona nn previous occasions When Eubur ftrsl launched 
Lm Indian campaigns tilt annexation of Punjab a? a province of his 
Kabul kingdom Was time limit of lus ambition That still had seemed So 
be his gf-i ns Sit -vt nus on flit, last Indian invasion, for lie had just 
before Full, entered into fin agreement with Alain Khan, the [ odi 
pretender, by whirh in retain for I tip in nnsling Ibrahim Lodi, Babur 
wot to get Lahore and all the Lodi lands west rif It. Babur's officers had 
ili'.Tuii.ir-,- assumed that the expedition into She JndO'Gangelic Plan i. was 
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j L .u.i .molhrt pUi aging sWvop India wa - crpulnnl but inhospiiAhfi' A 
fi0{K J hunting ground, but no plate lu live m 

" tj ut .h ivcie the view, of the Mughal nmlrv and I hey resented 
Unhuj-'H de-waon to remain m India His very generosity ompmjqded 
Ida problem:, "The treasure?, of five Jgji'gst lull Info his bund*/ 1 writes 
GuJlmdan Begum, his dau^hlrit, r, h» gavy every Hung jway '' All hn 
men— noble® and soldiers, even tradsn j and scribes— received gencr , 
In lurd H-"- from EJahur. and so did his n hi Lions anej friend i hack home. 
il5 welt as holy men in fiatiiarkand, and Khurasan "Every oul in tin- 
country of Kabul and I he of Vnrsok. man and wumnn* bond 

ami true, of ag** and nonage." was gtven n silver coin, record i Babur 
3-Iu kept noth mg for himselF. 

Hts men wort- sated Now all they wank'd w i lo gcL back h the 
co0 [ muuntaiir, of Afghanistan nnrl r?n[oy llli-if good liirtun- A KlflV.IJ 
Kid an nne o I Babur's mhmatus. would wntu while leaving India f r 

Kabul. 

If saJi nmf .sfiJirid i' emsi tltn Bind 

Blacken my face ere f tofeft for Fffnrf 

Babur knew how his mun foil He him.wSf found rndia a dn ,r land 
-Hindustan is a country uf few charms/' hu lid; Th people have no 
gnnd looks; of snetoi liueicoun®, paving nnd receiving visits there i. 
noru". uf gEitms iiu-d ca parity numiLof mariners norio; in handicraft and 
WP rk tilers li no fnmi ur symmetry, mpithod or quably, thuiy are nr 
good horses, no' good dogs, no gr.ii.-i- .. mupk-melous or hrr-t-rate fruit * 
nu jet or cold Water, ™.i gcn.«i bread nr cooked I' od ir ba/aarh nu j : o*;- 
batlis, no colleges, no candles, tureheb or cfliidl«tticte- M 

More lhan iinythmg elw, the dknsite nt India oppressed the MughaL- 
Tne scuraiier of 1526 w.ib savage m Agra, one of Lhe worvi lm living 
memory. "Violent,, pestilential winds struck people down m hc-api 
together/" writes Babur And tilts was nnt all Powerful advereintj— 
Afghans m the east, RajpuLs ir the smith- -were marshalling tlteir Forces 
and advancing against Babur The Mughals it iva? dear, would have to 
eight and win many moxe bailies before they co-ulu claim. I EinduHan j.- 
dteir o^vn 

Tliiurc v.-a& no support for <be Mughals anywhere m India TI;l' 
penpie of the Land were sullenly hostile, harassing die Mughals at 
every turn ' On OUT first coming to Agra. iLi-ate wa? nEnnarkabk' dislike 
and IioshlLty between iL=, people and munf.” writes Babur. "All the 
inhabitants had run away in terror, Neither gram lor ■.■ur.-eives. nor com 
mr our hfir.w.H was to be had The villagers our af hdstiiity and hatred 
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In -A- h lid uken to thieving end highway robbery, roads 1 h lSt[|( . 
impiiwablr' Towns and villages fortified then^dves end would m 
.ubmn without £i fight India, It serened., would hrnre Id be ccmq UDCec [ 

inch by inch. 



V. r\b THE CONQUEST of ludw worth Mich n loimidnbk H t'i m ' F 3 .nhi M 
thought -hu India he says, Tvn& a Ifirgi' ouj'i I ry |i!inl li.jd| ma-Aur, 
t) F gold and silver, and ' workmen oi every profession mid trade 
[were] inn inner nble, and without end,' These were major .ltlrgctiorw 
There was, in addition— mvi perhaps, for Babur, ever so much more 
■,edu,:hvi’ than .mi material reward— the prospect of glory that would 
he his. his piece in hM% .1- the founder of .1 S rL ' a1 empire As on; r>r 
Babur's favourite sayings had it 

C|iv- nir- f?crf jfHjrat, flild r / l dw J m cprrfciitai 
ff Li‘j mine k( Death vlum my kirfy 

In deciding U remain In India, B ihur was looking at a tune beyond hii 
own limn The ambitions of his man. however. w'vru yaked to ihuu 
unmedE.itiH iippetitos nnd they cl am mu red to be sent buck to Kabul hut 
Babur remained adamant By Hte labours nf severe! yeat-s by 
^countering hardship, by long travel by flinging myself ,md She army 
into bottle and by deadly slaughter: we through God's grnce. beat 
these masses of enemtste in ordei that we might ta.hu their broad lands, 
he reminded his mm "Now what force compels us, what necessity has 
arisen dial wu should, without cause, abandon countries taken at suck 
a risk of life? Vv r fi9 it for ub fo remain in Kabul, the Rport 01 harsh 
poverty ' Henceforth let no well- wisher nr mine Speak of such things'" 

This exhortation chastEn-i-d mud but not alt home Including & 
coup I e of his mivd trusted old comrades m arms, ■uirh rh Khwaja 
Kahn, pleaded with Babur to k-t them return to Kabul Reluctantly, he 
trf I them go liuf hu mi&htd them 

He missed Kabul tuu '"Boundless and irdmibe ls my desire tu go in 
those parts, 1 ' he wrote in □. Ipdar to Khwsja Kalian in Kabul Broiling in 
the summer beat ol India, he Lunged fur the mountains Once, when a 
Kabul melon was brought to him and its Rimma (Hied Ihe air, be was 
swash with nosLalgin — "I [eh myself affected with a strong fat-ling of 
lo'nt?lm-P 5 P nnd a sense of my exile from my native country,, and 3 cduJd 
not help shedding tear* while gating it." He dreamed of returning to 
Kabul Some day, 

but net yet. He had a mih'iscin *o accomplish m India 
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Piiripnt had given □abiir his pint:? m luslnry, feu l it WM (Ml) 1 
provisional pSncc. If he nliaod oncd India after Panrpgih or if l^.ftiicaaaon 
I nhd to pieserw In'- a.'riqaest i.1 1 . nearly linpppnedj iMhur would lu 
ndeg.Hifed In the nether regions of history . rotvdi I with p- (ty potentate . 
Babur could not afford to rest on his lamtT I I" lmd,, ha he Enip.ii:i iBy 
naied in his memoirs Seen he task whole" 

There was Imw-ver. n Lull in n.nnn after Panlpat, . Nabur'i 
the K^iputfrand llie Afghani. waited lu w what lus moves 
would he Meanwhile, Babur's decision (n make India he. home brought 
him RLwer.il Indian .'Ihe- tri luding n tew Afghan nubl who ^isghr 
j p their ferkmt'H In the rising Murhiil si ir Also, tl 1 hi 111 -, j obJir 
mood in India, which had troubled Babur initially row be can u 
dissipate, because, as Ahmad Yadgor put-, it. during the hr 1 two 
m OTtliS of His Majesty's reign hi? hehnved; lu es-iV "in wilii »UCll 
kindness md guncmhili Ltiai dread and terror were banished from the 
l>. ails of all men' Babur's pu-atiun further umpire, ed around 1 u tnre 
ivilli the arrival of a numb-T of Mogha-s form Central a ia i ' . mm 
on lus invitalinn, ‘'The Moil High has given ll- - u- erei^Li .11 
Hindustan." he had written to Ihcm. '\‘A 1 hr ill comi that ire ma .. ■: 
piospiinLy logetlier " 

Babur needed all the -.in-ngth L>. could mar-ual for > posit! r m 
ijidm war eLill perilous. Hv Central Asian reckoning, m- domain that 
Babur acquired by his- victory over rLirahm'i Lodi was tmmrnM but I 
iy3H nevertheless only a strip of land Staked ■■■ut atone th- 1 annre- 
Dcthi-Agt .1 belt The Mughah. were by no auians ihe dominant power 
in India t'bc Algh.nn^ defeated but noi crushed Ftfmamtd ui pnw r m 
Bdiar and Bengal Immediately rn tin si.su l h of tl^ Mugnul Land- hi 
pcnverful Rajput confederacy under Rnna Sitnga of Mewar, who dreamed 
uf raising a Hindu empire from die ashes o\ the Delh Sulreruti? 
Further south was the prosperous Afghan kingdom of Gujahh a 
fji Ilyin g ground for iiljl bilious AfghoiUi. a 11 1 rurLnei SOia n . ■! 1 nd t. 
Viridliya Mountains, were oilier powerful kingdoms the Deccan 
sultanm and I hr Yijayauagflr empire 

Babur's immediate concern W .13 With Lhc .''Viglirifl rhiuflouiv Vi'ho 
had regrouped in eastern lnd-a and had menacingly advanced k 
Kan'auj, some 200 kilomulres east of Agra 3 ul the Afghan challenge 
turned out to be a weak bluff Ah the Mughais udvnn«d. the;, scattered 

ilnu Riipws were quite eihother matter Babul bow&vix ren-mned 
curiously eouiplacent nboul LLiem, underesturulticig I heir p wer, [T'.ra 
Bnngri, he noies in hu, memoirs', "is thought nut Lu be the rciuai 01 ii"- 
1 Afghiu] rebels -' 1 This was a sericnis aitscslculanon Forlunntely for 
Baburj I he Ri'ijpul-i ware stLfl a lung vv,w LI \nd 1 n,? monSOtin, li.Lrir.g 
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which no major military operation possible m India, hnd hrok n , 
ovh the land Babul would have a few month? rest 

Hp used thLu interlude of peace to lay nut gardens and paW.-tm 1[ . | 
Agra, to make the cilv congenial to his lifcslyic? Soon after arriving, 
Agra he had routed ,iroiind <*i the left bank of the Yanmna, ft* ^ 
crook df the river apptinlfe the fori for a place to build n gn^ 
aimptov hu| had r be saV-t-j found those ground's so had nmj 
unattractive that we 1rav.«sed them with a hundred disgusK ^ 
repulsions StJL 'he ingeniously trarHonned that cheerless landscape 
,nto ,i pliMsanl rctreal, constructing tanks, water courses bath- bnu^r. 
and other buildings, and laying out g.irdcns with ' order ;uid symmetry, 
wuh amiable benders and Bower-beds in every corner, and in every 
border rose and rrutissiis in perfect arrangement/ ns he puis it. jh, P 
VJugh.il amirs luLbwed Babur across the river, and soon the gardui 
complex grew into n Nourishing and lovely suburb The- local people, 
say* Babur, "had never seen grounds planned so symmetrically , iru | 
thus laid out/' and they m their prosaic simplicity called live settlement 
KabuL 



THEM TE-3 H RAINS ceased nnd, st was lime again for Babur in return 
lo the bn ti I e fsu Id. Run a Sang* of Mewar, heading a formidable Rajput 
confederacy, ,uid pined by several Afghan Chieftains, including Mahmud 
Lodi, the brother nt Ibrahim Lodi was rapidly advancing on Agra 
Babur and tii l 1 Rana had h^en in Friendly contact with each other before 
the battle oi PanipaL but non they had bitter grievances against each 
other- — babe r accused the Rana of noi keeping his word in make a 
diversionary attack on Ibrahim Lodi on the eve of Pampai and lire 
Roji-'i iesenled Buber occupying lands to which he had a claim Ttldie 
recnmunatiuns were, however, men; pretexts The real issue was who 
should have sway over Hindustan 

Rana Singa Was a dangerous adversary- According to James Foil, 
■m early-nineteenth'Senluiy chronicler of Rajput history, the Rana was 
&U intrepid arid ferocious a warnor that at the dose of his We 1 ht 
exhibited hui dip fragments of a warn or One eye was lost in a broil 
with hi? brother on inn m on action with Ihe Lodi king of Delhi, while 
ht w ,- j- cripple owing lo a liunb having been nrnken by d cannon ball 
From the sworn or lildCu he counted eighty wounds on vanour, parts id 
his body."' 

i\i the Rana apprc-Dcbcd, hsbyr. who Jtad been earlier sanguine 
about the- Rajputs. nMgnwed lire gravity of the threat. "R<m,i Sonya the 
pagan Satan-like he Ihrew hack his head and eoSIectad an army of 
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i a: timed heretics/' write* Babur ''Ten powerful cfm=K • ]. lire h .relr-r 

i,l ,i pogtiJi hosl, iipri- •■• in jUfebrjllkm a- cnot . me and Linked 
I hdnsclviw-j iip though enchained# in that pem- rao oiir ' t'i.ibur . il u la tod 
lh r potential strength oi the Repute as 'SflO.nwi an army much larger 
ih.in that which Ibrahim Lodi had deployed .u I". imp ■ 

1 his .iliinrad 11 k Mughuls Thu problem, however, .. . no I ju.hI i i 
numbers. Then- was also Hie Rajput valour in be reckoned wiih -v. ihe 
advancing R.ijpul*. ik-cimaled every prelimg conlmgvnl lha! Babur wm 
'lumnul them, Jr the fierceness ami valour of the pagan army" mad-- the 
yughnE UttOps "nnsiotiT and afraid," admits Bi i bur Some ui Bailor's 
Indnii idiiL". especially the Afghans who had pnned hum a I tor Pampat 
l1( iw began l-o desert Mm Even hi own men were sullen relusi.inl U 
fight a dangerous and uncertain battle, risking all their gam - in India 
iliuir neb booty, merely to defend .1 Und they hated and did n,oi u ini 
m hold. They again pleaded with Babur to ratum to Kabul . '"No mantji 
ivord or brave counsel was hoard from any on»* soever,' I ami nr*. H ibut 
Tlien" ss r ert prohLertlS clsewhem too " r rouble and dlSLTlfhiUine rri iE 
I ? ri every side Every day some unpleasant new reached u irvm 
one place nr another/' writes Babur His ■stars » Neeraed. were nna 
avam lurnuig niLiluvntonl To rrtnk'- 1 mailer-,, wona. Muhammad -luni 
a Vpulcd a-Slrologer who had juul Mien armed from Kabul, pn-dii ted 
tba/ because of lh« adverse aspect of Babur would hi- dcfcao-d 
bv Rana Songs Tliis prophecy shatlemd the- fragile moriife •! :hc 
Muchat army, though Babur himself, no strange. N* adver^ij v.i-- iv-i 
perturbed: "We gave no ear to Iils wild words, made nu change m nur 
operations, but got ready in earnest for ihe tight ” 

On lltli February 15,^7. having mamHalted hit; forces L>_v calling; m 
Jus outlymr; garrisonSj Batxir marched oui at Agra a- cofflronl the 
Repute He advanced with great caution laking cam ai wcri ha.! Hu 
protect his camp with ditches, wooden tripods on wheels fwhidi 
served a^ portable breastworks. £1 new mnovahon] and carte joined 
together With chains and rapes of raw hid, Thew prcraudi-n-. helped to 
case the anweiy of his men But this was not enouglu Uaitles ne not 
won bv troops cow efing behind defences To iv in j I^ahur ivouhi !. to 
ignkie die blood of his warriors 

Mulling over ihe problem one day while out riding, Babtn ramr up" 
w Jtb a perfect solubon For over fourteen years be had been I heavy 
drinker, a grave tJiough common infrarijon among the Mughnk I'-. in 
hi? hour Of ensis, lie derided to "return to obedience' - to win divine 
favour, and, more importUiUly lo gain Uiu moral 5Litharity to dedam ihe 
war against Rana Sanga (his first war against a FEndU monarch,! os a phiu i 
holy war, itrtd I'hu.'i to unleash die milrttol fun al his cnen 
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Whal fallowed war, high dmimi. ,v Bnbiif turned the prlVfl 
renunciatory VOW min A Stirling fosnsmentfll rite As Ins men^bj’ ^ 
formation, glu m and uncertain aboul whal te rtpcrh hr faced 11 ^. 
and reusing hut aims U» InVtffci* the blessings of Allah, ceremonially tad 
hi- pledge io renounce wine fWn, with spshdid I hu'.il T L Ln l^y. h t 
called far his abundant stock of wine to be brought, poured ^ 
radiant ruby-red litpjor on. die ground in termt r.f hip : agb.as.t tro^ 
gnashed his 111, Ton'- his gold arid silver flatlets, and gate away ■)„ 
fragments in dervish^ r,nd lliv pour A well was oideng to be d UR 
where the wine iritis poured, and an a Inti-house built beside H |: n J 
good measure, Babur also swore not id tnm his heard thcnififier 

He (hen turned tn address his men. Noblemen and soldiers], 
Whoever sit* down tn the [cant nt tife must iffiore It r, nvci drink n , 
the cup of death. . How much better, then it is to die with honour 
ihnn in live vvLth infamy.. ' he declaimed The mast High God has bui-i, 
propitious to us He has row placed is in such a ensii thnt if we fa[j 
in the held we die the death of martyrs; jL we survive, we rise 
viclonaua, Lhi avengers of his snored cause Let us,, therefore, with one 
accord swear on God's Holy Word that none of os will for q moment 
think nt turning hii* face from this warfare, or shrink from the battle 
and slaughter thr.i ensue, till his soul is separated from his body." 

Hu impart of th' i- words on hi* men was electnc. "Ail thoye 
present refiner and retainer, gmat and small took (ho Holy bonk 
joyfully into tl§tn band 1 - and made v mw ,md compact h ' this purport; 
ba.hu r notes with gratifioatidn "The plan was perfert. Il worked 
adtiLiF.ibh, " Hits mood of Ihc Mughal army then swung dramatically 
tmm dread to dared evil ry J Frona the id foci of these SDid-in flaming 
words i tin fell Into each heart/' snys Mughal chronicler Nizamuduip 
Ahmad 



AT DAWN ON idtll March, Babur reached Khanua. m small: village 
about forty kilometre* west ol Agra There, as Jus army was pitching its 
r.vmp nt i carefully divscn and prepared site near a low lull, he was 
informed I", 10:111 ts thnl the Rajputs Were approaching 

Tf was. as at Rajupni A Saturday and il would Liu nS lucky fr>r 
Babur The batlle oi Klianua was a virtual replay ot the battle- oi 
PCLtupm.. except Lb Lit it lasted nearly double the (Line ,md wa> far m am 
fiercely contested, refilling in heavy casualtlefi. on both Bides 'Die 
battle enmmenr.?a at about nine Ln the morning rind raged on till Jure 
evening The decisive fad-nr ai Klianua, mm nl Piinspai, was (he firepower 
Ot the Mughalu aimed nl ttte enemy compacted Jlto "Onil maS^' r by 
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U^MI lummy. the Rajput flnnJ Mllsl.if i. 'hr Ottoman Tin I m J. urge 
n l Jj' w MlsrH.lL artillery. |J Knct the cnrln braughi furw*u l .uni breki tin 
r s . ,.,j p B ufl n s with, matdilo k md cannon report' Babur ■ ■ lh< 
Mughal folciieri, itriifirm-d by BabjUf - mbatt '"louglit with nick tich, 
jjn.-L pleasure that K wav mom like ,1 rime i>f mirlli lh,ir> one >>( war," 
notes Nir-Limuddm Ahmad 

Tn (he end the KiijpuLs fled, having many dead m (he batticfirld 
[hut according to Babary !he Mughal contingent, chasing them "found 
rn foDl-HPflW 'without Uic pmstmii foe Tteiifl S.uiga himself FU d with 
Bilbur - m hot pursuit But After n chase m about threu I tlomr-tj. • beyond 
Llie enemy camp, Bn bur peeled ,iw ny, living il In other-, in follow on, 
«ri«ch enabled the Rmta tp f^ape. "Titerc was « little slackness; 1 oughs 
J h'.iVL. gone Self/' write- Babur Apparently he did not ■ mt 10 
- rtC . his luck Nor did lie., ns he would norrruiily havedum • * up 
The victory witli an invasion of Miewar, because of ' little waiu end 

much heat on the road/' .. . 

Returning to the LmttLefidd, Pabur ordered a pillar ol seemed 

enemy hendti In bo erected on Liu. 1 hill hfSLdc which the tir=HH '-a- 
futichl. Thia m ft MbgJtei Ttublaiy nte performed after almust tvi i 
baitle. to strike terror m potential adversarjes and ihus U> cripple mpir 
spirit and defeat them even before the battle was ; ought on i proun/ 

By ntshtfnl] Babur returned tu Jus camp, end there assumed ihe 
iitlc rif Qh^zi HoLv Warrtnr, He (hem iumed tu Muhammad Sharif, the 
astrologer who had predicted n Mughal ruul. but wa, now waibiig r 
congratulate Btibur nn hLs vneturv. Babur tore mta Iren-. ,J I poured forth 
mion him a current of nbu->u " Hut eventually 6tci gEimi^ity prevallldfl 
' Wlten i had relieved my heart by H although he w.-d a ^If-na levied 
Tel low . nnd on IriftolErable evil-speaker, yeh as be was my old 
servant, 1 g av - him □ laklt in a present, and dismissed | l|m cummanding 
him to depart from my dominiOTis 
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THE BATTLE OF Khanua marked the uflti of the travails of bahui 
Then? weep still buttles to Fj^ht — Lliere would at hays be bat Lies tD 
fight — but Bni’ur was now indisputably the Empire* of Hindustan, Hu 
T,viis ainteut Th* 1 pace cl his life now eased, and he gradually reverted 
hi the relaxed lifestyle of his bilmjr days tn Kabul. 

Everything ml crested Babur nod most things delighted lnm Hls 
curiosity was boundless, and there wms ui him, even after all hi had 
had In endure m hie, a charming, childlike faculty to find joy m Lhi 
most humdrum things of everyday life It thrilled him, for instance to 
hum the leafy branches of holm-oak which crackled ns they bunted; J, n 
is goad ton u- hum it!' he writes For him, line shining mbon, the 
iloox'nng Vu-h. the rtisbihg stream were all celebratory miracles 
Tonight I elected to take opium;' he writes, '"because of the 
shining til tile moon Again- "On Thursday at sunrise confectwm 
was ualen While under its influence wonderful fields of f towers were 
enjoyed The re were flowers on oil sides of ihe mound, vcfluu- here 
red there om il an-anged! regularly to form n septuple ,J It was with Lhp 
same, joyous wonder that he had first seen India, in 1505. 'In Nmgnahar 
another warn cam-r to ■, lew — nih.Er graisei;, uLtier tree?. nfher ruumnls 
other birds, and uTbor manners and cus tome of dan arid horde We 
were Lima^cd. and truly there was ground for iunnzementd' 

In tsiiiia, biter KJhanua, then- iva.i only one thing tluiL sullied 
Babur - happiress-=his vow to abstain horn wine. -"hr. truth i hu longing 
and craving lor wme4j|rty has been mhnite and endJesi for twn years 
past, "-o rr.urb so ihai sannelimei. U i -j craving for wine brought me to 
the verge of tears " lit wrote to Khwaja Kalan in Kabul, and lamented. 

IVhi/r pfJrrrs 'v^LVeJ amt jrjsltr iw to ijfefmn], 

i fliTfC I'DUt'd i. i :rt,'.Hiln2i’, qijrf ropen fruit am J, 

He- would break his VOW and never L to wine towards the end of his hie, 
put m the meantime he consoled himself with the pleasures of good 
companionship "In the company of friends, death is i feast, ’ he used 
»n say, quoting a Persian proverb Hu enjoyed people and delighted in 
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can^ivlnl parties "There was much | Dicing and laughter ho -nyi 
.Hunj, vvLFh pL < Lire 1 party I ihr hn<,i--<* of an mir Hv r. . i li d u 
. lover repartee bul dispbd 'vapid nnd Empty 1 '' im&It-Ulk 



ONL OF THE enduring p^ssumr. of IJabur, in good limes nnd bad, was, 
his kivu rui lifer. Id ire He now had I In- leisure la luxuriate in it Hr. 
|jb rfl ry wns one of llJS mmt value ptivsr Sirin:. whic h he ahviyi 
curted around with him, nnd books were one ->f tin: treasurer-. he 
hunted Fur in a conquered land, In his memoirs, when he hated ihe 
sovereigns nnd high nobles of n tend, h« aUu listed punts, musicrans 
nnd intellectuals They too m aliened tn Hon. 

I-Tu wrs a fastidious connoisseur of, literature, ,md hs considered it 
cl terrible depravity to write bad poetry His verse is flat and insipid," 
-a^., !u- about bis pa.rem.jt uncle Sultan Mahmud Muza of Bad a kihan, 
and adds "Mol to compose is better than lo compose verse such >■ 
j lt5 ■■ [i frrently distressed him that his son Humayun was □ negligent 
Writer ‘Though inking trouble [your letter 1 urn be read, r is very 
puzzling. and whnEver saw an enigma m pro5e? rf ho nnte upbraided 
Humayun, find advised 'Thy rmnissne^ in writing ^'^ni - to be due to 
tiin tiling which makes thee obscure, iii.it lc to say, lo elaboration In 
mture write unaffectedly, dearly, with plain wards, which saves trouble 
to both writer end reader' 

Babur himself was an ardairned writer He wrote in Turk! as Well 
as ill Persian, but with greater felicity in Turki, in which he was .1 poet 
Second only to Amir Ali Shir"', according io Mi re a Haidar Babur had 
several books m his crcdil, pros* 1 and poetry, even a treatise un 
jurisprudence ami another on Turki prosody Blit his best known work 
is. Fils autobiography, a classic -Ti ite genre 

Pfihur wrote a grind deal after Khanua He found il a fair consolation 
far the loss af tite pleasures of wine Further, he had a curious notion 
LhaL Siterature had healing powers— wr ling irrevurenl pPEtiy he 
believed, caused illness, while writing ennobling pneftre cured iL 1 Hi- 
tv as, lie says. oncE a careless versifier, stringing into verse whatever 
came In his head, J good or had., grave ur jest however empty -tod 
hamli the verse miglil be/’ but became more discnmuiaupg while 
ivritmg ft? uh 1 i/i/ 1 1 1 . Ins poefic magnum opus At Ihut bme soys Babur 
f ’lhis thought pierrEid through mv dull wits and mode way unto tny 
lEOubled he.irt 'A pity il Will he if Lho tunguo which ha? Ihe treasure 
of utterances so tody ns these, is wasted again rm few words Brnce 
that time 1 have refrained from sat-rical and |p.?tmg versL- " 

Nut cjui-tE EJiLbur did still pccasnon'aJly relapse ent a frivolous 
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MScla-- nnd suffered for ifcl A few days alter nn& such t Tavj . 
comprertim notes Babur, I had tdV«r and followed J 

cough, and 1 began lo spit blood each lime f coughed I knew vvh^' 
my reprudf Ciime; 1 knew what act of mine h ncl brought this nffl |< |, . . 
on nit." 

LTnfoi+imafeky very 1 liULu of Babur's poetry U,v, survived, j u 
literary reputation today r^sts solely on bis autobiography. and , n 
from tins large portions are missing Babur used to carry hi' jounanj 
with hint all thus How even an mflitnry campaigns, working fyn ,, 
whenever hi? had a hide time. Tills habit of ftls once led to ^ 
disaster- He was at that time encamped ,n □ riverside, silting up ia| ( . |:| , 
she night. writing Suddenly, a gre it storm burst aver the camp "Hurj, 
a sinrm burst, in the inside of n mnnkml from the up-piled clouds Q f 
the raini season, and such n stiff gale rase, ihiti few tents wore Mr 
standing, r Babur records l Was m If™ audlisoci? tent, about to write, 
before 1 could collect papers and sections the toot came down with its 
pon.li, nghl on rny head Sections and hook were drenched undr, 
water and were gathered together with much difficulty Wu kid duvri 
in folds of the woollen diron'e-carpit, pot this no the throne and on ii 
oiled hkr.KL'ts We, without sleep, tvot^ bu$y till shoot of day drym^ 
iohas and tedious H was probably lo somr* .such mishap that the 
missmii sections ol his memoirs were lost 

The gre 1 - 1 charm nf Babur's me muirs is its directors- nnd simplicity. 

vis total hid of atfectalenn Babur was a candid dirnm. i -i ’[n this 
history L have field firmly lo il that Lhe truth should he reached m 
every matter, and lh.il every act shot Id be recorded precisely as it 
occurred,' he vvntus ‘Train this it Endows of necessity Lhal I have sel; 
down of good and, bad whatever is known, concern ing father and elder 
brother. kuuman and lihrauger: of them nil i have set down carefully 
the known virtues and defects " 

Hi u was his precept Hls practice did hot always quite match the 
high ideal. Babur was writing about himself wiQi his uyus on posterity; 
nnd he would not have been humnn if he did not intensify die drama 
of his Life "Babur's descriptions of events do some tunes vary m detail 
frum oilier contemporary sources, and ii cannot be assumed that hii 
version wa? always righ- Thu discie panaes rue, however, minor, and 
could, he due to differences in perception or quirks Ot memory 

Apart from the books be wroh-. Babur had In his credit Several 
Oilier Cultural r=c cp nip tiihnmn fe stick as mujacnl COmposi hems, and the 
creahon of a new and distinctive style of calligraphy, called Bab on But 
h]S B Teafet pflflfiidh outside Ltareture was gardening. He would even 
pause in the midst of cnbcal military campaigns lo Lay oul gardens, as 
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lie dtcl no I he m'lT-hank near Sirhmd m Punjab art the way to Knupai 
In Agn. nn»" of Ins fiftt projecls ww; lo build i garden oimplcx- L.iter, 
he hud mil another garden at the lake in Pan Spur, where he had a six 
By six metre tank hewed mu of n single masn of nxk, ',,iying. -"When 
il is finished. I Wifi Id I n. with wiilm " A I Sikri, on bin way buck from 
Khanufl, he ordered no oi-fegiinal pLiHorm to i* j built in Ihe mi liJJv nj 
I hr lake there, for him to repose ind enjoy pi urn I.e -ii • I vrj 
hauling in die lake, -ay. Guibndan 

Babur was a keen horticulturist I had plantains brought and 
planted there fin Kabul i. (hey did very well, 1 he writes 'The year 
heforc I had sugjr-c.vnc plank'd there il .il ■ did wet! " Jr lodi.i he 
wan ecstatic whtrn the grapes and melons which h* had lLn-ju. '-d loId 
tile Garden of JiLght Piiradibcs in Agra began to bear fruit Id haw 
g nip Pi and Melons grown Ltl this iv.iy in Hindu&fen tilled my me :• ure 
of contenl, ho Writes 



L'Hlb CAfAPTV Oh tin bur to hud joy n* f.o mar}' different Ihings w,i; 
wh,it suitEimed him durmg Ills yrars of ndvi; reify, fr.ir Bpmc feed i*r 
oilier of I he many fareis of his persondily always c.iugju the lighl uf 
the surij whichever Way the wheel of inh- turned. Bah or -a- a blessed 
dileltantH, no I a driven, obsessed genius Whatever h- did was a 
viporuu'- and rhucrful CKprewinn of his own vigorous and cheerful, self 
□pen and ipemliwouK. Babur deligbled in being Babur 

All dllrigs fresh and new gJadderr-d mm and he travailed aruLiild 
hit Indian umpire w 1 1 h the fei^y enthusitom of i tnunsl- fh’ey are 
wonderful blijJdingh " hd writes aboul (hi GwalShr fnrf cnmplL'. dlOugb 
he found the rooms dark- fl.nd airless,, ind I,! palace llsnlf h . and 
nnsyTnjnelnfa] Ji fn Llie valley benertili the furl, he visited fhe Iain 
shrines alongside inn lake where, 111 notes, the idol? are -hewn quiii 
naked mlhouf mv-uriog [he privities hint a bad place l he idols 
an? its defect, I, for my part, order. J llltfil deslioyed 1 -Ie also VtSik'd 
Lhe nearby E hndu fenipJes, bui ssys nothing about destrovuig I hr.- idols 
then? — Lt seems that it was hm, atfitocbc sensibilities that were atfvmfed 
by the jam idol.- 1 ., not In IS rdjjjiqus ^nhniEiiLs 

Tne tours of Babur had a political purpose too: he was femilioriiing 
hrrnieir with his uir.ptn:, itt. land its people WliaLeyer else his interest- 
arid activities, Babur alwav- had one -jvu locked vigjliinll; •.»n Slale 
seirui-ily. Chi that he would never relax "No bnndagE equal- that of 
sovereignty,'' he would wute sternly t.O Hu mayun when, that aasygDLny 
prmce wanted tn " retire" from guvemmeril "Retirement maidies not 
With rule.' 
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Curiously, drapriu oil the attention lu 1 gave lo jggBers n f flu? 

,md uS^pite Es scholarship m Jurisprudence, Babur did mt set up ^ 

, tudimentiirv fl^inlshahve spteffl In Indin This fallen- canrioi ^ 
explained away by the fact thnt he Riled India only for I,.-.. ih, Ln ^ 
yerns or that during that time he was cuntinually engaged m wars, ^ 
Linder virtually the ^me cut 1 mi -1, incus, Shcr Stub <thv Afghan , h . 
who Inter expelled Babur's success from Tndia) m?| up a comply 
'4lscient and enduring adminSGlratjve system, 

Bui then, Sfwr Shah was of die land: he knew its ways, and 
only to overhaul and energize ihe prevailing system Babur was 0l , 
alien in India, and he did not hnw the time to familiarize hilnseU with 
jiQcpl traditions, Besides, ht£ .idrmmslratsue a ft hides wt-re cnndii.iim,. f | 
by his experience in Lurbulent Afghanistan, which could bt- ruled only 
by sot/t (sword) niiL qiifiirm {pen.), .is- Babur pul,, it. 

All that Babur did m India by way nf adrtiintstr.iliv£i action wag tr. 
purol out his domain among Kli a ours, for them to govern their fief* 
ap they pleased. He did no L wen have a regular system uf revenue 
collection Once, in October If^S, when he needed lunds— he was d-,c. r | 
of funds in Indi,i, us ho had given away virtually all ihc- plunder he had 
gathered— he even had to requisition contributions from tits amirs, 
nnieruig that uadi stipendiary should drop into the royal treasury 
LiurU in every hundred at Iris allowance, to he used im war mafmd 
and appliances, Eoi equipment. lorpnwdei, and for die pny of gunners 
and mEitdiluchmen 1 

Tins was nn unusual procedure, presumably adapted to meet some 
emergency, The primary source of revenue fnr Babur in India was. 
pillngt As he candidly states tn his memoirs, raids wore often made 
specifically lo reizv plunder— lor instance. he notes that ho once decided, 
choosing from different alternatives, to march westward from Agra 
because that was where there was "treasure helpful fur fhu army ' The 
hiughals lived by war, Nol to wags war was nut to live, or el Lcdil not 
to have Ihe means of livelihoods 

It certainly way a failure ol Babur flint lit- did not make me 
transition from Ihe ways nf nomadic monardiy to I how uf a seLtied 
empire As Slier Shah observed, the MugWSLs "have no order or 
discipline, and their kings do not personallv superintend the 
government, hui leave all the affairs of the Stale k> (hen nobles nnd 
ministers , , These grandees act on corrupt motive in every ease/' 



BACK. IN ACJKA alter the battle uf Khan.ua, Babur rewarded his mem 
suitably, distributed heJs among hin nobles, and, as he had promised 



j 1 1 ■. i >. 1 1 1 1 i in pay 



ho would, granted leave to thasi* who Wflotod In return In Kabul 
l-liininyun w'-'s dispatched In govern BadLikshajn, which had fallen tu 
ft.ihur m 132*1 Then, J' ihe monsoon was imminent he sent Lfn 
ri'in inning officers In then hf'K -n got some welheamed feist and to re- 
M n <ht!if mn Unvote Hahur himself remained in Agra, m I he Gordon 
r,'i t jj 4 .|m Pnmtlbes", till Ramudiiv and then moved tn Sikn, bi'cauw, hr 
n m lie did nut want ID break hr-. vu : -lnm of not hnlthng Hill Ramadan 
faa»t in die same, place for two successive- years 

tVlien the nitttW.flbri nndud Babur set out on his campaigns again, 
Un. Lime against Mvdim Rat of Chandwi m nurllvirasEein Malwa Hen- 
i ,r ihe first time lie cfitTk across fh<= macabre Rajput nln of jaulw in 
whicli. Faced with certain defeat wumvn and I ulrirt-rs ■ mmulated 
themselves or were slaughter'd by dieir men who then slew each 
other or ruslifid out naked lu Eght end die— to preserve their honour 
7l, e Rajputs kept their honour; Babur tunk tlie fori 

' Meanwhile ’till’ A fgu.ilil- were on tllv move again uimt uf Agfa and 
though thuy initially scattered without feghttag when Babur lurried on 
I hem iriEnacingly, they regrouped again sopo after., ill is rime under th-: 
command of Bub .in Mahmud I odi Ihv broUuu nf Ibrahim Lodi, whD 
hnd set hunselt up the king < 1 / Bihar. Babur Lhcn launched a second 
eastern campaign, and m a battle fought at the confluence nf the C.uigLi 
,, n d the Ghagll.ua, near PnUifl on 6th Mny 1529, he decisively ruuh J 
the Afghans 

Tlie bnHlv ot I'atna was Babur's ki-t major military' campaign By 
Lhen, hrs eltcnhuii Jiad once again fumed Lo (tevelnpments beyond die 
Hindu Kush; in fact, even while he was marching against llic Afghans, 
Iih eyes were on Central Asiai ^ he had received reports □ t Uebegr 
I’ertign rlasliM in Khurasan An old gleam now returned to Babur's 
— maybe the Timund lands could yet be recovered, he thought 
aitd nrdered H im iayun m Badakilian 1,0 |OUi thn fra;, Tlrank Cud! now 
15 vOllt Lime to hilt life and slash sword-;' he wrote. '"Neglect not bhe 
ivork chance has h cd L ight He grips the world won hasten:, Babur 

then made plane for himself Lo return to Kabul, tu be dose !o the icene 
of action -Matters ore rnmmg Eo some SCtLlement in Hindustan, there 
isj hope that tile work here will inon be- arranged," he wrote to 
Khwap Kaiar. ‘'TTils work brought ln nrdar, Gnd willing, my itart v,ilJ 
be- made at once,' 

Nothing came of Ihnsp plana. In Central j\a=a, the Ulbeg'i reC0Li.r>ed 
their initiative Lhv Persians re-bvatEd. and Humayun aborted tii^ 
campaign Babur was not destined to sw Kabul dgsiTi However, 
toward :i tlie rinse uf 1529. lie did proceed as far ss Lahore, emci spent 
a couple of umnthii there Surprising] v. he did. not make the short hop 
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from there lo Kabul, winch he w p;t»Umitic.'|y yearned to vlm( llT 
Instead, he burned tn Agra. His memoirs do not tell 
abruptly lo mid-scntencc or 7th September ]$29 Even lhe entHea^ 
I he previous several months are sketchy Something was anuv, 



BABUR HAD HOT been in' garni health for quite same tune 
he |ihcTuimtm:jl physical vitality, he had always been prone u, , Lint,..' 
and at least once, in 1493, when ha was fifteen, was so critically til tS 
hsa life was despaired oi. His memoirs ars dotted with account nE l n ' 
numerous ailments "it was a strangr sort nf illness,-' writer Bsib UJ 
about .1 bout ct fever 'tor whenever w ith much truuble E had been 
□wakened, mv eyes closed again in sleep In lour or five d-jys ] ^ 
quit a well," On his final Indian expedition, as soon he ertifted the 
mountains. he fell ill ''That evening 1 had lever and discharge win, 
led on io cough, and every tune l coughed. I spat blood " hi! nut*'. pi 
India, because of she oppressive climate and die rigours of mccsgjjnt 
wars he was ill quite often, especially in lhe last couple of years dF h t ., 
life— ht suffered Irpm recurrent lever, boils, diarrhoea, sciatica 
■discharges of the ear* and spitting oJ blood 

Amazingly, despite his ill health, even late in Ins life Babur could 
perform physical feats from which a much younger man would tiavij 
fins tiled At forty-sbt wt Und lum exuberantly swimming across the 
Ganga "E swam the Gangri river, counting every strokv ,r he writes ' | 
mossed with th irty- three, then, without nesting, swam bark J had 
swum the other rivers, Ganga had remained to do " Stilt, age had 
begun to tell on him Hr suffered from ennui «rs much at from LU 
health For all his vigorous enjovniint of life, Babur had a. renunqateiy 
streak in bun, a predilection tor mystiLL.sm "I am a king but vet Hu 
slave of dervishes, he u^ed re siy He had led a full life, had sect, 
everything, done every thifjg, and now hn was lired. Sometimes he 
went into a deep depression and talked of bee Dining a hurmd ''My 
Imart is bowed down by ruling mud nigrting,* he said, '''I will make 
over Line kingdom to Humayiui." 

Hib iron will began to falter He returned to wine And, though Ik 
had not till then shown ary great fondness lor the company of women, 
lie now betaine attached to Wo Caucasian slave girls, Cul-narand Nsi- 
gut wham he hid received ,1s a gift from Shah ['flhmasp uf Perrin a 
couple of years earlier The doath ol an infant son Aiwar, at this time 
upM 1 ' him greatly Eie missed Jus children, and kept OikLng to sec 
Hu\Jq!, Kes yowngtsL son. who was away in Kabul. There were signs of 
senility Ms mind often wandered- He tank little interest m government 
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l_j t . p 3Sse j his lime in company with Mughal companion 1 - and 
friends, m plea sun.' and epjo^ent and ramus mg , m the prescribe of 
irnthan h c: g,d a rein g girls wilh rosy cheeks who sang times and displayed 
l he ,r pU'L-OETipbsh merits/' Vadjjar reports Mir Khalifa possessing 
the chief authority, managed the gov eminent and III', decree- Were like 
three uf the Sultan himself/' 

In that p.fffplcKing ^hiaf&rt. Hurniytin. abruptly returned to India 
friim Badnkshar without royal permussion. a 'icnoiu breach of propriety 
[1 is likely t hisl he had come ta know of hn Mhtre condition; It could 
i]sl) he thul he h^d heard the nimaur ihac Mir Khalifa was plot-ting a 
succession coup — -though none tiF Hum.iv a ns contcmporarif:- mentions 
-,udi a cn/iEpirucy the writers of lii* nexl genvrnbnn d< i >ii it indeed 
then.' was sudl i plot, ll fre/led Oul On the am 1 - at of Hum ay in m Agin 

Babur upbraided Efumayun for leaving Budakshan withnni 
ptrcmisisiGn, but soon forgave him Murrayun. though -ninewhai 
twcuntrir, and not as ambitious or erer^etic a - Babur would have liked 
Jum ta be, was neve rthdess n lovable uad highly cultivated prince 
whose company Babur enjoyed hugely Says Abul Fad, "Hie EmpiUrir 
ni.uiy times declared Hi at Humnyun wa.s an incomparable comp-mion " 

After spending a Jew days with Ins father in Agra Humayun loti 
for iambhal. lus hot near Delhi, and Babur lunwlf with hi 1 ? wives 
moved la his gardens, at Datilpur. There he presently received an 
urgent message from Humayun :- ramp 'Hurnayun Mn/.a u. ill and in 
an sTdraordinary state Her. highness the Begum shonald come at once to 
(JeLhi, lor llrn Mirzn is much prostrated " Babur, --.,v r S GutbaJ.m was 
desolated by iho hews. When Hum.iyun's mother, Maham Begum. 
cDnSDied him, saying, "Do nol he troubled about my son You are a 
king what gnofs have you? You haw other sons E sorrow because I 
have only dus i™. 1 ' Bubur said, "M.lhnm, aJlhough I ha^'v o-ther sores, 

1 love nolle as I love j our Humnyun I crave lllilt thi^ dien hed child 
may have bis hoart's desiiti and Siw long, and i desire the kingdom tor 
him and ills! for others, because he hat not hit equal in djitmclion 
Babur immediately returned to- Agra mid ordered Humayun tn- be 
hrougtit by boat from t.3elhl to Agra ior treatment, bui bv the hmt; th- 
prince reached Agra, lu* wot deitnons ,md critically ill 

Chulv god could save Humayun >1 seemed And gnd. ,in onur 
.SLiggeriEd, could be induced to save the pnnee if one oi Homayim's 
valued possessions was offered as a propitiatory obtahcm Babur seized 
llie thought, but rejected the suggestion lo offer a greal diamond 
belonging to Humayun, Instead, he decided to, oster hi.* own iifr. 
characterxsticatly placing neJUitnc-nt above trva£u.ru and contending that 
i.t was till 1 father's life thal a son Valued most As Mughal chxotuelerf- 
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LgU the story, Babur (hen arcHm.im buJ.il fed the sick- bad am I h T - n 
terrtn tly that h^own Life be taken in exch.in^e Lor his son's lif <7 , W ri , 
Abu I Fn.zl: When Lite prayer had been heard by Cod . he {b^w! 
fell .i strange effect on himself find cried oui. 'Wui have borne n 
We have borne a away 1 Immediately n hfrafl'g* heat uf fr Vw 
upon his Majesty and then 1 was a sudden diminution of \t (n 
person of Lus Hi-glul^ 

That very day he fBaljur) fall ilk and, Humnvun pmtrcd wattr Qn 
his head, and iinm^ our and gave. Audience, says Gulbadnn. h iuiccipum. 
lime in remembered pain Becattfiff nl hi$ illness, they carried my r0 u n | 
father wilhm, and he kept to hts bed far iwo or three mon(hi % ' 

AW Find: ' in n short pie he (Humayun) entirely recovered while 
Bkbtir gradually grew Vitim and irinrks of dihsoluhon and death 
became apparent.'' 

As Babur's condition worsened, Mumayun who had relumed [ u 
his fief, was called l?ncl In Agra Me Was shacked ai the sight nf tun 
father ’1 left him ivull, what has happened to him nil at once?' 1 j K , 
usked the amirs, 'They said this and that m reply/' Writes Gulh^dafi 
Babur was suffering from nn acute disorder of the bowel s, and was in 
great pain Day by Jay he Inst strength and became more and mare 
emaciated,. 1 recalls Gu lb ad an. Every day the disorder increased and 
hj'.- blessed countenance changed 1 Probably delirious, he kepi asking 
for HincUJ. and wanted to know how mil he had grown, even though 
he had soert tlm boy just a few months earlier. f'Alaa! a thoi^nd hnitiH 
alasl that II do no! see Hmdal!' he Lamented awr and over Hahur was 
tpFEng his msod 

Bui hv ilili Imd Load intervals when he could make clear decisions, 
The day after Humayun arrived, Babur, Lying oh a couch at ihe fool nf 
the throne, called fus am us to him to give them lus dying instructions. 
Then. Faking Humnyun's hand m he,, he asked the prince to sit on die 
throne, and asked his nobles to acknowledge him as king "For years 
1 1 has been in my heart to muke aver the tfu'ene io HuinoyLm. nnri hi 
retire to the Zer Atshan, I'GoLd Stuttering.) Garden, 1 ' said Babur "By 
divine grace \ have obtained m health of body everything but tint 
fulfilment'- of But wish Now v, lien illness has Laid me ioiv t charp-n 
VDU ad to acknowledge Humayun m my stead." Babur then turned to 
Humayun 'Do nothing against your brothers even though they may 
deserve it/' hu counselled '"At these words," notes Gu Ibadan, 'hearers, 
and □nlonkeis wept und lamented. His own blessed e\l-- also filled 
with tears." 

On Monday l-teh December 1^30, Babur passed away ‘‘Black fell 
diG day fur children and kinsfolk and all/' grieves Gulbadfin. 



36 



in Ai:t. I 1:1 I Tri! DAY 



Bnhin was E.ucl In n ■! hi Lite Garden "l Eigld Paradise in Agra 
n pw renamed Aram Bigfr, Garden of tics!, opposite which the T.t| 
would iis e four bomi yi-.ir, afterward 1 !,, probably 

' n i nd 1543, during the raij.pi "I Slier biutli, [he mohri remain', fit 
Ij'^bur were irnm.n’nriJ In Kabul and buried as Babur had k irt-ci. in 
|.| s f^vnunU 1 ^ardtm on tlw shah-i -Kabul hill overlooking .: stream and 
! . ,,si muadnw, tv i tli the snows ot the Paghmnn in Ihc far horizon,, in 
^ m ple grave open In ihe sky The man nf t'hi 1 mmmUinnf w.v- back 

home 
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The Dreamer Cometh 



p t -|LjR pAY5 AFTER Babur's death, on IfMh December I'm ,1 Jay 
r hio^t-ii by astroJmfrrsi Humiiyun, U-.vnly-Ihrc'f. ascended Ihe throne in 
For Htimayun wlio« nnme meant fortunate, We as a grince had 
h£ .,, n ,n Jark. .-V king lu* would neuter again krn^w any real reprm?. 

Dreamer*- they moved through a dream/ Babur hnrf once said at 
hit hedonistic cousins sn Herat Hu inuld haw gaid the r.uTU about 
Humnyun who was mom awake m Jus dream* than when awake 
Though personable,. cultunAl and .irritable, Humayun was, ■ ays Fcreshta, 
* J fr^r the most pert disposed In npend hi*- hmt in ^ormi intercourse 
and pleasure " He larked the grtl to match the turbulence ol thi wnrld 
he Lived m. Predictably, his reign, which began as a dream, darkened 
inln an nwful ni.yUlmare 

"i have -c-cn lew person- possessed • i so much natural talent and 
excellence as he ,/ writes Mirza Haidar ‘In battle he was steady 
□nd brave in cnnyuifialton, mgeiuouH and lively, and d the social 
hoard, rid I of WiL He was ton d-h pa rind and gonErnug He iva= n 
Jjqnifipd and magnificent prsnet’, .mJ ubsurvLd mudi state Bus ui 
roitiequemre nf bin having dissolute and sensual men in his service 
,u id ,-, c hts intercourse with them he contracted grunt tad habits as 
tar instance, 'h^ use of opium All ihe evil that has been wl 

(town to the Emperor, and has become Lhe rcimmnn l.iLt- cl the people 
ei aLlributabfe to thL^. eice * 

Humayun wag n skilled mathh‘maiLc[iin r and was imoqualled in 
the sciences of astronomy and astrology and all abstruse sciences, say 5 . 
Akbafs com her Bndsuni But these talents had little to do With the 
item buninusL- jof government Even in hi 5 esoteric pursuits, Humayun 
llfld no particular achieve mew to Ins credit — lie was compulsively 
inventive Luil in .1 bemused,, eccentric way. nnd he larked the lenacih 
nf. purpose to forge his airy whimsies into solid achievements l-w loved 
playing at being .m mlellei/f Linl ,ind an aesthete |usr .is he loved 
playing at being a king 

Even virluui turned into Vices in Humayun, ' The mildness ind 
lienevofencfi of Hu mayor's 1 ItHj'acte’r were excessive Says Fenahle 
■'HiS eoriveF&ation ” writes Mhishtaqui, “wif ■.£* nice that he never 
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addressed any piers cm as hi bul or. sfmnur ' flic harshest p^orm^ , 
fc ever -M to haw Used was.. You stupid' Says Badauw "H»> ]u „ 
opened his lips in a smili'. nar did lie ever vast an tagry gl^. ^ 
anyone. 1 ’ 

Humayun was a rtlLifil in hes time and piste an cas&dov mg 
among a \varilke penplu m charge ot .1 nascent kingdom in a pi-rtL-otj . 
setting Though E.ibur list! in ihreis ma|nr crununte] tooted IKosli ivli.. 
appmed his eilhy into Hindustan, the adversaries wen still amm^ 
lurking m ihe shadows Their ehftilenges had In be met, Humnyim 
could nni even be certain of die loyally of his own men, a mmfc.. 
crowd drawn from dilfervnt Lenlr.il .-V-iiciti iiiiiilial nciiii E lit* prosn^ 
tl f plun4fr was their only unifying motive and heroic leadership ih c 
only means of harnessing Hie it energy Humnyun also hid lo cnnier^ 
with the ambitions of his own km. brothci* and cousins. all S(Sins nr 
grand*™* ot kings, .til eager to be kings themselves These haz^ 
amid he overcome only with a wdl-.sharpencd sword, inr .v- K,ht,j.ui 
I' ljhMayiin's yqajftger brother put it, 

iVrici ,-f ic Jars Jwiwflt ridhp dmninimi '$ t'l'.ik 

MiiiC kiy-- ic gfaifmfl;? sabre's bp 

Humayun, though personally courageous, hud fio particular enthusiasm 
Inr kissjng tbe Ka lore's Up. 



NASlRklDDlN MUHAMMAD Hnmnyun wu*. bom in Kabul on fcLh 
March iBGS. 'the sun bring in Pwcus" ndtea Bubm At twelve, hp was 
Licnt off lo liadakshfld as gavernoi It is not known how tie Jared 
them — probably not I oo well, (or Babur's very first mrnmenl nn 
Humayun in ins menimrs mm plains about his tareiiness Babur Hum 
sL-fhnj- out from Kabul on his final Indian campaign, had ordered the 
prince to join him on Ihe wny, but Humnyun was long m coming "[ 
VnutH harsh letters Id Humavun, ' say si Babur. ‘leelunny bum Severely 
bopan&e pf hm long delay; beyond line tune Ii*ed lor him lo 10m me r 

Htunayun did well ui India, though He ivus blooded m battle 1 ru?nr 
.\mb alii in Punjab, when? be routed m Afghan a umIilIT y force and 
returned with a ■ hitch 0! severed one my heads.. Babur uuiihidered that 
auspicious, \l liijj- same station and. iris same day ihe razor or 
sdjt&ors Wert iln-l applied in Huitliiyun's beard," records Babur The 
boy had bvrnmc a man Liter .-,1 Tampa l ,15 well a3 nj Khanm, 
Humayun commanded the. r- s ht wing of the Mughal army. 

After khanun Babur sent HuTnayun back, to ligdpik^bcin as governor 
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, , rt|is || U !r ruot'lden years e>ld r an agi? at wfa h Mughal princp'. were 
/.-ni.dlv baUlfrhfsrdcoed veleratif in the thief of the r trdgg)r.. f.- r 
^crviviil cmd dnmination Hut then j WM in Huuuiymi a dipitijrbirtg l.ick 
,if eaiTieslnH*, w unbci rnning rapriciousness I hi. tmubli I Babur 
End'll inluriated him when 1 fym.iyun raided, perhaps ^ .1 prank, thi 
’ . vry uf Delhi nn hw way In Madakdiar. from Agra I m .<f Inokcd 
lM ' r ' such a thing Iron 1 him writes Babur, 'll gm-voil me very much 
l\ vT o[e and sen l off to him very ,i:veru rep foil the ' E lumay tin w,i no! 

r i 0U!l about governing Badakshafi eiLhur, but kept pwfermg Babur lo 
nllms him in "retire" from there. *0 that Babur had to chide htm again- 
'VV. for die rr-tiremiMii • 'retiremr lit spoken nf in tbv fctti r^— ■ - i in-in' .t 
f a; iii fnf i-ovuruignty Roitromenl makes no! rule " 

Still. j'lumayuA was Babur's chosen heir There was no dispute 
, ihout his succession. But troubles began immediately thereafter The 
1 'ir^t to chnllenge Hu may oil Was hi^ brother Karnran On Babur'- >J' Jill, 
3-iis ih rone arid the overlbrdshtp of Lhu empire, along with [hr Mughal 
UndK. in Hindustan, went to Humayun K.unran got Kat-.il at .1 
Kandfihnrr Askarl and Hmdiil. the Jither lw- surviving Sons nf Babur 
received subordinate ftefs. Lkidakshiin was giVvn to Suloiman Mina, .1 
second cousin of Humayun, The division of the empire between 
Humayun pnd Kamran was mure or Jess accord inn. rn ih* 3 ratio ii-.u 
Babur had specified Bul K.imrau, .in fnocdmately spirited vouth, was 
nut con ten! wilh liis nhare, and seeking tn measure ■; l 1 1 Ins domatri -■ ith 
,i draivn sword in ihe liimmci tradilitui. he crossed the Indus and lutd 
claim m thu entire territory Wtefc sf the Satlujl 

TIils could have- meanl war But K, -union lud taken c,iF'.- I" clo^k 
hm aggression behind a pretence 0.1 subservience by wnding emiisani-s 
to Humayun tn proftiis fealty and seek mduigunce Humiyun on hi 
part, out of his natural softness of heart as web as out 01 icgnrd f. r the 
advice of Ins dying father to he indulgent I invar Js his brothers, treated 
Kamnm with forbearance and acceded tn his demands In fact, hi- ^ave 
Kamrafi more land than he diked Jos Kamran in tun;, matching 
.wentsmenl with sentiment wrote ha Humaylin 

Muy entry rns.f lufJicfi rises on thy miy, 

Be J fjL* dlflurfnijf c/ Jke fnffri nf wv L'ri; f rj ci/ri 

Hie sons of Babur A r ere a curious In 1 They were vinLunt adveisanus u> 
Iheif fight fur land and power, but otherwise entirely laving and 
brotherly They showed genuine mutual .iffection even in the mid- 1 if 
their most ■?aviige clashes, and often wi.pt ever each other s tales — fates 
ivtuch they inflicted on each other 1 
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AROUND 11 tr TIME ihal Kamran invaded Funjah Humnyun also t, 
to face n rebellion by hw cousins (who held jkiporlant fiHh h^t A 
Sewell .in femirgeiiL Afghan bellijprHKe in Bihar under Mahmud W 
Humayuu dealt with ihrec thresh with an Uni^ptertetto ihn w ‘ ' 
ipiirih . first iubiiuiiig the 'Mgh,m.y I hen turning to i:hiise off hi:. cpu^'. 
His cousins would ctmLmue to be i nuisance lor a white bng w /^ 
they would never again directl y threaten his power., and ,r. for M.<|-, rni; „, 
Lodi he now finally gnvo up Kts* struggle to regain the tmpenal 6cep? Tl . 

The field of action then shifted tn Gujoral A small kingdom gro WM 
rich on the trade of Lb pnri emporiums, Gujnral wels at Ihis Lume rekti 
by Bahadur Shah an ambitious and energetic monarch who stood fo^, 
ij. the standard-bearer of the Afghans after the defu.il of Mahmud Luj, 
To Cu]ara.lt flocked defiant Afghans From ail nvor Hindustan, a# weft ^ 
,i few Mughal rebels Even Abm Khan the brutes*: Lodi pretender, who 
had mi daily brought Babur into India, wa.s there. Hie presence yj the^ 
i, olatLk: elements in Gujamt igruted Bahadur Shah's mvn ambitions, .mj 
presently he began lo move aggressively in several direcjjfara lie 
his armies *nuth tn threaten the Deccan hultamtes, nnrtli toward 
Rajas than and Punjab, and east towards Malwa arid beyond, as h h e 
meant tu gobble up the Mughal Land-, m one gargantuan bite 

There was, however, a fatal flaw m Bahadur SlialV-- strategy Ht 
mistook territory for power, and in ranging out m too many directtbns, 
spread hs* power thm. instead of concentrating at against die un-. 
man — ltumay-un— whom he had to defeat to realize his ambitions Rj.j 
al] his apparent .iggnr-siveneAt- iliere wan .> certain I imu.lt L\ rh Bahadur 
Shahs bearing inwards the M ugh a Is — he was reluctant to confront 
Hum ayun directly, and in battle he seemed more amriouft no I to Iojg 
than tu wmi 

Inevitably, he lost Though initially Bahadur Shall and his allies did 
make some gains against iin? Miighals, wld one army under Tauter 
Khan, Alum Khan s ab!a f-o-ji, evert penetrated the environs of A^r i 
won lliuy were m lull re treat everywhere, and Bahadur Shah him=eif 
llad without engaging when llumayun confronted him in Me war 
Darling from place to place, pursued by I-funsayun, Bahadur Shnu 
finally escaped into th* bland o£ Dm, a wfe refuge From the kuid 
bound Mughal 

Himiaywi chased Bahadur Shah as lar as Cambay, where he 
paused briefly to have n took at the Luti (which nu Timund had ever 
seen before^ arid ihen doubled hack in besiege Champ,' imr, ,i strong fort 
in dpep foresl where the fabled royal Ireasures ot Gujarat were reputed 
to he hidden The siege dragged on ior Jour months, hut in the imid 
HumaVun— whosa ■vpinl had nal yet br;L*n liquefied by opilJITL and 

>U 
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pp—^tormed the fort in a daring night actum per:*: inn LI) loading 
Mughal braves lo L ' '.ili' Ihe furl rift spikes driven into rock 
”" r '| imirwurk in a remote and unguarded parted ihe ir icli'l built ovnr 
Hillside It W.T- Kuinovun's llnerd hour 
A *' [n i hi in 1 .- beyond imng^alion fell to the Mughali at i hampnnir, 
. , n ih'migh Bahadw Bhah had removed tha rnwn pivul- and prut mJ 
T'.'lnard (O Dill "l lumayitn gave hli offiuTS and soldier-, as much 
' I ] silver, and jfwels as could bo heaped on lliair respective dudiT. 
priorhonmj; Ihc value to their rank and merit/' lv Fcri-vhla Tht 

^rnr and 

,. iyh Abut Pad, by lioldmg mngmhccnl barquets 



f , r h 15 men then Fell to revelry Humayun dr-i- T r«d inm-. h 
^ A jjul Fad. by 'holding mngmfuroiU banquets and con-aantly 
Pranging royal antvriamments on the hanks of the Du RUy# Unk. iJ He 
had nb tliLiufiht of consohdating his ccmquesl 



DiSC IP LINE IN THE MugM army was so E.ix at ihis hmr and suth 
WiW the general quixotry that one day records AM FarJ, j band of 
initiated gubordinate st.df, 'bnnk-Lienrcrs, acmour-bearerr. mlc-horn- 
JL a nd die like'k while listening to the expire la of Timur being 
rtld out at the ram p tin.', took It into their head-, to d- ■-■n '!••• nnm 
and sul out — to conquer tht Deccan, no less' 

The revellem were nvartrifeen and brought back, Fo liit'ir misfortune 
th,- dny was a Tuesday, when Humayun, according in his astro locally 
determined fanev. "'wore the rod vesture of Mars and sat on the H.rt-nu 
of wrath and vengeance 1 The ciltp# were therefore b : .ndrd out in a 
weird npplLcaiicm of poetic juiffce, pimishoicnte " fining iheir d^tlny' — 
those who lind acted in a headstrong mimner had then livads chmppett 
off those without discretion L'nal distinguishing between their feel and 
I heir hands, ,J as Abul Fazl put- it) had their feet and hands severed 
iind so cm. NoL only that, an imiim, whose prayers that dny wer< 
drought to haw implied a criticism of Hunuytm s eccehtric punishnKflta 
was ordered to be trampled to death under tha foot of an elephant— 
iJioufih when Huipiivun realized that the poor imam did not nu an are, 
criticism all, lie "spent the whole night m so-rraw and weeping, n s,v. - 
Abul F.izl- 

Initialing such savage and arbitrary punishments was a medu", a! 
royal privilege, a demonstration of the king’s ali-snlute power 
Humayun *• peculiar rauli was not arbitrariness but capriL'Joii5iriess 
Tl’iurt? was in him n, OPT Is in quirkinass of character that often made him 
look r;iJLy Especially so were his r-iitroLogvdmked pr,iuk;>, such as ih-:- 
'carpui of mirth" ihul He invented It had Circles rfearked out on ii in 
different colours to represent the planets, an which ihe cuuriiers 
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positTPned themselves according In lht J planet I kit was app T(lrr 
thtun and pbysd a > urmm gnnn m which (hey mther stood 



Id 



re-clim'd □'-■cording to Ik fall oJ Lhe J ll .. — this, according i 0 '' "' 
'iva 1 ,1 mean* of increasing mirlh ' The courtiiTv wv should ' il ^- 
dared not but enjoy ^ 

Not alii of Mi 1 m.i y u 1 ! s innovations vmtl- frjvploLis. Hie p rw ( ^ 
portable bridge he deigned was an ourulbrit device, and hu, jj-?M 
palace wild ib bazaar and garden, 40 ek-ganl creation. Untuum . ' [ 1 
Kttnpyujn otluj^ turned even gwri ideas ludicrous bv over-djitn/ V" ' 
thorn Fur irishmen, the drum of justice which he set up near thr- ^ 7 ^ 
hall in Agra, to enable people in appeal tn him directly, was m 
thoughtful arrangemOntr but ivhrat hr worn on to specify r|nj; r . 
number of beats tor different tajtipJau'its — one beat for a rn □ e Lo r 
dispute, (wo tor the nun-receipl of wages nnd dues.. LhFee m '.', 
oppression — i( trivial! red thn idea 

The stars ruled HumaV un's life m a manner which ever, prof. ,| 
asiToLngcrs would have found bizarre. Me allowed astrology tp r,ux v 
I urn Far out I hat it uriualh tnnk bin oul o£ this world altogether 
What he did on each day was determined mm by the ejdgenae-, [,| 
gnyerameh!. nor bur any rational mode of linn? management hut by if. 
attribute nr the plane! of the day -Sunday and Tuesday, for exLij'nriJ^ 
wen- given In government attain, because, as Abul Fazl i.huiifvpjf 
asbcologur'i explains "Slit day pertains lu the sun whose my, regulate 
sovereignly, while Tuesday in Mars's d*\ and Mars ls the pairnn i?| 
soldiers For similar reasons, Saturday and Thursday wefe assigned I-. 
mnlitm Of religion and learning while Monday and Wednesday were 
days oi joy" . and Friday was .1 tidi npun to nil matters rind dll diwe, 
nimtin. On each day Humayun won? clothe* nf the culfm approprig’fc 
to iti-; pl.mel ni ihc- dtfy— on Sundays he wore yellow on Mondays 
green, and so on 



In mutch thi u- three luxiHumnl divisions uf Ltic week, Humayun 
grouped has courtiers into il^rt-ci functional Masses,, adniimi tre tors, men 
oi religion and culture,, ,md a ibid group called "peoplu uf pleasure 
wlucb according to tChvand Amir, wag mad,o up m Lhure w}m 
possessed beauty mid I'kgruice those ivho were young and most 
lov civ also clever musicians axui sweet singers" Withm each n( thc-e 
three classes. Humayun •_ie»i*il twelve grades, and lliun divided cadi 
ift the jiradtfi into I lira: ranks! 

Ilij^ did nol exhaust llic fanry of Hanuftyun, fie went on to 
organize government departments on the basn/nf |he four element 
fire (armed Forotsf, air fwardmlte, kitchen and atatrlejf, Water icanah 
.Hid Wine CBfUff) and «irth iaj-nnilture. land '.mi build in gsi, each under 
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-kiy.t&r who had to tvc - lJ ‘ cloHie 1 ; of the ■ olour audvd to hi . 
A iri Hie niLmsler in charge nf (ho nrmy, lor u v .tome - had In 
|-hmi,Vr'un thuft cntiilrucled n rftflirvdlniisly Ininc.ilx yet m U 
VU I I'l-i'iiul hiiri lUCTiihi stnh hire £l- ntilv flaw w a thal ii -r • I no 

1 ls-oIljI purpose 

rateSori^ihOTi nnd sysifmnl wutmri were .1 maola wilh Humayun, 
j he busied hunswlf vfltti .trrangins and rcttrringing M* murHura an. I 
' U '-' -,, n , nut looking nt (he functionii value of the jimuigenrcrik. but 
^i' ihoii flbsitaiCt harmony .md peefeetton Th^ w.v, certainly .1 
dhod in his madness an internal, ronsuilenry in ill that hr did ESut 
what be did wuh not consisicrti with the way nf the world Mnt with 
iJie jfd.m hufiiness oi gnvernirient 



WHlit THE M UGH A US wore revelling In Uiarnp '.nu, Bahadur Shal 
ELivt'icvd from Dm and tried to recover his kmgdam r bui was again 
driven off by Hunwyuii, who Lticn went on to occupy A hm.1d.1t', v\ die 
capital uf Gujarat, thereby completing t he conquest of the kingdom. At 
^3, n Ln3nt , Hu may Lin's counsellom. according to Hnm.-iyuiVs jKirsxmal 
attendant Jnuhar, .suggested that since he had ''obuimed ihc obj^t# for 
which ho had commenced! tin- ly,1! (0 defeat Bahadur Shah and 

ubtnm treasure— "it would now bd advisable to advance one or tv.,i 
years' pay to the army, to keep the renwninii treasure m deposit for 
future emergencies, and l hen appoint Bahadur Shah -v. his depul v i f * 
rule die province of Gujarat.' Such graciousncss, ihcj mainLuned, 
would redound much to hi? fame, and would afford, him leisure to 
look after his other dominion* ' 

Humayun rejected the advice; he would not negotiate away whirl 
he had won by the *word This decision was a blunder Had be 
accepted the plan., tie could have retained suzerainty over Gujarat and 
re aired an annual tribute from there. mt,tc id of losing die stall 
altogether, and losing Maliva too, m il happened 

After L.ipkirsng Alunadabad, Humayun lift Iks brother Ask, hi :n 
charge of Ciuprai ,ind moved to Mindu in Malwa, .1 town for which lit 
had taken a fancy There he once again sank into □ liu oi soothing 
dissipation A, soon as Htunayun left Gujarni, li.1h.1dur Shah n?-emerg r . 1 
from his ssinctuaty m Din and gaiheong the support uf local chiefs, 
advanced on Ahmadabad. Askan offered hixn little rpststonoe Instead;, 
prodded on bv :ome disgruntled! aenus. he abandoned Gujarat and 
marched to Agrek hi* intention ambiguous, but probably lo usurri- Liiv 
throne- 

By then Humayun himsolf was at lost on iht- way to Agra, t-.i deal 
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with renewed rebel activity in the north The livo ,irrmr> ColUr 
Mcwar Then wa^ .• risk of a lash I hen. but MumtiyuK dKipar-i,.',^'’ 1 

i - 3 aul 1 1* 
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overlooked Askan’s incipient disaffection -,nd li'gqthdr |h,l l."' 
mnrJli-J U« AgSVl as Orte .irm\ there In receive the hnppv 
Hmii.il 1 1 - ir younger brother who hod been led in eh n;j ,. ' 1 



capital] had ii I rend y subdued the rub :1a. 



,!i Ik:- 



Meanwhile M.t!wa iv,is lost to the Afghans. and m Cu Eir , 
'■•km ret reeled Bahadur Shall luuccupii-d the entire Ktai, 7 | ,v 
had spent twenty nnnnili- frem November in August l.p;^ | ] 1v ! ] " 
Malwa-Gu|arit cnmpEiigns, blit had n.u Ilm-H tonal gain*. to shnw" ' ' 
thi. action now. shifted ti Hindustan 
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"'The Feast is Over . . 



x yp\R after hii return tp Agre, I lumaytm remained inert. 
1 ° rlinjj himM With' opium and the pleasure* of the harem, nnd busy 
iT hi ‘TafaStrusc Studies .wd fanciful. invention?, Hit •• vrm wroe hill 
li'lauiKlunB n fresh campaign aguiut Uahadur Sha.li, but nothing can* 

tlf lt ^ Clin iyhi]i there was an unexpected and alarming 

. 1 in' power in Bi bar under the wily leadership u f Sher Khan a Ilk at 
rhififtam During hi* LS31 campaign -against Mahmud Lodi.. Humjyun 
l-d dashed briefly with She* Khan, and hod reduced him to submission 
i-l T SCli in had thereafter remained, outwardly al are. r.Vi'j i Mhigh 1 
'fal But Lha> W 3 F only a pretence Hit Khan was bidir K I- tin ■ 

' 'te was no! Sher Khan's nature to act rashly. He had begun he> 
nWC as .1 law ly officer m the Afghan Iwigdom of Bihar then hmlt up 
kVs power brick by brick and tier by her, hastening slowly, to eztibla h 
himself after many years nf p&ienl nnd LLicnroispcel end no our. S3 the 
virtual 'ruler of Bllicir, a king m all but name Hint was a very 
, bstanriiil achievement but Bihar .was only .i halfway hriuw for ihnr 
Khan the middle rung on his Ladder of ambition His eyes were on tht 
Muubfll throne He had m hes sarly youth spoken of his ambition to 
overthrow the Mughal*, but no one had taken him v.-ir.^Jv Since l hen 
he bad taken care not tp reveal, by word ?r deed, whii< his mna eyt- 
was focused on. 

Shor Khan was so ■ I is rreet cn acrijln ihlil Humayiin hHd nu inklin-j; 
a* w tgt be was up 'o dll 1 1 was t™ late. After consolidating hi- power 
in Bihar, the Khan began in push into BungflJ f iiis move, tkough \n a 
direction away from Mughal tr-rntuiy and carefully timed to roinuclt 
witti Humavun's absence eh Malwn and Gujiirat, brought Shin Khan 
into Lonfliet with Humayun for the second tune 

Humiiyiin was initially inclined to regard Sher Khan merely as a 
troublesome vassal who did not merit hit person al attention, but when 
the Khan extended hxs rule LnlO henga! ho became virtually a nv.-U 
monarch and a threat to Mughal suzerainty Sher Kfir.n it seemed v >■ 
tummy east against Bengal tally to gather strength In rum went labor 
against Hip Mughrfls L'his realization it Inst mused Humavun from Hi* 
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torpor In mid-Jiiiy 1537. having jnnrshriJlL'd his (oreos f rfJ| | 1 ^ 
and placing his lemdi m Llio secure cftar^ of trusted hulih’', 



I rum Agra with ii grand .lmv, .igainH Shur Klitm, ending 0,11 
army and most or the heavy equipment down (he Yamuna -n " l ' i " 
of barges It was <i portentous beginning * n u ^°hlb 

But it ended, predictably, m disaster Humayun w™ 
and leLhargn. campaigner and in BI\lt Khun he wn* up , ! ;L -l 

ii - 1, * i"i I *!i ■ ■ snd fvrjintlnn.iillu iiill 1 *. id c.irun' . M ... i .. *•* 



loJenLluss and exceptionally crafty adversary, ,i Machiavellian j"' . , 
who had no compunction in resorting U> deceit nnd i ru.l>. i • \ 0 ' l 1,1 

,r... ... ,i " ‘^ 1|n hi 



n 
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Compared to Slier Khan, Hunuiyun was o babo m u^-. 
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I f 1C FIRST I ACT1CAL error of Humayun v,‘,s:- that, instoad of n rr , 
hunting down Shcr Khan m Bcnjp], Jlo paused, on ihc way 1 " 

Chunnr a an Afghan lorl on foe Cantj a near Varanasi tB*ckaresh 
nmn nnd energy on A peripheral target Thu delay L-nahled ShetKi'^ 
io complete his conquest of Bengal 1,1n 

Humayun arrived at Chunar .ifter n (ive-ijion(h tuisurely | n ,i f 
Agra and spent the iwsl ihrev months begging the fort He LS 
little by faking U Chunar was important to Sher Khan, nut not vital if 
had jot i while during fcu- Bengal campaign, left his hunpm flSl J 
treiiAure m thenar hut had -incf then moved them to safety m Rolu\ 
a newly captured hit! ton on Uir upper reaches of the bon River, u', , 
tugged hill country impenetrable to ttui cumbersome Mughal army ' 
The Bahtes action was typical of Shur Khan He desperately needed 
the fori its a wuicluary from Lh a advancing Mughal forces, hut he did 
nol have the tune nor probably the mean:-, to take it by force; m ^ 
c.iho, it was his policy to avoid Mil use or fence where stratagem would 
Mo He therefore pleaded with Rijj Man Kishon. the chief lam rf 
Roritas, to allow him to leave his harem— and his treasurer-id life fort 
-lying Mm i he would rather see his treasure go to the raja than have if 
i .i'i to the Mugbflls For good measure. he also bnbed .i minister nf ij* 
eviij Lu plead his caw When the raja, bred by the prospect of sem^ 
■** K - ;t - ur - ™ ded Jl > Lhe #qucst, Shim Khan (according La MugM 
'-.I’urc-L^, hut demed by Abbas Khan, an Afghan chronicler) sm uegLd 
into the lorl El blind nf hi.-. H*k1iCrs m covered litters supposedly 
carrying Lhe begums, and they seized the fort in a flash The poor, 
duped raja fled tor his life through a bach gate, 

Hif. family and treasure safe m Rohuvi, Sher Khan returned to 
I^ng&l, while Humayun continued h h male s W of Onmnr By Uie 

Ti rK ^ ed llw Cil6twnriJ lumvd on lb,, wav by 

Mahmud bhoh, Mil fugiltvc king of Ucnga!. She.r KJhfln was on bis way 
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Ikhrir. having virtu ally compkiud she subjugation nt Btutgal 
k |u , J ||' tHi time Hnmiiyun made -m effort to cajak Sln-f Kluri inti 
' He offered Lo refum. Chcnjir to. Shct Khan anti, tri uddiUon. 
— T Klin lannpur or any ulher place of hts choice*, if In,' would give 
lLk ^nT ”l Hand aver in Kumayun lhe treasure hi* had taken Ihert 
\ Urtn the cljFjijrkir (roynl umbrella) and Ihrene, nnd ngrte Lu rule 
m xLghai nverlordship, Sber Klum woj> ml tempted He received 
!J] ' L u -bnl envoy imirtcoir.lV- Mul told lum (according to fauhArj that 
' h ' Mind J 'eost him five or silt ytsare' toil to'-ubdiiL BrmgaJ, with foe 
V*"* } d aP!d t number of bits soldsem, n Wni imphsaibl* be could resfgn 
hT t ronqu^l " he made a counter- pruposat-tie offered to 

t ouish the regalia of Bengal, surrender Bihar, and pay an annual 
mlitfle of one million rupees Id Hutiinyun, provided he wis allowed m 

waa initihUy |dSxiad lo accept bher Khan's proposal, but 
i^ ded jKa uist it whim he learned that Sher KhanS hold m Bengal 
was tenuous and that he could easily h dislodged from ib, r, Morem ■ t 
SJ f |a wn himself had returned to Bihar by Uuil time. Leaving nnly a 
ft d hi- irmv m Bengal under the command of hw -on Jalal Khan 
Huma^tm believed that these dmumstiWice^ favoun.'d Inn., po m ft -Jt-tcd 
Shcr Khan's offer oud continued lu advance on Bengal, certain 'i 

' decision was the turning point in Humavun's w reef - f ' * f -' v 
alsn a turning point in Shct KhanS career, for he loq now decided on 
a ijrrht to Mil- finish. He had gone to the Ifedl oi what he coufd canCEde 
IP Humayun to avoid a dash. He would yield no more So he hurried 
back to Bengal, where, nt Gaur, the capital ui Bensjal, Jm assumed the 
tnlE Sbw. Bhab He ww oo jonger a mere khan [chieflainl. but a shah 
(kmgh thtaigh he did not yet presume to ascend She thrunc From thal 
port on it would be ail or noth my lor Sher Shah Fo svr he had 
to elunmate Hum-iyuo The two wrukl not coexist in the Ikme „md 



mjhTAYUM TOO HASTENED Inwards Gaur, ihough by then l ha 
monsoon had broken, making the campaign arduous. Sher Shah made 
no move to - top him. It suited bun to have Humayun advance rqr bu, 
plan was to bottle up tin- Mughab m Bengal Shtr Sbab's only prubJem 
rviUi thal hu hpd taken SO mudi. Eri’a.sure in Gaur tliflt he bad difficulty 
ill findnlg Gnuilgh peuters to carry il to Rohtas To gain time, he M‘nt 
Jakl Khiir, to block the narrow leliy agarhi pass nortiv-weat of B,i|mahat 
thruUilh ivluch the Mughal army had to pi«-s t,> enter Bengal, line I’oiJ 
them oft for a while Jalal did more than iust hold off she Mughab 



till i r L't.-n (i i tilt [jjiS'i va l 



Though Sher Shah, ever rauHruis, had endured him h-, 
■Ji-Wiu? pohilinn f.ilal fount I the Minimi advance force 
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depLu * ! -si U‘: j i-'. itiAi lit at Larked and ^.craa Icrrjd ih n ’ '.’ j|11 1|- 
Slut §hah> i ir-r victory nw {-fum.lv nn. and .1 p»r1i?n| r,1 ’ ! ' ■ v 



lam Khw r s triumph cnatHdct Slier Shah Lo ^ Ui . (i 
Knhln? -with lh« BrnijiL 1 treasurt i J was not however li. ' ■ l| ' 1 ' I. 

hMc up m Rohtas but to use il as .1 base from where h. h 

■if ms 'in ' 1 sat wlh: Hum ny tm m Bengal, by ^qucezfcng byhi J|, / 1|J1 ! " 

iines rtf i nmTmjTiicntinn and supply ' T " kwjjJljl 

Humnvi.in innocently walked tnlu the (rap 
When InlnJ Khan withdo^v tram Eh? p^s h<. w 
HumayLm proccvtlL-J triumphantly m Gaur He found it t , d,.^!! 3 ^ 1 ' 
ravaged In- a king drawn uui war, ils slreets elm keel with thud 
hvrng hare I v nit VC Ifum'ayun, perhaps ironicaJiy rwiainej h" "" 
l-uin.i 1 .il- ad 1 Pn Md ISC" but Jus men tound si □ hell, [indeed H11-" ' 

Bengal itself .1 hell, and loathed tt -.o Intensely that when Hu 
niit-rud the governorship nf Hu 1 province 1,1 -.1 1. 
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i.ksi rte 1 protesting chad the pitting amounted to a deatlTv"^-'- " P 
Hul Humayim himself lortk to Bengal When His Miuedc V'-'.', 
Gnu; he tmmd everywhere a paradise hdl o f fairy-faced r| l .|^"' ''! 
handsome maids, along with axhilnraLmg garden.. and sogthinu hnkl 
*** Mu^awpn He iik-d the climate of Bengal and u- Pundit' 
M or.., -Her, Sher Shall affording in Niamatuljah, hod htmlsh^l \L 

(‘ ,A * tv nl Gllul wllh iTl ^qulsitu variety of omamcnlV nnH 
embel ..hmenis- m the hope "that Humayun, charmed with a \ V J 
be induced to prolong his stav there." 

Ihe rb.-imn worked Besiges, Hunuyun bad, as he vmmA 
accomplished iht? i,i-k he had L-fc out to achieve, to drive Shir Shah ,, n 

h L L ' ntlw f rflrtE]Lfd uul province among his Jmirt mid 
retrvatFid into the harem, taking no further interest m the a/falrs of the 

blat * Humayun. ^ filLihiir "very unaecoSitably shut himself u P fc x 
d camkiderobb tunc m hu harem and abandoned himself to every kind 
° J du, B Bfl « ■ fl " d ^ ' Far ‘hree months he admitted no to** 

U ™ r ' 4 . * 1111 h ' n ^ Ahll! ' His Mafesty fenmd the cltmule 

loo^H apt,JliablE ‘ Sit d(,vvn lo enjoy himself - It is no! dear how 
'"■HL1 " >un m R,jn ^' J S°^ conjecture » that in all he spurn 
" 10 ' tht prDvinCe - Lnduding at least three months it, 

m Sher Bhilj1 busy «»<* «?- 

ciiv of Ymtutti'inl r ° ’ jUDn ^ u ' induding the 

hldld fwpur and Chun.ir w in.-«ted. .Vs i ,*« 4 » 

d UlE of prmnp.il ajjajjdsis n. tUi, flrijon and hS 



>1 
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^ ni . , AS iinstayos, in tjllm'matf ,inv resi'dunl Itidil .upporl fur 

hil^ When l-Uimityuii heard oi Hick? activities he ,- jV , 

fb E , ^ ‘. lV 9 tfluhar, and he asked in wonder, H Hnw could Slvr 

[rtiTedului'--' '■ 

i^hir Sh.ih I hid more surprises in Lore Hi- row Mocked tin 
^ i^twei-ii Uilidr and Bengal, m> lhal suppLi-y and even 

, |l1uri nf> longer rwiifhi d Humayun rVt that nrJhc il Juti hire 

S'Tvvuit's brulhers, fed ring Ihm he would pewit In Bengal, lieg-m 10 
ll1l , jL and Hindal. who was holding .1 back-up position In secure 
of Communication and supply, abandoned his >M\m and 

nlL-cdeii >" A W* lci dft,m 1h ‘ ,|l '" r " tm llLni: ‘' " 

P Hie noose was lightening amnnd Tluiuayiin. He Emd W gel out ol 
I* | k ,t "fry the time ho not moving die monsiwn had once again 
hTiJ over Bengrtb lurning ihc land into a quagmife Th» ,rr ■ 
; n, i ; n . apecwUy the cavalry, sufmred great hard-hip and k?^cs inuring 
kr'oudi lhe deep, viscous siush-it wns as if die very wtl of Ban^il 
■ere clulchtng -it Humuyuids feet and dragging him down to bury 
jlul - iln MLifihals were utterly dispirited mid exhausted by Lhc lime 
ttu'V lurched back into Bihar lo challenge Slier Shah 

When 51ibt Bhnh heard nf Hu may uri'* retreat from Bengal, hr Ml- J 
Oie stage of 1 unpur in which he was then engaged, rrv%scd to it,- 
n ;hl L^nk 0 f the Gangs and withdrew to -outh Bihar, in Lending to 
±, hlde-and'Seek with Humayun to exhaust and frusir-ui him Sher 
Chilli was still reluctant lo fight .m ope n battle against Huimyun— In- 
kad Irom hisj jiumbla beginnings built Up I great -.inn. r acquire i 
immome wealth and power through tireless effort, md he did nol want 
lo uliLince it nil un the luck of a battle His plan was (before to retreat 
lu Bengal in case Humayur .ittacked huri. ■‘' r hang iroun-.i the 
Mughal army and harass it m Humayun ^ceeded to Ayr 1 
SKer fihah's retreat from Jauopur forced Humsyun, who was then 
marching on that city, aho to crow tp the right bank of the Can pa -it 
would have seL'nied LiinmiUflly for him 10 remaui nn the IlJ! bank when 
the rebel ins Hurigiyun slLU tliought of Sher Shall) was on Lhe ngb? 
hank Humayun however made no eflort to seek out Sher Shall, hm 
prcceedutl towards Agra Moving along the right bank of die Gaitga 
now. passing Fatmi croar-lng die 5cm lLib Mughal anni reached Chau^i 
where the river Kautianasa (LViiioyer of Karma; joiuad the Gangs S 
□ bug the way, the Mughals were trailed :>', AJghiin scout- watching 
Uieir every move and engaging in uccaaioral skirmishes bui 1 void mg 

any major battle- . 

Ti H j n suddenly, the ssena shifted When Sher t-hah , a me to ke m 
□f tin 1 disarray and lipw morale 61 ihe Mtighal armi and sensed the 
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Aifsit lit hi 5 cnvn men Io light She Mughals, he thimg^d | UN >,|. Ir ., 
. 1,1. . I in li : l 1 ■ 1 1 ■ With Hum. Will!, "Nulv lhn.+ E k... . 



hilvc 



decided |n wets buttle tvsth Hurnayun "‘Now Sh^f [ 

In*, arum- which vrere in Bihar and I aim pur, and E ,i ku l n tU trs 

thi- way Ids p^-iu >■ Is closed,' he fold a conclave nf bn fnmmn ni j l | 11 ^ 
you ngrw with me E will try my fortune/' Ttw wen? cvo n m^ 'T, !l 

tnr LiAltle Ilian he was - 

The die was thus c.ijti Slier Shah then emergud from SO i Mh „ 
.md advanced io confront Huitiayun, Closing tn, he skirled ^ ^ ',' 11 
aroiVi onswid die Kamvina^. and pn-sonily, to the utter finipris'e Juj 

ind 



Maijjjhnfo appeared in Iron! nf lfo-m when ilvv thought Jn> tt<1 ,. 



them 

Tiu* two antiLL'S readied CfouKi al about thu snme timu on (] p n 
banks of the K^nnanasa, with Sher Shflh Mocking the pn-i&ngu h\ 
fiumayim's councillors were rfrvictod in their advice on how to nin'i 
with i*hc situation, sav> Jauhar One group recommended imini \[\ n, 
fitlnrk, arguing ifiil Slier Shall hyid come by forced marchiss ami | u 
•imn was tired and v utoerebl c- : the other group advised Humayun h 
,idi?pl the tnnL'-u^t..-di Mughal tactic ol hghlmg from an entrench.' ! 
position, saying tlml (litre was no necessity for hurry or perhLrliatsnn " 
Hiunsyun chase die latter option, cnj'ssedj thu Karat .ui,w fl , n .j 
i?n amped- For 'wo months Hie foes hr, facing 'tijjjhh of her aertvw ■, 
n arrow hul steep-banked rivulet called Toram Nathi. Small Stream 
- ngaginp m DcraHioiial skirmishes hut avoiding general actfiin 'J| lh 
militari idvanlagL* ,il that point seemed to be with Humayun Skirmish^ 
invariably Myouiied the Mughais, Moreover, ivitli each passing day l hr 
Mughal arms swelled in si»e r as stragglers from Bengal caught up with 
the main body oi (he arms But the morale of the Mhghal army w,i,h 
I and li w ns battle wean after the exhausting Bengal campaign 
n li Hiumycm himself was vacillating. vexed an much about what bis 
b™ there were up to ,1S ah ci «t hher Shah-s threat 

The wild card m tins name Wfls the possjhje line of action c| 
Kumran and Hmdal. Both were susceptible to die fomptationa thill 
! lumnyui' ■ • nlnerability offered them Hindal, nineteen yuars old and 
LDip c ust,i unable, one moment eager for the tlironu, and the next shamed 



mto fraternal duty by Iils mother, Diidar Begum was finally prodded 
by .v few perfidious amirs into declaring lumsdr king Eildar Begum 
'.Viis so upset Lt, Hindal s imprudent act thal sba put on mourning 
datoi* when he ascended the throne When he asked her ivhy she was 
ici dressed on vuch ?. joyous occasion -he .inswered, ’] .iin cnoumlng 
■. iri; >ou have girded your Inins for vour own destruction Bui 
such iKl munitions hud no effect on Hindal. whose attitude was -is Ahul 
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Mart »/ KI ' s *""* ,,r rar 
„ wtm/ «ol JtaJ my./rrr 

H - nda l n dv,in«d north fo lake pawe^irm of Delhi but was 
piomAgra.. Huru,,'. im 1 lov.il offi-rem, wb> raUud in Kamr.m 

| ' ,|,li r ,r ' , , tt| . k y|iriue foe rebel When Kamran urr-.l fn Mu d the 
from hao caV alry forte, Hindal retre.iied to Agia, and when 

hefid of hiTT1j | M! tubimt^d. th?:aridwhifo rtbd arid hii chaster 

^''n'Jnrted Itigudicr, L.-mssed the Yamuna, and ndvnnct'd tu wdicVU 

H® n ahah wa , „ ow in danger of beta S trapped Utwan ' 

, , , .mink Fortunately for tain. H«nMn J»l Hind..' after id'. wing 
j iV n StoMy hirned Wck and returned to Agra fount 
' ,h„i„nu. rn.Rht hale had rornWhine in dci «nth il-whon hu 
hopeteL Hi.m.inn,',. plight wts, "them aroje him." 
TrUlbltlilB desire fnr 5m.-er.uemv " • l-nrly. ihr r. waa .1 . n.|. ..I 

pj Ihr Mnghate WaihyvB W little cwtorta in 

h^eTha P nd therefore cpJilwtiie now in others the hrothrn emild 
up- no future an reiriaurunj? with him. 

■ MnanwhiV dw summer was itoiost nu, ,nd Ihr b,, I -y '-y 

[h4 > | an d with great fury, creating an ur, forearm prublam for ...for Shall 
He had nor chosen his ground cartfoUy.- v* Wf ™ m F ^ ^undaied 
with rain wafer, and he was forced to move his my fo - P erwfwn 
same eight kilometre-S a Way, leaving only hts artillery and Q cnvenng 
Iku m the angina I entrenchments That implant itanoeuvre put 
^her Shall in great icopardy But Huiroiytui foil* d ( ° «*“■' 
rtus was Hls greatest fading, his lack, pf energy In responding io -hdtmg 

□(raiegic situations 

SO THE AWFUL walling continued Humayun -nun i^liawd thal . he 
could expll no aid from his brothers, on the amlrerv. he reared m o 
they could bo scheming to usurp the ihroiu- jhem&dvvs, . r ■ had i.u - 
become a greater threat to his power than hher hnan ror In, mreicn 
then cettinc to Agra became far him more impart ant than suppressing 
Slier Shdjte rebullinn It was essential for him to wcujc .m uiieotitested 

but honnunible passage to Agra , d 

Tn this predicament Humayun saii an emissary Mullah MuJ ( ainm.ii 
Barchuz, lo Sher Shah to negofiate peace- When ihe mu Hah ^uched the 
A*han camp, he found-ns Erekine, HumayWs ^iwScemh-ctnlure 
biographer, describes the scene— Sher Shah husv with fos spade m 
the heat oi the day. auiong l\is soldiers who wera employ ed m digguiy 

So 
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n iTonch 031 toeing the ambassador, the king washed ]> 3 v, |. 
temporary .iwmng was gpjtifd. <ind he down under m""/' ' ' 
ground without ran’m-nni and received the? envoy '' Sher | , , , s , ' ' ri 1,1 
l -,o the mullah when hv j broached the subject gf p^aee w.is , , M Jflty 
said "Go. toll ynur Emperor this Imre met he Is desiioti# m 
L-rincij ^ are not 1 Jo not wish for wai. mv Iroops Jli. r ' lj * 

bJi^gOUadont, however continued Sher ^hah, uver enmity, 
crafty, and. according to Abbas, 'wavering in his decision as i„ * and 
or w.n' ihni viu'n a concilia ton 1 Ifitter to Humayun. f.inimp ' 
tlic Emperor would give I an the kingdom uf Bengal md v. ga ” |j 
that tlic khutiyin bo road end money struck in the. Emperpr'.= M , 
would be Mu Emperor's vassal Humnyun anxious for peace j.-. ; i " 
agreed to LiicM.- i- in? out with lb- lage-saving prn vision |. nl 
.tfimiid iSrat — before i-Iumavun toitnally condoned his Ir .|-.,|| 
find granted him Beogd— retrea! to: a cqupje of marches 
HumFivun dinKJ turn in lTlfu I- pursuit 

!• i,- nu-l dear what was ■■inn lly ■■.greed but spsae _ r 

ajcmisiice M.'ijiiT- to have been reached Perhaps even a loi'm.ij b.,, 
; nvas Goncludfd I ■ i) while Hunvivun trusting, Sher 5h.il, mi- Ml |, . 
to deceive. 'I jhave] lost all hope in his goodness He is but i?lm. i r . • 
nilh rn i ■ .ml will eventually nol abide by this peace,’ s.ud Sher skii" 
conveniently shifting llie onus os' perfidi to Humayun. 

Whether i treaty was formalized or nut. both armies behaved ai, n 
It wore as good ns s.i gm d and they got busy with preparations to break 
Ullp Flniru wen convivial visits hetlVEen the MughaJs ,md dm \fgktrijf 
Sh-r Shah ev r en acted out a dura do for a couple of days by army ini 
lus army and sending U mil w.une twelve kjluiiietres, as J to chiisli ... \ 

I or a I chieftain and then bringing it bncl sn (but (he satei explained] hu 
inighi pot the E-mpewi "M Ilw guard’ l“hr- Mughaii njentovlule wum 
busy constructing a bridge of boat! over thy Gangs feu :hcir return, h 
fflp by ihM Kadjlnw] route through the Dumb. 

AJI along, while HumJyuji n?|®ed In the assurance of peace, bimr 
H-ah mr,i> awake and alert scheming, prowling When, he w as sStbsileil 
i fiat The pn?- v. "if, entirely hmp and unwary he- pounced Or 25Lh Innr 
ts J . l i nisi bufute mid nigl 1 1 , ha summoned his chiefs, mid diem of in 
• iSLOn to attack the MughaJs ,\ild ordered bis armv En Ira .inuyed 
immediately At about three eii Lho morning Lbt", set out LeL in i 
dimcbon BWfli from the Mughals, Sher Shah fill] keeping up the 
pretence ih.Lt his 'aigut Vras ijyy rebti chldtain, sn as no I lo loUff. 
-Inati •! LUj-pscmns After the army had goii-_: Harm- distance,, ha wheeled 
around N pw L- tine time in regath the tmp™ of Hindustan hi 
told his men .\nd swoopad down nn the- b.iryli nwaki! Vlughiil army 






' nrr h-.vt a uvhi 



, .ml I inti of nn uye ihev roulad the Mughal forces;' -ays 
.i|,i ibe tW“*' uu S 

Mu-Ehallr wc-ru thrown nitti ultrr i.h-ins, ■ id. virnp lullow, . , 
' 1u ’ iscrca.nitrg and fleeing helter-skelter, I-Itunayun. roused 
.md wo mil - by The slardjng hubbub. jmmi:Hi.ityly nn.iutik'd andi 
frllt1 ' athJitLv tried to rnhv his forcicn But tfc bailie bad already 

to Lmminenl dw&r l ' uL ^n- 'lha Ma;ra 

b “ El1 ( VMS iveiUTiLlcd/' Mys Gulbadiin-hc was saved by one of 
h l<stsea ‘ jeized ihe reins of his home and 1 timed him away, 

hl ‘ MI -Thi* IS not the time fur Ms I mi g H r Ilu- i m fiver why Imgei 
, ilind T- They galloped towards Itv Gangn and plunged in. 
^ nu their hnr'-j' : - Lb'? river In rTud-.lream Humayun IfJI 

S teSnl «e»H» an«^«l. b»i W« *’>',= ;7 ,, h ' ,m ; T 

wlH. save him on hiBated «mM ta« and »lpiJ 

IN nppustte bank. Humayim. wdh cfc«acter»Hr 

,1 Huroavun a* 1 ,u A S ril - ”* tW [° r 

pJri l«m«U a «• H-fcc dnrbar. Huma» "" « •" 

**~f' i, tav.Lsd the wittiir-carnw lo ep! «i Hv ihrona nl I- 
TOrH'- ! ’sa^ iiiutiar Nfean played emperor tor .■! couple ol hums, tu.t 
1 hirm war. dnq« h* h« P™durcly mnlmed h^Self to wawng 

lie family The sice however, Milker damaged Humaviin 
lulalior., and Kamran. Atad Fa,! 'delayed lh« "-nl* of 
i il cm ibe forGhfad uE crificiSETi. 

For the Mughal®, ehauia was an awful dv^Aer Thmstvd^ wera 
HrnrhEered by toe Afghans, many mow dmwncJ m toe 
a tempting to s'lc’- Thera was hmyewr. tit i rap4dto vv&mc? 

by toe Atglnw, .ID severed heads m rto tower of heads. Sh^ 

Stoh/ tmlikc the Mug^^ was a mngnnmmu^ victor, ll " 

mvenge beyond vichm-. itseii Trtomphunt herc.de into Hk Mu P h- 
royal enclosure d^mounluJ nl Ihu d.Utobr lent ami |-msn air J hm^Jf 
m IhdSiksgivlnft prayiir He tl,-n order. , I Lhepm^u^ A ttn Urmk- 

Of m Mughal wfiEieeiS and. men, L-j'CnaJIv uf Humnyuii S harem, MU . 
were shown Every Lnurt^y. lalpto » lh ^ ^ llf RutUn " GJld « "' ;Jl 






yiLEK 5 HAH DID fiol pursue Huroayun fo Agra, not tv .in tin;, tu !■’•••' 
his hLCk Jhsleadr: he returuiod Lt> Pongal liKpeLlnd Dtimgir KlJj . h' 
Muchal guvernui. .n'M aptml several irmiUbs there orgamZinL nr 
^v^ miT i.-.nl, He would consulukite his gaum before toirtingon Humaviui 
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again And it would be ns din equal that Sfiier Shah vt Q 
Humiiyufl ntart. a king ngfursl ii kmc, mil +1 n.-Lic L wigaun^t Jr.' t " ilCte 
After his victor) at Chausn, when ha w.v . 1 ! the Mh^ 3 [ ril l ' h 
Shall, inking to ’.-ilitiale hr- jncpBdliriir nirUfin .m n divlirs T' 1 ^ ll ' c 
had ^'km ml n strangi dn?nm hu had the j,ircvj(juh n i^|-,i ^ tu5n 
taking the crown from Mninavi irt and placing n on his ,■ sh ,- 1 q 
head* «l4 adyiiuig him to rub justly. This ftth'dldun di^lT^ 
fulfilled Kvri after At G.nir, when -In r Shah, then m hi* r,n|, "1 '' ,ls 
1- i..; 1 ,i.-.l; enthroned as. kmg m a ur md cuputnonu, legiimtiin 

royal title he had iissumed the previous year. ^ ^ 



The sujygeHhm tih.ii he k IaltllIlJ ascend the throne w-ns inn J, - n p 1 
on a him from Sher Shah, by a distinguished Alihan amjr rl^ 
assembly of officers, and wns received with general ncdaniatinn cl " 1 
Shat 1 a', courtesy retjuired demurred befdir .ijgnxtlng ■ Tiii ■ i m ' 
office is j very exalted thing; md is not devoid of trouble/' | v 
h'M since the noble minds or nr. friends haw decided to mn kn ' 
king, E agree 

On a chosen day, at an miapii iou- hour desigunhirl by aishalq w,, 
Sher Shah ascended die throne, and Lite royal umbeoJJn iv.-,- imfur^ 
over his head Sher Shnh then assumed j now title,, signifying 
I hania of In- reign — Sidtan-ut-Adil I lie fual Ruler "Fur seven ..la - 
drums were healed m token or rejoicing/* Abbas reports " AlpJi. r 
you.Uis came m troops imm every trike, and danced according tn tli<. 
custom ni the Afghans. Gifts were made to LJiesc musicians, and tf,.. 
LiTvnnta or shei Bhoh sprinkled eafftpr and niu.sk, mixed with nm- 
aler .md amhergns of various colours, upon the heads ni the dona™ 
youth " All were treated to grand founts 



Die gloom that had settled nn the Afghans after the buttle t ,| 
['anip. L lutl at last lifted When the coronation festivities were over 
rTer Shah turned westward again, retook Jaunpur. and estab'tfshrdi 
himseh ,V- thi undisputed master or Bihar Lind Bengal It would snau 
be LIll turn ni AgKt 



"What Is to Be Done? 
Where Am I tp Go?" 



riF M H1NC AGRA Jr<im Chau?*, Hiunayun wvm -fnughi. tn iht 
7 A||„™ Girdpn. Whore Kammn lay t-Mcimped Tlie hrnthcr 
ur^ri'icEirfuItv. and were seen shi„.,, together tor a long fan* 
SS n die pavilion mi talking K„mr,m ^*10* Ui Humayim 

VEmEBl aim «° Kndri P!M«1 m, »m 
■s Zi£Z M.«.S »***“ ■ H , as ** «. 

„1. for wo.iii.~lwn*. *VM»I » past i- P* «“ I™ 

_fniiv tn rend Ihe common enemy, 1 ' HumnyLm urgeu. 

m mnnidivi nwt Mm »m fl» #i . ul *“^5 **3? 
^Jlhs were waited m wean mdvusmn 1 w,ii,- M,i7i il.m ^ who 

" tlien in Agra wilh Kuriiran, -unliE tha mpporhinitv Wg N ^ 
Sher Khnn the Gang.i r^ady lor war Kumrnn ^Llcied iu take 

Z Ins bn>lher r s burden and lead hh Kabul cavalry Shei -n h 

That probably wat the mast vnbte One of ^taro, but 1 t^mnyiir ^n -d 
noi agree In d Ke could not Jr Nn/' he *ud to Kamrar, Sber Kha: 
SfaS me. and [ w,LJ have my tevengB ..I him ' Hunnmi could nor 
ttttd to lei the ctedii humhling fife*. 5hah &> tn JCamran-gW,n hwi 
Lnvn feeble reputation Lind the growing rivalTV betv. imt hirn^lt and 
Kamran. that would have been nearh as - la mag mg to hltn n - annlHc 1 

defaat fit Slier 5boh J s hiinds . 1 

Kuntnyud Lm?d in gel Kamran hi play a -.nbnrd&iato rrk :-ul 

Kamran wm averse to that Instead, he d-.-sir'-J t. Mvm Lo Iknnul m 
Lhe ground that the cbmule of Agra did nut suit mm mm 1 

hu | l-SuTua vuti | scoured dm mst hi vontranet], with the bunushti 
□dv'ce Btebiikhiness of concuzd could mjt by any mMtm be dmrekip^ 
in the nmrorofhB fKamran's] torlune," says Abul hail Hcrmnjnn jui 
reliictanl tn Jet Kamran gu, bu: wJpl he fell seni>u4> ill .Jolh I that 
uirie _ there was . sufifiicmn proKihlv un found l-l 1, that h v.' 
poisoned -I tomayu. 1‘1 could hold him MO more, and Kamran t 1 . 1 --n . 1 

tn Laliore W® h]ii ^ , (Cl . , ^ , 

T-K' ceUGul of Kainnnn," snys hlaidiii ,r wos the efficient cause ni 

lhe ri&e oE ^her &mn, and of the tall of the GNghaTai dynast •/ 1 1 n- 



rnr tt i i 1 1 rojt ^unvivai 



is not quilt' I rue Humaynn l- pnArhon did not become hopcJ Css , 

eonisoquoncc pi Kdftran 1 ^ departure Col iuirting .1 fresh .irmy Wit - ^ 

problem, ■ Ihe Mughal iinufi’ n .llisrmp, thnL if Huffiayiin f^n ' 

Id Full lu< Hocked in him with trOnps J|«>m then: n l " 1 

, .. .... _ .. v — ■ n y^EUn,, 



wou 



amirs 



"yuii 



' inch,d ^^ Mir’ . 



iv, is *hn able tn persuade a fi^vv of Kamriin 
H, Ildar, fn pom him WJ th I heir n'l.iim'i.H 

Meanwhile She r Shah having consol id atf-d h 1 power m u,| ru 
Bengal had grossed the Ganya ir.tn the Donh the \ try heartland M , " ' 
Mughal empire. In A wing show n| force, lie- then m?ni ,in " 
army arrnv. i| ,l Yamuna inwards- M.ihv.i, ira'vt’rtir.g Hie Mughnl ii.n, ' " 
But that nrrru under Qutb Khan, Slier Shah' 1 - y-oungwt . iin " lhi| 
defeated at Kalpi by n Mughal force under Yadgnr N’ahu m,^" ! 
cousin and brother- m-3-uv nf Humayiin Oiilb Khan was slum im ,| | ' 
tlCtld, along with n bunch nf Other ^Vcred Afghan htilds, «;^ n [ 
Agra 10 loose 1 he flagging spult t Lbe Mughais 

The nde u.ls ,il last 1 urning, though l Humaynn So in die Hl[r|1ii 
ot he issued nut oF the Agra furl and pi idled his fonts in ^ ^ 

Afih.ui Garden in Hie uutskftls oF Lhe city lu marshal his forces 
Shot Shah In a shurl time 1 1 isL concuurs« nj' men gathered under hi 
standard, bui it wa* more a rabble than an army, lacking in (raimn , 
and discipline Nor was ll well led. A good number of Mughal veterans 
hod perish ud in BiLiigal and j 1 Chjmsn and most of Lhp remain^.,, 
amirs says Haidar, were amirs only m nnm.r.' [and] had net l 
tuKturc III prudence of knowledge, or energ) or emu In bon nr digmly 
of mind or gene rotate qun]fhe& from wltich nabdfty draws iti name 
Humayun hm- «. If wj.- haidh. a hemic leadu ivhn rnlild whip Uv m iib 
LEitu a sincHvy ugh liny force Thu re was H general Line- nor Find 
d n 1 1 ec 1 ran ,r m the MnghflJ camp write- Erelane "The officer .showed 
hub- steal, the troops little ardour, nil wo* disorganfeetl " 

■IjJI the Muj'hals had orogrti.il advantage— they had ae-cnrcluig ip 
M, Ildar TDp swivel guns and fwcnty-pn& heavy cannons, and a. b,ituhu". 
of iumL 5CI0Q musketeer Tfrb was, for tJ1.1i age, formulablti hro power 
The- awareness of ,ms power, coupled willi tin: cha racteristie cautinn of 
5£ ior Sha h made the Afghans re treat across the Gin^a wheii t-IumayLm, 
advancing trom A piu closed in on them near Konauj The two armiGs 
meii uniumnrd She r Shah on die lefi bank of die river iml Humayur 
un the 7 1 ah i biink There iliuv lay for about .i month 



TMl MLlNt.1 L'Ili no good to Lite Mugliais Fiin niftrafe u-l the 

ulughal .on. tragi li tn begin With cruiliblac dining Hie LnlurluJa, 
Then the deterbOTLS began. A IrjCkln a! first, they Soon Wpme n flrwd. 
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iim 
l^j-nu 



L'V- L 1 Cl 



(h f htimijvnn's hijjtieEl nobl?s diverted 'Tweryheidy 
Ji--.miI.' says Mn 1 .Jar "An excifed feeling r.m Ihmuj-h ihc 
111 ‘j, J. WAA Let Ht go find real In tnir hnmt'a " r Humnyun's 
pniiv 1111 L ^ v _ m d.-mgur of v.mlshmg, leaving ii to Shr-r Shah loutn II 

^‘^VnTnccupv tfie jmperi.il Ihronc, 

and 1 — 1 .* 1— the battle, Hunrayun Itieci 

over In n. »» — -• -- - v aw** Wl,i 

rr0 led by .1 MH(I fnm Slier Slwl. ilflnrs Humayun lo crass Ihc 

^^Tvnd fight, and .offering IP biotas the Afghan army away fiqm ihe 

Jl^lde to Facilitate thr eros'img 

SldrShah would kci'p hi’ word IT.- wnnlrcl ar hm .-mnN-. hmtli 

sor once 
Mu 



|V, ‘ ,1,1b, haemorrhage and m lam Hu h,U 

vcr In IliD left bank of ihv t .inga His 



L . W her his gEournb suggdhtcd a surprise a I tack while the 
ls rtosaad Hie river, h. Mid. *1 bve nuver. helnm had any 

J L - - . i i i “ ' u .QTl rmnnpl li 1 1 in uae -.tralatem,^ in w.irfa 



rtk „ nu ,„ and have- been compelled in use Mraisgerm 
t-v by the favour- of die AU-Fowerfi.l. my force i- not rnfunu. 1" 'he 
cl war's i will not now, noLwithitanduig my brei- m> 

prc.mu.u Willi mv army arrayed in the open held. I wit) gwn haltk: 

without fraud or stratagem. 

Humavun thus crossed Hie river unopposed, Yet foi quite a hik 
. he tuples dnl m,L engage, but lay entrenched dose tu finch qHw 
.. ; . V l i rv . j lS y ^kirmishe-H occurred between Ihe adventurous, -■wngcwrmg 
of bo tli s^dcs/' says 1 hudar, hut there was. no action 

•n,, tR Uin btet intervened to end the impale by sendiilg 
Mav shower*! in Hood ih* ground occupied by the MitthnN. compel I mg 
lliem IP sluft camp, thus dffcciJig hher Shah un oppnrgruLy -im.lar t 
ine arte that Humaynn had missed at Chau^a, J.- move wns 
mdiipensable," nolcs Hradar And when 

tmmPL-uvring tn shift Us damp, at noon on l- 'h May I :■■■!", Sher ^hah 

a tt-ackfd , , ,| 

TTie MugSial ?rmy,^Vm afler aLl the Jcserttons, Was a considerable 

fcurcL- Hturic-- 4Li OKI strong "AH mounted on tiprhak horses, and clad in 
iron armour, they surged like the wave- of Uic m? ^nunb Haidar 
blier Sfioli'p -.riviv u 1 - contrast was much smaller. Is* than i^uii 
SLranp still (hit ailvantegc Was with llie Mghans, for their spirit was 
high j he Muf.il nb, in conlrasi were ertnging On I he das of the bflltle 
rmtai Halciar uuniEuiptunusIv. mmi of Hi* Mughal anurs v, ere w tour 
t]in , they hid flwnT vnk-tail ^timdardi, "last ihe enemy ought see and 
bca , J [V ,vli up a i them Ihc Mughal army was more randy /or lllghl 
Lhan tor fight SP Lho halt ! e iydS lost- even be Fort 1 it began It Wjifi not 
,i fifth i . but -i rout fur no I a mail, friend or fau, was even wound u i 
Not .1 Liuinon was li red— nut a guh ' is ntes Haidar, who commanded 
a diviaton "I the Mughal arrnv in die battle 
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Haidar eMggmifos The Mughal roul was not pnjtip ltait ^ 

Hu- Afghan Victor certap, Tn the initial siages of it £neoi, 1ri ||! r 
b.iitli: in foci favoun d the Mughalfl, as the Mughal | L .|| mdt , f J, r 
N!as, 3 T Mina pushed back the \fglinn fights acid at (he CHll . ^ flr 
Mughal advance forces under Hindal prevailed hut .‘Very Hi in? ^ 
Idfit when tlie Mughal right under A star i, Hu leant of th e ^ Wa - 
Babur L'ullapn.'d without resistance when attacked hy the .\\!!\ V 
under tl-uir great general Khava* Khan A cry of defem wan. h,.'' 1 " 
and that instant a p.^nic seized the men; and before an arroiy lVl ,,'' 
from a bow, they fled" recalls Haidaih ■' ' " 

After scattering ihv Mughal right Khayass Khan wheeled 

the Mughal army and got to the rear of the Mughal camp, when. I?, 
huddled a vnrit mob of camp-fgHowort. probably as many as MfJ t 
men and women, for normally c .imp -loll mvura were about five t- !mi , 
the size of the fighting force Khavase Khan charged I he camp; 
drove the rabble stampeding into the midst of the Mughal /, Jmv 
spreading panic That dec lift'd the battle 

'th !bc pntfSuri? of ihe masses of theffe men, the fmnps were (j U |f,. 
unable t*. keep their ranks writes Haidar I ho - '.imp- roll orvtr. 
crowding behind, bore them so down that :hev wore Lhrnwn lP | 
disorder; and the crowd, emit mu mg sti\] to preh 1 - nn, some on une 
some on another, pushed the soldiers Upon the chains of the rnrria^ 
Even then the camp-folia v-ers, who were behind went nn urging thrive 
Imfurc, LlLL ui many Instances iht= chain:, burst. and every person 
stationed at the chain so broken (was] driven out beyond it, while ife 
order, even such as kept within, was totally broken and destroyed, and, 
from the pressure and (uitfosicin. nol a man could ad When, in this 
confusion, the rush ol the terrified men flying Frnm the right was 
added, the defeat w?s sure, and the day irretrievable, 11 

Mr an while, Slur Shah, moving tn from the reserve, Charged to hatl 
the advance of the Mughal hit, and. drove Lh.nL wing too tote thc- 
Mughal centre, making the melee (here ultcrfv cJiaolic In Hint drendftil 
turmoil the M u glial rurtiliory, on which f lumayun had placed mu. i> 
reliance, could noL be brought to bear upon the Enemy, for there w.m 
no enemy m from of the gum- only Mughal fugitives hum die nglii 
and the Lett. 



Thu battle Was fought SOmu slv kilometres Lrii-I of the GangO, tod 
m Lhe river the Mughal fugitive now fled Hotly chased bv ihi 
Afghans, thev plunged headlong mbi i hu river Without c vim p au iny; 
to take ofi their armour Tliaut-andfi drowned I luiuffyuci hi nisei E truss'd 
die mler on one of Babur":- old dtephaiUs, and had to be: lltcrailj' 
dragged up the Steep bank of the nver Oil the either side by semi? of tits 
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, , . l|(?L [ (heir turbans lugjetiSjer and. threw ,m end of itv doth 

ril|l| ‘ ir.4 he with some difficulty climbed up TTwy ihvn brought him 
tu hisiy 1 'n | w mounted and proceeded tow ards Ajjm says 

■’ " t>rW "■yysien wu emerged frnm (be rivi.r cm the other hnnk a 
l nlt 3 ^ iV | in || | -|, . | Jvid .. . ..'linn, uf saventevn Ihousarul men, wn.; 

|liani1 'i?l iijiLUi a wretched, spnvnv-d horse with bath In? Iwnd and feet 
|10 , ( , s Haidar hher Shah wa? dpsappCcnted thill HumnyLsn had 



managed to esenpe 
but he has escaped 



I had i id end' . I Lli.il |u' -ihciild pernh, hi‘ said, 



r-IUMAYUN RODE STRAIGHT «n lu Agra He was sn ■ utmmible at 
{ , a army In Cigllt was nnybudy's game— ihal on the. way he 

r veil W to suffer the humiliation of being wit on hy n b ml of 
vlLla ^i [r Agra, Humayun -topped at the nubu/hoi. house of Snyyi L 
lidht-c-din, an wnin^rtt Sufi Tbi .age consoled him. speaking of the 
fickW«!» pf tomporal fortunes; he then served him a meal or bread and 
mvkutfi. and adviped him not to atieiupl to defend Agra hut ta gn on 

to Lahore and inm up with Kamnm 

Humayun 1 1 ceded Lhe advice, gathijred fus family ind tfensure 
from Agra, and liastcned nortluvard It w;is a pelt-mcU flight tin one 
n g.rts im.' between Agra and Delhi, when .un alarm was raised thnf the 
A Evil .ms were cla-e be hind, Hurray un in panic at once mounted hi- 
Hnirge rutd rode afJ, leaving hin men tn fvrd lur thcmsclLus. Jauhar, who 
attended on Hutnayun during the fliglit, w ntes of the scene N'u one 
□1 temp ted to assiSl: another: the sun paid no attention to his. tothci nnr 
die father to tl’.e snn, but each person endeavoured to concv-nl whni. v cr 
voluabies he hod. and tn make bis escape; and, to add to then distress, 
a very heavy ram fell In short God preserve u, from -eeing such 
another day ’’ Calm was eventuaJIv restored, .mil the Mughafs reached 
Dellu in reasonable older Huiruiyup rested there fui ,i couple t days, 
then left for Punjab 

l-ic reached Lahore tn early July, rutd was received by Kumran 
■Vskan and ifmdhl, who had gon^ to thetr fids to od]( r their 
possessions, also jpln.nl l|iem Lliere rnp h rod VJF- were , ill lugalrai 
again Tn? fate of Lhe Mughal empire depended on ih?ij- jecor-: 
■'Several Liiiiifia they gathered togeflrer and deliberated and made 
y 0WS Rrt c\ promises of unity and concord/" writes Ahul 5 : azJ. ' At length 
Olio dav nil the imrzas, nobles and grandees having been assembled, 
wrote out .1 deed pi coneorel and unanimity, and to I his auspicious 
record .lit the officers ga-,.- their signatures ' 

What Lhay .igrecd Formally and what Lhev decided in iheir own 






tisl ‘■tutu M r I'Lln fnJltviVAl 



hearts were, howi ver, qtjife ddfcrcnli This we is unavuidnblp The mil 
ni the princes wterc divergent Kmwan specially was worrit ^ 
l-lLimdyun would dispose hun of Knbsil and Punjab to dfofojfcS? 
for the low pi Hindustan Indiwd I ben 1 WAS a suggeUkm 0 | nV 
(hat Humnyun ‘should eUmmitc K.imrfin and lake bis Innd^ V" 
Hiimayun rejected tht plan oat of hand saying. No. nctrur In', 
vanities of this pttishntilc world will I imbrue mv hand* in the 1 1 . 
of a. broLhir!" 

Predictably the brattices - .mid not despite tiu ir lB r m a | .:n l lUil 
Agree on nL trine? rted plan of action ham tan w initijiJ in lake 1 1 h ■ 
family lo safety m Kabul and then return with mm foremen t»; 
and Yadgai wanted to conquer Gujarat and Unm there* T c-eh t |. r 
Hmdustiin; H nidnr suggested tfc'qmquesl of Kashmir, Humnpun him^’u 
spun between these- alternatives uhnble Lo decide wlini to dn pi,,.,’ 
conferred and took counsel and asked advice, but they did not Butil* ^ 
any single dimg. ' says Gu Ibadan. 

As ihe Mughal- wiiju bickering, the Afghans entered iWijah 
that porn I Kamian opened negotiations with Shot Shah. ’All hit 
endeavour was that every one should be ruined and he counted i.l 
gain that be lumsdf mighi go In Kabul and secure n Conner for Ins own 
enjoyment charges AhuJ ^nd This is an unfair indicfcmcrit | M - 
Hiuitayun himself was at dial lime inking aizcommodabon with Rh,. T 
Shall T have left you the whole of Hindustan Leave Lahore alopc, nnc i 
|el Sufund lie a tiourdnn between you and me, w he appealed m 
Sher Shah ihrnugh an emisson, Slier bhah gruffly turned ihmn il lL . 
plop 1 have left you Kabul You should j-n there/' he warned 

Sher Shah had Ihe mean: to enforce his will. So vvhert the Afghans 
crossed the Bern, and advanced on Lahore, ihe Mughal princes scatter, d 
in panic "It was like 1 the day of resurrection/'' Writes Gulbadun. 
"Tcciple lefi then decorated palaces and furniture |u?,i as they were., but 
tonk with them whatever money they had." Some ZHCI^OIKI people wert 
in flight, H was the- Mughal exndus From Lidia. 

Karri ran and Ashan t OLit westward to Kabul i 1 1 tidal and YadgiU 
went soulh towards Gujarat Haidar proceeded to Kashmir, w Inch lu- 
would conquer and rule for many years with distinction hlumpyun, . 1 - 
isual. could not mnl .12 up SiLs mind; he became totally distracted, 
□cccplirfc one suggestion at omi moment, quite ihe opposite one the 
next At one trine he thought. of going iu Bad a kalian, but Kaninm 
would not heir of that, ai the route to Bndalcshan paired through 
Kabul Humayun finally decided to. join Hrndal and Yadgar, and the;, 
passing through the Land of ihe fierce Baluchi and continually haras^ 
by them, crossed Lhu Indus and reached Sind 
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WI N WAS HOT welwj&te in - 11JIL k ' A 'h|i h was. al that lllm- ruled 
^^Vh ii, Hiismn Mu-Zii, a relative of Eftimayun, who, (hough mamma II. 

h \ K t0 j] U i Mughal nmpiTor, w.r, m far! an independent 
M ' ", -I, The arrival uf l lum,iv 1 " , in 'inJ d i t r- ■ Husain, though 

t?imavLin iMa«d bun that he meant ho threat but wa<- wily st^hmg 
a' in conquer Gu|arat Hus as*UT*nru H a fugitive kmq on the hunt 
"' i ihi'ni-.* in occupy i arriud Ifllle ctinvjction with Hns.cin, eapcrifllly 
E ” r I w'Jfr in similar >. h ■ ■ irn stances ihdi Babur had seized Kabul fmm 
1 1 1 j j ■" n (am illy Husain there fan ^utighl hr I'JiiUH 1 I hat Homavnn did 
uOeiome a burden mi him m a challenge to hi* power -he -inmy 
HumiVun along, holding nut prom i a of help hul really doing nothing 
ind in fact thwarting evnty mewr ul Humnyim wifhmil -erlnudy 

l^a J Hiunayun sH frustrating mwifha tn realize that ht w.if 
cf .nine In gel any hdp ( m Sind, eithpr by lus own Ion, nr by the 
, |un ir ( it Husain Yet, in a way Hu may nil's sojourn in Sind 
fnrtuEiirtte for lurr, for it wn& there that lie met and rfiAnuid Hamids, 
anvi L"> r ot by her a sun, Akbar, who W'crtild become one ol rlie greatest 
iiiltrs of Endhi.. As Jauhar tells the story’, Homayun first saw Hamidii at 
PaL m western Sind during an entertainment given by Odd nr Begum, 
Hind a 1 4 mother A Persian and a Shsali. Hnnuda wai- a descendant of 
Alien’d fiini, a Celebrated Muslim sdge popularly known as Y\r, 
Reverence Ihe Terrible Elephant, and her father war. one of Hind.il - 
preceptors "The king was much pjensud with her, and inquired if she 
wah PL’traihed writes fauliar He was infornied that shv had been 
asked, but that llie ceremnny lusd nn( taken place Tint king rhc , ]i said, 
1 will marry hcr J " 

A king's desire, even a fallen king's desire, irt surl; maitims ould 
not be- denied in that age, but both HindaJ nnd Hamid bitterh 
opposed the marriage proposal, possibly because l hey were involved 
with each nltUT Hiraial m fact became furious and made a scene when 
Humayup spoke of his desire for Hamida. "I though; you came here- to 
dn me honour, not fD kmk out for a young bndc. ■ he Stormed ,it 
Hurriayun 1 Ir you coirumt this (fidicupus) act, l will leave von 
Hamida mo firmly refected the proposal Humayun, offended left the 



feast in a Kud. 

|r was | pildnr Begum's tact and camiidenible persuasivt’ powers 
which even ULally won Hamida ror Numayun Sire pacified Huidal and 
W'lOtL? la Hnmiiyun holding out hope a!r Dbramcng Hamida ■ COOSenL 
Hamida, hbwevtr, remiuned Adamant hhc* was liiun lotirteen ind he 
thirtv liirec, bid mor^ dun tlie difference ir. agL-: 1 bmjayur raynped bj 
disa'pation and hounded by calamities, was hardly an ideal ma-tch for 
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i hr toinmHc and spirited omidi'n. Oi,ct. when Humayun ^, nl fn| . 

refused to go, wylng, If iL i L: In pdV re^pecis I was tn^ii 
paying my respects Hit- other dm Why should \ como n^afn'?" \ nri \^l 
lime Humayun sent a mcwen^iit lo a&k Hihdal in send her, h m .J," 
pnswe told him. Whatever 1 may say, -hr will riot go. Co y (n]I ,.' H d „'. 
lei l Ilul And when tlw mussin^er approached HumJda. .he said, 
si*b kings orfctf If lawful. n second time if- forbickk-n I shall no I u nf] ,.''. 

Si ill Dildir persevered 'Tor forty days (he bpgum fH^mtda) rr ^i Mh .| 
and discussed nnd dtogteed, 4 ' recalls Gulbndnlrv '7\t InsL her high’-,, . 
my mother, Dfldaf Begui*. ndvj&wicl her. laying. Alter .ill you lV|N 
marry someone Better than a king. who is there?' The begum snJd Q|-, 
yes 1 shall marry sonrtone but tic- shall be a man whose collar m y 
hand can much and not tmft ivhjfte sktrl n doc* j-.hL Teach TIkti m’ 
mother again gave hei much advic.. In the end Ham id n relented 
\Yhun Humavuii was informed about HraiidiTs 'rnnsenl Ku. ^y. 
Cmlbaduu look the astrolabe into hi* men blessed hand and, h*vi 
thoMW a propitious hour;' fixed tire time for marriage and gjjvp 1 u^;, 
jalihs ot ready murrey fur the dflwerik Little Hamidd thus became 
Hj,uu Marvjm- 1 -jmk’.ni Hamid-i Banu Begum tire queen A fee. dqj 
label add couple boarded the.- royal barge and proceeded |.. 
Humayun • tamp in CJrerbagh a pleasant garden «n thu utskirt- :.i 
lire in wt> uf L-ohri 

idyll tire couple enjoyed was trriei HuniayuiYs peSbon 
was utterly hopeless:,, and his men, could see no future m rein inning 
with him Mam deserted Hindu! a? expected, left Humayun snort □-| Cr 
Ure Hamida affair, and proceeded tn Afghanistan, where he lived lorn 
while as a dervish Yadgar Mirzn, seduced b> Bhoh Husain with grund 
promises was vadJktig m hv- loyalty Evfirt such loyal veterans as 
Munim Pe.c and tard t hep wrav inclined to lieu On une accFisLeni 
l-lumayun warned nf their possible flight, stayed awake through I hi 
night to keep an eye f?n them. so ihnt thei would riDl sneak away; ever 
the’*- m the morning, when Munuiyun went la have a hath, ftv- hvci 
made a run for their hanret -Humayiin "ran after Ilium and with gtft.it 
difficulty prevailed on Itifem In reiLim; say= fauhar, That was what Lin 
Mughal empernr y.-as reduced to, running after his servants to plratl 
with tlrem to stay 

How long cnuld he gu on like that? Hlimayuu sec-mpd tn be il the 
end 0-f hi 5 tether ''What >■ to be don?' Where am l La go?” he kept 
asking There were no answers- 



YET SOMEHOW HLTMAYTJN plodded or, maybe drawing solace from 



wil,U l'i rn ill miwr r witEJlM am ! hi f;n T 



f 



■ y hiftm icg the stats for Ins mlsfurtunos and finding hope in 
■^ u 'hiiiink configpitfliinriJi "The bucket nf succi (ten armr would 
:h ‘ ' r | _ |'| [Humayiiri muH at nOr tsrnt' come ilf- full lYom the '.•..•iLerv 
ltl1rr i ' w .\ n | t innthLr. it must by n revolution of lhe whod go down, 
h0 ^ L ' ,■ yiuntiiyiir must have found comfort and hope m -ucn 
I.' nu , ■ i, I ' ■ Or pchuphi 'now pTiitucally, ht heeded the harsh but -wnnhl!- 
'pV'c of M-Li-zli Haidar t.m whal thi? future portended for hun 'll 
: ..'lu,-, great han-hhip^. ' said Haidar, "bui if is you v ho hnv - made 



mv 



j wb=it was lil'icc easy. And mnrenver, if you dn pot hear patiently 
■ our preset troubles, they will become ye I murr- onerous " 

tlumayun w'ai living nff the land as this time, taking by force 
whatever lie LOtild fmd, like a common mar.uidoi Often there i 
notlum’ at nil Jor him h take, for peupJe fled at the approach of rhi 
Mu-hale For day- on end they had ra live on wild hum. v ,md mi.u 
whSi they omght a wild animal for food, it warlike a reJehraton- feast 
HumayuiVs tribuliitinns only gnt worse when he moved mt the 
desert of R.i|,isthan on the invitabon ul Maldevi of Manvar "ft .vj_. 
^•Ktiemeli lid." writes CuJbad.m. ' How- and father] Lgiadrupeds kej ' 
sinking h> the knees in the .sand On they went, thirsty imd hungry,' 
Far several days dicy found no water, and iiilm fought, so^tttnas 
killed, lor water Several perished of Uurst bulh msn jnd .mimals 
ScmehinM, when they fuurui water, they drank lou much and some 
nnimFil:, died of that loo Desertions continued. 

And, at the end of the awful dx-surL tiuk, the Marwar refuge lamed 
ou , to be- a nVLKige. Maldt-v— ' ,J 1brit ravening demur.," as AbuJ FazJ 
describe# lurr.— was proffenng help only to eitbci Humayun and betray 
him, to gber Shah it appeared Etui whuru could Humayun go? She only 
prospect was Umarkok a forlum kHle town on die edgu of Hie deserl 
nil ihe 5md border, whote Eajput chief Eana Fra»d> had offered help 
Phk was the nadir of Humayuri's fife- He and lu s family had to 
enduio greaL hardship on 'liev toLled through the desert towards 
rmarkuL. with hostile Ra|puts havering nrnurd, harassing iJihid and 
filling up thu wells an the rnulu Hnmflyuil's personal reputation wa L 
*n low at this time lhat El un Ilia clnsjost amirt showed him srnnl regard, 
and Fardi Bog churhshly — LluowEng Mil- dun nf niEanneiit an awn 
head," as MiJ-UTHiddm Ahmid puts t!- Won turned dr.wn HlUiiILV im'S 
request to give one of IPs huiiSBS for the Heavily pregnant HareMa to 
nd’e on. Humayuil d:d not amount to much in the eyes nf anvonu. 

i 'n retinue had at tl.iS Mrr.u dwindled In a mere horn 1 • ul When hi 
entered Utnarknl there were but seven hersemen m immediate 
at ton dance on hun badly equipped was he rfiat he dLd not even 
liavu .1 change nf clothing wflh Kim sn whu-r I'.p gave ivhat he word for 



mi '.TKuom.f mir *ii Kviv-n 



w suiting, he hnLl only his bo thing gown in w*tar Nnr & w [ u 
ho v c- Li t moant to give tho • imtamary present* l.a tlv.- |^ ]in ^ l,rL1 ''VL 
hid with i" mi . hidden palely jemm ■ du.ibtii jmveU) so he 

, lake possession of lire hidden valuables ol Uj- " I '- 



ruse 



to bcirrnw mr.mt-y from i'-idi 0og 'The Lremairy was emmV"' ' 1 ,| 

,l. .j._ -r l, a,., l I-. -i I-. i , j .1 t Wrili 



Gulbadan TardL Bug Khan had a great deal of 
eniperm having asked him fni a too^ld edible loan, |r. |, 



adhftfis al the rale ni two in 



anil It 

1 I'' 1 -' I'lVli f, 

Iren (twenty per cesilj hi ' 



ISl'i 



portioned cult this money to l he army Ha beslmved hivin; | j ( 1 

uap-iapie dresw on the ran a and his suns Many peuph bociLii 

horses hem . * ' ^ 

In the ey. L ' : ol the weary rc/njjeeti dreary Umnrkui was , ^ 
place wjlh many tanks Many things were very ehsfcp mde, , 'V " 1 
gewb could bu had for one riifte'e Gulbpdan. Humayun n '' Ur 

there for about seven weeks He also persuaded Mil rnn,i vacant 
fort Mr (he use Of lib- family and lodged Hamid a tlierr- urider ii , "' 

pt her brother Khw aja Muazzam, He and the Ttajputs then hi?i . Jqj ' |' C 
Sind and an uncertain future 

Pour days out when Hmmyuii was encamped by n Ukr - 
Idliy kilometres from Uffij^fkot, be rereiVed iTlC linppy npivs i| ,i 
hLitmdj had given birtii to a son— ai Abu] Fazl .would have ii 
nursling of |§|8lne light had emerged trnrr, the WOrtlb ol -oJlCfialmunl 
into the world of niarufostflltcm.' Hiimayun "was luphly delighted 
with ihi? news, say* Gulbadan, and by way pf rewarding I'ardj Beiy i|-, . 
hn.irer nj the niuv-j, p Rid o ped ill lie- post pffmtpes He tiler 1 , broke : p, . 
of mu#k in a china bowl and divided the pieces among h> h . , 
enveloping the dusort camp with fragrance and gat.J rheer "This li. nil 
the present I can afford to make you on the birth of my son whow 
fame will 1 trust He one- day expanded ill over thu world, a& the 
perfume of the musk now fills litis apartment, ' slid Hum n yurt, Dnm 
were beaten, and trumpets proclaimed the birth of the priori! Hum a pun 
gave the hi Id a name he had heard m a dmam jalaluddin Muhnmmsd 
Akbar 



HUMaYUM BROKE CAMP that same evening and continued on o 
&ind, eventually reaching die fertile district gf J li n i- die north-west m 
Ih'j P-iurn nt Kachclili ■' Hutch) where, in a garden around which 
trenches were dug, he camped for the neict several months? He WJ5 
H-iioed UierL- bv Hanuda and the infanl Akbar 

Them, for a shuri -.vlule, Humnyun ^ position improved os a nuaihei 
"i I-*" .il dm.-'- joined Jiim and hir- army swi ll.pd to sonic J5,D0lt horse, 



h wiiat JO nr ijiwi? wurwr MM ' TO cn 
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miick SUCLesM.in. > I usual mt?lfprtlJh« In-tfan to pfltf up on 
11.1% ir | L 1 ( m tj^ RjmLits, iilwiiVfl louvhv abtjui Uirir hnnmjr, 
^ Wf over some petty S^blfl- "Arc fttttnpt to iU^at tb& 

r " jE ‘ yl [. k kms Of Inbiiur Jinil lim* ■" ItH-v gambled Mumm Khan, a 
MU i^hcd vriernn ciLmrrcUcd Willi Jhrdi Bog, and he too dcpurfud 
nihKS followed The fatrn ttw giving Humayun imnlhrr 

jri pH| l1L j| 

tLm ^"IhVbLjSVoaryiliuiiiiywo w,v- jotned by lhrani Kb nt hf his 

iimJbiaheiJ who had hilluri mb' Afghan hand- after the 

S S Kp-u.mH, bnl had tnnnufH ^ The arrival .>( Tiram Khnn 

j thp face of the lI.iv The cm^rar, Jauhar recalls. W» much 
rmoLced by the arnvnl of so celebrated a diiunclr-r" 

V/itb mram Klian joining Humayun. there was at Ea^l a pbrn of 
-i ..m It wxis L-leiir that there was no poml m Humuyun Imgermg nn 
'n Tridiit. HH button in Sind r closely invested as he war. by Stab 
I lui-.iiu- untenable. Negobahcm-S were therefore opened With HtaWfV 
w-ho litjiy agreed Lo lot Humiiyun leave Shld w'Jtlt h^naur, he even 
Luii.lt n bridge irf bon te across the fit r! us ;n speed Humuyun on lus way 
On Hill fuEv l ! -"H. Hurnnyuu i iv -sed fhi Indus and began 1 ■ lie* 

out of India 

[ n Ihc thirteen yean, blnce his? jccession, Humayun had ccnjuer-, d 
hkHvri and Guioiai. only to lose them soon afier. ha then conquered 
Bengal, but Sosl lhal too, nnd m the end lo& l Elis thmne as well He was 
nc.iv ci destitute fugitive. It was the end nf the Mughal empire, it 
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Chapter Three 



T l-[ E AFGHAN 
INTERLUDE 




Man of Destiny 



tTO r x ir T-3 L M A YLfN S FORLORN * -And and Rnjascluii 

' SLS *** jww ■* Sht?r Shnh hBd mwg HiifTi ">"-; r! 

M m UieClwnab. then Hinted away, laying the chase tu his gcn^r^li, 
SS, ihlm ?wt to engiig* the Bmprmtt tmt to drive Mm to V ™d 

£££■ ,« th> i&m? «# sh" ff w 

matters id affeid ta than toting down n crippled and topless. 

fyS Shcr Stoh was u. hi* tmd-hto- when I, tort Agm, an old man 
H --j 1 ad n lang r lung way frnm his Haitbled childhood mid 

me* lire patmnpny in the grubby little town of basseam in srmthem 
S Fortune tod favoured him, but at L-very stage Iw had worked 
h „ d in d rid ltd with to and cpulion to take advance ol ih* 

LoortdnitoS I hat faf Offered him- He M ^ L ' J 

Hindustan, i empire, to much work M remm^d tt tog- 
Frontiers had to bo firmed op. pnbmtLJ.1 enerii.es combated, pu Jdin 
rcbe | 5 neutralized. Adtrigf#n1ion had ta ba organize For all that 

Shcr Shall needed hme a t 

And thru was runntng Out for him '”A!a>!' he Jam ml ted tooking m 
the mirror-, I have attained Hi. empire only when I have sene tod old 
nv, and when the time for evening prayer has arrived Had ii toen 
Otherwise, Lhu world would hcive seen what I would have: CKrnmpL>:ici 



EVERYTHING THAT HAPPENED In 5her Shah 1 ;: life hotli Flood and 
bad had prepared him Ln a stead v cumulation of experience, io play 
Il-r roll- rhal . desflnv had allotted lo him His family originally • «ne 
fioni Roll the Jutland- of the Sukimiin Hangu m southern Afghani Air, 
l0M -he Indus Kis gmodl.ither Ibrahim, a lowly A^hao ol I he bur 
tribe ,1 linrau trader b\ profession migrated to End id during ^ 

□f Duly 111 Lodi an-J took to said i.M'rng, hoping ta improve his fortune 
I □ Iej dii-on i In. would LS&ign ta Ibrahim a royal pe-digree in match i H- 
: i n i ns won by hher Shah but the truth seems in be Hi, it he was only 
a trader, and that too. as Abul Fa? slightingly notes, one without km 
disltnSfrn among ihc crowd of tradesman ■' 
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I hi- fatitil) fiTfl set l hid In Punjab, then mtfyed on Iti N ,i 



r n,3i|] 



Du] hi, where Ibrahbu was able lo t^euri? a Jagir a:- ns comn^l’i ^' r 
forty On ['.JrLihim *■ tie j L h his son Hasan KJnnn inherited !|„. , r ' ' 
Sunn. 1 where- along l he way, in a Jjpar Hint nut recorded, but proff^’ 
around L44H6. a soft was bom to Hasan, hi* I'ir M-hcira. Iht? future th ''' 
Shnh They named him Farid, 

Hasan eventual L> sired eight sons by his four wives, His c,irrv r h 
prospered, and tie shifted lo Bihar where under Lodi govemn? 1 '! 
Khan he rose to become n commander cl hCIfi. and hold the jKLr^'I- 
Sasaram and fOiavaspur Tfinda m souliiom Bihar, l lose to fae 
lulls [I was not a soft- ossignmenL 1 fa&niTs jagir was mostly rugged h ii 
country; only partly under cultivation, and the wilderness waf infaq,^ 
with robbers and twrnulept cliLoflriLn.-. Liu r it was a good pl^, c ~ j 
young Farid to hone hb survival ski 1 1 - 

Farid's was not a happy childhood. Hasan had Wearied r,\ |[ 1( , 
faded charms of Farid's mother and, as Abbas Khun puts it, he j|, 
nol care for or love |hvr| but was very fond u/ his slave* girls, and 
was especially attached i*;- a Hindu slave girl, and she gamed kk'i 
influence u'. ur Hasan Khan that she Entirely ruled, him." Farid ^iilfmL-il 
with bus mother, and was bitter towards lus father '"Angry wards oflen 
passod between Hasan and Farid," says Abbas fl is possible that Fan-, I 
tell in with a band 1 1 gang nl Ibis lime 1 The story, altributod to yicr 
shah himself and told in detail by Mughal chroniclers khishtaqui and 
Abdullah, ls quite credible, given the ivitd naUiru of young Fund and 
Lhu bandit-lnfualed ntiliLU UI WIllL’ll he lived In mod i ova | India the 
distinction between I *c brigand and the chieftain ur king was hazy n 
brigand cnuld grow and consolidate his pbwET and become recognized 
'■ king. U king COuld lost Jus pdw.tr r and de.?c, nd tn brigan-drigL', l;i 
any ram*, according to the story, a dc-r-c brush with doath m. a fared 
encounter l hastened Farid r and he returned home 

He did not, however remain at home; but moved on to Jaunpui 
Ihe capital of Bihar, faunpur broadened his honzoi roused ills ambition 
The city was a centre of Islamic I earning in ihose days, and Fanii 
immersed himself m studies, concern rating an "honks of history and 
thy Li \’izt of ancieni kings" according m Abbas St n- not known btnv 
many years Farid ■.-punt in Jaunpur, nor what ho did apart front 
studying, but ho was ihere Jong enough to acquire a reputation Iw 
fujnung and a ml. w and was probably employed m :,oniu executiyi 
capacity sn the provincial govemU'LUtlt 

a reconciliation was mean While effected bcLte cur 1 ! Farid aruJ his 
lather through the ml m r en lion nf their kinsmen, and H=isan handle. 
Over chu id ministration uf his |agir 1u the precocious youngster- Many 
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I lcJ , Farid would lake SidhuviihAdik t'he Just Ruler, as 

but he we pr ^ tQ ^ Kvr! tuntemporary chroniclers «t 

, g S thq Kallm-iri ol his rule tight from ihv time he teamed 
'V - eE! at Sasaram >sticv alcmu is die mainstay of government and 
TT source of prosperity to tho governed/ 1 he is reported to have 
.Indajed nn Ihiil occasion "liquetice is the mens! pernicious ul things; t i 
. f j 1(? foundation n ‘ dm government and brings min upon the 



pVFN AT THAT young age, Fand J s actions xvm marked by clarity of 

‘ and pBolutHness I have set my heart nn improving the 

prosperity of dte district md by Bus means l hope lo cslablish my 

rupufatien/ he told ,n gathering nf village huadir*.-it and ntneur-. soon 
•iilur faking river lilt administration of Sasaram, l ie w : v. c^peoiiilly 
cuncemed with lire lot of the peasants "'] shall always walch over their 
condition gu dint no man may oppress or injure them/ he - owed, '■- 
^ 3 rtC j er cannot protect the humble peasantry from Uie lawless, it i 
tvrEinny to' cv.iiL I revenue from lh-:m ' And no .i ,: s lltc-cI ihe cuJfJvators 
■ ] won't allow anyone to tyrannize over you Be engaged heart and 
snuJ in sowing and reaping:' 

l-to Llier turned to to* collertnm and village Headmen "I know I he 
oppressions and exatftiors U which you have been goiiiy towards 
cultivators/' hL- told them Tlial had to stop, re warned, tor -ciiltitfatfah 
depend* on the humble peasniHs, if th% be ill off they will produce 
nothing, but if prosperous they will pro-iucc much ' Fuming im.ilh Id 
schlicn,, lie warned them tbfa whde ho would ignore iJieir past titiaterib, 
ku would brook no further indiscipline 'El II readies my ear'- that any 
op.u has taken even a blade uf grase forcibly toum flxe ryab 1 -n.il l 
infect such pirndihhiejit uj^r-n. mm Lhat utliurs -houlu ruke a lesson from 
,l i shat] nut allow nny one to transgress my Orders At the same turn: 
he offered to share tlic garni of prosperity with hi? soldiem My w isb 
is Bid I as; the effect ul my administration, alt pursuit, both high an*, 
low may prosper, nod r,o trace of oppression nr violunce may remam, 

he told them- . . rt . t .... . 

Would the young man be taken suriuLisIy Words did nol r ute. anl> 

armi did" To prove bimaell Farid had to; demonstrate tlxat he had the 
Xvill and the power to compel obedience And He did that With ruthless 
efficiency, turrorizing most villages mlu submission, anu sacking those 
that jilted him 'PaV me my rights; if nol, \ will sell your Wives and 
children arid Will not suffer you to sellle anywhere again banc 
threatened Uie headmen "Wherever VOU rnay go, thither will 1 pursue 
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you; and tn whatever vlltogfi yim imy go, [ will ram m and \^ Q 
to seize you .and make you oyer ta me or else 1 v, \\] atlndj ^ " !ill| ' ni, n 
The terror Lactic worked, and in a short tune- Fnnd wng ,, 1 ,]^ ^ 



his absolute and unquestioned sWflj? over virtually thfr-o n iin 



EK '^lij| 



Only the forest chiefs mostly Cherub, nn unruly Dravklri^ 
whose mam occupation was dncoity, remained defiant Bahd 
these tubal diieFtriins to he dangerous outlaws w ho had to be exte ^ 
not just forced into submission He IhcruLore- rejected thekr 0 ^™' 
surrender, and set an their hamlets with deliberate brutality [„_ r , ^ ln 
the men and enslaving lilt women and duldreti Thai. wa^ nqi 
Saw it. an acL of mindless Savagery bid .1 cool, judicious appluinhiy^"! 
tprrnr essential for the security of his jagtr. 

Alter that cdhvinriiig demonstration of tiih cq'Efchfe power j, dri < 
turned his attention to revenue and. indicia! matters "'If any hoI H |. J r 
peasant had a complaint/' Abbas w tiles, "Farid would oiamiju. ^ 
person, and carefully investigate the c L ausu. nor did he ever yivu u-ny |- 
carelessness or doth " For some seven years he thus tdhourM M 
Sasajom, in ceaseless and resolute endeavour The resmts wit- 
impressive As Abbas puts it. ' J ln a very short rime bolli the Pargiui=< 
became prosperous and the soldiery and peasantry wefu Ihh- 
contented . He gained n reputation among men and plunged 3 1 1 
friends and 0 Hilts, except a Jew enemies 

Except n few enemies There was trouble abend for Farid -Tn fly 
fiuvcntaun or eighteen year^ snare he lirs! letl hornu, his fnttier-s 
wife, Lhe "Hindu s^bve gu]' r , had bnrne her own suns, Sulaiman and 
Ahmad and was understand ably anxious to secure their tnteLusIh 
Fatid'fe success thwarted the chances of Illt own children They l:oil|i 
nse only il he fed. And she, acL-niding in Abbas, j lagged Ha Ain day 
and night, dunac-d laim her bed, uvun threaten pd Tj comm It fiuiekic, tn 
gam favours tor iter suns. Finally Hasan, foriLmgkd in the jinr.Se other 
IdVl- yielded to her entreaties and took away lhe management of th 
jiigir from Farid and entrusted it to SliIliittiaji [ know st is not right d 
grieve Fend, but what can 1 do? f ’ Hasan confessed In rhogu Whti 
protested against the action, ■"SulaiTnan pud Itte, mothur have .driven rr, u 
teto tine strait, nor du they give me a moment 1 :. peace." 

Once again, Farid land, to leave home 



lHI& TIME HE Went to A grii, bo plead with Sultan Ibrahim 1 odi U' 
Lrajiste r h|h father's j.agir lo him Ibrahim reputed Hie request outright 
saying. ’ Hu m a had mao who complain?, against and accuses he. ciwn 
fnlhej Later, however, when Hasan died Eand was able Eo Secure ■! 
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, , , KJ .*** S-™“ * him ' r 1Hft te "*"** * 

^S B rnm r i l a S ] L '^ r ™ ^ ^ r ^ cl , n in Lo a 1 n r ran t n I m n With hi* 
•W to Srure at teast a part ,d Lhe ^tr tor 

• l^rmdheri w ^ heenroa fLitiher complicated when Hit? Iirm.in nr 
JW* fiDC ' 5 T i; 1in der which Fabfo ctetm-cd Sasaram. lost its validity f?n 
]br[L h,ni Lodi. Fjni p L u Barid therefore sought the patrenag* 

|J " d ^l^^wL givemor, hut now, after Farupal ->■ ruler 

Df marbinalmna bf ha stepmother and 

fo^ hES aiivimcenacru in the rapidly chang, n, 

in E#uk m-w 

P-noi Fand, *yt Abba* 

interns II* kmrV) „„ r dld hc Ie «t nnf nionmrt 

day nhF 1 ^ C hl , ,r^d BLhnr KhanL tevour, l-o 

: -rrh 16 SulS te hL fc pufcht- iJBm* Wi became 

^ ,L he h , pJ ^ Tn consequence of tus uxcelMt BiraAgemcnte he b^ime 
intimate Ini'm . - S r Rihar rf In a short rime l and rost- 

; wet. ae *k 

* helfoppbrwt Me efa. n^«d Ibe Hk 

£ nVo 1™'" m hK feat cf fe,,l,re a “ ser 
mm ‘"mr" m H T d tTrr^-- 

lhG ''"landeXlJfogS arose betweun 

r:— C vaki. ,md his M feggiS 

(from now on known as 5her E^banJ an ^ ^ the Mughab 

□gain he t>ut out for Agra. Jus fo? Snl^r 

-ua mm ^ 

three-eentu^-ca power Sira u e , ^ sh „ Mud. w* 

Everything wps in flu** A n y inii1 S 1 

a i,ve In every sn te ja, ta -erarried to lhe Mujjwl tuw 

Afterreraieru b - ■ > ^ ^ Mujhil|S| ft, sirod nl or, idee 

ill India .rad £ e office™ m lhe Mughal E="r ! " •■< 

favour cne. he W*“ wrf Hind fol lhe Miqhab m «« 

ve,y latte ur in angle COTbaK hut the Afgl’ane 

superior to Mg hands no .iccnulll t imar 
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internal dissensions It' fortune uvfeudin a hii ir| to 
bring the Afghans under m> control and never pemnt fj' 1 ^W\ 
become divided. ' Bui he w.is hIdjvs » 'hi* tom Klo - 

tariously Ccufto;' Mihail "Hicets used In leU if,.,:,. l1, (lltri 



* 11:10 o.4y '’Lome 1 \fghdn nFhceiu used to k-Li their frI E nX' "'!* '' 
Sher Kh.Ws quarters arid hear Hii lrnposMbk bcuusdri^; In 

an- laughing .n Sher Klttm had become somettiing of n|1 

I 111 - Oillv OOr'.LUi ivhu SAW fihr-f FThan III E rl ■ i (ms ... ..I . I l' 1 ^ 



an- laughing to ‘ Sher Khan had becomv sonietfiing of ' 01 T " "' 
TJie only person who -w Sher Khwi in .i different liEhl'i™ vt^ 
"Keep in eye on Sher Khan.' Babur cnutioEted Mir Khalifa | 1( .- lJn ^' J r 
"Hu i.'- -i Clever tan, and the mark, lK rpyaliy arc 
forehead As span as l saw tins man, d entered mlo mv tn \ t* 
hi-, ttughl ip be, arrested, for I find in him Liu qualities m m -u"’,, VJ| 
mnrb oF mightem^." Mir Khalifa advised Babur against 
Khan, saying dial it would scare away tho Afghans ivhu \ v . ' r 

Beginning In fiuck the Mug I, ah., and that m any cast: Sher Kh^ n '?! 
noi have tin- power to dr. any mischief So the matter wa 5 dropi^n ? , 
Sher Khan sensed that. he had come under the adverse notice uf E a b ‘‘ 
The emperor today looked much at me, and snid aomelhmsr It, S 
incmskr. nTid cast ceil glances towards me/ 1 he said to Jus men Wr 
he got bark to his quarter* and that very day lied from the Muil n ' 
ramp to re In m to Sasaram When B-abur was told of Sher Kh an's fik|!| 
he reproached Mir Khalifa, "Tf you hud not h inured me, | lvnLl ] d \^ r 

nrresLed Lum at once, he fe about Eli do something God ortly knoJ 
W ba 1 1 " 



TNJ BIHAR hHbR KHAN rejoined the service ol the sultan. W hi 
gracLLHi.? Iy restored hiuj to hisfcfavtiured position at Vakil. The liming 
hi-- return was fortuitous A short while later Bihar khan died, lute 
succeeded by his young son, Jala I Khan r with Dudu. the king's widow, 
the regent. When Dudu ton died soon after, Sher Khan became Lk 
de facto, niiei ot Bmnr 

Around that time Sliei Khan strengthened I us position iKronfib 
hvp marriages, both with rich and childless widows. By or* 

'■■iiirntigL he acquired the strong fort of Chi mar, and by the mher great 
Wun.lih These resources enabled him to create for himself what w,Wu 
etfect a Stale within tilt stele. "Sher Khan during a space of tour ye, us 
elevated himself to n state nf complete independen-. l:," writes 
Nramatullah and gamed the attachm ent of ihe greater part of ihe 
army by the- bounties and hi. injure lavished, Upon them, so much sq 
I hal. Within I lie^rnnlieis nT Bihar no onp dated disobey 1 ms orders. " 

_ tr khan * career suffered a major ^(bavk. hi) w over, when 
Mahmud Lodi, the bcollifflr of Ibrahim Lodi. a& die rightful heir In the 
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i in-line took over. Bihar hy dialing aiv.iy Jiilal Khan ^..i Khan 
wdi i-frvA to his old prvHtinn t» n mere jagtrdar And when M.rhmud 
l|irJ1 rt u.ri I he local Afghan chieftains to ften lum against the Mugh^li, 
SUJEl Tiiin had no alternative but to obey Bat he did so rducfcintJy. Ho 
ffSSi lh Mahmud, and & to protHi Ms mter^k agam-.t 
n ‘ u " ccLcd certain defeat of Mahmud by parleying wjIfi Hurray on 
nnJ cifleritiR & withdrew Lur- forces withcnil engagmg when the Afghan 
r,H Mnclial n mues met 

SVr Khnn kept hm promist!, hnl demurred wlwn Hum? un 
inr -j n H .h a t hu surrender Ch.unar ns well For four omnn lu 
Lhsuiod the Mugbal Riege of the fort but finully affored to submit 
gttS hLttuntion mearwhito diverted by devdnpmerd,- m 
Mitvva mid Cujaral, haSlily accepted the offer .-.n.L JMilkd ail 
' Sher Khun them relumed to the service "? jalfil Khan (who had been 
3 h ;. ud t & hu- throne by the Muglmls at, their vassal) .md one* A^ 11 ' 
became the virtual ruler of Bihar His man conxem to th.s Him was to 
, fibllt |d tii£ self confidence ui Afghans, manv ol when., nn ic. mini ol 
their misfotounr-.. had taken to the life ol m-onJj.T.mW .-Iwr Klllrt 
kr UUR hL them buck to soldiering, using cr^nina wh<m i -ary rvvn 
putt iSg a few to death and oedarmg that “h, would kill every rtfehan 

who refui^d tet be a sold let . 

nit iU blit dormant dwaoi ol Shot Klim, ..I dri- ir.| ; . 01 » 

Wurfnih and iMlorins Afghan onpahd pownr. now b L «ima an oh«®mi 

wi ft] lra1 Portents, bv tsfiioh nuidlevsil man sol murh slots. I 

tan. NiaitaWllah rtporls that one mghl. wlu e Shs, Khan 
to habit, secretly depositing cash and deltas b«d. ,d,c “ ; 

in the baaaar in Iminpur a denMi auddmili rae„ , nn head o 4 
exclaimed, "God he praised! Oil Emperor of Oelht hit ■ mm 
Kliflil took 1 1 as a prophecy 

But hu was ui ho huny Hte mediate obiLcto‘, : was to 
hisribwet and position to Bihar iigmas I the ol 

lit L l 1 l) 1 y Lohani Afghans, who were rivals ' i rhe Bur inoe to which Sher 
Khsmbelanged Besides, Ho fort to neutmli^ fate! Khan «ho. w oto 
PEiauuit in want 'to Rovem and no I pmt iW- sought sd mI--, \ht 
tfharl aulhonSy by secretly su PP ortir B the Lphanifi Twe was alfo a 
fhreat of uivasiOO fL'Vrri Berg?. I 

But nothing daunted Sher Khnn lie uyerv -t Cl m-, 

problems tn & advasilagc by boldly seaing fa m, hat,™ from ta 
ulM^arics— he repulsed the mv?dmg. Bengal Joi u-s. took b to*, 
nffe^vn tnnisdf and anm-sed a targe tract nl ben|.a!. and then went on 
to ise fa levemtje nf hb ataaocad power and prestige tmdWXMim the 

LU.L .1.- - . n, . . r . ■ ,10.=, r .i-.Lti-., In jmsajasiruto him 
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with Utc conmvanpi nf J.ilnl Khan The plot fa i ted An4 i| 

Kl^n', h pfxsiboti in Bihar untenable, $$ he. n master ku 
s^rv.’-nt fled Id Bengal kn refuge kon^ with aeycraj j . J/" Sr ' : ' 1 
Tlieit flight tsiiilG'd Shor Khan perfectly^ His hpthoriiy Ul 
unt rnnurided e Keep i for hi?, nomum ! ■ . ubord in nlicrn to i|- n( ‘- 
emperor, m whose nanhc he cnnlmuod to read the- lthuttiin| 1C 
corns. ,1 1 ‘ 1rM; t mint 

Artc-r the flight of Taint Khan, Shcr Khan cendd have 
hunselt king and ended lhc ambiguity w Jus pusSticm hi, ,m ' i'^' 
would I 'ii V i been lo formally renounce tlie Mughal nverE.niKh ' " ** 
open I y cHallengp Humayun. Shpr Kkm was not wit n?adv iJ t ' ILn| 
The throne nf Bihar was loft vacant D ^ nt 

Sher Klia.ii kept up the pretence of substrate* to [h R ™ Lip 
menu year? rill he had annexed ail of Bengal in a semss . , "' 

Farad even Hurray un'* victories against Afn>,^ N 
against, Mahmud Lodi m Biliar and Bahadur Shah m (GdaraiyS^ 
Shin Khan ? use Tin- old Afghan aristocracy had previously mo-i ' 
lum _m an ipslart. ■ illing him derisively The New Man but nr, T 
iIil fall it Gujarat to the Mughal?, they began to flock Jo h„ n »& v J 
powerful chick, who had at hml scorned to enter Slier Khan's sen'ic 
ivhen they -;nv his power day hy day increasing, nut their prid* ,^'dn 
'T' 1 volunteered lo nerve under him; says Abbas The New M.m i 'i 
become the new n u j ; 









MFANWMLE HUMAYUN, BACK m Agra from Gnjaral, renl^d 
iJ.dt Sher Khan, though nominally still his vassal, had, by his yictona 
m Bt-ngal grown far too powerful to remain Under die Mucha! 
-mg. Yet Humnyun was, efow In apt He first called fur a report on 
b.iL-r Khan from Hindu flog, tlie Mughal governor nt Jaunpur And 
I undo Beg sanguinely wrote: "Slier Khan In a Idval servant of yen, 
vlLijeatv and htnfces coins and read? the lchutbah in your name, and ’ns 
nor transgressed the fooun Anita- nl your Majesty's territory or boat 

an) 1 Lung since your departure which coujrf he any muse oF onnoyanm 
to you. 1 ' • 



1 ll.i was rndeed the factual position There was no outward act t<t 
iml!rt Sh "- r| ' K ^ an Even in lhc ^ngal districts than be- had annexed he 
** UvUbah in i he name of Humayun. But Hindu Beg, 
' 1 '° ir ' :| ur Kh - |n 'von over with lavish presents, failed to probe 
beneath appearances to assess Shtr Khan'? true potential Humajmi 
w,e. told It c facts, but not the truth Thus misled he deemed that nn 
Lmnvdinte aciiDLi Was required .igainsl blier Khan r and ibis derision 



, Khlr a ft* hard In Bengal. By the *«"« «£“!"* hn*H 
«tV«. T J w „, ,» late, and strategy all 

fe“! £ Huraayun nnJ 5 b® Khan v,aa antewBly long 
• nie tiis.li! beb . wa 4 CluggHb, Sher Khan Vf<t» taLtjou. and 

drilW [ . con (lirt that fawn to Ml 15® Kb™*® W/* 1 

*»>• ’ :i l;f* 'in® Sher Kh«i, ended nnly three years tab r a 

rent of Humajiir at Kiinauj 



1 ? ca ce able King d o m 



FROM KANAL | IT woe, a licadlufig flight out of India for chu Mush 
iv i Ui 51 1 or Shall jn ho i. pur-uis After chasing nff Humayun 
Lahore, Sher Shall remained Joe a while m Punjab, seru ruie Ti!" 
vulnerable north-west frontier 

Meanwhile l here was Lroubli m B&n^l Por the rule™ nf [ M ,.- n 
I5engr-| had always been n problem province, and ^ co phtnJ c, 
formerly called Lakhnauti, had Jong been known by die stricter snhM-nu'* 
Bulghakpiir i lie CUy of Strife Sher Shah had Jed Kitmr Khan, a tnS&l 

veteran, as I he governor H Bengal when be mpl Dot ivucU-. .,- L J Jr 
puisiii L of Hiinmytm But with Shur Shah far away or Punjab, il was n..i 
long before the peculiar chemistry of Bangui began m wort. on KhJr 
Khan He married 1 hr? laughter Od Sultan AJahm id, tllu former king m 
Bengal took to sitting on l hr.' J lire: (upper palace) after i he manner of die 
rulers o£ Bengal and, tlsenigh he did not dare to a^ume Uiu royal |]tf f 
general h began to net as if he were k mg. 

The news infuriated Shei Shall He immediately set out [oj Hery-ci, 
and L'\ forced marche, suddenly appeared m ti&ur to tiurpjisu .ip.j 
confront Khizr Khan, Khizr Khan Iried to mollify Sher Shah b 
submit! humbly and arranging a regal reception for him but Sher 
Shah remained unrelenting. "Why did you without my ordnr trike in 
marriage the daughter it" Sultan Mahmud and stint yourself oil ths 
rub?’ 1 ' Jiu- rebuked, and ordered him to be put m chains and punished 
severely, as n warring to potential rebels 'Tt becomes no! n noble ui 
Elie Slate. to do n single act without the King's pcTimssiun ,r warned 
Sher Sh=h 

Exemplary pimishflUffllt Of rebels wns necessary to dtSCiiilragiJ 
rebellion, but l.'ial in itself was not be enough, for Ihe ba : I.C prohlnn 
was Lhu Structural weakness of the statu Provincial insubordination 
had been a peremuai prohlem in the Delhi Sultanate, .md Sher Shah, 
who knew his history well, rLalisipd that the key solution to the 
problem wns lo sel op a strong administrative grid to integrate- Ihfi 
empire 

Dunng the long |ourncy from Punjab to Bengal, Sher Shah Jiail 
apparently thougbr ovc-r the problem thoroughly, fnrhv the time ho gel 
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, n -mLuhDn wady. To curtail the power of the governor 

LU #¥# h f ° p ' primary Imperial control, he Split Bengal m|lJ 11 1 ll " lh ' T 
,W 10 ^SniJ ir^j arid made the dwlricl chllefs direct* co.-poiv iblu Lo 
t' cdl " lr -■ J - - l c]AlinU ,| v h o fcptod the provmcLt! go '™<>r h 
tH^mpcro _ o ; rhL (,:, i; , E ,:hn,ilor had no m Hilary pruvur. n, 
. ,hf »d ihroluP- «• **<* • 

authority, by w«* .Mraly (he -!««'> ■ • ™ J 

e,KL a Patriots Sher Shah effected a -rpmU^n of 

ln *2 o oveni the dangerous concentration of power in any u,k 
? T eC5 SZ entrusted the maintenance of Hw and order to the dwjf 
pfjn-er - while mvenue and civil administration, including 

iMm admimBtrator.w^e ^en Jonted ate 

lltwctl 5 into sub-dLstrKts (Pnr B .uws), With an adm atstiat ivg 
dtslncts f hi2 tijgfrict, Major fawns were tested 

units, wtth tte Kohvd (town profet] as Hie 
«F" ra " ™U,1 ,„ r eenenii jMmtiistaBon tmd the ma.ntenenoe of 

hom^Woptag.a v^fcd mtores, m 

bA'' d ,nk Shir Shall io-..itld pr.winc.il oEKcere cvew two rn.irf, 

iho IroLonal 

jalionatixc ns wvctoo ^ m in^r».t w ; . b u ■ D ™u,jiw.i 

village headman lo bear pmsrMl ‘Mdy far U^e a™ 

m village if tile ermuo,! an d 

^^S»SSpti A a -hags 

cultivators weru oKkv thie - , sv^tEm did not necessnrily 

Without the knowledge ' e ^j ’ Lhal someone nr other 

mi pstLc E . but ,1 deterredcriiiLr. b) f 6 SherShah n r d , r i im 

p«ni S M ^ pro^ri the Limit, of .hen 

5 n be the. means ol them unusual in medieval India. 

S uch »— » «-» -- 

fur the sweep ^ 5h „ shah ™, OT tot— 

«** t0 i“h ' f r a '™p S eTP“oner ol realpohuk. tut AM a tadiwd 
Sher shah w.,5 < 1 f ^ ^ Bta!rad 1<jfas bet only m dnrng 

SfSf to -ate 1..S gevemment effeeb-e He. W .ve Abba. 

S 3 
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laws, both Frnm hh own ideg 5 , rind by - Mir . t 
.? o\ the learned * Hu revived several proe m 'l'', T'i' 
inn-ititplLUfia of the Delhi Sul innate and adapted liiern | n V / ' ^ Ll|Vl 

i 1 .--.! -it iu hit hvMmrfl 1-lr dirt nnl imnrt^a , ' 5 



"'mnde Certain 
Ctdiu ihe work 



PracticaLity was h^-byivocd He did not impose a unifor 
throughout lii.s empire, but kepi everything fJ^jble to m^i 
■:Lreamstan^5 Ihe admimstrative restructuring tbal ] 1(? ^P°ciJrr 
for wtample, win only for Bengal In province* lri 



m 

4'COtir 



Bengal Lor example w® only for Bengal 3n provinces i,;.. jf ln 
Mahvn .ind Punjab. Slier Shah retained the prevailing fiy-.feui \t \ 51 ' 
governorship, 



PREVENTION OP FRAUD was a mania with &her Shah Ho trustc i 
■Pne From the highest to the lowest., all officers wore susceptihl L \ ' 
corruption, he Wiv, so he sel up an clahnratti network of cu rifido-ntiM 
agents to keep an eye on royal officers and to report to hi ill on m' 
was happening m the empire, for, as he put it, 'the eqtfcrtier* arid 
ministers, for purposes of their own. dn not report In the kiciir th 
whole state of the kntgrium."' b G 

Eradication of cotruptfem was, for him, nnl an iiiu.e ot morality, b n 
of efficiency "A king should out have corrupt Vakils or V.tjviv h.. 
maintained, ’for a receiver of bribes \ 5 dependent un (he s v lm 
bribes., and one who is dependent i.v unfit for the office, of Vizier, Frtn |„- 
."m interested pursunage, and to .in interested pe'rsoh loyalty .u.d 
truth m the administration of the kingdom are losL" As he ratid idly 
admitted. "The corruption of ministers of can temporary pnricBi ivns 
tfiE means ot my acquiring die worldly kingdom ] possess ■■ Ke would 
not let the some fata befall his own kingdom, 

a uisaplinamn he was uncompninusingj but hi? was also fair in 
hi 1 - dealings with his nrutru The Stipend and, thy iiiamEenance which. 1 
may agree to guvs you, [ will pay you in full, and not diminish (hem 
n '< ,1 -^ u 5 1, copper coin}, hut you shall not oppress or quarrel 

Will 1 anyone," ha exhorted diD=e who entered his service J, lf you dn. 
[ shall visit you with such punishmenl as shall be an example la 
Others.' lo Unsure that the common soldier goL U fair deal, and the 
government was well served, the salary of each soldier was fixtsJ by 
-■Li'.i. Shah personally, ,md was paid directly by the government 'He 
himself fixed Ihe monthly iafary by louLing at die men, and in his 
presence he had (he descriptive rolls taken down and the llDMe 
branded, notes Abbas This com bin a t ion of fairness and hrmness 
enabled She: shah £0 sustain high morale mid efficiency amj&rg" his 
officers and men. 

lie maintained a large ami well-equipped standing army directly 
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m addition, army divisions were ^Norwd ;»1 

If- SSb Uf the empire, wh,Ui * S *n W 
dirfenoxit P , . a Q f need. To prevent malpractices lit the Utty* 

bV Mda ! GV '^ e d Lwn old regulations iit Alsuddm Khi] n -horses were 
s ] ier 5 h^ r ev tQ Jis Urj j lhlll they were not lmtaul from 

^Xnl at the time ot roll <# MrniiarJy, 

LLinlU1 f? lir W «e manned ,u prevent ^hbiUmi-. Shi^Shah. 

rolls of ^WiLfs w or Allowance to anyone even ir 

5? “ u " d 

5hcr Ehih ^ bu “’ £ 
L’ur.illeL to tm.SE aw rffirl'phtlit He ccutstructed a number 

ri r»ll^ P ^ my |,fc |whl| 

o(M w fotlsmi P‘“^“ " - Sa[kaI _ n „ „ sui^lijc ijtfi wK* 

enough, i v. il- 111 rafuee of ttu nn|.ire?-cd rod - heci 

n „ y to m* ° -S -OTta UuSLb ai 11— 1- 

* *5 rg to, ukv *m ~y mm «* *• #&**, 

Tic ri'F.iired Old a^iway* a" d ln,d " !lt 

Jnrt »fety of ^©^5® red e- *0 flf m 

i^veral new ro^ H. ■ ^ that -her Simh only 

Lndo&/ f says Mushtciqu , hinluvay alone; 

paired and reahgued the ^ ^ . V.airon, Lh Muitan 

Agra with Rajasthan and M*\ ■■ . v , kd i metre 1 

S side, ^ obadc ^ ^ W U, 

or so, a eamtaiisejni. a. iravellcis also tervEtl a- 

providirig aecmnly ^ (it rkanU T where phal 

uUpitLitence gatlieruip; tuid relay mg '■ eT “ l 

hoESPs to carry government ijn.it r ' " r ' • a h d 0 th . empire, 
Sher shah could h ^ P p^ though ind 

for he knew mvdn □£ ^ government *o l bat. though his 

unblinking aLtent.no to a I aspects l b h „ eaitie d an end«g 

u " thc lons Df 

-I Abbas is to be "d 

probably the safe&L pk* Lt - u1 ^ hd . were relieved from til.: 

wayfarer,, during Ore *2S hatt even in the midst 

trouble Of at Ugh- .it even , a= 

of a desert ^ witliout fear^hey placed their goods and p th 

m*« “ Sr Jl- to »d *f 

on the pi^ 1 “ d free fnjnl cart aa iJ m their own house; mid th.- 
with niindto at ease lull- 
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rn in l J ar- lor four that any mischigt should occur lu the frnvulh , 
that they -hould buffer nr be arrested nn nccounl of U, kept w ,ucj' 
ttion^ And in the linve of ShffiF Shrill's rule, a decrepit uJd iveimap 1 
place a Full o£ gold omnnncTit& on hue head nnd go on j,', 

md no Lhsef or robber would come near her, for fonr of ‘hi puLnbf^ 
which Shut Shah inflicted Much of this iy nn doubt JiypceboS^h ^ 
Ihi'ru ls certainly a am 1 nf trutl-, m k for nostalgia lor tin. bunuu, ''i 
ngour of Slier S&ph-B peaceable reign persLsfod for many gHnemiio^-' 



WITH PFACH AND security came prcsponly rrcuh his early days ^ 
Snanram. S&u?r Shall had given high priority Fn. caring for i] 1u f 
Where the peasant m ruined die king m ruined, he behei ud Fii 
[hereJ'orE tooh great c«ru to unhurt Liu l [he prdtecloFH ol peasants— th lf 
at my and the fev untie officials— did not. ns often happened, hc-romt 
their oppressors 

Sber Shah was especially care Fid to ensure- Uwil the movements m 
dm army did not damage crops ‘ When lie marched, tie personalty 
examined inln the state eiF thv cultivation and fetationed horseman 
round st to prevent peoplt* from. tiEEipassEng no nr 1 ,’ one's field/' Abhj^ 
reports "SE he saw any man injuring a field, lu would cut o(\ Ihf, ears 
with ius own hand and hanging the com .which the man hgd LiJucf^d 
oil ■ round hn neck, would have him lu be paraded through the camp 
And if from the narrowness of the road any cultivation was unavoidably 
duslruyvd. lie would send amirs, with a surveyor, tn m ensure the 
Cultivation so destroyed, and give rompc-nsntLon m money io I he 
cu I h v □ tm =. n unavoidably die cunts of his soldiery were pitdibd near 
cultivation, Qeu soEdiurs themselves watched eI, lest any one rise .hould 
injure it. and they should be blamFii and be punished by Slier Shall, 
who showed no favour or partiality m the disps-ihnhnn of justice. 1: lie 
entered .in enemy country, he dLd not enslave or plunder the peasantry 
of that country r nor destroy their cultivation "Fc«r-' said be, I he 
cultivators are biameleF^-, they subunit to those m power, End if l 
oppress them ihey will abandon then villages;, fund tine country will be 
mined and deterted ano it wild bu a tiling turn? before it again becpijtes 

prosperous 

IWs regard for the welfare ui ihi~ peasant was also reflected m tbe 
flexible revenue system of Slier Shah, which accommodated the diverse 
customs Lind Cropping pattern's in diffprcnl parts nf Lhe empire — tri 
some places, bind wa5 surveyed and revenue cot tied according to ihe 
fertility of the soil; in other pieces, as In Multan, for example, there was 
no survey, and the statLi merely collected a portion of ilic gross 
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, • ._j xpirund'ari sys- terns were allowed so ronbnuf 

Shill 1 !. rsv*irttlt!»l!»hsh rasa hybnd, bin il W«M 
the base on Aid. Ihe MufihaK and later the 

welJ. ,1J1|J L ' , | i 1 1 ■ , i f revenue administration 

noL dtnr Llbnul Shtfr bhali-c n-oirim- demands— they 

Itecardi _ ^ t0 [jlacc, and rangEid Frnm ane-lourth to 

p ro Luiblv vane^ * ucp dues could bu paid m cash or kind, rash 
p^-tford * F mn]i:r]L Revenue btoir wuie in-aructud to 

of uss^ment but strict dunug <p|j *#m 
] C uleeiL <1L tive , a B dye tp Juitur.il »n4 ^er 

shfrt Shah'S objective was tu leave the pe^.uii 
L,1 ^ r mi llJ .'' lim i U5 ^ eoeaiifage lum to siesta in and expand culliv,ihC'n. 
TridaMh^ samE time to eitsum that the puasrini did ndl ■'hvut she king 

dealmgs v,Eti, trader- H, 

pfli -- S 

OS sale, and abolishing all irseguu. ^ - N ; -n dax . ^ 

eustomS either on the road o*a 1 . ',, n lci l | - hl pur drasE unyitung 

Ate -Sher shah, murenvet. " Tode al^r 

In the bagaara excapi at *>* mr£]J ]n ^ at ,his i,me. and 

beneMed from t he ^iwra proper, J ^ _ ir J r(lrt . .m-^j-ass that 

Finm lb E security and c.on ■ , tfb jch hu standardized Live- 

Sher Shah built Ml, currency trade So 

metal content of gold, silver ^ PP '* , U rdureci through the 

^ ^ «MoT^ c-n*. -uA ,h. 

entire Mughal penod, and became m 

British n , t hla h value an even-handed 

Sta StiOt, ba 3 y talM hl3 bnw 

a ^ ^ punBhmK ,i he » said J. fcavs 

and rigour, one such . r while nduyz an elephant 

"^d out to lus 1 crumL ited compound wall and 

through Agra ^PP , undressed and batting Smitten by her 

« lbe °L a l-r »a a.^. a paan a, her Wher 

neuuty, Jte f _ ^ honour was compromised ItlulI to kil 

the woman, ti.irulg ' d |l , Shl _,, bhlL |. the sultan then decreed 

ss„,e ^ a. u. hand ,1 
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the Jnerdwuilr saving tlijil, i in tlie ad,Trtini 5 tmjlon of JxisHce i| 1( . 
and tine peasrm! wore the same in his eyes The sentence hnwmf 1,1 M ‘ 
not carried out, a s the merchant prudently withdrew his CQ m T" ^ ai 
The- Judgment thiit Sher Shah passed q'gairist Jus snn l JJ.. illc ’! 
nrtjiLr^ry or urtMinventiDflal, bul strictly; in aonf®mity ^ith H-|. / 1 n "' 
ludurtal principle o J retains lion, by which tin - offender Ls made i<, ^"r" 
ex.iriiy the same injury he inflicted on the victim. Sher shah ^J / 1 
entirely within Islamic judicial tradition, what was exceptional y ' ' 
hum wes Iul- thoroughness and Lmpnrhaljty u'i enforcing 1 1 ■ r h Ul1 
was said of him: J So 11 



S/jcr tiJ.'iTi'i . ,'rr ill ihvji'fJ of whom, 

Thu IifoX m id dh’ yiurt dmnlfnf tfirf ^ijjc sower 

li was equally remarkable that Sher Shah Was able to keep ihc pmu- 
and tuihulent Afghans tnlnl’-. pliable In his will "Sher Sh.iVs iiuthorstv 
whether he was absent or present was completely established over p nr 
rare of Afp,har.\' says Abbas "Then* was not n creature who li^Toi b r 
n-J m Opposition to Ills CL’gllljItons During his lime, nil quaud |jn|i 
disputing, fighting, and turmoiling, which ls the nature of the Attain 
was altogether quieted/' 



]N RELIGION 1 SHTIR Sid Ail wns an orthodox and devout Sunni Ar 
Abbas claims that lie never ah breakfast excepl In the company of ||v, 
likni., and piouF, men In tLie tree Linen: of Hindus, he fiaUdwetl ti.p 
usual policy ol tlie Delhi SulinrmlL- — they wen-- Irented as a subject 
paupSe, hut were not unduly oppressed He retained a fair number uf 
Hindu u FI ll'ljes m his service; Jus infantry was almost exclusively Hindu, 
■utd his muakeieej'a pretkimsnanlly so. There is no record of n.nv 
cummunal disturuimee d uring hifi reign 

As was mrumbent on tungs, hi practised charity on a large scale, 
rlss kitchen, Aldas repents, J, Wa5 very extensive, for several thousand 
horsemen and private followers . fed there, and there was a general 
or Jet that if am soldier or religions personage or anv cultivator should 
he m need of fond, he should Iced at tHi-? king J s kitchen, and should net 
I ' |J allowed l£J famish. Places Tot the dispensing of food In the poor .'Jitl 
.destitute, .met to nil ntcefisiiouij peisons^ were established The dally 
coat of these meals was Hi u guld pieces {ksikrufk.l ' 

Further, he gave stipends from the treasury Lo "destitute puopk. 
■ ,m were unable to provide for their own subsistence, like the blind, 
Ihe old, l n r weak m body, widows and the sick , 11 says Abbas And "to 

Sis 
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m in hi', nr thence from Afghani^ >m 

j: yFjrv P lc,l|i 10 311 amounL 

SJlMS'*# “ G n,i5 1' jwtt staB of the kingdom t>< Hwi wtatj 

A I,,, would «». jn» 15 Ml to „u, com* *wy ytu l" 

Sto Mm ,nl<> r; V u‘"'owr mK- wd ’(amily of Sur, whr dwgtl in 
£b« 11 ' ' .. InaBl «Lpond..n y, « FP P or,«. f 

^ ; "' cl retai new '’" c] ® u “'* h “ , 

n.«?t» re sf D h ? £K Sj y wh e lher M Wnd * KSv *“ t " i, ‘ ll1 

I ■ n ior. no ■ ^■ l b 

L^came men of . rhaT)tteg m an inveetm^ni m earn divu.t 

Sher ShaJi k & tn grants to Iniitifl*/' uSed 

mr *it Is incumbent upon h 111 ? . & ^ . > u ^,,1™ J Hind an: 

S ** u -[ 

jupen-dHid on the L ^ should ebprtsh the ulema and F 10 ^ 

is m «* lhl 

L# r , ufirn q hcr dfe K dLLl not Ji.r.e much UmU to indulge 

P \hv royal . ■vi ^f cLnkte) the 'erihstrucBw oi i] nL T 

howevsir begin {but cuuld n0T c0 f ^ p Ucp of Humiy^s 

-v » %L m » «*« 

,h» mosque hr nu.ll a , hE mk* 1 tar ’ U| a I’ d 

JbbcpBwI* r « s “ r ' U t /ht'T^cdmB to Abbas, • "v«y 

hu.H a new fort Am wt,.* in irtibWh 

was negUgiblt- 

THE OF - ^ 

L'.'hen he had □ b.&th S F* u ^ officers, and was ■; r 

ds „ fl ha t#> mm Ih. W* mlatwplu 1 -- 

coTilmually engaged m, a stiQri nap ^ m afternoon H* 

for meals and obligatnuy pr ■ .. ut5 ji, "both dav io-lI night 

W "0 ilt,lh w 

into pnrbons for 1 ^ 

% t 

* tt,at i,a " 
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bfl«M5 and muir he himseW m»i Hie k-d example, K JlVi 
iitl!i>!iL.Mn to i '.-.j'. detail of guvccrintent nftein ^nrki .11 n ' 

■••hoLifcliT w Uli liifi nnji, i' vi'ti in digging I tone he- Hn ,Vii n !’ I'' 

Imvi-.c-Li put 1 1 was. "'ll Eif hc.n't.'s .0i.br great to be always afltty*- ' lv 
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iHn C ARF. AND thoroughness ilv.i Sh'ei bhnh dt played in hr. 

J | n | r ,>, 1 1 ■: Hi il - hvieIisii n inn whirl-, k ■ : ib» 

•■■xpanding .tnel eonsolidntins W* 3 lf judged by 

diiVAlnc cLid€ r were nol always honourable,. bo I the que-dJum pf Itonaur 
spLdam liouhtad medieval ruler* as long an they could vindicate 
thepuclves by being Victorious Shei Shah's jtdverwrl* - ofh t 

ll-jl ".d PLU 1 1 nnd cunning Jr hi- ways" but ! il ar real griuVMfcir Wfl*. 
tin! lie uuhimarted thciri 

SherShoh generally preferred to filtain Im goal h> p. i lj, . ■ : 
fi uilL, without Miniih.hed. IujI d k'rccd to fight hr lisett !r ■■ !.n:m to 
noiru victory .md niinimtze c-viiah.-rs in his aimv Hlh ell r- ■ 1 

-olditfi were his chief asset, an,: hi- iv.u. reluctant to • j.i. no -r i' , ii-n- 
■ jHfih would nol giv. tfit head r»f niw ol hj* wtdji.-r. tor 
kingdom, says Budnuni. 

IVr^oasLon worked wo!) lor .Slier Sti Ii m Gwalior Atadva in it 
K.inlliamhhon whew Iris STni.uNi-luMtiui'd m ■ ■ >V week able to 

prterariae local rhndrami into submit l in g without ti fjghl But that did 
1 r,t woth with Pur An Vi r! tliu raja oF Raison. who refund tn urrundur 
SilLH- shall then decided .lorn- 1 ' U] In *1:1’ .is I" * Lhe tori hv the 
exerdsi 1 nf lus skill and prudence the 1 p 5 lung *Stgc tasted irveffll 
months, but in the end heavy Afghan bnmb.itdmcn L forced Fuwi MaJ 
to seek acrnmntDckULon and nn 5J er hh ih riv eng him uolemn -issui mire 
IhiiLhe "shall Siiffcr no UlfUfy in propertr nr pi'nicm”, the ra|d rami 01 : 1 
of Kaisen with ins Inrrily .ird retinue 

?hur Shah did not mean to keep in-. u >T.i '.V 'h treai lory m mind 
Hu allotted to th« Rnipi.’.- .1 camp slle in the mid -I . f in., .inn. in had 
I hem Watched- cnwfullv, to prevent diem from fleenig Ft.cn. late ont 
night a few days later, hr ordered Kit tredps In a.s-vemble secretly amd 
at sunrise Lht Ka'jpuls As Abba; inscribes Jlw si^ne ■ ien iK- 

AfgliflJIfi surrounded In* ourtp. I 'uran Mai wh 1 n: r _ i e r- r I 1 ■ r I -> 
beloved wife, Ha tr. aval 1 wlli) sang Hindi melodies very Sweeth iruf ol! 
her head,"' and ordered his cnptmns also to stay their women and 
chijdien. "While the Hindus were exrt ployed in pu'imp, liietr v- men 
and Ifumltas to death tlie AJghnna art .ill sides rommenrod I hr -! niuhtcr 
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of Ihe Hindu 1 - Flrnwn M&l anil his companions failed mu |, 
valour and i larttry . hul in the twinkling of nn mu A \- ^ '' ! "lin 

Oph ii i i'av w^rntr ind chlldien .imong the Ra.i ul , ^ 1 

daughter uE Pur.m Hi I Who Ml In I he Viglun- u > , ; . h |^' | lvi - 1 ■ 

rrtnslrd- to be bioughl lip as, ,i dancing girl; three i,', ' lv '' 

nephews were castrated J Vuiidg 

I ’01 In inexcu^Eile Ircaelwsni Slier Shall hid ■ .1 Cqut5l 
1 It wti he chimed, obliged to htjughler llw ifejpufe for Wir 
crime of en-io\ me Muslim wamen arid 1 l 1 li 1 u 1 u rlu m .1..., ' 1 



men and luriutij* rhein uiin dancing!!' 
m.J roneubines moreover he had, iw si id. once taken 1 mi- .i’ ' 
1 ' 1 "-iu L h II,. to ■Ahrp.iln the pjpubi of Rmsen As for bn .il l" 
pledj’id word his conscience wm- ufo-m for the ulema had nshuM = 
Lhal no faith need be kept with infidels. ' ' ltn ' 

'•I' ]■ Knisen fiber Shah, rejectnig. foe enunse I of his nuu^ , nVa , 
the Deccan turned ayainst Mnldcv of Mortvar, 'Ui.it accursed iohdii' 
□■h Shnr -I 1I1 described lom Hpfdcv was the most dangerous n f g|. |s ,_ 
Shah"- L‘ru m 1 es. a powerful He hod greatly funded hi- 

lerntoties. du ring the MirgLifll'Afgfowi tussle, and mow he frontier 
bare fifty Jdfometres from Delhi. Wudged as they were so c fo^ fog, n,', ' 

1 dad', between Sher Shah nnd Ha Ido Was inevitable especially 
1 1 1 i - ui, Rajput i h if- is envious ,1 Makiev J s growth ni ihuir oxt n ' 
iveiT' enlicirig Sher Sh.ili mlo Rajasthan 

Shm Sb.fo prepared very carefully for foe Mar war canjptum 
ambling the largest army In had over deployed, an army 5 p |,. nv 
tiial, says Abbas, it; whole I 1 ltLJi and bread Lh were never visibli 
tardier." Despite -li.I . overwhelming power, Slier ^hali proct'e.md 
u 'fo irusteimaiy caution, entrenching himself at each hall "One of the 
maxima of Shoe Ml, from which lie never departed. wn.s to rhfow n, 
nr , n, trenched position round ill- army, no matin' how few \be enemy 

i i".;em be; waits Dadauiii Ak midway between Ajmer and fo||ipui 

Shcr shah advance wrg blocked by MnJdev The two amne* reJLed 
Jnuny. uadi afoei for about ,1 month without engaging But stun Sher 
■dldi luund himself in ,1 bind— he was running Clin of provisioni and 
could not afford fo lie intrenched for long: nn die nther. bond, he wn.;, 

r 7 u ff; 1 mk n battle Ar - Pa da uni puts il with partisan fencmr,- Sher 
-in-it. dj.< not want ’ to involve his army ,n a calamity with the jenorar.i 
bna Mm hired and currish Hind us 

Sher Shah UK-ruforc- dferfed to use a mse to ensure Victory-fo 
lorged Earns letter, purportedly from Mpldev c commander* £n Sher 
Hi.ilc offering to b*lra> Nkkfov, and had the letters dropped in foe 
Rajput camp Whdn the kti*. fell ,„|„ , hands as was intended. 

h ° hUS F® £, '*d the worst And. despite pn.i:uvLannns al innocence by tili 
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t Ki cancelled lh<* pl.irurn.vJ, ettpclt dfl Mn AjfghVl^ and ihai vepy 
t" withdrew,' from foe field wilh the bull of !»■ itfmy 
^ TJus left 1 statu nn the honour cl foe Rajput 1 ’lief*., whurh t ruld bo 
. I t ^j n[1 jy tvjth their .own blmd At dUVim tit? day, t!nr efuob:, 
uirnf. UiDOO ni (heir mi?n, all benl nn imrtia: death, charged inter Lhc 
" .inn ftimy, and hv ShWr LmpefomLiy '-inched forough the enemy 
' "'•!*! 1 hri" and fhrealene .,1 the very person uif Sh'-r Sho! bi'fon they :oiik\ 
^ |h . _| Ln J tut down "1 had nearly given I 11 king Inm nf l Jr if fur a 
blT |lH seed"' Sher Shah would later cummenl ruefully. rtdUfrjj foe great 
'"VhD had taken to Conquer Ihe Wen JamU nf Manvar. 



lTvLlM MARWAR, SHEit SHAH advanced into Mcwar— v.'iiuio Riiu 

Li^l,’, Singh surrendered Chitnr wilhbut a tight— and fowl 1 'cning 
.1 pj-j- 1 y pnslward, proceeded to Kalinin I rn Bundelkhard, whr n a grim 

awaited Jrucn 

According to Abbas, il wm n slrm Lhai enticed Hie. Shall I 
p;.'! Iin l.tr; a Patar dnncmg girl of Rap KirJl bfogh Erf wfu?m Slic-r -Sh-lh 
J, h,id heard eacesding praise thuugh Ik? no doubt h.iii Hut good 
J^aspns tno for attacking the fori Kaln jar, □ strong fort Waa n pri/-. m 
1 ifit-O j ■ And. after Hie easy fall of the tferiownod fori of Chilnr, Sher shah 
had probably (iKpecfod the prompt capilritation nr Kajmjar Hit' rh tort 
proved to be impregnable, the raja nsoJuto Thr silage dragged --r- ti.T 
nejirSy year 

Finally. 1 p?nchus were run 1 u Uie rampart, and dose rn toe tort am 
observation tower built, which overtopped the fort walls. ^.1 the Ugh.in 
-ould pidt off ihe people in the fort wilo am - ■ i and muskb On 
Ppdays 22 nd May 15 ^ 5 , Sher Shall as usual hud brea^fost wu d Mu>li m 
divines, ,uid then ascended fhu pbnorv Mxon tower and immed hun- U 
icr .1 while ih Doting arrows info let. fort l-to then came dnwr. to 
supervise ihe firing of huqqa iTnrkei grurudfs) inln the fort As II kk 
would have it, one or the nickels hr the fort wall and recoiling ■■ I 
gL-e^l force, exploded fandl its fragments foil among she other 

grenades, which exploded, burning Sher fihah sevtirdy from head :d 
foul;" reporls Badaum 

Phyaiciaris rushed in attend on han but ihore was nothing that 
| hey could do Id save hi* lift His body WHS on me- In foe tent whurt 
s he I Shah lay, "Ihe air was terribly hni ’ <c\y, Badaum I arid slthougl 
Ihey tjpnohlGd tus hody constantly with sandal hijsS-el and rase , itci 
it was utterly useless to ieficve ihe scorching heat whow tntertsir. 
mcreased hour by hour. 

atier ShBlh remained fitfully ronsnouS Wlltnevn he recovered fw= 

93 
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L-cmsdonsness a 11(9*? he shouted Ut his men iyicmiEaging Hi E & \ a 
llii! fort " say* Bndauni And if Any one tame to see him he 
him m go wd tight, .n that m hm jik.eius the -nmr* m tn&i r l j 
worked harder thn.ii if lie hnd k ph pn-,nu ,inrl behaved w i fh n|, ! ! 1 "j 
gallantry ' Sher Shah would not die dgfoatdd 

A few hours IsiiLT, bv the nftLTntion prayer, the tori fan. |jv 
very moment of hearing the goad tiding nl victory ht yielded u p 
Mr soy, Ifidnuni Praiw bfc lu Codf Hus was my very dcsLnj, 1 ,| 
Shjjjh b&athed These wen' h is LmbI words, 



hHER SHAH'S I30PV was temporarily fafeped .it Kalinin i r but was 
Inter borne to Sa.smuu his childhood. home, to bo buried in ,1 mausolt'mn 
he had buiil there close to the graie of his father whose- love-ha |..- fc, r 
hum wps rlu friction that had im bully fired Sher Shall''., ambitions 
Whn would succeed the sultan? Sher Shah had two surviving 
Adll Khan and laM KJr.asi bn' he had not nominated either ac 
successor It i h^ref l.=l felt t o the Afghan amir - i thrto=^ I I n king, and 
Lliey, meeting in an emergency conclave chose Job! Khan, the youngur 
un. U was the natural choice jaloi had proved himself time and nga ni 
ul battle — m fad, it w.is he who had won the br-it battle lor Sht-r Sli.-Ji 
against lh? Mugfuils Ihe IVhyagarhi pass— while AcSil Khan was 
indinud lo indolence and sensuality, Moreover, falaf was close by jl 
R ew I. .While AdU. was far away at K,ml lamhhnr, and tha( loo iveSgtud 
in lav OUT of faint, far the thrnne ruuld nut be left Vacant I ■ . E Lug 
without setting oft" disorder ui Lilt slate I a La l was therefore quickly 
brought to Kalinuir and four dav - nftei the death , -f.Sher Shah on 2fHh 
May ] 545. he was enthroned n-- kins. Ja|aJ turned the title fasam Shall, 
which wss ■•' rrupted u cunimun usage as baLmi Shah 

Tile enthronement enelf. however, meant lilltc- For die hr-, n. In In 
Truly fits, 1-l.irn Shall had to win ii .ill ovei again on tie own Ah u 
Persian poet pub- it r 

Ndfit, by w/ieri timer 

Gin ijiiflsp, 

Trll be tuifJ? Jetn M iv JrarifiJi 
thr. suwrd dildi swi't? 

Islam 5 hah, very much Jus father ^ son would prove himseli equal to 
the, challenge, but initially there were problems aid uncertain tiEi 
Would nal the .imirs who had pul Islam ; : hnh no the rhrnriE es.nl a 
price for Uk-lt support? Ami if the price wr-n- not paid, play king'- 
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, who I would Ad.ll Kfum do? 13' M acqules^d m he 

l,in , hr '.ihn'- accession, hul would he ml hi- tk* nucleus ttnund 
^T^lmcriin til'd nr flttlNlibfat bnllles would O ! i 1 Wmibl If"? 
I 1 Mclun armrs-m.'liy nf wk«n Jlkr l iv .IS hi in hud I OJ I ret 

i Her iq shoifldcr with Shut Shah in Mulct tk &Ur givu 

fTm siWi the same rtspeet and nllegtArk.ee had given hit fathfef? 
first tmpchklkvu of Esl.mi Shnh was to ehminiite thr ulc in il 
I ftlHLI his bditlv I .'rid lie t iibcnik ihi- task with .i dm u ie.nc ■, 
mftTsh.ec -Shah w-oulcl linvu admired. Schmi aflEt he- acttfifilojk, he wrote 
'i^rtidll Kilim LO l(an Hi a i r‘i b ho r iiffiTirip "n V a" lilt- itiruor.' m he- 
f vour "As you wen* at j diptarca, and I wns ne.m ] have, in order to 
'"'iVdown nil di&t urbanizes, nEtw.dfd i" the profprti'ou of l" am up 
][K ,|nn? of you? arrival ' wrtiui Islam Shob l h.w- nu rfmr 
■ native but in" serve and nbev you ' Adif Khan ivas 5urpn a-d bv the 
but rinl fooled— ‘he dermuided that in - safely s^hnuld ht guarani' ed. 
four jjicat ci obi'- - hetorcj hc..cami ic. vtsu fi Inm foah 
Ilic gLsaranln given, the ta ■ brnlher» met nuar >i, ri and i. ilher 
jj^jy b at cl ut for Agra, In Agfa, Islnm Shah c.-k|oled Adi I fa .ucend the. 
thfobisf himself stood aside, fiawiesslv playing die roie nf n 
Lteiftpentifll brother and faithful sublet but thm w.is jwi il ,iu‘- '• 
uven thp ensygbfog. Adi I surety knew. Sn any case, kmgship ivas a 
bu rden dial Adil 'a r a : rdluctanl to shuuMi ri ■ ■■ he mse i •• th-. il t cm 
made Islam Shnh slI on it, madv obir ancc'. and wi!hdir-w to Bay-ina, 

ills chosen jagir , , . . 

This, however, dul fiot .settle Ihe issue between llw brothers As 

long as Adll was anOL.ml, Islam - nh ■ uJd npt hr secure nn the ihrone 
He incil to solve me problem quid l, . Ay nendulg .I cnnfidEjnUal iillia r 
In Havana with "gulden hitters' 1 ter itnpilifop. Add But the prince 
waded rapture and g&liltns 'he 'iippont of ■' few poweTJn amir-, 
advanced nn Agra against fll5 BrotHcr. In ffa fcuirg battle hi v a- 
routed and he "‘tied afonu ,«id unacccrniii am ed tow ifds the hilb of 
lih.iUc and no one Icnecv what had he-mne of him wl>-> Abdullah 
In the i ratrieidal war, SafaW ui lh" nnbleS, iiidLcduiy Kliavass Khan, 
iuad Sided wtUl AJil Khan, and ill .if Stoured the Imip" oflsbni whn 

wa& m any case, as AhduMi says a incmanzh ol vln iictive dispa^fii n 
He suspected widespread diSilfLchun and cqnl^irilCl OiYiong his -inure .1 
ra^prtabJe crmjKtum given the Afglian p cddectroTLi An flllempt nr, fait. 
Ufa at this Tima fillihcT embiLlei-d hun and he resulved 

J rrirr « r.'ntfci with lify fnettds, 

j will infricr fob-' 'lie 

,mrn Ip nai u -' Htysfi// f$t*t riJJJJ 
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ISLAM SHAH TEiliN rmbeurkred on a rpJd-bltindifd .nni .^.,| T| 
purge ot the great nob!.- of Bit? *hitc r spreading mjch terrJ/ 1 ’ 1 '" 
irpri-iietnalion tlt.it in ■! shorl 1frm mi me dan- d U.i . k,i!i U | , i ,, "i'" 1 
iiLillinrilv. Bui the nwiWiiig down of the veterans deprived «|ii‘ .1 " 

talent Islam Shah had inherited hi- lather ;• rtjjptksiiiess, by l , , '.1 i,','' 
Lin he unlike h r Shah had l. cirera? hi jihii min „ , 
irLsLu,sd nf vanning their loyalty 

hut iiv his own way Islam Shah was qu Jir a remarkably mi:.u llrr h 
and men in the shadow nl Iun giudl lailiL-r. he qands out nj t ru j L , r '' 
substantial .k Kiev emeu ' - H(S iurhhiT unproved. nn tbje admim-ii^i , 
machinery tliiil Sliei Shah had built, and sent according In |n| 
wntlun ordeis to .ill thr Sarknrs. dinlLiinmg corn p rehuitsn 1 c i-nstnicimp 
on al! unpodiint paints el ntiigicm and alt political and n iJ quiKlioti.- 
entering into the m in u tesl Lesentlal detail and dealing with . , j 
TLyuJjimiF. which might he or service to the snldJen nn rl Cl ,, ; | 
population, to the mcreliants ami other vnncniv d.ia&rB 5 ; H Thu 
thrust ot his policies was to sec to I he nb: nlute subordination of nobles 
In royal authority W-lh Him >1-JI . tiv'u he iboUstied ll ic Jiijijr Sy ’ili-iii 
ilJtogCliiei and paid njWffrs ui L^ii Irurn tin. treasury dr-pro ..ill IhiMn pi' 

I ho privilege ui keeping, n h elephant?., overfunded tin organ Lznl.it» n m 
the '.lire, jjamsenud royal troop ,vi strategic centre? throughout p .. 
umpire, and at ipm«r.:.:d Ulu mldtigcnu. rtlitwufk by building adnUinnul 



caravan serais between hose built by Shut bhah 

Knowing the potency or Hyrabcila he reserved certain paraphernal im, 
such .is the purple tent exclusively for royal uve, in traduced new omri 
customs lh.it .--t* L the king nn n piano far abnve the nobles and urdtueij 
durbars to be held in district? on all Fridays when oliicvct we/ii 
reguired to make I heir obeisance to I he- Shoes and quiver of thr jjfrin 
it symbol* ul royal authonty The urrur^ resented these initOViiUans .a; 
aebs tending fa dishonour them . and that probably w as u pan febm 
Shnh's puip- o 1 HiL-re wj> a certain br.ishnok'- about him, > callous 
disfcgacd far Iht reelings of other? tJuLi his reform 15 were bv and brge 
tin- logical ExtenbLunh of the ceil t HdiZBltiOn. policies ot his father 

Islam Shah did nol have any major conquest In his credit, lull (his 
was more due fa lack of Opportunity than duo to lack of ambition or 
skill He was LT, lacl -high-spirited and Impetuous in b^ttla Thus when 
in. htiiid tlni.il Humayun having recovered Kabul, had v rr.'Snd the 
Jr.du.. and intruded . n 1 1 ■ Hindustan, hi- ; response was illfttai- lanenus 
‘Lniam Shan gist a| the V _ry momei.i wlyen I tut tidings arrived, had 
applied a leech Id he. throat, writes Badjium, 1 but instantly took it off, 
dashed ™e wafer upon htr head, and bind aig up his Lhront wLth 
lir-.r-ii rag? oidored his array to proceed ' He would not even wait far 
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. uh rnlledari top ill the riuinoiM, but Ofd^ned suldwrs to pull 
|in lU.L-k’’ r lhDU h of Ihv large morfarn were of such l TO 

lhtjnl ll1 "T,n, or fwo I 11 MU 53 HUI men, meuv (Jt Il-s. W drag each n ne," 
that 11 Ul " ' htlwcvW , did not lead in battle because by the Urnt fslnm 
||lL I .1 nn Hmnayun had retreated to Kabul 

9 ' c} ] ! ' it the violence in hi- life, lslnm Shah died hi btd hut pauitull 
I'v.'mher 1^4, when h* WBS m Gwntim, Ilia UvowM residence hi 
fn w Hdertlv Liken ill J 'bv a painful retention of u&ip and a disease 
repnrls AbdullaJi further, Ik Wtt ^ 

$$$»&. pnvy tmii m H- -"—1 “ f “' 

' ' 11 m,' Mil L ti'-ilii-i^^l I ‘bin I Shill regn Held m: tiling Nl ncknuw ledgtti 
lujm.in miiditiun. and lamped n- one of h,- amirs. "C Tq Khan, 
'Vnd great confidence in my mvn strength, and t have subduod nil 
' pat this Ihmr. is strnn gur than 1 am, and I find mywlf wea^vi and 
' helpless thou an ant 1 rtRW J«nnw myself ' " He passed awny rei 
■■•7 November, after a reign of nine ydflrs and mv ire- r.ih- Ahul hi^ 

“ v ; ip,- ultimate accolade to Islam Shah and Shor Shah by sfa mg that 
;'i hl . v had been in the Mughal service, it wnukt have hem .in 
Lm „|uabk advantage ^nth father and son beh^c-d pmperly in «N 
[Tiaiiagainimt of affatis," he writer 



ISLAM bl'IAH SEEMS Id liave had .1 prevent imenl of ivli.it wauld 
happen after ht5 dealtl He Mispurtcd— Bad.ium -hat this 

J, based on m knowledge of phyfiiOgn -ray- that hi:, ruusu 
Muban-z Khan Ison of Sh*r Shah's younger brethcr Nizam waa 
ihe throne 'Tf von value vnur child, keep '■i-- , ar ot 



LJl j' brother, 1 hiT had warned his wife Bibi Bai, sister nl Mub-w 
Hut she had said, ‘My brother -.pends all his hmc m amusinp r ,mi.i - ^ 
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, :tn d die robu of royalty i* in nn way suitable fa his standard, or 
Eunbitinn 

Bill i li:i] did not know bar brother 

On the dealh of Islnre Shah, tils tvvelv, -year-aid HOP ^ 
was rni-ij In tlie thitine in C-twalior boon alter Mubanz Khan m i : 

vivillnsr and, on the pretext of offering tuininge to Jus. nephew barge-. 
mn. die rnyzi rh.amh^?. Bibi Boi at once sensed what wur in store and 
felL Ji hw'hiOthEr's tad to implore- -Ah my brother ,p = ,r, I he lire of 
p DD ; hatmiess bay, and let me tab- my own aMjfe ml bear hire. 

. . ro -ome plBdki where ™ one Will IlHve a trJ« of hirr.__.md • hare 
he w,|l have nothing fa do with sr.vereigntv. nay. wiU nol w 
m.utmu Lhn name re kinship' but Mubori* who had Barber felted 
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mhiinuss (n *w.ipL' heme; liquidafod b\ Nbim ^Ivih ii-r. ||-„- | ir , t 
pom his mother and before I"-: vury mcc tut ofF It,.. | u . lVjL | ' llJV|1 '' 
A few du? iatcr Mubrriz u^centled dn thruno ns \dij k|i,,| 
salved the efisU) .i--ii.il i ^i 1 cansdcbee oF ,mtm wuh extr.i vn K j| rtt btesS 

if. ! grand lilSc*^ Hr vv.iy is^ajly utfnLvag.mt m hiR uctRriltsci'liii^ 
Muh.immad bin Tuphluq. the fatauntflffi fuurtochtb-ainLury ' 

I vl I, i his hum— ,md for ,1 while nmiiMi-d lnms.eli by i'ftqjhnc' 
tipped aifawfi nt random 1'mm Ihe palate info the dty, ajrid tfvirtgfidj 
prrcenls 10 the hou-rholcb- when- the arrow, 1 - fell, "This Htl’y| 
hamvor. quickly L.imc to m end nfler n few days," snyy B^ lltl | 
Adil ShuihV (iroessaon was. marked hj •. devastating famine lt) 
Hu: DelhbAgna pegibni But Hub did not trouble the sultan The thi' Qne 
gave him certain prlytleges, but he acrapted nunu nf flie 
that \vebt «.vjI5i il "SnBSmuth a* Adil had erigijtHlh bum ELcciia|cimti;| 
t the prufusMon nt muhiL .md dwicitm, and wan fond nf ^ jjj^ D | 

i-.iw Lind Luxury and was mdoluiu In his habile hu was by mi meins 
Fitted for Ihe runduL-l ut military aifaft, tf» life dutlcb of ewi\ 
administration, * writes Bacfount His amir* then, having little to tfoai 
the court retired to their In. Fa -and .issimtcd vtrtunl independent* 
TliL-tL' wen several mhullmiv- Twi nf Mil. Shah's cauiiinR «sel lliEniaelvra 
up m pun!'. 1 r.s indfpenduni : w ereigrvs — Stk-indar in Punjab Ibrahim 
in Delhi and Agra — cmrl sn did Muhammad Shah in • Bengal, ap. thm 
Adil. Shah'Ji ai;ihnnl\ vm- vstliiiilli 1 'confuted lu Bihar, with Chunpir ,u 
lib. capital 

even in Bihar. Adil SJuih gradually relinquished iHf management 
of tli u ^latL Id HemUj n low born Hindu ol high ability who quietly 
r-.lmnsi imperceptibly, gathered in to his own hand- ihe reins uF power 
that fdl from Adil Shall';, limp ii.itvJ .■ In a way, it was pood pollcv on 
the pari nf Adil lih.nli to pul 1 [emu in charge An Afghan noble m that 
position would have been .i potential usurper Humu f however grrs.ii 
hu ambitions;, could not threaten dip iFronc. 

idiiflji wh i le. Humnyun was back in tlru LillIjoji theatre The history 
nr llte .VI glum- ir. India then once again merged wiili thal of ihe 
Mughal* Et was quite n melee in Hindustan for □ vvIuIl-. with Liic three 
Sin monaT.'hs f.ghl me. among themselves a? well fi> wilh Humnvun 

imd Hetnu dutL'TminijJJy carving oul a mdw for himself 

Aje his kingdom crumbled sudjund hull. Adil Shah tiddlud away — 
LitEmlfy But he I dd led OltqLusLteLi JTri is- di-praved and ‘ipogumaiy 
monarch was one; of thu gruattu? musical virtuosi u£ hu.- age Adil wan 
so highly skilled m irngmg and daflcing tliat Miyan TanSdfl, tile well- 
known kataw-juit who Is a pan rnn.f.ter in this art used to own to being 
Slis pupil and Buz Hdnadui Who Was also one nf fhi? itiu^I gilluJ 



nit rrrir^ r.'vn 



. ^ taf Jtni hnJ no cqua in Ih.H Ilfn-WMIXR KtOnpIIllliMwe. 
mL '" ' AAl ml innilvl I'mm Adil " «y« li.nMuni 

.lEciuirt-'l ; ; ihglorfous «i|?n ef ttm» l' L ‘ ;lra - Mp *M> 

\ L\ SL by ft* snltiin nl Bsnpl » On ««f 

«ndted Iron. Delhi h, SUaridir >'">> " ' >" 

l^narcH. . . - . ^ cbstcitlly, Sik.indar hunself wns dmen (tut by 

n, teas*! Tto dyiMty ol SW Sh.h 
L-’m'-i in |US» two dwsiffl Adil Sh Ui’3 music dn*» 

Ihe hur ctynMiy 
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Chapter Four 



THE MUGHAL 
RESTORAT ION 




Hum ay on in Exile 



-■j-jjj PJPTKEN YEARS, Frarn tlv time ll - ' ■ ■ ■ ! i ■ > ■ - nu: "I H.'m!.; tmi 
. c;j ier shnl’i till Ms triumph mh L whim ' ■ reclaim ijm hidior empir. 

• - M( |.:\ IJU I I'd il perili'-i- i rumble !- d l / '-Im- ■ ; n 

rt <a ; [he wood wjs ov'i'i far hut ■ I • n ifter In;, di '=!• w.iii<IenrtRiT 
in p ^thati and Smd, fie htiLiUy Crfitoeti the Indus m this juluirm h£ 
|,pi ind h&JInded the inoiin tains into A.^hsctJistan j"1t: rx yxH lh» 
undertows of the did caltimlbeF for him hj '■iiknd with and dw.- 
n , ViV , neVl . sorrows and new pitfalls ahead, but the djrnu w.w now 
nHJHliy upward 

For a while though, I Sir guini; Wir. Still extremely irdutiu 1 - 
f^ r tlirmityAiri, as he #n >'■ jhda witir tiiiHr u-jJmii sort fad 

nn tni'folliSIEL' of stune forty men and hvu ivciTTien. xsiitdi- tljw wav 
through the frigid. h.mi ; -il mlc-iti' I badlands til MiLllhern Vfgh.iii t nn 
TliL' ' ilmiit'- ivas e-XtlVint 1 in those mOutHiim WPRtflla tidj- fiiuhai ru ■:• ■ 
"[ti Hi'- Ino-t season the >mnum bJ-r ws with such violence Ll-.il \hc i rv 
hnd^ di a rriati are replied .md lit dn s but m (he Winter the cold i- 
.q t , severe, lliAl if a psnioll I -1 kOS In- L’-rudi ULl! of I ha pot .md pours H 
into a plain, it becomes ms.tar.th a piece n ku 1 Erosions we re car- 
Olio? they killed a horse tor meat, hut "there was no cooking-put o 
l hay boiled srtjhe flesh in .1 helmet ,md some thp> roe • • d, say s 
GnlbudcUi and with his envp dieted hand Ltn? FmpeiOr roasted 

: . L , infj meat which he ate Hi? used In jay My very he <1 fro™ by 
the intense cold.' " 

Hunwyun's imUiil 7 Ian was' 1 6 tu Kandahar. hut this . 1* Ity 

Lor then? ivaS HO pitied mure dangerous mr him than ll n- domains of his 
bruthers As he crossed I he QoIlmi Pass and proceeded towards 
A i ghaniL-tr.n Aakfltl, tm the instruction. of Kemran. issued 1 ut 
Kandahar— to wait on Humajmin s> he coyly described his mission 
Till;; c fluid ht'ivo been the md nf the road for the Jup rr. t Lutkily 
hluiL'ni y li n wumed in the duck of Fima manned io flu: mtn the 
wilderness just as his brother rode into hi - camp 

Bl-1 ]ip had to Ll. Uib.il behind m the l.,lo ut .1 le- - n* i?h : 

sen.-n.nts, nm of fear Lhat the inlant rnijjhl- Hot L'e able !. endure fJi< 
rigours ot lh-. flight liirauub ihe Tiioun tarns m tl-* de.i 1 L -l 1 



i n ML " 1 l.tl -I • ' I- m ON 



Lanviflg him behind was Lhc terser Askan m tm ^ok i,. 

wmspnxe baby righi nw.m, or nd ting Ins armi nnd kindling (| "' 

tviih jtl-liL iiffBClidn, *ays 5 wilw Taken in Kandahm Atbn' 
entrusted lo Ankan s wife Sulmmim 1 who bnmghi ] utn uj, J 
loving cnce, a? il he w u n: her own -on 

CtiiitfiS wav now fifth— fie W.qiil.d flee fid l 3 «s in ilnd ( 
well Ti-LTivi'd, iwdf a^idnce foil to J&Cttitfk hi.? kingdom u t.hi/l , 
would go an. m Mean on pilgrim ngf Wilh Hus plary m mind h.- ," s 

3 letter to die bhnh of Fensi**, tapiflMbg; his predl^mimt ari,d S nj^ 
help Then in JfttaLry 1544 ivlilwul wailing (or the* B-hith's reply* 
HumayuLi, mbdoLW to get out of the reach of l&bnttrj, crowed ih,. 
Htlmand KLver into Persia |nd safety 

U had taken Humavufi over three yean- alter hi? foul nl Kmuiui tn 
L, ■ .> I- India, und now, hv fleeing mU« T.-mu, he hud in ken Iiiiiih'H 
ul the Mughal political arena leaving the field 4o Kamran, 

who l net i proclriinied himself haig m Kabul Mumnyun wsis cm| , | ( | u 

TeckOLimg, n refugee in n fmvigsi l.md 

Happily, the Shah regarded Mamayun ,i> an honoured guest r ,m ,, 
0 ci’fygEE, siiid he had the kcliK-crum beaten foi H it'll successive dim 
,u the rnval residence in Ka/vin tn nnnduiice lim j i ■ ■. i iu ■- n, unt ol 
Hn mayor/-, arrival m Pftmii "This In I'xcellunt that the Jsini’ halh 
billed thib count iy by his distinguished advent.'' wrolL- the Shah tb hr. 
provincial govemon- 

I'he moment Hu my un unlered Pemia his life changed In lndin 
jitid Afchaju^lan, focal ruler! had treated the fugitive einpamr with 
antagonifim, as -a Ihroat tn their awn power md position I he -Shnh li.nl 
no such .nine". By giving she her to th.. Mughal ompuncr. Un -ihuli 
added lufili'e lo his own prestige and by Qu magnificence ut the 
K'Cepdnn given lie unlpllBsLaed the prestige >.ii the refugee an rj 
consequently hi-, own grandeur a- Hu. refuge 



FOB FHBSlAMB, t'Ol.k'i LY lin-pifnlity was th e- hailm.irl ii| culture, 
and lliey spaced no effort Lo cun 1 1 and entertain Humnyun a- a 
travelled to the ruy.il court Shah Talisnasp. tv ho ivas then in his lu'e 
I'.spnLii-..,. ivas r. demur, for del ail and he sent prcciSE arid cumin. 
instnicTirma Id hi5 provincial governors foe I lie reception of IlumLivmi 
along ihe way Typical was his firman id the governor of ! leral. 
□escribing Huunaytm (without ., much of ram) a 1 the pearl <■■ 
euuc’efis and sovereagrtty J s ocean, goodly 'ii^- oi ji n i n i, J n M np ihu garden ol 
govemmeiit end world sway, wadd-diuininatmg light of lit? porOCO ■'■! 
suveiei gnty and glory king of land 3rd see worid-Wnrmirig ^un ^ 
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ntJM/.TUN IN E>trt;E 



, ^xallfd full monn of the Zenith of the khiLi at and 

mtiTJlvs Li "_, byfC lvlJJ v: twenty-nme sudi attribute tog** 

ivofld ™ | lle r— thu Shah nrdered the governor to m& 

e^erk-nccd n,n" la teir my.il 0* mm*?M t\ the 

rvrslao border ojw| h ^ennd stage of his inurnvy shmugn 

■' ' , S _-i 2 ihe 1 1 pi L'firms of the one Ihnu^and be colnufed and 

s , nh Svte*a At m third the himseir WJ b 

SSSJ kfhtch numbor must be fcacP? m» cnmmimded tn 
ma vun to Herat Four days were ynM h* 

^ ' a, thhd log of tlv, inumey m Hr'ral. during '■■' hldl rl r 

'''^r wv remind m cuuhnually Lp him (Humayunj 
R° verr ^, mn q nf rcatvHurihg dumclcr " On no acrount diouid 

^ 'fT'dlv jsimees" be cast oh Humawin's Gntodrage hv the Vtman 

;:i:r ; ^ — ■« r* Mu ™ vun 

.ind 

• i -I .rranfemenls he made day bj nay i . I 

±*3t$ ™ n * 

I" ft*" ^ ,urh, ~- fg 

: “±S SS 

tissues 

l.igL'LhPr iv.ll., Ili^ ; „ d frPm djluJj ,.i.d tefuiKl sugur. arid 

SSTSS* and »“* y— n-^ 

l,qu.J S b. 

■JjgSSfffi S silver, p].i,ing »v« s .1 8PM and -»« 

Lhc-m 












105 



nrr \u <:i u r i '.to i ninh 



i 



young, Ind who wns the nominal rater of the province tu 
Hirm.ivun roninn-iii.ill . nl Herat, unJ he gnve th( gnvernt> r th- '' '' h| 

Ind 

prmce tut on mm mr urow ivmcn ivr ^nf hmi | a5 t y EJl[ [r " 



guardian, speem-. il.ru in u:- .iI'-iuji Hi® attire and &thuhrtnri@ ' ' 

prince ■fill on Inm the dress which Tvi' rc-nl him \j\^{ VGi]p ' v| 
Ifiat'l day When Ll-.i- son shall _earfl® nul n| Llii ■ r.h' fitrivy u 
i lie troops mount in I he prusi ribed m ri e i and dial they prix^'u i, * " i|! 
the welcoming,'' tiw. Shah A(jLvM» ''When near that Jdng 
(lie space mien enm^ he no Lirrnwk I Inf " f □i-e" im ICn 

advance and bug the Km^ not in d hi n - uni ]f he let U n , Mn ^ 

imroedmtflv and dlMrioiifit tin happy sort and let ihe j^ut Mr ' 



B n Huk\.\< t 



an-d kL*" tlie thigh and ^Lirnip of that king .1 ncl show nil 1 he r , 
of sfrvjce and rvspcci and honour which am pDisible Should 
furhiiutL NWab not ngreo, and should In demount lei fl 1r 
disriiuunL before lum and do homage md* liis Majesty having . 
mounted, lei our son ku^ tile king's hand and mount’, prhceedin 
on tluii, ride according to etiquette to the camp find the fixed quarts, 
\nd lei fihe guardian] be in attendance on the king and cite 
to (lw son. so lha< d line king should put nny qtii&tiqnk .id the. 
and Shu ?an ncii f biishtulnes-, be InUllrie tv reply, Lhu | guard hill | 

may mafo a p rupur reply On; son will proceed alongside t?f hi..i 
Mijcsty, bin no that lhu head and neck of the iaEter s horse he m | ron . 
Von wit! follow cltaa behind 



On, the f n-p. pf I Tumavun's nitty mtn hi era I, humid 5, were "to 
proclaim Hint all the men smrj tydfeien of the ufcy shall assemble nr. |J 1E 
Tm.immg . in the Avenue and ihal in every sfisp and bazaar where 
carpets and cloths shall be spread in order the women and maidcn.- 
vrt'll he seated .mil > is the mb 11 1 that Lit) the rvometi will engage 
in pleasant saying* ind doings with the comers and goers And irnm 
“Very, word and Line lot th- mflslets of melody amu- forth sr- Inal ||n 
hke of A will n.- 1 h*’- seen irt any other city of the world And bid all 
Ilrn people come Forth to offer wdlconfa the Shah instructed 

Elaborate security .irojugurncnk w’Ul'u pteseribed fr*r Humayun.'? 
r -..ir<-ly along the way Toe £pv r-inoc Wte also nsked to arrange tnr " .1 
gijLid rv rite r. who is u man nf cKperiEnce, So write a full diary and 
id all the si otic: ami remarks, good or bad which pass jiA ihe 
.u-nemblagb, hu ro fin aed to writing And be wrtl by Uu! hands Lif trudc.l 
persons, SL that ive be fully irtiarined ill nil th.ii Lv:4njr‘ ' And the ‘ilinh 
watted Having acted paragraph b\ paraf^raplv and day bv diyj in 
■1 COrdance toilh the proefedure sol forth in this edict Jet then- hi m 
n'ttiiisress ccpnoemrn g Lhc pammodfat mslruetiune ' I'he bimfin at 
reproduend in Abul F'aal s Akkv yimrui, cover fourteen pnnled m 
i 1 igb-n transl.idnn 1 Skill Inninnsp was a von, ihoroufsi man 
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rkvl' VVAS ONE nf thi.’ great mb: . of the m-iln d M lulnn worH, 
3 ' ed fdt ib urban ^tJphistJtaUail ;md luxury, an ambience vm 
f --r, 0 Hmjuiyua md he 'hero for about n manLli. 1.1 mg 

• ,1& jval nttlntv. lie had endurod much hardship in the prevwms four 
11 ind now be chwiroet to t.ike lifp easy Mr i whUi Even whrn ! ir^ 
' ,B,1 «' l uet ot i 1 far KftiViP- the Persian -unpilsl, he pi by I ■- 

' .1 "mchltieeWB hunting and hawking along the way, Imgcring m 

■ olacL fiS S many as Fnrty days, SO thnf by the tmie he gut to 
n some seven month- flftisr hw untr, inm I • "in. St.,ih hid 
, d t" his summui retreat ui ihi motmtamfi It was tberi Ltrnl ihi 
li mntl ardiN met. "When his Majesty entered Ihe pamdis^itke zmf 
If the monarch of Verti*,* writes Jmihur,, 1 ihe Intter advanr. L :d in he 
1 , e of Lho carpel, where tin; two km^. embraced, after \\hh I n- 
Vakm monardi placed Eiumaynn to hks ri|hk wi they sal dawn m 

lhc Name cushion,' , 

it was not however all cordiality between ibe two monarch* Finer t 

, v l5 a, rpometit of .tenfiion evert at thtir v&ty Iirsl mefifing E-lumavun 
, r . l d nn I hat occasion pul nn fill robe of honour m;iT In bum h; lb,.:- 
4ah iiut he, being a ininm, pinittecl In w«jr die rap hjiii along *uh 
,hL- dress, .l Jewelled, high rqnical ap nf crimson silk wtirteiJ in 
. nlkri d-,v toj. whidi was worn by Ferainn moiunchs and - .v ' symbol 
of ,^ c shiah f 01 tii The Si ill noted die fiir.i-.-ail,, and demanded ' ■ - 
pul on tin? Persian Trip" And Humayun. m no posiUnn to ' l ‘ 
amiably rodljed, '"A fm u- on emblun 1 j^nui nosi I will ’ th p! i‘nr-, 
wear it" The bhah then with Kin own hondsf pt^Cad the «p y 
Humayuo's huad l htr-.'Lipon the royal bard fitruc k up, rnimpri . i a red 
and bemian nobles .prestmted fbumsdves m thankful pwvor as r lb* 

Shah had convi^tad Humayun to -b.inan. 

•[’her. ihe two monardi* dmed (nj?pt h$r, Afterwards, Hureayun 
rete-vd La Ihe palace of Pmice Bahrain ‘he Shah> broiler who I n \ 
been npnomUfd (is tile prmLt in aHenilflJiM on the Mugli.d monarch 
There Humayun ion K ib licad m the Fereirm siyte, bad □ hot water 

LviLli. pul or the us: ui honour ptes^nteLi to bum Cm d, as Jauii.ir put- 

,t t . ' passed the night m 'feasting .u vl arriiLNtng 1 1 woi- llf- the gtio I 
□id UmeN when he was enlpurnr ir India. Even better, Mr lie d d ncl 
now have the chare uf goverrimg 

The only Oimoytmco in Humayun k life .oE ease; and feiloly li 1 I ‘-nftia 
•war the Shah's, ir.viiienco Ihm lium-ivim and his men nhc.nl- • b om. 
Shiafei To dutfir-: '^4 was praha bly a matter of 10 greaL mum lit 
The easy-going Mugfml bill the Shad's veh EmenCC distressed lum and 
he resisti d lhu pressure SMI the 51l.Ui persisted. 1 , idling and threa'-muig 
ritemavlv, mid Ui the end 1» prevailed, .it l-MSt tempnmrii . with 



;li? 



THL MUCrlUL RtWOttiM'igSI 



Kmiui'i !ii yiuldmii in Uw ■pun of doing m i n5 { \- w Ji| r 

Tin blow-hat, blcnv-cold mJalioinship behvpnn ih U a | lvri '' 'I" 
ended un s rJfflbiiitory note, with the Shah fergflniaftg )lhri .'|j lr lv 
hunt nnd a farewell party In I lumnyun'- hmumr The \ ,n-h, l^ld 

t (■ -r. i city nf PeraepoliSfr lasted ihrev fill] 'd*y^ ,m,| u n . H 
lr.- ,1 night-long drinking pnrty The Shall JtKfti formnjfy undsrtSs^' 



,1Ild WC1S roiuia^ 
armaHly UfifJ^t'toiTib ■ 
provide Humayun with an army o r 12.1K1P i-4vflliv n|o nte v 

. , ,, L> bii i ||. . Lk-,k'. -.nrrnni I U„.-l , .1 



■LiniTunh hum the Stinh'^ personal bodyguard,, ns n P [l ^ 
requiTL'iaitnlh ol Ihe camp, including lents Hnisca, •.•iimel*, cutrwk " 
whatever else HunvuyUn nee-di-d. si> that lit- migViL iMnwi-.* " 
dnrn^mvn 5aid the Shah Q T-Tumnyim U f hpvi: been du-l ilk— ,| ' ' 
anythin^;. 1 triiajt your gcm j rrv?ily to excuse it " In return for the 
aid. Huniayun agreed to hand over In the Persians the city t\ K.mc.-h'* 
in ft 4.1 r lokma it from Kamraci 



Before Hum.iyun departed ht gave farewell banquoi to i]i Pj g^. 
tv ho had expressed a dr sire (nr Indian entertainment and rutsine Tin 
Shah fnuhar --ny ■ especially liked Utu 'd^h of ’ice with pi^ \ !i( , 
iduihfi-f}" aiTnune aJl the Indian dishes served Humayun then rode ,v,i|- 
tiii. Shah tu die Persian camp and, as I was raining heavily by ih, r 
spent ihe night tharu 

The next minting the Shah bade farewell to Humayun Nc.iv 
Hurmfiy un. you m.iy go. and the blushing of Gad. he .with vcui 1 ' Ab ,, 
paiimg gift lie gsve Humayun two’ apples and a knife, and presented 
him with a liny taken off hi* fingei Prince BnliiEUn accntnjwrknj 
Humayun. ta line Mughal cam p. when? on parting Hllimjmn -..tid i 
l.i n’ l would willingly remain with you all my life but rny fuputatim 
-s at -lake,, and nblifjes mn l-.i leave yon 

Bui Huinnyun ivaii in no great hurrv to redeem his reputation 
Instead of hastening bark to Kabul and certain victory he ivi-nt sight- 
seeing m IVmn. Id Tabriz and plaeob .ilong I In? Caspian Sea, <u tb.i 
v. hen bhaJi Tohmasp returned in KciFf’-’in lie was amazed to find 
Hutna-. UJ 1 still uni:amped nearby and hud ta hend word (fiat ihe 
Mughal'-, should march out imrredinii'h 



^JMD 5C. AH l-lf a LeiEuiely &fay of ovor a year m Persia Hurnnylii' 
rojurtanlly sel out haEneward iVliiQit hu rtarhexl FiSlan, Ihe f'ersiCiu-. 
prravirici- bfl-rcfermg Afghanis! in he found I ill 1 promised Pej-jian Trntkph 
waiting tor him under she nurmruil ctimtniLnd of ihe? Sh,:iiTt third 5 P-“„ 
a child about three ypats old In the • imimcr tu ! S45 I turnavim led the 
aimy min AlghamataTi 

Humayun unmetijatu objecui-i- n-ah t - aeize Kandahm which 



HUMAVuw in txn . i 



l„- brother A-ikar. niter u siiifis nl (our imolh 5 anil I'.™->'1 
M* tmonurete. m fulftofent Of tite »an*Btoit »Mh «» 

over lu ltic ' , ..,,. v t Dn soon. Strategically H was impitrattvc for 
W* liar. a Uw from whirl « -n-un. Uv 

l!,n ' U>l kabul- moreover, with Winter approaching, he required (he 
• lil ' l ' , n,l bol r h i linrc - So when Ih, Shahs Ufa* «n Jed m 
W1 rooceupied the fort, tecpollin* its taw 

Kar d,il"ii, 1 < ‘ tteg I aMMta nf duly Lod.ilv tor 

commander .m ms ■ - P elllwtc probably t-ecaiisc Humaynn kept 

Hiimaynn, Ihe S , dial P J, , behalf of ihe Shah, hoi 

» 22Sfi hon. of cnotenljon between ft. 

Kaiitialinr w .iuJ Cbamcnng hand-, wvertl tunes ovek a .jot- ol 

Srod™ -.mb hH Ihe knsww finely wreated li from Ih. Mahals 
rt vm ^ like a winner The ^ 

Klnti l Hturayun, and wl.cn hu ndvaficed c-n *■ ibu ] a\ mid 

SXm theedyanrorndered rohhn «n-ftr wifete. «»««.• 

»■ - r 1 

•' nfZoa waa tectorod l., him AkUr. who bad I 

Kandahar » Kabul whan 

SSSSHSISffissS! BS! 

rinrumciiion cVroroony — pwfnrowd lh. n«t few mnntha warn a 

Hni S m r »“ ^ 

5 T . " ' Ksmro.il willi Ihe throna md tlv.-i 'wn I h*- ' 

nbVDd oi.ll Ln (It follcWiQg 1 lumayun^ 

stakes, wi as ^ p would "ctringe trorid* ***■*« a ihu ll * a 35 

return 0 ' u-.C-^ic-ni; when Hum a, uj- L.si 

“ hVe T rill vurv r early his life 

tVe T*S Uvero I ia i ray lip and K.W.V- Wear Sad. so did 
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t o- vicjULisries 1 ' On onv DCcasEcm, v. liL-n Humnyim w+w in t - v 
Kairraii- detenu mg lliu l-:’i- . turned Enurdciou.kly on thy n,:| lji 

chlldiun of iJir; li,ip|X*l in lilt? furl, killing ht-vumJ IU 14 ^ 

their tx»dk!* tewfc the ramparts, and suspending othej-jb f rat n 
walls, to tnukv the ahuckirrs Jr , i t Hu Erven ctJtpnsud ''.kli.n , . ."| ' " rl 
wa,< otherwise tnnd - i to tlic caniitimidv 'Bring him rind pi | M| '' 
lrrr : ho ordered, .•* rnnl ng to « iuJhfiilnn When l)u- rhitcJ i,v,i "' 

mi Shi ramparts I tun'i.LVun immediately ordeieii the fmnj’ i n ,,,. ' si 
n* Abut F.17.1 would have 1 1 , efrfert tiefme ITuTnayurt noticed Akbar '"i 
intervened to protect hr. own, no that 'the hinds of -In ninrk^" 
trembled , the nrroiv- flew t rooked and die UriBttKks congi-aied,' 
Huriiayun, when In. fiEUiily look the fori, matched the bmtnj |i; , n - 
Kamran, executing many of the defender and allowing Juh -mtdiyis lD 
plunder the city, Hi- ivas how Dyer magnanimnus in h ]S brother* 
though he Initially midn a ^hnw nl sternness When h.unmn, who had 
escaped from the for: by l was pursued and caught, was 'nmiii -.i , h 
Hum ay mi spit n lull ^urli.ir lu il'lCjvo ho. nurrendtip — si was j [ uni|j .j 
Innclion >1 the stiff', the $urnmdur .ij ,i rebel to his -^vereign T ...i 
J i, i-itmj’ brothers chug in rwoneil ition \ Kamrrm approiiHicd n- 



tLsok a whip irom ontr "l the oouj-hjers and jnyit it around hLi own noj 
and presented himwkf s-, i .Lumnnr, criminal t ouchg& tjumavun 
vi liiimed Mils' alas 1 there is eh need for this’ ftirnw u ^wayf" 
1-Iumayun then rose to embrace kamrar and . say.- Abut Hail, ' wupiso 
violently that all those presmi were touched to rhe- heart " Kamfan ,■. j> 
also in t-. ,ir.“ and jobbing ill dost! I" nlc Humayiin Ullri ICamt'Qn 
cup o] heibet was then brough , of which Humnyun drank halt ami 
y.iasrved the cup to Kamran, who drank the other had, Tile adversary 



wem lir others again 

rim four brothers I.Askari ion had been restored to tev'mjr) \ Hlti 
dined together, siding on the. same carpet. A two-day long feStlVify 
marked "he reconciLiation Huiruiyun then assigned diffcrer.1 Lid's to his 
brothers, and linn departed 

The arrangement did not lust, Between. Mu ghal rnynl 5 ibting& ' Hl^O 
could be only i he peace of the grave Qi Bui bur's four sons, fortune 
WQlild favour ojiJj Lrim In live and ruigr. Ilia nl hurs ,wnu]d porfsll And 
ii so happened Unr was luddES-i ! lurnay i.m who LurMu mm I :0 l>i 
lucky in Lhe end Askm Was taken prisoner by Hirmayun and Ordered 
lo go on pilgrimage to Mecca a. I utlomary form rv kmdk e\jJe, Jk 
died Lhfrri m. 1556 Hun dal died y, .. Righl skirmish with KSTfiiiarl 
him ran loo, Ulm a RitiSe a tlc-mpt ‘n help fioiri Lilaiii Shah — "jli 
the expcL, tali u,' Uadaum ihat tire w Her w mh had fluived awnlf 
would return to ,5b Spurce — -W»ie oajghl hi u m a y un r s cduriSjEllors nnW 



1 ID 



KltMAld ,J i *fl 1 



• K ri.i a ltd hr nxtn Uh. d Brotlmrlv msK»m has nothing 

l1 j n1 -.iXnnd tl^V wiimcd him ' f \f yertl Wfeh to ^ 

W d 9 r ’h-'n-^Jn Lliu tobite Ii yq» -wti* ^ kl11 ^' r 1 ^ - J t 
;lh I* hnilher n\ ■ n< -, This l> your Mniedy' - hn- 

^tSiLTly "' I||M11L , 11kHnr the wmd, -I Hte dvmy father, W 

H rT':;, t n lTk. Kiimr*,'.. m Nt hi to havr hmi 

|<# l | "k imriiLi wnuld have pfetecd dmih ' Kill tfit iircr, hi; 

L ,|i„d«l K, ■ him. Iiul tlijtaltji Iiti' #■ lancms " ( ] ' 15 

«? lra i vnjpl, DVi>ilrdm» will, IMtjfc remauii... 

h J5 tiarr^ed » ""1 h* 

SUthur ID ™, Wi ii I* '"> w «te 1 /: 

I . • The prince linen asked pernMpn h> go on . dgnir -i-v- 

s«»te ^ ^ "■ **» M bter - “ 

“SSbi Aitairt gm 

nmv nrtiniined m the Mughal mv,L arena After it decade-mug stri^R a 
h c was i he imdialtenged lord pi A^innistm, 

" He rtF uld notv tEJtime his Internipk-d imperial -n»-t 

h.if-wrirvsRFR ISM hlumnyun set out htun Kabul for huha I n 

*te , £TZ I < T- A b On " ^ 

itete hl,llm l5 mr hml „ , :.,! „ U | tt! be sAlwurdlv s«s> 

m te^-i i« 

au a men . _ KiTuuhnl arrny urn i m an Led to not ic. V 

»r> SUg 1- Y " 

lim dn more Ihail Z r UU ■ h donunm 

^ M. S ban fete IB MU 

?r*; SSteTte i&wdu te Uush.1.. u* aaff n., 

t fiSSS »y w«'«v «* ™ tu 

ite £ te SfS# Indian -mpl* wi*»i ■> tinte 

valnuu was a fe ^ "» lh,i cils - v OTl » l “ L ““ W 
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I'm- Afghan. JjsHrmy but Humayim w<is .dvi lucky Whi ■ n |, 

Punjab n<i monFirth r SEkandar Shaly was away m Delhi yviih |,j' n " f '"- 1 



hurtlin',: tus- cousin 1 brail im Sifcilnd it n - i til gent 1‘unli.r, mi , i lr| "' 
Punjab. ktii array of serai. iHilOP rwra, but they witl- rcnn^-| U ' 
Kl’.m in .1 twtlfghl actum on the banks cil thr s.iilui Even i „ 



'Him 

fi'tfch 



Liirycr main Afghan army It'd by SiknmJ.u' him ■ »_ 1i. did Mtl . , . ll ' L 
bn Hr- when it engaged! the Mughais ,v. birhind Worsted, fi e j nq V 
hi the teiolhLlls of the ?1 Ira nlny.it, leaving Delhi defe m-pl*^ q^ 1 ^ 1 
ju' •, lSpSj til'Leen jkhk nftnr be was chased but pf the city by shir 



Huraayun reoccupcud Delhi unopposed 

Agiu fell soon after, ognin without rwisLaiKc, ]'fu?n one hi- am , 
olci Mughal provinces fell to Kiraiavnn' gene ml OnJv in Pp tl |.m lv -, 
lii.'H W46 muim' residual resist :\n-:e ns- Sik,uuJnr r^emerged ijartr [D 
lulls to muruice the Mughal Lifeline to Kahili* hut own 1h.tr pipved tn 
be only i fleering problem tbrnm Khan, aecomparued by AKIi.n j, 
yvurdi, presently stormed into Punjab stftd once again dmve Sdcnmin- 
into llii hills Soon .ill was quiet in Lin: umpire 

In Delhi Humrivuii ralaned his life-work done '''The rtunFUndtir m 
irns year was spent in ease and en|oymenr writes MisMmbddui y 1TT ,.. 
Humayun refurbished I he ^her Mahal, .im 1 of Slier 5hah's raansLon^ jn 
Delhi, in aoenmcnndato library and to iet up ;m nbFervjtoiy tbtop 
to pun it his astronomical stud iey He ikn buried Li’un^i:lf ivjjh drenniu . 
up n novel .iiiimni rtrabv , L’lfganj^aLon by which he pi aimed to dm jn 
tin- empire into several virtually- autonomous provinces with himself % 
the overlord who would Liiruitimtl'. tour the pnji 1 mces Will-, a praetorior 
guard or 17.,Qf>il horse, in ensure disciplmt and good govc-ramml and 
to exact inhutt: 

1i was not a bad scheme bui. Humuyun did noL haw 1 1 l< ■ dianr. tn 
m-pplement it In fanmiy libfi find him preparsig to shift bn 
resident!; tn Apr.i, h even sent nllUfld his i , ■■.hJJjujip Ip? advance! Luni-i 
eh preparation for Uvt journey. But before lie moved he wanted to 
make cmne important appointments for which h- considered Friday 
14 Lh january ns liudpicious. The rise of Venus lhal night, he believed, 
h.nl .i special aitmlajpcal significance for him So, as the nlghl Jell lit 
-.urnmonad rut astronemterfi to 'he roof of tile Sher Mahal. 1 l- vit it. Lhr 
sjJteiII span pavilion Lritra to watch Venus rise 

El Venus indeed had a me&&4£e For him. Humayuti misread it Alla; 
watching tlie -kit-=i for .1 while, HumflyLlii Staff in hand enler-.il Lite 
"i.uiv.e-: lu return In his quarletr. As ho was descend the steep 
narrow -.Leph, tin- eall u[ ihe imiexiin was heard, so Hutnfiyiin pause. I . 
,! - W0: espeeted ol i pious Mu-Jun. to repeat Live cretil of tslam, >md 
'hen proccednH sil dawn On the step- till the crier had dtMie'". soys 

m 
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"I® ‘k "“**1, l nd tell upon hi* M» n«hi implk 

m t Hu «* >" - fram 111 

ftrtlvtns rt ( u rushed in hur... he ttntt itoconscfcm*. 

„ !M 1 •*» n, ira „ur, amwi *»g * * « l 

• ^ h«h Ur-^rs M I- »•«"- 

AHe, h- 



lt . He m &***£ - *»* W 

ZTJU . kup^iura v-..™ ndM m* 

□ Unfi of if if nr ui.hnrfr- y.-inffm 1 - ■ 
njilfce i?cr ifiinc oir'n; 

.Vfofe m a part** 1 "I ,k 
qf i fry altnhiil&; 

I jirri Jrretoldlwrric'i'J Jrf'fJ Jh. uTri- 
1 1 rid ScirrLi3L"i ef W fC 

D rriJJ fo fhff fhy P M>r ^^Truro? 1 
O vjriirrt trie 

sirasss as^g tgxsrzz 

|Q Babur 1 White ||fiS^tlto3nut5 thaJ was almost 

tnucRV, tiumayun siihni- . kv ■ ■■ • „ , |k ,,j -th^uj. 1 -, I lIc hi 

sassasssssss; — - - » - 



us 



The Reluctant Boy King 



AT THE HM E at I Tutta$) h un - l-il .,L aeCidL?n1, Akb;ir And Ejitun fOy 
wifn? in Puni.il, encamped on the banks of the Ravi A kb or 



a tyS Abq| 



FeuI. broke dnwn whc r. he was told of his father'!} dtiath V. 
1,-iTntmtmg as befitted the condition of oifectton and lovr.” Akbiic ^ tn ,. 
we should assume js nu| .for himself a& fnr his lovable thoituk 
eccentric father, Ihd burden of the empire wrn on him suddenly ir-j 
ho w.t- not yeL done with childhood 



Mumv-lule as tJi e arrangements for Ajkbar's enlhronemcm wum 
being modi' Httmayun' ^ Jl-jiIi was kept SGeret m Delhi, to pmvrvi 
•■hK‘f-1 and for a u tuple of Clicks one Mull all B-ukAsi was made U p tn 
ramble the unipolar jmd pre-senl himself lo (ho public every mturUng 
fmm tile riverside fciatcofty nr the tort a* Hu mayor used in do ]| mj, 
Dill) on 11 ;h February the! HumnyUii's death w.n, made public, m-. 
Akbar proclaimed as emperor. 



AKBAR WAS fOUR ] LLlN years uid when hu became kLnr At tha| 
hts grancUiitl ,or Bobilr was already a veteran m war ,md polities and 
was fin his way Ln b£im.irknnd. dreaming of empire Akbar showed no 
-uJi precocity — wo Look ut v.tin in the child lor the lathor of Ihti man 
that Akbar would become Vet, fh=s was no ordinary child., and this- is 
evident even through the thick fog of hyperbole and fanciful tales with 
which Abul Flu:j mythologizes Akhnr -. childhood 

According m Abut Fazl, tlve first uitrmaiLon. nf Akbar's future 
gcealne&s. appeared as a strange Lighl perceptible bom the bnghl 
brows' of K amida When she 1 -, .IS pn-gnanl ivittl \khar I Tint portent 
was confirmed by tin- splendid ^tor configuration In Akbar r s horoscope 
liiougli the Lir.peturjuFi infant very nearly missH-d his rendezvous with 
the itiua tv being horn top carij In, a short lime j glorious moment 
v/ilt .arrive, such as docs no! happen once it, □ thousand years/' 1 fretted 
the royal asErofogtir when Hamid a Was in l^botll ' 'Whitt .10 advantage 
if the birth could no delayed Luckily, iatt intervened in the |nrm 
a country midwife id delay -hr birth □ worn an sn repulsive in 
■Appearance Li a 1 at the- very mghf of her Ham i da A labour pains cease-d! 



lire tiCLUCTAMT liov KtK( 



.. , Akinr to tv bom a\ nn itthrdojfoUy UTt1 -- ;i! 

This <-->“ hk ' d I5ih October 'MX « high* °< 1|U! 

■ u 7 .> m. L-n btmiaay. ,... u. i ... ... i hnm -villi i smili 



•bout 2 , l : n F :„1 K lM he lit". i'd. wv« bnm will. ■ «ml- 

pir. tt Ita m •" ,tUr : 

nn varl* : m lhe hMrb 

■S* If U«t bt«st nl hu mother, -ind then h.mJed 

[be bany hnu C n„ rofslcustnm would 

»ve hl tt * 1 to ihe-chUd iSi ». i nurti ■■■'■ r 1 "' Kl - d *“ 

never UFa'n ifu ^ ^ te , caii.j'.'lilK'n .lmuii,’ 'l -' | » 

W jM ,.,1... ,.! LSObfashed ill-' lirl 

with- lhe II * - >«">•• “ 



^ m “P » ■ /: 

w ,„W of ; il ™r™Xe r *ui P U.Lwilh ].l« fu^tiv.' ftttwr. 

nlw-tys in the lhjckuf d “ ] R ' , , rA^y ^ 3ll duT -ind unefos 

or m ^ 0 f dU th tse tiptop 

was Mahasu M , • Kr«*lt siiKkli" Akbar he wj. fit' 

Although i>he must probably i be JjSjfi surrogate inOihfir when 

- - » 

Abul Hail's phrase. ^ ^ , L|M _ a1 j& in ,wieatle down 

older. Wgga b °y &: h jv jSuhi- S to tin? great aFappointmenL 

was also hyperactive and W aTld dm F»m 

„| h» em ^' a / C /^//.du C .,ha I ,,.unl awry Humayun had chneo. 

the very hrst day r iw® ,; in , W |n |,]q u-Arnc.ion hui •aHli in-, 
an astrotogw.llly W* nowhere to be fcuod, lor HU 

auspicious moment nrrui, , 

had run away to play- trtl ,d thuir hand At leachmg Akbar 

^ 1Aur ™ dEsoair Ih-n rh&fee 2 tutor by lot but tills did 

All failed 1 ' \ t \ nvl pitei Akbar'c ^rtjSSPinh ' 

nul V. 0 lk ildur k atL , h „ Akbar imbibed 0 lu. » ioi Sull 

Lot Abdul Ubf. bin he m «Eu.«d to lunm in 
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Aid*, it'-. mlereste m tns childhood and early yorilh 
untirulv physical Playing truant the rt-sticss child ■, , TL . V c,3lnil M 
about the hill! hunting wtlh do^s, racing cartficls .iiid hoisr h ' 
pLpi'X.'as, Ini' mine ‘Kin anything else applying himself in ■ , ’ ^“'IS 
arli. Ah bar excelled in horsemanship, archery and iurr 
?,u peril marksman with the musket. 



marLini 

111 ^ "'ml 



These skilii along with an mluslru undeisiandinp, of j, 
nature and the- ability to control and manipulate 1 men. iverp f lr ' 
relcvinl to AHbai's profession an king nh.tn nil the bi >ok k-i— 

i”i"n ■ ' . I |-|T 1 . I T.-i Uninll lillTfllnJI K T A. . i "i . L ■ 1-1 F ■ . .-i ...I J .. 1 I HC 



coli’.J have had. Book learning had done htl [ l- good (o Hum.iyun m, 1C 
Fazl is no! dierefcuv entirely ludicrous when he .-[aims that r't ^ 
sport Akhar "practised wisdom under the vejl \ coneeali^cnt'' ' 
wisdom, says Abul Frncl, ''wafi not learnt or acquired, hut was ibp '^i' 



nr God." 



ACCESSION TO THE throne made bilJu immediate difference in Akbar 1 
Life E-le paid hardly any attention to affairs of £tists? f and left gdvemm»j 
almost entire!} to RmmJ'Lhar. in a nay H was JbriunaCe Uul AkJriSrU! ! 
not attempl to govern for the tune bump, for l he silujtwm o: ihe Mugltal 
empire on Hum sum's death was far Lon dimple* and precarious I lu Hu 
allcHv hoy-king to handle Birom Khans exceptional .skdLr m tin; 
management of men and affaire v-ctc essential to canfinlidnle the empb 
Hr! made India safe for Akbor Akhar lumsell had little to dn vi-ilh it 
/end it r- to BLram Khap's credit that Lie lV.i cr gilowed Ills personal 
ambition to override the interests of fhi- dynaslv he served, despite ,ij: 
die uptn*rtunih<;s, For E^F-aggrandmaiicrit In, had during tire four years 
■when hi: enj< yed absolute power Ln the unpin; as Akhar's Wen l 
Vkbdi's tlirune wa* safe m |j lc cajt . e f Bjram Khan, 

Biram K.ian. J Turk, was onpinalliy In Hiu service of (lie Shah n| 
Persia, and had served as a captain in the Persian expeditionary fajtu 
I. at assisted Babur in liis last Samarkand Ciimpaign. Babur took to tun - 
and induced him to jam the Mughal -lUrvice, Nothing much is kiimyn 
sbbui Birom Khan's career under Babur, but uadcr I iuTTiavun jte rase 
rapidly, hii played a pmminenl .rale in Humaytin s Cujjrjt CdmpjL^ri. 
and was elevated to Ills high .Jitice of pig keeper nJ Ihe royal .seal. 
Liter,. Lie helped Hurr.ay un to ektrlc>itu liinuiElf from 5ind and eaciipn 
UlLo Persia, wh.-re his suiivu diplomacy helped to teethe the tEoSiOll 
between Hu may tin and die Shah When Hu may un conquered 
Afghanistan. Biram Khan was appointed th> ■ governor of Kandahar, 
trum iv here be joined Humayuiv m Puaiju b tor trio h'ldLcul invasion, and 
was appointed Akbar"* guardian 

.1 16 
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ni , A,, dw* of B,ram iaian " : "'y -T" d , cm rV ! 

m-nt His fir-1 hi." 1 wr hi i n sun? lh.it Hie kingdom had . 1 , 
H* ««*S. 1mm a# .!» Cl HwmdjrunV 

r ' L ' i1 ''- mt n _. m Kjinn hnd 10 wait ftif mwvs of W form, 1 1 .mm ninLCment 

W betom i« muid jnanp, r..r akw* <*aw *py» 
q{ Hurrt' 1, _ s H j1 as . v . hhws waa iweivwl,. Akbai 

^ wiHuml any vlabLuaivcorumuny At K.itun.iur, 

* ‘ Jtl ‘ lU 1 .mr-LlI briefly during lie. toyulrtt 1,1 I'ld'ri— fl 

ZJm « rn W -S a 

hulii brick th raiw resting on a mmty plntform. Akfmr was 

- "-•«** - to** to Wtor. rn Stoi. 

mmm to >**??■ r 

J! k^Kdom a S rnugl, and lempd^y a <%»& » 

Slrana or which he was crowned Hie Mnghal power m lnd,.i was .,1 
cnnnm d ro ganiron nmp* ,rnd h;.J no rfnunwlralrw. 
SwSfca man a purely nu,i„r, point of view, me M»»M 

^ SiLLZnrdous. Tlte.e we.e shU a of ^r monarch* 

Lravincl-hihimclm S*<1 Itonpll'. Adll shah In Bdl,r— .IM 'I ' V ..... 
be Smmnted before Akhar could be »fc And. .» yet ankr. - ■ 

?-£? II,,, Muehal pmtw base, wa» omi* » aMw » f 

JfSTaJSS the ntv l<„> Hie ...n-l and "ode 

rrohlan oE .ill was dul lha e™ P0““ ' rnf, geration J ' 1 
iur. .was unset tied Would Akb.tr'* aultiiwStp— Blm* Wutn > .intnert.y 
^Lp“tcd and obeyed by the groar Mughal U -l«y turoed 

ritoFmrti chaov Wti5 iociyi table. . 

SrLn Kivm could not ^pect -tnuiabc ^ 

^ r —lit. was after all only the first among equate A! ready -bar 

Sklu'. . WlB hut errat,, RKfe»l .«d ' ol '.““‘J “ 

Who used Ln "=11 on ihu Vimu carpal. .1- Homavun and On! truLil the , , , 

, . ' : n _ d fHMculont m Puntab when Akfaar prc-isma-jl' on the 

^ BA fZ not £ .rant Him ** h— 

advice of Birin ■ . A the - D , ;d bv throwing VI ah ini" 

Khan '“! , W J. Lferred to eseculehim hut Akh.v would nut 

pn Tn7^,u ,h re war.. 1 b™nd to ha ndrer* tn challenge .he K.PP 

™The irr.niL.nitu demsinn that Btram Khan had to make was whetaar 

to remaai n Puniilb or tn move .« to Agra, the Mugbal =nr-'- ‘M . 
la remain - i a creaf dihlance by na*di* it 



117 



i'li ■ 1 1. 1 i ■ i nr. si or An LtN 



reckoning, and normally it would nnt I usva lu^n advi^ihlc f M 

. niw'licd monarch In Slay hi far nwny I’lcm |1 o; > ripiLiJ C t\<, Mi • ' " 

Ehram Khan decided tn ramun in Punjab, - 1 T 

It was a prudent dSMncm Pun|nlv where 5ikand.ii Shnh him 
had id he secured before Afcbar coiild Ijl moved safely n, .\., r ll | ''''l 
ioo needed wntrhsng i' had t r bu safeguard id fir- a lr,^ e \ 0 7.,' 1 . ' I '" 1 
Mughal® amiSd return for .refuge iJ driven out of India Kabul \\'' 
under the governorship ol Akbar >■ younger brother and puten[ jq 7 , 
Muhammad Hakim, n risky arrangement m jLsulf. but made 
die foil lhal Hakim's guardian was Munim Khan. □ him! u f ^ ^ 
Khan Furlhet I he aty was I hen being menaced by SulaUwan 
who had received the kingdom of Badakshon as a gift in. mi ] |, ! "' 

but had 'Lnri: outgrown his gratitude Sitch being tin.. s|i Mini , n ' h 
Punjab and Kabul.. n ivis imperative from a strategic point of vn * 
Brain KJiiVi tft mniilin in Punfiib 



There were oilier canstdarattun^ too At the Lime n£ Afcbftr 1 - 
accession,. I he Delhi-Agra region was in the grip p( a severe 
bnaumu nf a cnmhjnahon oi drought aitarchy and inoEasant war-,, so , 
was not a good time to move the court there Besides, thu , ,-,y , | 
begums, along with die families of Mughal amirs, were nn u u .t r lVi]y 
from Kabul to India a) tints time — they were, says Abu l FazJ, being 
brought to India r ao that men (flight become settled, and hw res twist] 
III bemr measure from departing LO j Country to which I hey were 
n ecus looted" jnd Hiram Kill cm had to wait tn Punjab to eloiirl them tci- 
Agra It is also likK> that he was- apprehensive that Tiudi Beg iind 
dtifcr Mughal veterans in Delhi would inhibit his Freedom uF a. imn ,, r 
even challenge h|s authority Bixaiti Khan needed Lime io coiltoJidiltE 
hi-i pn nil son. 



hffiANWHtLE FUWfl WAS on the move, his power swelling Like c 
hdal wave as foe advanced, Lhreatenmp in "ngLtLf and destroy tlu- 
rickety Mughal stmre 

Ho mu'- dunii to power js a fascinating, almost incredible sagn 
Outwaid.lv, everythin g was agam=.t h m Hu had as Ahnl Fazl brutally 
-mtes, neither rank nor race nor bociuti nt form nor noble ipiatihes.' 
A Hindu in a Muslim Hati?, his religion was 0 gainst hmi fcven among 
liir.dus, his caste was against him, he being, as Abut Pail says, ?. 
Banna nl Ilia Dluisar Icibu which jj, die lowest clast of huckster-. ■ 
India lr-. r*n age in which heroic, persona and TiilrhaJ skills dfitEitrtined 
polmrsl fortunes, Heum was puny and gnomish — he never were r- 
sword and could not even tide a horR- But he Was an meom parable 

SIR 



llll UTUffTANT flOTf 11 



luuL he □vcrr.ome all hia disabilities try 



stiver 



& p“ d m«M 

1 X«n’ ™ l>f P “ 05 ’ t0rm 

Ss»/- »y* M r i ;,:; 1 llcmu Ihe nn.ll l,». »l Al*.. * 
where ^ ( ,^‘ fl iing to Sadaunl) Hu gradually rrw 

» Ab«l **>* "CScn which opacity N -»<*«••» 
v l-comc c fern aX X «mi l*nu In Ih. p«. 

‘V “nh I'rkL'. Wi thirt ..lL-»Uly -l..h t .r«J 

4U pcnnlciKlcn I' ■ „ ma , tw wesn | Idiot! itilMtv" (S Ahu! Hal 1’“’ 

r'-X' w of’«“ si,;,h ' depa 

wl ^ not SSStSS nr Z 

Jd-in-tuh-* -y» Ztonbuto «f t** ■ 

.ppninbnails und , he 

Add Sh-ih wm'g anti He oBtyfld has nefitp 

He r , M l effldent^ with M ^ ^ -Our^rdh, he 

well. BUL h. ^ ^ ton^U ^ ^ ^ kms m 

WJ5 behavuig tOWMdLs hu , behind the Uv — - Hemu 

own ends," writes Abd F^L Av to- F ■ l xl , 5lMU ,i to 
accumulated immense- ul.i ■ Kin uni' enabling 

Hcmu 

^ — ped him and d,d 

his IS m Wm^ 

amDOg Lhe irnnrs or ^ ^ puny form nnd ^hri nfe irg 

diSPdvantog^ to rt ^ n ; B J Ere5|KMte 'lip. On one Occ, L smn, 
defneonoLirTnadehis-advensttn^ Gwalior, the amir 

whan Hemu ** - ^ H™ - 

contomptoau^ly ?enl nl^ lt Ttinu?,h I m 

j* sji:r"^ £&&& i r i ^ ^ “ 

—unci - m 

Wlw. »«•'’/“ - 1 ‘ c ’ '"^,,1 V.^ JU to». Who 
Mogh.il front, w, !<»-“« “ t . ver Mtawng fctan stt»TOW“ 
jinkned rt— ^6 1“ ^-0* On none a: thow- »««. 

“»» Al,ul "C * Sr § Win p»— erf it *«h • »»*■• “O^P* 

OCCastClfrS Wnl^ ■- 
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tii’id plan 



Mr wn * eVer motfllahng Lhf conqutei M , , 
dimes and kept hidden m his hear! lire designs pf 1 ls ’ ( nnt 

And Jnrhino h-n il favouiiaci Hetiiu. m n iv.v, ^ i-, || M . 
lizi-d not attained in lhn=e former dii\v r " ^lit 

llemn s op^rirtunih ■ ,inif when Humaynn sudden]’, ,- 1 ,, 
when he feuggested to \di\ Shall an immediate invasion ..• g,’ 11/1 

langdcm, Ihu Court -IStmlngei opposed ,i stating that AJdi ir 
were invincible. Hu mu nuverthekss persuaded the king tn lut'lnr i lnT ' 
!hc Afghan army agaijiit tin- Mugfuls, arguing that t\khnt w^h ? d 



■in an i 'i' ll ! hr Mugh.ih were nn! yet urml established 



hut 
Ln Inditi [| 



I?- easy In uml up J smnll plan I," Ik- yaid 

Hu uurj newly did Lliai Find, he took Cwaliar, expelling -M, , 
Khan, th MugM governm and then advanced on Agm LVhn h ^ !- ' 
token without a battle, as Iskandar Khar Uzbeg, the Mughal tnmmd'nl^ 
ihnughi il prudent iu n- 1 real to Delhi and there join up wuh Lhr' i- T 
A Tm-dL Beg There was na resoluteness in Delhi either an i ird : h! ' 
iv anted to retreat in Punjab, nr even to Kabul. Tardi Beg's plan v ' ' 
however, opposed by ollwtj Mughal amirs who wanted fo stay ,.pj 
tight But with divided counsels and m two imndn their detail u ij,,. 
hand'- of Hcmu was -■'7 lair, especially as Tardi beg with hLs contingents 
iti.iil al sot u-, thu fiwumg Mile Tardi Bug- and Iskaudaf Khan 'tin- 
Fled l.i.' ruj-,|,'.b {''with ihe ‘.peed n thu wind ' as Abdullah put -5 h 
where ihey were joined bv All Quh Khan, ll ivjs a precipitate flight nF 
I he Mughal- [rum thu Indn-Gangetic Plain 



1'h‘mu once lit puttie into pusses: Ion pi the imperial capital? □( 
Dell’ll ami \izrn. wen entirely by hi* awn enterprise find vaUmr, 
assumed a royal title, Rjrfa VjJtramaditya, and ''raised die impEnnl 
c.TF.npy over him. and ordered coin to be si nick m hi_s name/' repent* 
’* idgar But hr did it Al tactful U . with ihu qpnnimincD at Afghan 
iimr-. nncl by -.irntmurny to humour Aiiil bliah with profcssLun’s n; 

i'‘ H emu's hminlil.lt gmenv-sily also helped him to wut Ov'Or pnlefitiil 
uppo-jiPTih — when Lie IniA Delhi fur Instance, h, distributed all the 
npr.iif. r keeping only the uiLphanis for hunsdf. Nothing speaks sr- well 
n| Httnu b genius as that he was .liili: to carry Uw proud and turbuten; 
Afghan with Kim all ihe W,u and gp| Li Him to accept him, ,i low caste 
I tiTidu, as tludr saltan They ca lled him I [emu Shall Abul F.r/1 huwiii'CT, 

1 '■ ‘'ll m a dir lure nf ligh 1 ‘Hume entered Delhi and increased 111? 
-iirugdj-ice 5a f lint Ins iriloxtealiun became mildness.'"' he writes 

Muam-.hile m Puniab Tard, 1kg oas m trouble Hu hnd tidied En 
hi"- duly Ifj his sovereign by he- hash fliulit frnm fethi. arid In 
-rompi’.uri .li.'d that im -Jeud by damemiiag for n reheat to Kabul thu- 
jr.dr-Mniifmg Mughal moraLe un which their t'utun: in [ndjjL deperuted 



1 ^’ 



rati 



m m l i si in jv m: ■ 



. , i | in-,., thus r s-^utti 1 ! 1,1 

, rt -uUswlly rtnd unity- of |! b,1 " 1IT1L tnu ‘ 

puhisfc Tardi Buc g -■ ' ' only nv , 1 » ' 

P p^hidimvvt il .y _ ^ the pjftawy a '' |r '" lL 11 11 w,rrv ^ 

Tault Fog, TinH.ib y I ciuttv. but Ihey mS|e ‘^ 

nl l^g U Averting UnAm \ " ( 

(Jhgkd L ' ,LJ| ' becAV f v K b i wh1[L , unity uf kMdofihip was cn. 
insisting' Oft t*ue* mg ^ m tri(1|A Bog, who had fin-t 

"» ^ «fi£ am im » *wpp^»' — ,K 

pr n w M "'‘l.r^dCrlSS rnm (n m 

Ther-e wen: also oth«l twit! “ „ f ,n v ,J -II-. M-.! F-irdi 

actSah it! jcroTdmS to AbLilTn/l, 

p f: g as '' ld ^ V. H ' itiVLiV-i uppu-hl'nrLCL: 'll him lardi 

T.lirt, ir^and IV 

W lD ° BidHt Klim, PuiTi r *Sjf 

^ an oppcirtur H ^ P Shiah, Tardi Bug a -imm—m d 

tUf ^ CPP ^ 

Ehram Khan ** a ^ ^ ^ Beg 

[amiiy, a cansummabe _ dip °tii, . wL , h ho Bwsase or 

a niggpd, .Aiarsu hlu _ fnjse:d t „ sbitus ol .MI 

sopn i ■ - 1 -l. 1 1 ian, a derv ish ‘ a rEy5n tu a h is suCC^ fl ? \ ' Ln f^ 

amir. Taidt itg for tha cooitkn BtimP 'Khan in turn 

-n C ,tU ruui K, ,r, U ,h 

Btate con vuriied re seal bi.-, Jilt*- J ^as inuat likdy 

hadauni explicitly ■' l ; lL ^' a n f J . \ h '- 1 , Jg h j Ihu time ol the rteculioTi 

obtained in ®^tt £ ^S Ta.Ji ^ , J ^ Ll|n , ,f 

Akbar liras fcoavenwnUyj L ' J ! ' \ Aft- s 1 " Jv 

Hie OXecLihiui d£ ^tabl„hed the 

Mughal ^ V», no mi, a t*1k 01 *. M U «h^- 

authority Df Birnm boJdlv ,i t . a ,li’d lu wrcsl the mttifltivo 

^ of 

S-ai Ddh, to ™a«« H~to 

HSffi TOO COT te ^ wool.! ha toa doctor 



i ii i Mbt 1 1 A I MS stl m a r r; 1 . 1 : 



baiilt at bis career lVnp;il Was ones again Him battfeto,- , 

.:k",Unv For Him Mugglk, lit.* i-Amy; ,i lT , Opened .ni-.njn , ’* 

d lv‘ 1 ^ i i in under Ui gull Klwn debated Herrin's ttl ] v ™ " ■ wh *n , 
. .ip lured hts jirliilery Still, Mughal morale rr-mained ,11 ' 

■tlil'v was much larger than the Mughal 

viLirinmis spirited army Wien Heoip np|.™ Jmd. *a«ua2S*7* 1 

# Wty into the hearts of imperial flervants through Si. Qr * I 

al y mpty-hended babble fro m wham mi nrnjv ts . V «J 
Abu] Ffiz.l, w *%' % 

Hninu had problems of a different kind ||] onic 
depre^i^twaid hum On ihu Way to Padipaf he h.yt n 
vvhidi h. mv, the elephant he- iva| riding bpmg m,vl' P | mv "' 

,1nd J tidier putting i dnnn around ins ne, k and nullmv i '' 

crnl as he wni about -n dro^n The dnwi Was amil ' . > 

''ntuiprelen- of dreams, to signdyinp the detail and dento of i-r. , 
baltln But Hmu Was not disheartened, ''The very, revere Jv" 
tlrenm wul happen, he asserted V\ r h<?n, however, heavy rrun Ui h'^ 
next day and Hemtfs Ejtet w.it vkphanl was killed by l^KtnimrW 
?A-vmud to confirm ihe warning of Humn 5 cu phi man 

On die Mughal side, the omens Wore tnvoEiretiie, lYu Ahrend tk; 
ihe madman win vv as unequalled throughout tlie-world m fnceiuJl-n 
thv fu l tire by what h t lav,- m the blade-bum- of a sheep", fun-^tod ..f 
multun nnd predicted certain victory tor lire Mughals, say., Vadcu 
11 was however Mughal defeat that smned certsim ivheu the bn m 
] duiec1 011 5lh Nw,,„b W 156b A - . •rigor reports. ' Itarm aduir ( ',.,| 
tougltL, and routed toe Moguls, whose heFicis lav in and whose 

11 " ' ! npwed Ln s! r^inih. Hemu's wings worsted the Mughal wirtes 
and his viLinry scenMd assured when h*. mounted on Ills great depiiaqi 
HawEU «n his elephant corps against the Mughal centra 

' |,Jckv * :udenl 1* Mugfiah Al thu pmm „f fW, 

vjcluiy , mills Ahul Fail, “suddenly . an arrow from the bended bmv 
of divine vvratli readied F^mi's ey*, arid pacing the socket, dune au | 

□ t the bark 0 Hus head " Whdn I k J mu fell, his qmiv, says AL-uJ Fa S | 

hLV<,mj3 ha^dlew and tootless, find no more gu-ded up the lobi 0 j 
Crjurage. They 5 . 1 . uttered a I ri ncv, 

Hernus ni :1 ]i L -.ul iried tn lead his elephant aw.iy from th«i battle tc 

v-V " u T_ hUl WE * ca ? tlirc '' 1 ^^iwhilr Akbar— ivJiom Biram 

kl'.m tot IIU then kept „l a ^ distance from Ihe battle; on an 
elevated posmon. with 3000 to RlJ ard h.m^mved nl (he 
battlefield, and Hemu h«lf dead, was takejL to hun. «ThS Ik your fits! 
W-1-, Biram Khaii said ta AkL,ir Trove your Sword on this Infidel tor 
il Witt be a mentor, ous deed ' Akbar refund, saying. "He now nr 
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Iin H! 1 V era NT Iiwv 



, „ dead m.m. how Mi. 1 vlnb- hlo.' « ho had «■>«' •’«! 

t * tlor . ' J| ri m mi- mi&& " 'h=n. n-, BoJ.™™ d^/ibn, dW * 

.mmBlh. 1 “““ “ lJ m d (lu . ,,|, .low Ml'itiu- II. h. *> 

•<* Nt d 

•' kJ - M , ,/l»r Ihe battle, bfait» Man, cha^uiR the ilwmg «»«}'. 

r, .Li j wr Jays Jeter, Afcbar hmiHclt madi: fifc iriumphimt 

“” 1 ’; ;; ,1. Wltm he » (month ffieo 1* «d ffinen 

fiS* ^ i l-uninb, to Kid, S.k.mdar Shah, Who had h 

Ihe Mu*h-k. Ion Khde. t Pi 
td he «» aaslgnett e he, » 

A N tdhnn them „■ Rinnl «l 

m runjah, Ahtar >va. joined hr Hamid* Than "£** ^ 
, ill Wo meal famllii (''I'" had armed Iron, Kabul net 

ggga&2 Z‘L, I Ihe. S* nut tor l>U,On.n ; 

reS 1 KartVisr Akbar iinl yilt lif'erd. Ibofe hv. firt-t ^ffc. ^ Ul -1 1 

“let ?nmv g eouam a, Mh- «he 
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Behind the Veil 



lN OCTOBER snd a half years after his nccESBii'ir ui 

ft*. royal court fiMly moved in Agra, frilling from 
^,n„n, iji tatg* With lhal b*J* .ho import J^ lfT «* 
I®** h..bur and Humnv.m KcWever fotinflfrtr L- tr r, MlJ gl'ii! 
Lraimenl rull£r# m L.dm without AJcbnr's cd^vemcnt 3* ** 
would have been mere passing episode s m the lone ht.torv r iT 
Vkhm-. n%] began mi a docspiivett Jdw ktw MterL 
IMile Utrcrl mlcnisl m govununem. and was content to M Kc,™ 
ru e " 1,14 J ' Mne ’ the arrangement worked wd] i„. ij.!" 1 

L-oernod .1 hp perfect Lni$$ vnq harmony bciwueti Akb.ir . n ,i 

** I hunii;! | h diP swfieo there W L mJE*® u T ^ 

Fcdcntly. .V. ,\bttl Fail states. Akb„, even while he remained ■*£ 
tbf veil w» £*™A,Uy ^serving what was BL ,in K „n and tiKi* £J 
s ™' v , l f 1 i S linLl Lhl ’ m h" in £ m ways Concealed from the eyes p f Q t|L 5 
Akb." ., w.Hfal vox:\\ End had already iw,ce del.™ hl .. 
VUaldLzn openly by ^fusing permit un to execute Maaji ftnd b „ 
declining to shy Henui The incipient fri ctinh between dm two cratiuHliv 
: SC opart ten a kb,.htn W nda 5h ol ancui 

Mi , V L hn h T' ah ° d m - UJVhr ** ^ P r<?a?I ™ of Akbatfs modi,, 

' tWuda ,n ! 1u , JI? S um iin£ i faster mother Mnharr Amp h. the mvi.l 

£S P , a h{? ed ^ e * C ft 5tve de rendence on Biram Khan, and provided 
1,1111 With opporhHijHeH !o r alternate nligrunenki. 

,. , r !“ 1 baSi: of hioLion Between Albar ,ind Butin, Klun „* 

2^ fj!l Kh™ hn S“* «*“• «* *« «■* Stains (rented ns , 
."** H ' m - h * *>«wB*™Mp a (rifle too earnest)! 

hghHy Luntmlhrlg even Aklur s hcusvlwld expenses, which was eallura 

2J5&S "T w * » «•« hei^dSeSS 

*"?" ^f*T* C8e,t T |U » fa «Hir,l«. StfruflomlK. It w« a fam.l, 
?f . m' w " ™ UL ’ ol government, Kel l e a to the first mamrclash 

PF*. ^ ih Funt ak Ato 

1(Jn1 ... t . ... 11 * ’Shea lie wanted to lake a seennd wife 

1” , ';. J s' ^ '“i 1 ' •)' ' •) on the smund (hal it W1L5 

RomvLiwifc BuTaS 6 ,1! - ,h » hride ,» a niece of 

knraraji s vote Bui Akhat mm.nned adamant and fmalh Had Mi war 



nPLJIlN P NIC VEIL 



“nlV a ^ Cj?r ottlP JUJlim intervened tn peiaiifldir Biram Kfraih in 

xerl'Hnl 

| ]u J hiirmuny birlweoti Akhat- jhlI Birum Kji-ip W.l^i Hill - hrrjkorl 
q p(l n i rrtij") l tnji.h bcgcin hi pilf one on orMhuj ami inmn^ueniMJ 
mcideitls CiiiTti in ■ 1 1 ■ i- n gui ul proportion min Inhil nibk of fr-rsn I 
Tvpkftl Wl'i.i in »i |J- 111 in Punjab in v likizh durinii m Jephant tifthi 
l V vn ni Akbur' 1 L’lephiinl! tUin ■. i hif.irn 1 . h • ■ ■■ ni au?-mg 

..ImlurijLinct: and ■■time panic It w.i- clenrlv an aendentr hut tn Ihe 
prrviiitEng unnranmenl or ntri^iiv irid • i-m-n-.n Bifam Khan cf’r-i'Judcd 
ihtit If will! ck lihclisH'lv cn^mi'i.rL-d JTc tLiSpGCted that aWahlun Anngn 0 
Aii>i Khan iii I Lihter4i.il H. i nr AM m *■-.'■ behind r and lit L- r .h i 
At J 4 A KJ i .131 "As Hi- Majesty nationally t-'f >1- ni" wilh disfavapr. > 
bulsevo thiFi mlifit i-iimi' fi-ar, \ > mr t'f.inlrj v.trc<?i sin.^ caluiJinias ' 

I i , of i ■.mr.'-'.. possible lhal Malurr Atl.i^ ■ ■■ canny ; ■ •> was; 

tliLS 1 1 mo pJotfrnsj Bir.im KJin. i s Ihtl birt lh( Hophnnl n ■ ■ ul uJ'l 

nu* have hech .i part of I he pint !r, any ■ awt Hie mpmrc b< tween Biram 
Khan and Akbar did not requite nnv outside irtstignior, but i..i • 
uiIh-tl'jvi in lh, nature oi ! Hi ir evolving ndiidonship Pin liqm • ' 
lewicr relalsotis who surruuiidvd fin vung emperur, backed try \kbjx 
ihaatkidui mother, ue doubt played j lit; rolte u*. I he ouster of imam 
Kh«in, :Uid -weri- respnri'-ibk lor n specific orrhs^trati i b:rt the nusftx 
I f cal f was nnt dependent on ihrrn. .ind probably bv,n= nnr l^olI initiated 
by liieni 



BiBAIyl KHAN] mOUGHT oE himself not without jusfifkatinn. as the 
co-founder of ihe- Mughal vAipire, nnd ennsedesud hnnselt m !rrpc-r>o Lu- 
lu Akhar m guv ncnhig the anipir-.- He lunk hi 1 ! pnivnr for graded i It: 
book AJvhar for grar.t-jd And I hough h nicltcdbusly nbfioxved all th- 
fgrroilities of obeisance due to his sovemign, lie virtually .Ifinunid 
A briar in liu- foul me a dirurni trail 0-11 of the empire 

A? Lhe ieuno ..lianged md Akbar lur^-nn to dip out of Lu control 
P iL-n in Khan nutur, ill 1 , grew anxious aiir ml h«S pnsibon and lha: a tf acted 
lib ludMiiiiint CbvlO a rout, s uj\e. prudent leader He nnv. became 
irritable- nrusqu-. and overweening, f-Je: f iv, cnnr.piraciL's. where nom 
existed^ insuSl- e where none were lulended Mhfo -ind ronre he tunurd 
to hytupliJOls lor reiwj UMhce. and they lui’Ulvr dwtorli-d hi- perception 
of Tt-.sJj.lv T.I r-characlifnsiically. he n<.'v became- indiscreet in his word* 
and deed-?, which, ul -s court where nothing was a set-re i, meviiahly 
reached Lii<? ears ul Akbar, further e^^cerbalin^ (heir relftiionship 
Euam Khan, .-ays Badimni, w.15 r-nmewhal touchy on i | if- suhject of 
precedence 1 " 
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Tile irritants between \ kba r ui,1 Bifiim Khan wen? nunn-i, M 
mwi oi ihwni fire- remarkable onJ y Jnr their pettfnc^ niK\ ' 3Ut 
imb^uming- of iho exalted pcredriageii involved Hiram Khan - " 
Aluil F nr.l j was guilty ol wiveml unseemly art rolls' be" the Vv'TOr 
Jistfi .ire -'ll tnvLal itrc-uph the ■ were mud enough u, l, -. . r . to ^ 
KIiaei out Lit Ins of I me .Abu I Fn/1 also speak- of 'sfijrui sinieiur 11 
cl Uirair. Khan. but pves no details A mnior uflence of Uirom 
the eyes nf the predominantly Sunns amirs os flip Mughal mud 



Lliat h> i Shiah, unduly favoured the members m his 



fti r 



appointment m govern men t The nomination m Sheikh Gradm k > n„. 
high office of the minister fur religious flairs was especially lTts^taC. 
the Mugtfiil nobles, say* Bad, .mm. "flew into mgu at Ihe advancBtnmi 
honour and unreascmutile exaltation ol Sheikh Gadn.1 ' 



YlL another ipsat- that agitated ih< anti-Uimm Khun cabal wa* Lhi. 
Khan - -, abrupt dismiss -'I uf IV Muhammad i haTPiu tavnutiie, j> LMh 
service V Muhammad wn> unce a protege al bir.im khan ai ,! hud 
served as 'hia office manager In this capacity, he ‘was tin rnn-n to 
whom I he nobles and uf fleer ■ had to mnku their applications, and ,,i 
□iu many, high and low who aitended at ins duor, he admitted hnr.Ji 
any nne,‘ r write- i’Jizam.ijddin Kla temper now became aire.gani and 
perverted ' His wnni mfcaction, lioivevet in I he eye- uF Blrmii Khan 
V,- j ■- that tur wormed lus way into Llie favour ol the ha rein clique and 
betrayed the IChan's tnj : .l r and was impudent •■■■, n i c wards ?hu Kb,™ 
Mailer* rcimt to a lieod one day r lien a page barred the Khan's ',vfi 
when Jiu wand In visil the ailing Fir M LthamriVAiJ and though Fir 
Muhammad apolujJa2Cd for the incident, vnymg, "Fnrgtve me, lot mv 
porter did not know you Shu Khan retorted ''Nur lIlJ you 

rhrpe days later liirinn Khan cUI thy presumptuous subordinate 
down ru sizes writing to him Ymi were wearing the drees nf a pnei 
scholar whan you tame to Kandahar Vi you appeared simple and 
hunesl imd did good service you were raised In high office bv me, and 
frnm bum* a mullah yOU became a kader uf Armies. As Our capacity 
was small you easily b^eam-t 1 intoxicated and q t nut (if hand after cirit 
cup. Wc fear that some greal mischief may be- munmitted by von which 
i 1 will be difficult lu rumed. I. i- be tie i I hat far so me time you should 
draw in your tc-ea under Liu ■ blanket of disappointment, and ita dawn 

in ,i corner Ynu will msikc-atier nur ■Lmdard drutri and other 

insignia of distinctly i and of your «\a kalian and betake vuLirselt to Git 
mending ol your dispoL.Stion, fur thin is ped boih for yciurselif and l n: 
thv world " 

Binun Khan reinforced this lesson in humitilv L'X confining Fir 
Muhammad fur i wltpL 3 in I'aA ‘rinti. and then -endmu ii 1 1 1 ■ on kirC-d 
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,. p _ i n Fir Muhammad proceeded as far .v- Gu|Prel bu\ 

« X: hmv ami waiting for Lite tern Of ^ did 

n ot have io wait ter long 



„ t; * |}i v t^iO nFter riding on Bfrsm Kiian's jihtoldei* ter four yoar= 

h * if m m m «- «s rfc " 

vew 1 ^ with BiMi.i Ktan could ni .1 Haw ba»n i 

( Akbir The Khaxu wbcm He uied to »£facfi*ttolely. «ll KItjt B»b»* 
» fX W hbn Hr a W«d hb very ttuorw 10 Bn. Khr.- ^ 

vi 1rtn v. |Lli iiia mirrwnt'D power and proshge. wis nol a person 
.Tbu rrcfled ' wjUi, But these- very factors, which made Biom Khan so 

% y powerFuh .Uso mode It imperative (or Akbur to “2tSrSS 
h/scene before tie could hike charge uf the governments A khar had 
to ' s |,;p nut or Biram Khoix r 5 broad sliadnw to find Jits own m t - 

SL]n | n his roaowovre te break with Btnun Khan. Akb^r Found an 

m MahniP Aniigm who Was, In the words of Abu I Ffcd# * mnrvd 
',1 ^nse resource and loyalty " When Akbar ctnh&ed ins mtem:- •> - 
her, &he inunedi-nely look charge of Ififc npumuon, and rt whs she who 

idiDrenEttiphed all lixe moves 

Her fits! step was to rem Livn A kluvr frurTI the jrnmedia p V 
control of Biram Khan, Without rousing .usnicmn On the momirj aE 
Zflth March, Akbar came out of Agra With A smalterL-iinuu a, R 
hunling AtfBi travelling some d [stance, he proceeded uirto Del 
Lh^ pretext of wnntmg to visit hi niltnfi mother, Harmda An 
unsoLectmg Abd E&fewi Knmren's roo. w as token atnng " a- nt I to 
SdJ a pren-ndvr to whom to Khan 

heLilopse to rebel Meanwhile Maltam Anaga, who Had been pretty 
recruiting partisans, advised ShUxabutldin Alimad Khan, the ynveroor 
ul Debu^nd a memher ol the harem clique, tu srrengthen file detenu .. 
Qf Lha Delhi tort and get ready to receive Akbar 

The upp'ration was meticulausly planned Soon after Akbar ivflt 
Dullu. he dlspatdlPd LIU-rs to the veteran Amir- oi the empm ml-.mmi.g 
them that b'f had broken With Eu.im KtiarvSdUSe the Khan hao 
deviated hum the straight path ', wrote Akbar— and nrdcnng ^ c-mc > 
iem to join h™ in Delhi, and giving odWisdo tailed L^tructions uil 
W h ,r LhJy wore Lo du As I he Harem clique had shrewdly ..McuLieU 
mn4 of liar- i«iS)]« r crass oppurlu n is b lhal they- were, turiwd a wav 
from Biram Khan fl« mtot Lbe, realty that he was pdt ol royal 

favciu r 



TEI1 ’ ll i |IM HI VL'I IH^TLCN 



When Biram Khan retelvod. lln fn-i u pmli, , ,| ,«\kbcir 
dismissed lln'm □.> wild rumour.- He c hull I ml beLu s v'<? | , ", ' " , I" 
would defy him ‘"Hiram Khan,' writes Abiil Fait! “jp, pM) ^ ‘ " 

wisdom and, discernment, W,is uiiaw Lr-. ihnl Ihi Hirviw ,,, t j u r 
been the reverse ml hts wish and ihi sciheni.i of ilir iv child l/,' 
■mother Form und wn. iirteonct'Hiuellj beating the- drtiM p UWer 
when [iTuHy n?nli/L’d whni ^ hiippeninj; his rmpoiv-n v . fl . ^ 
md rriired m pvm n— ip m : — iir rioiTded tn subcml io -\ L - ... ,u' 
i-overuipi and proveevk'd to DDhi '.• surrender 



li| Trim Klin r. A fldvam e toward'. Delhi Limns |hc Intum f |( 
confusion — they did noi know w h a l to make? of ]t r and h ,ij ,| n' 
worst I heir anmely was such that some uv«n itiggjeslcd Hina .^u,, 
Kotik I retreat In l.nhnn'. and then to K.inul if 0i ram Khan ath -im i 
on i.ahon- Akbar rejected lire timid ctiurst ll ll catn« 1" k\ m |il v.r.u|i| 
stand and. fighl To loree the iti-sue, Akbar ordered Hiram Kh.'n 

return to Agra 

Would Birani Khan obey 7 Some of !us full rovers surges, ibed that In- 
-.h n M not iubmit but fight, .uguing that it Was Moliam Anaga im j 
her clique who were causing all the trouble, not Akbar himself, nml 
Hint Biram Khan had lliu tihligatmn In re&CLH- Akbar from the I -lctn’.n 
tl .at had eosnnred Turn B train Khan rejected the advice He wmjj n „ r 
hgb Ills sovereign— whoever- was behind Akbar. the man up front iva-, 
Akbar himself, Yet there was some ambivalence m Bunin Kl’iaah 
".lanue. and though he often spoke of Inking lo amilnSfem, lie simply 
could hot, in the words ol Abol rail, "admil he idea that th 
admixiritratiL'n at Eiuua could go on Without him 

Vkhrti then issued a firman In Birnm Khan,; detailing the chargr 
against him and ordering him to go On pilgumagi- to MtCC-li, At ihli 
stunt tunc Akbar assured the Khan I hnl no punitive action would tn? 
taken against him ‘'You 1 IL stilt dear tn us and lvu wish your 
welfare, 1 wrote Akbar 

Akbar further wftened. Lilt hnrsbxiew nl the dismissal order by 
i allowing il up with -i conciliatory oral missiigu ''Your services and 
you r fidelity fb Ihii great tjimify ■ i tl kncii*. n in nad ^Ti ii l ' Ilk 

message 'As owing lo OUr tender age. ive gfiVG uur attention to 
promenading snd TiuntUlg, we dm nol c '.st our glance on political ar.d 
Einancml iffuiifi and all the business of sovereignty wns enfnafited Ify 
u- tn your excellcifi capacity and knuwledge, JSJbw lliat We have 
a p p ti e d a 1 1 r mv n mind la Mil a f I a 6 IS 0 1 govern meal a rid the' 
administration of justice, it u. nghl lhai LEils sage wel|-tvu»hi'i who ever 
boasted of his sincerity and devotittrt. should oL'Ter up eruHess 
thitnks (or it He should Jur a hntfc gather up | uj. skirts tn?m busrmeSr- 
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,« turn his alien turn to the bliss nf pilgdnmgy ef wh»di lv - ^ 
'!hvavs dirsi rotis, and with n;gard fea wtfffih he was const.milv in public 
and prlvnlL' 1 -s pressing Jus grc-Jil lon$n% We shuU gran! him 
-vl'. diver placo and whntcvrr extent r.r kind he m -v vnih lor m Tn id 
i hat his .servant;, may rcmil him the proc^ds, harvi-t by bun-. *r 
m rt year hy year.'" 

1 il,,. i-inler to go tn Mecca was hEimsIimcrnl. hus 131|am Khan decided 

I with it Porlune ho knew w„- an ass when it got 

forwards it dnet« go forward., when ll giwa back il dots go hack.' say ■ 
Ld,uini At E^iatir m l^i^ilian. he asked all Uie amirs wsih tom to 
lliilVe him, and kept with turn only his do* rck.tr r- ijmI a. 
Niru-muiL-ldEii records, he divuided l.im,dl of hi dUldnrd and 
keltic drum, and nil die parapluTrul a uf hi ranJ: H5 .-iiui ( a 

thL-m lu the subKrnc threshold ,r -od Bimm Khnr My Imart !'*• • 
oWn cold to I ho world and die bunion (hereof ' Akb.u had it 

seemed, won the gamble 



1TLEN SUDDEN I Y AND nn expo, led .y, Bimm Khan pur. uro uni m 
ecmfrnril hi* ndVecJiariES. He -was driven ilita re N .lion by 1 dreadJut 
metical blunder af Maltam Aruigii who push, d turn in maki hit Jid 
ihe dust even as lie kr- it down fb ’iibuul Sn a totally unrvo .-.arv and 
vindictive act, she sent Fir Muhammad (Bimm biianA reprobate f-rv .mi. 
vvllO had returned tn fht court the moment he IlHflrd of thn Khan ■ 11 
>o Rajasdinn to s^eed his former mailer but of iha empire-- in pad 
bun off as quickly a-j possible u. Mecca as Badauni pub o Hu*, ■ 
Ni^uouddm records, made Birarr Kh:U1 lerribSjf despondent end 
grseved m JiL’art". and Made Ji Lmjsos^iblo for him tu 0& with digmiy 

Hr 1 had no mltemfllrw but lo tom and UghL 

Ml mm Khan rightly suspected the 'nr.nd ol Maham Anaga m me 
attwi.pl tu hum si Lite him ‘A ladinn had spoken -JOjds for Hie puT'- "■ 
.if p.jiL'FrlLny the noble mind of Akbar ' Bifflm Khan wrote l* M ughal 
’rmrs, justifying Kis action and sdlinting their support E^pcvia 
Maharn Anaga had Wrought uu;. and was making |L f * : r busmcS 
to mm him. BLr.mi Khan pledged to resume his pdgrL-na.tjc after 
cutting LlamgS fight nt diE court 

.\khar quickly ccmnttred Hirem Khan's move by issuing to him 
trcrii finnan accusing Turn of nepotism and cronyism To his own 
mem,'! | servants he gave the titles of Sultan and Khan olid 

presunted them With slags, .KatllcdrUfflS, rich ftoJda and pradurJjv,, 
LEmtaffes while he with total wont ul constdenitiDn made the KJnmS 
the princes, the officEiS. md the truDtnd servants [of Humavun] h 
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be m warn! q\ even dry bcRuct . 1 wrote Akbar, ,J NJnv 

• ms! In. i n Our of .ill of ilium He committed varilm- ' U life 

disproporljaned acts U.|i,n disced th.it while ji irqm 3j|W« «H.O 
1-iW illvn u Srv n nt s k> gel iiw ajf 1v i tin murdtir, Hi Li sllgh w f l™ 111 tll|l ' , ' w i!d 
were severely dealt with Jhfr tetter, d^hw) b 

Aiiagai went on tu pcaise Birum Khan of plurunmy i. , 

Akbiir those djfee to him "redutfl hi m i 0 soEatuJ^^ P<W1 * iril| n 
AUiar .inured Birum Kiiwi that hi- 'had no design nj . ai[ 
property or honour . but insisted that he should relinquish hi " &llll ‘ 
finest hie troublemakers .»nd send them tn tin. court j a\ n '' ,v “ r; 
these live years, have respected hi? wishes and haw. n, ! i, ? U *N 

recusant, and have not gone bnynnd lus good p t UAauA} ,V !n 

• hat he proposed, whether n was acceptable to hr, ur 1 in, HM | " ln,; 
likewise should at oner submit to this our order, lin d not hr . 
therewith, wrote Afcbiir ■"Whenever he ads acenrding t.. if-,', 'T' 
wc .shall dear our heart with regard lo him and entirely fn! ^ 
Crimes and aftencus And whenever he is inclined to wna and "* 
is occasion for :i. wx shall summon, him lo nur service, ’~..i thai m-, 
nvi '- T him may be removed And a* his services arc sti|] appreciate, | ar 
Approved bv us, Brough he has received a th ..isond favours Pqu .v 
Ihem. we dp.suo that hr. name, which has for years been celebrated Ir , 
ill countnes and aims tor sincerity, dfcvotiwi, obodiencB and re^ikh/ 
mrn not become nolpdous for rebellion, rontumacy and sedition" [f 
hnwi-wr BiramKhan did not submit, \kbar Ihientened io Abolish W 
'rom the earth 1 and quoted on uKpd&itoify cdbpiel; 

WJ j n puffs, a Cad-hfiktt'J lump, 

5ci; /rnr Id hi s mayji Jimn:J 



but it was tod late far Hiram Khan, to back out The die had been cast 
The issue eiiuld now be settled only m the battlefield BLram Khan win 
l-,va been proceeding through Rajas Jinn towards Gujarat Lo take ship lo 
Mccci. now turned course n Bikaner, advanced into Punjab and 
lfld & m 8 his family m ihe fort of Baihmda, moved up to faWhrr, 
intending lo take Lahore 

Ac |a|endhar the Khan s path was Hocked by the imperial .army li 
was by no moans certain how the battle would gn Akbdr dmdnuivd to 
™ liLC " 7TT1 - Penally against 'he rub*: and Atga Khan, wlrnm 
^.:--bar appointed in command the roval army., wag hardly confident oi 
hmLavU. n, sure of his men. Bimm Kbaii had only a few strikers with 
l- : im but as A hi, I Fa/ 1 notes ‘they were of good quality He also 
p ace UHL re iwiicu on -Jic c nv.i] army, as many from an evil dtipesition 
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, j (rt |fc,l(!-fmiguL-.Jni'v, war -.ciLdirR him Inters ‘ Indited, the baltli 
"h'aji m-d F5imm Khan in tls t tdy stag* and he • idd prnl b V h.iu : 
rn th? Jity tf his rlrphanh- had mil gnl hogged Aon n m a pad I fn-ld 
ihc couree of ihi IwlH Hi, it forced him hi retreat Pi... n ooTih, 
jj! i^k refuse in ihe fortress of Tilyfira ir, the ShhVidfk Hdl> 

a jfc rf i to submit win n hr v. k i • awd I • h> unpvn.il fora 
A]tbflr t fcitod ba fallen guardum with prmv. honour and 
■vunnjmitv A-Vlwn ihc (Chan-i-khanati .ipproachcd the royal -.imp. 
M the itmire M by the emporor's order, tb nu.rl tinn. 

' ‘ | conducted him lo the limperur « ih . -a v mart of honour, .vnt. 
Ni.amuddm Ailuv, Ahul KiH ruporth '’with his satred hand nu^d 
Hiram Klinn'h head from the ground of hum) Iw bon and embraced turn 
He took the doth from nv; ned. .m I wiped from his i m ihe u n 
i^i tnfe and the duH of dianif With hr gmdbU;; lip he n*.i 
ibnu, hb health and Kid., him ah on his rigM hand, as had he n th 
rule when Ujram Khnn WEIS pnmi minister.'' 

The wrong that had been done to Bjram fQiab iva-. iJujs right 
h ,_. W4>u ]d be allowed .o ndue with self-] « pact '\kbar ■ Mored Uu:,z:- 
Khan thi'tn pp lions- of s&ymg on a I tbv court is nr vtiu-nfus prune 
riunialer and \kbarV confidcnhiit .idvizpr, of retiring tn any f« ! of ‘ 
choice in India nr of going m pilgninagE lu Mi ct * T.wi * - n:.* rr 
really nnly one- clioice ior Biram Khan He could not possibly slay in 
m ihu Mughal empire in any capacity whutevui. after haw mg 1 -->*• 
dt laclu nili-'r for over four yeflr? He ll id lo leave tor KltfflCfl L 1 1 -l -’.r'- 
iv cud d now be no disgrace m p'-.'ing h vy^uld not :=■- exile li-u den hi n 

Lo ro would be his- , 

I'w'D day? after lus mtelung '-vsd-: Akbar, Bireen Khan look the road 

Lei GUjarafc keachirig P-Uar. ha' encamped. ra them ■ r a \-.- *n\ - 
before taking ship Them vvtuJe on a hd..-i.idn u^ursLon- he iv« 
tragically ambushed and slabbed lo death bi an Afgii.ui g-mir ■■ n a 
peisonai vendetta 'mere was no an*? even to bur} his body uid H te> 
unut tended "m the dust and m h >■ blood till some fakcra an U pom 
men lifted up his bloody corpse and comnutl.'d v to vurtll,'" says Afcul 
Fasti. 

Lt was a tad end Lor a truly great man, Say* Aftul T-az 1 "Bi ram 
Khan WAS in reality a good m.m, an d of u^-hent ^alities 1 and he 
revii d ud-Jn his rectitude and probity, and did Ins work Without . 
wrmkte on the brew of his heart, or .1 knot in the eyebrow m hi.- soul 
Says Eiidiunj, Lo wisdom, ^erierosity ‘•incenty. goodness ol diapasihon 
tubni issivenese, and h ureiii h ha m rpa? wd □ li Th. ■ econd corique , i 

□i HindusLATl ami the building up of Bib empire: were due Lo bid* 
strenuous efforts, his Vftlour add Jus wide pobev 
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Birun KftJhVs camp was ransacked by hfcs asfinssiiw, bm h| h | 



v/,uh rescued, \kkir had them brought to iht outri. he mnrrhni i'i 1 ^ 
Kb. art's widow Sal in i.i 1m: gum. ami Kink on hlltthiHf ihf rnsp lim ! i '|. | | ln||tl 
bringing up die Kiwi'-’ four-yeafeald •rim \L'dur-R.ihim. u-|, . ' ' 

Infer nse in become die highest noble vi the umpire, the Klian^.y'^ 
the verv traiti-cm mice held by bis ftiiher ,j " n, 



Would 
'll. 



WHEN BIRAM KHAN full a hpw power configviratiDn cnianw 
Agfa to ruJi the government, ns Akkir still priduire-d in remain jj’rr, i 
Hit* t. £SlI" He would wait amither eighteen memshs liefere takmg , !■ , r , . 
In the intervening period it was Midnam Anaga who manage ""j^ 
affairs af ihe state Writes Abut Vii/\ ' Tn l rmse days though Bakadur 
Kiirui had Iht- name of Vakil, yet in reality the busmen Was tmrLs.icU,. j 
by MrthflTT' Anapa in who'» knowledge and perspicacity I tie tindji 
for opening and closing all affairs political and imancialj wn^ 
entnisted at tllLi 1 time 

Maharh An, iga was m many ways like her former adyersiry h irnr.i, 
Khan, a sagacious and retiouroifuJ luadnr af men, masterful m. aWifi fc 
always in perfect ^lf-con lHjl. Though she iissidunLi- lv prurrmlad harsdj 
and her own, -he was totally loyal to Akiur and never behaved his 
Interests o? subverted ras will And when at last the lime came inr : 
to depart irom the scene, her ‘iuhimssiori was total .wd Lincjucstioiunii 
But the source of her power was tn lire ly different from dial of Birflm 
Kiian’Si who bad earned his position by hits sere Lees In 'the stale, hunm 
Khan had a power bust? indrpen Jen I Of the emperor Maham Anii^A 
pts-ritaon oil the other hand, was wholly dependent on her persona] 
equation with Akbar hot theirs was n felicitous alkanca, and jI wuul.l 
probablv haVE endured much longer than it did, but Jot tile pravora Ij i i: 
actions- of her unruly son, Adhoui Khan, Maham Anaga herself was 
careful not to give any offence u Akbar in speech at deed but Adham 
Kb, an was presumptuous perhaps even dislnyal Her fat! leas hu 
doing. 

l-arh in %l AM 1 nr. m his fust major Expansion LSI move, had SC;:| 
Adh-im Khan twilh Fir Muhammad as Hlf- second in command] to 
invade Millwa Mdwa was at this tune ruled by Buz Bahadur. a bur 
Pa than who was exception, illy talentr-i m rrUsl’c and dance, Hli- had 
unly a peripheral m t Cites l in ruling ''Musk arid melody, which Hie 
wise and farsighted have employed at tunes of lassitude and duprctisicr 
as ;i mean's, af tightening the mind .ind of dheerfulness, were 
regarded by this sctmndrol us a senous business, and tic spent upon 
itaern .'ll] hit prtH’in 1 1 hpu rn,' ' vvr.les Abul FazL CEnspriously "tlx; 
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, | lir WBB "Jin must accomplished man nf his dny m the fran.* of 
Rn ,nd in Hindi song/ up Nizumuddm. Nearly edited i- 
n m'h.vSur himself was huv mu-*, RuptnaU, a Hindu enchantress 
^ as i^ver Abul PazJ. cunoeMn.. renowned throtighmit the 

^IdfoVhcr beauty nnd Hinrm Oaz Biihadur ww deeply uttncfed l*» 
M^ G d to pciur out heart in Hindi poems descriptive of hi- 
™ , . ,| wa5 an mlalrmBon that would pass into bardn lore and maN 

iii, Irivecs immarliil. _ . . , 

-I-,,. MunhaU: had no difltcnliy in dcJentmg B;iz B.ih.idur 

Sarangnur, Ins capital bn/ Bahadur saved himself by Might 
i^'h/Tvm. aiuill? IV J til hi* other rr?avun.\s, fell to the Nbifinuh 
Rupmati bereft Ihoudi wounded % her bodyguards ^ 

w pntfflalv tfl bike her life] was ser/cd by Adli.im Khan. But ?hi 
rtFELferred death to Adtum Khan's emhrace ‘'From law for Baz 
Bahadur," writes Abul FVl, 'she bravely quaffed I be cup of deadly 
,-,015011 and curried her honour to the ludnen diambers of amndoUtirJil 
B.:z Liahadui-, .liter taking lefugfi m various :nun ■ ini idtng 1 '* *. 
.md once even briefly retfpvocm^ his kingdom, eventuailv ‘■ac.mitLuJ lu 
Afcbar. who, hiawdf n keen patron of mu vie, tr*m . h]m ™ f * 
into the imperial service, he ended Mi days as a coinnumder rfim 
ojui WHS reputedly buried, .ilung with (hr remains nr Rupmati, u 

Uiriiin in a tomb built in the nnddie af a kke 

The Hi v Mr ill of Milw a w as accom pen led by genera I Mau-hi nr l n 
Iht diiv at QIC victory, the two, c.ipL,im> remained on the spot, and haJ 
Lh Q captives brought before them and \mu T after troop oi tham p ■ ■ 

dentil P so tbial their Wood Bowed river upon nver report, Mauni 
xvho was aghast dial even Sayynis nod Sheikhs with the Koran m 
hands were slain. It was a sWfage M a common Mugh|d 
Babur and Hu mayor, iva? guilty of ^uch act,, mf W would 
Ph- Muhammmd offered ah additional defence tr gru night all nc -. 
caprlvEv have been taken what can He dune with them. And ^hen h® 
v.- 1 told ti„it it was not lawful to put co d^iii women arm chi dren. f . 
Muhammad repiSM. "If we keep them for the night wfci will happen 

ts on indication that Akbar disapproved of l''„- butch.'- r-. 
What roused his wrath was another aspeef of the M.ilwa action 
Adham Khan, oi ending to die ^purnr me c.nOi :^ of h e 

•rnnilv veil I u-ntv a few elephELrtE 5 as a token oftenrlg. and k^pt foC bl- 
own Enjoyment most of the taasune, mcludm^ the heaiittful ■•. amen 
Wbn IeU into bis hands En doing that, he violate Mis Mughal custi ’ i 
Of surrendering alL die spoils tn the emperor and recEiymg his rd- , 1 fJ 
. kkm WM n, It l.ikinc Akb.-.r senouil'. 
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Hint infuriated Akbar. and ht srf mil post-haste I rum Ai>r i L | L 
dii' brutal summer heat and was upon Adheim 
In si mcMPrtgur seni by Mahmn Anaga in warn her son jfaikft f r j' l|h ' 

•Vlfinm Kh.m was taken aback by Akkir'k sudden (J| . l ' l:n 
Sarangpur and ha**-™. i to make bis obdisiwee ku w.i, ,{ 
Akbar would not evun nccypt tike change pf dress uftcri-i I k v fk/yS 
Khan. Soon however Mahnm Anaga herseJf arrived in Midw.t |<i 1M ' 

her hoi- headed -no gin up I he spoils and Uiu-.. prevent any Vlush" 1 ^ 
Afcfasif Eifii Llitiri Adhaiin Khan managed ip apprapriaiu fn r liinis^ 
the buitJr of Akbar r s return march, two special beau tie-. " ^,| 1Q , ln 
already been shown io kkhnr 'Alien Akbar found LUi_- yirl^ m]Sf;E | 
hahed the mnrrh nnd ordered .1 search, b le I Mu ham Anajja had {\ V ,, 
quietly murdered in prevent AlJ him Khan being round cuiliy AkV-' 
tactfully ignored I he crune but the Mjslwa episode i me lured ih' 
relalifiTt-li ip butwi-vh VklMr and Ju* Instpr-molhex. Sntm, nnnLlni'r mcidehl 
wnuld SUndur it 



HVK MONTHS AFTFR hi^ return trom MoIum, Akbar mndi Hjs ; . lPVl 
move hi November L St- 1 he removed .VluJlim Khan ,1 confident ti( 
Mail am Anapa from line office of Vakil and appointed Alga Khar, 1 ,. 
tli- post Hus iprlallod Mali am Arngu's power and set the alage for r 
next an m the drama Kl.iham Anaga herself was fil'd mod I'.' fiend with 
the wind bul AJhaiti Khan, who h=d he.-n iL-callud (rocn taahw 
wanted to force 1 I he issue 

Ad ham Khan considered \lga Khnti thu villain nr rhi piece., i.nrl 
loinLed oft him m fury .'And one sweltering mid-M.iy ilftemonil ei 1562, 
when Akbar was resting in l be- harem and the chief officer.; of ihi= suite 
wen; in .in adjoining bat transacting business Adluim Khan swaggered 
in with .1 Jew cronies and strode up threateningly h Alga Khari h ■ 
hand on hub dogger Ah Atg?l KJlOn nut irepuLlinp. any nutrage Lil tile 
myal palace, rose to greet Adham Khan he was wordlessly sobbed <r. 
the chest by one at Adham KhrUi s men The . mir hind to save lumself 
b> xurmirig uut. hie was chflbed and sir n. !l down,, jnd he fell dead in 
Hie caurtyatdj on a heap of I me which 'tad been collected ihere lc-r 
building purposes, 

AstOiliahin gly , no Due preiwjnl, en. -fier amir nnr guard,, dn: iv Ills 
■-V- ord again* I he felons A nr did An 1 ,' one move lo stop Adham Kli.ul 
f 'hun n&, sword m hand chmfitd ihe steps from the Inill to the iiuEer 
balcony that gilded the iinrem Bul , 1 s - Aclh am Khan Snei to push ml-' 
tbs haiem I h rough one of the doors, he mpl with the hM cheek— ihc 
eunuen on guard there shul ansi L'lilfcd the door 
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. Akbar, who wait asleep, bul »vln^* fortune, an Abut 

1 ^ Tit* it, w .15 JW'ik.-, slarled up Oft hearing ihv hubhab. When he 
V ^X.\ svll.ll ihv mallei W.iv. Kafiq. ML r,l l errant Of (he rnid 

T 1 ;„h,-i had happened and bhtuyed turn Ihr. tpanpled 1.0^ in hw 
,llTI ‘jjd At tha kj >ghl Bfe itiiii'dlerLid fosler-fadiet, Akbar s blood 
imjncd lately cmnrjjcd Jrmn the h i?bth. wrapping .1 chvtli 
?® b Lj hirnsL-lf A si h<? passed ihrou^li Ibe door, s handed h-im 

ir^Lj^nn,, w *m & h«d ^ ^ 

ipfnoii .1 .«m« hr saw Adhnm Khan “landing ,ii » dw» 
i-mburinE to be Jet in> ond Mmde op to him "'Von Hnn-ul-.i-bjli m 
J fjtffrirjT why have you killed uur AtgeJ' ha l»llmVsrl r hw aumuj 

L u d voice even luudcr now in anger- H £» hand rta.v on his sivord. 
■\dJiam Khan mumbled an answer and grasped Akbar s band 1 -. 
'i nm him, bui Akbar wrenche-rl Ji.s hand iruu md '-ma'd.- J t 11 ' 
Adhfljn Khan s fo« tvlth .uch force that hu Mul.n-.id l h - in 
■ L-unud like piguoTi" and fell uncart scIdlu the blow left h marl- hk'- j tbai 
n mace-wcHind on Adliam Khan s fare. 

Akbar ordered Adham Khan to be bound and thrown duwii irum 
. hL , harem Larraei* But dv.t did not kill him, pcrhufi:- liecau- . the lit ' 1 
ut Lhfi terrace was onlv about eight fr-oi — ' height of it man ,md a ha 
. m Ahul Fail or because ihc Seiyants wore timid So ha was haul. ,i 
up md flung down again, th& ^ beadloog. ^0 drat hr 5 neck 

broken and hiS hroulf. d L^lroyed 

The news of die fray *#i reached WaW Aittga, w hn was Jy ig 
01 fi, her house, buL nppamnlh she was; Lold only Ih^t Adham EOan 

bad haul jjnpnSOPed. not that he n.-d been uMrcuted bliu mmedmlel 

gJh'ni t- Lhe palace, perheps I oping -urn her sol rok-n: - Ak ■ 

told hurt "Adbntn Khflrt killed l,,i Atgu, m baw millers n.-l.dinbon 
upon him." She -aid quietly A'ou did wNl Kh nad 

1 L nrobab Iv dirt not 1 hen legisl cr 1 n hr 1 m md d,al vdhj n Kh.m had 
been JoUud. But even when she learned the truth * after -hu did 
not complain or lumenl. bul she became imvardly funded oya 
Ihou'-uj ,d h fatal blows 1 - wya Abul Peal Itm ualour left her face -Kl 
W anted 1" geu Lhe body, but Akbar forbade that -"‘h he did m carts, d« 

It bt 1 ha t she should see hur snn in ihrt cunditinn. Maham Aiyiga never 
reared fi'ncn lhe Jmck mid t urf,w of Lhe Incident, ana forty day. 






THUS ENDED CNF, phase ni Akbar * Life. „nd anolher m began h- 
,i yjnac, the new g§|* had already lx-gun Four months seta re U.u- 



IS 
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I'Vdbam Kh;in epis^’d.^ Aktitr h,id gone nn a i^ritriag e tn a 
'.■n liie way had received Lhc ham<i£r af Raja Bhcim M G | nJ - l ? 1 ' T , ' 11 
uni Ramuit chieftain. and aaT-Dt-i:] r .i, .' LlT| i’ l| -T, 



cm the 

prominent gwraut chieftain. and accepted the raja's offer of t 
dnu^hlBr't liJnd. Hit! tnamnpe YfjUS perlonmied .\l Satiltihilt. 
way back from Ajmer. 1 1 ' 

There Wps nothing uru.su?, 1 un dm r.i]aS nfji?r. nen Ml ■ 
■iccepmncp Tim custr-m. of Hind.it I'ubrs offering choir dini | ^ 
mama go to MusEim nllers, though not common 'hijfc been v'j -, 11 
India tor sroeral ran tunes Yet ■Akbar'h iharriage with the it [IT" ' r 
Amber is significant, as pit e.irlv u idi. aUr.n at his evolving pg£ 
rr-LiciinLis edectkLE.Tn Confirm- to the usuii! practice of tin- sutt-i^ i 
allowed thfi‘ pniuress to ramnin a Hindu and to nuintiun ,l 'T n | 
ihrinE 1 in thu rOysl palace and he himself occasLonail) partirimil d U 
the pUfn she performed. Ir ' 

Akbar was now twenty He hnd swept away his past. h,. w 
rrjfldv for the future 



l y.> 



Chapter Five 



THE EMPIRE 

takes hold 




Earth Hunger 



Kin m aiicH SHOULD be evut in tout on conquest." Akbar 
" 1 1 1 ! I‘i* ■ i w ia'e i ' i-nv-nm^ tite urns a&ajtot hem The army 

JSS8A55 m 1-1 Jrd’tn -in, tf « 

Peace, Akbar Mitwd, etwld be «etfWd nntv by 

•' ,i| K .f '□II-', Jit jusit I- d hi -:.in,|.i- ■ I Aim mil.lfiAri ,i^m(]na • 

£ L Abdullah KKni U** « r«.lml*jm mnnar • 

■rr Mv conti Li F "d i -J chd not prated from tnlf-i-nLL md 

i- -v/ e had na nb|cct except to bu kind to mortals,- and to ototerttt 

lhL ' 3^W rather llw. dujfc tor ^ 

all toteitonl r,l.,pm L .,lK v-Y much a mth ■** ,1 

:;. lHri ,d clnvim hv iMTlli Hunger ;ind blttod Hurst Kin^ fed Ph land. , 
wiiJ llw si.^iuKinee A great mnnirch ftefeaanjy had Mf* to t? a 

St ivornor. tor milt# !te was ^ cKg KlU pJ f3L ' 1 ^! * 

i-iV vuecfskil an 111? Ihii.ijif Afcbsr ihereidte spent ;= Rood F • 

csSm® he enpyed « * to '«*** 

huntmE a perilous spar*, and often' perspnaliy IW <to ^1^2?*^ 

nier Mu^l ruler, notion fttot *** * 

I:ulia, Policy dictated WAesi but war. w 4™ * P 1 ^ 1 ' ffti ■ - 
Explosive energy ofouaefeitad Akbar b reign. ^ l=nic 
tnpk pSr^die MMl gavL'mmui -,1 unhJ Hi* dMtt* ^ ^ )*** 

Stsr^itaP^. «s»b- ■'-■ d ' [ r k 1 ••y*» ,v 

^ „JLs nr §tamu r Jipmll Ws neighbours «ta* the ««'r- 

^sste&ssr **« * 

_ iiuir when Aimnr, Gwalior .iild Jaurvpur were annexed 

SgS^SiSS Mni-lndpnw- <V> W*fc ■« “ -Lones frt 

Babur' 'had once Jdcd—i -broad hand of bmd ** 

IrtLl-v^anepbc plain, Irani AfghmiShtn in the- extern border of modem 
IJ M „ ['rflSsh The empire wiiS stiLL n IuivlI', small. Ji V abD " ■ hu: ' 
~i xvhat II would be at the rmli 0, Akbni^s rtiyn though M ' - ^ ■'-'■■ 
y, e janrLecit ,u-d the most poweptol SUte in llw subepntmen - Inc J. 
W , X H at Hits time itr^ented mto over twenty kingdoms 

tn |^1 r- iDOll die fall Ot Bil'nm Klurc Akbar annexed Unto □ 



run rMrfttfe takiih iiol.n 



This wai fnlltiived in 5564 by the invasion nf tin 0( j; !ai 
kingdom ruled (tw rejitmli by Rant Durgnvnli. j lu^ nci ' ' ' l 
queen Akbnr did nut personally land these cian-pai;.. i; i , u ( (l 
into action when a powerful clan of Uzbeg pros im ^ | c | lieK ^^""R 
in rebellion In two decisive campnigni., m M&lwa ,ird Uih ^ ^ 
crushed the rebellion, but pnrdonett Els leaders, hoping " 

them Bui ihey misinnl tu». magnanimity for v i.'ibu.^ SfJ lf , l ' 1 '' 
quell, their uprising 1 wenfld hmu Ap L un hr- pardraied them Bu.[ 
Uacbpjp wl-w? incorrigible and they resulted ,1 llurd time nm- connniLij ' 
the ultimate ireascinnbte act of proclaiming Muhammad Hakur. ■. | [, ^ 
step-bruthefj as ihesr king Sunultetieouslv ihu Mirras, n 
Akbiir''- distant cnw5m& who held impnrhnnl fiefs- near Agrn hi 
m rebellion. Ihat exhausted Abbot's pnlience In the ensuing bmtlc ih 
Uzbcg chieftains were slain and several of the rebel leaders trarnp In I h 
death under elephants Hit Murzas wllu driven oui tl f (j 1c t[lVl|!l 
Meanwhile Ubas also had lo steal with lice, brother H kim \.. r , 
governed the province ol Kabul ns a virtually independent ruler v > 
susceptible Lo the .enticement of the rebel 1 - because of flip vexbiir 
contrast between his tiny domain and the vu^t empire nf Akhar |, 
November i5hA lie crossed the Indus into Punjab,, dreaming of i.-urpm 
die Mughal I brow nr at least set/.mp Punjab Hill Li Was iJll- p ri ,/ 
envy mi her than drive nf ambition that spurned Hukim Re teas, ,m 
matt n for Akhar and he timely slunk back L • Kabul w lien the . mpcmi 
advanced against lum into Punjab 



AKBAR RETURNED TO Agra hum those i-ampaigiis in rmd-|uh i"n7 
bm was nn the march again ivuhm a few weeks, tlvis time against 
Mu war m Rajasthan ruled by Ran a Iddm Singh, son of R.ioj S^ngC 
tvfewar was strategically imporLoiil to Akbur, as it lay an the, remit- bum 
Agra to Gujarat and thu Deccan. Besides, though most other Raj pul 
kingdoms had lamely accepted ,-Vkbnr's suzerainty, the Ran.i stood 
aloof proudly, insisting on special privileges, .Vud tins hampered the 
^an'Mjmrnatsnn pi Akbai'A i, uLvuin Raj pul ppUry. hy which he seiughl 
to bind Hie rajas to him as hL=. loyal '.'ansa Is 

Udili Bungh'i eiatm Jnr pretogdliVi. - Was based on the unique, stahiS 
the Ramis of Mew or enjoyed among ibf Rajputs'; Idle [tena finyt 
lahangir 'was the gruatesi of the rajas r.if Hindustan 111 the i.i|ai 
and rai.s ni ihv country have acknowledged him. and ins aneestuts In e 
Lhejr duel and head, the Ron as prided themselves ns the emhcuiimeni 
liJ Rajput valour though this claim *■. !■,. ba.Ced, a^ ."-uch claims usual!'.' 
irv: f on ,i mound nf myth iind n pinch of truth She Ranns Were nnt ' 
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, r,,., rnecinr feuds were as common in Mewar as Ln any 

■ 1 P lirL A nn A ihe princes nf Mew at hiid nn c^mpuncLim. 
"‘ r , 'iiVmuVhKniiini? mien:- ddu'dim or flmdid agamht llnir 

^ ! ' . m ' l tn Akbar ton xs 

ln d Cd MCW s()n d udai WM m altendacico on 

by fc' & 'be inmiliememimL Of the emperor $ 

A^. 'n Wh'nl Mewar demanded of Akhar WflS pndemiih.iJ 

iidirpendtnLC— lh t kl ^ f^P 1CcJ *** 

i^atmLnt, _ P ^ nr aKough he Wri willm ?: to wnd h^ 
r^'^rt) and h,- itjpuLBlsd ,M hr «h»W «K »« . M«. W 

Sld K to'h„ m «t>I 'hr til. 'I""-" ™ tW15 

Jfl1 U . M e w II bride was tif little nterwt to him. ^uch nuii,i,' • 

- a way of scalmg alliance* what was imporjant 

--P-il';;,,,; lL ,. r ^ , ?r „i riot &£ menn^ m which II Was DlEi 

V f Tn t Attend on the empernr m p&m ^ 

t0 ;T U D n riv m lit' (but porha^ nnty half in jjUflt) ^rked to 
" JL oh kliat tlioLh other Rdjpul duaK had paid their n -p.-ct:- m him ^ 

‘ ' a . , . unH Hm 'tbierefi^ hu prnpi h wm- 

i i hi. rimerlh |.‘" Mat and RalfH, find I ink lOtogT. m Hi 

» m <m m* «*“ *- 

SM ptt:i r ' a i;-n e «;SUy W **- m mm 

ChJi w. 1 diinrull fort tt. mm, BW ‘1 w« no, 

h d rallcn 4o Afeod^i mi ,<“y ,r 'f r “Tr 

ruLi'nlh to BAbailir Sllih (if d*r.l T1 k- P»«M> * CbywgWg* 

‘ f l i_ i , . 1 1 i . Q , 1 1 bcl n ,1 m UW ud ilnwn by Enemy RrC Akbtl r, I U-n 

£ffi2fbS5S^S!*fi4' * dWiniity by taMog a «,jpfc 

»md» alW ^ »hU, 

'I,",;, i-f I he hill i a muskul shol dl-Unncc from ttte fort waits,. ,Uld 

ZJ* X up m n^mmoth tephfe finally to bito Wo ^ fort 
jUike-J her J lh far g k wajF , <Ln ,| rnDts nf planks fo en d ivrth 

wall Ttiv ■■ ■ f - i-„ lA( q anoueh tor tun 
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horsemen, In ndt= ahrejmE. and high enough Un a 'a n-,^ U1| , r 
with L.pcar in hand i- pass under it*, coyer. ac nrijiiie h ' ' !' I'h.im 
Some SOOT) men were engaged in building [lie snf W ( v h U | L ''' k1j1|lni 
5 km and hd/.,mluu - More than .1 hundred worker i v ^ 
d*y by enemy fire, though they were protected by buU-Jud "V — ^ 
Scnritytiii-i.'i- ihere wore- dreadful accidents, such as when iwn ^ ^ r,! " nL - 
were set to go oft simultnm'nuhh' near < ich oth.br under ll-.i 11 |L 
exploded oris? alter ihe ntlier,. because the fus® wen- ni ^ P U ' 0 ' *'■ 
sftjulbfd Slims S00 r spi'L-].iJlv fe]ette;d soidleptf' Who had ru^.v' ’ 
the breach opened by ihv firsi esploslori were kilh'd m . . irr " 
euplosinn, which, fljsys Mnulnnn Ahmad, -"blew friend and Fi& 
ini ' the air ‘’•■altering their limhs in ill! dlrechopn r]|, L '! '' 

qiiflitlLli£y Lif dust and smoke prevented all movement in tlie iino^i 
army feu a lime: stones corpses, and limbs Jell from If,,. , jLr 
eyes of the soldiers were injured 

Wli.nl finally ended the K.iipirl fESjHtance was ,1 Lucky s ttoi 1 
Akhar On ihe night of Tuesday 23rd February IfaK. Akbiir (-vim wv 
a crack shut, happened to notice- in ihc- Light "of the flashing of Hie fi T(! 
of the cannon and guns", n R.uput nf c peouenct? at fl | 

111 the tori. ^erdsmg the repay** Akbar did not know who the nij 
was hut he lilted his fofcowita gun, Siingriim^giin? bad name;. ,■ 
Lliu'ri * days— and shot him down The man was Jai Mai, Uiu ]Wh yi 
general t 

Prpspnrlv Ra|pul soldiers began to withdraw from “he lamparLs 
and smoke could be seen billowing up from ihe fort—ti w.i?. Rn|.i 
bh.-igiv.in LlJsr explained to Akb-zj , jriuhar. 11 the last nivhi] W Lrifnjr 
which Rajput despair uffera tn honour and the god*," Janitor mean! 
Uial trie Rajputs were conceding defeat buL it did nol mean Hun they 
were giving up the tight As ihc* Mughal- -tomnod into the fan, the 
hiUle rajy-.-d tm .irecl by street and house by house each Rajpul 
fnihtini; till be fell, hiking with him as many * 1 the ujHimv m, he umiJH 
seeking lionqurahle death Among shi= defundure, only the metr-pnaijr 
mu^ketpem from K- Lip : ahnnl n IhouCrUid of I hern manfiged Id escape 
from the fort, by bind (jig their wives and JuIJrim and driving t hero 
hell ire them as i| they Wars canttlVs, so as to pass, Lift as Mu dial 
SuldLUHi 

Akbar, 'LiriDus nt. the bitter resistance he fared, and nffrunlcJ hv the 
lock played. ■ him by ihe E< il p i marksmen, ordered .1 general massacre 
n llie Fort, which ceased only fur lack 01 victims Some 3tt P 0Cf[} peapln 
mcisLly peasants who had taken refuge m thr* fort, fvurc slaughtered 
accord mq lo Aiml Fnyl but H-. 1- p reliably a vastly inflated Jipirc 
Badauni simp I v nlate.s lliat 'e it; lit Ihousand valorous Rajputs were 
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1 W iHi,iut men ht mini; ihc pen-ronto kilk’d According to \h 1 im ihil 
artiDiikl; oi Jame?T Tod, Akb.ir had ihe jtantd thready uf ihp 'slain 
collected uufplu’d, 1 m estbant# the mimber killed— it wcifjhL-d over 
2 1>] kilograms! [Tie ulnughter was nol rnorety: vengeance Thtrr was 
also a polfey behind it— the gre^rr the n: iM.irice, the grraLer this 
' r , ' tali. Itjcvn. was the- Mughal rule tn strike terror In potnntul id er a fit 
.tnd cripple ft will to fight 

\\dr,V' lu-mamed in Timor far three day. Ih n returned tn Agr.i 
Wlw^i to commemvnrate ibe vidnry. In- Met np r at the gates nf hi* foit, 
..laSLi'c. of hi Mai and P-rilr- mnunl- d n elepbinth, Whal Lt -mnifier i 
not clear If A was. meant to honour their valour H wa:. an fdd 
c omplsnuint, '□ ivpreherl the Rajput lierwi ; • Imperial gill : ■* par- 
Clul' -r #ll : tell into decay Thu Mughalfl iarbadv Llm repair of U ■ 
for tifica bans, and in the course of time Urn tort tumed into a dense 
un g[ f . r ] l0me to tigers and other wild animals, and a refuge /or hermd 

Udai -'inph never again ventured nul ■ 1 iu:- mountain rc-Jirgv 
Akbnr Lot him be. But hostltlfies broke ouC again <so*m aNm the :n rh 
ol : the Ran, I In 1572 Udiii Smgh's aon at d 5 uogcm r Pnitap Singh « 
initially in alined tn he submissive to AJdwr, and iiud soon ntttr lus 
accession sen! Ills son A mar SuigJi lo \h-. Mughal cnii.rl Ihou.qh he 
!nnv elf, like his preducessohs; refused Id sen-e m pcr&urt Akhnr mMsk l 
lh L ii tht Rana ^hriuld suhmn p&reoniJIy I non* wort other imtan^ r. q 
Akbiit. an obfes?ive called or of ctephiinls, ltd JuiotlI much about 
great Otephant nemiod Ham prasad =n the Rana's possessian, and > is 
koen in acquire it, bul she Ran a, nmirary to nurnml murti'rv. dee tint'd 
td present it Further, when Raja Man Singh rmpcnal :ommandor amJ 
□ dose fneml of Akbar, viusled LfdaipUr the fbni shglired birr It 
refusing lo receive him in pereon or tn c ? d with bum Fhe Rmm w ai- 
reported to hv sbengtiiening his Fori-- a hostilu ad 

evidently 1'ratay Sm.Rh mu.in1 to abandon I ieiher's passive 
policy and rostuni? war. desiring AS- R'lip 111 ^ tards -■ m! r Sii i|! ' 
moElttirn Till Ik resplendent'". Thai braughl thv Mughai ftirees fritek mtn 
M Bivirr though Akbar did not himselF lead the .inny In the enm Jag 
war tlie Mughals wnn nearly all the engagement 1 ; bften lnilid.-rg 
rerritiW slaughter dli lire McW (iris; even LJiiaipii; WAS laki?n, .rid Pr.it p 
Cii ng h had to tlee tor safety ever deeper into llie .ungLe beyond tht 
ri’rc'h of the Mugh.il*. But he never fjr^ E up And Ihe Mughak despite 
,lh I he battles thuv Ivon, could not crurh [run The Rajputs simply 
iCatceTcd into ttie jungle Wtlien dcfeatEd. to Strike .it;nir at their 
ionviimeitct frying Lo tubtlue the MeWanS wav like trying ro I ether 
I he iv md So the d,efiulti>ry war anigged on ui terminably, and would 
end only in In]5, when Amur Singh. Pffttii.fi Singh A successoc 
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surrendered to Jahangir, Akhisr'R successor half 1 rentu™ u 
first invaded Mowar ‘ 1 er 

Fra tup Singh'* war a^imst Akbzu- is often, regarded J5 ] 
ft." 1 1 p ; 1 1 honour nr ityeti for Hindu honour li v.'os } Tarc [|, J-t 

ftuna s army wns nni all Rajput or even all Hindu in , L;iri , „ ' '' 
Uicrc wen? several Afghan chiefs ui hi* army, and bne of 
Sur,. distinguished himself in die greatest battle n| u,.’ ' 

i ■ ii ■ i. “ - iV .Vi iL 



■■ngagrmeni .ft Haldighat in Imnu 1576 And nn ihp MUf-hA *j]‘ 
arrayed the Cream M Rajput noluhly, 1 he princes of Am her' |i* r ^ ' r 
Bundi . ■■• en tth Rana% own brother S&guraf was with the ^ , ' 1 

tifTimh Til -VI p i « ■ n mnl .irf w i-. mrm.inh- n Iu-iKi . .. 



Hugh .rl-Me war conflict was primarily p fight t'oi powev, 
ary two kings Honour was certainly involved, tell it wa* 



honour of Prstap Kn^h nol Rajput or Hindu humour 
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VifTTHlN MONTHS .AFTER the fall of (Jislnr. Akb&r W ag lvi,-| 
Rajasthan, besieging Ihe grinil fnrt of Ranthambhon held by ,i <j^[ 
Lhe Runo of Mcw.Tr The lorL was reputed to be one of the strong 
India but is defenders offered unU j token res tetonce, noil w.intiriv I!, 
*uftrr the fate of T In lor And Akbar who hud by then come to rUn,.^ 
Rajput valour, offered I hem honDiliage terms 

Terror is at Cfutnr '-vfh very much a part of Akbar' s pnlu:v . but ., 0 
was m.igniimmtly The two i ere complameotary means to achieve tte' 
samu goal of integrating tliu Rajpute into U=l- Mughal empire Akbar 
recognized that while the Rajputs could be traubicsome ns arftagonLsb. 

Fra tap Singh ire, tliuy could be invaluable a? allich. sLrorig ivli«k 
ibr the Mjigha] empire lo roll on Furthermoru, n ivas importpm hr 
Akbar Lu wm Raiput allegiance and broaden die mill ten, and poll tied 
ba«? ot hi? power, a* □ counterpoise to die groiying antagonism of 
orthodox Muslim? Inwards Jiim. 

In bmad terms, Akhar s Hindu policy was not ttppr cc Lid Luted 
X'vuml Muslim rulers before AStbai had asspriah’d Hindu cfaHltLins 
with Lb err govern muni, .-rid ihe practice of Hindu rajas offering irur 
daughter* m nMrriage in siiliwpi ip cement political alliance? yms 
knnivn even under I he DcLhi Sultanate In the Deccan, Deo Raj 
V L|ayanngjir had married i daughter to Firu.- - Shpji, Bahmihi, and 
M uk and Ran Mdrathn. lhe Raja ol Ed., ir. had given hi* sister in marnagt. 
1o "tusuf Add -Pin die fir.ni Sultan of Biinpur Similarly, Mai dev ol 
Min ™ hjd niarrifld □ daughter to Sultan Mahmud of Gujkmh and 
anothur to Kl-arri Shah. 

Ak.iai tOO-k several Rajput prmcr-f*L?? in mamage and so did hr- 
■-.cins the Ltutriitive fur such alliance-? invariably came from the tap? 

\U 
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(hftiiselvEfl, for they . ah vmsal kings, had much to gam from tmks Jlh 
Jl,t. i m pun ill family And poLucal cjcpeditmty made marriages 
^pectable far (he Riijpni Especially .is Akbar had Hindu proclivities 
and allowed hif Hmdu wives m purfemn ttieir ru.^tnmary rites m lhe 
i pyul palace Though ritfba] and xt-hgious cttnsiiewlico re imporhinl 
m the Middle Agus, l hey wutu never .i* impeftam jh pulitmal 
considenidoriis. Religion subserved piihbo. 6jgri£ficandy, a* Mugh.il 
power declined such □Liian> ■ wased, Aurang^i/b' gi - ent-grand:.nn 
pamikli-Myat'*'! mamagi? with tin- daughter nF R.na Apt Singh uf Marw ar 
btiiny thu Inst- 

-plit special vibrancy of Akbar* Rajput polk y wa Ivm-rl Irciui If < 
bond of rapport and mutual admiration between him and the Rajput* 
l he Rajputs wew a proud pcnple teudu ahnut hemour I i. 
umderstocid this and heaped honours oh them. .,l that as impend 

nfficsrs tliuy come to enjoy even greater prestige than a: Inpnndrnl 

chlefimns He treated the mp* a* trusted roiTirades m irm- mri : 1 
teemed members of lhe ruling elite, and conferred -11 them 
prerogative; etijoyed only by the hi id i eft amir of flu -mpErv-'lw--- 
were pennltted to go u;j to :he outer gate of the Cs1l1k.Ii I bualing 
kj'tljcdrLima niid ride armoii LO the public durbar haJ TUi wen: 
assigned to mount guard at ihe [mpunaJ palaeo, all SLgnel hunour* 
The KajpuLs benefited greatly and Inst littte by submitting to 
.\khiir for though their d.imam wen; annexed to the empire uhs-. 
iveri. normally given back lo Ihem .,- CVMn (hertdJlaryJ .-ii/irs v m ii 
i hey could bequeath to their successors Tim ajas were iidi h wcvei 
M.lnnamous rulers Their sucrcinsurs had Id be approved bv the emperor 
Lind invested in office by him by pnsmting them with n c-jcmonial 
dress and putting du? tebj, the verm il ion mark, rm their U rehead* 
Further, Mugh'aS admuusbabvc reguJahonp npplii^ to thv domains of 
the rajas as to any other part of the empire, and live revenue freir their 
binds was adjusted against | heir saJoriL;- fhe rajas, for all iheir pn ik.E-e*. 
were nnt kings, but onlv mipenal officers 

The rajas did not mind Losing mdeperutenes, for in die prortis they 
gained freedom from the const rioting dan politics of Rajasthan fh.Eur 
power was no Longer depundont on lhe support pf their feuding dan 
chiefs, thuThakur* and thiilr thrones, protested, i> imperial au thou hr 
were sate from the madunalions of thesr rlv ,sis within ar enemies 
without On the whole, being ii Mughal amir raised rather than lowtn d 
lite- -iature of lhc rajas, .ind 'In? wss reflected in the pomp ird 
solemnity drey now assumed, White lhe Iraditionj] Rajput durbar was 
nn IntemiiiL casual apsemblj 1 of rear equals, it now m iimiration of the 
Mughal practice, became l fVimiai affair rugul,-i tc^l by elaborate court 
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etiquette- The people of Rajasthan (cm battled, ,u, the \i....... , 

pciicc CO their land and introduced i reJativelj 'AM? n, In, ^ bruu £h| 

Porhsps the greatest benefit for the rap; was thai! h'"'l'. ' !r ' l|,;Jri - 
Imperial, service, they were able in break oui of t]ie mjifi/ ^ ^ 1llc ' 

desert Nameiand and range over I he ti-ngth L ind brendLh .'If'j 7" IJl,1|r 
to crass the Indus weStoard, which they had rot done ;m P : ev, ‘ :i 

die Hmdujihiihi kingdom i v; 1C1 yearn earlier. tn'sfead nf bp ^ 
cliieftaUte, they n aw taum; cnramandere at ,3 grand imperiaLenr, ^ M '' 
and their W&jgi l ruk ' expanded ekponiwfiiilly further, 
enjoyed mawics several tunes grimier ban wliat they li.id l 
from then- and unccf-tral lands/far ihey wom assigned. M j'jp '' '' 
their nmfon |agus r lands m nrher provinces in make* up ^ 10 11 h 

/he coins nf Amber especially bermhk-d ln:,m Elmir dose 0 * 0 ^ 
with the Mugbflls, and acquired immense wealth and p* wer or IP 
twenty-seven Hnjpub m Ahul Fazl's list ol nuinsabdars. ihir^.,,’, " B 
111 die Amber ■ Inn. mid some of them rose to positions 'n^y lV 77 
as those of the imperial pieces Raja Bhagwum Das, for insianoe 
became a commander of MOD and hnjv ihe proud hUu Arnir-ul-Um ^ 
St hid Noble), and his adopted son Raja Man Singh, rose even |, U 'P 
to became ?i cnnmnandtr oF TElQQ. ■ tT ' 

nil- dual policy of Akbar inwar ds die Rajputs— of high reward lor 
liiOMj whn submitted and relentless pressure on those who opposed.— 
paid rich dividend*, and saan all ni Rajasthan came under hii control 
c^.: P t Fcii ihe hilk where Fratap Stogh lurked Around the n'm, 
Kantliamhhor submitted, Kalinjar. where Sber Shah had met his neme^--. 
surrendered tu the Mughal;., within three months,-, fiidhpur Bih-n-'r 
ajid Jaifialmer alsu submitted, with the royal families of fodhpu'c a5 .„-| 
Jahatmer offering pc mousses In ilie Mughal harem 



AFTER TI if. ME WAR campaign Akbar was militarily inactive for 1 
couple or yours, whde l-.u was busy with rhu coftfitroctim nf Ins new 
capii.it ni m.stj rhun iv- was un the mnvu again Hu fir^t target Was 
Gujarat, .3 kingdom lying m die CT onk of the Mughal provinces of 
kapnstban and MaLwa, and alluringly rich from its flourishing overseas 
Lradc Akbar could claim. Gufaral ns hie patrimony f for it was once, for 
n shor; white. a provide of HumayunV empire. Thu possession of 
'oUli-;,-., was of wune importance to the- MughaL as il was tile iul gate 
Ide pE&ntro from the empire going to Mecca But the immediate and 
uorrii □ ir.g reason for Akbars action was that thu rebel Muzas, who 
ha “ F** 0usi > keen driven oui of Hindustan, were now ur-urnting oui 
Lit a h.:s‘. ni ^ouihmn GujucbL Moreover, r.ictionai squabbles Ji .id 
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. ben out in Gujarat nt this lime, and AJth.ir had received an nn itahotl 
Ertirri a clique ta Gniar.it to lake over and nstara order in life stfttfe 

Akbfi-^ from Sikri in tlic first week of Jub. 1572, bunting 

iJs-ht Ike wa" as usual Tie moved nn ' -.ly.- AbuJ Fa/d. luintmg -Uld 
administering Jufttas «s he went/' It was a bsiiurely Jim" ■' 

jh excursion, which look nearly five monlhiv (o rtiach Gujarat Akbar 
m u 1 With hardly any recislrnite in the kingdom Mu/nrrnr bhilh. the 
took to hvs tier- 1 b in terror ,i 1 tin Mughak approarhed Alim idub.id, 
taj pivA5 raughr hiding m a com Field he was pcnu-m.'d nfl bv Akbar 
with n small allowance 

Eruiv Alunadabad. Akbdr movod South In Ji <1 • 'ith ttic Mn. . 1 n 
the way, lie hailed for .1 while a! Cambay, where lie. Iik<- Huiuuyun 
befurc him,, sel eye nn the sna for thu first limn, and men went cm a 
pleiisun? cruise. Hu Majestv hoarded . fast-moving bu n and nrdi red 
rhas an Ad^fclbly of pleasure ind nrjiiyment be amingc-d -" 'd 
-gave himself up to a drinking boul ll mm." reports Muhunimiid Anf 
QnndiiJ’i.in. After ji ivuck-long seifbtim .il Cnmbay, Akhar punhe-d on 
auamd Line Mira.i- it wav during I his phase 0 ! the canl j' 1 ,! I pp l - .I tin 
demonstrated for the flail 1 nn his aivaome intrc-piditi when hr wilh 
n contingent of just about oat hundred men, charged into & ihouspd- 
stroiuv farce of enemy and suali.-rcd them by Hu sheer ferocity nt 
ihe aiinult Thufs,. driving the Minnas beton 1 him, Akhar advanced mto 
Sural, the command ul capital dfjGuja rat where he received Phrfugi^ 
envoys and. IJL the words of Ahui F.izl, showed '-.indnclir to that CKW 

of savages" 

Akbar llien left Jus lavourite foster-bnstoer .Az-i/- KnMi wliiBgovemm 
nt Gujarat tuid returned to Sikn early m iurni ,r ''' Fu commcirtL'r.ito 
tijs victOLies bu renamed hikn : ie Fatehpur (City or Victnryj anil 
1 uriFtojcte\l there Hie monumuivtal BuEand Danvaai, il •• m.ijL- hu gatena 1 , 
0.1 the Jams Magld But I, was cnSebnliing toe sqon Fhu trouble in 
Gujarat was not yet over, 5 dc& oiler hu h.--d left the province, the 
\hna£ sallied forth again, threatening ever. Aiirnadabad 5o. aft- tartly 
Three months 11 1 Falehp.hr ^kn. AkXtof seL out again fur Gii|,mV 

This lime bu did nnt tarn an the way, but sped to Gujarat . ith a 
;ma ll force ni 3(XHJ ca- aky, and covering the EOHsilom^re distance in 
lust eleven days, surprised and rciuted the Evlirzas u. ■ sharp angagum ni 
blew their leader, erected 0 tower ut severed tlniimy bends id the 
hntilefLBliL tod was back in l-ntehpur 5^1 early in Oct VI’-:. L571, niter 
aemg away lor just forty-three dny.- He- then sent Rn|,i =udar Mol lu 
Gujflrn 1 : to nrgonize ite tuvenue administration, and thu raj? made .-Ii,di 
A(1 pKceitlinl jab (if it dull ‘-aan die province was yielding ivorp ihan fu c 
1 ill I Lion mpeoji anrAl.ll.V' ta AkLw' ireaaun? after expenses 
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After GufFirat, AJsbai fumed to Bengal, In 15^ on j h 
LSil- bur power. an Afghan noble named Suluim^ K ’' * lll|l l*» nr 
L^tabJi.iliLfdi an independent kingitoin m Bengal, but ] N / 'T'" h 11 "■ 
i-nnuyh. to re.id ihe kiuitbah m the name nf Akbar nT1[ j' P'-'I'M 

good relations with, him, The scene changed in LS-33, whe 

died . -rid his younger- ir>n Dnud described h\ Ni'm'-/ '! , 1 ' uL, " lR!| n 

ikn .1... I.. ^-iTnuddin « 



diHdlulE Mimp", usurped the throne by murdering j 1[5 b 
read die khutbah m his own nanu denying Akbar CV er, h;i1 1 
of a nominal subardlriaHon * u 

Akbar then unkred Mu rum Khan die governor of □ l | liil|1 
Dnud bill later juiliunj: shrioiESj m the aged governor h ir .. ' i. Ulh '' 
against the rebel He travelled down the i amirm m n mun 1 ,' , ' ' iU| 
followed by an entourage of imin m their nuvn harHus' 
llotilln Cturying atJ the royal eqwpmeji! Akbat took IijV mhnt '' 
wiU- him or this (rip, and also, ns usual n law select memhe^ 

™y fll “ n;ina - iD * who5t ' pleasure a floating garden ivns Provided' ? 

at, mi war elephant? Bj] Sundafc and Banian, each 

-l. compaiiK'd by two lemale uk’ph.mts. also travelled m btitvjsx ? V 

T n r- army marched along ihe river and kept with m sight -,r ( u 
roval fleet The river OULV! did not prcVfiftt Akbar from jndulKtni! " 

!“ P 0S5] ™ f <* kkod spirt Every day says Niimmuddu 

he 1 Akbar) left Lhe boat and went hunting on shore." tin , i- - 
Pabin Where Daud was holed up Akbar with chapad eristic dfcedevihv 
ndcred to fight Km 111 single < obibat to settle then dispute Dnud 
reiLued to accept tin: challenge and fled by night from the city 

Disgusted. Akbar retorted to Fatehpur Sikn, leaving n m j,-, 
^siural 5 to complete the campaign, D,md evaded capture lav a v-. I, i e 
hut was eventually seized and. after some hesitation*- 'In i In 
' ~ r - handsome man,' says fcadauni— beheaded Hu, head, stuffed v. th 
Etra Y and whiled With perfumes IV as sent to Akb.tr. and the head! && 
tnink gibbeted et LOnda the- capital of Bengal Bernini w at then .umpired 
tu the Mughal umpire, bunt took a long while to pacify the province 
uf-fictivdy. Lha Mughal authority there being largely confined to Hie 
urban ‘.tTiires, whde Afghan and Hindu. diie fains had free run of the 
countryside Bengal would ever live up r * its reputation as the l.uul oF 

rehH 5 , imd Jt would be in Bengal that the rebellion most threatening to 
Akbar Would Drank Out 
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SUCCESS CAME EASILY III Akbar,. and ncVaf once in Jo- long nrigri 
itid he have to uoffci Ibc humiliation ul defeat m the battle Field rci 
curously. there were more rebellions during Akbar A reign than Ihni of 
|inV other Mughal — the Akka^mm mehtnors ,i-< many -e- PM such 
incidents 'Hit, people are cunfcuiua 11} in revolt against him. say 
Manserrale, a Jesuit priest in Akbar'? court The rebellions, however, do 

not signify any weakness m Akbdr, bul are, punadoKicaJlv an indie, 

c f the TTingnllllde of 111* endeavour and Un. radical nator- i ! much of 
wbnl ho did The harder the bow is drawn, the mom the wood 
complains 

Thi- mnsl serious up rising against Akbar broke oul midway tnrrmg, i 
his rEjgni. Predictably, the troubtc began in liengal, with a dnmour by 
Ihe Mughal officer* LLvare agsupst the growing rigour of AkparA 
administration Hil crisis came to ,-i Jiead when, die nnvn appointed 
governor of ihe province, Mttzaffar EGuin Turbati, toed tactless!) In 
buUdoze the amir* into discipline— tie was says N:/:amuddln 

''harshi 111 his measures, he Lifiiind-CiJ mnn With lus ivurds and Lie 
deprived m L uiV amirs ui UlOtr lagiTi " H'htn MuZnfFar Kln.Lri in a 
brusque ihnw'uf authority rctfotei unauthorized aiicnaliote of land 
enforced Uie branding of horses, cut the extra field alluiwuiCCS of Erutip? 
and flvur demanded liie repayment of thx exu.S5 already paid he v. as 
asking for trouble. 

And trouble was ®lp? he got NnL nnly wtK his measures harsh, 
hut his timing was deplorable, for dorm rinuds were already darkening 
the Mughal tkies at Hus lime, rising I mm thu resentment among 
Muslim amire over Akbar's religious abecrabons and the growing role 
of Hindus in government "To them, (Hindus] belong half die army anU 
half the land, charges Badaimi. "Nvltiiei ihe Hindustanis >: Indian 
Muslims) nor the Mugfials Lad point td such grand lords as tin? Hindus 
have among IhemseMes,"' Akbar was even uccueed of apU-vUsy. the 
most heinous enme lti a Mu#fl i&t, which not 'evert the most 
autocratic monarch L-ouid commit without MWO.U5 consequences- 

Orthodox Muslim outrage against Akbtir was stoked by the mu I late; 
who had I heir j'wn grudge against him, for he, apart from rtevsatmg 
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Irom Ihe narms nf Iklfcin, tiiid stashed Hie power f ..[ f 
influential Gol&fe of officers who admLnistwed Ihe fellglbft a 1ln * 

mi the government and controlled charitable gft.inls. ri'„.„ ]'. ‘ ,lrl m^nl 
begjin at home, and nepotism .md Li.urmpbon wnre rumn^?^ ' 
them, Akbilr's Jiv.in.UChS Llf their vunnkh. . iiinjiM 
disenchantment with Mam. inclined him to restrict line r '' J| i iip; 
order rhp resumption ni i hr lands they had arSniraniv sivvn vv** 
action wn*i nn! altogether lihpl'ece-derltpd Shi r Sllidl lor ri- i " 
lakvn similar n.-hnn ngnmsl the Sadrs, but in his ease tu ^ 



if wqi fcp-i 

purelj admim-.-r.it I Vi» measure, white Akhar's relilous di-vjjn,- 

thP acthm were against Islam it^Lf, not just again"^?* 



it ^fem as 1 1 
dishonest ,-ifficeir? 
That Sfl flic 



mullahs or, the Warpath. And in In that expU 
darkening environment stepped Muhammad Y&zdi, a mullah fmi w 
With W Ldheunsummg haired Ed* Akbar Yazdi was, 
former confidant of Akbar, one of only four persons ever hauled 
wa'J] of ihe royal residence at Fatehpur Sikn at night fur ™hrfL|* 
Jm..-ijssrons with Akbar on nchginn Apparently Akbar foiind Vai^ 
tiresome. and packed hun off as the Kn/j of Jatinpur. ih E banishment 
imrn court made Yiiidt turn on Akbar with fury. bitterly denouaunt 
him as -in infidel and issuing u Fatwa calling on ah MiisLnjw to nse in 
revolt againp-t him Tllir, sparked rhe bla/t 

h« January 158b mutinies broke am almost simultaneously m p,h, r 
and Bengal., and soon entire eastern India was m revolt bt April the 
r?&jste overran the royal threes at Tancla, and MirzaffaT Kinnn \v 
brutally lorlurei to death Tnny then proclaimed Muhammad Hakim, 
Akbar':. besotted younger brother, as emperor. and read the khulbah a i 
hw name Tudor hfnl who was sent by Akbar to suppress the rebellion 
was himself besieged ond pinned down ni Monger 

Akbar then raised tiie Eevd ■:! mili tary pressure nn I he rebels by 
senduig hi- foster-brother Aziz Kuka to Itengal at the head m a Lir^ 
jrmy Even With all that concentration ai military might, it was hard 
gomg for the loyalist j'oc quite ,i while-, and jt took them about four 
ytnr.i to gain control of the situation in Khar and Bengal, and yet 
.moiJnar ijnupte of yeam lor order to be fully neared. The troublesome 
mullahs ware quietly got rid of through contrived accident^, 



AKBAR DiD NOT percanally march ngftuUM the mutineers, because Jut 
Judged i I ■ > i Ihe real Lhrc.il 1.0 his throne came no I from the provincial 
rebels m I he e.i:v|. but fii.-m the pneEendtr m l hr west In December 
1 ^ r ‘ lr Hakim 1I1Vi ^ded Pirrs|ab r as hy had done fourteen years corker. in 
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s „„ r response In (he revolt m Bihar md Ump.il. He had bc«ro given m 
SpvB mnl Ihc-re- wbufd ho a gtmerul uprising of Muslims m India in 
hr frvtmr Perhaps if Hakim had looked Uke .t wirawr and rl the rebnJ ■ 
,u e had been more strikingly successful many Mushm- wi old 
have risen in his favour As il war, non,- did. nui even >hr mullahs of 

Ll '"ou Ath February 1581. Akbar tet nut from r-.Unhpur Sikn to .i* al 
with his brother As hefuro. when Akhar advanced, Hakim mtieniod Id 
A fghanistan Comments Badauni 

Hs Hint ofnnoi sere (Jrr idirf of fortuu r 
Ely XJfijffJJ, 

H;s kaollw fffirt is hh- dyi'^X 
ffit 1 cvr'fvGTiT of rfir hrtnd 

Though Hulun wuMnw to Punish Aklur pr,-^d nn dMnuMd 
to end lire threat frcun hi^ brother once and for .ill He had made 
unprecedented preparations for ihe- campaign and led an .vm. of 
5 nIoa cavalry, elcphiintN r a camel . urps, matclirng mt ■ a -n - 
u-lesL lejjiuo of Ciimp foBowc-rfe who probably numbered four or uu- 
timee tin- size of the army Akboc lonkud into every dc tad .m the 
campaign with nmlnrulouv care, fur. ^ Nizamuddin wnrtes, aJthoujeh 
he l ad ' full tm.it and liopu in heavenly fliiKtancu h- nugleclcd no 
materia] meana oi success So tborpugli w«ti- the urangeiiicfllfc tha , 

Respite the immensity of the optratjon, tliera was no confusion, at . 

durmg ihe long march ihe eommiBsarnl arrflngm«H-' - mh Uwi1 
rhuie wav no Portage nf supply al any t m and prices m m-- camp 
romained low and steady as Mnnsemus. who wbai with Akbar roim 
Tli^ soldiers, loo were content, havuig received Eight months pa': n 

‘" U Tne only anag m die opernmon «,.i a poneml relurtance m the 
£LTtnv to proceed to Kabul in contrast to ihe problem Lhat liahuj cm..e 
had Lo pet hie amir* io Slay nn ul India Lhe problem now Was to get 
them to leave India, even for a short military ^mpaign rR - " ei ‘ 
says Ahul F,izi Jl afraid of Ihe cold of Afghanistan Ihe I Imdu oujccr.. 
wcre additionally mhibiwri by tlren traJili-mal taboo agamsl cTDsaing 

Ihe Indui Blit Akbar spurred diecn Lin 

On the way lo Kabul Akbar made j noatalglc detour to visit 
KalanJUr, where, m a lehwtant snarer lie had been . ilbron.-i kmg 
i qu.ifter cortuiy before In August 15&1 Akbar entered icaduJ lTtualtj 
unopposed (Hakim having tk-d mlo die mpunteini} md took up 
residence ui BaburS Bid ertadd. which Wi> for him tfedolfint with rha 
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memiw of hks childhood Hi' stayed there far about [hv- v 
iht‘L'. in the absence of his timid brother, who had wmr, - n ' i . i ^' " ’**■ 
.ubmismem bill dafed not appear before htrn m person, hrm jL -B 
sht' province to Ins wflcf BnkhtunniSfj Begum, nnd returned ( / " r 
did rot matter to Akb&r any more whether RaJttm returned' to Sv 1 * 
or rial Ht- had made die point, lie was thu tug hroLher ' ' a ^l 

ITiu Kabul r.imp.ugri went off without a flaw, e^cL'r l j, riI 
unfortunate incident- -the patently uniust execution of shnh Vn " r "' 
Mibar'- n-vemn miraslt! who ic, S r, sunpettod iif treason .md'." 
executed ,il Fhahabad near Ambata on Lin way In Kabul 'he m' , i' 1 ' 
thtrugfc trivial m Iteelt is significant In wti.il. it reveals a'btrohSS 
Mughal othw. 

Mansur was probably thy most unpopular Mughal offtcer D t |, 
tune Ho Was, say? Abu] Paid, -'an adept at l In. mvitoriL"? nf rtconm' " ' 
but hi; .skill in unraveling the complex weave of corrupLiqn mr,.. ■ 
government ufbeers hardly endeared him io the amirs. It did not ky 
matter.-, dial Mansur was ^lnn acerbic .md l.ictles.. without rn, T! !’ 
graces He had many enemies m high places. 

Mantur ■- melhods were uiquisltojial "From his practice in acQim.i.. 
and set king after profit (for the government) he looked narrowly 
I ht' transactions of ihu army, ar.rl giving Jus after, hon to nr..- side 0jll , 
of a Tnuiwtur , tfLifcii?\ he preyed forward tElC rulen of dumand,' 

AM Hi?.! 'The Khwaja went out uf Jils proper course nnd set hjn^u 
to inerfsasu di,.- revenue Nor did he consider I he djiturbanLLLs of tf| E 
tmn.* nnd i crisis ol the age, but demanded payment of airr-eans 
From i '. ■ uf office and cupidity he was always laying Jio!d of trifles p, 
hnoi-.r-tiii matter;-., and displaying harshness ' Even c n emmunt an officep: 
n? l o4ar Mai had Id complain lu Akbar about rerun mg from. Mansur 
sharp setters claiming □ good deal of money." 

Os the discontent with Mansur spread Akiuir snspunded I dm 
frnm office for a white hoping to placate the amirs, but had u refre- 
I ale him soon after, as- his services were found indispensable T1-. is ,ipy_ i 
Lu amire, for an hnne&l officer in a ccrr.ipl system, like a Jug 
rn a house full of cals, was □ menace to everything and everybody "Many 
ct the Minis- ar.d n ffiilcre r-f 5ktc were on had I emu with I he JChwajd and 
these excited the;: infLuaice to wcutu his death,-" *?y 5 Njaimuddin 

Mansur first came under .suspicion towards the end of TIW. when 
Ie:tej7, purported tv writlffli by Muhammad Hakim to Mansur, mdicahnu 
co u„om were ftuzed by Ra«,Man Singh m Punjab and forwarded In 

A , Arfbar wife at Sflrupai just north nf Delhi on has 

v.ay ,u Kabul tttra* I rum Mu of Mansur's .officer again, hinting ai 
mi n.„ Jv f ,icll isctare'ced Around this lime Hakim's revenue monster 
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dofpclcd and approached Akbur through Mansur for employment 
i-yh i«£'lt WM fllw conslrtltd .|;i uVldent ' that Mtulsur wSh m cn;.la--| H| 
[•! il mi ■ court Akbar thnn summoned M.in»iin .ci.l '.liriw’iJ Jinn Uv 
r rniiat mg h'lters. Duroig the iru-jurry, Maimir, Bio ugh hi? ntfve hnk 
m-iLwunce. offended Akbar by oth-n ne. icentchng to Abut Fri/I 
^judjaous wards" ih.ii mted hii faSL 

,MjljI Faz! Ihut'i. an (he i»rdcr of Akb.lT, hnrped Man' ur wirfi 
UTitfalituclt -md treason dunpitu dl Ihr Jm-oiira th.it iiwl I • -m lin -rn to 
hue Akbar, S^ya Mpnsi.'rmt^ mm n Minded Ahul t ^1 •- utr* Era. 

cimiirtal Eli urtilergn hts punishment walh a '-lout heart, accepting it ra 
i,nly his due. Hn was furLfier InBtructttd m convince (hose present \h.n 
the King had p]annL".l no mjushee agstnat Shah Mansur, ami fa 
toi to' abide by their d|dy ' ’he arraignment w:i<- anty ,i formalin 

Akbar had already passed |udgmun! 

A fttr hiS l . ra.il. M nr ->ur w as I :i krai nut ,ulil nn. -Tun.-iiinnMv = 
up tin a tree. No one proU'itBd. The ajteculjun of Mansur w is in foci 
.ni.- oi the few popular nets of Akbar in that difficult year "Ttn .ugh, ir 
Ltne ^vholc ..amp/ the punisbment id thu wickeui man vv„ nppim-fd 

widi reroiciog,'' writes Monsairrete 

In jU probability Marwur was the victim of a fremu-up Akhar 
^ 13 to have discovered v lien he made inquiries ahtuii him in Kabi 1 
According to Bndauni, Akbar was told lh.it sofsie of ihe amir, in KpohJ 
■hr.d TDoLOCted all this forgety and deception and that ihe last JeHur 
aLro, whv h had been die cause i his being pul lo Htratb, wm . fargerv 
ut the duur^-'' 

Mansur via* an unlikely Cutis pi atur. Hu ivae mil ,1 politician h 
knew ncwiants nnd he knew thu roles, hui be did not knue, men In 
any rnsu, Mansur and Lhu rebels wpre rn opposite camps, nnd I he aiwin 
were mvutLing as mud. agamst iU5 irvunuu measures a^ ag.lJOflt Akbnr • 
religious policy. 

Did Akbar nlflke a teape-goar dF Mansur^ Pdtiibly. A knar was m ■' 
vutnemhle pasiEkin at this timO, faced with a i tbelJvnn in the east and u 
LP-vasion ill the west- It way Jl^sentiaj tor Jimi to retain llu IqjRi-tv f tire 
officere stdl willi him, for whidi it nw liavu seen fid nece^an to ^wnnee 
Mansur. It was safer for Akbar lc uxecule Mansur ftita nr t to EAUdili him 
Bu 1 . tie vvould inter regnji ihe action— for adnruikLrative reasmt, fv t ' 
thu mtienmagu uf judfe r 'Frofn that d.j\ Akbar v. odd Jament. reremr , 
In tliu execution of Mansur. "Ihe market of a-.v-nunta ivus 111 I and tire 
thread of flCC-1 uji tulg d rapped 1 1 om tbit :i, u’ i 



JJV THE HRST week of December Ibfl] Akbar was back m Fatphpui 



155 



TIFF I.Ul'IilJ: TAMS IMST.IP 



Sakri — live entire K.ihul campaign had l.ik.jn iu=i 1 u-n tm?nlhs' r, 

Jalti. when Muhammad Hakim, ihirtv-nruy, died > Ff Kabuli 
■ tpccin L status iiTiJ bcLirrn |u*,1 iirmther pro vino.- uf lh- Ivl njrh i ' 1 

Soon htf ri'kim to Fak-hpur ‘-■ikri AkLulr Wqi, i , L - L .,j lr , ni 4'LlT' 
uprising fa Gujarat Lung yiuis in tixlfo had hardened Mnzaff.C '!l ’! l1 
lh? ortri.' imi-ffL'i. tual kmg ul Gujarat,. into a inu^h ndvfF'-v. " J * 
^ep1i?mbifr 1^3'i. lakitlj; advantage \A lli-_* general iliKtunf, r ,| % !' Ul '' 

imperial ofliMru cuvr Akklr'h polities, he expHiud Lj U ’ -Mi j, |, ,|, 

mad, ib ad .md occupied tin i ity ITiough the MugHilj, ' h . Irth|:i1 
rel&nk the d!y under ihe commaiid uf Abdur'Raliim, Birann Khurt's'^ 11 ' 
Muzaffnr foughi on tenaciofltsty in the wilderness of Ka-vhchh iy- >' "i" 
iirid Kalhiaxv.it. and il wai only ben years later, in iJMft ^ | 
finnlly captured Two days after tie w& caught, Mmaffrr 
-ULrtdu by slitting' hi 5- Ihroal 

Long beford that, Altar's attention had once ago in tittind [,,, m 
'. v<- - 1 wh ei V :\ I lew; -y . . I :■ . had a r -ti ITn: Uibeg^ hferedi tary , ,.j A m '[ ' ’ 
of the Mui’hnls had, .under Abdullah Khan Uzbeg extended "w^l 
power from Trinso^ma mlt' Badakshari — and Lhnt pul k.LbuJ 

L ' u ' 11 Hindus! an. m Jeopardy Tine western frontier ri| \y lv 
empire therefore reeded careful w a tching Of additional cuncun .*, 
Akbar a 1 ! tills time Were the KllvtBfii pf Lite turbulent Afghan | n h CR 
aruund line Khybfff Paw, who weft! menacing Uu* Mughal lifeline Tron 
lnd |; ; t l Kabul So in AMur. who was m dial time b'-m- 

building a fort In Aliahsbsid, lu prntvvl the mad to E^ngfti and Id wr,x- 
35 6 jump-off point for the invasion of the Deccan, - lunged his p h^ 
n it J ‘jei i tli i again for Punjab 

]i& wuufd stay m Punjab for die next fourteen yems, till 1593 secuririE? 
™ western frontier and seizing new Lulds. For aboph a decade after the 
milcx.ihnn of Bengal. I here had hc«3i nn major expansion of die Mughal 
empire-., hut now thst tli rebellions and mutinies that beset bun Jor ever il 
behind him, Akbar wav read' [q moVt again. 

I « J rpwd of thirty yraa. Afcb.tr b, wBging war, h.i. I 

lurl, up *115 fcnplon, mtr. *,L- «.| ,j„; m0 l U1 ,„ erlll ] smplres „ n 5alft 
.rrproWv Ih.r ™t powrhrl «mp m «| Lh.. .ge, „ , hc Mmg> m chirr, 
,miJ I he Sdiiivrrlr- m Pers.ii were on ihv decline' . 1 . this tiiriF end the m 

f “ m r T “lit Mber we, not trued 

l.h k .ew iufta,* h.5 eyes ,JI „ ihe r UlconquM d lernlniee in 

*1 ^"r^r I' “ lU " :lu5 ! l ' n ariJ Siroh Ke iruuld ennex Ihen, ell 
eue uy irra nefore he relumed Id L s re But Akbar, forly-three n™. 



»§■ h» blhw id hie 

lh *“ V*“ Ht “'"W* ledentarv u, P L ab krufce |, Z 

BS^erala to wage th* battle, ' 1 ' 1( - l1vin K 11 
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Ihn uitiftt chfhciih of those -campaign* turned out In ho fchfc ttUB 
tjjiisL the Afghan tnl ' wj# were in fl peiullnr turmoil at Hn* bm« r 
jnderthT mi ;■ >> of DAya^d i rt-’U-ptoclftltecd Bfly«adh*d 

, nih- -i ■■'■ --L out of Hinduivm flnd l'-lau. a wnlrd pAothe^itlC Midi.. wWdl 
huld that *mce god was iremrintrit m (.wrrytb[(ig m (hi* univorHe, all 

vJv:B divine acL^ and there was lhnroftin' no diitmr.ritm hctv-^i'n 
n U Jit amJ wrCollg, ^Hld and had Giiyififtd further ns -up;iJ hi fulfoivL r 
Ij^j, afi Rauviinnnih (tJIummati)- tlinl rhev as the chosen people of 
Vtai, W 1 '« do-S I in dc. 1 m ml'.iTil the earth .mil that (buy could, fn 
anticipation oJ lhi f mlnEmenl of .limn- promi 5e:zi vlu.it Lb y , u! ‘ 

’ rhfi land and poswresinnii of imbub- •, >. i . t his wJ" pllEage ■ r-!ign ••.!:• 
jmy for hisMLowEr&, which perfectly Killed the tempi 'ram ml of the 
lurbuleni EuLl tinbee. among wlwiri Bayaidd pn-neficd, tfid ga|var#fcd 
them into action 

When Bfiyazid died, hiv yuLingr^t ^on fal.ili ildin a Jvn jhmiitm 
Lad of nudnen, tmik oy« pa Lhe head uf lima mnvtrmi-iu boon the entire 
rC jTj <m was plunged into turmLni. .md the finite from Kabul ru 1 ! njab 
becalm: m) unsatV- tb.n sometimes cvm foreign ,imbo«,adtjr=t mtli miljlnn. 
escnrl (in ihe way tfi lbi< Miiplull court were nut able tu gel through. 

Akbar then litied out cm expedition under Zau i KJttiti in chiLitise 
an,- Afghan tribes R.ija bubal a . ell vnr. *- Jitteralpur an ! do - Encnd 
Dt AJtbar, and Hakim Abul-Fnth, i rennwipd physician were ahu 
given mllililiy comouuilds. in this campaign un ttiei- cn? rn.it;. r\> 
AkbtU to g-ive ihern a dvuice to win glory in ihi b.mkrfietd Abtll Fn^J 
bad iilsn vi i'd tor Ihp hanuiJr. liO Akhnr h-li l had tu dm : Lots tu - boos* 
between Abul Fazl and IJjrbaJ. which Birbal lo ho mitfertunc '.von TTn 
(Siipeditinn was a disaster, and mu 1.55 retreat trom rh- mi un •■>■•. was 
ambushed by the Afghtuiv at the Mat rid a mi Pass m Pcbru.u*. l.iSD 
BirbnL whd iscnnihly tnwl in -*ave huflach by mmning away WAS fikra 
nnd prasrumably kiltr-d Hio body a- never loon 

Some BPQQ nidi perished Hi the retreat, hut whai grieved AkL'.'l 
most was lh? Lies pf Vifai "Tul !w a days Aftd nEghts he did not biKe 
Jlis daily food and drmk r "' reports Ahnl Fail B ■ A- a fonfcnrg 

mu i v-n th pmrniTMnt dieel.hnncs aud dPL 3 p-r,at eyes had buen Akbar - 
conslEmt cnmp L uiinn for many years Born Mahesh D.'n. il- "a- i [ ■ 

brahmin treim K-Up'- and wa^ originally in the servin' : Baja EJh.iEw.in 
Da*, who brought bun (o Akbar - court- Me WaS fiH«tceii vean. ol lur 
than Akbar. but lhe emperor tuuk ut him instantly id saon ht 
achieved renown a* appel. musjcjah mil md rscuniunr md ■ as given 
the Lille Kavi Rftl King rv( Poets La tel he received Lh-.- I ‘tie- :iaia Oubai 
and cmioved the rank and pay ol ' '“TimardcT r "POO -- 2 > air, Hoi 
pnctic 1 wnrkf Iirik nttl ?umvcd. tlrough. matui-.S .rttnbuted, in nun arc 
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comsnrtFl and his witty exchanges with AkW are p nrl 
folklore 1 [t W-1fln 



*KBAR AVENGED #LBAL'& cteaLh by seiidmj rnd.i, Mjjj rn 
down the Afghans, Man Singh,. the hmviy appofokfo R J V[1 Il,; " 1 
Kabul, also engaged I hem Yet LE look Lin.* MugJiiils & row y^L 
die tribes into oven n semblance ni ’iuh mission * lD[tL ' 

MeanwhiLe Akbar turned In Kashmir 'sonic yours earlier the 1 
of Kaslffrur had. eon l Akb.nr a princess as bride, bui A kbar Knd h' 111 
to accept her or in ronrivp the present--- she had brought the lebuffM 
rtPthidg fo dn with thu perann of the princess. She iviis rejected bee ^ 
whdi was involved was not murely a inamnge but , H i rltlife*? 
rejecting the princess Akbar was rejuctiiig tlv_* proposed nltrrnci: far fo 
hu I tun, though deferential towards Akbar did not consider hittuEli * 
Moghul vassal .is Akbar desired. Later, however, when another Ka Jinur' 
princess was sent for Prinai Salim, she \vis accepted tor bv [] lL v! 
Mughul-Kashmir relations had improved, and tire khulbah wns hum" 
read and coins struck in Akbar's name in Kashmir. 

Stilt, problems per- istert between die emperor and the rulers of 
Kashmir This evaithiully Led to war. and m 1566' Akbar annexed' the 
kingdom Kashmir then became die private garden of the Much.-i 
empemrs. their favourite siimm^ctreiit Akbar vacation^ there tlu j, ^ 
lust in the summer of 15B9. when hu spent n couple of months diarc 
a S aiT1 lp - August 15H2, when he speni a week, and Tor a third time m 
ihe summer nr l ■■‘I?, when he spent six months. During Lhv seedmd 
vlslI Which followed I he suppression nf .in upnsfeg m Kashmir agau^t 

Akbar's stint revenue ppfo> die vnbre stale was Converted info crown 
lands 

After Kashmir nmie the turns nf Sind and Baluchis^ ^cn^ed m 

md 1593 Al ^ 1Q,JL the dine, Raja Man Singh mvaded Orissa 
and tiruugbl il under Mughal rule. Akbar'* attention then turned fo 
found ah ET When Humayun broke his word to the Shah and kept 
fomdaha, for nimsdf, Ihe Shah „.J k=r Lt be, biding his um*. bur , 
1wn V™ -V'T Akbar's awefeEcjn, hu seized die City by force For 
thu ru?Kt thirty-six years Kandahar remained m Persian hands te 

™T Tu Tu ***** fQt Akbar * b "l «■* the Mughal ram.pl* 
duairebL^ 13 ^ ^ 1 pxish n^ghbouiingKajidohar 'seemed 

arcumsun^ tav^red fo* Mlighflis Kandahar Wan al Hue time 
“ der !h ™ Lhe Uzbsgs. bill the Shah of hrm^jf 

br to, Turin *d a* U $4 
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n 1 1 1 1 (s Ercunimts ffo ihu gtwrrnm- id Kandahar, whn \vps m Oily C- 3 K in 
m rulversary r^intieinshlp with the blink trend uraJ f h. cih in r h - 
Mugli'ik m A F ,ril 

Ttn; Knndihnr development did nol uvertly iiniiurb thr Mugh.il- 
perstan rclalion^lup Akbar and the Sliaii ci.intJmred !o jrtd&Elga 
nmbii^nJ^rs and pmscnl* n lh- Si?p.mmng, (he I'crhiar r-in u i . i 
irndlrisd (o be pi run 1*11117 trnvani* Lht Mngtnl iiJTipL'ror beuaui^j oJ Ihe 
l,. ||. hu had iu ■■ - n iinmayuri lo remver hw kingdom !h-m .i|icr the 
iiower equpbim brlwecn EHc- two changed in favour H the Mughiiis — 
w-Ji'.n .Vkbit]- Lnn I! a Large and rcuru umpife far himielJ and in ctmlni 1 
Fersian power dedined — Persians canEinncd to consider them^H if,.;. a§ 
pypencirs, as Mughal Lullure W |9 patlenied on Pewiain rulmru Hie 
Mughals and Persians wem lunv^ver far Co" ruTmcd ro riffL-nd 1 h 
dll ii-'r h. flaunting cell ier • uy i-ri. r pov. 1 r or SUfC: i> r utl iro 

Afi With Perainns, Akbar was ireful m Ins Ji-aUng with I| -r 
Lfzijeg'-- He want, i hu, western frontier k I qiilifl F h fo r-o nrnat 
Tuntra] Aslah-fttnfotlpne The MugEiEils, now in their third generation in 
Lidia, had severed the umbilical rnrd India iv.lS home, Dodak har and 
Tn-insufoaji'i w-crc iureign Lands Hie eoul high lands iu wind-. S !-u '■■ 
lPL fS had looked back ivHh desperate iiingmg •,vui-. now frigid, 
fi.u iudduig lands m the eyes ni Akh.ii ■ .itnir \s r r Al.' ,ir enough 
Lerrilories yet remained fo be icinquetod 11 Ir.Jia iL.-i.-Jt Id > : f rr Ills earth 
hunger. He rhfiTOfrsn- o nisi “I- nth, rejscU-d u> n..l.. n tti meddle m the 
affairs eif Badakshan He certain] y did nrr nani lo land-.- wit I AbdulLd- 
Klun Lhf llzbug duet even though ^bddUah had jnne-.ud Bcdat r ii.in 
and sent Sultlim.m Lv[jt*i tht Mughid protege ihefo ^iiirymg int 
Lid lR for nsfugu 

As for hui northern neighbmir, CJun.l. the Himalayas sttcuiird (he 
frontier and A kb nr did nol (-™ n bow ■ vJ t was tyaing an t. voifo the 
mountains He wm curious about 1 ‘Kina an d mn- tfiought »'l sending 

,m ambassnidDr there a= for a Jong time diu-i-. had lu.-un news ■ s' 

lluit CO un try , nor iV£ES i( krmwn ivljo ruled -," writes Abut Fazl THIS 
Majeslv ^bti wished Lo know with tv horn he wag 31 war ai -i -■-!• il 
degree of cnhy.litpnmunl and himbu oi jiisUke J- pns^^SEd •..ha: kind 
□f knowledge was current who among die ascetics had a lump uf 
guidance, who was supremo rnr science ' No(Jiing C.lfne of iht- proper r 

t he nidi 1 1 , ; ns- Indian power against whom Akbar ■.- El ned " 
a nEaganistLC posture WQfi TutkfW htMi-n after Akbar's ifirtSSlOii. nun: 
Khan h,id sent tn SuLiim.in the Magfoftqent tht ruler vt Lurk' - h 
■"Catiph on earth sen I Lw God 1 , a letter lit tlie niurtu of Akbai offosn . 
friendship., Sulaim.ui ignored th..- JcIT.er Dus indifference gdLto.1 tht 
MughuL- Lurthur. ns TurJush power dectirnfo. and Mughal power grew 
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AJtbtir wenfled to re&pnl th.h in Mecda lhe kbulbdh was -niU , vv , 
the name of the Sultan of Turkey l hough Akbar w.t, the miKt p,^'^ 111 
Muslim ruler ir the World at that time Afctvir ■ ayumphim ol | j, ! , 1,1 1 
nt Lmam iind Khali la ir ! IT - _iq inav have find same-thin g j,, ‘ 1 '/ < y 

h-iteni! rivalry with the Sidlnn of Turkey At one Unue Akbur appr^H^ 
the Shnli ol Persia and the U/.begs and even die ''orluRuix'.., r,,, 
alliance ageist Turkey But this was .ill inst ,v fancy Turkey w ' v ! , 
far nway lo have any practical effect on Mughal aHaim 



A MAJOR DElTSLa|MENr m Akbar's hme was ihp growing p r ,..„. r|i , 
of Europeans m [ndia. lltough it would take nnothur couple of [M?ntun<r 
For tli cii potential lo hi manifest The Portuguese had landed, m [ ni jj 
□vet I tpmrEer century before Babur took Delhi, and they Jim] cv^er ||J- 
decades occupied ii I l < tiny pockets of land along the coast uf n, . 
peninsular huJ as yet ihelr political role in India, even after a century 
rif operations, was insignificant They, of course, dominated die [ndiJi 
seas, buL that did not concern the Mugh.ihi. 

Akbar first omf into conhict with din Portuguese during his 1572. 
73 Go .a ml ^.-mpaign. JLL'id they SUOUSoj hii raven nil'- ctldosify \ V) - 
Opening up ul altogcthet new world tor him La iitplon: A 1 liarr;, of 
cuntacts with tlie Portuguese followed — a couple of years afLir reluming 
to KalehpL(T Sil.r. tram ' .Liinr.il. A .-Kir Sent L- God an oft leer iviUi 
F«\er?.'. skilled art 1 haiv- to procure European products and In J, ( 
European crafts; in ■ B 7 H PprlugLse^a ajnbas&ador Strived at FiitGtipur 
SLkn; the follow ing year Aklinr sent an ElfvOy So GueI tu invite Christian 
pfiesis io the court, ui early l ?80 a fcsuil miss inn arrived m Fnmbpur 
SlkiL Akbnr was ungrPHsed in religious expEoratiuna at this Unite ;ind 
hi=i primary interest in the Portuguese was to learn about their religion 
Hu fllso deSLrud tu ivcun- Imm Hit' Portuguese ^afe passage fur Indlrtfl 
pilgrutii going lu Mecca by sea Later, when he launched his Deccan 
campaign-,, the Portuguese., who had dusu contacts ivtUl the Durrani 
powers became a factor, (hough □ mm nr nn fc In Shu Mughal military 
calccilatious- 

,\kbar Jid not consider the Portuguese a- adversaries, and he tank 
no action ngainsl il’.fm, Lhn-tgh i* did nnru speak nl plan to Suppress 
theni, 't have kept before my mm a I he jlLu.i that When [aiu free 

'* r l ^ - ■'hould, under the gi :;d , ince 01 C 3 <v»Vs fiivuur. undertake 

Ui.- deal ruction el the Tcringi ini ideb 1 ho have codIl 1 In I he islands ol 
lhe ,: " :iVir '- - ,nci niv - htted up the he id oif turbulcncB, and strelched the 
luuin of oppression upon lhe pilgrim!- lo lhe holy p laces, “ wrote Akbex 
lo Abdullah Klian r.Dbeg. ‘ Tnay have become a great munbur and nre 
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uiumblinR-hlockfi In tJu j;iigTimL and tradert We ihouglit o-i going in 
le-rgon and rtsansing ihnl rtwid from thorn ■: and weeds- " It is doubtful 
whether Akbfli mi , mi n sofitnialy M- did not set on lh-.- plan in any 
Jase he emdd have cleared the "(front* and. wcL i d5'‘' only nr this land, 
^ ot pn the sea. The rnrlURiH'w? wen- nmphlbi ans— choTEengc-d an Lind, 
Ihcy could always retreat tn tho socunty of the sea beyond the reach 
.ii the Mugliiih 

As fur the Britibh, though their first ambas^dor wo ild airftre at lhe 
Mil 'dial court only during lhe reign i>f JaJiaflgll a fcvr Tingliah irrerdaanfc 
did visit Akbars court In J 5 ft 5 a deputation nf three English traders, 
renre'-C-ntmg Ihi 'Merchantin uf Mt- Levant .uld f leaded bv John POEwJjcry, 
arrived at Falehpur Sikri, branny ,1 letter from Qu. -n Elizabeth of 
England, in winch she, addressing Akbar an 'tfie mast invmcibk ard 
Ttiost uughha prindc, lord ZeLabdim Echehar, king ol Cambay* 
requested that favours bo shown la the merchants hearing the letter, 
Akbar WBS just Lfien setting out for Punjab, and H is doubtful whcLh.tr 
Kg tecaivad ihf delegation Thert b, nn record nF it 

In IfiLft, another Englishinaii. h>hn MUdenhall, reprewntmg the 
newly formed Bait India (Vnmpany. amved nt the court, fra veiling 
I h rough the Mediterranean to Syria, find then overland In Ayra through 
Fers la ,ird kdiulah; 1 ! J-le hraugtil yet anoihi-r ivfter /ram EDstbeth ta 
Akbnr MildenhaU claimed to be the British an ,Lu' -.idor rwhirn be w,i.v 
nal] and was therefore, admitted to (he Mughal i.uurl. the lirst 
Engtishnian In have (hut privilege Hl prejtmtpd the emperor with 
twfnty-urtt! horses and some ji.'ivch. hopLn.q lo w n favour but could 
make lilrlu headway despite liifi long stay in Agra, for the Jesuits at the 
court, who d null Led as the political J gun Is of I'nrtupriJ, obstructed him 
LI every' way and -.pread the word thar the English were a ration oE 
Hi,, eves and tli.it Mildcnhkil was a spy Jhe gaud fathers bribed Akbar - 
CUUl’icLlloiS lied m UlELJ lusChj and even irmd to njIunCc li c Englishman 
by spiriting away lui- uitecpreter. they were nnt, 11 was mmoure I even 
above using poison to g-:un their ufc^ccbvo 

But then. Mild.enhi.-iJl Lum-elf was nut above chi anery, he was as urns 
tnglish hlstofinn puls it bluntly, 'a dishonest scoundrel" N'pither bJusisa- 
nar decepban coubt, however, get Ivcm any CndCC iviis Jmm Akbar ll v as 
only Lafctu. during lhe reign of jahanjpr that he nuUWg-c! I( get nme -art 
nt a firman, and even ttlPit proved to b-.- of nu jjractiCiil. value 

ijsj FEBRUARY LSW Ahd.tijlah Khan Ur beg dieif and W1N1 him passed 
lhe throat of ,in LDbfre invasion ui Li.Lia Relieved Akbar ■eLurned Ec 
Agra, and. soon fitter launched lus lung dekmjd Deccan rimpaigr 
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"Tliu rulers of the DaKMri uvery pm? nf ihcm - 4 ?v[ ml ; v \ 
.uit-Lislpmtii lq send ikur envdys every yfeflr With trlbu^ 
to thu Imperial iioLLtl,' chums Nnr.-jmuddin. Ahmad. Bui M PFl,5ct, *<- 
iihlI i' |-i , -l i ul i "n L rulers, nut Mughal M Akb;ir nl'i , 

.iujitL' 1 '.ini.L dial. Il>: objective of AkbEiKh Deo.\in p-ibry , K " 

Unui was Id dear I he territory of Ahmndna^r ohhn ." 1B 1 ' 
rul'buph o\ rebellion .md Ihun In prevail over Bljapur, Qiln 
Bklar so ill, it ihe rulers nf tlmsi: j?]aci - should make bindmo'h' 
dirdimcn. „! 

The frtt fumy of the Mug huh mlu tKef Dman Vitfs- m i-- 
ivIiltl Fir Muhammad entered Khandeidi m hni pumuii r .f Biw | j 'ii. . j"' 
Ilk ruler of Malwv. Thret years ki ter m 15mj, when Akbar V"!"* 
Mnlwa eh^bsing rebels in. drmnndud the submission iV Khiind' i 
Khnudc- h yielded, and sent him i prince ,i, bride, AFlcr thai- 
Virtually ignored (he Deccan for lh~ next twenty-seven vein, ijiiJ 
.vlvii be sc|t i.ti uys U the .'curt:- nf lh< Becmn sultanates i„ h, ,,, 
tliat they utkno^Ied^ Ms scurerainh Bijagur and Gificqrida wJa 
■kknMr J ! envoys . ourtuansl}, and sent Ihrtfiigh them valuable n, 
bui they balked at acknowledging Mughal nverlord^hlp Kband^h 
■tlread v a Mughal tributary nnce again sent n princess, this \~ m . 
sur Salim But Ahmadnagflr, a frontline stale. g^y lffe d |y J 

Akh.ir- af Dverlordslup and ns Nizam Shahi sJltan - u f|i' 

disniiiiL-,. d the Mughal Envoy Akber no led the affront and. bided 
him* 

Four years Later, in 1595, a chaotic -me'e^ston struggle m 
Ahmcdniigar fvnth four claimants ta the throne, im rh a pnppS D j ,, 
Ecu dal faction) opened a passage Mr the Mughal* to inter !hu 
LK^cnn When one- of the faction* sougJb Mughal help Akbar o'rde^d 
Irmcii Minsid. who was then governor of Gujarati to ma^ m |i m 
Murad I W.i5 on alcoholic and a prawn r— he preened as ^ ripe grade 
■.viu-n ho Wd* not even an unnpe grape/' says the acerbic Bud-um, US 
UuT ^ T' f V Ahdur-Kalum. the Khiiu-bhliiirnn. 

f, 11,151 ham P er ^ d lh '-‘ DeccEiti campaign and 

,h0 “ s f Mu f hilb P^hetrated deep Into thv state mid Laid ™ to ,|s 

pS}ii^ lmadXia8ar al> the LapturL ' oi tllcu ai r s«!inoet a i^mbbp 

hhe dpmmant factkai in the kingdom of Ahmadnagar at this ume 
' K, L f t ' V ^ Blbl ^ l^oon), a Nizam Shah, prints 

I Si oVh'" qt]tUn nf Bljfl P ur - ruk ‘ d Ahmadnagar 

ki,-, I - f Brind ' [ll2 P hcTv ' 3 bLi,ariiLT. an infant. Faced '.wth 

* rn*** ^ ^ 

■ ure hand, sh t persuaded Bijapur and Gnknnda !e 
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mcibiliise in her aid, by impressing On them the o-rnmnn dang^ fhey 
r I fj'nrn rhi Mllghnis, ,uid ill Ulf am? bmr -ill' Ine I tn platatE ihf: 
MuylmJ?i by coding tn them lk?r*ir, an Alini.dmgar proleeltii ilt Murad 
r , miiinp short of prijviflidrts, ,ind aware of Ehe troop mouements of 
Bniipur and Colcnnda, accepted l hand Btbi nffi • arid witlidn • tram 
Ahmadiijigar. 

Bui I 1 . Licinnl chatii f.T l t d in she -tali jntl luwililjtJi With tin 
Muejlml > broke out agdSn widiin a year Tn the issuing batllc lru j 
Mu,. hnl- worsted the enmbmi'd fortes m AJimadnngar, Sijnpur md 
Gotrnndp., but wpin not able Id pr> home their advantage, mon-y. 
becaut'e- of tJi n friction belwecm Murad and AbdtmfUhtm. two ' car. 
[jj£ er . Ul ■viay 1559, Murad, twctity-nuitr, died of delmum I re men?,, and 
Prince Daniya I twenty-seven a -ik hi - place ay In commandt r of Hv 
Mughiil force (t in the Uercan But DiUuv.il Loo was an ikoholj md hi 
appointment hardly unproved matters MnrnJe wj, low in li ; ■. Mughal 
camp at tlu& time- Ilmrr wa* a shortage of innck .:ic? the r - •' 

soldiu-t was long ill ijr<?Arej morL-nver the Muqhal axrUf . abhorred 
serving in the Ufeccan. und Uicre wen? several d ■■^cirnn-- fl is dear 
tjiai i/ [hr st tn a bn n were to he rebrieved Akhir huiiH.'d would ha ■ 1 
aioVir into tile FJco-an 

rn the last ww?U of St?p timber 159P Akbftr. fifl y-w-vpn n * . ■• t ul 

from Agra with an .irmy of 5D,fXHI llur- ■■ ind ordercrj Dartiyal In uMi 
on against A&mkdnagHr. fn Ihe fact Of such a mammotln in' istijfi 
a-iand hihi win, inclined to -.ue lur peaea, bui tLiat prudent ad wee w,n. 
[lot heeded, by hue- amirs who charged her uiih CUlJiU-mn with Lhi. 
MilgbUs, Tliyy mated the city cabblft tn storm her palace and kill her, 
.ind girded tfiemwlves fnMppose tb'& im nl»r And fightmy tensciousbi 
they Hucceedud in pj^servirig Ahmadragfli' - -- 1 ragmen tary - 1 ii lOi 
several decades, though ihe Mughais lamexed .1 r yood port il 
kmgdom. Including yMunadnagar cjo 

Prom ,-Vh mo dnagiir Lnu Mughals turned lei Kli.uiUCSti Khindesh 
had been tilt Thst Deccoru Stutc to submit to Ahb.ii but ndW Ihirf -Bis 
years lahir, its young ruler, BhJi.LlIuj FsT'iiqi, faking his cue from Hie 
del i nnce nt .Ahmadltagur and ndymg on ihe slrengih nf Asargarh nr,-, 
of the str«ngBftt hill forts m the world llwuw off Jii iLeginnrs to the. 
Untperoi 'This led tn WEir. 'md in January 1601 Akbar ‘■-daed A Ufgarh, 
aile'g^dly by «tcatugu]ii and, annexed Khandt’ih 

TImj Khnndesh campaign marked die und of Akbar'.. caiVCi el 
conquest, i'he Mughal empire now covered ihe whole of India north ■! 
the Gudavari River, except the tnbal belt south of Bshas In Qvc r. .nth 
th,_- umpire extended, into Kashmir, tn Ui« wv-d to liiu Hclmanu Rn • r in 
Afglmnistary, aii'd In. the casl tu thu vjJlev Of the BrdumpUtrfi Rjwur li 
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W*r, one I it the largest empires m Indian history, ^ va ih n , 

. vrr a hundred million people Akbur would prnbdblv 'h 3 .T' ' 1f,rn ol 
in the Derain ,i while longer, extend mg his fronlier* furth ;' n ^ L ' :| W 
'■'■'■is obliged lo return to die nnrLli lo deni with Prince s |J. M - ' V b ' il ll " 
snn, who had risen in rebellion. Hie eagle would soar no ^ e]Jes ' 



1fc2 



Person and Persona 



AKBAR 15 ONE '■'( the nrily Iw □ monarch^ m the I'nlin.- span of Indian 

[TLiririry to bo rallud great' r the other being Ai-uk., win.* h*.«i eighteen 
centuries Iwtore Akhar Akbai'ti nnuifi mefint ‘greaT, and i'. * . ■ ■ il.J Lr 
up to Lta promise. 

The passage oF time iitt. been kind in -■’■ ■ I- I frilly washing away 
I he common sludge oi life and enveloping him in ;I-,f misty, golden 
y,\ avf of myth, hut AJcbor lived, inn clone h our own tim- Juf ns nol tu 
know till- purSufl behind the peisdrifl, thi- deeply troubled man who 
despite all his great triumphs, was unhappy with himself and wisilfo 
oi the- world There was no held around Akbar s, head Tel. in in . own 
ivliv AklMi like Ai-olia, was a compassion ale king, especially m his 
later yearn Bid his complsaion ra not of thaniCLer which > .t-- violent, 
but ai intelligence 

They were both great i ,-mnanef-. Aijoki ,uul AkhiiJ. v:ho dared lu 
pursue the ideal or perfection beyond the ordinary limits of Ike possible. 
Akbur's ambition WHS! to gathur thu divert- peoples of the subtil tinuflt 
under his benevolent Wings, ir? enable Hum, through religious and 
cultural .cyncriilism. to Jive in. peace and amity Lt ll iis vision and in Inn 
intellectual openness and rationalism tins snnjnnnaiy medic-, .tl autocrat 
Was a thriruughl y modem mar, ahead af liis time, and in -unnE ways 
ahead even oF OUT time 

Afcbar, unlike A 50 Isa, Was nut ,1 gun I te perwn but .1 driven 
possessed man Wh.n distinguished him mud Was energy, ph-. -ical aid 
intcUc-CluaJ. a sparking, supercharged pJednc potency He was ir-vincibl- 
in the battlefield, a great empire builder "‘Every enterprise that the 
sublime genius of the Shflhtfisiiab iNippped in was accompli. 1 - h ed with 
die greatest ease halve vor difTicull it might appear to •jj‘dm.uy i yes/' 
says Abu! FazL And Du Tarn.. Writes, 'Echebar was one of Lin,- most 
fortunate mbnaiicha of his time. Everylhffig came lo Him that he wished 
/nr.' 1 

Gradually Akbur came tu he regal lied as .t man of superhuman 
powers- And the legend or his omnipotence, bj the none too mysterious 
pradEsf of Ihe u\lmsion nt myth into reality — oi the man growing to tiEJ 
the contours of ihe myth — made Akhar in fact invincible, as his 
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adfeersBries. with terror in Ihqit hearts and High! ln 



aril 



could never take n firm stand jagainpt him Omens ,m , 
dd(cEminan ! l of fortune m, medieval imies, always Favoured Ajlk''" 1 ' 
whvn ill-, wen ilt nm&\* Once when -U.kir was gom K b' v h!" ' 
campaign. .1 I, inn fish leapt out of the water and lell before “ U 1 
"i^Qthsajrers knew di.it the was .1 sign of success, mid '_‘ 1 \ '' hl1 

Luhl 11 ^l\:- Aliul Far I Similarly , when tlion? was - ■ 1 ■ ll1 



a sudden ''Inn 

ilia wnvJ discdirtn when he wms selling nut, il w.l - nn | ‘ . " u 111 
portending a change of fortune, hut as foi-frtelling vitforv On '!, ns 
□ccaslon, when the npf^piece oJ lib helmet foil oft when he -.'r"' r 
Campaign, it loo was read ns a sign of victory, and not of m '' 
'Tt is a good omen Hud Akh.ir " fnr tju| front has been mad,' 

AWbr seemed Id nde on a beam m dm energy of i^e U‘v\t\ 
Pises there was no rational e* plan a hen fnr why tie succeeded " 
mi postlb j,- situations A divine- prnvi dunce was therefore 
'ilt-.’r himself attributed Jus bucoess to celestial favour -"tn all • 

Enterprises .ill my reliance is on divine aid ' J| L said Rnpln m ' s 
Fail: "Verily. rhest doings nr<? of Grace- and not manufactured Jh -i 
are F^une md not cnnlm ance ' hut there was contrivance loti Akbl 
had foil Irust in Sic gaud fortune, but he abo made caiafu] prE pamh( . 
ti-.r all III • n-uipr campaigns I If hm- .in .1 cute insight, and show? mi[ '-K 
Wi-v fnrnsigjit hath m i voiding danijPTs and in seizing Favour, lU 1 - 
Opportunities for tarrying out hi- design*; says Mnnsc-rmtc. 
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AKBAR h CUN I LVJPORARJE 5 . ALL under his speJJ even [ BBUll 
missiona^wi, speak of lus majestic faring Mimsuirate writes “[fr 
I mice 15 .il a utahare and of a type of countenance widHilted ibi tus 
rava dignify, SC that mifi could g&Ily reaigivo:. even ,1 first irianre 
>-ni he IS the King His expre^on b Iranqud. serene nnd open, foil 
■li.-j of dignify and when tie 15 angry of awful majesty ” 

Akbsir accoedirtg to his tun J&huigir, “was nr middling stature, hut 

dark h ' IL “1 ™ther indining hi 

„? c &5 £“■ hlack *r« «> itout body, npen f m head 

il erf 1 IS, i,nt " " !*? *« a tahy wan. about *. 

™ : a , s ™ 11 P fn *Kh ltd Mitt ol 1,,. row. which appaatd 

Which w» ™*dfc«d wrt-v a®" , Ty 
i 'ryorfafa, who sM A» it was the 4gn of*JeS £h“J3 

£*27 He halt » '■'•'> l«d vote and , veiY abgnt and 

*ow 0 fotet er ^,T‘i'’,“ S ' md ^ " E^, ' 1 u,lF 2ak^l from 
a (ouch of ine|.i|. L fir,i ^ lull of Shdly dignity there was 
maiancttol, Uw (an,, „ the way hi-, heat, rfnjOMtl 
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■tideways l.^ughter. Monserrait ,v . did not become Ub ,r Wf.i’n hi 
InugSvy, his face becomes iilmrvd disforted.' 

He wan slightly hony-lufiged from much horse riding m his 
t-hJidhoOd ,ind limpt'd un lus I if I , "‘though indeed In Imv. ™ 
rCl ^.iiveJ nny iigury there/': siiyi Mnnwrrete. "His body L- uKcwdingly 
W cll built , 1 n.. I Is ncHthrr fuo Hun nur ton *lunt, He \$ sturdy, heady and 
rutmi.t ,r His sJniUldem wr.-ri brond and muscuLu his fact squan 1 , with 
, L ] e h |.iw. He spurted nn h^.ird. bui v-mre lung sideburns reachinf: 
li^nu.iili his earlobes Hi- mouth, (famed In 1 dr, .-up mg, tn.mm.ed 
mousbichc. was small .ind resnEutr- Lh,- lips thm There was .1 suggesUtm 
dL Impatience the: re. His nn^ u- straight and Lima!]., thcftigh rm 1 

uiStgnificant r ,T say$ Mo narrate "Hr? nostrils are widely opened as 
tJmugb in derision;' and hinted an explosive temper held in cbm I by 
tht force of will, lu^ widely set, heavy-lidded tyes beneath sparse, thir 
^ebrows were 'so bnghr and Daslung thai they seem Like a sta 
-dununering in mosmllghl His eyelashes aru very lung 

Aldi.ir's dress, was ridi but not gaudy, A simple turban ,:-i righlh- 
relied doth covered his head and a -ood part of liss broad open 
forehead, thu turban wns usually ndomnd with puarli. uiiJ gcui- vel 
appeared MUTiplu and iinoideiitahciuS. more apparel than un penal Jiadern 
l-Iu wore hiiRliv any jewels, except often ,1 string nr pearls around i 
Jicdc. The king lL .ippiireilad in il white -'abbt (muslin fume injidL: like 
a shirt and iii=d widi itfdngs on the one side and little doth ->n his head 
coloured oftentimes ivith red c-r yellow, 5.ny& RuJpb Filch Akbar v- ,r 
hLS ink long, not dose-croppud ■> WPS uhuoI umung huL, people 
probably ns "a LoriCCsSlDi' h* Indian ui'jgCL-, and to pfpa-ie tlifi Indian 
subjects;' says Mongemih; 'He generally nib. with crossed legs upon 
H couch covered With -cartel rugb 

If Jesuit missionaries are In be believed, Afcbur oceasiuoally wore 
European dress in private, in Ihe ptErrencu of European^ Wearing the 
European dne«?s ivas not, however, a mere fancy for Akbflr. That Iif did 
in order to plewe his gUeSlV MorL^rrate. The ]eiuit prju:,l Acquaviva. 
Dnce fooild Akhar dad a\ A Silk dhoti, WbatEVET dress he ivc.in.- ,1 vaf- 
henvily perfumed. ’tTis Majesty ls very fond of pErteimes. ivnia re id 
Ha? I J, Thc court hall is amtinuftUy scented, with ambergris, alorswiwd, 
and ccmpoSitiorH accurdirlg (O rmcleilt ;ecipes, OI n ivlure-^ invented t-V 
His MajEsty, and inccnbL ia daily burn! m gold and silver ccnsere u-f 
various shapes, whilst sw’eet-smeIJijig flowers me used in large qumiibEs 
Oils are also extracted from flower?, and used for ihe skm ar.d hau 



GOMFLEX ANT? MULTtFAGETED Akbar was an emgena II- hu. 
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csnpiT.ini - Hi- never r veiled turnspit Fully to limiting g n , 

1 1 . 1 1 i*-sBve flitee rifo-C un hi ry JflStliL historun. '’And m all ,w ^\. 



■ ^ hll Ik 

wiiJi the L-haracterisbe manner nf King Akhip— a man. uptjarEnH , 
from mystery and guile a- I mm- -I ind candid j- could b' U p r,>H ‘ 
but in reality so dose an ! self-conl ■. u’lUii, with fofrlj&ts of Wn -i"^^ 
iJtuds ?ii3 liivrrgL-nt urn- f«uji thi: other raid most tinyes 
that uvcn by much se-iking one could nut rind Lhe clue tu In i 
Tlvijiit alien happened tlnnt u person, comparing him lodm, wiib^h 
he was yesterday, could Find no resemblance; find even aa ^Le , ' 11 
observer niter Song .»nd familiar intercourse with Jrsm, knew m-,''' 1 - * 
nf him on the last Say than hu had known nn die full " '' "' ' U: 



Ni. hl 1 had the measure ot Akbar. for he lived tightly r. || nc j . 
Iiimsulf As emperor hr- WtlS allVJys m the public ci;c- Even his nr? i' 
hiti torts public. Thu ctrttttfert knew where he was fit all Limes, and 
heard rumours about what he wild and did., wherevur hi? ev ' D ^ ' 
SiL!, apartment m the harem There Was no private place anywhere !!! 
which Akbar lanild retreat cxcepl into himself, bo lie kept caftcenled 
within himscll a L^otid purl ot whftf lie thought and felt 

I hat hidden, interior Spare was whit gave Akbads cklntcfer j|t 
dept!- and resonance, and ah* it? mystery He was perfeeiucJ bv 
dlllerent people in different ways su Lliul though there are VOl^hyV 
contemporary writings about Akbar. his personality remains elusive 
chiun hi? motives were mi-sundfiisfapd, bul he was philoiophh d abnei 
it as he onto, wrote to Abdullah Khan Uzbeg; 



n/ God prop Hr fjuorv srJlrl that Ho had a itw 
Of tft , - ProjiJito iLi.'pjt: seul J/jui he 

ttVTS J SaTCi'T£t 

Mather Gad nor tin. Prophet hm escupxl 
dif sfiiiirh'r of inerl, 

Thru hm could l? 



AUnr radiated awesome power. Hls effect on people whs mearierJc A 
" '" r ! b P n ™ a % a ruler of CAB n and Akbar was supremely masterful 

J ^ rCl l? jf de * d hD W -' E1 ‘ IJ K ™£- says Du Jamc 'fur he blew 
-J.at the good - iJ — r is. he who can command simultaneously the 
obedience the respect, tire lew* and the fear ni h* objects." 

Usually Akbar was pleasant mannered, fan perfect self-control. and 

rn Ltr , Jn ;T CDn 1 tol ,,f chough a shadow of 

- ten L ,!r ' l 'y ,ht -| OVFr J " jr1, lnd Jid 8trajl B c th ing:. And he did have 
temp ^ ,i 1 h "- b was J thing. When u flared up But these 

™ *»■*■* «*« «■ pUlm* iowS, dLd" 
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1,L']:I 131 'irvice dVt'i| cho- i' -vivi h- Irayr .1 htm Th- Tubb d qualil .| 
prsna-" I- du' forgiveness of feulia/' he main Lamed Hu was strong 
1(1 t - ltfi ' ir for ^ ti,r the tai ill ol ollws 
■’'The wnrid of eni?tpnce v, mnennhje only to klndnet»/" Akbar 
professed '"Mn living i fi-aUjrc? deserves tejedioh " Notes Father Icri'mc 
>i,mijr. a fe.sml rtusiitDnury iri Abh.ir - court "He wa? great .vith ih- 
jgre: ni ■ sud lowly xvitfl low ly*. Surtcih ulrihLu-.i 1 1 .' - With ir-fll i rl 
common peopl 1 --,. lit was so sympaiJ eiu mrl mdnlgerit, that !■■ alwav 
fqund Lime gladly to hear thuir cases, iiiltl tu respond graciously lo iheir 
requests Then" little offerings, too. he u rd .■ ic. ■ ■ l v. uch a 
pleased Inrsk, handling them and pulling I hem sri his hi^i-rr. as hf? did 
not do w i Lli ihe most lavish gtiL* of the nobles-, which, With discreet 
pretence., he often .-.ec-mcd not eV(?n f. glauct at Th-.Uj^Ji ^oxlurjiiJ ■, 

caciiiidered tightibitud, A kb, ir used to \ p - hemp of gnid .nd liver 

com- beside him, to give away a - presents Ouci ho empciud tin pi-. I 
in tjic ccmrlViird nf die F.itehp ir hikri patare and oiled l •-. ilh gold 
silver and copper coins and gave it ill away ■.-■ .dms 

Dtspjle all tin- ccifiLroversies lurmundmg him, Akbar ’.'.as a uupuJjr 
monarch, "He W& a pnnee bc]nv«l of all/' s.iys Du farrlc, "firm widi 
the grent, kind to thof-ic Olf bw eslutn and |iosi to all mcn r hsgli and k * 
neighbour nr ‘Stranger, Chrtsban, Saracen, or Gentile, ?so ih.il every ir. =r 
believed that file king WO" on htB Ride ' At Abul Fa A. would have i| 
Akbiir wns 

Sr^jirioiis, liberal cmd gmliu 
An angel ).'? flit form of NWPf 

Net quite Akbar was no angel Out he di i work very hard to Isle a 
gn-od ruler, Hll- day w,n ? long, and began early About dm- haufS 
before daybreak, musicians ?amck up :o awaken the emperor And die 
cnurl After abJuLiOfiS, Akbar vpent F-ome time un prayers and 
meditation — or ns Abul Fazl puts is, L-lin Majesty retires to His- private 
apartments, bring-, i-Lb external appearance in harmony with lHe 
S implicity of bL 5 heart, ,'iild feunches, forth into Lhe qcean ol 
contemplation ,v Then for lhe rwl nj I he 1 day. H-xcept Ilt a nnp c: 
midday, Akbar was busv with work till late at nigh! He s'epi 1 ■- 1 
"He passed Ills nights in wakefulness, and flop I bide in the iJ.v. ' sat s 
Jahangir, 'the length of :u:- sleep IT- i whole ntghl and ! ; ,11 

mure than A watch and half (foul' and j h.ii hour?, Said AM -r 
"Although steep brings heallfi of body, ye! as life its the greatest gift of 
tteid it were better thnf it should he Fpenl in wn kef u mess 

Akbar was Essentially a man of action [hough 'heir- was m him a 
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:.l 5 ron^ pn-'dilretitm inr mysticism and philosophy, he had rm naElc 
with abstract, pointless speculation and Tncblphysurnl 
Everyth^- m narm 1 wav had la hays n p^clfral nelevanru and had f 
i-nurgize action, for. as, he said, Although know I c dpt 1 lsi J^elf n 
regarded a5 line summit of purfcLhan, yet unless OLHpJayed m i, tin r , ' i 
beat-., noi Ihe lmpmss of worth Indeed, it may ho consider* rf Wfl | ' 
than ignorance " 

In battle Akbar delighted tr plunging m wimp* ihc- figM i.-- 
thickest and the ■! anger greatest — sn impetuous was he that &om«jL n,^ 
hm officers dcLiberafely had to frustrate hr. hat tie plans | n , 4Vl , j 1|jt ' 
Irons hLriLS-c li He did not kriuw what feai was When the need i--',.' 
pressing, he mu Id mow at lightning speed, often travelling f r0n| 
midnipht to [niddav to oonlenind his adversaries Gui lie would not 
ithVl'I up an the enemy treacherously m tliu night for a surprise f=itnii 
50r L ir held. .IP Ain. I |-nri mils i| 'Ini ' i mgEil attack lh thu trade of 
coward 1 . ' 

Akbar k energy was prmtogipu&, and low could. march hr. startuna 
Once when ho walked mm a hurling ground near Mathura to \^ rj 
i dial once ill nearly sixty kdnrn idTL- r , on lv Ihvec Ul his tompajuops w f . [v 
.3 Mo koep up vn l±i him and stay the i-ourv? Yet, for a mem who usad 
up 1-0 mudl energy, ho diet w,n frugal* In llli- youth he Was gluLEnncma, 

■ LH tut 1 '.ibi Lb danged .ind he-.:, imp spartan as he grew uldor. 'In the 
L-oursv nt twenty-four hours; His Majesty pat. but oodu and leaves off 
before he 13 fully satisfied ' ‘-ny; Ahul Fnzl ''neither is IFiuff any fused 
time fnr this men]. Lull tile servants have always things so far ready, 

I h.lt III the space of an hour a ft er Idle tinder ha? been given, a hundred 
dishes are served, up ’’ 

Atbar was indifferent tr. food "‘What dinner has been prepared 
iod.1V" never passes over LuS tor.gui-. says Abul Pa? I Toward?, the end 
ot his, lift he virtually gave up eating meat; vegetables and fruits, 
especially fruits, Ilian constituted his mam diet "During three months 
□r the year he ate meat, and for the recti aining nine contented himself 
with Sufi toed and was no way pleased with the slaughter of anintils/' 
not.-b lahangir "Hit. Majesty Lara? very Little fnr meat If lug Majesty 
hud nut rug burden of tile World Dm his shoulder he would a‘ c-nce 
total ly abaEiur. irnm meat. and now il it his mtenbOn t;> quit il bv 
dugi-er, reports Abut Fan "It is not right that ,i man should make Ins 
itoTn.ich °i animals Akbar maintained "My father tliu late 

king was exceedingly Ir-rd of fruit, especially melons. pomegranates 
and grape.-; pays hihan^si Akhnr had fruits served hi him even When 
ht took opium or Wine Adds Abul Fail "His Majesty look, jpbit 
m..i as one r.i Jic .’fcatesl gifts ol th* 3 Creator, and pay? mudl 
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lElentloii to them Ever more the cnrtt|uwt uf Kabul. Kandah u r, -md 
Kashmir, lu.idn nf fruit arc imporled 

Ibougli indillnr"iit Eli food, Akb.ir wflfi particular ibnut valcr Hi 
r itcfcrn rd w a ter irnm the Gang a " the w.i Let < -\ imra nrtnl 1 1 y ' h a I fnd 

,1 - uut cirranged to procure il u '-cn wJtun hr trnvi-tk'd to ur-oU pljfE»i 
^Vtwn Akb.ir was lrt Punidb. n.uii;.i Wfelan W m Ito-ihIiI from Hnrul.-.ir 
TSoint- Ifiwrworlhy person. 1 , .in- gtaboned in li- funks nr that n -■.. 
who dispatch the water In -tdcil jar-. nnM? Abul F.iz) ,r ki 

joUcfiey& nnd hunLinR parties, lus Ma]esty, frrrm his predilechrm for 
LfLiod water appoints experienced men as watef-tasler? Hii - r 
Wi]ii cci y]ed with ice, LI -.'.aEbblu, otlterw iw with vaitpi b- For ■ • >kmj 
ram water nr water rrotn liiu Yanmn.i or the Chun..b v. ■■ :r= rd d 

w i tii a Ei Hit Gan^a Water" 

Idnlikr his father or ho tons, Akbar was .not a Jil.ivv drinker, nor 
wa± he m opium addict, thnugh ho Kid ,i irinrli ■.■=■■■• fur jrrad the 
.ommon spiritlious liquor of India, and for p.m-tn. =i d.nnl ■*! apaim 
cut with various spices. “He rarely drinks wine, but quenches his thirst 
with poushi or water * -ays. Manse nv.U- Sometime 1 -, vvluJe U tcnuiR '>• 
ihu dljSCUuriBa nf tl-. filiillts, he tell nsieup from the effect of Of I am - 

iLcoI-icjI or perhaps out of boredorn 'J obocro was fused int - the 

Mughal court tmwirds the lose nt Akbar' • niign bat hi did not tnk* 

to il 

AS- AKPAK GREW oldm, be grew w stature. Not CinLy lhat, uj: -■ w- 
character underwent .i mu I inn n as Ji olvad ernm ,i yn -h f r.i* ur - 
appetites — tor food, ior scs., for adventure, for conquest- Ihlo an uisien 
somewhat Kadduiied man in niiddtn age Only hi* appetite fur cenquest 
remained unabated till the end 

Ah ,i young mil i * Akbar was a seniai pn-dalar L Jc : married earh 
and often Abul Fflzi lists seven wives of Akbar, three in excess pt i.t=- 
Itberal four permitted by Islam, and ihese Were jllft lus legal Wl 
mamed by the foraifll rufu/t oeriempny. In addition hi- bed savcr-tl 
Wives by Informal ttulinit mamu which tniulved no -eifimc-ny and 
tirld little legitimacy He ako hid numerous condubuir:. In al. Akbar 
probably had in lus haredli ^ vvn-e^ and concubine:-., some 3K1 women, 
£idm many races and riilJercnt religion- but cqntur. 1 t i iv pre si! ng 
custom unue.Exu.iIj i y, he was strictly hetmaseMia] 

] n bus voudi Akbar hud not, as he hunsetf uw ■■ admitted regarded 
die queSlirvn ol I he number of permitrx-d Wives md load married 
whntu’-.'r munbi-r of women he pleased But w hen he had pul c-r 
the mo ride of an arbiter in rcligicm, h is CiirLy manta I even? Kai tecomu 
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an iamb niirossmenh ind he wughl lh» j help tif Ihf r , , 



legitimize his, illfRilimiiLc: rtiirlfe^pH, -\j>d enough, 
cnmplbun tly bt^prating that foil r cmiJd aJisa mean n inr or ^vrm - , ^ ^ 
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iTiey further djr$w a distnnctiein between fltJbjJi wives and mjjj i . u 
und crond tided that a man mav take ,ia many mutalt w ' V,MU!lt 

H ' ‘ u h = 



In hlh twenties, Akbar^ .wxi W ] appetite had.seeined msin.-hi, 
1564 when h*. was twenty-two and already a mucfif married! m rt 
Find him casting .thou! for fresh mates sending pandeni and m'ni ^ 
into die harems of nobles in select Women Upr hi in ih> E y w ‘ ! 15 
on married women, and, as Badaurti reports, in one eaue a\ |, .. | , " 
farced an amir in divorce hit- "wunderrulty be.mtdiil und iiltnjjujhci-^ 
charmmp; wife withoul per' and send her to the impend harem TV 
aniLJ Sheikh Abdul Wasi. had no option bui Lri convent, fr> r m ^ Ja ^ 
Mughal custom Unit "ji Liu: emperor oast tiU rjye with desire nr' 
woman i ho husband should divorce heir ,md give her over m ili- 
um peror, 

Akuar's raids into the households of a mm- caused i&hgtderabjp 
mientmimt pays Badrium, ind a great terror fell upon the City" which 
-liny have had something In do with an a ISfliainntlDr! attempt op 
Akbar around 'his Lime., m which a -lave named l ; ulad shot .m arm*.; 
ar Akbiir From the hukony ol a. seminary m Delhi when he was 
passing by after visiting the tomb of Sheikh Mtzpjiiddin Auliya AhuJ 
1 r '"i describe the scene. Jr lt {the arrow) struck His Majesty's nglu 
shoulder snd peticlmtud about die length of a span, A ctv rose From 
heaven ind earth, nnd devoted followers lull upon that wretch Tney 
.vistied In examine him and not to kill him at once bui H3s 2yJajcAL T 
indicated that he diolild be speedily put In death | ES t a number of 
Jny.i lists shauld Inll under suipiaSn 111 m instant Lliey , m him In 
pieces. w 



Stiii Akbar l eyes vonimued |*o row Seven years later. Li £571 
when Kr< was luir 'L J]l ^ hermitage ol Sheikh Salim Chishti a l 
dun ng the cunsimehon of Ins new cipibJ not even his Veneration Fdi 
th,. rage inhibited him Oiishti had allowed Akbar entry into hit 
r 'lV.itv apartments, and Akha/ roamed a bit evun there. &a thsi iln 
Sheikha Hont And nophetvH complained "Our wives am becomlftL 
l-- [ ranged From ua But the ivDridly wise sage* advised Ihem “Thae Li 
no dnam, of women m Ihu world Since I haw made you umirs. .eel* 
Other W,vec. whai due. it malted* Uadaun, rarmnnlizc- 



Gnf. , rt r r mirk m fueudshiy raitk n?r 
delimit drtfccr, 
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AkLWK sexuality wa-. intense bui sliorhlive»:E, and by uarly middle age 
[ n i, wa- -..und i irad u ,d I y l> o hi .ime cnnlinenl i la. I f been ■ *• mi'Iiiu 
] would huve taken n-' 1 worn on Irom inv itwn kingdom mtn my 
scrngUu,"' In pu"U?r 1 1*, cunJu-.' i'll. '!■" my ‘iiibjech an i * me Ihu 
place of children. ' Hr: even rcrommirndcd mnriogamy siyin-g T r . -nr, k 
mod' lhan one wife ih *■ Wnrk uJ'*' - nvrtl undoing lr rafil’ ' III- W£iv 
hiLffon, nr bore no son, it might then be i/xpudicnl ' 

M»fiog^ m v Was ant however prartlcnl far a media ■-■ nj ruler, muni 
mortality being what it was in tlmw day. ,i number of wives, and js, 
Lnanv Children a.h possible were Lin only insurance agampt Ihe Une 
dying out. PliJiLjc^ tnu piayed a rde in determining the ami of Lhe royal 
family— A kbim sunpLy had to keep marrying princesses to hind his 
alliances With Ihv vastnla and h ibuhry ruleiii of hi-., u^p.mdmg empire. 

He look tiL4 Fil-sL Wife, Ruqarri Begum, i rnu.m when hr W,i . 
about j'jftetTi years old, i-h- oullfw-J him by man 1 , w and died u r-l 
Childlcsi- herielf- alw? landed Akbar's grandson Knurr, un. who ■■ .* usually 
ascundfd (he throne a. Shall Jahan Has other oaleworthy spe-u^e? wrae 
Salima Begum (Biram Khan's widow) and Itiip Mhara Mat - daughter 
the mother nf SiJim 

Before Salim ‘s birth, "llic ampem; had lud '•cierai . Ji i i*l j *.- 1 m 
BUCcc^Slon bam La luin, but they had all passed A Wiiy at a antler age. 
nuttis Badaurli Hi.-* iir-r child w.l& J dailghliT. |-nl im,i Banu BegUui. JtmI 
.he died if| infancy ird t;o did the ftrat sons bom to lllm, tl mh named 
H itsan and Husain, bam in ISb-l. I In Jjv^d only .i month In \$£>2 
Akh.ir bug.an hia annual pilgnmugc-. to ihe lamb of Sheikh Muinuddln 
diishti J n A] mur, L-Oinelimea travelling part of f]w Waj = n Fool, in liu. 
hapn ol winning dnmu J.ivour for an heir, and curttmued in do sn ti]l 
IS/i>, thmigli by than he hud three sons, and he honsulf lu;d become 
disenchanted wiMi Kl.rni 

[i way the hick of m heir thal made Akb.ir ^nk ihu blossmg:. □( 
Sheikh Salim ChiShH. .I duvilce of tile sum' *.r Afmer and hrm^di a 
revered holy man wha lived in ,i liomtifagi? .imid.^t I he nxiky hills of 
SEkri. The hheiJJi Oisuned Akiar that h!> prayers would h** answered, 
ami In- wi^uld he bltssnd with three sons 5u when his Rapp lit: wife was 
With child, Akiar soil h.Fr la thE hermitage at &ik-n foi her rrmrinDmunL 
lor the childbirth to be made nn-pLcmuL- by lEie:,j IMlu.il paten w of I n-s 
L?lacu. The cHlIJ. ^1 -inn, bom in August when Akbnr was twenh- 
sbvbJlj, was named Salim, after tliu iflge Akbflf celebrated ine turlh nr 
hb heir with a seven-day Festival, during which I r S.n-ner. V.'ere roJea&sd. 
so i hat Ihu duld might be bl?S5fld hy their graiitude. A few months 
|rtjc-r r m Jaiiliary fallowinE, Akbar sr-t li-j! on a Lhanksgn mg pjlgnmagc 
In Ajmer, walking die- (Entire 3iiiJ kilametrus an font, covering il m 
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siKteETL stages, averaging immly-lhret? ktlometras 4 dai, 

Three months after the birth of Salim a daughter w.v-. b 
Afcbar, and then Murad, bnm tn Salima Begum m June ISTt/l-. ^ t0 
Inter m September 1572 wis bom Akb'arS last sen D^iv'i ' 
Stilly bwo mofe daughters Akbar was peLriuhilarly fond" ef h 
daughter, Aram Itanu Begum, a hot-tempered and wucy girl ' Ml 



111 iterate Savant 



\lCBAR WAS JUST thirty- when b]S third sort wap bnm Hif line was 
*o* secure He bad aclueved must ui fa, political ambitions Ido, and 
" s tlic absolute ruler of a vast empire. Gradually then, he began tp 
' fTl aWi iy ftom the quest lOf tempo rj] and ramal gratifications to 
^jJlurai and spirit net pursuits, though the expansion and consolidation 
uf fits empire would ever remain his primary goal And whatever fa 
j,d whether leading a cavalry charge, debating religious issues, or 
L'ven playing a gainer he applied himself to it with resolute intensity 
■ At one time he would be deeply immersed in state ,iihits r ur giving 
audience to his subjects, 1 ' says Du Jarrir, ,f aiu1 the neat moment he 
would he anun shearing camels, hewing stones cutting wood. nr 
hammering iron, and doing all with as much diligence as though 
unpaged m his own particular vocation,'' 

A lifelong passion of Akbir was music, and he gathered in his 
touri the finest musical talent hum all over his far-flung empire, 
including Tortsen. the most renowned Indian niusidttn-compaser of the 
age Hue emperor himself was a shilled drummer, ;tnd had teamed 
singing from Lai Kahwou!. who taught him, m the words of bill imp 
every breathing and sound thal appertains to die Hindi language''. A 
lii&cuming Inver of poetry, Akbar also occasionally composed verses 
'The inspired nature of his Majesty is strongly drawn to the composing 
l>£ Hind] and Persian poetry and 1 * critical and hair splitting m the 
nifties □£ poetic diction.” writes Abul FazJ, and goes on to quote one 
of Akbar's compositions': 

it rs Wt the Chain oj immuiw an the tied: 

of (hr afflicted Mrijinim; 

Love hath fa id ir Joi-'jfljf hrniti on fns JitrcU 

Akbar bad .1 special infinity for the soaring, mystical works of Sufi 
poets but mere jugglery of Words repelled him " \ rope-dancer performs 
With feet and hands, a P Dfll with his tongue/' Mid Afcbflf about 
commonplace, banal versifiers And fi S 9tw "Since the poet builds on 
fiction his creation cannot be seriously woiplisl r There was much 
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truth in this reproach for masi medieval Indian poet 1 * ospoctaliv \\ 
pi^sydsb m the court, weiU hallow und. yfcrbnl mcgu^ 

Though some of the great devotional jpoets of the a^c r includinR Tuk 
l).T!3. I he greatest Hindi epic poet Q i nil tune, were A kli Tr^' 
contemporaries, he does rot seem to have been familiar wiih ih U3 r 
works. 

En hn- Eimt AhLmr enjoyed « considerable reputation ns a ^ Vanl 
Bui he was illiterate, barely able lo sign his own amine— Lin? Cll |, 
sample we hive of his handwriting 15 a signature on the margin of a 
manuscript honk Written laboriously, like a child. 'He j*. illuumtB " 
state. 1 ; Monwirrate ' 'Although illiterate.. |tnj had acquired so much 
knowledge] that na one knew him to be illiterate/ says Jahangir. Benin, 
unlettered was not, however, a disability m the Mughal emperor— then' 
was iv lunrlmna! nued for him |n be ItleriEd, far he «ru]d always hue 
people to read and write for lmu, 

And this was what tie did He had an insatiable thirst for knowledge 
arid lted books m-ad UUl lo him regularly, sn 1 h.it in the course of Sinn- 
because of hi- keen Interest and retentive mum cry, he became quite a 
learned. man He possessed a vast pemana] library, which, according tfs 
an inventory said tn have been Inked of his troo-sures after his death, 
contained 24,000 volumes, vqfijed a( 6.5 million rupees He ,i]so 
maintained an eKtcnssvi.' translation deportment at I he court, wliidi 
could handle many languages, including Creek, and translated from 
Sanskrit into Persian such works as the Hindu epics Mithatifptwla ,md 
Kfliruy.irrjT, ,md Jjrefflttt/f, j, pouhe treatise nn arithmetic. Some of Akbar 1 5 
.uni it UiEmHelves wore dwtmguished scholars Abdur-Iinhim, the kh.m- 
i-kharuin. for instance, was a great linguist, fluent in Persian. Arabic, 
Turki, Sanskrit and Hindi; it was he whn translated Babur'- memoirs; 
from Turk! intu Torsion. The memoirs of Gulbadan Begum nnd Jauhar 
were also written At Akbar's request- "There was an order issued- — 
write down whatever you know of the doings oF Babur nrtd Humnyun, 
notes Gulbadan, 

For all hi!; passion for know lodge, Aklmr did noi ran* for printed 
works, and gave away the books presented to him by the Jesuits- He 
collected unlv mamiEcnpIs, valued equally far their calligraphy and 
illustm LiOnS as; Ear then contents All were exquisitely bound The 
books wen; ivories nf art. This was important to Akbar, for he was an 
aidimt and discerning patron af art ‘'His Majesty, from his earliest 
youth, has shown a great prethlectinn far this art [drawing)/' snys Abul 
Fazl. As .1 boy hu had eagerly taken [<i drawing; and when he became 
emperor he gathered U 1 llh. court several noted urLihL- and cummUSioncd 
from them major illu Hi rated works. 
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,1 1 Pnvl rnenlions the ri*nWP of ergHlucn enuncnl whete m AJdar'- 
^ bU ' * n ol whom were Hindus, Indicating the prevalence of a 



a ,urt, ^ art tradition But Persian Influence dominated Mughal 

hv . e |y inJis* ■ , t|u , tiju | (|f j^jtbnr's life, European influences ™kn 



ar L and towards 



of 1 Hi? Madonna in 



u ‘- k > - htf j, , | [ Once, w-lum Akbar saw n painting 

. _ K , in[? i he person a I U- earned tiie picture into the royal hnrerii 
lhC h w it to his iyiyep. Hts own drawing master, Khwa|.i AbduS 
j j « [ known, artist, a disciple of Bihzad. I be celebrated 
Hem | he was brought to India from Persia by Humayun 
tu -r' inppintecl him AH the head ni Ihv imperial mints, jrul it w-i, 

■ tiinoMv he who designed die admirable coins of Akbar that am 
. j asj t]ie finest coins minted anywhere? m the world nt Ihu time 
^Tha most renowned artist in Allan - court wa* Daswanth, snn of 
onor palaiwiMlft-bBitrcr, who used to wander about the strip, of 
P T ' Knur Lis a Child, drawtnff on walls. Akbar noticed him, and tool 
h u to tho court In be coached bv Abdus Samad Anon Du;w.tr th 
amshono he. master But tragically, after ten year, m the imp^d 
ileber he committed suicide "All Lit once/ says AbuJ Fail, meluncho > 
] lH i passion nf him, and he wounded himself with ,1 dagger 
As it Akbar was also keenly isi^rasle) cn L-raffi and maehsiierj r 
u L Jo Ved pottering about in workshops, especially m tlie gunsmith) 
Lind was an inventor nf scute himseli Abul Fral mmtfons Lhat -ikbar 
filbricated a wheel eonlrnptiOr tumeii by a ’■■■' whidl !.LXtetm gill I 
tiLirreb. could be cleaned simultaneously; he lh also r-aid to have matii 
a number of modifications in the designs of weapon* 

THE WARRIOR king lhai he was, Akbar w-ew an avid vpoitem.in, 
LhOLiph it IS prabable that, as Abul Fizl claims, he was seeking nthe; 
™ than mere pleasure in sports. 'Tnasmuch a, die wu-e make u.^ u 
sport lo lent men when they are at Hb Majesty was sludyrng ^ 

the groups |o-f amirs playing various gaOKw] wiUl ihe norms of 
knowledge,/ nays Abul Fazl, echnulg He id^ maxur. that In OUT pbv 

wc ri've.ii what kind r.f people wi- ■ 1 r 1 ■ 

Whflt Akbar unloved most in sports w*5 hunting, whidl was a 
substitute— and sometimes a wann-vp— tor bartla. As UuirnCe 
a modern biographer of Akbar, puts it, the Mughal was possessed 
svLtb the fever Of the hunt, whether of beasts Or of men Here again, 
Abul Fail attributes occult motives Up Akbar 'Superficial, ivorldly 

□brervera see in killing an animal a sort 

U1 huimns fl means of acquisition uf know ledge, and iho lempte ni 
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has to hi* lJ ulijiii if. credit sum? .if the most itiflisiw hunLv ■ ■ 
anywhere Early m 1^7 hr mranRCil ,1 fotlu.' hunl neni V ,"h 
which 5£l r 00t) ht’iiiern, laboured for ,i month to drive ,i!l the Rn ' „ ,, 
area m(o .1 slaughter arena pf sixtoen kilometre circumference r .-,- i 
tlivs Mibiir hunted them, using every con<i?ivahle weme n ^^,|., 

miLikul - " -la«ghtenn E a prodigious niun S 

ot -tnlmak Hunting ivtth trained cheetahs was a special ,oy fo r A1( ^ 
-m ( i he had at nrv- time ,v, many as a 100D dwells in hr, 
slahlcs of which 50 were kept it the court His favourite chrtSf 
Ma< ‘ cin KaJ * !iad honour of having j drum heuiun ^f orE A 
precession. Akbar was a dam-ig bunler, Once,, on (he Way from fWalwa 
us Agra, when he cam- arrow n tigress with cubs he," iusl nmnte- n 

old *en, fearlessly approached it on foot, despite the foroeih £1 f 
the teas I protecting fo. young, and 4* w it with his sword-* feat 
wiiLlih, along With other sun ilar e^plnit^ went in in the maiding of tht- 
legend of ins superhuman powers 

Akbai prated himself on having special powers over buds an d 
amir.nl- ^ r Lld deer, it is said used to eat nut of his hand, and when hb 
courtiers marvelled ai tli j=s. Akbar remarked that "it wew nm 
extraordinary Hurt such things occurred if one did not iU-fcreat aniinab 
and spoke kindly to th o&u dumb creatures " He w t is a kern pfen Hter 
horn Jus childhood and .is emperor maintained some 2*>,rX3l> carofollv 
brfd pigeons, divided into tun group-. hu loved watching thelt antics 
which he called isIjMwsp, love-ptajr. He also had 12 jQ 0D deer, ot which 
ltll weiu kept In tire citadel 



To the horror of orthodox Muslims, Akbar abo maintained a 
ki-lWcl of dog.-,. Badaum charges that Akbar, "in enmempt of bkm 
CCa f in S consider swine and dogi as unclean, kepi them m the harem 
and under the iort and regarded I he- going to look at them every 
morning as a religious service " Akbar justified his fondness for dogs 
by daiming that (hey had ten virtues ami that "if a man had hut one 

t ^ iyiTl ^ wau ^ 1,1 SlUnL ' His favourite dog wus named Mahuwa, 
charmer. 

bui the animal liici t Akfoir favoured mast was ihe eleplfuitt, with 
winch he JS said to have had a spec 3 .il lapporL When the Sultan of 
ijapur Ones rffsktd A.sad Beg, hislorian and bureaucrat, what Akbar 
had "the gmate.sl lasts for", Asad bad □ readv answer: "Rare iWuk and 
chmre elephants Akbar was utterly foarkfe in handling elephants, . 
and could nde unruly elephant* that others toured to mount, climbing 
pn 'i' 11111 -Ivjiping on their tusks, even when they Were in the mining 
■^■3?, on In his youth he sometime used to leap onto die harks of 
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Unh tnte frciui □ wall nr a (ree, and malce du-m hghl other 

rrff&rt hb h fl . 

1,]L ' P Vin ihil he lake such risks? ^plained Akbar "Our knowingly and 

w ii „ mrsuntins on imijderajjs elephants m musth, when Lhcv 
inU'nHnnauy ^ - - 1 j ■ 

have • 

kilfoil 

u -anu: iui,l. w tiavu knowingly made .in aspiration which was 



I 1 ''' 111 ' 1 nmlnent pftw r itni> brought llieir drivers under ihcir feet and 
b ‘ 1 ,l d'dirm and when they h^e shin many a man, ha-, tlu for *i 
k,ltE1 iinJ motive: that, if I have: knowingly LaJten i -.fop which h 



according to His pleasure, may that ulcphant fim .hu-. for we 
rtP ’lut support the burden of life under God's dihpieasurc Hr w- 
sMuir hts fiiie, he ckumrd fortunately, hr, luck held, whatever the 
Tplsoli [or his dimrdrvil ry 

Wrestling was another favourite sport m Akbar. and .m> waf- shinty in 
frt | 0 j ^htch he played with great ve-m, often hlttmg the bail tn mid- 
!m Hg look polo so sunnir.ly that COUIhen wen- required to play U 
regularly, and any one who did not e*i?rl hunself well wa^ lubE. to bt 
',mi out of the court— or even banished from the empire Tu fodute fo.e 
am|r5 lD pjjay, butting uo the game was allowed, and Akbar Ivid 'knobs 
n f gn!d 3 rd silver fixed to the tops nf the chaugun sticks - ip Abui 
Fa/d ''If one ot them breaks, any player ihai gel: hold of ihe piucus 
may 1 keep ihem " To play die game .it mgbl. Akbar introduced □ 
luminous ball of jmJms wood, which smouldered when ignited 

Akbar also played a variety oi inddur game*, and is cvedited with 
inventing a dice game called Chanda! Man dal In a - ccn. described by 
Abul Faj|, we see Akbar and his amirs at play oi the lakeside in 
Fateh pur Sikri: "Some weru playing at draughts, some at chess, and 
many were occupied with cards.. 1 Akbar played ali games in >- deadly 
competitive spirit, as if foey were battles, and at Ihist one Jualh was 

recorded whitE he was playing pofo 

If spurt was battle for Akbar, wfoetiiruiS battle was Sport Othtb. W r fl£fl 
]ie was enCJiitlped at Knrukshetia ,i ventre of Hindu pf^grUTUigE --nniu 14I.F 
kilometres north of Delhi, (WU rival groups ui sadhtis, KUPS and Purr, 

si ought the ampurOF r s pftmabsian to irt 0 fl S* llr J 

thi'jtl iover the place- Ip ait to reativt &\n\& Akbar, amused. agrEEd,. lund 
even let some of his own Mldiere aanear their bodies with ash and join the 
tlae weaker side, sn that it would be an even tight The battle of the 
-fudhus I eft Severn! dead, but' foe holy bear 1 [or the cm perorj was hijii i ! V 
debsibtfid with Lhr- sport, 1 ' nohs Abui Fail, end goes on fo comment. "The 
SltoHro.t of these men anscS from the world's faremg huHfd ^ 
back an foem, and out from fosir having become cold-hearted TO foe 
world. CuilsequenlJy, they iird^ontuiualfy ftinsstd -and werttHne of lust 

,md wralil and covutoiisne^ " 
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AKUAR DID NO'l have quite the smtio p.iviion far gardens ,, E! 
nntt Uluungir, but hi; did lay curt grtrdms M Y itch pur nnd Sils.nmii n , ' ", 
bulil ■! floating palace with garden* in Kashmir "An m thi-. ^ 
then? were more than 30,1)00 boats but none fie fof Lfio i,^qpid% \ 0 fl 
able artificers soon prepared rtyeppiilncev and made ririwtr lmwI, n ' lt 
the surface 1 "L Ltlu IV.ltiT," reports Aliul Fft/l ,r Men (jf and ncT 
rein rives, also prepared boats *n itial mure than, a thousand vyfcrH r L ^d 
and there was a city upon the writers, 1 f ' 

More than gardening, architect arc was ihi* true cre.i|ye m£duiin ui 
Akbar and it was in it this ha made a urflqup cultural qcuitriLmi|. M| 

1 hcvu^li Babur iv.ih fast mated by Indian architecture and was abw ,,, 
it- possibilities, iti^ Indian phssc ot his career was top -h^irt fci him to 
plain nru ma|HlF building complexes Nor did Humayiin, coQTl&jJsivuJy 
inventive Inal h>o harassed in life build anything enduring Alcl >i had 
the mlenr.il, the Luiil' ,iilil Lin- resources. I (is first UuiLdmp;-, wore t * 
couple of palaces in Agra, built around 15(i2 r ihc year he (maJ]v 
emerged "from bdunri the veil' Two yearn later he built a gnrden 
palace cample* called Nagareh.un (Abode of Pence) in Kakrali village 
seme eleven kilometres scuiLfi of Agra He used u .is a munlry retreat 
■a hem’ he ".unused himself with carousing, pigebn-ilymg and polo" 
liioogb occasionally formal state functions, hku receiving rimba^ailurs. 
tuu were hold there The pukee was abandoned after a short while, and 
by the end of Akbar's rcLgri it hud disappeared almost without a tmeu. 

In l^As Akbar began extensive renovations in Agra, replacing tht 
dilapidated old brick fort there — buill bv >i kind ill Lodi fifty ve.iir, 
earlier— w ith a new foil of hewn stone, And uniting.. according In Ablil 
Fad five hundred buildings of masonry alter the beautiful designs of 
Bengal and Gu(aniL' Three or four thousand workers Immured for 
some five (according to Bndnunij. -eight (according Abul J^a^l;. nr fifteen 
(according ta jahangir) y^ars to complete the construction, which cost 
three and a half million rupees,, and was financed by a special Ian 

Hm Agra w as nut lucky lor Akbar and tie abandoned n tor Sikri 
Mun&etrol* offers a credible medieval expknatifm: “When tl^u king 
went to reside m rus new fortress And palace-, he found . the place 
overrun with ghosts, who rushed to and. fro, tore everything tp pieces,, 
lumfred the women ilnd children, threw stones, and finally bogflin 10 
hurt everyone 1 there. Ail the children bum to Akbar Ln Agra died in 
infancy. 

In contrast, Sikn, abqni forty kilometres west of Agra, was 
considered lucky far Akbai Et was there that hits first Surviving son, 
5alim, Was born, :"md the idea of building Cl all them was born with 
him. Same work On the city probably begun in 1364 itself, the year uf 
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. 1ui1 if wiL s only two years lal-t. in 1571, when. Afclw tank 
‘"■ |licr ' f La' -it bikri r W iKe constniclian began m CWOOik There were 
" 1 ' " ■' ,l ! ^L Mughal fitrnc hires iht-rv, paylliors that Bnhuf had built 
already^ ,, Jungle, swfpilng with wild I f-i- ' But with 

Th* ,lt,1 ‘ l i n - m ., n|iori lime there was a great ruy. and the« 
,Vkba LttTimg paJnces/' Abul Pwl "Bcaulifiil gardens were made 
Vf Z' .V-MHtv' A place Uf great wheotir*? was brought logvlhn -ticli 
m lit move Ihc envy nf the world ' Akbar ptii-.onallv wperviscd 
^ ""Lruebon. smnclimcs himself quarrying Hw ^ ^ re I 

.Lstono of which the city wah hinll 

qikn whatever iLs ni^pcionsness, was npt a good choice for » great 
^-tlie site ' ^y- Morrarrate, r 'wa& rocky and ool wry brimful 
' m iipd uii -in outcrop of the Arayalli Range, its dim Ue wan ^idling 
", Lnnrer and freeing m winter An won more ^ip,- problem w.i 
m-H Sikn being not OH a river bank, did not Have waler 

1 i, traveller William Fmch wys dial I he wiita r In the (own 

Ls 'Wkish and trestmg Hatchpur. says ^haiiglr, *he bide 

v ,L Cr ant \ whal there is, is had " Us only source of good walar was Ihc 
[L ich Akbar strengthened by shoring up Us embankment* md 
laying DUI pa rkf. and an amph i the ai ri ( to r - 1 - m ban I f igl il 5 a nd p- -l < ■ ■ ■ In 
Jl5 tifllikn But the In Ice was a vulnerable source of water In I.S-, wlv-;i 
\ktrnr (lloTift with a number of princes and nobles was ,it the .i r 

, in -, HK-nic the embankment burst suddenly, and though the royal 
party was lucky to escape the dealer main pen-ple lost their rmJ 
miich of the city whs handed, The breath was repaired, hut the city 

was doomed , , ljlu . 

Akbar stayed an al Fatehpur Hkri for only three mare war, am. r 

the dam^urai In the autumn of 1535, n mere tn'tuun ^ 

faumied, he abandoned die city He would return to U onlv once dh 
, n flmituig Visit ill mi f on bis. way back to Agra from l 'm DcCCar hDDT 
111 ? repossessed the city, and *o rapidly mat W.llwr .Final who 

LLd’n«4h Faioipu - m r«« * «" >'«- ^ f 

Akbar, found U -iM.-n.dv . gbrnl 

■“lying like J waste desert '' Only the palace complex remained 1 :L? 
cartserved by the descendants of 'Sheikh Salim 

'll!,- royal llLEns mpm today, frozen □> a me i, nlung mi-manal 
to Akbar Fafefipdr- Siki Is Akbnr himself con^-ali.-d mn> w 5irm S . 
.harp and vital! Daringly urlginaL Open, cd«t»c, soaring, yel earthy 
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Chapter Six 



AN EXPERIMENT 
IN SYNTHESIS 





"My Mind Is Not at Ease . . " 



IMF WORLD IS A hndge pass over M, bui build d" hnuw upon il 
lu-L«, ihe inscription on lh._ facade of Buknd. Darwa/n, Hit 1 towering 
□ortal lfc»t AkLar built at the Friday MbttjU* m Fatehpur ffiki to 
P ]rfjral(; his conquest «/ Gujarat "The world endures but an hour 

stirmd if Fi P^y cr " , 

-mi? incongruity of this renunciatory advice <m a monument 

itnictuip celebrating a worldly achievement reflect the dichotomy ^ 
' i- b-ir"5 own life Outwardly, he had every reason to be contented an ri 
k-ppy Almost ud the very end, everything in hb Life had Rnnu exactly 
l£ had wished; every ambition fulfilled, tvery d«in= consummated 
y et ^ was unhappy "Although 3 am the master of ■ ■:. vast j I iP^dam 
■ ad the appliances nf government .ire lo mi band, ye ! m >' ffl0ld L * 

no, at ease and mv heart is Oppressed by this outward r- ini F 
circumstance; 1 ' he tilled "How 1 wish for thu coming of some pi™* 
man, who Will resolve the diffractions of uiy heart If I cfniiA iL 
find any one capable of governing the kingdom, I would at on ■■ phi 
this burden upon his shoulders and withdraw thuwfrnnt 

Tl^is renunciatory refrain would Lie heard periodically thnOtl ghoul 
Akbar's Hdull life, but to abdicate power would be AkbM fell 
irresponsible, '•The difficulty, 1 ' he said, "is Id live m the world and to 
refrain from evil, for the Life of a recluse is one of bodily ease 



WHAT TORMENTED A KHAR? We do not knov.„ hm even in h js 
when physical pursuits had seemed all dial interested hlm-the thnLs 
of the diasi and battle, the pictures of the (able, ihe rapture ol rf* 
there was something dark and mysterious mi^ in him, beneath die 

^The first intimation oF psychic disturbance in AJdwc was rt 5 ^ 
during the Siege of Maukot, when he, barely fifteen di-nt and o, a 
throne for just one year, w one day P™sed by a 
and rode but aM the desert all by himself to get ovay, i ^bul Fari 
states from ‘the presence of thort-sighfcd roan 1 who dlitl ^ssed - ™ 
Si y OT later, just after he assumed m sovereign power,, there 
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.i nuttier crisis "On ihe completion of my twentieth yaar," Rays Akliar, 
"| expcnonccd an Lntvniill bitteme-^. and from ill!? luck of SpiritUiiL 
provision for my ksl journey my s«ul wns stiaed with exceeding 
sorrow. All nl twctlly and .ilr\,“ild\ grieving iibmjt m-Dffalfjtyl 

Then seems lit live been a Sir eak nf melancholia tn Akb.ir Ahul 
Fail repeatedly mentions Lt a-S Lhv reason for lus occasional nlmnrnul 
behaviour. Akbiir himself h ought thu; uul emev, while visiting .] 1P 
retreat of hhvikh Jalnl, n Muslim hermit ''You lave spent a Jong! LlL ( .. 
iind have on]oyed Ihe society nl the good — L an you Lei l oT <i core (or 
melancholy? ' he asked ihe sage “And have you obtained n remedy far 
a heart distracted by opposing desires 1 ir 

It ls probable that Akbar suffered from some disorder q| thv 
nervous system Pmsafaly he, like his son Murad was epileptic; U u 
janrie, a contemporary French Jesuil hi^lonar, ejfphcitly states, or (hu 
evidence of Christian imssiouanies^ that Akhar was an epileptic, It h 
jalto possible dial there was n genetic predisposition in Akbar towards 
psychic disturbance — there Was a strain nl ocean tTLeity . even a touch of 
madness, in, hi^ mother's family; hts maternal uncle, Khwaja Munzzarn, 
ivfc subject to violent mood swings, sod died infant- Some ot Akbar\ 
own actions were suicidal, such as riding imisth elephants into light 
with other ■.-Ipphants sometimes when he was himself drunk His claim 
liiat he was in perfect self-contiol on such occasions and was merely 
testing divine favour, is Inn neat an explaniticm Lo be ccmvinring 
rii'j mr-l bL 7 arre of these me idenLi look place in 1573,, when Akb.tr 
was thirty' one, and was encamped at Surat- Abul Fazl tells due story 
One- night there was a -elect drinking party. Discourse Jell upon the 
bravery of the heroes of.Hiii duster,, nnJ it was stated that they paid no 
regard tn their live? Par instance, some Kajputs would hold a double- 
headed spear and two men, who were equally maidhed, Would run 
from opposite sides against the pmnts, so the spear transfixed them and 
came cut at their backs The divine wrestler at the world, for tiie sake of 
-CTEtznmg his glory, nr t’nr Jesting men. Of from malaiidioly engendered by 
his being in the outer world, fastened the hilt of his special sword to a 
wail, and plaring the point near his sacred breast declared ibni he 
would rum against this sword. Awe lell upon those who were 
-.binding ftt the least and none had the power to utter a Word, not even 
la offer any opposition fust then Mon Singh ntn with the toot of fide Lily 
and gave swell a blow with ht= hand thal ll vu sward fell down and flit 
S its Majesty's hand between Ihv thumb and index finger ThOst- present 
remov ud tilt iWQttl, and HlS Majesty angnly flung Mall Singh ur. 
the ground and squeezed him Saw id Mo^affar by twisting 

Akbar's] wounded finger released Man Singh/ 

UW 
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, . cami pt he dnitms'ivd as n freak drunken m r though 

The Jnciur ^ irt of Ll n,, r « was something strange and 
j^nkii m« s ' ’ AkbilT w ftd, probably alsd tacnnnto for hi^ 

F^'^Wcuuation with rellg.nn 

ub^'ssiv- It ^ Akbar was inclined to be coolly ralional. 

111 ■ Mhut notluno whatever could be accepted wjthuul proof, 
jniiKitajrmg ^ / 0Tms of religim bad ji strong appeal In hint 

tiuc mysb 1 f3ther Wf15 very to dervivhes;' says 

fll L l n ten when religious works were read out to him, ^pitmlly 
1 "^ of liluddin Romi, the great Pe^ian mystic of the thirt-vnil, 

lhe ? leaJ 'ould be seen iqll&s down his eyes Even lfadaum 
^m^vmDithetic to AkbJir m mattcr.v of robgjon, notes that Akbur 
K ^j \ 0 \ p && whole nights in praise of god end 'would sit many a 
otlnne m prayer and medilatxm OH a large flal Slone Of on bid 
r°id k nE which: lav near the palace m a lonely spot, with his head bent 
lmi Ji u 3 (hering ihe bJini. of the early hour? of dawn As usual 

AM* — object ,o my»Lc,l d«. 

ild hiKurinitions., »d iwd » «P«* >» v, ""“ ' M, .yP W 

1 , ,1™ .a comfort his spirit weary fif the burden ol life 

AKbar h!Taii early affinity for Sufism, a mystical Muslim feet m 

wlu^h he was mtroduced by Abdul Laid, 1- tutor Sufism *rw by ns 

verv nature open tolerant and perireated witty hv sensibililies n 

n^r , d- md faiths, .md Akbar would kter adopl it- pr«epb of 

universal foliation fsrr/fi-i-fcrKi □.? h,r own suulmg /"--'f' 1 " 

Zthodox amt quest ing ^ of Snhsm was 

h, the- dnsintE VLMCS- of the sixteenth century, when, .15 .he end Ut the 
fn-t mLllenniUni of Islam approached, devout MwsJims COllfldenlh 
uxwrtEd the Mahdi, the Iasi prophet, to come forth and propound nmv 
leaddngE. That belief gave a special energy to n* e ™ d^pu^ions. 
even a certain legilimacy to heterodoxy 

Ahbfir was one with tilts spirit Of Ihe times Hi . fam.h 
inclined iurn toward? cultural uptime and i., 

m, 

■ h. , — ll ur inlellectual omi spinlual suscephbibues ^h- 

S£»l «W AW* Ml 8C fe,^, f« WWW - 

l 3iW, A 1.C » M ** . P-h «« — ^ 

. i r-iT+InrH 1 thtnin HiUfet 
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IN I ! L.l ACTUAL AND SPtRITU M. raptaiMMorui wurc- rent mcrp oliJIm 
mJul K rnL-^ tor AkLvir, ■» ihev were to his fflllier and gtandfqiiver ? 
mlcwly eimi^l pursuits in the dragon of whatever u 
tormented his spirit. "S ■- L lit' wn- alao Very much .1 creature (if h[L ‘ 
.ind some ol Jim idea!- and cxp^rlmetib were, tike fjiinunmn's ntj^' 
..Jd Hu had. I nr him. in™, tlir curious notion that there was an in'nah^ 
nalural human language, or maybe even an innate religious faith 
which he ihought Iw could discover by iresufolins infants from ' 
Jor ■' fc w V“hs from thdr birth In verify the idea, he bought K Wn[ , 
raw-bum halves from thisir parent and had them brought up , [l . 
deluded place whew they would not hear my human speech Even 
th?Lr nurses were out allowed to speak m their prowinot!, Thu cLii]dnan 
were brought nut after three qr four years,, bur ns Abu l Paz! ^d) v 
not.,®, "nothing came out of them except the noise of iha dumb 

NurriWdJ v Akbar was not it credulous, but showed .1 ]ica||hy 
scephdsm m hw investigations Once, when a 'miracle man' was 
brought before him— ant: who claimed that he had ihu power iij 
p'-ychukiji L’hLs, and could go from one- plain to another in$tnn&- 
■ikbar (old I he man, ' VVn art- fond d fovesfcLjjatirig thm, sort ai thing \{ 
you enn show us this miracle, L JI the Wealth and dominions that we 
possess are yours, and WU will become >'OLir properly.- Thu man 
remained silent So Akbar said. ' Very well then, wo will bind you hand 
and foot, and cast you [into Uie river] Jrnm (ho tap of |ht castle. If you 
come uni □] the water safe and sound, well and good, if not, you will 
hjvi: gam? lo hell J1 Thus cornered, the poor man painted to his 
stomach and said, J 1 have done oil this merely fur the sake of fi]Un s 
til lS liell of my awr " 

Akbar InmsE-ll was common!} believed to havi; niirriLulouR powers, 
but he looked upon the- idea with benign scepticism. "The vulgar 
believe ui EJuracJo.s.-" he said, "but (he Wise man accepts nothing 
without adequate proof " Nut that be doubted the possibility of miracles, 
but he knew that the potency of miracles was not in the shrine or ill 
Lhc Saint, but in (he faith of the supplicant himself. "Miracles occur In 
the temples of every creed,’ said Akbar '’This Is (hr product of mental 

unlhuELahm." 

Despite* such discernment, Akbar would not deny himself to those 
wlu> .Houghi his blessing®, for he recDgniaed that people- needed un 
LixJurnal Slim ulus to activate Lhuir own ill traculoiii powers Th lik when 
pvopta requested tram him Water up V-iuch he had breathed, which 
bcSjeved tu be the panacea for all nilmunts, hp always obliged. 

Nol a day pusses but pc-oplc bring Cups af water to him. beseeching 
him to bn -Hhc upon si," says Abu I F-li?l Jerome Xavier gives the story 
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K ',st "He works miracles Huough healing ui the nek i v 
,1 Oitiw™ 1 ■ ' Bf ir ^ hldl h c washes his 'M Womfcti Irak* vows to 
W#* "I/^ioratren of health to ihetr .children, or for the bit wing of 
hi m thL ||h j |f lt Uppers that they regain health, they bring ihnr 
lywnne ^ ‘ he receives with much pleasure, and in public. 

[J lf ^er 5Hiall riicy may hi? ” Bays Cory ill. "Ecbar Sh.tugh had Iranted 

■ 5l1 ^! ld " It,' X' Akbar itao resorted to hannles > ^hterfuge to prurnuP 

UK 2gS& m* 5* «*» 'rr 1 ^ss. 

n i run] naivety, lf aru showed m pubUc some* ol the gold mad. 
^ ‘ t 0ncc during a limndeiailomi, w ^e wonder-worker "nulled 
T, ™ a minor »od Ihoo put .1 .nlo „ f„o/ w. 

1 p!,[ "F,nm lh" wondrous effect of ihu: Itriintli of him wllorri 
S Z mteiw iurholooco ««d " If Altar could 
i« oonW bring min Km, “One of iho occurreoKS Iho Ml 
, J.m li the Wish Ol His Mjfiilf." t*me» Abul Fad Another Im 
whtm one ,'f Akbar’s speciai pigeons was aftjeked b; ., h.tw«, A,J«r 
™j -Strike iirKl seize, ' and 'soddeoK „ Hoop of enow. giitKjnod 
r .iiVthe olam and surrounded the hawk nod he withdrew his daws 
ln.ni the pigeon end fell info onnsle motion,' claims Abut Fed «nd. -.1 
L,. ihe emperor was omniscUsi.I; he knew . ei^lliimf even A. 
«„Win the womb of time, accmdmg to Atari Fast \„d Kms . .iter ■■ 
nme the tales, Ita Only One. Hie Absolute. The 1'erteii Men became 
commonly applied to ihe fust, majestic mm mognammou, tmporu. 






AKBAR r 5 PRIMARY IN'^LLEOTAL mti-re^t was m metaphysics 
™ ouLTphrioeopt,, have such a charm tor me that they distract 
me from =11 else," be once confessed, 'and l forcibly r®trau fnywll 
from listening Ln them, fet the jiec^urv duticcs of dm nmu should - 
negkcled." States Badauni '‘Fiom childhood to manhood, and • ■■.. 
m^hood ta hb declining years, lh" Emperor hud combuied I u hnm*l 
vnnuu, ferota l mm V,iri«u. rtllftiws and pppoftte «ct adim boLefe. 
by .1 peculiar acqiiisitiveress and a latent for flection, y 
[iJn, had made hu. own all that tan be and read W book, 

I.. 1575 when he was tturty*three T Akbar up ar ;| ^; 

a jnuffur^uliv mto ^ and ph.l^phy. called th. iba dal 
|y;i fL,. Hcmie of Worship Ihe vacant henwitage of a «- 
1 - L . hr. ihe Eifdfns of the palace complex was rebuilt with npacioUS 
nil four sides fo Eiccommudate ihc Ib^dat Khaim, mtn which. 

Ahmad, nunc were allowed to enter ^ 
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‘■Sav-r'idi of high rank, ulemn and sheikha". In selling n p 
Akbar was powibly influenced by ihe Bengal tutor SiiWnwn Karma - 
practice of holding night long diiicusiiorts on religion, but lb? imrardtli 
™»n -eerns to have ben the expected arrival in India of $L.lnima 
Mirza, the fugitive king of Badaltshan, with whom Akb.v aopn'miilte 
hoped to spend long hour*, in discustinn 1 ' y 

The -ntruL-iure that housed the Ibadat Khana h.ii h-.- 
satisfactorily identified iimnn*: the ex tan i building* In P.Uehpur qj. " 
Possibly, different buildings were at different tidies designated as th 
triad ai Khrma— for instance, when the discussions there were (hroivn 
open In nun- Muslims, (he Venue would iiecD^safily have ht-un shifted 
from its original facility huili around a Muslim hermilagf it (0u |d lv 
also that the original tbadaf Khana, hastily burill for i he arrival „j 
Sulaimnn Mirra. w,ls pulled down later., nr was destroyed 111 icnTl e 
natural calamity hkp the flooding of din town when the embankment 
Ot thu J.tku at Falohptir Sikn breached. 

Ii a tempting to fancy lhnt the building. commonly identified as the 
DJWfkri-£-khas was really die fbadat Kluina This b a curious udiJi,,; 
about thirteen metres square, with a Single Lofty chamber, from the 
dead centre of which rises an ornate stone column which flares into m 
mnmenso circular capital ton feet in diameter, like ,1 lotus open on iw 
■dem— to scat the emperor 7 Narrow stone catwalks with low fettiers- 
Wurk p impels Stretch diagonally from the capital 10 the four Comers ci I 
Lho hall to connect with the gaUerios along the walls On the outside, 
balconies on Ornate brackets run on all sicte*. [n all Ihis, the building 
appears to be the very crystallisation toto stone of Akbiir's quest to 
draw wisdom from oil quartern — or, for himself to radiate Wisdom 10 
all quarters The cruciform plan of the halt also hte rhe known four- 
hided dLspositmn of delators in rhe Ibadat JOiptwi There is, however, 
no hard proof ihat this budding was indeed the ELmdat Khan a 

The architectural plan of the IL'adnt Khan a i s not piECisely described 
in any contemporary chroritde, bul Njzamiiddin Ahmad Uyt. that il 
hai lour wmgs and I ha l lilt participants in the discussions there fa 
5m.i:l number ot sprcial invitees 3 were segregated unto four groups on 
i ho eastern side were tire great amirs; Sayyids, the descendants of 
l rophcL Muhammad occupied the westarn wing; the ulema were in 
the auth. and "sheikhs and men oi ecstasy ,r Were in the north The 
groups had to be thus separated, for discussions al the Ihfldat Ktiana 
iiften generated (OitSidnrah le tiislt., and initially there were even disputes 
about seating and precedence 

"Questions nf Siifism, sdcnlific discussions, inquiries into philosophy 
,mtl law, were the- order rJ (he day," says Badauni about the dclibt^tldnS 
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adit Kli-^a The subjects discussed, DCeordin^ to Nismmuddirt 
115 1 ^ J “Rderice nncient and modem hretory nf religion- ;md 
^ l 'and fiEdi ■nd 1,11 W4W cif Worldly mierest , . 

A i 4bflT personally presided over the assembly and look 
l Cl .® net jn ita debates. Says Ahul Fasti "The world 1 , lord would 
w:hVL bllWr a cheerful t omiLenmiri-, a c.ipadDUh luvri ind nn 
*' A \ Minding soul, pout the Unpid waters of graemusue-. on lho« 
JE tinned omis nf expeditions desert, mid acl as a refiner. Lofty 
and Me words passed from Ihe holy tip-. 

P [lK . deliborisbons in the fbadsit Khnrm began nn Ihursd.iy n(ght 
< according to. ih? Muslim calendar, which inclitirifir th? day » 
l pmAiug nt bURwt? and often wont on hit noon oil Friday Tie I rid ■ 
nights he 3 pJiAH&cl withmil filecp in purity in (hat house, and the whnte 
Si was spent in charifa.ble and dce-ohnnal gifh, and offerings/’ wiya 
K *j auT1 | initially Ihc forum wai open only in Muslimji, and Akbar'- 
.Leciiva was limited to an attempt to rcsntw the difference among 
Ihe wrifms wnrrutg Ulamic smtcLs J 'My ^Ee oh/ect., oh wbi mutlnhs" 
-S| d Akbar to the assembly, to ascerfein trutli. to find out and 

a ^i . _ . j ,1 lii -il- .”1 1 5» ■r‘i£ii 



That ohjecriye, to ascertain religious trolh through debute. ww. 
Clearly L ui attainable. Akbar enuid not pit creed 3g3pt creed .ind expert 
reason and good sense to prevail Soon he got "red of the ram- lit. 
hau-spldtmg squabbles af thu mulEali!:.. "The veto of ihc neck of Ihu 
ulema of the age swelled up, and a hirer id noise and confusion 
Lnssued,' 1 grumbles even the tirlhndox Badauni Tne dt«riiM.ions, instead 
of sirerigthenirg Akbnt d FaLdt in Eskm m fact shatfered it ivnibt was 
heaped upon doubt,'' writes Badauni "w that after five or six y^re t,jI 
r, irace of Istnm was left m him Hi. dlftere-i ices arm ng the uleilia 
of whom out would pronouns a Ihmlg as unlawful ^nd another K 
ictOP process of argument would pronounce da- very sanv : imng 
Lwvfut bwame to kEis Majesty .mother cause of unbelivi 

Like an irxptorer bored with a feniiLUre laridseape, Akbar h- r '!->- 
(C1 Lirea.k free from the confute-: oi orthodox Islam and -,lt out !-.< 
probe new comments or ihouglil .and experience Bui contrary to wh.u 
Badauni imagmi.-d. Akiiar did not ak this time nretoimce Estem-in fact 
lie would never ha so term, illy For the iimo being ne m*w*d t m 
appeamnee nt .my refe, a devout and orthodox Muslim, ;.na dm 
whatever Was t-jcpccted af him in toe palroriage of the reLgion In tom 
he yeni bis wife Sajima Kl* .iunl u^idan and seven! other 
distinguished Mughal ladies oh A hPj pLlgrrOiage He himself ^pressed 
a slrong dc-.^re to g" ^ ' vhcn d^^ded by his adViiKMS on 
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lhe ground that ho could noi Jcnw India v.'Shcmt impariUlpg ii-„. 
empire h«‘ Lvsiiid lo have donned Ihe pilgnmS gflib and walked some 
idlstan^s with those going lo Mecca. But While- Akbar thus omwiirdly 
mrruuned m arihodnK Muslim, ihe infernal spring-, of Im* l ia |ih WerD 
beginning to dry up 
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rr war !«l w» • y«" fl,r Atw H. w«th» 

n r! 4v that year wmetMg strange aid Munaht h»PP™d 
b u-.h would h*»*en 1* (MnsfomoiHOn from an orthodox MuNim 
»"■ “££ , rl iJ„L reformer. The pncK iwhuc of what tappmed 

m ?’k^ .11 New of the contemporary <«**■ deeenbf Ihe irerfent 
'T T, tail refer to it in veiled hinfci. deepening US mystery Whatever 
F tMOWUtd the event was in some way P‘ v oUI ns die 

$J£,' J Altar’s M«tyle and beliefs that loot pl*e >«™nd this 

‘“"\kt.nr was then at Bhora. on the honks pi the JHcklin in Fur-jab on 
, k F, iow- in days beaters in a tightening oide had 

Jn^r'anirntd. from an eighty Woeiew ciBWafewK* of 
con ,pact arena, (or Jibber to begin the P o, K arnn.,l sbm*h»r “» ^ 
lhc fij,. lt1 his blood. When everything was ready, .ind ahar had oke 
to position under a Iron tree to begin the hunt, «<««* •“» - ^ 

i siranae Mg and strong item &*** upon Emperor, wr«e 
Bldaufli. ,r ancl an extraordinary charge inarifebed m hiS manner 

,s cannot be accord for riit! hum «» ^ruj-Uy 

‘ , j d aric i AkhiH ordered that "no one shooJd touch i he leather 
of a finch 'rind they should allow all monte to depart according to 

“XSSZES&m - this (untune, p-hap. even on * 
paint of death, 'He was nearly abandoning Hus stale of ilrogge- “r- 
l-rtUrdy gathering u P ihe skirt of hLs gdniuis from eatmly 
Afeul Fall enigmatic^ "A sublime jnV took pawe^jor oi toslw l V 
™ rbu cognition of God east ri> ray » feys ^ A 

flilfSteriCHiS divWD Mil had descended OH H« ^^J^rTor 

hun completely." It seems likely that AkJr.tr had Wtattato : 

delirium Or maybe lie hid a bl'Vek ^lephcso^^lhe (T» -. 
whether physical or menial, cnhral enough for Hm -d. Lan 
R I !' I,! rLh I roil l FateW &kn to Ubem to Care lor her a. 
^Meanwhile a> ineWH. of the nnpemr's myslcrioUE disordt-r -i'P-.i 
if Tnrs. and wwvderfiil lies became current in the mouths df 

m m ^ p[ace 
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among il^c peasants ' Fortunately, notes AbtiL r.nl # ,j j n a s | Ul ^ ^ 
(Akbar) by godipviin strength himed his face In thri outer wotlj V'l 
attended to fadispErLsablt; matters 'rhe insurfechons 'm' L 

exists pai&cd. lL ' 

Thu incident at Bhdra however had a lasting eiTutl ur Akb^i- i.r 
himself considered it a> a lummg point m his life When hu renn.,. ri .,T 
he tonsured his head as an expiatory ad distributed nlm;, i,> | 

the ptwr, and to mark the spot where rhic cede charge had ctinu iivr, 
him, laid out a garden there and erecte4 a memorial building And 
when he returned to Falchpur Sikn, he 1 tiled the Anup TjJmn (Pcurlc . 
Pool) in the courtyard of his palace with "red nnd white and btark 
cams (gold, silver and copper coins), die whole of which he gave away 
lo the am i r^. the- poor the holy and the learned, 1 ' say.H MLinmuddm 
''Tlic tola] of litis money amounted to twenty erores of innkas f[ cn 
million rupees), and the distribution of it tabled for throe year. " 



SHORTLY AFTER THE hunting Incident, Akbar Lh rc-vu- yp, :Jl |h P 
diKWtiiints in the tbad.it Khana to all la i tii ■■ . Apart Ir-tim various 
Muslim ■sectef Hindus, Mins, jews, Zdmdstrians and Chris liar* wort 
now Invited to the assembly; even an obscure Semitic sect called 
Snbiojui were there, ^ were Charvakas, an ancient and nearly efdlntl 
school of Indian realists Akbiar "associated with the good of every 
race and creed and persuasion, and WdS gracious to aiJ m accordance 
with their condition ,ind understand tng. " says Jahangir ‘'Wu associate 
a l convenient seasons with learned men of all religions and thus derive 
proiit from their Exquisite discourses nnd exalted aspirant ms,* stated 
Akbar in a letter addressed hi Philip It of Spain 

It was an unprecedented (reefliw^all in the Ibadal Khana for a 
while Any one CPU Id propound any wild theory, and many often did 
Tersuns. of novel and whimsical opinions-" flaunted their "pernicious 
Ideas and vain doubts in the- [hadal Kb, ana, says EndAimi Akbar WiW 
an ncti’. ij participant m these deliberations and, being the EiTipSroi had 
the prerogative of biting always right for,- as Bidauni points Out, none 
Could argue effectively against □ man who had the power of life and 
death Abut Fazl saw Akbeks rota dLEferentiy ' The difficultra* of sad 
upon fieri of mankind are made easy by the Hashing? nl his sac red 
iouS; he writes, emphasizing Aider's wisdom rather than hr=; power 
Continually, in those day-like nights, glorious Subtleties and profound 
words dropped from IliiS pearl-tilled mouth; 

AIhiJ FazL for all his hyperbole, could well be right. for Akbar 
probably wa- ihi 1 unLy person wholly without religion? pre|lld.tce in 
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nhUfiv of zealots Said Akbar,- "He l? s man who mokes justice 
of the pntii oi inquiry, and takes from every sect what is 
tll( Spirit to reason F&rhap* to this, way the lock,. whose key Has tv*- n 

' l 'n L [nav bs opened ■" 

w 5 r IicLctus exclusiveness was abhorrent to Akbar, and hr held that 
. |i r . o'udufrpt of nny religion the contempt of Gird according n> 
|, c Df yat, a British, traveller in the early sixteenth century India 
\ ‘ ^ Lius way. '“Mori parsons . . think ihat outward seunblancc, 

A 4 ^ |. ltk . f of Cohere re a d imisin, profit without internal corviriions 
:" 1 ^.pby /ear and force compel led many believers in the Rmlrman 
4 0 ,idopl the faith of our ancestors, Now that the light of truth. 
hT?' taken pos'-ession of uur sou], ti lias beenmu dear that in this 
distre^ful place of conlranelic& (the world i not a single Mep can be 
hkert without the torch of proof, and that that creed is profitablE which 
,1 "adopted with approval of wisdom. To repeat the creed, to 
I^niuvc a piece of skin and place the? end of one's bones on the ground 
[In prostrate) from dread of the Suit, in, is not wiekinji after Cost " 
Seeking after god ivan, for Akbar. necking after tnnb. Prcdicfablv 
no orthodox religion coo Id satisfy him He was especially disc p poms t-d 
with IsiEim.. for Islam was hih own religion and he could forgive it dm 
least for failing hun Akbar, snys Undauni, denounced many of the 
MusUm religious practices iis vain cuporshliornt. and 'acknDwIedged 
man's reason, not tradition, as tile wily basis of religion ' 



COINCIDING WITH THESE changes in the religious atnmdes of Akbar, 
certain changes took place in his lifestyle too His habits grew austere 
and he became a near-vegetarian Akbar had always, evert in his reeris, 
shown an affinity fur Indian customs, io which he was Introduc'd bv 
Khlvajil Amba r Nazi, art old servant from Kabul in his Service. Thf 
manners and customs of India, and tficir ways thus became 

pleasing to him." says Abul Far! Later when he manned Hindu 
princesses, I h rough lus associalion witli tlieru, or out of bis natural 
predilection, or probabiv as a policv to reconcile his Hu, in subject to 
His rule, Jie over the yeans adopted some Hindu practice, He permitted 
the Hindu inmates of bii harem to peridnn ihair rituals m ihe palace, 
and even participated m them ‘From early youJh, m compliment to hi* 
Wiyes ihe dauglrters of Lhe Rajahs of Hind, be had within the Italic 
apartmanh continued to offer f«M, JT EJadflimi Akbar even allowed 
tine of his sons, Daniyal, to be brought up by hham Mai's W L fe til 
Amber, 3S a gasrtirc of lionour la die raja's family 

When Raja &irba£ became a wafer mfluencj On Aktw he. dh 
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Badaurd bitterly complains, persuaded t\v emperor to Worship u-,,. , 
rand the fire, and venerate 'water, sloni--*,, and truiis, rand n j_[ | ia ’ . 
objects, even dawn To now? and thuir dung; that ho should adopt \U, 
sccti^oo mrark. find Rmhm.-uucLil thread He bogap also, ,ii midniRin 
dtid early dawn. to mutter Ihc spell? which Hindus taught him " 
Further, he ordered lhat "the ^un should he worshipped four t UT1E , b | 
day, in the morning and evijijflfclg and ill noon find midnight/ allegi^ 
Radaum "His Majesl} had, also onp thousand and mw Si&isknt nutiis 
tor line f.un collected ami FDCitcd them daily at noon, devoutly fuminfi: 
towards the sun, he then used to g r ?l hold ot hath enr^ md turning 
himself quickly round about, uped to strike ihi- lower ends- of hi? car! 
with hiA fists Ffe also adopted several other practices connected with 
nun ivorsfctp He used lo wear the Hindu mark on his forehead 
Mosques and prayer-ruOrrli Were cliangcd into ^Inrc-rOoms and into 
Hindu guard -room s The cemetery within the watt* wei? allowdij to 
run So waste ' 

Ak'ii- generally l ended to favour Hindu customs and festivals. over 
Muslim customs rind, £■ .lival- Hie DiwaLi festival was cetehratE'd “ 
writes Abut Fail;, and by order the boats, the nver banks, find tile rwift 
were adorned with lamps " Adds Bradrauni "'On die festival of the; 
tfighlh day alter the Sun'? entering Virgo m this year he Came forth to 
tlit public audience chamber with his forehead marked like a Hindu. 
and he had (c welted strings tied to his wrLst by Brahmans, by way of 
blessing The chiefs and rabbles adopted Ihe same praetin? m Imitation 
of him [t become the Current custom uLne Id Wear the rakfu (a 
Huliiu protection charm I on thu wrist Every precept which WEIS 
enjoined by the doctors oi other religions, lie treated as mmiiicM ,md 
decisive, in contradistinction to this religion of Dura., alt the- doctrines rat 
which he set down to be seri-seless, and of modern origin ilnd the 
founder? of it aa nothing but poor Arabs,, a sel of scoundrel? and 
highway-robbera," 

b-ldULini exaggerates Akkra i did turn away from Islam, but he did 
not turn against Iriram. Nor did hr turn lo any other religion. tor 
though, he found .something good in all religions, none Satisfied lum 
'»ntiruly Writes liadaunr "A faith of a materialistic: character became 
pamted on the mirror of his mind and the Storehouse of h?s imagination 
that there are wtM men to be found and ready at hand, in all 
religions and men of ssceheism, and recipients, of revelation and 
Worker- of miracles among all nations] and that ilu? Truth is m 
inhabitant of every place and Thai consequently haw could JL bo right 
10 consider it as ..unfined 10 one religion or creed [especteliv to] one 
wluch had only recently made Lts appearance and had not as yet 
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. a [j lflll5 artd yenffli And why assert one thing and deny another, 
teim proven inu i »a' for that which is nnl essentially pnsrmment? J ' 
p piposllion th.it nJL religions were uquaUy true would have 
j ^□fniripblf! to most of the participants in. the discussions in the 
T-T'i Khaim Tlic objectives of Akbar and those of the disputants were 
^ If divergent- He wanted new perception* Of r.-ligiuus truth, Ihuv 
tM k wanted lo entrench known pof.ihnn.',. Hi? hoptd for a reconciljfldon 
TwntfWB leEigio^ perhaps even a synthesis; Lhey were only mferested 
0 _ roVJJ1 g themselves right und every one else wrong He wanted to 
^nahaie rand heal; Uiey only wanted to fight and subdue Neither 
Akh.ir nor the theologians were getting anywhere. The more vehemently 
tji-i,- Sectarian 1 , argued, the less convinced Akbar became lhey sought To 
win him over with the passion of faith and the authority of tmiiihon, 
hut he wanted In test everything against reason Eventually Akbar Jud 
ill Jfjturnst in the discussions, and moved towards a religious formulatjar 
Lit lus own Ihe Q>adnt Kh.tna ihen lost Us focus, ^md though ihc 
assembly continued to meet nil 13S2, its spirit hrad. dsed for.g before 

thnt. 



-\K3Ati THEN TURNED from public debates to private discussions to 
continue his philosophic explorations, rand in dns exercise favoured 
Indian sages. Writes Eaununi, '"SamamlS iBUridhisL or lain ascetics) and 
Brahmans, oi far as the matter of private interviews is cun re m el 
gamed the advantage over every OIK' m attaining liie honour of 
intrrvieWi with His Mujesly, and in associating with him I A 
bnihmm named Debi used, to bej pulled up the wall of Ihe ^iistiG sitting 
on a t'fwrf^i (rope ccitj lit! he 1 arrived near a balcony, which tin- Emperor 
had made hie. bed chamber Whilst thus suspended he instructed Hv- 
MajuSty ut die secrets rand legends of Hinduism, in the maitoCi ot 
woiSppping idols, the fire, i he sun and stars, and revering the chief 
gods of thesu unbelievers ■ He became especuiily fumly convinced of 
the doc trim? or the iransmigrahnn id souls. 

Li addition to tin orthodox preceptors of Hinduism, Akbar suugi:i 
out arid visited Hindu mystics, like Chid Bop, a Vaihsnave anchorite 
Who Lived m it liny crave near Uijain Akhar olio summoned yogis to 
him. savs Badaum; ' and gave them at night privrale Interviews^ rand 
niduitod into abstract truths; their articles of faith; their occupation; the 
influence on pensiveness; Their several ces ^nd usages,; the power 
of btmg raWit from Uw body; Dr into alchemy, physiognomy and the 
power Of omnipresence of til-: soil I/' Around hi* time Akhnr ordered 
Hindu religious tex^ like the Vedas and the epics to be tumbled into 
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with the emperor Bui the effective leader of the mission tv ns Ant 
Momscrrale, an a&tute and L'lnt-crpri-iing Catalan Spaniard ■who Wi-._ ij" *' 
the chrorucler of the mission. Francesco Enriquez, a Muslim convt rl "i" 
Christianity, was the thud. member of the Enis"-inn And its imerjircti r 
The Jesutts arrived at Fatehpu’r Sikri in February 1580, and reused 
considerable curiosity among the public hy their lju^uiI appea^ncc 
"They became l he cynosure of ail eyes on arrnunl of their atnm^ 
n ti.Ln.-_ " writes Monserrate. ' 'Every one slopped and aiiired m 
surprise ind perplexity, wondering who these strange-lonkoip. ur^mirij 
mm might bn. With lb dir Lung black robes, tll-Jir cimous. cap-... [h P j r 
shaven Lice, and their lunsured heads" 

Akhnr had been waiting impnbenlly for the Jesuits, and called them 
to him the very day they arrived, in thu city, and kept them talking u]] 
ti*. . ‘ m ilia morning I he discussion continued on subsequent d!,y S 
Lodging was provided for the Irauit* in the palace cample *. it^-jj. j^d 
Akbar ‘wm ihem (nod I'mm the royal Table. The Jesuits press uted Akbar 
w ith a richly bound copy of the Bible which he received with great 
reverence, kiting it and, removing his [urban, placing it an his head 
Liter, Prince Murad, Ten, and some duidren □( the amirs were handed 
over to the fe-iUits for Christian instruction ''Tlic young prince was, m 
ideal pupd os regards to natural ability good canduc! and intellectual 
capacity, notes Monsarmta. In a|] these respects it would have been 
hard ta find any Christian you By. Id alone a prince. Surpassing Eum He 
was d bed Lent to llLi. teachers, and so submissive that he sometimes did 
nnt even dire to raise his eyes lo his teacher's luce when he was 
reproving bun " 

The favours that Akbar showed to the Jesuits reinforced (hen 
optimism about their ousssnei — they believed that ihey cotild convert 
Akbat tn Christianity and thus turn India into a Land of faith In this 
they would be bitterly disappointed Though Badaurtl Says that "His 
NtajfSly firrnlj beljeved, in tile truth of the Christian religion, and 
wishing to spread t be doctrines of Jesus, ordered Prince Murad tn take 
p. few lessons m Christianity' „ the- feet ivas that Akbar, though intensely 
curious, Was nnt convinced about the merit of Christianity. He refused 
to acknowledge the divinity of Chris!, ascribing his minaclci to his skill 
.Is a physician, and ha was puiried by the concept of virgin birth and 
Iht Trinity. The Jesuit insistence OLI monogamy half led him. he 
considered monogamy Impractical,, at least for the monarch. 

ARL-ir insisted Cm proof for everything, and, perhaps with a touch of 
nuschim oiisn^, pressed thp J (.suits tn show him a miniciL’, which obviously 
they could ciut. tip,, however, lundnued. In favour tin JesLuls. and seemed 
to have 1-ikfin a liking for ifie painfully shy Aoquavivj "Several lime he 
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sml down with his arm round Rodolfo'-. shoulders," say . 
p.K-cd ^ 0nBerT |ttu fell ill, the umpt-ror MiSiatfiLi -iy visited 

him in the Portuguese style which he had learned specially 
^iSrtxaslofL to humour and chew up Ife? sick nliem 

AJtbfrt told lhk ' |tiUit5 tJiat [he y lvtJru tee to propagate their 
Lnii m. h^ realm, and font his own sons were free tu adopt my 
^ _ n 0 | t j ie , r chpjce As for Akbar himself he took tin ediqrtatmn 
^ H rhiduiKS Of the mfesionariea— "the Father.', fruquenilv and freely 
uionistwd the Kini>' r says Monserrate-rin good spirit, though he 
ilrii ui>t hotred with the Jong^winded disctiUfffta of the Jesuits,, and 
°. an ^ d d hu subject m mid'fikpmilion In tin: Ibadal Khmn. Akbar 
Bsifineef Abul Fari io oxpbund Christ uuiilj and the quick-witted 
^ophisL did tf mo brtliiantty that the Father* themselvv^ « rite 
Moiiserrate, "wen? greatly astonished as they listened ta hem' AJdwf 
even allowed the fesuib. to wt up a chapel in the palace complex, and 
tamsetf visUed it, removing Sus turban Tv-vicnlLiilly 95 hi: entered Snd 
l vhen a Portuguese at the court diud, i he priests were- permitted to tali: 

.i i re . .. l. . . ...lILb i... ii i' iiu-.fi ■- -m I EH.iiii. .1 . an. *"i Li-l 



t’HAT HOWEVER WAS as far .is Akbar was willing fn go Ahd 
gractuaity it dawned on Hit Jesuits that their mission was a failure Tn 
jqg2 Monserrate Left for Goa, but .Akbar would nnt let \cquaviv l go 
Ikplained Abul, Fard to the pulled Jesuit, The king, having a desire 
Iut all kinds of know ledj.ye, and hkiag ta show hi* greatness, delighted 
In have in his court people of all notions ' ^o il was anoTher j ear be: fore 
Acqu,ivi%'a could leave FnLehpur Sikn 

Akbar. who had by then enunciated his own, creed, soon lost 
interest in Christianity Bui when j priest of the Greek i-hurch viait< d 
him in t-jhnre in 159P, Jus mtcre=ii perked up again. And he made over 
to the Greek ''some quick-witted and intellectual persuru to be in.-dTucSi.it 
by him in order that the translation of Greek books mjsylit bv earned 
uut,'- naeoedi Abul Fati V\Tieu tic Greek left, Akbar sent through him 
a fetter ro Goa, ' liummonirs the most learned and virtuous ot the 
Fathers, by whom 1 would be taugtli many Uliflgs ronrerrung Uie teeth 
af tie Christians and at the royal highway wherepo they travel to 
God's o-resenct!,^ 

Once again, though this time Willi some reluctance, the Jesuits ecnl 
u couple of missionaries to Akbar They arm ed in Lahore in 1591. bul 
found th.ia Akbar was interested only in llw secular knowings thar 
(Lev could impart He liad them set up a rd’.ool in Lahore to teach 
Portuguese to the royal children Tnat was not, however, the mission 
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Persian — l ho translation oT Lho Mahablmmta was entrap led i<» Baduuru 
tn his utter disgust 

Akbar had overtly got so Liosu to Hindu ism ,H tin--, 1(|[iii 

ovsiit CKlolted. turn -is .in 'mcarnfltian of Kama or Krishna, 5jiy§ 0 L - 1U; . M| ’ 
Hu i A kb nr was not about la becoBte □ Hindu Or to-be converted to lLn ,. 
other religion In fact, though be became estrprtged from nrthodJ. 

I dam,, he remained attached to Sufism, and Sheik Tajuddm, j 
continued lo exert a dominant influence- on turn. 

Tajuddim, notes Bad.-iuiu with envy nnd sectarian venom, u>„:d to 
be ‘drawn up the wall of the castle m b blanket, and His Majesty 
listened She whole mid it tm hi?, Sufi nbscemhes am! fmllte? arguments 
l L-'i'iL l' min u the Unity of Existence Thus hr,- became ,1 chief cau^o of 
tfv weakening of the Emperor's tailh in the commands of tefp m <1 
Indeed, the mystic perceptions of Sufism, reinforced by the mcnistiL- 
vmws '-if high Hindu metaphysics, became I he baste religious creed 01 
Akbar, (hough tut d id ateo adnpi iron various other religions bib and 
pieces of bclLefe tmd ntualB to garnish his faith ''Each person according 
!o his condition gives the Supreme Jiving a name ' Akbar maintained, 
"but lei reality to name I he Unknowable is vain.'' 

Perhaps next onlv to Tajuddin, the favourite guru of Akbnr was 
Dflstur Mshynpi Rana, a Parsec: whom. tie had mot in Gujarat m 1573 
MahyarfL arrived it, Eatehpur Sikn m lo7H on Akbar's m vil.it ion and 
under his influence Abba? set up a sacred fin,- in the imperial pal, ice, 
and began the custom of prostrating hunscif m public before the fire js 
well ij. buluiu the sun Birbal ateo had n role in persuading Akbar to 
re-, t'ro the Sun Says liadaum. Hie accursed BirbaJ tried to persuade 
the Emperor that smee the S1U1 gives light to ail, nnd ripens all grain, 
trusts and products of the earth, and supports (he life of manjdmd, 
therefore lb.nl luminary should be the oh|ert of worship and veneration ' 
Akbar pen Abu I Fail in charge of keeping the sacred fire bummg all 
the time At (he court, ill were, required in rise when lamps were lit ui 
the evening Akbar probably also took (o wearing the sacred shirt 
tsiicf rraj and gudllc (fatsfi), u in ich all Parities are required to linear 



IT WAS IN MARCH ISKI that Akbar adopted, openly and m public, 
the Parsec nte".- of fire worship At that time then. were aL the CO Uft 
three Jesuit irus-nonanes from Goa— they had arrived a month before— 
bul lilEy seemed to have taken no notice of the event a | all Tlli> Jesuits 
hart come with tne (need, notion ihai Islam was their enemy in the 
Mughal empire .und thru tt Was irom that religion that they had to 
wean ewav !h: a empuroir and the people So fixed Was iheir belief. and 
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d were they U» the obvious and growing dUnndtantmcnil nf 
*° J™ 1 Jlh ihal in December (hat v<-,ir. .liter having been at the 

Jplr ten months, they could suit i- rib to thHr Kector in Con "Out 
^"" hear nothing but the hideous nnd licanous name of Mahomet 
S® wof d; Mahomet if) everything here Antichridt reigns' 

J1 -iri'ing caily what they wished fo see, and repuriing cuit> what Ihmr 
m0I% wanted to hoar, (lie Jesuit mmsiutian.-. greatly Mnggmtted 
Jvi'r own rule in iha Mughal court, and pm id Utile Attention '■- ih.- 
iHuence of other nllgiprs on Akbar Three Jesuit rm--- ion& in uc. ■ sicm 
!]. ik-d Akbnr. nnd thuy ivcit- at ihc Mughal mun fur a total r«f abour 
hveniy-His ycar.^ overiflpfring mtn the reign of Jahangir Vut they had 
[hf trait Influence on Aktar. nnd there n, no mdicahon thm Jm Adopted 
,inv Cbnsti-m 1 -itos oi si ibscn te-d to any Christian bek-rs 
^ Akhar':- first recirfd.fld contact with Chrcstians was in MTi. when 
Portuguese traders and officers nicl him during hrs Gupim! campaigi| 
Pus jouaecl his curiosity, and n few yea m later, soon .n'Lcr he sni up the 
[bad at Khiina he ■, uni mimed to llv court Father JliIjlUI Pctuii : the 
VLtar-Genernl in Bengal, to question him shout Christianity But Fcretra 
was a prKichert not a theologian; lie could nor satisfy Akbar's uricisit> ! 

A more syscomaiiL contact was established m 3 578, when the 
Portuguese vieciwy at Goa, Dorn Diego de Meneaes, still lo thr- impend 
court an emissary, Antonio .Ciibrat Die revived Akhar's irtfere-.f in 
Europe And m Christianity, and prompted him to send one pi his antis 
[0 Goa with .1 letter to die head of thu fesuit mission there 'Send 
to me . two of your teamed men, whe thoulcl hnng lIic bonka of the 
law, and above nil the Gospels, became- ! truly ami desire to 

nndi'nifdLnd Iheir pcricction r . ,J wrote Akbar, "With great urgency I again 
demand that they should come With my .ijnliassador md bnn^ 
rheir boohs, For from theu- coming E *haLE obtain Lha utmost consolation; 
they will be dear lo mo, and I shsEI receive them with every possible 
honour As soon as 1 shafi have become well instnided in the Jaw, and 



ihall have comprehended Jts perfection, they will be able, if Milling, to 
return at their pleasure, and f ^Si.lLI iisrid tlivan. back ith gi.ai lionoors 
and appropriate rewards "' 

The Viceroy receivvd the Mughal envoy With Ihe highest honour 
and ceremony The Jesuits were, of course, exultant Ster them. Akbar S 
letter was god's answer id their fervent prayers to opun i passage to 
Lhe Mughal court So it was- with great care thar they 'dwse the 
missionaries to be sent to Akbar, balancing pudignsr with abilffy 
Rodolfo Acquaviva, ihirty, ^ion of a Neapolitan noble pmiiy though 
timid and meftecteal, was diwen to lead die misqcr. as befitted hi5 
lineage, which, it was hoped, would enable him iu totabli -h a rapport 
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that foe Jesuits had in mind so after n few months at ih e 
reuuned to Goa. t ru^lra tudi 
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In 1595 Ll\o third and final Jeailil mistaiaii arrrvid ,n tin* 
court. headed by Jerome Xavier i grand-nephew nt Francis Xnufa r Hi r 
leiiendm-y q^iy-sixkimlh^tntujy Spanish mlsslonaiy The Jesuits wun 
tw usual. graciously received by Akbar, and were Allowed In prearli 
and convert they pleased One day Akba r even .i Landed fo f ] JliL 
service in Liu 1 Jesuit eh up el, 'em bended knees and with clasped hands 
like n C bnstian prince Bui n iv.w cunnsily, not l .n LtVii ih.n miJVc J 
Akbar 

Ihe miSFiianarliis however had a great opportunity to win soqjj, hir 
the church when ii famine devastated Punjab and kashmir scion nfi tP 
I he it arrival in Lahore Thu good Fafoem religiously went abou t b.rph/jng 
abandoned and dying infanta wholesale, unagining Shat they were thu. 
ensuring a heavenly passage for “Ire dying, and earning for 1 hemseJ v<s 
ihe merit pf good, deeds Out with Akbar himself. or with his Suttessor 
they niuld make no headway, though Jerome Xavier stayed on a I the 
Mughal court for Ivven ty-three yearn, well into die reij^n of Jahangir. 

Akbar tantalised the lesutt^. but ivould not sabsJ'y ihem The lesim 
Labour at the Mughal eourt was neit however enlirely wasted The 1 , 
nerving an political agents in addition to befog missionaries were for 
many years able to use their entrenched position at dm court to block 
the penetration of other Eurcipqan powers into Mughal Indus and 
frustrate their trade moves Though they failed m god's work, Hu- 
Jejuna succeeded in serving Caesar and Mammon well 



WHERE THE JESUITS tailed the; jams fared belter In. 15fl2 a three- 
member jain delegatiion H sum maned by Akbar from Gujarat, arrived at 
the conn, headed bv Hiravjjaya Sun, who had walked all the way to 
Fatehpur Sikn, os his creed prohibited him from using any conveyance 
Sun was received with Impend! pageantry and was honoured with the 
title lagat-grinl (Teacher Of the World}, hut ho politely refused the 
presente that Akbar heaped on him. He wanted nothing from ihe 
emperor Akbar nevertheless was able 10 persuade him tn remain at the 
court for a couple oi years The gentle and pacific Jams made 
profound impression on tire fiery and combahve emperor: lie now 
began to lead an austere Ufa, curtailed his food and drink, especially 
meat he gave up hunting, imposed restriett-nns on animal slaughter, 
riven cifi fishing prisoners. and caged birds were released Reported 
[croms Xavici Akbar "rsdures God, and ihe 5un. and is li Hindu 
iGenblei he follows the sect of ihe Jains.' 1 
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tel i it cNinged in Akbar under Jam Influence was his lifestyle, not 
, ih VVlml bis true foilh was, no ore knew He gave for exponents 
religion ihe impression thru he favoured them, but all were in 
1 durilhteioned. Jl might not be foal he dellbarafdy .md 

^ mfondvd in mislead diem As Abu I ?m\ notes, it was 
h ’ kTds nature not to reveal Ins true thoughts tn anyone, but speak 
■■ k ]Ui |JVU ry group, nay With every individual, suifohly to ihe fafier 1 -- 
Fe hens(Lin. Accordingly. foe acufo pf every group conjecture, m 
c h J, T , irE certain, foal the prince of the world has no other 
uriderstarding nr knowledge except what he shows to them 1 J 

b.Lrtoii a seventeen th-ccntury jesuil historian, viewed Akbar from 
slightly different perspective ' 'fl-fo (Akbar} never gave anybody a 
d, m re to undisratand rightly hte inmost sentiments or to know whai 
(aiLh or religion he held 'by, but, in Whatever way could best serve his 
own m terc“ite, he used to fopd one party nr clhe* with the hope oF 
eaimng him to tlscdf, humouring wrh side wiih fair words and 
pro fas ting that he had nu other object wifo his doubts than in seek and 
I'md out by the guidance of fouix wise answort foe simple truth fail then 
hidden from him TJie answers given, however, never sufficed to satisfy 
hj J11f foe disputes, and with them the hopes and vesmaon of foe 
(lisputanK never came to an end, because i^rdi day they began ngiun 
at die beginning/' Monsefrufo made ihu. root nssessownl "ft may be 
5cisjMXl«d that Jafal-ud-dui. < Akbar} was moved to summon th- Christian 
jjrfaste, not by any divine mspi ration, but by a rurtmn auiotiifyj and 

excessive io hear SHOW new lhtEig AkbiU, writes Du 

Jeij-j-iv, did know "what heaven to make for ’ 

IE j? difficult to detaoaune who uKeried i§dt .milutmrc on \kbar 
His psychic circuitry wm complex, and often responded to pulses oi 
influence imprcdiHablv. sometime., ludicrously For instance,, Badeum 
mentipns foat when Akbar heard that Ihe Lamas in Tibet lived up to 
2lXj years, he "in Imitation of the usages < _ .i these lamju,. Iniul oi file 
limn he spent ui Ihe hiirvin. curtailed hl.s food and drink, but especially 
abstained from mval- Ho also shaved the hair of the rrown of k* head, 
and let the hair at foe Sides grow, because he believed lhal (lie soul H 
perfect beings, a I the time of death, passes out of ihe c»wn f which is 
ihe tenth opening of Ihe human body) Wifo a noise resembling thunder. 
Which ihe dying mao may look upon os - proof uf Lus happiness and 
salvation from sin, and as a sign Ihfll his soul by meJempSjf thtvus will 
pass into the body ot some grand .md mighty king " 

Reason, by which Akbar swaie, oflun failed hLm 
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WHAT DID NOT Jail Akbar wa* hu. vision 

Even while he was cliJi urenlly exploring other religion? md ^ :n 
mil exotic ntc:. and modes of life, he was qtHelly formiilniifi|r ^ 
syncretic regi-LoninC creed of his own Din I JrLtn. Divine Faith 

The enunciation of Dm llahi would be. Ihe most corilipyfcrsJiiil act of 
A kb if. dnd tht- must misundcretond Akbw's objective in laundlbu 
Lhn lhhi wj\ not to challenge or displace ihe existing enjods, bul in 
Mtablish tf central point of ronVergerce and CClilfOrd m Iheir mid 1 ;!. In 
which all could subscribe c-ven while remaining iruc u> (hdr uivn 
faiths It was oca iTlhdcws 1 risky undertaking in that age of bigotry, 
to step between warring religion? Eta Jl lv^ with dellbemhnn and 
camion that Akbar proceeded with lu? religious reform, taking an* 
warv step ,it a lime, first establish mg his authority over Islam, elitin 
stepping outside it (but not reneuifrirtg it] to offer liimielf ,it 
nucleus of A reLlgious Synthesis 

\kbar made hi? fir? I move m the iimune] tit 1579. On 26th fune 
tbal year, a Friday which also happened to be the blclii arimverseiry of 
Prophet Muhanidudj Akbar took the unusual step of mourning the 
pulpit Of thi fame Masiid m Ffltflhpur Sikn during the noon 
Lungn. gatiuoal devn Lion? to read the kbutbah Ihs- Friday sermon, 
which was usually delivered by the imam He made no significant 
deviation from the normal formal of the khutbah, but merely recited a 
short versa composed for the bcwRion by Faiii l ho poet brother af 
AbuS Fnzl 

Ttjl’ lard Tl'?ki ^jvU'l* if'i ciJT'crcicrKv, 

IVAi) gar-r us .1 iwsr hwrl md ,1 sfrtfny arm, 
kVJju guided \ t - jji nfriify ami ftntka, ’ 

Arid ifrazv /nun Mur fJiaygfrts iiff sai*- equity 
K|. drsrnpij.nf |> frryfrrr ifutti \hv range of tlwitght 
Exalial ft Mis mpsbi^Atinhu akimr! 

-\1Ler delivering Lhe*r linns Akbar ‘read n passage trnrn |hc Koran aild 
recited the Mia, tire opening p^age of the Koran consul Utmg lire 
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! fdijj . Vzay!iI p f Islam, then name down Iron the pulpit and joined the 
^?'e L w^ nothing radical or nbji I ion alii- in whajt Akbar recited, 



iVnri-, the orthodox point of view, nor WAS it unheard of for a 
fW; ? t nilef to read the khutbah himself, lhatigh if was not common 

Tic Citljph of Turkey, a& Ihe secular and spiritual head nf the 
hrtMinilV routkrch read thu khulhnh. among ihu ['rmiin-i:- (he 
^ e f 1 ]^ clan, Timur, had himself read the khutbah AEniL F.izl 
r |!” ^ AkbiST' 1 - action in its historical content' "As n,1 this time it carer 
! Mus hearing that the guiding imam', and legitimate caliph? did nut 
“ g ^o^hjp to others, hul took llhi^ wc-ighlv matter nn Uicir (w 
shnu'Mert. hu resolved to imitate them in Oils, and la reap ihe rew«$l 

llM ^Tlie incident nevertheless created L|uiie a coirnnomm Th*. 

fonLrnVL'P’V ^rntred UO the closing words of Akbar \ discourse AIMm 
■ilh'Jrl Tliat was a cum mon unaugh invocation in Mu' lim prayer* and 
meant, in Arabic, that god (Allah J ]» great F.J^ar). Hut il couhi be also 
taken to mean, li one chose to ±*o it that way. I hat Akbar was god n 
orthodox Muslims, already agitated over AkbaiA unorthodn? spiritual 
eyploTTitjon?. the re-ading uf the khutbah by him funded life a dap of 
'hander warning them of Lhe storm about to burst over them 

Jhuy were not mistaken about that pcrtenl Hot v.-iit Akb.ii really 
cLluning godhead? That seem* unlikely Acrordaig h- Abul Fail wlv n 
Akbar heard of the rumpus about the khutbah. he exclaimed, r ? 

Tih God 1 He could nol. believe ih.it he was being accused of 



ctauning divinity 

Akharis surprise w uOl credible He 1 could nu! have been unaware 
uf the double meaning of ihe plinth he used, or of the possibility if his 
upponentH reading only one meaning into if ha da uni tay 1 - ihoi ivhde 
reading Lha khutbah Akbar 'iiimriered and Lramblud md rhnueb 
listed by othert, he cuuid scarcely read three verses <'l (he poem 
This could, have been stage Irigh!. li could also have been his gudl- 
runscienee. 



THE CONTROVtiRSY DID nol make /Vkhn,r retrear. He was cautious 
but resolute, On 2in1 September 1"79. Iwo monlhs after reading the 
khutbah, Akbar iook the next btep Folio wing up on a suggestion 
originally made by Sheikh Mubarak (the father of Atm I FazLl six yuam 
(iarLr /iba r obi, lined frum the jirmapal utrjr.a of-Uie empire a declaration 
[often ull«t Ihe Infallibility Decree) Wrtrfymg Hiat Afcbar. .= Just rnler 
(Silfterr-HHffJJ, could act a* Ihu final .'irbitisr m, maltvis of religion 
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The document L^r.-tFiL-d by Sheikh Mubarak, mad "Where 
Hindustan has, noiv hrarntr the caiir- m wurity .irui p Pfla nt1d 
land of fustltc and henehctirio.'' wi ihe principal L Jema |, ,,'| 
duly rimsidored the iteep meaning. < irsr, ol Ihe verse m tlv: Knrjn' 
Obey Gml arid Obey rln Prophel and Itinse who have aulhhritv 
among you .md secondly uf Ihe gennino Tradition: Surely the man 
who it dearest to God on ah.- day of judgement l*. the [nuim-i.,,^ 1 
whosoever oheys the Amir obeys They ami whosoever rebels skuasi 
him T rebels aigalni t Thee/ and tiurdly, of several nthur prpofe bay lfln 
miiwung of testimony and we have ay, rend that ihe rank of S(iltan- 5 . 
fdi] is higher in ihv eyes pf tjod than Ihe rank n£ Mujtahld (interpreter 
or law) Furtlier, we declare that the king nf Eslinn, Amir of the Faithful 
‘-hadtm of God in Ihy world Ah ul-Kl th hiljluddm Akhar Padshah 
Ghazi {whose kingdom God perpetuated is a most just. must wi*t? , lTuf 
most God-fun rmg king, 

' Should therefore n fulurt a n> lignins question aims up, regarding 
which, Hit opinions of the Mujtahld'. ,iir ,ii variance, L uid r-Ju. &yl£ijest\ 
m he, ptmutriting understanding .tnd clear wisdom bn inclined it, 
ndci|?t for the benefit uf the nation, and as .1 political expedient, any of 
thu.CGnflicting opinions which exist on that point, and issue a dor-rei: tp 
that affix- 1, we do hereby agree tiro I -ludi a deepen' shall be E’lnding [in 
US .Wd the Whole nation 

'"Further, we declare tli.il should His Majesty Hunk m to issue a 
n-;w order we and the nation shall likewise Lie bound K u, provided 
always, that such order be nol only in accordance with some retse a f 
I tie Koran but alsn .if renl benefit to the nation; and further, that any 
opposition on the part of bn, subjects to '-JCil .in order passed by He. 
Majasty -,iiii?j involve damnation til I tie World La come ami togs of 
property and religious privileges 10 this. 

i bis doc Liiiicn 1 hat. been written with honest uittmtinns, for the 
glorv or God and the propagation of Islam 

nv declaration of rlie ulema became an unpenai decree when m 
v-® endorsed by Akku There was r-otlung al all except umabEc in ihe 
d cetera Lion, either from Use- pom! of view of Islam or of good 
government, and n ciTtalnly did not confer infnlhhlllty on Akhar In 
"t «bgiim Akbar colijd ntu give anv decision of lies awn, but 
mu to choose tram among the rulinc;S of the Mlljtaltids., arid in matters 
>jJ gtii s ronient his deCieeii Were required to be In Conformity with the 
Koran and for ihe good of the people. 

fh.it Will what 1 1’ 1 * declaration Said, VVhal it meant in practice was 
quite another Ihing. Hu- stipulatlortl in die declaration, it wns evident, 
..... ild all be easily manipulated hy tin absnLulu monarch Jo rnaku h"L5 
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, . .yj.-iuj nu driiibt know it. And \o did his cntics. ''Then? 
^ market of ailppjfMi^n/' says AW Fa /I ‘ Especially this 
WiSF ^dvith paper-worshipping scholiasts, sunk m the mire of routine, 
^ recocr ldlng nu knowledge except Ihi garnering of old liteterial* 
\ 1 arkef-Wom beads of small value and writings in black and while 
,ir ' L n icjU falins which had been fabricated by servile decorators 
*' n in . L 'rv side there aipse LN dust of commohan and the bl u > smnkr 
itrknw^ AssrtS bln^s nf w ickcdmtKr e ^ngrega led together Si untr 

11 m'i , heated fanatics of the deseri of destruction said lhat the Prmce 
nf thu Agfl wished to claim la be the prophet nf the inctunparabie 

l at 'lhL 1 problem here, apart from the religious antagonism tlnU AkbiirA 
M i-, rtS . reused , was that the Muslim religion* ehta. many ol whom held 
pnsMiic-ns. of power and prestige at ihe interfaeu nf religion and poll tics 
m the tticacratic slate, feared that Akbar's syncretic predilections, and 
now hi? udrusion. into religious authority, threatunect iheir privilege;. 
There was 4 danger ot Akb.ir dismanlting the theocratic dale, they 
feared Many would titen lose theu' reliB ioui sinecures. Ortliodox 
Muslims therefore had good reason tu grieve over Akhar' reforms 
And they hit hack at Akhar where he was most vulnerable, charging 
him wLth apn-Htasy, with having become a Hindu Hie ground lor tilts 
improper notion/" says AM Fturl, "was that the prGce out nf In- wide 
toleiunce had received Hindu sages an I q his intimacy, and had increased 
Uie rank ol Hindus ior -idmirnstrativu reasons, and had for the? good of 
Hu? country showed them kindlier 

Tlte charge of aposlnsy against Akbni Was ne.r, ,il iliai time, tenable 
E-fu was unorthodox, but still .1 Muslim, Nevertheless, U> blurt! the 
thrust of his adversaries, Lt becarite nocessnry for Akhar to demonstrale 
lies fattii. and he did so by a senes of canny mnnoeuvn-s First, soon 
after the promulgation of ihe •mfaHjbilliy decree' he weni on ,1 
pilgrimage to Ihe toinEi of Khwaja Muinuddin CEiishh in Ajmef ihk last 
to the shnrei, which, says Abul FaiJ, was expiessl)- undertaken a-- .1 
means of calming the public and enhancing submission of recalcitrants 1 
Also, he now had a portable mos^rne built, and earned it with him on 
lours and campaigns in i|py his daily prayers. And when a stone 
supposedly bearing the footprint of Prophet Muhammad ws, brought 
lo the enuri, he- received it with ostentatious vene ration- Finally, Akhar 
offered to Fund haj pilgnmag^. so that whoever wanl.. J lo gn iu Mraa 
eoulti do SO at State expense, and he designatud an officer titled Mjt 
H ail in conduct pilgrims from India to Arabia 

Ln ,dl this Akhar was dissembling. Hu liild ito intention nf retreating 
from tin: path be had chosen Though he was still a Mu-lim. arid would 
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runiii tn so numiuwlLv till Ihe'oul he m* rapidly sp&iinj- . 
till: grfnit of I hm and galiicrmg clcwnls Emm different rdn'' V r " in 
mould .1 l,i i Hi af hi nwn Hr- w.v- encouraged in Itu , ^nd. ' ' 

Shaikh Tajuddin, the Sufi -.age It w t1 fajuddlrt who, hy 

E-HdJtirt] tfll.d AJdi.u nhoul "The Iriiili of Phanwlr This ,- lr \ ^ 
responsive chord. in A-kbar Like Pharaoh lkhmiir.ui 0 f oacifent e' 9 
■\kbar too would look into himself Uv invent i croud Car his 

rndnin ^ foil 



nifr WAS A punk-ms enterprise in a Muslim T$cn.-ty hut Ate), 
sucurc now -is ih, absolute and omnipotent monarch D f '.i vast u mnJ 
mu I Li dart what mj nlhec Muslim ruler anywhere? had ever ^V'l 
hcfcir.: Hr could play (he rhjradK So in mi t two years afar ihe i S -:ut 
or i hi; infalljl'iiEily decree' YkW promulgated Din Ilalii 

Uiuddir, hi ill |i an - ■ j rl y-ii 1 1 1 1 IcmUi ^entm v suU of Delhi had 
flLsa though! ol founding a new faith but he.'i.mlikt- Akbar dJd 
pnxi.vd with the plan. Moreover Al.niddm - mritivadons and niuHud- 
were entirely different from those at \klitr- -Alsiuddm had no ^nou- 
inlcrc^.1 ill religion, but only wanted to gain renown as ihc fcuiSer of 
■i m-c. seel which he believed hr- could propagate by die power ,f hi', 
icH1i ln Aktlsir there might have been a desire for personal dlyrv 
but Dm Haiti wm also Hie aiEuunshon of his long and earnest study r-i 
lllJ fo™ was m i t a broad and com mend ahk- p.a-h Ltiial 
objective la end communal discord in die umpire arid tn unable his 
■ub|ecn. fo live. Ln harmony. Alauddm's prn|-, i was megalomaniacal, 
Akhar -. was a vision of a new India, 

Charactcnsncflli'. Akbar convened a council nt Fatchpur Sikiy to 
djsaiss hl5 LdertS r ° r a n empire ruled hy one head, it is ,i bad Lhuig 
' ’ lhe men iters divided Among themseh Wi and aL iMnance One 

with the other.’ 1 Afcbar c, reported to have said. addressing the 
“•5" ^£ hl - Ulerofore to bring Ilium nil into uric Jiuf m 

-.Lull faj-hion Ul.lt they should he both one and all. with the great 
advantage of not losing what is good to any one religion while gaining 
whatever ie- better tn another In (tat Way honour would be rendered 

to God, peace would he given to the people, and security to the 
empire. 

Akbar th^i asked the Ambled amirs to speak up freely on hh 
proposal; Many -poke, but not frei iy Wide* Bartolr The men of note, 
especially lhe command anh who had nr. Cod other than the king. and 

[| 0 L ‘ r ° lhcr thaJ1 ]lli wllL ' |U with one mm replied, Yes, Inasmuch ns 
;le who w-RS nearer id heaven, both by re.iion a f hss office and hy 
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f rn lofty intellect, should prescribe for IK* whole empire gfld . 
" " 1 ^ rules, ■ioJemnitira, arid whatever else was required 

perfect end unhW raHghm 

to - . w is only one dissenting vme M llw meting R,i|a Bhagwan 
f Amb«. accoJiling to Bad umi. prolwted ’f would wiilLugly 
pr ' ° ,L, Hindu? and Mima I man- luve twin a bad religion, bui -r. 

ii" wliii the new sc& and what opinion they hold, m 1h?it I m*f 
T I lb ,n ■■ Akbar bad no ready answer to that. He had no rct'd, niton It 
Wh-H he wa£ proposing was nut a. religion in the canven linnal 

* :r "l iw years later Rap. Man Singli, the adapted son (if Ra,a Bhngwari 
„ . ljp ;d the same objection when Aktau prodded him la embrace 

lim' tlpiftl "If Dlsciplcstnp means wiilingness to sacAfice on- > life 1 
iirc.idy carried my life in my hand-^whal need b iherc for 
.liner pTetft* A 5 ted Man Singh "If. however, the term has another 
ne.unns and refers to fnitfc, 1 certainly am a Hindu. U you order me to 
sn f will become a Musalman, bul I know rmi of ihs exu- imcc -i 

-nv other rdigsnn than these rwn ' 

Oui'-ide the court, i ho nmetions of orthodox Muslims nm -o 

polile ti.icre was dismay find fury: worse tli- mtiliahs inun.! M'-hfir 

ridiculous One Lineal peet wrote 

The king r/irs r^r )M;'l find cf.UJ/r tn hr 
ri pmp/icJ, 

After life fapsu of a wear, pMst Cod, 
hv Ti?ifl frecfltritf Grvf ' 



TI-3I& CHARGE WAS umiaEr Not even bin fawning courtier asenimd 
godhead nr propheihopd tD Akbar though ATuiil V. a*l cam j«Jy dose 
tn U Akbar lumscSt ceriamly did nol make my ™di tani What n- 
claimed ^ that kings were inuchud with divinity, nor that they were 
divine person*, the divmity of the km B was of Ihu off.ee. no! of the 

111,11 As for Din llahi. Its appeal was te iv-ware. not m faith or arJcur 
f \nd Hunt war-, (fe mam weakntiSh-it could not give puepi- loc cndcn 

rtf faith they needed Id hobble through fife 

limi tlnhi was., UT Fael. not even ready a reJigion, and ip- never 
intended SO be one; It w.w mure like n ii.itenuty -,m: !!■ pnmzry 
concerns, were socio-pnQW n'lber than Akbar himsuu was 

Lh- nucleus of. lhe creed Indeed, he the reason mr its ^ 

existence Anti te in Afebdr'a vjliv. was as ll' had to be because. a= he 
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pul s< ' E'he vay -ighi of kmg^ Ii.ih been Hold in be q , W | of , 
v,or4-np Tin- y Wf 'Iretll fitted f C^vertticiji as the Shadow r^' 
.■n l iruJa-d t« hohfikt them, is- q me.ub uJ calLtng to in n id i j n! . , , V ' 
qnd BUggesh, the prnt^L tion of thu Almighty.' ' r erar.«i r< 

1/ Uie veneration of ffii emperor was the core m Din E|,ihj il 
wb.it would the excifreopr himself venerate? Akbni had u Kaf j[. , r J K ' n 
to this* "Divine worship m nKuwchs ceitasis m then justice 
administration," lie maintained J Tbiu justice of one hour is b^teHh 
tJu- saying payers ..ill night; end of lasting all ifa^ tor sixty w .«! 
And what would be the emperor's toward for being a just ,ind , 
Atoto bell."- r:L llvil being a monarch was a reward ,r t f |'.i , 
"Sove reignlj is a supreme blowing, ' he hold 'far its advimL 
extend ta multitudes." ' * ' 

AkSia* certainly had a good idea in Dm Ilahi He did not, hnw^r 
seem to have thought A through with thoroughness, hut improved the 
Loncept as he went along While, some of the beliefs and practices of 
Dm IJiihi— Like the four degrees m devobon tej the emperor— were 
already there as part of the emperor vcnerihen (hat had been growing 
liven before the -. ruinaniioii of die new creed, others were |dded nn 
liaphainrdh so that it ended up being, something of a inbhmnsh. And 
Lh combining his SoCio-pq]jLicaI Vision with a creed ,]kin lo religion 
Akbat straddkd two boats moving in opposite directions, one miti-jh- 
LrdU the future -rnd tht other drifting into tile past This ^ccoujjs fej 
many of Dm lLihiA ambiguities. 

On on* thing Akbar was dear Din TNlvi was not for the in,iw 
Abu] Fad repeatedly speaks of Akbar's reluctance to initiate 
mdiscrtrhtniitely a!! who Printed to pin the fraternity, nic words nf 
king*. iPwnsL’Ie pearl? ' Akbar m, lint, lined, ''they are no! Cl pendant hi 
rnvrv cat ‘ Thu fraternity was frankly uhlisL- Akbsr Was especially 
i. areiu] to i.im; that Dm Itahi did noi become ,1 means of advancement 
for opportunist careerists 'To make n disciple is Lo instruct him m 
the service of God. nut ta make, him a personal attendant," said Aktau 
I ne Tftd obpcE nf (hose ivjio became ‘disciples w,ib to gel into affine, " 

write* H.id.iuni "and Hi* Majesty did evervfhinc to eet this nuL of 
their heads." 



^^ IL ^ ECS Mlj! Abbar savuured Hindus fm admission liKn 
, 1 l.. -Jin "Of Hindus hu could noi gel enough/' he says 'Hut if 
otner than Hindus came, and wished to become disciple al any 
sacrifice. HiS Majesty repaved or punished them Fpj tlifiir hondiir and 
veil he did not care, nor did he notice whether they full in with lus 
View or nol Balsam's complain! Mams baseless There is run evidence 
Li.ai Afiai fov&ured Hindu*— or tSi.it, if he did indeed tavern: Hindus, 



ace 
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d Dir Itahi for in the list of eighteen prominent members 

m : comp Jed by BlodWMWn from the names muntioned by 

Ti.idauni, there is only one Hindu Rajii Birbal 
,l\ LI- „ .1 I aVi .1 . leading memhers. there were no doubt 



71 f | pjffler qrikrereni* of fSn llnlii. Hut Ihuir niiinbcr could never 
" L ° rC h 'cn v^ry large, for cnch member had to be individually mUtated 
h * V ^rTmDeror The initishun-whldi was a seerei rite, not 

n ' ■ . b ■ ■_ L n . L i.^ rjvamL nr n illu Pm h.iuri Itl'i'll 



''1, irnm these eighteen Leading mem hem, there 
V. - r,.-Unnriw,i? nf fSn Hnlii Hut their numb 

by ific j- ^ wh j c ^ a re k r m,vn— seems usually lo have been 
wfl j' no Sundays, borau&e of tlie Zoroaalnan and Hindu reverence 
the sun The novice approached Akbar with lu^ turban in his hand 
U '\ rmViMted at his feel; Aklw Ihcn raised him up and replaced the 
Srfw W «««Un B 1. Abu, F«t Uni «n 

D hv^ had "from seeming existence now' entered into reid life 

rSnues Ahul M "Hi* ^ ^ lhe novi ^ ttlL ‘ 

whd , is tm graved 'the Great Name J . ™d His Majesty^ symbuJical 

' 'fihangir snvs that the novice was "given the J .'-rki h C token 

jud likeuessj ■ At the time of initiation ‘.irai- wordv of advice were 
„ vvn to the disciple; he must nol [indulge m| actanan qtmrreK 
E u1 mU9t fallow the rule of uaivEisal peace whli regard to religions; he 
must not kill any living creature with Jus own hand and must nol flay 
anything The only exception*, are in battle and the chase Honour 
U,e tammaiiei (dre Sun, Moon etc) which are manifested of Gods 
liviht iccordirig to the degree ot each, and recognize lhe power and 
Sstent n of Alnfehty God at nib times and seasons. Be capful indeed 
Lhnt whether in private or m public you never for a inorn^nt forge 

h doe;, not seem Lo have been mjeessary' for the initiate to renounce 
hit old faith— he could remain a Hindu nr a Muslim and VUt be a 
member of Din HaH— but many, according to l^daum, on their own 
sLibnuUed statements renouncing their religion, writing, h who am ?o 
and to, son of so and ao, do voluntarily, and with m predilection, 
utterly Ml d entirely renounce and repudiate the religion de Islam 
mv fathers, and do embrace Dm link of Akbar Shah, and do acrepl t 
taur .grades of entire devotion, viz, fenfire of Property, LlF^ Hurour 
and Religion." Members of the cult wort on their turbans a medallion 
with Akbar r S likeness, Find greeted each other with the s.,duLsttm HJHrr-r 
,p,h T r tv which lhe response was HfTfJ -jMahu (Glorious is Hll- Gloxy ■ 
the cretins as well as its response playing or, Akbnr '■ names Ihtf 

rmperoF H W£lji saJutet ! ^ hl ' * V[th :Hl ' h£ " 

nrostaatjan used for warehip in the mosque 

' It I.r, not Clear whether Din Or hi addressed UhI* to any HlctaphytaCfll 
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questions, though Akbar personally Shoved m transmit ^,,1 1 , 
no gods, no prayer*, no rite 1 licro were, however, littmenJ lflJ 
xcgulAiiona, some nJ them drotl, iBfibed by Akbar over , rn ‘ nf " 
M ™' j'“ sadal. family and personal °! 

U.ilt member?, They were [p show concern for animal u-Hfiri ' 

the remarriage of WiddwS, reject child toHrriaae and marries Ir^ 1 
reJabuns reject forced v,ib 1 hey were encouraged in police * | h: '" 

and I hastily and to become vegetarians. Further; members were .vn^^ 
to give a party and ftstribille alms on their birthdays; durum ih 
hirth month they were not to eat meat a T even go near meat thev l 
not to use the vessel* used by butchers, fisher?, and bfrdWchi^ Jh* 

™ ™‘ tvr c ° habil Wlth Tenant, old barren or underage women’ 
\nd ho on fliarc were also precise? reguliiSpna f Qr tin- burial - 
burning of die dead, as a bo directions for sleeping— dm , :u u mejllb 
were required to vlecp with ihijir heads to jtfus east. ^ 



AKBAR' 5 TENT A 1 1 V EN ESS with Din ifehi, evident m r1? 
CancqjIu.tiuatiDrv was also evident m hfe manner of propaeBtinii lI 
Though, avoiding eo BartoL. he did send, *o P n jfter the Noun re 
" ' ' c4 * n & ‘ ,| hatolipur SLkri, on- of thu sheikhs, a most distinguished d!J 
mai,. to proclaim m all quarters that m a short tune the law to ho 
professed throughout Elio Mughal empire would bp sent frerni ihi- 
Louri no format, empire-wide promulgation of Dm Elnhi seems qciuaUv 
to hav* been mode No wgmiuulian was set up io propagate it, and 

1 , L ' nQ indication that the machinery of the state was m any* wav 

used to promote u y * 

There is little- doubt that if Akbar hnd used ihc resource of the 

10 P TO P a 6° tc it would have wan, at leant hgoWv 

numerous, adherents Ordinary human SU^eptibilitjes Would haw 
cr.H.ured that In fact, Jung before the enunciation of Dm Llahi ^ml 

^Tn^l Sift* ^ Vet *™ Akbar 11 of brahmins 

ca^ed Darehamyas had become demonstrative devotees of Afcfaar— they 

would not touch foou or water, or ret about (heir work, without first 

N s “* he P rcsei ^ d himself to the public at sunrise from 
a Jon window. 

V ji CQ,4r i? eiS V t f 1 5 wmd * hBVG swttrtg whichever way Akbar 
N b ' ^ ,,, ' ,]M - r ' Akll£ur 5tartEd -waring the wJfefri, the nobles, snv* 

! LL ' rrh?,: Lhj ? g^ va S DlU = to [soch an] * Mess - that Akbar? hid 

.= • bon 1 the practice Write Uadauni „fcout the situation in J5?*J three 

L**" bc}c>rt tnc Uvundj ns of Dm Jtald. In there days when reproach 
began to spread upon die doctor. Of rslam ** JS 
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_. ind [ower classes, having accepted I he collar of tpintual 
lllu . . N„ n their hecks proh-sred (htmwJvc- 1 - l> - dpwipk Thttv 

pbcdienvj Uifpi|j3h ltll , fnotives cil hope and iV ,u Ami Ihe 

bLV T''^ truth cbEw f 101 P rc * et?d L,ul lh< ‘ ir rn0uth ' 1 " VriLl whcTl ^ |ri 
^ DTdl ' introduced, says Abut Rizl. ' many rtuHiv,nd-, men of atl 
,,illu 1 |i;l OVfir |huir hhoul'leiN iho tuanlle of Mb' I nnd toakfeii] 
Jfl5i ^iliCLr conversion to tlw New Fail la as tin means mf obtainuj§ 
UF *^ LlBssiitE " Sayj B&np, "Indeed, if Mis Majesty, in setimg up he, 
rSiSi making his innovations, had spuol a Ui.tle money, lie would 
cS have got most of his court!.- nr and mu^h more tlu uigar into hi ■ 

deV Bui 1 tbl^wns rot Akbar’?, style "No man should hr mien ere d with 
_ 3CCOLI nt of his religion," said Akbar, "and any vne should be 
l]]QW «t to yo over to any rell^dd he pleased 11 To use cnerdon or bail 
' aiIl converts would have been td violate the very id-safe on wbreh 
nin’llahi was founded— that truth may be found in all religion-., and 
that reason should Lu? the sak- basis for belief and action "Hi* Majesty 
WD-; convinced dull confidence ll 1 llLtEI M a Suadi:l was r> mat I IT af tmn? 
md good counsel, and did not require the sword, »ys Bad. mm 
Akbar therefore made no great effort to propagate Din Uaht It is 
doubtful that any laf^ number of people outside the court cuete knew 
about Din Main, and it l- even more douhtful lhai. d. they conic ■ now 
jibe ill It. It would have nppeaJed to ihsm, except as J :u-.-.tnh lc^ Win 
royal favour Pin Oahl. a faiLh without pardon, .1 cult WitllOilt a go d, 
W a 5 not for the masses, for people needed their gods and goddesses, 
Iheir prayer? and riiualt, penances, and tetu.ils, to aodipf their lives, 
Akbar evidently meant lu keep Din llahi «kUihim> (u ■ wa\\. closed 
fratemit)' of iirti mates and true adhetenfe, a core group uot divided by 
conflicting religious loyal lies, but united in their devotion td tin emperor 
Akbar was the very life of Dm Itahi Din llahi exited herairie 
Akbar lived, Inevitably, when he died, the fratemitj' died too Its 
prenutittil members had ail died before AKbm hiniidl; tbere were no 
aperafte lu continue his mission Din llahi simply vgushed, widiotii a 

trace 



ONE TANTALIZING Iho u gh I remains Din Ualu. by Jts Sv- ular 
BCientatfon and faith m reasnn, had held in .1 (he 
modemkzalion of IndLa, Tie promise of reoBivol nnd grawlh » ™ ai 
had enurfiebcalty appheb himself tb the ptopagalmn Dt Dm flahi, 
would not its electric flLmuhta on the elite of (he land J»vd awakened 
, , 1 . .,nl,.-.r an.l hrmilrh! r:i?r out of the dumieu-n nr 
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raedievalwui out unto thu open, into .unlighi and fn^h air? 

The partial was there. Indeed, tor a short wkile t| lG H 
around the Mughal court did semtiUjitc with intellectual and 
Etffifrvescence ‘Wronomy, philosophy medicine, nmifo’mn' 
Poetry r history and novels; Were cultivated and thought nec^t^- 
Says ccnvnri PUS Radjfluni '‘Many Emilios plunged into I Iuiri,- distutsjo 
■\t nighl, whan there were social uMambliesi His Majesty tnJd i^T ' 
coijjiiers to sit down i£ The Forty, and every one might ^y m '!U 
whal he liked. If any ore brought up a question connected with Jaw ( \ 
religion, they said You had better ask the Mullahs about n, as ^ pnt * 
settle tilings Which appeal to. mail's reason'" It seemed like the dawn 
■ 'f the :ige of Teas on m India. For a brief shining moment a mVt ' 3n j 
brilliant star biassed over FaLchpur Situ 

Then the moment passed And liva mghl ciosud m again 
Would the light have abided if Akbar had persevered with Dm 
[Jalii? I'nssi Lily On the other hand, u was equally posable Lhat, it Akbar 
had used force in propagate Din Hahi. his adversaria, would hav t‘ Lisod 
cminte n. . , 1 1 ing fora? to resist it, creating cliao* and wrecking evervihing 
dial Akbar had built Though Din ilahi, being not itself .1 religion, did 
nor require its adherents to abandon their faiths, its basic Ihrusl'viv, 
against religion ifseli, and this would have matte orthodox Muslim^ 
perhaps even Hindus, unite against Akhar, Elfish as it was, in tile eyes 
oi orthodox Muslims. Akbar was beyond the pale His sms weri many 
lu begin with, lie Was taleranl towards other religions, and (hot was 
intolerable He then went on to meddl? with Muslim taw* and inidtponv, 
and. that was criminal, for Prophet Mohammed had warned ihni 
'anything. new which is introduced in my religion is. condemnabLe'''. 
•And in enunciating Dm llatil, he had become an apostate 

This at any rata was how orthodox Muslims saw Akbar. Many of 
his views Were certainly incompatible with Islam— his belief in 
transmigration, fur msEOncc, implied the rejection p£ the basic Islamic 
t-neis or resurrection and the last judgement It is not, however, dear 
whether Akbar actually renounced Islam. The evidence is confusing 
and the witnesses suspect. Hie Jesuit missionaries, □ major source 5 
information on the subject, wc-rv rah id tv anti-Muslim, and they 
exaggerated Akbar-F d i^nchantment with Islam, while other pressures 
and prejudices warped the fudgement of Mughal chroniclers 

From Akb,Tr himself the evidence is contra d icton In 15&\ the year 
aKerhti enunciated Din Hohi, he founded a citadel at the confluence of 
c I* -i Gangs and Che Wfflmw and named it Allahabad, City of Allah 

leitt!r lo !h '- ******* m P" 88 * iittte before the proclamation 
of Din Hahn, as well as in hj 5 Eeltare to die Llzbeg chief Abdullah Khan 
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1 ’ vrna m Latvr, he 1 declared lnrewlf unambiguously' to be a 
a w hidi from the time of the me of Urn sun of Islam tall 

. | 1JL i n0 i been trod by the horac-hiiofe of the world - 
tin* P reiiX ' ]1 r L i l | ^ c4S ^jive become tha dwelling-places and homes of 
con^ P ‘wtnte to Abdullah, dflPCbbing wh.it he had 

LtRt *£hed by ha conquer churches and temp lei; of the 

ind herelk-i have become nwsqm-. and holy -,hrm. - 
jiflurtiatton b> Akbar Is noi ttmvmcLEig-m those 

.. £■ Akb M w as probably dissembling diplomatically, for ho was 
M , lUT 10 orthodox Muslim leaders who expected, and needed, lo hear 
rrw -11 nmee from him. At other tunes, AkWs position was eni.mly 
.11 "Farmerly 1 pemeculed men into conformity WLth my Ijim 
iLw” hi said -A, 1 grew in knawM*. I »« 
^rwheLmed w .th riunne Not N*e » Maslon «re»- »» «« 

furce others to become sudi 

Bidaum is forthright in denouncing Akbar as an apostate, and ^ 
0 „ to level a series of dhv&£ against him. Whtls at one time Akhar 
_ cd to encourage and even fund pilgrimage to Mecca, he can nut 
nw bear even the nnmu of ? uch a thing, md merely to leave to go; 
on j pilgrimage is enough to make 0 man ,1 malefactor worthy nf 
deatliA complains Batumi, "The prayers of Mam, thr : fast, nay even 
lha pilgrunagCr were Iiencetodh forbidden Some bastniris. ^d\ as Hit 
S£in ol Mullah Mubarak, a worthy dcsciple of Sheikh Ainu Fa/l wrote 
treatises, in order to revile find ridJctil* our religious prac.^v ot 
rourno with proofs " Not even llie Prophet and his family were spared, 

^iiys Badauni. „ „ ^ „ , u 

' Badauni charges Akbar with vinlating Muslim conventions b> 

lowing ' f di« playing A nd usury . . ■ and other forbidd^i IhmgB m like 
manner And gambling houses were set up at the Court, and the 
Emperor lent money to the pluyenj al interest from ihv treetur ^ 
FurUrer, according lo Badaunl, Akbar hstotf OJl order that • '[ 
should give up the Arabic sciences, and should stud y only th ^ d 
useful ones, namely, astronomy, m.-ithemahcs. medicine, and 

Readme and kaming Arabic was Looked on Ui a ^ Tl, 
Hegira era was abolished, and ,1 new era beginning with Akbar s 
action, called Tarikh-i-Ikhl, was irLmduced, =1 Mg with ^orcui-tTian 
f ^rivals and the Persian calendar, Brahmins, not kazis, 
adjudicate m dispute* among Hindu-. Of Muslim nisfomA - 
prayer alone W «s retained, say. Badaunr There were ™u^ihafm 
the haiem the were chanting, ' There Is no god but Allah and 

Akbar is his prophet 
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being gained Muhammad, thnt he banned the consinhi , 

mosques, prohibited cow Klnugblcr an m a Hindu sialo, disl.n 
rcinsumptiflil tif sortie and onions and the hi -ping of beards. ,m,! ' B 
II i?. not clear whether these regulations applied to the ftetioru'l p l | 1 |"| Tl 
or only to the adherents of Din ELrtu hut there was corfcunly'a V 
.mti-Muslim bias in Akbar m tlie last pha-i.- of hts life. r£ln B 

Badauru charges. md the Wuis gloat, that, apart | fom 
Hain pers.malh and delinkm'g the apparatus of ilw ^tntf [ r „ m 
religion Afcb.tr actively persecuted Muslims The Jesuit Prnvjntj.il 
Goa reported m 15M that "Dio name Mulummsd was as hit ted n n'[! 
Mogul's court as in Christendom", and that Afcbar had turned *n jr ,e ^ 
thr mosques in Lahore 'into stables lor elephant* or horses, on ft', 
pretence of prepare Hem For war 1 '. Perish hi says that "Ajebar ordered ft! 
duel mosque as Aiir^arh tq bn destroyed and replaced It, an K j n [. 
Iemp3u. jf 

I'here might be considerable v.vngg^tion m these storie 1 0 / 
persecution of IsJarr. for j-ehgious intolerance was agamsL Akbar's, 
tenets and was imdl.lraCtenshc of him But there ifi no doubt thal 
Ai bnr saw Islam ns riu mam obstruction to his progressive v.'ay-s. , m d 
L81.il IT tlie last ten or fifteen years nf his life he had ceased to be a 
Muslim in 'he conventional sense, Bui hu does not seem in h 1Vu 
formally abjured Islam, and it is possible that hit the end he- considered 
hjm.-t lr a Muslim of sorts Writes 5 lt TUluiuj, Roe, the British ambasiadw 
at Ihc court ot Jahangir: "Ediar-sta himself continued a Mahometan. 
u-i. lice. began to make a breach bln Ihe law, considering that Mahomet 
iv,ls but .i wan a King a- hee was, and therefore reverenced hue 
thought hee might prove as good a Pro phet himseife. mis diction of 
the King spread nal farre. .i curtain outward reverence debay ned him 
.an d hec dyed in she formal I profession nf ias' ^ect." 

** ** mystery remain* ' J He died a= he lived," writes Du Jarru 
LOI as UD one knew whal law lie followed in his lifetime, so no one 
kfie'i' m which he died, bays Mactagilfl. Among the puoplu IheE'e are 
various opinions regarding the emjpernrj some holding ham fcu be a 
Christum, others a heathen, others a Muhpninnfidain. The more infce?f[igGn! 
hnwevei trader him to be neither Christian nor heathen nor 
Muhammadan, and hold this to be- the Irnesl " 
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Tl 4 T IT pQ]{ jli the promise it held, was a mure hiiMonoal arJ rvi i ry 

n^.J Httle' paiitol «**&«* «*»1 TdmutiaraK--.' reform*. «■ 
i 1T h Jj Wli re of enduring value And, m control lo the mystery 
1 . ‘ ■ ! r ai Vh there is a wealth of lucid information aboui his 

« ai-i M — «.* 

'' . ^-h-ir, an encyclopaedic manual nf the Mu^ifll empire, giving 

mirmtv m formation about virtually everything anyone would «vei want 
l0 kri „w about the condi linns m India under Akbar, t ncludutg m&tea 
E1teS v&y life — Lite slate of society, rehgion and culture, the 
ndmuiiaLtwe structure of the empire, lh= law, 'hr prvvadmg nuLili 
i u+in iloc” the slate of Ihe economy, tire crops- grown and i ie prices n 
SX- '* refining gold, *» ^ ofexhuctlog ^ 
Lm ash, estunates of house building, the weight or different knitU ot 
wood, rules for climating the loss tn wood chips nap^ tor nnmnen 

dLsSies rules of card games, and SO on. 

bi ds general chnraeterhlLCS, the history of Akb-ir s adtPinislfatn e 

refamis IS simiLur to that of his religious reforms, with Afcbar pushirg 
every tiling to the limit of its potential Ycl die Story is 
diEfereni — in m-Hltois of admllllrtradon Akbar could not range = - ■ > 

a* he did in religion, but had to work willun the hmits nf what wa» 
practicablB m the given cundibmts of his empire there could L 
b&i mstitutional change m the mode of government 
known (and conceivable) fnnn of gDveinmcfll m those 
Autoa 2y Nor was ihure scape inr any radical re-Erucbirm, o» th 

udminXtive organization, The unique^ ot 

was therefore not so much in its institutions as ,n 

Akbar cave to the insb In lions, in tire spirit thal ho mfused m hem 

what wL distinctive about AkWs govemmimt WEIS what WM distinct:- u 

3b0 T^o ] ^m^ F ^enUhcn of the medieval stats war to praleurand 

enhance the power oF the ruler without regard to tire ^ htf 
b,eds .dV didiotomy was furttrer accentuated in the Mil-Juh 
t! 1 of tiidia because Of tile racial and religious differences 

onu of Afcbarv ^ ^imsti.tive 
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thrusts was So mitigate the h-l r-ihru.'^, - of (his tlidiol 
his subjects ns equal— his government was ;m secular 
rnutcj JiaVe been in lli.it agP 



nniy by treating aQ 
aS m y ROVr/min^, 



Akbar look the ftrsl step towards the poliltr.il fat%ratf£ih l(f 
empire in the very year that he assumed Fuji control of Ehe , , 

m 1562, when He prohibited the enslavement of prispner* „f , (Vil|r ^ 
conquered too weich m subjects, he held, and ihuy merited hfa proteeLirT 
as much ns anyone else. The following year, ivhtle on .i tiger huni nri 
the Hindu snored mi y of Mathura, he abolished the pilgrim tax coilwtTd 
torn Hindus, say to q that it was. m offence in tax people who J-,-, 
Lathered to honour god to whichever religion they might belfijm Lr ' : 
Within months after this in early 1564 Akbar, then jlisL t WerH ,, 
Lwo. abolished jjzya— the poll Lax which non -Muslims had to na v in i 
Muslim stale— maintaining that he would not discriminate between Ju", 
subjects oil the basis of religion, as all were equal in his uyc>„ , LM ,j ’ 
any case his treasury was full. Jizya was first imposed m tndin ^ 
years earlier by Muhamislaii bin Kasim, the Arab conqueror of Sfrid 
,md had been since then commonly imposed (though not systeruabcajk' 
collected) by Muslim rulers The exaetkm nf jizya was □ theocratic 
obligation of the Muslim state; its formal abolition by Akbar was 
there I ore a radical departure bnni ronverttiqii 



The derision bn abolish [izya was Akbart- most acclaimed act, but 
he was not the first to lake this audacious step m Indin— jisya bad |> L01 
abolished In Kashmir by bultan SLkaridar in the early fifteenth Century 
and in Gokonda by ^ullATT QuEi Qufo-ul-MuLk just before Akbar 
abolished it- Akbar's abolition of jizya Was not m iirty Case ,131 anti- 
orthodoxy measure, but only n sagacious political act, fob he himself 
w.ii my muds an orthodox Muslim at this time-, and there o in fanf 
some evidence to indicate that, under orthodox pressure, he remiposed 
Jirvn LctnpnrtrUy m ] 576 t before finally abolishing ]L in 1579 

The luimposition of jizya by Akbar, if true, indicates the constraints 
under which even an absolute monarch had io function Seemingly, -it! 
the power m the State was concentrated m the hands of Hie emperor, 
i'ut in real icy IviiB freedom of action Was dependent on hiS ability to 
quell contingent rebel lion Akbar's radicalism ui the Lat& part of his 
reipi was successfui only because he had by then established his 
absolute military' sway 

Equally important was the strength lie gained by Setting up nr 
eiticir.-nt admmistnibve system Neither Babur nor Humayun had done 
any thing much to systematize die government, but Akbar, blessed .is 
h-- Wns with "a wise heart and a strong arm",, was as mastady lti 
administrative organ jaabort as ho was indomitable. m battle He had no 
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, j„ of being able to build on the afe-ng ftnindahon of 

,dm.rL,Wt,v, mm l,„ *» <n Induced 

ailJr I ’niiovaHoins ont1 n 'linemen I of hi-, own His syMi .-n.i- it fmiill) 
enddred through the entire Mughal pedtwl and later farmed 
tryt Briti&h administration in India. 

** JjLr'a administration was tor a medieval system, remarkably 
. though of course its efficiency was m serving the ml rat irf 
^empernr, not fa providing good goyampwrtL There was much 
SSSamit in Mughal “P®* 111 ? ta fgw-* 11 

r°c^ «1 mqsl Wngie,™ of ^ •«> Dm pwW« " f 

' .;,]iy atute in She Mughal empire, as vast size made it mip- ^Le 
S the em^ror, given the hmitabons of the medieval trflnspartdtior 
ind communicanon systems. So moniior effidertly and mrtral 

«v«,tEcnatlcHlly the provincial officer 

V -j^e Muvhflb were not In any case keen on minute control, nor did 
.w, hAW the comply interlocking fld^mstmtive ur&m bon n«®Miy 
to Effect such conlrok .Vs Jang as Ihc broad polibcal, miiilnry and 
revenue requuemenls of the emperor were met, provlncia] gnvFmnrt 
could quietly ignore imperial directive, and tuned on as vtflua y 
aulnnumaio' rufars Akbar would issue nnu.in after hm.au ,.o,l 
cuvemets would receive Lhem with utmost reverent and ohedienc^- 

md then go on to do preciseh as dicy phased Jin'* order quit y 

disappeared Sike a tel Lection on the water.' 1 »)« d,.t!.,uni about one • r 
Aicbar's regulations; "it never attefaed currency, although firming wen 



AKUAK, 1..IKE 5 HERSHAH before him, prided faniself on beu f 11 |U 4 
reiicr "Tyranny ts unlawful in everyem, specially in a sowreign wra 
u ihe 'guardian Of the world, he maintauted And again U I wf"- 
go.iiv 5 an unjust act, I would ree HI judgflwrt against myseh Whnt 
shall 1 iiay, than, Of my sDnt, my kindred and others, 

Such statements are not to he taken tileraUy-rn mv.b,'. J ,ua 
there was no queshon of all men being equal under Jaw Akbar di . 
however take special care in .-ulmtmsteruig fustice Says MansermE^ 
"As to the administration of he is mast teiious and ^vatchte 

In inflMfag punchment, he is delflwrate, and after be madi 
over the dully person tn die hands of the jiui|^ and uj-ufl tu SU .lf 
Zt J penally or the moLilation of rOAW limb, he required 

that he should be three limes remmded hy messages before the 
!S C3m(r d c-urA 5odl precautions were nectary bcMcme fae dilghd 
^ 5 tem of juxlice was rough- end-ready often brutaL. -tV during tite 
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Lurn- of our rule hnvc ln*d not to hurt an onl.' Akb.ir k ~ n - 
l™vi- said, Bat this presumably meant nnlv Mini he had \n,'\ ' ' *° 

lusf ,md humane as posflblo in a harsh world, Elf ,i th.it h, ■ '" ,1 '' 
punish men ts. for he had hiniBeif handed qm “ bJure<J 
punishments lot bivuil pffeflim Stem, deterrent punishment**^* 
unavoidable in medieval widely lo nuuiliim law and nid tT rh ,,’ ^ 
of the Mughal system of justice was nol so. much that it wasnhi ' 
bul that, llicuigb, it operated within tire gene ml .until! nf Muabr- i 
and tradj Lion ils exorcise ivas lately arbitrary. and denuded nn T 
temper of tire person administering justice. Lht ‘ 

Similar problems also plagued 'the Mughal general admm islm, , r 
though Akbar's system was ,1 great improvement on the nt i Z 
procedures of Babur and Hufttayun He organized his office Jr n Tj 
nnL ’' 1151 J mada an effort tD %rove afltciency and .contain ownmli™ 
K such measures as regulating jogir assignments, maintninime 
descriptive rolls of soldiers, and branding horses However tli^ 
ra 2 Sures . were P^Miflliy successful, Mr they ivere systej^umllv 
subverted by the amjfc, whose power mid freedom they abridged 
Akbar was mare success fu] in Ins revenue administration. Neither 
Babur nor Humayun had any systematic revenue pcilicv, but -\kb lt 
streamlined the administration and introduced several radical reforms 
And he claimed for himself ah the credit for it "It Was the Effect o( the 
P™™ of God that I found no capable minister," he is said to have 
remarfed, 'olhcrwiw people would have considered Hint my measures 
had b, en devrsed by hih^ Hus was not a fair 
d ™ wns liLmself this source g f most of the innovative ideas or hiF 
administration— under royal autocracy all reform ideas necessarily had 
01 come- or at Lcasl appear to feme, from the empornr— but he certainly 
3 few imriJ5leni ot exceptional talent, and a good part of the 
° f hLS sovemment was due lo them In tact, an aspect of 
Akhar t l^tness Was that he was a great lender of men, who could 
[ imm.ind Lhe resper: and allegiance of talented officer:- and gut the 
best out of dwrei b 



1?ULER— ® 11 rulers, for that matter, whatever 

™ pe^Uision— had, in addition to his basic palitn-aL and 

lurel “' *4ff™s duties lo perform Akbar look 

^ POn5 | e5 Suno ^ v and * I.W number of regulatory 

■ eolations are not known Most Of them were apparently meant only 
' r rnt - lldhcrerils of Dm and in Ilny case it IS unlikely dust they 
2 IS 
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Llv enforced outside the penumbra of the Mughal 
vM eic ^^T.Vnbh- were not men known oubidc the urban Lcntws ol 
c oajr1. liru J ^V'" addition to these decrees, Alt bar aLhi. issued many 
,hv etn P ,n 'f in ndvifiOry nature, to hf. db-upl.^ ^ well as to the 
on matters ranging frnm weighty religious and social 
rii * (/iuchafcenH lapicrt « whether d was belter to bathe before nr 

iner A SlJ> p-ill morality dial he -ought M infelcala m his 

P A b , r bripd in regulate the sale and consumplion of .ikoh- •, 
rf0F Ti u-iunr might be drunk, htt deerwi only if it was prescribed 
h " Vt ? E icnm ird Ire laid down severe p^hmefits for those who 

drinking, carousal, or d^rd^V conduct To 
lemefil hts prohibition regtiitians, he evtn vet up truth lo the? 
Tuma^ of orth^ox Mu&m ■ ^ shop near 

Shrill To get liquor, the buyer had to renter, idunbfy mg him»V 
E riS the names of hb, faihe, and grandfather The were 

™«£sful "l n 5 P‘ tc of all precautions," writes dadaum, nmlu^'-n 
^ wid^dnes, y Jd its head, and however many pemons wem- every 

rtunished, no praclica! result was effected. 
d ^Nci more -ucceLful was Akbafs effort to control prostitution H* 
piusbhilvs of the imperial dominions,^ record, Badaum, had g^heretl 
LeethBr in Ute capJ# [Falehpur S&ii) m such swarms as to defy 
Lountlnr and numbering. These he made m live outvie tho oty. and 
% A the place Shaitanpureh [DevilevilH And he *PP°^ ’ ^ 
nnd a Secrelery for the- quarter, so that am one «,h ; d 
Id ifcpci^ With <h^ people, ot lake them 1u liis huaso could lIu , 
praVsded he firaf had tus name end condition written down BU 
L'anv one wished to have a virgin, U I he pel. turner wa. 
cuorLr he sent a petition by the Deputy and obtained ^ 
STSuri Nevertl!el.-ss m spile of the rule, all liteiims an 

Ehsse flfcs under assumed name-,, and SO ■drurlkenruSS end .ko.Hr, nrv 
r to Of bloodshed, and however mmy wore breu^t to 

punishment, another troop [of mkesl would strut F^ L tj! - 

*” P ^r^S^!uoibcr Of dietary regulalions, -kmg J,, 
restricUhfi -Lonsumption of beef— cm the ground that physicians held 
-the flesh nf H-uws to be productive of sundry kinds of sickness md m 
' . „ Z Action" says Had.uun— and ha discourage th L is '•'= 

be ddfault o t, ' y recommended that the firth of the wild 

r f -fen « . — « .«?«*« " 

b ;^xzz^ * m* - ^ 4 “ cU> ' 

T J ,, ,L ^ a poH fjl 111 l? Blin 
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Several of Akbars regulatfpris wer? directed or[ . 

Mil'll Lm polices Thus lit’ decree (hat buys should not' be ciicum -L h 
before they were iwelve years old, and i hat they could then decide* 
IhemselVisa whether Ip lie circumcised or nob Similarly E0 ]d an J' , 
wen? required to he worn dunng prayer, in direct violation of hi/' * 
rules Further, he abrogated the common Muslim l aw ^ ^ith 7 lr 
blasphemy and ordered, (hilt if a Hindu, when a child or nil;',,',, ^ 
had been made a Musatm.in ngains-l his will, he was La be allowed^ 
ho wished. to gp hack lo the religion of his fathers.'' fa Hid same taM 
he ruled that ' u any uf the infidels chow? to build a church nr- 1 ' 
synagogue or idol temple, or Fan-vo tower of silence, no one w ai h , 
hander him/ Akhnr even, found B rc.isun to disfavour beardi, "‘Certain 
pandering pimps brought forward proofs Ln favour of shaving th! 
beard ' fiays Badaum They affirmed that the heard drew 
nourishment from the icaricles, and that since lor tins reason they nevc-j 
1-1W uny eunuch with a beard, what Could hr- the virtue and 1 1 Lb imcE ion 
of preserving ih H 

FAmih and social health were major concerns nl Akbar Hp was 
against hi^li dowries and he disapproved of marriage between do-aj 
natives, on the gruund that in =.uch cases the Wftual aippctnte- is hui 
smal] lie further decreed that -'boys were not to marry before the ,jr.= 
of sixteen, nor girls before fourteen, because die offspring nf early 
marriage- is weakly. '■ lie was firmly against the Hindu custom of chitd 
marriage holding "Tttfe nyirriage of a young child i.s displeasing to the 
.Almighty, for the object which is intended is still remote, and them e. 
proximate harm In .1 rdigion which forbids the remarriage of ihe 
widow-, the hardship is grave " Akbitr was also of the opinion that it .1 
woman were older than Hce husband hv twelve years, he should not lie 
With her 

'To ensure compliance wjLri these regulations, Alibfijr required 
marriages to b[? registered "Mo son or daughter Of the common people 
wan to Ire married until they had gonr to the office of the Chief of 
Police, iind been -seen by his agents, and the correct age uf both, parties 
had been mv^ti gated, 1 ' reports Badauni, who goei on to note that the 
regulation tec to 4 brisk iradc in false cert-jftc-tllihi There was also a 
marr^ge nut, imposed at rates fixed according t u the wealth and status 
Ot the contracting families. As for Sati, Akbar did not consider M 
pruo ent to bar. it, but Sought to regulate it by direct mg that no one 
vn.-.uld be form d to commit satj r and that \| Hindu woman of tender 
year-, who «mld have got no enjoyment from her husband, Should not 
“ burnt He also sought id nestnd slavery 

In lormulating these regulations, Akfcar was guided by reason (to 
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dUlLichoii at my rale) and he had reason, A explanations . ven 
whtmstefll frescriptinnA For instance he jusbfied his 
|Llf1lh Edition tliai people should bathe before Mwl mtercmirw. 
|BOflITl ? 1 ; L the ground thfli though people have to wasEi after 

"** ’.nd UWlUmg. «H«K «=S "0 "“d "> d0 ** 

1 uV uf so tender a fluid" Similarly, he m.imnureri thai base 
®pj e ^ould be prohibited from learning the sciences, ''because 

jLWcbon often arose from ihew p^i P tc‘ r 

Alrbar's objective in issuing these canons and cdicEs seem* to have 
n-pmlv to give the public the benefit of hfe wisdom Ho had no 
vstemlftc plain to transform society, though it could be that he hn.p«! 
2l t the ripple effect of his reformist ideas would in jmme way. eventual 
transform society, and make reason instead of blind taitli prevail 
Tills vg* an Impossible goal FropUy seam- in the yote of their 
iamjJiar faiths, preferred their old delusions to new dreams, md shrank 
hum venturing hum their burrows into thr terror nl the light 
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TOWARDS THE CLOSE of Akbar L ruipn. rlw Mughal empire iy lV , 0n |„ 
nominally .1 Mu?.J ini dale, bill UiiW WAS nut even n whispur of ^ r n|rn‘ 
from anyone any murt 1 cv^n irocn the die-hard mullahs, for Akbar h.L 
by then fltq'smed iha Aura of a superhuman hero, and even the *tiffi^t 
loughesl kncKfi- m llw Mughnl court turned to jell y m hi*, presence! 
AkhaL-. only worry pOw ufos his win mid heir apparent, Salim 

Salmi had been waiting in tlte wings tor ,1 long lime., ivjlh p W] nu 
impatience, Id move in centre stags A - the ‘Sixteenth century drew in 
,1 dofc hi$ tm.pAbuni.ij turned into despair. Hi* found it an infoler.libli- 
•dtronl to be thirty-one years old and yet not be kmg Akbar at Jifty. 
eight ivas still m robust health; ht hurt been king fur forty-four yeiifii, 
and it Idakeel. as though he Would reign for annul more yfflrt, lUi J 
mi^nt even outlive Salim, One of Salim's brothers, Murad, was already 
dead; his other brother, Daniyal, Was an alcoholic wreck vvilh OflE* foot 
m the grave] and Salim him sell because os' his excess, was m poor 
health Time Lt seemed la Sabin was running nut j aster for him Uutn 
for his Father He could nnt afford to Wllil for I he natural course of 
events to make him Ling He had to force [lie pace 

There had been tension between father and ^nn tor years, Even ten 
years ulrlier sn Akbar had an apprellflhsion. that Salim might be 
up to samu mischief that year Akbar had Suffered from an inexplicable 
idomach complaint, which would not yield to treatment, Poisoning was 
buspeeted, and Akbar, according to Dad a uni suspected Sulim "baba 
Shaikhuji ' Akbar is said to have mumbled tn n semi-conscious state, 
mim burring' Sal LIT by bis nickname, "since all tins sultanate will devolve 
cm thee, why hast thou made Ui 1 ■« attack uti me 1 ' 

A (char's suspicion did not mean that Salim was guilty, but it 
indicated Ihe uneasy relationship between father and Sun. Around that 
time Akbar see [Hied to be shifting his favour to lilt, second son, Murad, 
and when he died, to hia youngest son Damyal, who wcis tven 
authorized In use ,1 red lent, which Was normally reserved for the 
umperor The anitrS. alert wc-ilthcrrorks that they Were, ifien began to 
flock to tine younger princes, which confirmed Salim's fears and 
heightened lus anilely Salim,, according Mnlllhb Ail (who cample tod 
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mto.i after the death of AbuJ Faz]^ w.v perturbed ihftl "ins 
f ['..'I v select of him was incicasuig daily " 

' 1U M itters cami? lo a bead, when Akbar srd out lot Ihe Decoin m 

( [ 51)4 IJ^fore he left Agra, he had charged 'Halim Ho resume 

h'^lncw neglected affensivt against Mew-u, but tin? prince, rd at Mr it to 
■"' bn gL;d dmvn m what he knew would be j long and frustrating 
^ J* dawdled in Ajmer in suJfen disconlenl In roid-ltfX), m np*n 
j'^hrdienre of foa father, if not ia rebellion, SaEun left Aimer and 
inuteded ta Agra There he made n halfhearted attempt to f-ejit tilt 
ireisuiy, and when tli.it failed, swerved and headed for Allahabad, 
iiVDidirK meeting his grandmother, ihe venerable Homida Ekrm Begum 
1 Vr . d ^ vt !ty fond nf hmi and wanted to divert lum hum his reckless 
rourse Oil reaching Allahabad. he seised the treasury there and set 
1, 1 insult up as a virtually independent ruler, appointing his own o/fiw 
Jir-ct dlstTLbubng fids among them Hd also began to raise an army 

When die startling development whs reported 10 Akicir, Kis reaction 
lviis low key; be was inclined to heat it ns n family affair rather thart 
afi a matter of statu, as the misconduct of .1 son rather than as a 
rebellion bo. instead of voiding a punitive force againM Salim, in* sent 
nrie of his nmnS— KhwAjii Muhammad bJiarif, a childhood In end. nf 
Salim — id Allahabad lo guide the prince back in obedience Nothing 
ciime of it, fnr Salma induced Sharif to join bun as a minister 5bU 
Akbar forbore- And Salim vacillated There was umelhing EmMdve 
about the whole affair, LP bahni's challengr 0 ^ well as .n Akbar -, 

f pcTirinCf 

Meanwhile, with Ahmatbwgar and Astlgadi Ml km. Akbar i '"‘‘eluded 
his saudieni campaign and reformed k> Agra m August 1601 He then 
resumed the contact with Salim, to find oul w|at was tmublmg him 
and how hi*, anxieties could fau assuaged. The parley Wrilt on for 
coeht or nine months Then, unexpectedly, Salim took fo the hulk 
advancing towards Agra With a cavalry Jor Cf of over 30,000 : -ten - j nil- 
bo was gains ^ pay his rwp«ti to his father but fo ihe pnreading 
chargod almosphere anyfoing could have happened He go! as far M 
Efcaivoh. a men* 100 kilometres from Agm. but Akbar temafood cool- 
ly peered the prince to disbond his amiy and Visit lum only With a 
escort, or to return to Allahabad if ha did nOl feel safe wi1hn.it 
his army Salrnl dared not disobey a direct cuimtund from Akbar He 
returned lo AUihabild 



•\K 3 AR Tl-lEN ISSUED a finnan appointing Salim is the VLfieroy oi 
B^gal nnd Oriss.1, dunnlmg that he did not consider ihe pin-'* to be 
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a nflscti: Salim. IthvuVit preferred tu Liv on in AlEiihabad where h,. , 
cte Last if; (n be buliouhi) row struck corns in hi* own name., and ni ,^ 
sent Some us them <o Akbnr — perhaps for lu> father io appreciate tiu^ 1 
.artistic quality, nr perhaps to indicate that hp now considered. Jur.,' ,.|i 
.in independent sovereign though tie -howL'd Akbar the doubi-li.il 
courtesy 01 calling him the Great King 

Akbar was not amused Salim was dearly moving towards open 
rebellion. Hr had to be stopped To work nut a plan fur that, .Uh i r 
recalled Abut Fazl, his trusted advisor, from tine Deccan for conSultationg 
But this nqlv deepened the crisis. Salim Lind Abu| FeizI disliked and 
distnislvd each olhcr, “Smce Ins feelings towards me were nm honest " 
wntes Salim about Abul Fail "he both publicly and privately spu^L. 
against! mo. At ibis period, when through steifc-Mbngering intriguers 
the august feelings of my revered father were entirely embitterL'd 
•against mi. it was certain lh.il if he obtained die honour of walling tin 
him. it would he the cause of more con Flisi on. and would preclude me 
1 mm Lhu favour of union with him/’ Abul F.izl r uu his pnrt. openly 
boasted that ho would soon truss up 'the king *>| Allahabad' and 
bundle lvlm off to the court 

Sulim pre-empted that prospect by havmg Abul Fazl assassinafetl 
by dir Singh, the nagumh Bund via chief of OrchJlfi, through whose 
territory Abul Fojil had lo puss cm his way io Agra Abul Fazl had; bcun 
warned of the danger lurking ahead, but scorned to take any 
precaution— “I Ciuinot fltfc from thin unwashed thief/' he said He wofi 
therefore easy prey far Bir Singh, who intercepted him m I he hill 
country south of Gwalior, epeared him down, and sent his severed 
head to Sabin m Allahabad The prance, it es said, had the head 
''thrown into an unworthy place' . He mis entirely unrepentant abflUl 
the murder of Abul FaH, which, in his View. Was an net of imperative 
political exigency "Although this event was a cause of anger on the 
mind of the late king," he .writes in his memoirs, "in the end it -enabled 
me lo proceed without disturbance of mind to kiss the- threshold of my 
lather's pillace, and by degrees the re&enlmcnt -of the king wa-i (Leaned 
away."' 

Akbar was shattered by tile outrage? When Abul Fazi's deputy 
sombrely presented hmucll before the emperor with a blue handkerchief 
around hss wrist, Akbar immediately knew what e? meant — it was Lhe 
custom at the Mughal court nEjt tn menbon death directly before the 
eenperur. but to signilv it With a blue cloth. Akbar, who was a I that 
tune retiUSing wilh hts tumbler pigeons. “uttered a erv and became 
insensible ®Ays Muhilih Ah 'That day and night he neilhc r shaved, .ls 
usual, nor look Opium., but '-punt hi^ Urne m weeping and l.imenting." 
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. « eB a assodute of Abul Fad- "IF Salim wished to be 
Ak ^ f lamented, "he might have killed roe and spared Aliul 

Fwl Shir'S dose confidants were all gone now, one by one— DirbiiJ in 
^ kata Qhagwan Das .and Tcdar Mnl in \%% and now Abul Fail, 
"Siia re who had always been there bi-nlc him as he adventured 
il’rough life. Soon it would be hi, lurn for the long farewell 

rnuGH AKBAH WAS deeply hurt by Salim's involvement ui Abul 
Pl7l - S assassination, he still matte no move la drastic huB l! was as Li 
Vkbar had had enough of military campaign* enough putof* itvmof 
;, Lraim . He was weary In this predicament, the great ladies o! the 
took the inlbativa to dual with Salim-not 1 " castigate lure, bur 
affoct a reconciliation between father and son 
Sabina Begum. Akbar's favourite wife, took the task on herself 
■■Thai chaste Lady, m order to soothe the prince’s .apprehension, tool 
from His Maie&tv an elephant named path Lashkar, a special hoi - f, and 
a ffl tie of honour and went off with them' to Allahabad, reports 
Vfutnbb Ali fa Allahabad, she berated Selim mlo submission, and 

brought Hum b.atk with her to Agm. 

One stage (jibside Agra, Hamid a Banu Begum nook ever,, and Jed 

■Salijj, to her residence. There, contrite and dislraughl, w ^ ted L ^' 
consult astrologers to determine the propibous tune Lo throw b'mself 
on his Lather's mfirty. but Akbar uid that "alJ houff were equally 
Auspicious far an interview of harmony and concord and JurnseiJ 
went to ht& mother's residence to 5® the pnntc As Akbar approached 
Hnmida rose with Salim and flung the pnnee fll the emperor I be t 
Akbar lifted him up, and removing the turban (rom his own ll»d 
placed it on Sahm. The reconciliation was complete ibalims throe- year 

rebellion was over. , _ + „ , , 

Or 50 it zeroed Hut when v^kbar ordered Salim to pnKeed agmst 

Mtwar the conquest of which was an unfinished t-Jik in Akbar s 

Ste th, pdS ^ H. mV «l <*=<l,prtly, trul taiw 

at Fatdtpur SlkD, and than, an the ground Lhat Out foicES given to 3im- 
Were ujufficjent tor the t^k, requested Akbar to permit him to return 
in AflahBhad, Reluctantly, Akbar agtsei 'On recavmg this mesjag^ 
thi- Friiwej inyful, drinking wine, and pleasuring himself crowed -he 
Yamuna ai l tert>' nem Jvlathura and went oft gaily, vy* .-futubb Ah 
otTm Allahabad, Salitn sank Enlo ,1 life of slwckmg depravity. He 
J h Ent on self-destniclion. 

™s du.tr^ed A kb nr, for ihu future of the Mugluii emp^e depended 
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(m Salim Akfe*r J s ether surviving son, Pah i yn I : wa*. L \ helpless ,-iN; ll h,.>], L 
unfit tn rule, Akbar had Wed to wt.ni LtamyriL from drink, h^l 
stem tv ctilrust^d the IithV, tu Abiiur-^nhtm, the Khan-i-khmuin vwh l3st , 
daughter was married tn Hid prince But 3 11 efforts failed. Tile gu^,. 
charged with preventing liquor from reaching Damyal were u a& i] v 
mmipWd, and the boon companions of the prints? did him wh.it 11,4 
considered to he the greet favour of Ailing hqu.ur to him, m ^ 
entrails Cif tertvs conmatud ut their cleithmg, or oven in the barrels .q 
musket- Towards the end. Dnmvnl v:jy in great pain: hi- gave „L, 
eating altogether, ami. according la Muliibb Ah, "no other word hm. 
Wine pasMd from Jus. lips For forty days he lay in bed, and fo, 
died while longing for wine* this was m Apnl tiitbt, at Borhanp ur 
idem- Akbnr had only Salim to turn lo it was clear from the reports 
from Allahabad that Salim too was heading fur disaster Akbar could 
not kt this happen. Salim, had tn be saved from himself in the 
summer of 1 d 04 Akbar set out for Allahabad Jo take charge I>F his s pn 
liui the Fnlcs would not let him go While previously they favoured his 
i-PCiy enterprise, now they hampered him in every way Accidents and 
problems dogged him at every Step— the barge in which lit- net oui 
struck .5 sandbank immediately after tt wav Inunehed the: camp of ih,. 
,icmy he had assembled for Lhe campaign got inundated sn rain, ctnJ hi:i 
ailing mndver, anxious to prevent a elfish between tier bUn and grandson, 
ktp! entreating tom not m leave Agra Akbar proceeded nevertheless 
Bid he had nut gnr.e for when he T&reEved reports that toe condition of 
hts mother had become critical He then had no alternative but tn abort 
the campaign itfld return tn Agra. 

By the time tic gaL to Agra, Hamida had Inst consciousness, and 
though he spoke to hc-r -Severn] times, vile could not answer t>n HJth 
September 1 SQ 4 * the grneid aid dowager empiL-ti. passed away, ageil 
seventy-seven, 1 laving outlived hor husband by forty-eight years. Akbar 
bore her bier for □ short distance; which was then earned by relays of 
nobles to Delhi re be b lined in the mausoleum of Humayun The 
ompii'ror. according lo Muhibb All "fell info uncontrollable! lamentation" 
on the death Dt bis mother; tie tonsured Ms head ?hpved oft Ills 
moustache, even his erabEows "and cast off Iilh turban and donned the 
gsib of woe ' 



WHEN HIS MOT I iLik died, isameihing died tn AkbaT too. Her death 
increased his of isolation and londmew He now had nobody in 
bum to It hud thus become imperative to gel h-n-irt of Irtalim and t'J'l n p 
him to his senses. 
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i. mdPilhs iiffor Hamid a's dealh. early in Movember 1604, Salim 
'lam potayaded to return to the court. rm the promise of full 
waS ,,Sl ^ up', though, his submission was not .1 private affair but 
r '[. ' |Kl , i1? ., rin _tJir umjK’ror race wed the prince formally in public 
' VeiVe yut with affection and honour. Bul as llu court broke up 
Acini' Abruptly sel?W Salmi and drew him into .10 inner apartment 
he slapped him THpL-^itcHly m fur}-, rep roe thing him bitterly for 
iV’i.rrespootabk conduct, mocking him lor uni daring tn Tight though 
l. hud an army nf 70.000, Salim Wits 1hL ' n ^P 1 m renfinememt w thv 
'\ ACC m the charge of R^ja Saliyahan, a physician, with lhe vtnet 
uirtructien to -deny him opium end wine Many of Salim's principal 

adherents were imprisoned . 

ItiG entd tLirki'V treatment lasted ten d.iv- after which Sahin wne 
^luaFied, rtiLsed to higher hnnoure, -ind assigned .f fiLluig re-^idr-ncL-. 
Liiniieh lie was still kept under surveillance For am year Salim lived 
I here quietly, in ,ap pEtrenl harmony with hu= father, and in re.i'um.iHr, 

HGH-cuiitrol t he cure hid worked. 

Salim's re coven.' was a good portent But Akbar stilE anxious 
ibmiL the future. Would Sailing reform hold? Would there he a war ■' 
BiKCLSSlon, for which halim and his iSahuTfl) eldest son fehusrav 
^Jmcd to have squared off? Why did Murad -ind Daniya I drink 
ihemsclvES to death 7 And why had Salim IOC gnmly set MniwEf rr-. It .-Hi 
self “destructive path? How had Akvu faded Jits children, sod m faihnt; 

them, ffiibd his dynasty? ., 

Akbar in his last years was not the empenir the wortd h sd kaioivn. 

Time □□ longer waited on Jin pleasure And the world began lo rlusc 
rn oil him. this king for whom Hie world had once expanded bounulesFly 
(a aceummodafe his immense talents and ambitions 

Hit. W i|] to win, perhaps his will to live, had snapped A year after 
hie mother^ death, towards the end of September 16d:T Aklur was 
"taken somewhat ill. ami m a short time was very mud-, broken 
down." pays Asad Beg In lhaf weakened rendition, on 2nd October 
l-H^ he arronged for .1 h^lH betiveen an elephant Ot Salim and cme at 
Khuuav, probably hoping to find in It in omen about me vexing issue 
of succession The fight, presag, HR the future .iccuretaly rnded m an 
rnu-vomtir squabble between Lhe purtisins af Salim and Khusrai 
Khusrev whose elephant iva, routed then rmbed !□ lhe aged cnip^cr 
and made a scene The incident, rays Aral It eg, nude Akbar 
■'eifiOKdlf sty angry, vexed and enraged, and this HO much increased hiS 

lLbl Tj bar rstJess that night and slept fitfully By morning he was 
J 1 wUh an acute attack of diarrhovM, which he thought was brought on 
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by his mortification over Kfoisr^s behaviour, Far ek|-ht dgw hi- i 
pliyiicinn. Hakun All Gikni, refrained from giving him any m i di,- 
hoping that hi* body would mend itself, But when (h Kre ^ ^ 

improvement, and (he emperor grew progress LveLy Wctiktr, a&trmm.n," 
wete given, which stopped the diarrhoea, but bright on fever vy| u , ! , 
the fever was treated, diarrhoea set m again, "Every medicine which K 
used fo check the disease, assisted It/' writes Muhtbh All On th ? 
runeti^ith day of I he illntAS the helpless phy*icimi " withdrew his hand 
trom a p plying remedies.". Akbor'-. Lime had cornu 



AS AKBaR LAY dying, succession manoeuvres al the court intensified 
and a powerful cabal of amirs plained to set aside Salim m favour of 
kb son Khunt-av This group, headed by Khu&rav's Tnaltmaj mudi: rfaja 
Man Singh and fotWuidaw Aziz Koka (Khan. ATam), was howevir 
opposed by the ma| only of the tap .mms of the caurt, who ai a meeting 
convened lo discus* the succession issue, contended that it wiis.'Wibary 
to the laws and- customs of the Ch.ighdtai Tatars'' to bypflUB the father 
Ln favour at" the ton Thu view of the majority prevailed 

fJn 21st October Salim visited the sinking emperor Akbfcr was 
conscious but unable to speak, As Salim bowed at his feet, "liic- 
Empemr ertoe more opened Kis eyes, and signed to them {the amirs 
around the bed] to invent him (Salim) With the turban and TObct, wfadi 
had been prepared for him, and to gird |um with his own dagger," 
reports Asad Beg- This was Akhar"& fast deed. 

In his youth Akbitr had often played tag with death, taunting and 
defying the Gmii Reaper. But now there ww no fight in 3um. And as 
be lay beaten and inert, death crept up On lum On the night of SStll 
October 1605, a? the midnight hour turned, Aktur sixty-three, passed 
away 

Ah dawn brake lwcf Agra, a sectian of the wait of Akbar's palace 
was knocked down., ?-f wns the custom, and the emperor’s body, 
bathed and placed In a bier, and borne by bis snn, grandsons and the 
great nobles, was brought out of the palace. Salim "took the foot of the 
bier of the deceased King upon hjs shoulder, and earned it as far as (he 
doOC at the public reception mm/' Writes Asad Beg; "from thence, the 
greaL nobles, each anxious for the honour, relieving one another in 
quick Succession, carried, Hb Majesty as far as the gate of the for t 
Thence She nobles and ministers, and courtiers and imams, and all Ins 
servants and troops, followed the bier with h^ad find feet uncovered" 
to the mausoleum at Sihandra, eight kilometres west of Agra- 

i he mausoleum, planned and begun by Akbar himself, but 
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• u, m 1613, is .1 unique structure, which, like the palace 
comp e,c£ p Lhpgr Stfcri, embodied the spirit of the l ing who had 
cc>*iJ lle * , am p[ t . x and full of surprise's, ruing curiouily 
CD! ? ei |' »r! its rartfiibtlltlea not exhausted, open to all winds, all lights 
uri ^ l' B r e the Carded of Eden enter them tn dwell therein 
. ,'vnkcs the inscription on Akbor's mausoleum Unfortunately. 

I Jld not be left .n peace in his grave. Eighty-** year, after h,- 
‘ Ak 'if n when his great-grandson Aurongaeb was m ihe Ducuan 
* a JV ' th* fihibMi of Ihi umpire lo the vety limits of the st.hUL.ol inert. 
PfS S * W nu true )«hwl% of Ita mao who had 
* 1 , i if, ™st there and probably would not have eared even d they 

J pOI*« -^d desecrating Mmd 

fta itreves sod tombs erected W had also ham, mod ... Ihr 
* llind * reTports Ishward^ Nagar, Aurorae!)'* courtier hi-sionan They 
Kn iheu piling by breaking in m great gates of btm which .t 
hid roliiog the valuable precious slopes and plH» nf gold ^ 
hfl 7 ZLLw wh.it they were mil able lo carry away, H-.lmr.ih', 
Siio Mamjcc, ao taliin traveller who «. then in. Lidia -D«W»* 
eut the bones thf Akbar, Lh<?j/ threw them angrily mlo the fire and burnt 

them,” , ,, 

A Hindu end for Akbnr after alL 
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Chapter Seven 



the MIDDLE EMPIRE 




His Father's Son 



^ AFTER tho death of Akliar, on Thursday, 3rd November 1605, 
shortly after liunrLse, Salim, thirty-sL*, awendsd (he Linperj.it throne m 
tiie l-]iill of Public Audience m the Agra Fori. 

SciJim crowned Iiimsclr "Having seated myself on thu throm; of 
m> . flMpeetetionf and wk^b, I caused also the EmpEnat crown, which 
m y father had caused to be made after the manner of that which 
Lwofn by the great kings of Fccsi;i, to be brought to mo," Salim write, 1 . 
, n his memoirs, ''and then, in the presence of the whole assembled 
aEruiSi having placed it on my brows, as iin otm-n dmipicious to Lb- 
■-labLlitv and happiness of my reign. kept it there for the -vpact: of ,1 full 
jsEToiL&jmcal hour/' 

There was hardly any other ceremony For the Mughals^ndeed, in 
Muslim polity In genera! — enthronement was not .1 high ritual The 
Mughab especially ruled by their arms not by the sanctity of rites, 
They had iherefare nn accession cenemomts, nr. anointing nr crowning, 
no priestly involvement There was not even any regalia for the 1 emperor 
to assume Thu erowin that Baiun mentans had no pariiral-ir significance, 

II was iust □ royal ornament The only Mughal accession requirements 
were that the new monarch should formally take his seat on the thrnne 
have ihs khutbnh read aiid coins struck in hts name 

It was however conunOfl for tire emperor In assume a ntle on hts 
accession, in mark hi> transition from prince (n king £ahm took the 
ijlle Jahangir, Seizer of Elie World— because, says Ifalim, "die btiiJUMS 
nF kings is controlling the world — Lind it would be by dm. name thiii 
he would lie known in, history 



AT THIRTY -SIX, SAUM wris well past his prime when he became the 
L-mperor. almost an old mm by medieval reckoning Though several 
mum ben. of the Mughal royal firmly, espcdally women had lived la 
ripe old ages the average life sp*'" ^ Mughal princes. given, their 
haraMoiis lives and salfunduJgerd lifestyles, was short &lhm J S \wo 
brothers; Murad and Daniyal, both younger than he. died when they 
were- twenty-nine and thirty- three, AkbaTs brother Muhammad Hakim 
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diod jii thirty-one Huirtaytm ilicd at reriy-cighi, Babur fit t nrh 
■mrl Babur'* fiiihei at thirty-eighi When BjibuVs maternal .rmrftT"' 
Yunus Klian, Uwsd beyond forty yeafe, it WdJi wjt.kl, ,vd a < 

01 * "None of the Clughnlm Khun* who ptBcedod \T ^ 

F-^ d <Lt| - ^ foclj' ’ Mum Haidar Jl nay. most ,.f tw ^ 
reached that agt? " ClT1 J1e ^tT 

Sa I Lm s ad t arcing yea rs had cmitte d h im cun sld^mb-Jc- dist re 
«v.i,'ed. his tum to rule lie was An LnlelJig^nL able you™ ^ * 

educate), vs nil broad Culftira) interests lie needed a chanci? ho' 6 ' 
hLm -^] J hul Wllh Akbdr m vigorous health wen in his bite i.fi 
kld feared that he might not gel the diance, or pul it |, jL . \ aic U' , 
W.v t«, did to piwe Mmsoif As- din shadow, lengthened, fcbm ££ 
•■VlU; nt a hot disposition' . had begun to seethe and in the end h 
broken nut in rebellion ' ' nritl 



it could not have been an csjfer decision f ar Saillm to rise ana it 
Akbaf ' dnd htl would novel -i ilmai. even to himself, that he had in , 
rebelled I r.:,tcj..L hr flatly denies 1 m his olhdnvjse candid ineiruur. 
Shnrt-siglitud men in Allahabad had urged me., to rebel ae,un^i 

father^ lie wnfe&. ‘Their words were extremely unacceptable And 
disapproved by me.'" * 0 

5ilim protests loo much In his memoirs tie speaks repeahrilv nF 
Iub reverence and affection lor Afctw. "I went on foot rn ^ Z 
resplendent sepulchre of my father' he writes 'll [ could, I lvlihV 
travel this distance upon my eye-lashes or my head." Once when 1 
may of Emils was present ed to him, Jahangir was moved by the 
memory of Akbar— " Wlien ] sec and enjOy these luxuries, I regret Jhflf 
Uu- father is not here 10 share them/' he writes There is no reason to 
duLihi !he Sincerity of lhafc statement Em filial senhmenl was one 
llnnij. politics quite another As ?a&im Wtmld remark tti .mother contest 
Sovereignty dots not regard the relation of father ond son."' Tt was a 
natural, almost animal instinct in Mughal princes Jo test (Juim^Eves 
a^imBt Uieir falf l*B Salim himself, as Well as Shah Johan and Auranrzeb 
atlor him. waul. I face mn]a| rebellion* by their sons 



™ V U ™ lE> kj1tll '' TI f 0ut Alim's childhood He was bom an 3Kh 
. 1it.u -r h , nt neon, in ihe hermitage of Sheikh Stlhm ChisJiL at Sikn 

f e J UiC ; i £*"* llL ‘ had 11 Papered childhood Attar was 

'.nd 0 chiidnm and doted cm Salim, always loving cal I mg him by 

Sha ? lw r "'' ba niu Jjc3] ' ji ot lhu ^susm smotlmred him 
v.idi lave; Salim ,i Begum, his Step-mother, and JiamiuijL Bonu Ifegum, 

fes grandmother, were Secularly fend of him- m their eyes he enutd 
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I t no WTvnft. *nd they ail way- found iwcuihm far his jm-CH.ldijJo-.-v I'll* 
1 ihe Ambfcr princess., was nut wry much to inn picture Them 
'n- alfegtittnir only J do/cii references to hrr tn Jaliangtr 1 * memoirs, 
in' 1 when shi died m ihd clghteenlh year of his reign, tt menls .-.nly q 
■-rai.il rcJtrr'lirp by him 'Gel this day new;, .’.lau: from Agra that Her 
highness Miiryam-zJinank by the decree of God, lud died” he Writes, 
'Ittvsl dint Almighty God will nn-olop her in the ocean at Has mercy “ 
} h did not a I tend h-er funur.il, though hp witi nearby in iJir fttilikirls 
at FaEehpur Skkn 

ihu age of four, Salim, along Witfi his two brothers, tv.il- 
CLtcuinds-ed, rtn -occasion for a grand cefehrafinri. Ttsu ceremnny inspired' 
Abnl Fai:l, royal panegyrist, to virile 

Was Iht pf'i.-jJ 1.1/ ffe; m) re Si SCflffemJ 

Uf Ik 1- mud, 

I3?r il'lJ fire nisfbrnJ jfr.m 1 trie Ht'rf fetirr 
Furr /nee? 

Noy, rrjriy, H-'fjtfJj the /mu' of the tnv 

C.f desire /dirmi-d, 

fir: expended ilhssvm dropped frm On braneh 

lyhen Salim was four year 1 ;, inur months and fnur day? old, he was, m 
conformity to I he cusfem of the Mughal reynl family, cereinriTuaLly 
initiated into die alphabet MauJana Mir Kalan, Haravi, a venerable 
scholar, was appointed by Akbar as Salim s rirst tutor and he accepted 
Ins charge bv raiSulg Lite prince mt his slmitlders amidst accfamatfans 
and a shower af gums SalLm was then made to reote die name of god 
and the Muslim creed, and tnUghl tile Iirst fetter ai the alphabet 
Other tutors fallowed Salmi presumably .ilsa had various guardian* 
at least nomma] guardians, for thfli wa=, the Mughal custom, though 
Abut Fa^J states that Akbttr "kC]T| hr- children under his own am? and 
dui not appoint any gmrdi.Vl to tiiem, .md was C on tun 1 ft Tty educating 
them sn the most escelJ-ait manner ot ’.vKich there are- few mstanccf m 
ancspnl times * Salim was a diligejiL stiident- He -tbo excelled in marbal 
Arts, and grew intn a robust young mar who delighted in -■.port, 
hunting and athlete He Was, like all Line Mughais. totally fearless 
ever ready fe mcr. l danger liead on .Akbar Xv as proud of this son of hh 
SaWs .fust ha tile experience. According to the Rajpui iratlihcm 
recorded by Tod, came quale V'lrJ). When at the age nf sever he wan 
given nouiinal criarpi? of Lfe' McwAr CArttprtLgH, AtOunxI this Urnr hi, 
rank was raised If! dial (if a commander of 1 t^OOT, with on income In 
m.ilch ViTxcn he was around twcl'-v, hi: accompanied Akbar on the 
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Kabul ecmipflign, ,nnd was given command of a Large detachment 
uttor to initiate him info the ndmifilibvittve procoviscs, , } f ^ _ x ' Dt ' 

I wt* Important department'- [justice and celebrations) wert 
charge, with Alidur-Rabiin, the Kl^-i-khftcian as hi?, - ui J e , in ti| ' 1 
bnlim seemed to be shaping op well n ^ 

ntm inexplicably, for Uw next eighteen yen**, from Ul( , a 
about thirteen taJl be brake out m rebellion in 1600 at tin-. a p c ^ t>r 
□no, Salim virtually j&sappejira from Mughal dhttrtfcta, with «nl . ' 
foil, stray references to him, most of l hem tow, -mb the very r-iv, \ ,-f ' i * 
period Throughout Jtl$ youth TO important responsibilities nre ' 

lo have been assigned to die heir apparent. In 1598, when there was™ 
proposal to sand a Mughal army into Bada^han, Salim was trvmih U ‘! 
be pul m command, but nolhmf- came of Li— Akbar did not o}^Z 
willi die campaign; and in any case Salim was reluctant to take c hai™ 
M°r was Salim eager when the command of the Deccan forces' wv 
offered to him l he following year Li was apparently a ease of too little 
5 00 late 



SOMETHING HAD SOURED the refebnmbip bet ween Salim nnd Akbar 
Though Akbdr w.xs affectionate towards his children, he was aim 
usual tv short with Llicm 'The King's nature was such that, though he 
Loved his children very dearly, hu used to give them orders rather 
roughly whenever lie- wanted anything done/ says Monwrratn; "and 
il.j Sometime? punished them with blows ,is well as With harsh wDrds/ 
And when his sons grew into manhood, Alihan's iffectiwK shifted to 
his grandsons — ■ "The affectionate sovereign loved grandsons myn; tiinn 
™." says Abut Fazl, It was almost a- tf Akbnr considered his aduli 
sons as tils ovals than? was &n evident reluctance on his part to assign 
major loshs In them He pale the impression that they ded not quile 
measure- up to his expeCfcahcms In the eye nf Akbar's disapproval 
Daniya! and Murad resigned themselves to a life uf debauchery am 
c'arli death, but Salim who was tougher, survived, though sparks often 
flew between father and son 

A kbit's ire against Salim frequently exploded over seemingly trivial 
matters, indicating an undercurrent of tension between the- two Dupe, 
when Salim twenty and the imperial J^dly was on its way cn 
Kashmir, Akbnr worked himself into n fury one day when Salim, 
because cf Inderoenl weather, delayed bringing [he royal harem 10 
Akbars Lamp Its he had been directed to do So infuriated was Akbar 
that, despite rain and sEipperv ridges, he immediately set out to fetch 
in*- women himself, and could bo persuaded to return to camp on.lv 
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JU 1 1 cully- Salim naturally fell humiliated by whit seemed to 
■ fob uji fiith^*. unreasonable itigu. ,ind, according fo Abul Fazl, 
hLfll . hhut himsdE in his lent, and abstained from food and 
•’the - 



The Mughal court was rib 1 with rumours about tin tension 
— v ' ^ i>ecaupe of 5ii]im r !H escapades and Akbads rpsenhnont 
3|Cn ' r 't'hL n 1 The most romanhe and persistent of thru stones linkfd 
-T hv^ert:! Unison with AnarknJi (Pomegranate blossom), 1 beautiful 
^'iccEimplished concubine of Afcbar and possibly ih# mother i 
rhniyal— legend has it that a Wrathful Akbnr entombed AnarkalL alive 
] ’ jh,'.' crime of exchanging .1 smiting glance with Salim Another lair 
SD djauE Salim's infatuation with Mihrunnisa [Nur Johonj, which 
Vkh^t" Is said to have thwarted Whether these particular incident? 
' , i?re ilve gr nob, the vary: fact ihnt such rumours persisted is. signific ant. 
Id indicates that probably there wa=. some wx-relatod tension between 
Akbftr Lind Salim 

Ttifre was also the curinu? mcident of SnJim being thrashed nnc 
eveririE. hit with sticks, and clodrs, by the amazonian guard:- of the 
royal liineni 'Hie improbable sSMy 03 Abul Fuzl tells u. m th.it a mad 
niari had wandered into du 1 harem because of thu areJessn-e^ of ttic 
son tine Is. and Safun caught him, but was himself mistaken for a 
stronger and sot on, and that A'kbar came upon the scene and was 
akout'to strike with his sword when he rtcogrwred SuLrm. It 1 ? mnrcdihli 
that n 5 tr.mgej’, that too a lunafic. could enter the royal hanun und^cEed, 
that Salim was not immediately recognised, and that he did net 
identify himself when attacked 'Hie incident remasrs a mystery- 

Whatever the cause of thi3 tension between Akbar and Salnn 
Akbar's death burned out the ranker of resoirtmenl m Salim agam-st his 
Miter 5a|im— from now 00 to be known AS Jahangu— W*? equaEly 
forelving towards those who Opposed his .lccession Wha< was post 
wal pad. he would nut i«k b.ick in anger. Ho took no vindictive 
action Instead, he won over several of Khusrav'* supporters by raising 
iheii ranks, and was solicitous enough to lake Abul Fa,Us -r-^n under 
hts wing and appoint him ei a high-nmking uffi^r Out the mam 
beneficiaries of hr, action wc-re of cuiitsb his own lollop 
Uea, a lcnE-tunc nssoctote Of Jahangir and a captain 01 his praetorian 
guard was conferred tfv l^tlc Wahab.it Khan and given the rank ot a 
command cu of 3500; he would now begin the diinb Lhrough Eho ranks; 
(ha L would in the end make him, though only fur a few ninnln-, the 
□ulaLirV dictator nf flie empire. Abo honoured was Bu Sutgh bund-la 
Who received the rank of 3000; "the cause of hi? elevation; admits 
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fabangir with brei-on candour, "was the murdur of Aliul [, v i .. 

Jahangir'?; ambition, was to bt« known □ niJt!j . 

order which l iw-ucd [on accession] w.-i'- (or Ihe setting up £1E ' . E| ^i 
justice/' he note in his memoirs, "so that d the nffl-cerr, c ,f ^^ hr1Ln ^ 
of jusbco should fail m the investigation of the compbir,^ 
flppmssad and in grtmhng ihcm redress, the injured p^un. "' , 1 * lt 
cocfiE to ihi? chain and shake it, and so ^ivp nohoo oi Itv-ir i ilM ^' 
The chain which was probably inspired by the drum of ' 

Hiimnyun had once sot up aE the Icirt, was made nf ^>k[ , V][ ^' ' ' !! 
sixty bella on Lt. and wa* stretched from Ihe battlement of the Ae 
to a Etoni' cijliifiii i on the bank of [he Yamuna f 1 ^ 

The chain was not a mere symbol English merchants Will 
Hawking Nicholas Withingtgn and William Finch, whn were r ih" 
Mughal court m the early years of Jahangir' reign, each testify that tl 
chain of justice was in actual use. '''They {supplicants) camp J”! 6 
CfrlainF' place where a long rope ih fastened unto two pilh.^ j, |ru " 
unto the place where the King sitteth In justice/' says Hawkiut 
rope is hansel full of beLs. plated with gold, hn the tope being shaken 
tire bul - arc heard by the King, who ££ndeth to know the Q Uit iin .' 
doth his fusfite accordingly ' Frivolous ringing of the helis was nin 
tolerated Says Finch: Lot them he sure li’ieur Cl'iils-.h' be goad, Jest iji.e,' 

be punished for presumption to trouble the King ,3 

On his accession, Jahangir also promulgated a set of Invelvo 
Lirdiiiajicci, prohibiting the collection of unrauthorired laxes, providing 
far the- security d re^ds, safeguarding property rights, unHTirlaii 
compensation to farmers for loss during military operations banmr.c 
du-fipunng punishments like cutting off the nnsc and ears, and so Df\, 
He further banned Live safe of hump drug? flnti Sough! to enlnire 
prohibition although, as he- happily confesses, "I myself have been 
accustomed to take wire, and from my eighteenth year to the presorl 
which is Ihe thirty-eighth year of my age, have regularly paruken of 
it ’ Later, he also forbade smoking "lit consGC|uej’ice of ^hc disturbance 
ihnl tobacco brings aboul in most tomperamonts and constihituias, I 
had. ordered dial no one should smnke il,"' says Jahangir 

These regulations Were meant "to rearrange the withered world"', 
saj/t cuurtLer hisiorian Asad Keg Hardly The regulations were mere 
ge.-lure*,, they were of little practical cpnsmience, Jahangir no rtnubt 
men.rit well, but he simply did not have the sustained interest, nor the 
□dm inir-.lrabve machinery, Id nnplcmpnl the regulations systematically 
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tl hMT In Aurang/xb, and marks a platuau in Mughal history In 
l fflrTl mc j 5 iniji r c-ign was like an afterglow nf Aitbar^ reign. 
rnn]iy n 7 ,,Vnnt Strike out on hi^ own in any new direction but merely 
, I ViUrtur'*-. policies And whatever he built, was huil? *-n 
""'Toons laid by Akbro? Still, Jahuigir cannot be dismissed 4s fust an 
ll 7 n r ; dP between Akbar and Shah Johan Ibnmgh he wa* prone k> f* 
tn i , ¥ ,irv and his ^ain interests were in science anil culture, no in 
kin huiidinsc omJ covcmance, his reigti was nn lltc whole marked 
hv'siabiliiV and peace Them were mS three ma|or revolts during his 
jj^ n ini j eagh of litem he m^rcamp willi shrewdness and r^olulu 

etl<f lSianBir was not a fa II tire, as he i- often portrayed lt> he He might 
. _ .-^ un d Wanting in stature when measured i^aaa\ Akbar, and his 
might Shrink further when seen through the frowning e ■- 
Victorian historians who d^ppeoved of his libertine wayv and dv.-p^d 
h]t „ for bemg henpecked But if Wii are tit judge a ruler by the *e'-u^, 
nfosoerity enjoyed by hii subject^ then Jahangu's reign should be 
J ^ST«tbA .1 H„- Mughal Urn,. AL.O. My * «W»r. 
liiJiariiEtr is tiie most endearing of the Mughals, who dared to >bow he 
human face behind iJ^e Pharaonic persona of ihe emperor ^ 

In religion. Jahangir ivifi educbC and tolerant like Akbar Ail 
rehgLons ate tolerated/' says Terry, an English clergyman in Jahangir - 
court. Jahangir, says Della Valle, a medieval Ha turn traveller, makfts a 
difference m his domimunh between fhe env: «ri. and ihe utJier an 
both in Ins courl and armier,, and wen amongst men of ihe Highest 
dt ,„ CBe tltev are of equal account and consideration. He even restored 
,nme of the l-limlu prttfioes that Akbar had inmall) adopted buHater 

abmidnnad-for Instance he tha M «*™y l ^t Akb 

had given up and "ordered that the Ekahman Wd bind ^ b 
coHim) and Silk after the ancient manner" Out tit regard ^ ^ 
saritJenb, he forldumw slaughter on pun o death du, u mi baffite 
may be freely kiUed." sayS Peh»BKL HC further banned Re sale of me,. I 
0,1 certain days, though people were free E o prepare m.Ml at hom- 
ln an tttfiS (ohPinsir Mowed Akbar r s precepts and prachnjs Bui 
ihere were also significant difference between Lhe two Jahm^.r Sacked 
AkbarS eamestn^H and row and then lie lapsed k™ the po he, nJ 
re Ugious tolerance, sometimes for pohbcal reaHins bul often due Id 
* £ imotilre [Tcxosionatty he was guilty of temple dc*tl-ui_Lian 

S5^ U pln« « 1H0, «•»«»» wi (or, 
_t v;_ (ts undMl shrine of ]w.i|amuklti, ivas tafcvn 1 gave 

JteW #»• K«J. Ih» Chd *d <ahm i™*! » l*e '«*« 
Istalt,; shriuia Kcorapwy mt, and p«lo™ r, M u,r e d « 
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furr religion writes Jahangir r We mounted the fori a n d bv v 
□ F God, prayers were said, the khutbah W4to read, □ C uiv Wa( u ^ 
i-'Ltier thiing}i were done such a* nevur had been done be for r dnJ 
foundation of fort to ih. preset time Ail fti* was done m , f " m 1J ' 1; 
and i Wed myself in thanks to the Almighty Far this K reJ 
which no previous monarch had been able to Accomplish J 
Largo mosque to be buiEt in the fortress: 1 ' ' ' ^ c ’ ^ a 

In .mother instance, at PushJtai near Ajmer. on ^ th 
image of Vaiaha (an mcamatiun of Vishnu, with a man's. bnA* ^ 
bears head} he ordered them iu break that hideous form 'ni T' 1 
Lt trrtci the tank," writes JaHkngtr, In Gujarat he hounded out ik,. i 
demolished their temples, and had fheif idol thrown on U-,l- ■ l6 .*n V 5 ' 

mosque for Muslims to tread op Before that, earlv in his " * 
J.ilunsir had executed S L kh Guru Arjun Singh. though the provbS 
h-r that was political, not religious, for the gum had aided n nn ' 
Kbusrav h rebellion Jahangir oko persecuted the Mabidis. a Li 
Muslim fundamentalisb., whose virulence disturbed ^geki ha nr, "' 
And m Kashmir, when he heard that Hindus lately converted to |''’" 1 n 
there Were taking and giving daughters m marriage alliances JZ 
Hjndn families, hi* mlmg^ctass pride was outraged, Taking them « 
gcHxt but yivrng them, God forbid |r ' lie writes "I gave ,m order thn| 
iicrcaltifr the^ should nof do such thing;!, and whoever was rpiiliy ftf 
them, should be capitally punished " 

Tiiore were however random aefe There was no systenmite religious 
persecution l L y Jahangir. His Faith was not ardent enough to make httn 
a zealot Duriny the succession hassle he had undertaken to uphold 
orthodoxy in nrtum for the support of Muslim amms, and lie did talc? 
,1 fow measures to fulfil that promise, each as mctianine daily 
allowances to new convert? to Islam but he did not adopt a sudamed 
orthodox policy, And though by and largii he conformed to Uic 
vxtc-mal observances of Islam throughRit his life, he seims fo have 
'-lone ■so muj r out of inerba than faith. Similarly, the numerous reference 
lo god ui his momqire— "I tonal that my Ms #111 be bpen i in doing 
i.iod t wilt, and that not a breath of it will paw wj UiciliE remembering 
Hjr:i„ he says m one place — sound more like □ literary mannerism than 
a COnlEHSton ut faith Indeed, some contemporary observers doubled 
whether Jahangir had any faith at all 

JL ; religions ts his owre mvenbon,"' says Sir Thomas Roc, the 
brLti-fi Arntia.-sadnr at the court dE Jahangir; "he envyes Mkhomett, and 
5GD * m "- re ™ tee should not b« ns great a pntfiet an Ei fee ' 
Elsewhere Roe Gath State* lh.il ■'Ihe-hangi^Shah * „ r , ALtart 
bays Francois Bernier, a French physfflan in India during the ddtsLng 

2+u 
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t Shah Jnhan's tegfr "Jahangir died, as he had lived, destitute 
yf : !, "li.m'on " According to Kiccolno ManMCCb Aunrngzeb refold Eo 
&f "J fl l (h ,, mausoleum of Jahangir "saying foal 11 was the faunal pU<* 

cf a |h 'o unlikely that Jahangir was really an infidel or an atheisi but 
innlv was ambivalent in religion, even rafter playful 
hL ‘ L will mate profession of n Moot/’ nayn Roe; %if always 
^Btve ihe holidays and do all cerep with the Gomde- too " Uii 
hi^mr held public discussions on religion for . whit.— he 
■ ™ i.icryiStht far one yetre in hearing disputation on t^n. 
h ?' ' R ]4 loved lo egg on die Jesuits against liie mullets, "elappjng 
SShiahfi with dehghl at ftcir ftfoik lo their opponents," say* Madagan. 
SmatTCuerreiro, □ seventeenth renlury IesuiI lusliwtan, report ftal 
lahimeir once asked a Hindu cotirlier whelher he considered Muhammad 
5 prophet, to which Hie courtier replied r 'Yes, Sand lit is a false 
™&het/ at which the kmg laughed exceedingly." 

Tphangir was equally disdamfol of the papular belief, oi rlindubm 
and ChrisbATiity. The idea that Chrfet was the sur of god R«med 
hiiurd to him, as did the Hindu myths about incarnations How could 
that which had no JfipitebDiw, JLrmi itself through m carnations, lie 
^ked and why should din supreme spirit that was uiUTumenE in 
iworvthmg specially incarnate itself in particular bemg!^ rhere could 
bB no to *yh quesfion^foith could not satisfy reason any 

urere I hail reason C.ouid ujidcnuine faith PnsdJCtiibly, popular relipons 
Hflrtd JahHhEir. But Sufism fascinated him. end SD did Hie mv Hi cal and 
inteUectiuil sects of Hinduism. He canactaed Vedania 1 tins MViux O i 

EUt ‘ WlUt IdKXglr M-gbl P -W-* "*• “f« 

Lika AJdiar, he was tod of the Jorr.puvy of ascencs Jt thorn 
oncE found him closeted with a Hindu ascetic l found him sittaig en 

the Throne, and a Beggar at h* feet, a p*CK ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
ragd. and oatchet r With a young reague attending on him wnte Rw 

Hyjlh diew kind of professed paore holy men the L aur *% b ,‘ \ 

v A ;Sj, n erd 1 re ve&ice hi& MaJe^e talked wiili J him] a h ■ u t 

an hourt with sudi fsumliaritie and shew pf kindn. E ^-i: r ihzi i must 
^^.hLiiihe not found easily among kmg. The 
1 ^ _a rtn t Ho€i he gave the Ketih ^ Frescfi-. ^ £_JiKi r 

which h\s jjL by him&elf of eeun* Rrtjne. which the King 

acLCJ f , 1 . , arce have dune. After he took* the cloui and wrapt H 

unwind 'put in the poore marn bosame. and sent fore- one hundred 
up. inn pt l kilrtriK nfiwred ll-,ci!ii into Ute nnur-j mans 
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lap, and what fell besides, gathered up for him. when hi* mil 

banguEttlng and diti$e came, whatever he took i D ,m 1 u fa, 1 , nf 

lh(l &W haU'L 1 and after many strange humilhitfa™ JV*, ' mul 

lhei w retdi not bqirg jws mmtiie, he ftfak him u . lbte - 

.LntiLS, i|hicfi no dean!) body durst have touched, ttnbraef ^ 

and LWl- times faying his hand un his hubrt, cajlinq him h| ™ 

him . " " uuner. he ] P ( 



left 



Jahangirs (ns wcllas Akbar’s) favourite Hindu sage was Chid 

iw U 

merged; sys ]aliailg.r agri^ qtc nf his many meulmgs with 1]u . 



• - ^ ■ *“|HU -nggi; VYrfS I, 

ui Hindu hermit who lived in L i liny cave m the hilt'-, nunr Li 
Saturday far the ■-.™nd time, my desire for the company nf cm 



KlJ P, 
irniri ■-{>, 

Run 



‘After performing the midday devutiem t embarked m a boat 
hastened to meet h.m, and ,it the dose of day | ran and unload h 
sixietv m the retirement uf his cell r heard many subW w L v r k i 
ntigiuu* dunes and knowledge of divine things/' Jahangir s^ifat 
Mustim defies tor. “As it ^ reported to me that m Lahore m 
^tiyan Sheikh Muhammad Mir by name who was a dervish, q 5, n j 1 . 
by origin very eloquent virtuous austere, of auspicious temperament 1 
,1 lord of ecslasy and was rich in his poverty arid independent of 
to £ - world, my budi-srekin^ mind was not at rest without meeting him 
and desire lo set him increased," Write* fahangir 

In contrast. Christianity did not make much impress Pn mi him 
tilough continuing Akbsr's pdicy, he allowed the lasuits to pre^h nnd 
convert freely m the empire, and gave them stipends from the treasury 
in 1 u ally fifty rupees a month, which was later raised to one hundred! 
ivjth thirty fjvLtf addi.Bmnally for the maintenance of tlieir church He 
also banded over to lhem r m what wo* the high point of j U 5V , ![ 
missionar) achievement at the Mughal court, three sons of his dead 
broth*? Daniya) to be baptized 

H was an abrupt ^nd baffling decision, which probably had 
samE'thjng t v do with Court or Eiurem intrigue*. The Jesuits' were 
summoned Id the court at midnight one day in July 1610 and the boys, 
ine eldest of whom was ten. handed over “Hu* fathers (Xavier md 
Pinhciro) m theti enthusiasm fell to their knees and kissed his feet, 
Wilde he good-ilnmou redly patted them on their shouldered vwik-S 
Maclagttn. T]v- princes were baptfaed a couple of months Eater, 
presumably alter proper Christian indoctrination, u made quite a stir m 
.-■igni when they, nding elephants, Went ir> process-Lon to the church, 
wiring Portuguese costumes, wilK gold crosses around their necks, At 
bnptJMTi. the prences were given Portuguese names— Tahmur as became 

Pen Felipe. UaisanghM became Don Carlos and Hushing became Don 
Hennque 
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p dm of Wild joy far ihu Jesuit amf as the prince? 

Lrhrd Eire church; khe Mam. rang ihe ctiurda belt wilh such 
^pprck. ^ ^ r|u5 WflS ft poikin( 0 j whpi wan fa cornu After 

' al'pHymg Christians, dw prince w Ihe Mb InM. rk 
^rrted ""’reiw.'Led the tight anil returned to their vomit" 
rtPL |ih0nizir's rnaLn Vnfaresl 111 I He Jewuik was to procure from farm 
ril ' ean painting. W desire far Christian pictures bitam* 

Mrraaaimi." say? Mtidegan The h-L-mt.'. ■■'•f.,riinp p ,md cornfag, -’-nd 

sgSStaibl ««. »* — . hnw« «- «* ** W“'“ - 

hromt! Xavier puls it— believed that p day they would W =ihle tu 
■ L verL (hu emperar to Christianity. Accord mg to MrcJagsn. Jahari]ir 
,,i to attend the chulh on Christmas day, rind had » rorli-ut nf 
Si'imself plflcsd in the chdfcli, so the Father* wnuid not forget in 
remember him in Ihcur prayer? But them W« never any question M hi? 
becoming a Christian Ao ordmg to Rt», fahangir told Ihe 
vW oflu cast Lhe Crucifix mid Piehue of Christ into a fur before me, if 
1 huisie not 1 will become a Chnsfaui " Hie j^uib. did nol tak. up the 
rhalfanire- Nor could they have been pleased when, while visitmg their 
i liurrh m L allure, Jahangir found the ambience there so very agreeable 
ibal ho wanted fa feast and drmfc m the Hiurchl 
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™ DESIRE TO ramus* m the chuirh was Ivpicat of J aJiailftlir 

tradibem 14t Nanism and passtamit* dilettantism lv S , 15 

onco surfaced in Humayun, siitfbced now again in Jah^-ir u N 
naturalist and a cotuioj^ut of pointing, he was an c -, , l,i i ■ ' ",''' licl 

epicure, and though he wras Mugh.il enough to harden himself friT^ 
action when provoked, he believed that IW wa* more (c iir„ l, ' 
tearing mound on horseback V|F|11 

Them V,a, quite a bit of the rfi.Jd m JahangiJ a, in H^vun 

Mamicd ,dLs 4 ch4tTn |e * tor V about Jahangir which lie had h-M E ,i I 
in the reign of Shah Jahan. "One day he (Jahangirl was pa M in E th rou ‘l 
Lahore rity whim he saw a number of little children pfey^ m T 
street He descended from his elephant, sat himself down on n- 
prLnmd m their cmdst, and distributed sweets, flowers, clothe* ^-,u 
md Sl3vcr CDins Ail, -' r embracing and kissing them he ^id tuaduV 
' tiel lrjr WLirf - d for nie to die or to be ,1 little one like you. not to be i 
5 , 1 m today, with my conscience entangled m the affairs of this weary 
world At these words he took his departure with a salutation | ears 
strejurnrig from hts eyes ' 1 

The Story might be apocryphal, but it tofb fl truth about Ifiangt 
Highly emnlional, his thrilLi and miseries were hfce those oi a child 
sudden and fleeting. There was no mystery about him Unlike Akbsi! 
Who was impenetrable behind many veils, there was ,y dianmnii 
sunpbcLtv and transparency about Jahangir, ^ in Babur, And. as with 
bjL.ur a great deni is known about Jahangir's private life, from ho. 
enndu memnirs-whicb he wrote in hi 5 own hand for seventeen veers 
trom his accession— as well .v, from several contemporary works by 
Mugliel chronic! erd ,ind European travellers, Them are also a number 
of revealing portrait paintings oj Jahangir 



J-VlUi T5 ^MEDIATELY striking ns we look at the portraits of 
anangir and * hu fere with that of his father is the contrast 
between the two. Akbar appears self-contained; them is about him the 
inner □nnn.tahfln of a man who has to prove himself to no one but 
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himself Tn eontrasi, Jataungir's is n fare m the mirror of l he world. ,i 
itL.irt whii has to see his worth m the eyes nf ntlier peoplr Hi- appear 
. i^iif unsure of himself, but bravely posturing His expjt-^n.r -rh- 
L [L ]i look bt- favours, nhe fake firmness c,[ his weak mouth — seems 
contrived 'the very phJ&iotigtaiL mould of Jahangir a different frtur 
f ,[ Akb.ir There is a certain angularity in jahangirY, features a 
[ lf ,wn srcitll^r than moulded look, [1 is fnnri' Indian, with Rit|pirt 
riiara^teriitic-s culling another race into ihe smooth rounded, Mongoloid 
face of hts ancestor* 

His complexion was typically Indian Hrc is of .t complexion 
neither while nor bfeeke, lust of a middle betwixt them/' says Coryat, 
[ Jsjnoiv rot ElOW to express it With ,i more expieissiv:' and sijjnifk.irU 
epihetpfL than olive; an olive colour his face presen tel h Jahangir, m 
tlie fashion, of Akbar, spoiled no beard, but went- a neat moustache thal 
dropped sharply a| I Iifj edges and curled outward The curve of Ihi- 
moust.iclne was repealed in Ihr long, narrow sideburns descending to 
curl al his earlobes. In most paintings a haJo envelop: 'd his head One 
allegorical painting shows him ELS a plump and radiant fflunJCCh SlUnJing 
on a lion and protectively embracing a -quat and shrinking Shall Abbas 
of Persia standing Oil a liUTlb and tanking up humbly at the Mughal 
Jahangir loved to swaggen 

Unlike Akbnr, he dressed opulently lfl public, lie was always 
heavily bejewelled, "clothed, or raLher laden with Diamonds, Rubies. 
Pearled and other precious vaniiies. so great, so gtariciusr writes Sir 
Thomas Hoe j "Hls head, necke, breast, anneS, above thE erimwei, a l 
wrists, his fingers every one, with at least two or three rings, fettered 
with chiunes. or dulled Piamendh, RubiUS jjneiit as Wall-nuts, Same 
grislier,' and PcarleS, such- a 15 mine uVes were amazed at According to 
William Hawkins, who preceded Roe to ihe Mughal court, Johimpir 
wore a different set of jewels cadi day of I he year. 

A debonair mar, Jahangir designed he, own dutheS, the fabric flrd 
style of which otliers were forbid nen to use, except by royal peraussiem. 
According to Eferruer. Jaliangir once had ,i fancy to clothe the whole 
court in European coshune, and had arrayed himself m «uch i dress 
before his principal amirs, but their reaction "was HO appalling thal 
fahan-Guyn abandoned the design, and affected to pass the whole iff an 
as a joke"' 1 The irculent could well be mie Jeh.mgir I ad a fesetaat ion 
far the exotic, ,uid was ari Lmabothed sybarite 

Appear antes mattered io lum, perhaps even more than tubstanco. 
Gregarious *nd wurm -hear ted, he Enjoyed good companionship Ondc, 
when a descendant of the Lodi royal family visited him, Jahangir 
unm-odjalely look It) him "Tlu 1 Mir is of an exivedingty good di^osibon, 
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sndnwed with pCttaiuil nobility nut acquired exaHlenci^ 
rn annum and approved wu», with .1 very ", ^ 

fci-L’Iienil Jahangir wntch "l have rvevur huen n man nl tj,, ° pui1 
such a pleading disposition « «» M,r- And* oT^- 
Irnruktifi.m.-i Ilf wnb He was on old man of vcrv nw.„ * c °m 
full of talk and anecdote.™ ^ ^ kocJ, i»nd 

" tIe ^^1 is very affable/' sny fi Rot - ilTlc | or a . 
countemnce and not proud m nature, f u |] 0 f r, 0n( u . JrWl113 
Ihe wjsdoni l' and gqtiJnoE* m Hie Kmg appeares abrnie 
of oto - Highly onnluteL be SKjSSSSP 

Hind without rascm "Weeping cornu easily to Jafemeir, for V 

reason n! all he would hurst into teer* Any tiling ,ind evc-rvtlijna 
hixri eh t.,iy>3 Manued. Oner, says Roe, "m atmi> drunkuniU's-, \ " 
tell In weeping, and to diverse passion* .ind so top, ^ , ltl mid ** 

niL ” was one -itte of Jahangir Thewf was another Tb ]5 k ^ u i, 
d ispOBitmn scemeu composed of extreames very crueft r mid nthetvliS '' 
Wf miide f *5* Edward Terry. Jahangir was susceptible to SS 
-ind unpredictable mood swings, perhaps because his earlv akohulwn, 
,inu npium addiction had warped lus temperament hay-, tnavnhillih 
! h.c practice of indulgence m wine drinking, and of the Z 

of opium had altected the health of Sulten Selim and had mad. bl 
temper so irritable ,md tyrannical, that the slightest offences 
v f lted with the wv crest jrwushment, that pardon was never thought 
■.if, so that hi-- iidhiKnib were struck dumb with terror ' 

lahancLr was often sadistic "When ho did wickedly, none amid be 
WOTfier Pe <try ""bfo'E' delighlelh l,t sec men executed him-idt and 

tome m gg§& with elephant*/ 1 Writes Haw]ghs Once, accordmc to 
Hawkins, when a favourite China dish of Jahangir's broke while befog 
tran-fiported to catnp, lie h«d the amir in diarge of hlft Ward robe 
mercik-isly flogged and sent to prison— and wlien the pour man 
tccovered from his wound?, he was given 5000 rupees and sent to 
China to procure another dub like dm D ne broken, which lud originally 
cost just seventy rupees! 

Hunting was for Tahangir os it was far Akbar, a way lo cool foe 
lever Of has blood But even here ht5 attitudes were sail-contra dietary 
He was a keen, naturalist who studied animals and birds with loving 
dcvoLian bill he loved to HU them Icki In 1617 111? calculated that his 
hunting batty till than was 2@,532 sruinalh, of which ha perHonally 
accounted for 17,1®, including 66 tigers., m m(gaJ$, U72 deer, 3&wild 
huli.ulchtei.. 4ii wild boars, 23 hares; m addition In.- had bagged 
birds, including 10,348 pigeons, 3,276 crows 156 waterfowl arid 41 
sparrows; hi? also accmmkd for 10 crocodiles. ' ! haver sudi a liking for 
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„ | hilt whilst I ran gel Li i do ™* 8" aft « 1,thCT s P flrt - , ht 

Itrf^Soyeil fishing t™, and Uteri ore many referees In it in 
►ti» He 1 tall p, he amused himself by Ukowuir the n h bn- k 

h^* /h^wTler— iifier stringing F^rls m their n«<»1 On his 1mm. he 
ifl.l« the . thu WiV , -No day ai#r of tnardurg or halting. 

^S^rwnteri without spur!." Siiy.H Jahangir about a trip 

ntl 1llE | l hn'rJ to Agra J t’h,.- very last thing Jabtngir did in his life just 
k-fnre he died, was tn gu «.n a rifle sheet 

, < 1-1 vwriR WAS REPUTED to have hour a marksmin hi In* youth, 
Sjlhe time he became tho empeior be could not been much 

? fl b ^ot. for luialth, as he Ignite ^t M «!» ** 

0 K^d druss that his hands -hoak badly ,md he could hardly hold 
LllL0 . h , h | moullv "Up Lo my fomteerth year l had nevur drunk 
3 "r^en IWL. " r uwe.1 Smes ,n childhood, when my nrnto or 
had given me some as . ™Wy 1™ wen. *,ldh«xt siimcni 
n, ' d- o mv father called for some ormrk to Hus -imnonl of tola. . □ 
^ ™Su' -“ e-w.ter, made me dunk ,i as a remedy fer coogh, 

S laiksneif On his own. be drank win* for Lhv first hone duAng a 
iJt m rim® b He had Ihnt day 'riel with many mish-ips and was 
“S Sag , , e writes, so when one of h» att«idants sugpStrf dial if 

ef wine i. would rnlieve fahgue end weenie 

lis agreed. 'I was voui^ and primrr to uidulgencc 

H srass 

1716,1 1 lhifi nnirit sbtite i^dual instinct of fidf-pr^naLlon made 
'^ ,1 ^ . . , i | . ,v | Uci r ic-nt for the hakim Htunani 

Jahangir seek int.-OK' 1 !'- a ^ fondness on.t teteniLSt he 

and placed told me thai ,f I went on 

spoke lo ■» ““ ^ monft5 lralf[er , «, sete would be 

drinking spuds m ;Dod ^ ]iie , s J H , t was greedy 

P iT .Tbfhri words, end fern that day 1 began b i™* f 
pitmtee/bm 1 tent lo «“" B .firti-let ra mrr..,eana eeneoebon I and 
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dlf f fhat m > r ? P in * ^ mixed ivitli v,, n , Df M. 

r-Tl> wine and one spirit L®*h in B my alWoncu da ill i ^T' tlVn 

m ht ; ^ rf =**•" y™ i L) six c Up s, cup w ^'h,l l ; C(f 11 
ITr ; 5 ^ J ar,d * Tarter Fn r fifteen yeara I have L M ? ' !ish ^ 
"“'her nor Jess. 1 take if qt n, K hi ™ lip u ’" 

bemf; the day of my accession to the- throng ant J lh * 

Ih, mos, M, da, of fto weak On Thowtov and on Son ,*? « 
nD the day pi my otrawn this mv t m ^ v 1 ait 

■h. T days „ h e ,d in h( J ur Mter ^2. Sad $5* 

1 took to opium Now that mv nge is farty-sta 
TnonUv-. i eat eight s&s (small seeds „<ed ,* -, * , * nd f °vr 

When five jfeTD:: (about two hours} of the day Jin- «,?' F ' T ' U,n 
f^ s CIM wnleh I three hours) of the night i; A Wr I,', «' 'h^ ’ ,Ui 

apices and aromatic drugs' WJUl in ^Uy 

In I he ovmmga, whon he fth hU »an lnr ,. 

aKn * I ™ m - Ws William Fmah <£h? £ 

numLLi and measiut. sometimes une ,ird thidk- and rinTnn . ' 

mixing also among seven? Judicatures." Sometimes the - ”1? 
busmen at the meeting *4 -panted bv Tdmw^ wh 'f 
pnssessEih H& Majestic from the fumes df „ v , ' IT h J. Ljl 

***** ' 2K1 L1 ' fi . ciaJ hVDrk kVi15 don * fshangir would riim'rhu jr^fjurb^ 

* U ™Ty nnJ ta«y Hlb opium ,nd alcohol, hr- wcniJd 

1 h ]l r ;" ld S ° |D aslec P dlJr[ np the party, Attendees would 
then smdf out the crn-dlw, and the nobles quietly shuffle out "Aftjffi 

h.tn *kpl two hourev. they awako him and bring his supper to 4 
;;- Vj ]Lnwk f™' ^ which time he is not able to bud him£|f but it » 
thrust into his rnuulh by other,. ,nd this is about on, of thr dUc.! J 
then he alaepeili ihc rest of the nighl ,r ' ™ 

mtod^'h i? Wn Wffltate5 * J^pr wss particular not to jdjT1J( 
intv Hie Chatham any amir who smdf of alcohol for it offended his 
sen u 03 dec onun hawking, who had a weakness for drmk was once 
^d^t OLlt ° f Hl? . cha ™ ber for violating the regulation about alcohol 
- H $5 T £L PWL?d t0 tnke ^ u sual place hear Iht emporur 

and^To^uf raJ ' SlW * i,lh ^ h n conLr, 

V ; ir ^ 50 str:c[| ^' forb '^en that no man can 

md I"" 7 1 ' thL ’ klhS 5i!S but P“*«s the breath. 

^ ‘g2 atod Wine ' 15 n ° E ^ come Lo ■' rdumgir, 

S? owecw wilh «“»• but ™°*y 

i,P f M ! c mW “ Dr) >' whll! ' -'llEnJillB th^ enuT! m, 
'* DrlL ^ ^ ^ "i “« emperar's nbta "On Tliur S d«y > he 
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f „_k Wj1S hetd on the bfthks of Mthi, and some of my 
25th* n win ^ why bad adiitlnnce Jo such aswmhhu:- had their 
Iflnmaw ^ k , t hrmnnung cups nrd iimpLv favours" wnti^ Jahangir 
hD«M ol VJ h(i]d lpr nobkM . Aria of n party to cdebmfe Aurangwh •• 
i,KU1 ',' L r J ■ ays' ■ thu day pasted in enjoyment My priv.Hr 

NrL l -ui, have die entreo uilo this kind of parlies and Ksemblirv 
^.M-htad w>ih bumming mpi-' 1 fahangir ccm.-d m ,on„Jur 
lV,: ' n Li^g « arDyeLprerogiitlve f avE!naroysldiily ‘My boy yon 
thJ li.tl.cf of children! and king^ anti priori dnnk wine, he once 
ffj L Khorram (Shah jahin^. but he went on to advise moderahpn. 
^ Sot to excess and WEiikan the mtellrct U avoided by the wist- 
11 l ike Akbar Jahangir im was fand of fruits, especially mangoes. 
wfJrved as relish with his drinks. Of all the fruito. 1 am 
JUifcSdof maiiBSw" he says. "Notwilhstonding the sm-ehu-s nJ the 
v .Ih,i fruits, nol one of them has, to my taste, the fl-voor nt the 
Lmm' ' hie even exempted the cultivation at fruil.^ hrun tax ,o 
nroungr horticulture ‘Thanks to Almighty cod. no revenue on fniil 
SS has been token during rny reign; and I gave order tl,V if any on, 
,, rL . tu plant a garden in cultivated land, he was not Lo pay ■'"> 
nivenue/ he ^ In K$mw he loved to pick chem^ ' Everyday 1 
nl: irkud With my own hand sufficient to give A flavour to mV L.ip- 
Altlinugh Uvcy sent (hem by runners from Kabul xs weD f yei to pic^ 
them oneself from p^s home gAfdau gives additsooal swceUtesSi. he 

wa. fastidious about iiXHd He often -cut open on minis to 

' l_ i , nri . mni'ti to mv toite. m cnn&MruenCk’ ot Inr. 
m v uwn hand is^ ^ J JJ. E m Slldl mn1 i,r^ I order diem to be 

uuspioon? an _ | i u-u-rjprt the IF stomachs to see whal 

.-IbjtisI m my 1^7^11 ifie fKKl of animals is.' wriles Jahingir 
“'T. m m" h,“, I hav, a dU*» 1 1«b«r Hem 

2Xh.- **«>«** t* *** "** ' h ° rn “ e womB ' hv 

d-«top«* o ^ '■>' «» l ’“" lk " c 2T- oi 

, 5 U ' ; r r. f spi.( PL-at and millet boiled together) which then 
bafra !□ nHXtur- - F k , i-j m ,. W£i jJ |ie says In mill- hi 1 

avaurud d J q hut rtL)hocrt:d scaJel^ fish 1 ^t 00 ^ but 

h L ^ T'li ive scales, hut not because die professors of the Shtah frith 
\ho* that Jw« * - . , [1S but me cause oi my avenuun 

look on .lius*- ■ , , ,i h.K hrmitli? Imuwil Lo n-.'.- bv 
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‘ 1S l ™ 11 - B»i feh wiihout tufa, mi n«. a-j, ,. f , 
nuJ fisli mil. sctIk .1(1 ..... Ml ,!• Hih J.iv.u.rii,. I, sh ' ,lu ; ld a "'n...l- 
.."."■I lor 11 so ... ucli that daft, wh,„ r.unni'; '' 

.VI.I. „ whu. which he had not tabs /or ok..,.,. X2£'T'* , * d 
tom with a horse r n^mhi, he rew , lr(l(i| 



t-i H. ALL kits hedonism, there was sennns ike , , 

in art and mHum studies, [ or lnstanct , "« 

deduahm that wen. Jar beyond idle dilettantism. ani1 

Krandiather, he a alive to nalur,. Jlu l his men, nits' I 

Wptnc diiacnptiuns of (he pi ace , he visited ih*»r * T ridl TVj<)k 

flora and tafi. and their tostmv S* 

.«ord the thin its not found m pitmular res;, on there £ ,n 

a heuyage list to his tncinsiis of tl,e birds not sea,. J JeSS - *^ 
la angirs analogical studies w. re as srienhlu as they mnjd i 
E)ucn m his Umc r md he m, a ht he K&idud m ihc tZ .jV l 'T 

VIPnh f At «,* hint, for*™ f.vv yJl \ TZ i 

Around with him a palt of Safas crams Wrv |„ 

Mainun- tJv Romeo and Juliet of the »SS WDdd^i™^ * nd 

*tudy ,nd necord tlm.r behaviour His note, ^ 

f flbri K would do any natural^ proud The tZZZZ. ™ 
Ar.nghtuned its legs went down a little the maEc- thfr i, . -.V" 

fi££ % yT ° l,i1t ! artt F l,1Ctd lt ™ h ** ba4 and 
second foot, and immediately seating hlin^elf or hmr back Da]r au JS 

^ -He frfc c L b dom , ,^ r 

n tLf p„i lu, neuh on the ground, Uid kv.ij.kad once *rt u , n d the f Ema ]J 
In dun the crane laid egg. *0n Monday the fe™ 

L,-.uht-u.tl together SOULE straw and rubbish tn the Jjtlte n irdfit, ir- I i ■ 
fos, of all one egg Or. H.e dun, day 

dm mile rt 5!d 2!"^"'^' ““'T “ ™ “* V* alone, a£j 

. . ' d l ' er eoard It was SO alert (hat u was impnssiMe 
-■ r ao> hung Ihu.g to pass near her Onw a large weasel made 1 

T " il “■ and dfd n« 

world wto V ”"1 11 hate Wh “ thS •* "'““nated the 

g - gp ^ i 

Snd noted .he,r.s , tTl«d , ^£ituS OTn ' m “" i hE ° b5 ' rVa '’ 0n 
There ^ »VErd such arcthUqts m his m&mnliE. £ V en m e^i.nrnm^ 

■ r ;' , | ™' il " (hal w,jrx " hj& approach was mal'hodiCaf 

" 1; ]t WltS him th.it a Ugcr and a goat lived r^atJu-r 
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i i m a (aj-e jjTid "iifsed even tn couple and cnnwrl iogeLier" r he 
conduct an enperimcnl m anitn,il psychology Fin! he 
dt,;l 1 i ,ha goal From the uige frhich tnmlc lb tiger "diuccmsoJale 

tertU1 J, IhV " tHen anothet gful of Uw ■■.imp colour and iL*u wa put 
“ nt l . 1 1 | _* hp but the hger smell It and hmkn? its neck A fiheep wan IJ^oi 
llL ' nt ' tt | , h ' L.ijre, lull die tiger killnd ™rid ate it They then hrought tht 
17; 7 ,,u b.ick again* when it was receivird itli un#riiriEhed regard 
!£ & Jay nn Ins hacks and took the go, it upon its tout end licked 
1 1 1 1 co " notes Mu tarn Id Khan, laliangir'fv surrogate dinrisl 

lojiiinuir took a child dike delight in these experimetils, as when he 
noHSrbred pouts hy pairing Markhtn goals with Badbary fioaL*., and .i 
'. . Wil& bom. ‘OS tlictr liveliness and laughable ways and Lheif 
dinner of eambDling and leaping, vvbni can be wntten 7 yum.: uf ihc-ir 
r . . ari j inch that tile mind derived uiKOnlrnllr-J ph-.^OFf from 
I if.koif .it diem As il pleased mi l ordered them always Lo he kef : 
1,. inc ,. and I gave each of ihem ,n approphalc name, wnn- 
l ah iinei r but spy ils I ho effect d Lhi> ch :inr,mg sere hy ,vJ d iny l ^fh-i p ■ 
UiHr Aesh would be very pleasant lo lasted He.diwectEd birds, tepIflK 
•md fimmaU to study their physmlugy Sometimes his invesUpaticns ted 
to ‘curious conclusion* seeking an ejipknaunm for ihv lion's ci.ur.ip,'. 
J L iiiniiigii mterrad that the seemt wa* ip ils gall bladder hem$ enclowd 

r ' He loved to verify lall dainu? Thus when ht wah told in Kashmir 
about an 'iinfelhoniably deep" lake, he ‘'ordertd a siuilc lo K Med to. 
rkD end uf a roue and thrown into 1 !. and thus it vr* i"™d lhat tot 
depth did not Jewel the height of a man and * half ' Anoilwt time ha 

exk-rtmcnli-d with lutimieu from a mine In > Id dl,H ' k lL " rL ! L]f -'- 
efLllverwSS m meP-diny Urokun boneS-he found the hum "”bmab 
Stmiiarly, when it was claimed that TlUghUT ans» hom taring saff»n 
a-utd Ihot ,1 it 1» token in 1-irge quandtiCS. them is far of u-.vh 

^uperveiutis"'. he had .l ra ndemned rmrunal brought to him. and made 
h J ent a iwr {about half .I kilogram) of .saffron Ui he, presence Ah it 
oduli Z chause. the next day double the qoontdy 4>L Hffnjii ^ 
Sjildid L cause him even to ^ . much ^ ^ 
Mutomid Kh.ii-. And once when a yogi who had V^ndcrfo 
□existence- WAS brought to lum. laliangir had the yogi pin d nft ** •■ 
P a 1 1 arrflcfc ]]ul Tioi the least change took place Jahangir 

S -AtlTf W> taw -> tay toto tot. M. 

corpse.' 1 

JAHANGIR PRIDED HI M&ELF on being n poet. -'As 1 have a poetical 

z=u 



rfup<»tt.l»' he Mjft m.ner-of-r.rtly, ' | raIneUnMr 

somehow, invol.inlmly, compose tbuplets .,tid ,, ualrai[ls ? 

Turn rrof % cheek, wiUtout Ihir 
f Ciinmof ^in' jp women t 
Far Slav iv break urn- Jrrjirf 

J5 itfiiii! iii j Jiundrcd mtmfcrv 

TS S ™ ,ewart hy because □[ the stature of lls aril . 

J f^ Lr had ^ vefa l diaimguished Ut WT y mEfn m h] , . niI " h&r ' 
cKjvit goldsmith was a poet— and aificmg them was ihh ,i r "!' rLTl * 1[S 
K.. s rf ft*,.. who wrote there 

sentiment typically [ahgngtri 

Tttm lips hmc S. 

one for (fruiting, 

AtUi Otlt f,T £ip{iItt^T7^, 

Wrltm B pocto wor .unidle eon™. in Jah^pr, bu . he. C an,p E i™„ 
llrt wa - ^ UEriE ' substantial A talented c-iUig^ptier himself t ,i, ,' 

^ 1 * T, ' U J - Ithl>nt y ™ art. and under him Mughal painltoVrcaiS 
nr «. -My 1, kin* foe pdrnu* .and m) pnfti ? e ,„X g ™S 
arnvsd it ^ch a point that when any work Is hrnugto before me 
mthor of deceased arLsts or of those of the present day. without L 
™ ******* 1 W - ^ ^ir the moment flt.it i 

. rk D " u " 1 SlJch 0 wnles JahangLr. -’And if there he a 

p.Liure containing m.iny portraits, and eadi fact? be the work of -. 

diJ.erent master. 3 can discover which face is th* work of each of them 
k any other person has put in (he eye r md eyebrow' of a face I Can 

parcel VL- whose work the original face is, and Wiio ha>. n aJ nte,j the eve 
and eyebrdws/' r ,c 

hhangir's teste in art was eclectic He was particularly loml D j 
European paintings, ,md endJtssEy pestered Europeans M his court— 
ihc lesuife, the Dutch and English traders and diplomats-tor P aiu tints 
hrL van I^vesteyn, a Dutch trader in India, was r 'an 

am,LtL,|Ji ' oi ■ nlL ™ dhES ^d :miiqu:hc5" Jahangir's was a collector's 
passion, not greed; he prized objects of value, tint Of luch cost "He 
Mtjects nni UiB value of anything but rani), in everything insomuch that 
^ hr ,'- nE ' v fangled toys would give him high content, though 

iheir ’.aluy were small, for he wS nu worldly wealth or riches. 
pt|fi«»smg an inestimable treasury/' noted the English in Suifll in 1609. 
Among the presents givE-n to him by R W . whal Jahangir prized most 
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njjjntings. and hi had them copied and used its murals m palaces 
^,1 tiinib? And ^ben Hoe showed lum ,i mini quire painting r..f hus 
Jahangir had five copies of il made fur presenting Id hi.-< 

nrinripal WiVi#. 

jhe J&jm fc B nVi ' Mhiutgir religion;. paLtitm^i, and Ihcy loo wer.- 
,-miitid as docorahvc murals Motes Feman. duenrirn- ,r On i ill oi Line 
|,j iho hal I-- he had pamteJ figure', of (hi: pop*, tile Emperor, King 
3 'lnlJp. the Duki’ of Savoy, whnse purtraits he possess^dj j]] pn (ftelr 
fldnruig die hojy cross' There was even s mur.il oi ihe Virgin 
Mary on ihn wall of fhe throne balcony, say h Gucmim which pleased 
dir jEiiilb, for they could tell ihuir tieads even its Ihi-v bowed to the 
irtfidel enipiifor 

Court paunters nlways accompanied Jahangir :nn ho toiirs, and 
iv tukc. I at the 1 interface of his Lnkrust in art and nalure studio— ihey 
paintod precise pecturiis of birds and a. mm a. Is, npoH trom vivid poru at'. 
0 ,- pp^pje f.Thmtgir nls..n rohunissJonei'E a mirtthfr of political painling:. 
;1 | an qlJegoric.il nature, like Iho one of hlmttlf with lh<' Shah of r. riia 
When [rayiit Lilian, one of Jahqngir's ’'lotimate attendants'' (who iv- -r 
Ali dieted to alcohol and lipiuJU and hpd been reduced ID sJun and 
bone*) was brought to the palace in a couch In take leave of Lhc 
unipemr, Jahengkr, though touched by his appalling condition, was 
detached enough to order .i drawing to hr mad^ rst the dying min, 
beenuio, as hu pul Lt, ,r though painter* have, strived much m drawing 
an umacjMed face, yet I have navei seen anything tike dus r nor nw.n 
approaching to it.- The- portrait is a Mughal class Li 

Lit (If ,s known aiiDiil Jjh.mgir'. inledSl m iUfthltefturcv hut Ju-, 
unlike Akbitr. tD have disliked Hindu architecture On VLSItmg 

Ihfi Hiiiithambhor fori, be fr^und the rooms there airless an.i cramped 
"Built after the fashion of I he Hindu* they did not pie iw me, r.or 
war. I disposed to stay there/' he writes Elsewhere be writes. Fhc 
buildings Hindus construct after their fashLDn, however much they 
decorate them, art nut pleasant " 

Jiduingir undertook no m^Jer building projects of his own, though 
he does mem boil in his memOilf* that 3.1C- once sent m irchited '* 
Lahore J 'Ui build j fuvtldsome palace for me" He did intervene m the 
coiistruclion of Akbarfs nuiusolriun at Bikandra blit .ippqrently only to 
restore Afcbir's original design In the first couple of years oi his rcJgu, 
Jahangir, because nfhft pnwft upation with hi* son KhuSnW rebellion, 
ctruld not pay much atlnnliun to \h? or action of Lhe tomb, and when he 
visited the Site to the third year he foitod, he says., that lhe builder? 
"‘had alien'd the original dcss^ « lhejr discretion.' He iherafqra 
onierad '-the objectionable parts" Co he pulled down, and 'by degra.'S 
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J1 very large and mngni/tanl building was r.used wlth , 

round “ b y A ,uft V K»te ‘-«n>H 5 linK «r mnm ,‘JZ f*n 

Btone, U( C1 > wtuic 

fahangir had Babuj'* pass. on for y^nuig, Jnd w l 
camped fax Any length t?f tun.’ he tried to cnhuncb i| iR h ' ^ lle 
F*f b V oul pleasures and he has to his cr&i| fht . h,, T.° F the 

d! t]lL ‘ Mughil , hc Sh^Iimat- Bagh w Kaehnriiv on the tin ^ 

-i S run,l the backdrop of the great mountains. ,1 perfect nremdruJ t' 
incurable romantic J marlnl r& r An 
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lAhlANGtR HAD ON the whole an easy lime i»f being the emperor He 
!£ = ed a very peaceable feign 'anti was] equally beloved by km 
Z-J& .md his neighbour*.,'' i*p Jean-Baptisfe Taverner. .1 r rmdi 
,, W c1-merchanl m India m ll\e. mid^varfeenth century Lonfumtf 
Vluj^ial chromcScr Muhammad A mm 'At the present lunt Ihe 
„p| t „f (his country, whether rich or poor, high nr kits axe in the 
!' ovment df nil I he blessings of comfort and content, and slumbering 
M.*oue from all danger " F acts generally corroborate tiuisa views Bui 
the: tranquillity that the Mughal empire- enjoyed al this iinie w;i'- more 
a beii oust of Akbar than an achievement of Jahangir Afct-.ir Iwd ^ 
dedstvely established his authority, that hts reputation of invincibility 
like a force-held, continued to propel the Mngh.il emperors tong aflor 
his death Jahangir could ic-iC on Akbai s laureb 

A* we move from Akbar to Jahangir, the tempo of history change 
from hyperactivity Lo languor, Thun.' was no unit-worthy expansion ui 
I he empire under Jalumair, only a few minor conquus-ts, though he lud 
to bs credit the final subjugation of dufiam Mewar, he k. 1 pocket of 
Haipul rc&tnnce H& itiigp was also relatively tree of ™l°* 
except tor pne at the vary Imgirmtag, and twu Inward, die Cl Hi c>n tnc 

debit side, he lost Kandahar tL> remia. 

On his accession, Jahangir pardoned, as hn had promised ha wwld, 

I he usurpation manoeuvres bf his eld.«1 son Khi-siav, and restored Hum 
to favour, 1 hough, a, .:i precaution; L 1 earutut watch ■,-!■• kept r hr... 
khusiav w» then barfly eigii 1 «n. and the xsmbh cpwr® °t at non for 
hn WW4ld have bssn to win hath Jahangifa tn.Il Bad brie bji™. 
tor ho had, as tJw oldest sen. » hit d ’ ln “ of ™‘''' er ' dm d ™ <*?? u 
the normal cuLii'SE. 

0u1 this was not KhuSrav'S d«Hny Hu was a popular prince 

handsome and chatming-' Hr was a Ftan “ 

uresvnea Md fine carriage, w eKoedin^y h“™ !he « 
moele the verv love and delight el thorn," says retry -hoi he '“ J 
oa strength el dwtohor, tor to t tnhsritod bom I* Ka iP .,t toother , 
tmdmc^ towards neurosis 'I mvanablv found JQnjarat praoccupjw 
tod dLstrect-d." holes Jahangir Khuswr hod fantasized about being 
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ih< emperor, and could not reconcile himself In wiiJtbm out |„ 
hfctimv lo Mcwid the throne Purthermpif he hud mi r<i ' J,LllLT ' 1 
[uhanipr and often slathered him Openly. He Uincu'd U,S}uV f( ' r 
suited to nili?. ■ 



AsKhusnr, sulked .In htttemew and frustration l u was ,, 

Jhn i(j 

tier 

min 

and from his 41 want of experience and prudence 1 ' r 7 V ° ut ^ 



mla hy the usual hand of sycophants and slnfe-monem- 

aW ™ d r™™ »y S Ji.h.r fit r. unmu Srt 9 

mhuon^- of tW.il tumpaniftj ■-, [jndl got SOlfle absurd nulmtr m i , 
lu\id,' because of ihc petulance and pride w Inch accompany ” " L ' 

inrl fmm Kit * l I LlBrt ► r - if rntan n,u.i . .. I 1 I ■ 



° n tith April lean, five mftmhs after Jahangir's accr*n» 
Kiiusrav brake nut m rebellion. That evening, on the prri<-xt Lit v '.' ri ' 
Akbar’s tomb, lie secretly sot out from Agm with a 5ma|] 
contingent The flight was disran^d by a lamp-lighter who f OUl Ij 
Kiiusrav s mansion empty and reported the matter to officios, p^J 
tvlio had by then retired into (he harem, way C 7 al]«l out n m | Jn [ Q 
He ordered Immediate pursuit SimulfmiMJuslv, messengers woe nished 
,D Rn i asthfln !n tecaU. for the defence of Agra,, the army that had. been 

«g™* Me war shortly bpr^Jnhangh* feared that there might 
cilhen- behind his son's rovdlt and dad nol waul to (aku any rhano'y 
ntu next morning Jahangir himself sat nul in hut pursuit of Khusmi 
on tite way pending back orders to Agra to imprison the miiw D f 
Muhammad Hakim,, reasoning LllJ.fi "if my son mold act m the wav fae 
had done, wfa.il might I expect tmrrv my uncle ■> sons?' 1 

KhusniV. Jahangir feared, might fits to I he Usbegs or the Fersiaru 
■and thus dishonour would fall upon my throne". Such Was tils 
fljteturUtlon that he even forgot to take "the allowance of ophiisi" that 
morning /ays Jahangir 'My distress arose from iSio thought that my 
- QJI ' any cause or reason, had became my enemy , ‘ Hib b'iltemesk 

! lardcn e d his heart When I he flnur assigned lu pursue Kllusrav asked 
Tahangir how (he pnnee should he deal* with, he urn directed (o (real 
him as an nTdiriiLn rebel "Spvureignty dotW not regard the relation of 
father and non, and it is said, a king should deem no one hu relation,’ 
said fafaangtj. 

initially ii was thought that Khusrav would head for Bengal, where 
his maternal uncle and former champion, Man Singh, Was the governor 
but it was westward that he fled, storming past Delhi towards Lahore 
rt ‘* Khusmii' precsi-ifed. his forces swelled. as turbulent element? in the 
countryside joined him, lured hv the p respect of plunder U-ut I lie 
increa?.' in numbers added nothing to Khusrav's strength; m fart it 
weakened turn, inr the rabble loosened miluarv discipline and 
antagonized the populace. " Everyone whom they met on die road they 
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and took from horw u citts- J lhang i r 

TZZ* and traveller? were pillaged ami wherever then 1 insurant- 

MEtOlIU - r. 1 1,. , r .J .luMrx.n' 



plundered. 



there was no security for Ihe women and children 
WL ' |1 | j n ^ way through Punjab, Khw.rav nought die help <*i Cum 
gjnjrh, the patriarch of the Sikh:- Tlie guru ,\l first refun d to help 

■ 1 sayiiiR 'b aL wh '' ll-L ‘ ver money he bad wns ter the poor not for 
h,r hut wh™ Khusrav pleaded that he was dentilute, ihe guru 
^ vC j. L ' im 50 i )0 rupees El was an , k [ of charily— ttte guru was not 
^□porting Ihe pfince'ji rebuilion 

■ Anting al Lahore, Khusrav proceeded to hr s, ego the dty wilh □ 
rabbN of same 12D0D men, but when the impetu! force? arrived in 
l'uniiih, he abandoned the ■.•■i.ege and turned Lu ronfrard them Jahingu— 
^lt!' encamped at SuJtanpur, about eighty kilometres south-caal fil 
LnSirirL _w,i 5 Juel sitting down m a meal when the new. was trough: 
1(1 him Mint ihe b.itiLo was joired 'DirucEly I he.'ird it, allhuiigh l had 
I very good Appetite, I merely swallowed a mouthful far gon.l luck 
,,nd thci'i mounted.' write? Jahiingir He called for In'- padded great 
toil, hui drd not wait for it nar dui he wait for his escort to fuem, but 
hastened In |oin ihe battle, armed anly With i ?WonJ -ind a spear, and 
iccompanied by some fifty cavalrymen, Bui before he reached (he 
battlegTound, Khusrnv had turned and fled 

Adrngnel was iirmcdistcly spread for the pmnet, I wj- determined 
lhal J ’would not return till 3 had got him into mv hands/’ writes 
Jahangir. Khuaral and his comrades attempted to escape by lieeing 
across’ the Ravi at night, but the ferrymen ml used to carry diem and 
when they tried lo row thenl^lves across the river, their boat drifted 
,ind ran 'aground. In Ihu morning iW hapless, mimHlited rebels 
surrendered, and they Were taken m chains Lu Jahangir, who had by 
Uien amved in Lahore The rebellion had lasted just over three ^ K! - 

Jahangir w-as- overwhelmed by live new-, ot iOvvisr.iv s capture and 
had to retire to bin private lent to compose himself He then convened 
ft durbar to receive the term at surrender of the rebel 'Khaim v was 
brought into my presort with tus hands bound and a /ham on 
hu teg and lie was Eed up from the left Side, aKOfdmg to (he mte of 
niLivm? Khan. The prince w,w flanked by two minis, hte prmepat 
suppnrtem., and he stood between them "trembling and weeping 

write? Jahancvr cotdly , , , 

VVhetfc Khusrav tried to proprate before Jahangir, he was curl!', told 

in stand back- There Would tie m, mercy tor the rebels Ihe prince was 
torthwitlv ordered to ba confined in pmiOn. Id, tegs diulnad Ilie two 
rebel nimh were Stopped miked and sewn up tigblly m the fresh ^tr,‘= 
n/ m ’vn and a cow. Ld paraded Ehruugh the streets of Lahoru seated 



257 



lilt Mmol I I'M I'Mit 



Dn vv,lh thl ' ir fa® towtri* the toil, ortE. 1 Of Ihem n e ,, i. 

nrdiuL a* the atari a I skin dried In Hi* sun and squeezed t ™ "' (Jle 
but the other somehow survived Some WO nlrtm lh 

impaled ,iJive— the ‘'most e*crudaiin K duiie^™ ^ 

. double ™* of 5t .,k K .. >lnd Mfc 

Ltieni nr art to review thnl grim ^ Qrd of hmoiJ » ™ fi ®n 

™ 5 5C1 °™« «'||]1 fihqi l,v die cruel turn ofwfcnh th n 1 » Vnm ' 
nh- AOr drank for foe spaev of tiinso d,iv, and three nighK vvhUn^ 



h we, not however Ute end of th, Khusrav Ailg3& 
i.ihingir proceded to Kabul, in parry m anko^tod 
,^ui,L Knndjhar. in Kabul Khusrav raised h JS hand E ^ 

n g ,nn. luring his i.ulur into an assassination plot And ailc ’ ^ 

Jahangir moved swiftly and ruthlessly to quell the imnlt -|h e Dri _J?"! 
conspirators wens summarily uKecufod He even considered es J? 
Khusrav, but held hi, hftJld ‘ Although KhunJ had b^rtSS 
gusli-, Oi improper net, on. and was deserving a themed punishment, ' 
' ¥fl '“ \ ".st paBi-mol nihviiun did not allow rae to iafc* h „ 

Tn hear With ±uch ivicke J ^oceadfog? was incompatible with the rut, - 
of government and policy, yet I overlooked lus offence,, in d lie W1B 
hupt m great .cumfnrt nrtd ease. 1 Kliuev w** however blinded tn 
incapacitate him from causing further troub it though Inter, on'lhe 
vntmart- pf bis sister?, physicians; were allowed to I rent the prince and 
1Lq v ' 5Lori ^ vai partly restored For a while hi? Was even allowed in 
allend the court 'Bui he showed nn s,igni, of I rankness o£ spuLt," iiavs 
Jahangir, -'and always seemed sad and downcast, so t forbade his 
ftT-mmg to SCu mu '' 

Khiismi. remained tn confinement for about fourteen years. Hf- was 
I hen released, and there was said to have been an effort Ed rehabilitate 
™ m Ina nymgi^iirn to Ladli Begum, daughter of Nur Johan (Jahanmr^ 
all-powerful queen) by llUr first marriage Rut the prince, bent on seh- 
destruL-lmn. refused . In the end, he was pill m the custody of Khurram 
fi-hsh Jaiianj and he died ui Burhanpur un 1622 under mysterious 
circumstances Khurram nepurLud that he had died of colic, but mmoL, 
had it that he iva.s murdered on Khurram's order— wduch is not 
improbable, considering KhurrWs later liquidation of hi* rivals to the 
throne Another casualty ol the Khusrav rebellion was Guru Arjun 
Singh— he was executed for aiding the prince. "Having confiscated his 
property, ] commanded that he should, he put to death," Writes Jahangir. 



KhfU SKA V S REVOLT FPKCED Jahangir Id shelve the grand plan bF 
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l ir bad conceived on hi* adqeasion—to suhiEuc Mrw.ir. tlwn to 
Ju5 suzerainty over the Dcccan, and finally to conquer 

Td'nw ".w— tor. as he P"‘ 

Tlh'utfi <i fcrwg -kouhS srizr Jilt 1 «*wfi efmirt 
LfjJJ rL'L'iifrf Jutour fp tab: t'liVrs 

M hal empire wo?, stranj; nnd .H^curv enougli for foh,ingir to 
, ^ch grand imperial projects, but it- is doubtful whether 

Lk in, out the impednnonL ai Khusrav's rehcliton, he had the physical 

W mental .lamina «quH*d tor the endeavour As u was lie fold to 
. . himst-lf wiEli i few m mnr cohqimsts Eastward Eliv Mughal 

Tpifu now mipaodcd mto Cooch Ifotiar further east, Kamrup was 
6 nmicfed and even Assam penetrated The htU fortresn nt Kangra u 
S-M 5 tpm Funiab, which had nil dw. defW lie wac 

rt-duced. Ihere were also soma minor gains in Ons&i and kjui-.hh 

lKllL nie proudest achlcvemerit of Jahangir was the subjugation oi tfo 
Rart3 at -Mewar laiiangir had a guiltv conscience about Mcwm, tor Ihe 
■ -st of subduing the. top i.ifld b™^ twice entnisied to him by- vl.h.r 
nxi c] op, both ixcasium hu had shirked the lesjwnsibiljly ^ 
L,,iwciTi the emperor and ihu toa was targuli one □! ' 

ivfntorv or power rho Mughrtk had .-dread* sc.Kd the plain-. VI 
Mcwiri and had driven the to* deep into the mountoa^u ihen wa: 
JSing more for them to M Hpm him fospnde Vat Ran , 

despite < 1 H hi? hardships and his near iofcii isolaLmn, would not ™bmi 
Immediately after his accessfoij Jahangir had sen* “ >y m ? ^ " 
Mewair under hb son F am* but Lhe campaign had fo be .jhardoriec 
because hi Khunrav-. rebel I mi) The mpmiEni Jatogw wab i "-' ^ 
enemy v/ilhiTL, he turned to .Mfiwar again, sending MoluhBi Kh-n. 
Abdullah Khan and Prince Kliurr.im m succession agamst toa .Anar 
5m S h Thv long war of ettribon had already ^wusled foe km, * '■ ™ 
,e^ and now relentfoss euljlan. pressure broke hB will to ugh. 
E” & U he at submitted, ending the conflict that had begun forty- 
Lht years earlier when Akbax first mvadcvl hfowar tor 
a price and the fcma had paid for it far more than he could aiford 
' P When Arnar Singh sued for peace Jflhangir mstructeto Knurram ., 

treat trim chit alrousty, for he was, sity* J^an girt ' always desirous, a, 
treat ntm cn. J , h ,. „|. L inmi LrPs" The pmu* Reived Ui, 

^S l courtesy and honour when he arrived at the Mughal cwp 
Ran.T wi h nur ^ clasped his (KhunamM feet and asked 

I- & sw ^ ph-a a » m 
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and coruoled him in such .1 auAnrr at to comfort him «■ , 

The Remn and the prince then exchanged gifts. L 

Thu terms of the settlement fere ,1 dever formula ihm *.1 
the- ■•clsfsleem nf boili the Ran.i nnd Ui H emperor-Ht« 1 
ux person, and this saved (he Mughal face, hut the R arn 

age) 1 mm attending the ompemr’^ fiS" ****** 
ivhiuh saved rhu Rana* face. Meivar mdudtng Chitor Wi = ' s ' P 0 * 0 "- 

*» *7 “ hti IV' **“• *“ S»»* SHI for it RjJa h.T«!“ 
Mu S hnk 5 «' OTd Hitfr UteTMb by laying down ih c --JZ 1 “» 
Chttoir'h fnrnficatifins should never he repaired ‘ SD " l|kl1 

After Amur Singh’ s formal ttorrendtjr, Khurram end Karan e t 
the crown prince nf Mewar *ei out for Ajmer who* to, 
tlien encamped faiidngir appointed Karan Singh as a wmLnl ) 
MXU. 1 . J high r,mk. As t( was neoisary to win the heart of Karan L!* 
■a as of .1 wilri nature and had never seen assemblies and lived vJ!- "' 
tin- hills, ! every day showed him sumo fresh favour," Pth^ ^ 
UliL-n he returned [o Agra Jahangir coinmemofaUid his tridorv oS 
Mewar by installing full-fitee macfcfe statues of Amur Singh and Ka 
Smgh in [lie garden below the jharokha balcony of fj| c^irl 



M h- AJ\TTME, EVEN WHILE, the Mewar offensive was going cm. Jahaneir 
had re -limed Akbar's interrupted Deccan campaign Here Jahangir's 
L-h id adversary was Malik Ain bar. an Abysriman slave who had. r%m 
io .i high position m She service of the sultans of Ahmadnag^, w him 
Akhar annexed the capital nty and a good part of the kingdom oF 
Ahmadnagar, Malik Amber retreated to Klurb, where he rai-cd a stmn 
01 Llifc royal family to the throne, and briskly set about to recover She 
te-.l territories, using Etn- Marthas m guerrilla war with deadly effect. 
He Like expertly revamped the state's nwenue administration, tn provide 
A fitran l5 KQfLt itmc base for its military operations hi diplomacy, his 
encfleK* and complex manoeuvres bewildered even his mod astute 
adversaries. 

in ms Jahangir sent AbduigRahim, the Khan-Hdianan. to M 
Di-ccan io restore Mughal authority Though Abdur-Rahun had grandly 
pronu^d quick success, nothing Mint- ot his campaign, “as his 
commanders could not act in concert. Soon Afrmadnagar city itsetf was 
hhi lahangir then recalled Abdur-Rafnm in disgrace, but ihe other 
generals he sen I (with prmcc Parvk in overall command) could ad 
with no greater unity and were no more successful In 1616 the 
southern, command, was therefore given tn Kluirtam, who had just then 
triumphantly compEelcd the MeWAr campaign. Jahangir sanctioned 
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irn tpn million rupee* for campaign expen wi. and when Khurmm 
^ u,i | tj hthnnpu.fr tin? Mughal command post in the Dr-viin. Jahangir 

rinsctf niov<rd to Mandu from Ajire.r, to !■ ■ I- ,u to ihc theatre of 

'^Khurrani, combining military pressure with diplomacy, quickly 
meht the Deccan campaign to a successful -un- lurion, persuading 
Milik Amber and his ally, the Sultan of Bijapur r to restart? tile Mughal 
lufntoflES they bad smxud. including the city of Ahmadnagar .in-J to 

piiy tribute 

1 Pleased, Jahnngtr confertod greal honours an Khurram whm ne 
plumed to' the court "After he had paid me his respects, ! railed him 
, balcony where 1 was sill mg," write? Jahangir, "and with the 
of excessive paternal affectiun and Jove, i mirricdui^lv r up 
an j , oCl k him in my arms. The more he expressed his reverence :nd 
respect for me. the mom my teodemess. increased towards him 
ordered, turn to sit by me" Jahangir poured trayb of genu and .gvJd 
coins over the pi-inceV head, bestowed on him the title 5liah Jahrai 
iljrrf nf the World), and accorded him the unique privilege of being 
n [lowed to &!l to the E>iwan-i‘,irn LI', thn presence of die emperor, in a 
chan- that was specially placed ncir toe throne. Further, he w,i.'- raised 
Eo toe uuprecodenled rank of tjht? cumm.lJitler of 30,W<X and appointed 
as die gnvemor of the nch province of Cujarai 

Bui UnerL: wee nut really all di.il muLh for Jahangir 10 celehraEc Not 
0 J 1 inch of additional territory had been taken, only the rtalus quo ante 
restored E-dcn that proved (u he u fleeim^ gain When JnJumgir returned 
10 die north, Malik Amber quickly advanced to besiege Ahmadndgar 
and then, moving northward, threatened Burhanpur, even Mandu bo 
111 1Q2.0 Jahangir, who Wie- llren m Lahore, once agam dispatched Shall 
jajmn to the Deccan, again with ten million rupees for campaign 

0KF Thte lime Shall Jahan laid down tertM for accepting toe command 
With Jahangir s health imcertam. successjon manoeuvres had already 
begun at the court, and Shall Jfthan WAS une.i5V He did not wart to 
leave fur lrt> distant Dt-«an, separated from the court L". DV?r L50J 
loiometr®, without Home insurance tfl prated 111* interests He Hwelun 
demanded, and received, the custody of KhuW before he set out 

'^''hlthTDcccari. Shah' Jahlin sat alwut hm task With his usual reseluW 
enterprise He quickty rdleved Mandu, Eurhnnpur and Ahmadnngar. 
,md forced Mabk Arrtbar to epU tar peace Under the peace terms, 
Ahm'adnagar agreed IO surrender aU the lemtnru-i- it had seized From 
Ihc MughaJs ^ ^hd cede a tarly-flv^kltomeEi^wide stop along the 
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Midph.Tl hornet In nddmnn Aftatodnagar. Bjk pUr and ( , 

lo pay a fnhutv of Clve 3 million nipixa lo the Mudmh ■ 

Before the monsoon set in m J&2I, $hnh Jitun 
Burtianpur, VKtaiy Juhnngir was * 

ho^evor remained a force to reckon with till he died in , ' Vllt4 ' [ 
liinpr years, earning a rich tribute oven from Mubmid Kh lT1 Vi ^ 30 
L.J Jahangir This Ambai ^ a stove, but an able man ] n \ 
command, m pound lodgment, and in administration & hm* ]r ' 

equal He well, understood the predatory [fazsilti} warfare vAu^' ? 
language of The Dakhm is Killed barjfi-g in He kept down the kuh 1 ' 
spirjis of flint country, and maintained hip exalted position to h 
of hl?i and doped his career in honour. History recarcla 
instance oi an Atysdbiian stavu arriving al such emiiidrcc " " ° her 

I ne capitulation of l he Deccan suttunates in 1621 marked the 7 ^,ih 

o! Cfl,eer T ' l] lhEtl hi * ™gn l«d on the whole gone ^ 

wuh even the triumphs tint had eluded AMjfr turning * JJ r at h *J" 

L?ut soon there would be cine hiimiiLation after another far him h 
lurntory, rebellions and fin.iLSy the Indignity of felog made a 
by one of hu own generals, K Lr 






Another Son, Another Rebel 



VEfs j ^hile JAHANGIR was basking m live- sunshine of hr; [>■• m 
donrs. stnnn'douds were gathering in the riarUi-ivi.-tf, over Kandahar 
The town had changed hands four tunes between tibe Persians and the 
v r, i 3 ,| l „ i ,- sir ,ce Hum, iy an first handed it over 1u the Per-Mn - in 15-1* 
„ ul u 1B jviughal-Perstnn tussle over Kandahar bad been all -dung a 
, 'ivitLsed uf fair, a sort of mBltary minuet, .tnd neither the Shah nor Hie 
! jnperor had allowed it to viiuih! thar otherwise cordial n Lutu>nf.lnp 
Kandahar was not worth » war At one lime ii had been or some 
etroaomu importance, as ft straddled the major overland trade roule 
between India and thu Middle East, but jb importance was rapidly 
declining with the seas becoming the favoured trade highways Even 
the pitgnm traffic from India to Arabia bail shifted lo l he *a rouie 
N l uf Wi ,* Kandahar uf any great strategic value la the Mughal* them 
had never been a major invasion of India through du town In fuel, 
P&r the Pemims nor the Mu B haL were particularly ener^hr. m 
defending (or aitackmg) the town, indicating Its low pnorfty m then 
scheme of things. The Shah spoke ol E&ndahw ** a P«lh ™*y ' 
mud Jahangir called it "a petty village" 

Yet Kandahar, though mmnpflrlaift in itself: m-td m ft the seeds -i 
a Hitiinr confrontation between die Ptefiums and the Mughal, Persian* 
totally had a greater claim to II, by (he forms Of Humayun s agreement 
with the Shah., nnrf they could not allow themselves in be dieatc-d cut 
Of What was rightfully theirs. Oil Ihc Olhor hand, It war not - the 
nature of the Mughal to give away what lie had sei^d The -Ji- ^ 
made a tentative move against Kandahnr early la Jahangirs teygn, l,i- 
did not press the siege, sod it away os the unauthomed 

action Of S provincial officer He requested JahangUt to overlook the 

-S,. die Shah's profession of innoteilte, jahangir was waiy of 
Persian mtL-ftt ions This WSS why early in his reign,, -itter que! ling 

Khusrav's rebellion, be had S™ an t0 tS W f ^ ^ ^ 

Muw, a! the do^c uf hii reign, he -lgam had jwason to ,u,put - 
attack He therefore p3ao«l Kand^bar under a capable general and gave 
hun adequate ford;, to provision the town. But inexplicably be did not 
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m™™ the strength of it*, garrison, which had at ihis time i 
tr> juM a few hundred tidier* Meanwhile loWcirda' the ^ 5f S^ 
,mo!hur Persian .-inbasisadpr, Zamhil beg arrived j,t lli P M uul l 
anil for the Eirnl tfene madti an open claim to Kand^r jW " 
u-aLhnp for fahimgLr's response, the Shah struck and the - it, ■' - ' h?b| 
Persians without much of □ light 



,e| l to (fa 



Sh.ih Abba*, tried to soften (he blow oJ the ^ 

_k /■rtnrilisilnmi jt.w l, - . . . *■— T , 1 . J * 



Proffer continued Friendship Address^ Jnhangfr as n "bmthrr i '" 
■if*" .he Shah wrote -'As Kandahar was hdd by ih e * par '« 

LoJty fairjjy, I regarded you aj, myself and did nni make any obi, p lf 
From feelings of unity and brotherhood wt waited, thinking thP . 
'.rould, after (he manner of your ancestor* who arc m P^od "’' 
voluntarily lake (lie matter into your consideration When you i 

lo d( ' 1hj; " ] repeated ly by Wntdng and Vurbai messages' dilSty and 
indirectly asked for the disport of the question, dunking foal perhac 
thflt potty country was not regarded worthy of your notice r ~ 

The Shah then described the cimunstariCK in which he 
Kandahar— he had. he s«d, gone hunting near the city, hoping that fa 
would be received as an honoured guest by the Mu'gha] commander 
thartp but facing obstinacy, invested and took ihe tort Tim incident fa 
hoped, would not disturb the friendly ndationsdiip between the Uvn 
empires ''May tlie cver-vwnal flower of union and cordiality remain m 
bloom, and every effort lie made to strengthen the foundation b| 
concord and to cleanm.' die tount.urs of disagreement,'' wrote Abba 1 ; 

1 Vou will regard all our dominions as belonging to you, and will 
proclaim that it {Kandahar) has been given up to him (Abbaij whJio-jl 
any abjection, and that such tnfles are uf no importance ' 

In has reply, Jahangir presumed to treat the Shah's letter Lis .1 
'laving letter apologizing'' for hi& action over Kandahar, hut nevertheless 
Went on to call ihe Shah □ liar and a cheat, though by cLfCumiocutinn. 
Lei it not he hidden from too workl-adoming mind of any enalleij 
.und prosperous brother that until tire arrival of the letter and mpsiga 
braughl by Zbunbil Beg no mention had been made by you in fetters 
nr veiDOl message of VOur wish tor Kandahar," said faliangji iu 
bus sweetly venomous letter ' In the jewelled and pearl-dropping 
Ivtler Ifieiit through Zombi I Begj ihere Wfli no mention oi ,| wish lor 
K •in'dabor It wa- mtnhoned verb.lEly by Zamhii Beg. In reply. 3 smi !□ 
hull tti-it i made no difficulty with regard tn anything (hilt my brelhc-i 
wished . * 

So, wrote lajhingir, he was " entirely as ton [shed" [hat the StliiJ'l (onlc 
Kandahar by lotto "‘What could there he in A pelt V village that hr 
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• I mji nuL to 1,1 ~ 

" IiL;3 li mi and brotherly feeding'? Up iu now (he reluirionsbip of 
. i' i c I stands firm But it would have bi cn right and bralherly 



, , 1 nut ici take it, Hind that he itanild shut hi* e yev to so much 

sHpuld fwi UUL 

friend* ^ 

tirnt ^^ j-g^uld have waited till tin; arrival of the ambassador Pcrhips 
l * U ” ,L ' L. suecesshil in the object and claim for wllich hr- (1.1 J 
, May Gpd prisserve you a. all imies 1 
c, ' n '' , anJ p jr . iVa L, furious- KandahLir ibd not m, liter But hr prestige 
He honour bound in oirike back Fsirthur, there was i toar il--jt 
: \ n yur Persian invasion of India through Sind migfii he in the offing 
i in'jvrir therefore began ti> make eittensivL* mihlary prepnr.i'inns, no! 
"fiLy to retake KandnKnr, but tn Invade- Khurasan anil maybe wen pu'-Ji 
" n y to ,htt fteStan capilal Itself, in alliance with ttn; Urfieg rak-r of 
garniirkand, imam Qub Preparations were also vus afool to meet the 
junjv and transport rerjuiremenis of ,i rast army marching througti 
'' ’J fJL .| y pppulalcd. inhospitable regions Shah jahan, the victor of 
Me war and the Deccan, was summoned to command (he army 



LIN RECEIVING JAHANGIR'S order, Shah lahrm obediently sef oqL 
j-jcm Burhanpur But a^ he proceeded he seemid tu have second 
ihnuybt:, At Mandu h&luilted Something about (hr proposed campaign 
butnered him and he tarried there, saying dut he wuold advance 
f Ll r i h lt only after the mins Also, he laid dmvn several amditians for- 
toe command of the Kandahar campnign-hc wanted 
command of the army, the governorship of Punjab, and ilw- grcit hat 
„i Rpntoambhur to he given to him tor the safe residence o ire, family 
shah Johan was cieedy worried about what would happen if Jnhangir- 
who« health was rapidly f.nlmg-hud while he wee away from India 
Tahangir was dismayiM by Shah Jaiv^ S apathy in the face of I he 

pJL s i- 0 „ *L. &w* m 

like betrayal DrnmctoristlcaUy, his altitude lowunis Shah Jahan now 

Worn to I^r disfavour "Hu, repot, wae 

read 1 ' writes lahangir 'T did not like toe style of its purport hot toe 

n-quest h, made, end, on the con.rary, ^ ^ C 

iNpp.irEnt hue had Fallen mtO hifi mind, =mf£ I he had l let foil Itom 

he; hand the rems of sntf-CoaLfol 

Around tois time, m*%encc reports were tjwed ?. the vo-urr 
that ShdTlah-.,.' hiid W ^ Shahryardahcugir's (toun^-t 

sbto^d Nor Jahan, and (bat there was a ri.^l bahvOert .*£■#** °* 
”, “ aKnrt Sltahryar over the disputed poS«?Wiqn of Dmilpur 
Shah L u , iHL-ftmed to be heading inwards npen r-ibelbon Incensed. 

jnhL^ "df»* tat aU Jstam. **■» «• hjd “B-** ““ * 
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hk favcrtmte Ron— "whom I considered m .ill things l he f,,^ t 

-hoMid henceforth be railed |)i daukt, Th,. Wn*lrh i '' 1 Inv 
aswl that lh<- kindnra which I have b.cstavvetl \iym hm^' S ^’ ly 
lia * ever yel bestowed upon a ^on 5 exnlirjd hMiil* ' T*fe 
i^rd or .,1 st n nd ard .md drum The pen cannot , le&ril*. al j M * , h| ™ 
done far him," he writes And he cursed "When, with a fadmr'lk 
who [has] raised him 10 the great dignity (lnU d m \Jr'' 
nnthniR he act 5 in tins manner. [ appeal ID the [Ushee of Allah , H 
may never again regard htm with favour. 1 ' 

Jahangir grieved that in pain and weakness in a warm ■ limufe n 
1S cilfendy uhsufted to my health, 1 must still ride and be ,„n w , , r I 
m this shite must proceed again .1 such nn undutsful son ' h d^tra^i 
Imtu that A number of Im- ntfrcer* had jomud Shall Jali.in ir r.^tl.nn 
M.uiy servants cherished by me tor lung years and raised b ih. 
^ipntJ oI nobility whom ! ought to employ today in war , n ™ irvU t Z 
Uiibeg and the Persian, ! must punish fur their vilenesa and desimv 
them with my own handy f he writes Jahangir ivn$ espcmnlly ktlc-f thal 
Abdur-Rahitn, I hr Khaa-j-ldianan (who was his own guardian onou 
,ind had in fact joined him m hn revolt against Akharj ?,\v mid aide with 
Shah ldum ''In the seventieth year of hin age Jhe] had blackened hk 
ii.ice With ingratitude/' writes Jahangn about Abdur-Rahim ■■p.Lit 
was by rikturc a rebel and a traitor Hi s father, at the dose of hJs d.v^, 
had acted ui the same diii useful way towards my revered faihei 

fn tin 4’Wif (t u ul/i nib bfiofTits J'.vlf 

Ettn fftoitgh n-ared by W,i!l " 

Events moved swiftly now Jahangir ordered that if Shah Jah.dji was no! 
wilLuig lu head Lhe Kandahar campaign ho should immediately send to 
LdiOre the officers anti the army that were with him m the DetOlft He 
then Appointed Shahryar iis commander of the Kandahar forces, .tnd 
transferred to lllm Shah [nharVs jagirs in the Ganga-Vamuril du.ib, even 
KisHr Firoza, the heir apparent's |,igir 

Dismayed by the -a verity of the emperor's responf.e to lu:- ten La Live 
revolt Shah Johan apologized and sent his Piwiih (O I ho tuurL to 
eolrvat with Jahangir 13-ul ] took no notice of him and showed hint IH'I 
iavouE, ' writes Jahangir Hls heart had hardened. against lias favourite 
son, 



WHY WAS JAHANGIR vo implacable? Because of [lie influence of Mw 
Jahan, In- dtutiir'Eenng wife? lie was very much under her sway at tins 
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. v, unlikely &t he would have taken any major dvuston 
time. 11 , ]IPT . Yet it seems probable that even without her 
wilbc-ui L ; 111 ' J nu u haVl . acted m the maimer h® did fhi his 
.idvtfif P ' L1|lrt . m uch in character, and similar to he. re n cbm In 

^ LJn ' e Mh.n sffventecn year- earl id A son who hud «bell&d 

j! Zt« . had to be <Mk Wife ,■ -ud. n,,- 

^ r 'l _Pj vjeW Jahangir did not have Akbar 's st.rerglb nl hiracu-: 
lV,lS ' 1 , ‘ 1 m ind to accommudate and maiuige human fuiLhif 

»' ™ 1 -tt. - nn. why w m » tanh. to 

. ^ ^ rrbdM at <01 H. h«d ewivlhins e»ng (»’ hf» Hl ’ 

’ prastige ..ml width w«c with ss m* «W«< hy any 

f? h, I wlr« h'U him, und hr- hi. L 1 bto <fe.6to«l * tht !»•«■ 
Ipfrati By Mbrfling hi- »» bbtog M tot ft* *h.l »» ^.ully 

i1 j„,ji r his It did nut make sense, 

WAA at LJu? to, thirty v«rs Old, about the same .igf al 

. - , f haneir broke out in rebellion dgauisl Akbar, so was he 

U»« *»to n.i:- IJnlilw Afcb,.. 

Tko w« in vigomua hoallh when lahKigir rebtUtd, Jahaipr was ». 

* K ! Stolen Bin nahto coiima i>( warns 6Mh Jah.m wtod to 

£ wk. «mi» — w «- y« *'■ = uK r d 11 c ™“ 

m lhsrlfom have bear, ,«[.»' Ihal ilrovr him «... 
r 1 n F-ir -1 rebelled |ubL when his succession seemed imminent. D 

Whi ?^ a = r wto°stoJ r t.wto S wh I— 'I" 13 «' p ^ ^ 
Who, nr what, s g^' Jtjhail [ ia d been AttieS for mdny 

Jlhan7 TtewTn much her favour ^Jahangir's Yet Shah Jahnn 
y* A ™* nnU hc waB , ,1il M.a w ..1 the hdiyappanent, hut she nut 

had guod reason to resent her _ ^ c „p JfB . Shu was in fact 

^ ™ the second P™ am that role «, atn, 

$1 de fact ° “^fTckah loliEin succeeded Jahangir, she ndwd Icamg 
Jahangir 'E. death? 1 si J [cesser 50, ^ Jahangir's 

ilST pnvlle B «l position , Sh»b Jahjr LlwcrgyJ Tbry 

'’“IB. takA *. m toy "ull haw. it Did tte U«n dnv.! 
bath wanted power, but omj ^ 

Sliah ] ohoi'i into * * The Mughal court 

» 15 wl^ Lun^f ruL^ for over JuE.od .round, 

was a -.nalw. pi >■ mUEinenL In such an environment it was e 1 ■’■ 
distorting tort». W.'T SJ a mJ1Jor LVlUU fvrtlici, astrologers 

miter rote „ any devebping tors « — M 
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EndtLi, and we dp not know what pari (Jiny h'Hj Ln SI 
rebellion Not do we know thv exacl rale of gfrah h i,"' . 1 l,llls 'Pi , g 
According to Jah-in^r, Shah chief &dvi ^r a U ‘ ! ! ^ Vh]Xt " 

gLiitk La !hr desert of error*— lvas a brahi§n officer- n Im ,- L s I" 1 ?' ' ,li * 
lvIip bore tliv LitJe Raja BiknunafU and adminuldred Gunr " ] ]' 

Ijli.in "When the futile idea* entorerf his (Shati few-i , " 

mind, he sent fbr that dog of a Hindu, who wu* alwav^ 
chain nf enmity and perversity/ say^ Jahangir ' ' ’a!? 

TIutl. were probably al^Wm factors involved— if 1^ 
tender die Lrifluunce of Nur Jahmi. Shah Johan was similarly S'V^ 
influence of hi? wife, Mumtai Mahal Mumtoz was Nur h- m ^ 
but given the imperious character of the two b ceuths 
- susceptibility of clflse relatives among the Mughal* tn 'h' 
Adversaries, their relationship could not have been cord ini 
A crucial development that drove Shah Jahan into rebellion 
i.n have been th* betrothal m L&20 of Nur Johan's daughter ton' 
Begum Shohryan which indicated ,1 change m the power 
.ruLH If Shahryan a weak prince; lUnost an imbecile, became emperor 
]L wo ’- lld 5til1 bL ‘ Jahan who would be the power behind the thrarn-' 
Wm; thfs why the hetretfal was arranged? And was this wh.it £i a u v 
snapped I he ralahun.'ihip between Nur Jahan and Shah Johan) 

Interestingly, tlw drat LndlC.ltLon of friction between Jahangir ,md 
tnhah Jahan came around this time when Shah Johan, ordered in 
proceed to die Deccan, demands that he bo given the custody m hjn 
Elder hrnlhcr Kllusrov Bui was the betrothal of Ladli Begum: Lo Shahry^r 
•he consequence or the cause of Shah JahuiVs hostility? And If Shnhnur 
ivas thu nvsl cbiiitrini to (he throne, why did Shah Johan have* tn 
serum Khitsrav'n Custody? Wc dn nm hove the answer? lo Hiss,' 
pustlLS. but circu mst-an tiid evidence is strong that OUe way Or another 
Nur fahrin was involved in I hi.- estrangement between Jahangir and 
Shah Jah^o Nur Julian and Shall J.rhnp had become riv als A collision 
between Lil Cm Wai inevitable 



SHAH JAHAN S REBELLION changed f,ih.i i mgir '’5 prionfcjies Ht; Ivu? 
fust id deni with the Lhreat to h es ih rone before he could deni with 
Persia- He therefore scuttled his Kan dah ar campaign pLms, recalled hus 
trusted central Mahabat Khan from. Kabul and ordered him lo supprr&t- 
the rebellion. Commi’inded Jahangir: 'Take him {Shah Jahim) alive, or 
dmc- hum out of the imperial tomtory.'" F&rviz, the cmperor' , s stsi-ond 
son wa* given overall charge of the camp aign Jahangir, who WAS in 
1, -a ho re when Shah Julian broke out in rebellion ll am proceeded towards 
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. L[ W .1 vast army a* he advanced. so th.i i he says, ' by the 
Apa, fiucli an .irm y had assembled llwl Ibc who!-, 

m m 1 ^ eweted with men ns far as the eye could reach." 

^uphv ' ' ■ . &hah W]t h Abdur-Rahlm at hb Hid r- . stormed Inin 
■plundered ,h D unwii»ed uly-bui could not l.ike the fort und 
. 1 ind tlien swung nordi to muil th.- iJuanCing ini puil.it 
tlj Ln'-iso^ hE ppgjpd u [f [jnm his army and £cnl Sunder Rai 

. Mabahat Khan In the ensuing battle there wa. a imrmmt nf 
10 ° P E^„ imperial camp when Abdullah Kh-in, who cuituniuided 
■ ,| .idvitoce force, wenl over to the rebels with JO/VJCI .nldjvr:,, 
, /Jl! Mahabal Khan managed To rout the rebels. Sunder flu was 
Sad in ihc Bght, and this was a major blow lo Shati titan "One 
,j lh l j, a y (hut his good fortune And cnurage .md umler.dandmg lay jo 

Sdog ef a Hindu/' says Jahangir 

Now Shah Julian was nn the run He retreated rn Mimlu. and n- 
)he uTl n,jn.rl army closed m Hnhaugir himself had moved to Ajmer lp 
wensee ttw operations— lw fled across l he Kannada into the Demin 
Pre sandy, w Jah*^'^ seemed to ?uik. of hears and men 

SL,n in desert trim in hwrfes. Even Abdur-BaJum who w .is ---i ■ ■ 
,-r'iL With Mahabal Kh.ni, submit tod le the HflpefiaJafe Gujarat W.n. n 
was .n Ihe dvirpe of Shah JaJinn and fnm where he hnd 
,. lu di support, was lost Malik Amb.u refused him help md ita ■ ■ 
he lp that die ruler of GoJcomla would give Jnm was to allow Illhi to 

»* ^ M^. = 

Mmadenl <k* pwvincc wiilm.il = f.ght EM. W®' i 

.... jujj arid he advanced triumphantly to a: copy B\hat ami MS al > 

Xm'hi capped rich booty L many dephanfe Rohtas Jaunpiur 
Vftranas, Qtenm) and Allatabihi all felt Id him. For a moment ,h„ , 

bhah =dvj*d hj > ■> !> ^ j( ihs ||roe ^ AWu Wl Kh m 

snis.iv. sh ll. lal - ? f fru5tnttitm Shall Jahan had 

d ’ 16 ' b ' !l,tC " n ,L / Mid new .. m. Ihc end ttu. mad far 
™ a ' e r f/,„ ”'j,Xr Thnrv .,a-. n.. <&** waj m. 
h,m . ' U ; jitter seekins forfiiwrifea softened |:ih.-m S ir .uu- he 

stiah l-ih-Lin - ™«tnn tv-nuld he irranled to him u h- 
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S T ^ T tTf Asi[ ^ rtl Mill held h, , 

and senl Jus mm D.ir.i and Aur-m^eb in jh r . J , f hjK 

were v<u ? Rmemu* icmis. Shah fjjhaq : Q ^n They. 

,hiin W™ been an a h&ml ar fjJ ■** 

thin™ for BhiiJi lahan,, no imprison™*, m bliridi™ Ihs^ 
mppdinM gpttnw* «f , n rental India It Jie *w 

compared to the High porifiorr h* had 
h ]S p nsiipuircrt it was far more than Shah jnlian mold h] , ll! 111 
expect, a -navt dated t p 

Sh.A Jnhan Mfp(ed fte nurtoi*, terms and wi[hd„ w ,„ ... . 
and then to Junnar, to bide his tune ^Vihifc 
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„m<MAH IAHAN in *Mw* .«* Nur J*®* «»*»•. "N* l '“ l 
W ' n ...Winn steadily over u>c P nm ™ decads pcakf'l F '“" llw 
bw " *% tie late mpm* re.gn when At we ™lted to mm m 

Sgg vc,L r«J 1 ’ Rh(? ^dually acquit such unbounded 

l “l d m HbMaitety^mnd tatArietecdlhe reins of 8"™™"' 

to herself the eupntme evil and hr,., mini ndn.nns.Mhm, 
and * n ''b A . ull jb5P i utl . .mUiority till the crmdajsmn or hi* 

^ O ** *-* ’« ? 

rei S n ' , il l m 1d Kjnr was such only ui nnnu.-, *--■ 

* M— md Hfldi confirms. 
« make Z « rnortoh bo. - 

ISd^ffcr™ into *««£ I*. 

in lus «n«» 1T1 ^ n “f ccff 7^L L ^Ji \ BBeret frr.m everyone 
TVhen its writes of an illness w V(jn , B WJyi farvdEr of 

QXHtpt Nuh Julian ''than whom I did nod Lh.rle nnyoan 

me,’ he says l,, v,-^ Mihrunru^iii tjun Among 

feiore nhhte Hnrgr»dfeih«. 

Women, daughter of a di .aw thfuipcted bv mamBge 

Muh-W-d Shard, t«r » * «»“J £“ / f Ktmc5 JL end h. 
tu Ih. MM but after h,s ds *! , ‘S if, oiignrttd to 

*»*• G] ^ US ^ F,ndui e ^ ^ Kandahar m i5T7 on ha way to 

India. Mihmnnisa wn> Lioffi to mm m 

lt * dia - «*.■ P hi= hmti haidilv vaiaGd m the Mughal 

p TO ,n,, mh«rs e,e« ^ ^ Akb J| Lette at FiUthpor Sita, 

empiie, » “f“ i 1 - u,.. ^psnntendem of the rayd l,«u*nr,!d .. 

rote rapltUy 10 be<-Pm L “ ! GKnsa Bee tva-h perfect loi the 

conbdonbai Hl " d ^%^ru P dLtE and SUaVt, Ijeptiwaay jbte r 

ML.gh.il court He w , trt#a CflITU p,! As Muhamin.Kl HadL 

Immeasurably iQ Stably dispnsed Lhat no ™e ™ 

most uncontpionii^s ' md 5€ar]e5Sr 



I L Li M mni.li t MPTR f: 



Bl 'P lva JL PP™^ d ** revenue minister bv fni 
KOHSim and Wi , 5 given the title ItiW-iud-dnuU * Y 1 ^’^ hllJ 
t.ovi-mniKnl. Then for n short time be cjme under , ,‘L , ' lJ '«* 
of ins sorw was eifecuiect for being enthralled in a Khll „ 1 1vhtt1 oti e 
,md he himself vv.is deEa^d for a wfol, But eKk , 

le in fo, ™fo an d rising chart at Ic,mi»d- Uf | * " a * 

^■hu:h would eventually lota him to fchd highest exeruik-u ‘ l J 

umpire. tMl oi Che Vi*ier Ell every post he dCDUpted h "^' lh " 
hurneif creditably "He wa. a wise and perfect V«der *„! ^ U " <ed 
.mri a/fochoiiHte tumpnmar," Cauda Jahangir. TlVDUcb foe w 
^uch a kingdom; was on hr, diftldos, and n is nnt ^ Eb[l . [iT f of 
the power of a mortal to msta even- one contented V nt „ , ' hlfl 

52? r* h a 



from him m an bqiand frame or tmnd h u showed ]n v ih - r 
.oven-igr, and yet left plea*# and hopeful him whu * ^ m 

Meantime. while Ibmad-ttd-dauk v,., en^Hcaljy clonL,,! U .„ 
bidder of access m the Mughal hierarchy, his fofagl daughter \v! 

fiffOWn Lfltfl il hrniTl H fa 1.1 1 i iranr.Hr -mwiA LL. . . i . ” “***■ 



uT^ mT " kCaUlit " [ ‘ VlVaClt,US 31ld tlth3 >' **nte«l voting w-oman 
Hheu Mihrunnis-i was seventeen, she was married off £ l|llfK , 

- nil f im ; nob] «' AJ * c » l ** feb>f!fo a former (abb fl tfond, hl J 
bhah °* ! cr -’ ia ' Popularly known a* Sher Afean (Tiger GiMpd-ri 
0 trHo E |VCfl fo kim by [ahangir for -subduing a tiger unarmed A], Wa s 
a trapping ymnt a great Metier, hut hot-tompemd and maw 
>vtdl n ^Hess ambition that would not bide iLs Lift* Jahangir on £ 
dCL-t-nion posU-J Sher AJgar (a Barddhaman (Itortlwiui) in Denial bm 
™ “ mp under suspicion oF colluding with local Afghan iMurpenk 
1Vhen Qutbuddin Khan, the governor of Bengal, went to mveiie ih. 
caiw, Slu-r Afgan preempted judgement by running his feWord Ehroud! 
Ihs goviimor, but was himself a!a3£ by foe gnvefnor^ gu.nd- 

Tins was m 1607 r when Jahangir was m KabuJ. Later chroniclers 
would lay the blame for Sher Afgan's death on Jfihhngir, but nr, 
ccmletn^otary nf |qU,mgir menhum- ii. not even the European IraveUErs 
who thrived on esotir gossip and would ce^inly We noted so 
r ^fisatiDna] iin mddenl if them Orqd been ei’i'n a ’.vhisper about Jl In 
any case, d Ititwingir desired Mur Whan, there was no n«d for him to 
murder Sher Afgan, he Only had to osk for her, for it was foe Timund 
custom that iJ the timperor desired! .i woman, her hlisbiMd should 
divorce tie j and give her In tile empefOi 

On t^hL-r :Aigan's death, Mihruon isa returned lu Agril rind WSS 
appuinte-d t.idy in WJlitfaig to Rucjaiya Eegunlj Jahangir's slepino!hcr r m 
whusu care 5hfth ]ah*n had also bc-en brought up There '‘she remBined 
Sorw- Lima (four years, in fact) wifopul nutice," says Mu lam id Khan 
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, , ..... , r Fate liad deck'd that she should be (he qu em, of ibe 
hL nlt a i k rontBs of the time, it happened that on the celebriibun 
Jl" w 'Ve!r'P day. in the sixth ye*r of foe Emperor'- reign i Ik! Ii. 
<rf thfi . c ‘ Lls ht his fM'Sefilng eye and .so captivated him Bill hr 

1,yf a S£lTi'f lhe c,f h,s & ‘ 3,K| 

|j * ll i i turn- hihlngir mnmd Mihrumusa. he wa^ e rnu.k m.imed 
)V -ith many wives and rtumernu?, corirubmes. He had gfccnfdmg '; f 
flldC1, II- Wives, and i: 0 ncubmes and women beside - r - pu l:“’ 
lfiTr? . tmt their number a full thousand " Says Hawkins Jahangir had 
w ives., whereof fount be chlefe as queenes '’ Modem 
flu «iw Ihe count aa twenty wives and 300 concubpnes Mur h^n 
' , ^ M wife He had oo children by her 

iSinRir took hts Hr. I wife when he FiW The- bride Man 
FMl wl, l daughter Of N Bhagwan Das of Amb^r Abut M ,v 
Akbor sclecfod her as the crown prince's bnde on pnnciplw of 
h l.dc!i to' ensure good offspfog- But it was a bad choice, esp^n ■' 
e SlpW%f eugenics bofo Man Uai and her father were ment., y 
,,n fS J-while Rnp Bhiigwan Das out* atlemptud -uici-l. and fmally 
L ™ a Kt roil- cnCumstancE5 Man Bill died bv her own hand 

^ h, moth, ^ 

of lihugwan Das Kluisrav W ^ **>*P?Y F^ny «f 

Sk^spi^iSs 

would have given a IT ^ bb Afc A dt rforelU reason tot her 

OF min,, say, fobangir J l3V , d properly to hen her 

suicide: “As tiivTra* j ier ^Ef by takiiig opium ' Whaim-e: 

rrund became jea L> u-; ^ lahangu deeplv mmiffied her At least 

to SUii - s~* to“* r y 

ao heSB«, Ll11 , ... .uv... r „™^n ml that 1 did not '-arc to 
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llVe - md M no ploasuM in life Fnr four night* and d av . 

UiiTly-lwo Watches, in die depth of distress and sorrow f5ij “ for 
tn eat or drink/ Jahangir had a great capacity far ^^eJusic^ 1 Care 



MnfRUbJNlSA,, tVEASITRrUL calm and equable, was ihc eviri 
ol Majl Tial in dwAtiir ,uiet tomporaiaeiu Right from the l ' pp05lti; 
Jahangir placed her on a plane different from that of ui ?? nn “ l K 
wnt^. AL the timiE nf ihetr mnrnagu. tie cave her th- im. vi ,S . °? er 
l, 8 U. 0/ the fchc; toto . ,, !lor ZLi UXX^\^ 

Lh,- iitle Niir fah-m, Light of Ihe World, dn d on Uiu of'S'?** 

she was designate as Padshah Begum, the farsi kdv ' - 
empire. ' n| 



tvii.it wfft Nur jahar-s special hold on Jahan^, this kirj- who i , 
n umn rous wives and concubines? She was undoubtedly an , 

beautiful woman- This * evident from hvr portraits Though T 
paintings, m.my or them tote cnpies. are stylised portrait ]n iu^ 
prevalent mode, and none are authenticated, there ls a toitsisten r , 'j 
features m them which indicates genumrmess The male arlists who 
painted these portraits of course -could not ever havo ^ eyes 'on f.j, ' 
(.Than, hut it is probable that they had the works of artjsb J 

the t ] ftrem a* modeb Besides, they had Jahangir, an authority on 
patnting, in advise them. We jnitsl therefore assume dial Nur rnhan f' 
portraits an? fairly accurate We sue in Lhvm a vivacious Wuman vHa' 
and energetic, her eyes large and iustrtujs, her forehead broad nnd 
opuv lier high -bridged nose sharp. She has a strong chin; her mouth i s 
•:mall 1>ul well formed, with the hint Of a smite playing J,r its comer;* 

1 1 ts a strong race, bui not hard. 

She was as talented os she ivns beautiful, A gifted artist, she 
designed new patterns for carpet?, brocade and lace, and developed a 
distinctive Style m interior decoral ion And. though the herself dieted 
in simple elegance, usuelly m white nr soft colours, the dresses and 
jewellery &he deagned remained in high fashion for well over a 
century Similarly, the recipes attributed, to her are considered to lie the 
Imt^t m Mughabi gourmet cuisint In archiiectiue, ihe broke new 
pound willi the exquisite while marble mausoleum that she built lor 
her father a Jewel of a building and a precursor of the Taj Mnfral. She 
was alio an accomplished port, well versed in Persian literature and 
clever m repartee 

But more thiin every thing else, Jahangir was plea&ed with Kur 
Jahan, for she made a coitsoonq effort to pSuasi 1 him. He loved feasts 
an.i displays, and i.he was invenlive in the Ways to stimulate ]‘i i s jaded 
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■ ] ih ingLf of * fpiist she held Jl Mindy, at her residence 
\nur* and courtier- la Ihr ffcaS-t Which had been 
d by 3 the SMgUTn- ] ordered them to give lire people . up • of all 
p3 2T m intoxicating drinks according to ihi desire of i-.uh . All torts 
L1]1 j | n nip, by way of relish were ordered to be placed 

u^^f^evetyphCi Tl was a wonderful awembly In the heginnuig of Ihe 
u ' k ' !L Uun . lighted lanterns .md lamps ell round the tanks and 
. ,nd .in illumination wiui laid nut the like of which ha? 
rtHrlnns ^ VLir botjn “ranged in any place. The lanterns and lamps cisl 
S rSlectlOd on tine water, and it appeared as if the whole smtwe of 
tsknk was a plain of fin*. A grand cnlcrkinmcnt toolc place, and tin- 
drmkcrs of tiupfs took more cup- than Lhuy cculd. carry 

Nur falian ind Jahangir were good aimpaninii:-., who shared many 
: nte .«h, She was as cntbusiastiL fllwmt hunting a. he waiP, and y,a< an 
..vifllcni ‘-bol. who once felled four tigers |n six shots 'Until now -vn 
^opting was never seen, that from the H>p of mi ebpluir! and 
' f , hewdah Six shok shun Id be made and nut one miss, so that luvr 
bca gs found lid opportunity to .spring or move.' bauH-i l.:ti.mr>^ For 
tins teat Jahangir rewarded her with a at diamond bmoli - worth 
I0DO0O rupees, and also lowered Gratis « ner. And Nur 
[iilian could, like Jahangir. i?n|dy a dnnk-^nc portnut tdiows tier wrtli 

1 Llainty wine cup in hand. 

Thcv were a perfect pair, her strength firming up Jahangir and 
reassuring him of his sell-worth, Rqe nFfers a charming future 

of Jatifllsgjr and .Mur ]ah L in letumiPff .to the camp one m 4 lt t .n n, 
ToanontiC bullock-car! rule all by ihianselyes -R« ivW m ll, royal 
tourtyardr wailing for Jehangir, when "suddi . ly nows came 10 put oul 
,|1 thu King was come, who entered an an open wagon. With 

S" 2 l£l! driwS by bulled^, himself carter, and nn mao near. 

E^gl^n- W« not aliv, to Ui.nMB.nn 

„„i rf that WiMU What «Bd»M hint w th. t»«r 

*it Nu! Jab.1T winldsd Shn " govern", him, and ».nd, him up at her 
treasure " say. Roe. 'All |osllti or tarn or anv Dung or P" 1 ** 1 ' a,h J r - 
either nUpes or depend, on he,. Who a* uoorroaoWn than an, 

tondamnnd tor hot « 

Gendar ^"^wTw'plan-ta ^ 

favour, ho, hn, place ,n tostotv L,y her own 
empire h ^ nktUn. Says hernwr Her 

excep ion i p ^ rendered hat competent to gov ere toe Empire 
Iran scien - ■ ., . l„. t UnJimi: iajuinsni -cid not abdicai' - 
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r ,mv - f 10 Nur he delegated Ll to lier And m ,. ril . , . 

Hd assigned lo hex. and played it with consummate '.kill u n , L ‘ r ° 1 * 
sh * bLHi:l fierdsins power with safety and ^,.1 
tried to retain her rob even after the scene had changi-d an , T ah * 
no longer needed at centre stage, hut it should be al^V,, 1 1 1 Wai 
when she finally lost power, she accepted that too With K ^e ' 
It is impossible to describe the beauty and wisdom offhe n 
sa >:. Mutaid Khan In ary matter that tvas presented t( , 

Ji/iicuLiy arose, she immcdiaftfly solved it Whoever Uucv 'h, “ n 
upen Nr protection was preserved from tyranny and oppressi™ iT 
generosity, like that of her father, was legendary, "if DVn .'.| 1( , 1 ™ r 
that any orphan girl Was destitute, and friendless, she v?oukt 
about her mating?, and give Nr Li Wedding portten ' J ton.m B 
Mutamid Klian it is probable, that during Nr reign no iWth.v-'S 
orphan girls were thus married and portioned " 0 N n site j receded , 
moaemu? the harshness of Mtighnl iustiee. ' In order m 
satisfy her, the pen of pardon was drawn through the record r/hj 
Writer Jahangir of □ man whom N pardoned Sav*. MuhiUntnnd 
Hadi, "Nor fahan won gulden opinions from all people. ri 

But there was one fatal flaw in her She was ,1 worn, in An 
arnbihuus teaman And tn the prejudice of (he age, women had an 
public role, and ambition w as, the preroAtive of men. Inevitably, 
was a steady rumble of complaint Against Min fahan a( the court., ,knd 
m one instance Mahabat Khan, Jahangir's top general, even made hold 
to protest to IN emperor about her "'nit whole world is surprised Uiai 
iuch a wi 5a and sensible emperor ns Jahangir should permit ,j woman 
to have great an mflumice over hun r ' J said MnNbaf Khan History, 
he said r did not record "'any king sd subject to the will of his wife", andi 
he advisc-d Jahangir to [Junk about hov, future generatiOfiS would judge 

him- 



MAHAKA 1 KHAN PROTF 5 TF.D m vain. As the nnonymuus author of 
JnfAJwb-1 J-frJwrtgir-Sftafti puts H, ■'The influence of Nur Johan Begum had 
wrought so much upon his (Jahangir's) mind, that if 2 iK> men like 
Maliubat Khan hsui advised him simultaneously to the same eft'eci. 
their Wfirds would have made 110 permanent impression upon III in " 
Nur Johan s power only continued to grow. 

Day by day her mfluEnoe and dignity increased/' notes Mutamid 
KJuul "II ie Emperor granted NLtr Johan the right of sovereignly and 
government Com wak struck in her name, With this superscription 
'By order ai Kmg Jahangir, gold has a hundred splendours aiided «-:i il 
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^ ie impression of ihe name of Nur Johan, the Oueen 
By Armans also receiving the imperial ilgnaNre, the name 

^ L ^um ^ Q uECn JicgUET' v/li • Jointly attodNd Ai IpA her 

ot 2*|L J such a pass iNt IN king was such only m 

- Sly he save mil that he had bestowed the sovereignty on Mur 
lle h' Ll Wum and would say. r I require nothing Nyund a «w (about 
ZLjam} of wine and half o of meat.- Says Peter Mundy, 
Jfjp h , jL jJl iLj her prisoner hy marrying her faod she) m a manner 

power grew, so did the resentment against her .tmung IN 
h ‘ Put ol Hid problem with the rise of Mur J,ihan Was that she did 
"t ic .Hone Her family rose with her This was Jnev.tafalc. Nur knur, 
lied her family as the medium through which lo serose Nr power 
2 f "ltd pel rule diradlyj by her&fi She had to stay in pnrd-h j and 
L- ,uSd interact only with her family member- Though Mutau^J Khan 
33 ** she did 'Umelitoiis - . - ait in the balcony rf her pahice wii.lt* 

f he nobUs would present theufteelves irtd lister* ilJ - r ^ . tK[ 

, tiUlSid not do.il Itiutmely So |N formatiori of R Kur^Jiihona cbqur 
. , jnE 0 | her family mcnihiTS wu an .idmui Lr,i rau ve necessity 

-f Mur ^ herself, h^ father Mg 
dnuln her brother Asat Khan, and, fur a while, bhah Jahrtn, who had 
Mimed Asaf Khan's daughter, ihe lady of U» Taj [I was ,1 fouftome 
,, (ocmldAk tfllcnlj lilnmd-ud-Jauli rn-'l Aal it - han p™ 1 ™ 

" the empire, .md Shah I, than »* the to-oppaeatt ■> 1 •• 

d,ed and 5 hal, ]ahan Jrepped out by reheljinj. the ffH-Mmrent was 
;... k v Nur J Lilian and Asnf Hum [ahanpir "is king ul n™e only, 
SmFM "While she (Mnrlahenl and her brother Aw. Khan hn.d 

nt «,«h public ttffetm. but behetott 

Thc Kin S f oe& Llt[ ^ Ftlsaert If iinyrmi? with 

- " ~ TcZZ “ - ^ * 

,1 request to make «tW« t T“ . Jeftnite anawtr of Yes or 
to Ki»s !»■« h” mJ /i / Ch Who m the »n,= wav wd! 

Mo, refcirtng tm pn without contmuroradriB wilh h» Haler 

K " ^ * "* !hl ' " 

«-»-W to royal tao,.:. »d 

U. ^ "T S ,™iod“a'.lA ^ “h“ emperor someomm *om B out 
the fniuly ['f ad-ud^laula Of Aid Khan lliuiad ud-daLda U.id ever 
to Jine ') L , ' the royal harem withuul the Udi.es having hi 

Lhe pnviU-ge ui ^ ^ |f ^ two hnN had bawE on* 

veil Ihemselves. -ml Aaaf Klim bruofthl up the 
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bib: of envy in many. especially a* the* advancement 
progress of many other amirs Mahah.it Khan, for msin 1 L ' d ^ 
WLlIiout n promotion for twelve years, which verv likdv 1 J A 1v ' 1s lcft 

■kirKi- li .a ■ i L ■. I i _ i " r ‘ 1 1 ■ » * Pi 



why he pleaded with. Jahangir to curh the power of 

Jahangir MW no new on to do so The an-nneonivnr . ' 
perfectly, for himself as wall ns f ur [he ampin* N’ 0r *^E 
arrangement unprecedented in Muslim polity, ihoiich „. , ' I 111 
Oicrose ot power hv ViOQIlh (rnm bi'InnH ikn , ' v 



power by women from behind the throne WS kapt rf ' 
What was unusual in Nw Johan's involvement in pu blu iiffw"** 1 
that Jahangtr instead of keeping if quiet, flaunted n. m hls ” ^ 



VVIlie’UltJdlllf-n-sri’r-nf-Eneat remark 



This remark however is not to be taker literally^* Wl5 
Jahangirs way of paying a high compliment to Nirr Johan fah^ ■ 
had not become effete or senile, Nur Jahan could not .. K \ \ ,1 
hii Will Even at the peak of tier power lahangir ^Bnued to 
to his daily work, mainiiuning the usual rigorous court routine im 
his health broke down completely. "]L has become my habit not 
surrender more than two or three sidereal hoiira of the coin 
Time to the plunder of sleep . J Be lya.feful, for a wondrous sleep " 
ahead. 1 " r write Jahangir in his memou-, Jahangir's routine, says foe 
WAi rigid and relenlless, "as, regular ns dock that stnks *( sett howers ' 
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L ,\n English Aristocrat in the Mughal Court 



eTn -TF4QMAS ROB was the hmt British mntffl^idor accredited to the 
?l R ,hil eunrt. He presented his rrEdcntiftU io JaliArtgir at A|mEi in 
l ' ijinuorv 1616, tlwm travelled with the emperor to Mirdu 
^Miiwa and finally to Ahmndabad in Gujarat. Jl l am yet following 
l ine Kuir over ninuntaynes and Ihrough woods, R. grange 
S unused wayev’he wrote home, grumbling- Km never got to Apt), 

* |E W ^ was at the Mum court, Rue, ™tlin S 

Jlj ' B nprh ™ self-serving repoii. became an intimate tit Jahangir, 
to his own p A 5 F . u t ^efipite the long and supposedly 

f £ m * no of ^ 

d ^' tonrnmporary Mughal direxiidc 

KillenodsCre therefore unv^ifiable Roe spoke no Pera.an or Turk. 

l^J^y to Mu#- «to« 

i,#. * in 

reports, to present l JJ™ , fair credibility, tmhsWOS 

Neverthd^ wo rimdiSiuuS , ^ 

0 quintessential Sighs & , ^ whole decent and fair 

also witty, meuoiildusty manned, an had ,,,^<1 the MugM 

Several Bnti,h trade* and hawiL 

court before Roe. ike most pK'.n ■ C(jrn pj ;n ., ^'ho arO’. cd 

a representative of > c ^. a teUer ^ camm^dation from King 

at Jahangir s court m l^, Uwant trade, hr spake Turki 

James. Hawkins was dn ; ■ d ^ wa5 abLe to wtabhah ^according 

and Porsian, was a tan J^ r ^ ^ ]lh>ipsir whj3 appomted him as ■ 
to his account) an u.m f P •■ ; FnELi-h Khan “'Both nig hi ana 

rnansabdar of 400., and colled 1 ™ ^ “ of affairs of 

day h* debghl v^n much Jo no doubt vastly 

Fr E 3:ind and otlrer " ^ ni , m ^ llDn of Hawkins either in 
Exaggerating h3a eonS , dered Hawldns "a vayre toole 

Jahangir's memosfE tould not get the trade KWi«sSttms he 

]ri sny case. iTymied by the Porhiguese who warned 

sought, Ipt Z capture the port cities of the Mu#ai 



I ill Mill* 'I T I Mr I |tl 



t’mpLfi.'. and cited, as proof of that, the riotous behmrim 

shipwrecked crtw of a British js% near 5ur.il, Uhm K \ t 4, ' V 

chug* at p rep!&t™is And thiU, viys PEawkirw. fumed i| v r, ^ lh « 
into maddc dogges, labouring to wbrke my pas^,, KEf , lul „ y B^ 
WhatoT or the truth of thr Portugutep mE£]5hotlon^th cv J WDt|d " 
hkdv iniL'— Havithiins grew embittered, and he VEntnd his ^ 



"Ihrise prattling, juggtmg Jamils*, 'The Lying U-.mi,;-. espcnalS ,- m 
EjjiheitD, whom he considered "an Jirch Knave" H I befAu t uK i Fr 
highvs.1 of mo livoutV wriL« Hawkins, “Jesuit* and 
not, but by all ineantrs nought my overthrow *' b ^P 1 



Hawkins exa^emtes The Jesuits prob.ihjy had some 



ra itrgina( 






Etied on the articuhttcft of Mughal policy, but the policy 
diet a led by hard fealitos IVie emperor had mi naval .imbihnr 
mlenst in the 5H hassle between European powers; h« on j v t ' 
was to prated the oversea*; pilgrim traffic from India, tor Which ,1 S 
esSiMtial to mamtain good relations with whoever dominated the Aiabj ^ 
Sen. which at that tune happened in be the Portuguese. Miinjo-er 
bid urn merchants in Sum! were nut in favour nf a tmde coonechfm 
wilh the British, which they feared would not amount to much nnd 
would jeopiirduM their far greater trade with, Lhe Porhiguese 

Hiwpins thus hnd io leave Agra empty handed m ]b|j He w *>. 
succeed etf by Paul Canning and William Edwards, but they maiiu Lttle 
impression at the court, with Ihe Portuguese working Ip frur-tratu their 
eierr move— when Canning played a comet at the court and hihatvgir 
W3? pleased with it and tried to play it Himself, the Portuguese 
produced a "Neapolitan juggler to dtVErr I he emperori 

Gradually however the balance ol power m the Arabian Sea began 
to ihlft m faiour oi dip British In St-pl ember 1 A 1 2 , cn a naval action n|f 
SuraL, a. couple ot British stops under the command of Thomas Best 
prevailed over a strong Portuguese fleet senl from Goa. and three years 
later, m 1635, in yet another naval battle in th? same area, tin.' British 
again worsted the Portuguese fleet. "Most of their vessels were burnt 
hy the Pnghstv" notes Jahangir ir, his memoirs, in the fust pver mention 
of the British in u Mughal chronicle 

hhe naval victories □} the BnLish raised their eta turn in the ryes of 
the emperor Their relative petition further unproved wJien. 'round 
Liut time, the Port ugiicse inopportunely antagonized the Mughab by 
souting at sea an [ndiar. stop with rich cargo, despite die ship having 
a valid Portuguese pass. This attracted swift arid severe Mughal reprisals, 
tor Jahangir';; step ■mother. Salima Begum, happened to h-ILVfl .1 
considerable commercial interest to the ship Jahangir Ordered His 
officers m ^urat to exact compensation trcim the Portuguese A Mughal 
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, pa man Father Joreme Xavter Wfc urali'd 

rtnm*™ J , ? on tbc fesiid* were withdrawn, Lheir activities banned 

r -pVfli^« n ’ Lr / . partiiguese treated tor peam, and after prolonged 

T# u . flJ y compensation, HltV did ml 1 rouble the Mughah 

lie Mm«* Hi Roe'. vW. 

TtlC rlv* wan hir Ltotk-r pipped than his pvdiKwi* tn nvgotiaU- 
^TiirM^hal nmpror; unlike Kawkms, who was a mi'ie tnde 
w* [h '\ was a royal amUsador. He was .m anstocret, a 

'■ - ^ EiTrr jJ r an d was wall educed, at Chdnrd and 

^iasfS - *** *r “ bs r sa: 

w 1,1 the Mucha] court At thirty-live he was. ns the Bntoh 

Ttt, S^Mfcr 1614 nxflij. 16 lie **• •< he- 'f- 

T, ltan,K *' *»*"*> * “ 

comely 

rnn.r ATVJO HlS MEN set SAil trOTH England nn 2nd February' [fil 5 an ^ 
R gE ANp^Ib linml.'itiatelv nn binding, right on 

, linacJ ." ^*^|^, r ,lpu»wiu, M»»W *<**» <° 

the lad Lng pier ilself, ^ ^ , .,|, v h|^ — jua iv’cmld not .lllow 

rend off ivMlw r„i nt«t ih- 

the customs office^ to sc&k N him tested 

who had come to rea'ive h.m ^ d ^ WiSv Hot 

nf 1 ^ ^tocrat and a mpresentatlVE Oi 

^ ^ En ^ 

against the Kductom of v*hv* ^ Qn c , !k d , r . Princ? 

r-roin burnt do-- to perform the Mughal obcauru c 

Pam/, at Bulhanpur | be put it, “cooie in honour 

»f Wrt*, e? ^ " ■«*«*'• l !l ” 

lo meet the prince ail ■■- ^ eat 0 | prmce, Koe noticed thal 

l ° to* ^^toJ^tood humbly befim- tlto pnncE with their 
the .grral men ai 'he ^ d J d ^ lKli he wovhi not .legrato 

hands heroic them kk '- , J ' . t ^ c (D a[r)E u p and stafld by h™ "h- 
himself so. ' i deimorii ^ , cJ ff the King of Pcn>ia or me Great 
prince}, " sq ? > &*• ^ ‘ ^ BdDlitted T replyed that I must bet 

Ixcu^d V ^ f d^ted L hce would tome dnvwie and meets them at 

hti f^Mhcult to balieve Ih-t **»*$! ^ ^ tkfcBijr " 1 - 



ihj mnn Lt 



was 



(do 

a S»mst a 



-i thought thni passed through his mirtd— alter ,n i 

diplomat and hid come CO s*heJ< favours so It seerirt 1 1 , ^ a 

would have teen so impudent during his vm hrst ^ uJv Lh at W 

Mu SM prince as tn .give offence Hut with Rod w- ^ ! ' 

,nY cnw ' Pt'nniwwn to move up i„ the pm „ WlK ' Ftl '77, **>' !n 
,3sliLNi for a chair so that Jve eouEd sn 

™ 5 ..[ roues retinol. hut he iv.it allowed to - MM , '. “J" n, R 
pjltar of the prince's canopy, gloats fine? 

Rou was probably given cnniiidorabLu latitude m jJL im k l 

tnr ln ' he ^ (l1 ^ Mughab h, was □ fenngtu-e uninmUiet .77 ' 
cuurliv way? of Muslim emotion Moreover, ih„ Mu K hd/ ( 1 " J 

em P™ d, ' >Vvn to petty local offinaJ., were eager for (he 7,- lh ' hc 

lfw > Expected f no m Furopeans, which ranged from worth I ..J ,77? 
pmnltnge riding coaches and bottles of liquor R 0e „ L fac , ^ . S <ft 
a cost- of spirits, no which the prince feasted Inn well to l'? 1 
appointment wilh I he ambassador for .1 private interview that 

Hl,rh ^P ur - ^ p™«edvd on to Ajrner, where j a h llTipir 
ramping Hu arrived there just before Christmas, hut thtf'iouni- hn 1 
worn him out and h □ fell ill on reaching Aimer Two weeks | ft |L 7 
lL J to January lfilo. he presented himself at the court during the aitannn 
durbar. Tn avoid the embarmssmert of submitting lo Mughal mri 
ejiqiie'te, which he consid Ere d trot befitting his dignity. Rue sought arid 
obtained advance permission to dilute the emperor m the English 
murmur, perhaps With j bow and .1 flourish flic permission that 
granted lo Roe was nut un usual, for foreign envoys were often Allowed 
lo greet the .emperor according to 1 heir custom Rot? writes tli.ii he ,j ]C i 
three "reverences^ on approaching Hid throne on entering, m the inner 
railmg, and m from of the emperor He then presen ted' a letter f rnm 
Kirt^; James to Jahangir, which addressed the emperor as, "To the high 
and riLghlie Monarch (he Great Mogdr, King of the Ojjjsntail Indies, of 
Qiandfthar, of Chismer and Comzon, &c. Greeting V 

Rdl- tall and handsciin'e, WMs quite 3 dandy — his iovEngJv groomed 
moustache was like rJiv wings of a bud in flight, and his Vandyke 
beanil like a silken bird's tail He was on exotic presence in Ihia Mughal 
cuurl. and tile begums often gathered behind the screens of: the durbar 
huli to oglu him—' v [their] curtoiltie mndr (bum breaks Little holes in a 
grate nf Reed that hung before it, to gaze At mee." nays Roc 

Soon, it Rat- is to be believed (we have only Ins word for eE), bi L 
established an easy, informal, joshing relationship wtlh the emperor 
lliey hi-eome friends, tllis '-Lmrhy Englishman and tile debauched 
Mughal. Jafengir wanted to fcpow what Roe drank, bow much, how 
Liltea Uie emperor, Roe says, wanted lo know "what Deere was? IlOW 
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1 whelher l could Hukt it hetirel'.' When lahang.r made 
^ T pain bug tlwl Ri* had brought, and Roc had UittaiLty m 

^ ' T fa origin ill from the copies, the empvror dlA fed P. 

d Zis lees of lusts, mirth, and braggns concoramg die arte of 
With ma'n y- ^ R nP , J Vi» very merry and joyful, and 

iic, cOTO 1 * T ■ ' _ * 1 



iii Ej roi-iiiiCirV 1 ■■ tt 

tr ,, : ^d m: ;V' embarmv:,mvnt too Rw w.i- mortified 

Tt S antfc ™ ce Umx ,J1 eK P lstn C ’ L L,f S,l! ' r 

vIiexi fahAng 1 ■ to the court St ten tn the nighi, ■ i ' ,i Jwd 

J.hanpr summoned - I the Kfi ]iad rtDf ^ 

t ‘t m U - &d -I rt-plyvd, ** 

: SS55^infeSi& W r,po„v Roc 

*' “iS Levied & .nlrjolwn- in tte anpo, nr, V«ho i pMjl 
riDverlJwtc^ pic*-' 0 j j{ tD present to his queen- 

dmtaR pot-- «l 

'l[— I,.- Inund Ihe liquor scr-nd Inn strws -)'« cnJoyi-S . 
h] ,p k r hirof,] y. canMn | |IuM (lth( , K , H* Mttjeslie, «d f tKr 

o,en I owr «». .<1 ■> *«««<* h T"'f ' 

writ® oH.®* ■' 

jcvrbidden meal fw Mu - I,LLErb . , ^ felt frustrated Al 

r^pite such eH,y he V.as nor 
court, because trade treaty b= had hoped m 

able 10 make indL‘ ^ Mufihal Indi.i Jahangir woukd 

conclude, to regui-' r,Jtt brjl1 ’ , . , - d , n the eves »f he 

nel ceminil himself to | cul jnfry, with which it wmig be 

MuighnL-.. an obscure ,, r1f . r .1 treaty N r or wnnid he 

beneath the Kinpvmr :- ! ^ front GilJHrat The m.:,-l 

^ - pfe-l ^ | hah Jahan iwho was then the 

that Rdl 1 could sucur. wn .. oJ - j 6 iK, grantins lr,ldt 

governor ui Gujarai) ■■ . t purchasing 91 construciLiig 

concessions, but forbidding e enritept wilb ihal 

^ toe fesmls, 

□nd on tlw ^tagarti^ L T ./ J,,, L ,,. m fa enterost of the Portuguese 

Kfcc“ 1”'*'° Tu. ™ ul “' ki,b ’ ii " ^ 

"The PnrhigBll pm^uts -j , hal [fre present bt could alter 

He was ft* Jl ’ irhlL ^^ d DL ^ L!DrS LOmmonplnce-^JwhEm gi r nghltv 

th. p—* — d '" ap 11 “» ^ of ^ 
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was n great monarch Roe gaofeJv dis-wmbferf "My Ma _ t . 

< Jahangir) Was Lnrd ref the frsE p.irt or Asia, (hr ngk-J 2 L ’ w h ' 
East rklL ^ ^ nd his Mniejjjiie rich Pja-nis, wew t(1 ca . , J'™: 0J L[l 
the Sen the mother and store-house of ihem; that therefore h 
though 1 ! U unnecessary ' 

At Alimadnagar when Hoc took kwn of I he emperor i 
]'i ,m i' he was given & letter for Kim; James- ,r Utiio \ «' n " h]rn 
descended from his Ancestors, bred m Military AffmA qnc f 
with Honour and Justice, r ^hthed 

" A Commander worthy of aj] awnmand. slronp ,,nd , 

Religion* wluch % greai Prophet Christ did teach Kin* j ani „‘ ‘ ’ m 
lov, hath h«d sudl impression m ray rhoughts. ns shall 
forgotten, but as die smell of Amber., nr as a Giuden of fragrant iJ. 
whm* beantie and Odour is still increasing, so he ensured «., "i 
shall grow iind increase with yoursA ■ QVe 

Rcte sailed from Surat m February lfr]4. 



•hOON AFTER ROE left, Jahangir himself set out from Cujar.it for Am 
1-le had begin in Gujarat for about twu years, having arrived there from 
Maridu in 1617 He had gone there to mspecl the proving, to hunt for 
elephant*, and to view the sea. At Cambay Like his father and 
grandfather before- him, Jahangir set eyes on foe A.-a for foe ijrst lime, 
and like Akb.iT he too went on a sea cruise 'On Monday dm lull i 
embarked on a boat, and sailed about one koV' he Eiutcs 

Pram Cambay Jahangir went on to Ahmadilbad, but dte C ||y did 

not find favour With hem ' ] do not know what to gall lI whether 

Bamum titan fthe home of hot winds). Bi mans tan (abode of secknofe), 
Zaqqum-iar (cactus J.ind) or Jahannumahad (hell), lor all these names 
are appropriate," he Writes To make matters worse. Lhere was at Ibis 
Lime a fever epidemic in Gujaral, and bnfo Jahangir' and Shall Jahan 
were Lnlccted Yet they could noi return to Agra, for a worse epidemic 
W3 - ragirwg in font City, bubonic plague, which had been sweeping 
$ 'tough Hindustan m waves since 1616 and would continue Ell 1624, 
i' '.I Wiis atmhuted. by r-eers to ihe appearance of a cornet lit this limn 
Tin; plague was still causing iilnsut □ hundred deaths a day in Agra in 
Hid first quarter of 1619 , wijfen Jahangir was resuming tu the capita!, so 
he had to break his journey tnr three months at Fateh pur Sikri, betoFc 
proceeding on to Agra in "April 

Jah.nigir did no-1 stay in Agra for Long He abhorred Agra, and 
avoided staying there -is much as possible. 'The extreme heat of Agra 
was uncongenial to my const! tution/' lie writes At one ttme he thought 
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lux capital to a cooler plate, on the fm>l bills of for mountains 

d ' ., ,, upper reaches of the Gamga, bit! rmrld not find a suitabli 

‘ ,3l ’ inK .Her a reluctant sis-montEl stay in Agra in Ocfobrr J AJ 1 
pkrc 

r u |i the city and net oul for Kashmir, to wek refuge from the 
I'lIi "^id dust, foe ugliness and afflictions of foe ; tains of Hindustan 
‘■“ l ^ f ]rt t visit to Kashmir as emperor lie hnd been there Iwia 
11 wj1 h Akbar— and he took a leisurely trip from Agra to Srinagar, 
i n ' fiv£ a half months ti> cover foe distance He would Slav in 
I vjiIIev fur seven months, from March to October 1620. There was no 
, , Everything was quiet and peaceful in the empire 

K jshmir enthralled f&ifiir Tf one were to praise Kashmir, whole 
. vvinuld have lo be written,- he says, hoarding « a]l lfse 

° "■Kuslimlr is a garden of eternal spring □ hcart-e*g$idiri=i 
, laBe 3 b pleasant meads and erichaj^g cascades are beyond all 
descriplLDrt There are runnalg streaau, and founUms beyond cmml 
wlhdrever dw eye reaches, there are verdure and running water in 
the tflul-enchiinting spring the hills and plains aw ^led wifo blossoms, 
me £ates r the walls, [Jl€ dtniris, the toots, are lighten up by the torches 
Ui banquet-adorning tulips What shall xvd bay of thesL- things of for 
Wide meadows and tilt fragnuil treiml.' ...... . 

laJiangir, says Bernier, ^became wunamoured of this bftfe ^ugdora 
M in make it foe place ot KiS fevmintG abiKlv. and hP ntlcn drdar,J 
teal he would be rather deprived of every Other prOVUWO of hlr. n»gh il) 
r^pire I ban lose Kachomlm* Acceding to Pelsaert "tnr I**™ Cl rite 
foncA Hpudnl preference for this country (Kashmir) is that, when foe 
L"uXl L«» s, M body hft. B« . 

L-unwmpbon of u;<0essive!y S.lreng dank and opium In foe cook 
pleasant ambience nf Kashmir, .md under careful L—by Ihe m.- 
renowned physWanS »\ foe JantE feNngl/S ravaged body recovered 

''"' 1 1 1! u n^t !>' " m JahanfiLf was affliCWl With a^Juua "Oa 

r££T4 

iStSSis iliehMfli' opp'b®'™ “**' Cll£i ™« was " lt 

s™**- trxrs: « 

rebunirag JP M#we "[n despair of obtaining any relief from 

physicians i hi - . J u . upm, (liu merey M 

r’.fT’ Tp°h«c»n Ti Lind rel,« in dnnlng. dn.rary >o 

mv JSTTffla in * m ■■* daj.unr. and by dagreaa I . amjd ,1 M 
^ 1 lVh,.n .hr waalbo, became M B* rnl ^ *» ^ 

r^rem. and ray «*1— • -x* 
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A1 tills paint Mur Jahan took avvt tiurcing 
Begum, whose sktU md e^penonet art greater ]h,m ih,,.,'/ , , 
phystciiinp, especially .is they art bought In lwar throng 4 f/,L t " ^ 
sympathy, endeavoured La diminish the number oi n p, a,,,. * J" 1lJ 
carry oul I he remedies tlial appeared appropriate m the SJ[p- Lu 
soothing to the condition/ writes Jahangir Jr 5he, by degnsL-i w' l ' L1 'I 
my wme, and kept me frnm things that did not suit me 
disagreed with me When he recovered some whit, she celehr’iieH ^ 
happy occasion with the feast of 3us uotiir birthday, which ccvii I*' 
2i>7dX>J rupees At the customary ceremonial weighing of the eiurr '7 
l( wns found that hih Weight had come clown Ire-m 1 ’1 h re,- fiiiiwndi 77 
one or two seers more or loss*' in two r r j fJU , r 4 S an( | 27 „' rTL ■'■ ’ > 
lnhnn.Eir 



THE ELEVEN YEARS frum lit* marriage to Nur Jahan m ltd] to l| lt 
■■■inbreak ol Shah Johan i rebellion in 1623 were ihe b^t ,.j 
Jahangir They were yeans of peace and prosperity in the ’empire 
cantentmenl for the emperor 

ThL was largely the nducvemunl of Hur Johan And of her clique 
limy worked closely together and were depend unt on each Other- I, ho 
was the power they ivdru the gear's that transmitted the power In run 
the government A=. long as rite gear 1 * mi -hud well uverything i.m 
-moo IliJy. Bui u h the early 1 1 =2C - till- Nui lahana clique began In break 
□p ’The host to go was Asm at Uegum, Nur Johan's mothei' wlio d 3 bii 
m 1621 Heartbroken, Itimad-ud-dauSii fallowed her in January 1622. 
The deaths oT her parents dcsobiind Nur Johan Ein.d disrupted die Finn 
balance of her secure world — it was l heir good sense and Loving 
authority that hold the clique together, and nmv dint they were gnrvc r 
on wham was .she to depend? Wllal if Jahangir, whose health was 
failing rapidly, too died? There was Little possibility of Shall Jabon 
giving Nur Johan any pul tin ,VI role if lie succeeded to Ihe thraie, And. 
whom. Would j'Lsaf TOhan supp-Urt, his stm-irl-jiiw nr lui. sbiter? Suddenly 
Nur Johan w-ass tared with uncertaintLeis 

1 1 was in this lTouJ^o envirorrmenl Lhal NJur Johan arranged the 
mamage af her daughter Ladli Begum lo $hahryar. Ihe mamagc 
further altered the power equation in ihe empire. Sbaliryar, born nl j 
concubine-, was sn bi:j kite teens then, and 1 hough he Wii'j "the inns? 
beautiful of all ihe princes A he was childish and frivolous, nnd was 
generally considered a nmeumpoop Thu mamage was therefore sc-cn 
as a manoeuvre by Nur Johan to facilitate the continuation of her grip 
on power through tilt: succession of the wpak prince 
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, -h tfeiari seemed to have though! ki and this probably was Lire 
S l factor that drove him into rebellion. Nur Johan however handled 
a well even retaining Hie loyalty at Asni Khan, who helped In 
|] ' |: rebellion But Nut Jahan did not gloat over her 

cnU . vvas no mthlea&ocss in hur pursuit of power. Nor was 

'[, lUl ^inv indication Lhal ^ was bi-r.t on tire nilrnbon of bhnli Jahan 
reli'Vurindpr lenflS offered ID him Wl?re generdu:, Shi: could huve 
i,,-lrt>yed hum But she didn’t 






I he Coup 



NO SOONER WAS Shah Jahan neutraLLziid Ihan Nut tahnn 
against another crisis,. the rebellion of M||abiit Khan A Ilmu- V j 
assDciatv of Jahangir, Miihiibur Khan had always chafed under fi ’ 
Jahun'* authority, and he hated and feared A-vif Khan, ivhtun he 
CBnsideitd an implacable enemy bent on ruming him Equally N Ut 
J ohan and Awl Kh^n were apprehensive about fvfthiibal Khun, ir. r 
Khan's crucial rule in crushing Shah lahan'* rebellion had made him 
Ull' in. os. I powerful amir m the empire, ,i riv-at power centre prince 
Parvis, Jflhartg^s aides! surviving =on r wa^ with him— and Parv-U 
thirty -ai*. though n weak and ^Lf-ind,u|gi.=ni prince, w a? n ifl^Jy sumswi 
tn the thrisM, now that Khusrav was dead and Shah Jahan was ir, 
disgrace, [f Paru'LZ succeeded to the throne, would not Mahabnt Khdn 
he the power behind the Hi rone 7 Where would thal leave As,if Khnn? 
In fact, where would that leave Nur Jahan? Once again the interesi*. p| 
brother and lister converged It was essential fur them to heparaiu 
Parvis from Mkhabat Khan, and in reduce the Khan's ulahire. 

Ah a first step towards this, MahaLut Khan was transferred iv. 
Bengal and Parvj-JE Eo Gujarat, in opposite comers of the empire Then 
deliberately casting a *lur on lAfahabat KhnnV. integrity h' j tv, is asked 
to account far tlie booty tltat had failed to turn dutmg thv campaign 
Jgainsl Shilh Jahan., surrender the elephants that he had taken, and 
appear before LtlO emperor lo answer die charges agamsl him. Mihahi: 
ECh, in. regarded those orders as a manoeuvre by Asaf khan tn bring 
him to d-isgruw, and to deprive him nf luinouir, property ri n-ct Life,' - ny "■ 
Mi.ii, mud Khan 

A grave act of impropriety comm tiled by Maliab.it Khan at ihcs 
tune, of arranging the marriage of his daughter with an imperial os fieri 
without fir'd obtaining the Customary loyal permisHkm, further VLtifllhl 
the a Im u phere, The emperor made ,1 great noise about Ellis," 
M.utmmd Khan ""He sent lor the young man, and having treated Jum 
with great insult and harshness, he gave order* lor binding his hands 
to his neck, and for taking him bareheaded, to prison " Tlie preseish 
that Mnliabat Khnn had given to Hls sun-M-laVv wsre confiscated 

That was ubouL as much as Mahabat Khun could take, It 0 , nr 1 ! 
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r ^rtatn dial he had rebffllmn in rmnd when lie sel out for 
^ t- ir respond' 1 to ihu royal summons Hr was accompanied by a 
C 41 TnUnt of four or hue thousand Repute, but that un sL-elf did nor 
a j e!-(v 'edition, foi great ,«mrs usually IriVtUud With large it-tmui's 
T 1 March Mnhabat KhiiJi arrived si the imperial camp on the east 
i^ 1 tils' of the Jbeliim, where Jahangu was encamped on She way In 
jf . w j but the emperor, to show his displeasure with the Klinn. 
^'iemd him not to present himself at the court till rapmoned Among 
T njvahsts there was no sense of any danger from Mahab.it Khan In 
. L virtually the entire royal camp— tin.' .mny the officers and fhutr 
families even the domestic* — cras.^ over to Uu- western bant: of eIll 
n vcr after Mmhabal Khan's arrival, having only the royal hcrusehold op 
ihL eastern bank to cross the river the oust morning Mohody could 
vW(i imagine thill Mahflbfll Khun would dare to ad ag,im--E the per-uii 

of Hie emperor. 



A r HA I' ENSUED WAS the unimaginable. When Mahabat Khan realised 
Etll1 , [iihangir was without protection, he impulsively clwded Hit? grab 
die chance, A contingent of .Home 2000 Kajjptib was sent at the CM.. It of 
dawn to secure the ferit bridge over Ut Ihdum to P n vent the impend 
nmiv from crossing back, and MilNbat Khan hire^lt preceded to the 

royd endosurc with □ blind ni Rfljpjjjp 

Mubmid Khaiv then an officer ,n tiie impcnpl houM.hold had jiui 

jumihed IliS early mam mg prttyerfi and wai ♦'« his r- Hindu he 

heard the sudden cry, "Mahabat Khan is coming' Whan he i wc out 
Of his tcnt r hi& sw'uxd drmvn. he. »yr Mahabat Khan aps 5 ^ 1 ^^ 
iBildine Ids horse in the midst o£ about 100 liiifpui- on fool, parrying 

IpS mi ■» ■ a.ud « ** 

Khan 'When lie saw me,, he addressed me by name, and aa,:,d Jnr iL- 
MaiestV ‘ hut without pausing tor an answer, he hastened towards the 
Se ipmtmcnl and, 111 ^reunited by the RajpulS mo^l J^vaxiL-j 
Ut r. rhu^l klum Ihe irilechajnbcr where ihe emperor held, confidential 

,, bJaKl M l«MS- U fM will rnn a m, ,,,,». 1 « ,B go in 

.irJ .1 ctpMl." Milnljst Khan mat* ^ In5lMcl - hls 

\ I In ibet down ill'.' boards of the arifecn umber, 

S ^Ll Cv=. & " r ** afEral ”' “ mC b* Tj 

l ucu j ^ ^ l|fl i} i;it W15 waiting to Lake him ,™-h ti» ? 

took his 5L^ F l ^ b , ^ wu ^ ppraadlfi d the emperor-nat 

T. ^ZCdii^aiy-ana P w«d. -i h.™ ™r=^ 

aud.flCiaU, y . imrhlapablp hatred of Aisaf Khan ip 
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itnpossibk, n nd that 1 shall be pul to death ui ah amc ami „„ t 
have thciefanf boldly .mil presumptuously thrown mysdf 1 

Mnji-.Ey r 5 protection II I deserved deal b or |>Limshnrem r gtvt.il™ 
that [ may suffer it in your presence " UTcS|l f 

Jahangir twice laid his hand on his stvord and, record' 

Mo ta mfil Khan, "seemed intent nn cutttn| off Mnhat.it'' KJljiv- j,? ,1? 
But each tune he was cautioned by an attendant, who Bind in ^ 
(which Majiabat Khan could not tinders! and): "This is a tun f 
fortitude Leave the punishment of Ihif, wicked, hiith&s' lellcw ^ 
Cod A day of retribution will come/' Jahangir checked himsdf *' ^ 

Reprieved, Mahah.it Xhan requested Jahangir tu ride out with h 
at. if lor hunting ir Lcl the necessary order-, be given as usu»] r M ^ 
your slave may go out in attendance upon you, and It may appeal u, T 
this bold step has been taken by Your Majesty's order" Mohabat Khan 
offered hLs own horse to Jahangir to ride, but [olLangir refused | £ | 
mount tl, and called for his own steed. 

Thus thE bn.arxe procession set out. When they had gone ,± |/., 
hundred metres. Mahabat Khan persuaded Jahangir Lo mount n ? 
elephant and sit in the howdah, so shat people could sg* him betici md 
gam LHu impression lhal nothing was amiss, Two personal .iituncljut. 
of the emporor. one of them his Lap-bearer, w«e also allowed to 
mount, after a scuffle Bui when, the imperial elephant war- brought up 
for Jahangir, the off Leer- who brought it were rul down by 1b p hajpuis. 
fenrmg a rescue attempt The group nhen proceeded to Mahshal Khiii's 
eamp. where the emperor WAS pLaccd under the guard of the Khan's 
sons 

In the exciterjrieivi of the action, and because of the unplanned 
nature ai the abduction, Mahabat Khan had overlooked tu recure bail 
Johan, SO he rode buck tn the royal camp with the emperor in beatth 
of her. But she, cither because she was unaware of what had happened 
(as Mil Li m I d Khan says), nr because ‘.-lie was await of it, dS fietms 
likely, had crossed over to the west bank nf the nver, to which the 
Rajputs guarding Lht bridge offered no objection, PS their order wa* 
only tn prevent the royal army from crossing back 

Mahebat Khan then thought of seizing Shahryar, and. took Jahangir 
Eo the camp of die prince, ‘‘ Apprehension and fear for Ins life hd 
distracted Lhv IraitOI that Ills deeds and words were rot at nil sensible," 
&ays Mutamid Khun "He neither knew whflt he saLd nor whftt he did, 
no: Whit W.Ts to be done Every mrnutc some design or some anxiety 
entered Jus [rand, and caused regret Hii Majesty made no opposition 
to any of his proposals" 

Across lhi> river, Nur jahan went straight to Asal Khan's tErttS. to 
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, 5 umrnnned all the chief nmtr- ‘This lias nil happened 
^ ^, our neglect and stupid arrangefnents," she berated them.. 
I'Whtf never erdered into tho LiTifigLnntinn of any erne has come Ed pass, 
l, now you stand stricken with shame far your con dm I before Ood 
' LP 'i uia n You mLJst do your besl to repsdi this evil, aim! adylSe what 
^LJCSe to pursue It WOS then decided that tbi ,irm;, r should bo drawn 
L | \q recro^i- fN river the next morning and rescue the empcicu 
ty'beo Jahangir heard trf ihe plan, lie saut word to advise against it 
■■VVitl'i what hope and what iCitE could they fighl, while [die 
►mfiBrof] was on □ different side of the nver7 r ' he askfld. BuS ;Ju- 
imperial officers, suspectirig tlnat the message was a re -- of Mahab'at 
Kfvnn, proceeded with llu'ir preparations 

'ihe op CI lI trail WAS □ disaster. The ford selected for tha army lo 
ri vtu — Lhe bridge had bdejl bum! by hiah.ibat Kli.ir-'' men— 
"Wiis ore of the worst fords. " lays Mutomld Khan, and I hi crossing 
discudeirlv and unsuccessful "No one cared for nr gave ear to 
another no one showed mny resolution " N'ur Jahan hereelf r ruling m a 
dosed tvnwdflh un an elephant with Shahryar's infant daughter m h- r 
Jap had lo turn back at md-nver, With her dtphanl badly wounded 
^!d the baby 1 ' nuise struck by .an auiaw- Thaugli there ware many 
instance^ of individual heroism, and a few braves even reached 
Shlihrvar's lent whore Jahangir was lodged, the rescuo fltlompl had to 
be abandoned, borne, including Mutamid Khan, then went cwvr to. 
Mahab.It Khan's camp, on the pretext of .wanting \o be with the 
tmperor Many simply fled for their lives. 

Among the fust to flee was Asaf Kfian. who, fLiy? Mutaimd Khan, 
"wai the cause of this d^ister, and whose folly end rashncs> had 
bjought mattuis 10 dlls pass" He had the must to fear from Muluibtt 
Klian A court, vr. Afiill Khan was 00 saldiff, nnr much of r gm-L 
and bad failed lime and ag.nn m the battlefield, as in Mcwar and du. 
TJecprn and now m Vm\nh. Mol aurjmsutgjy, he abandcrwsd Ins si-vr 
and the Emperor to their fate, and fled h> save hm sxm. taking refuge 

rn the fort of As took on llw bidus. _ 

Nuf jahatl thus found in teL&SS P™dfcairen t She I hen ore 

\- d ihe river to ,om jd-gir m-re ^ « 



S7-h, emild do Outivardlv M^hel Khrm was .till the humble 
^ t - m n i 5 it md did everylhinE on Iuh urdcie- But Ihd wa'icmlL 
jcimnt d| rja 6 ■ , wi0l MaJl 8 i, a , Mum, jnd Kc look ™,oJ 

a /"“ d f lT,™7 Sy Ansi Khm h.Bwlf, or I'eLng pK u»i« i 
ol feynpy * '^^ Mah.bo. Kiun, .mrt. » Ww 

““ l » ""i fr“S pIImle onJ cth lo uphold M*ab*“ 

pUt Ti!L topi'oy *i «| “ K*-' >' fc,ds f*“** 
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cv,tBTcd m May 1626. nding an elephant and ficatletmg fio u 
a<- usual. Throughout Mahqti.il Khan wan ffuricHlibiis ^ hi* ■ ' ^ 
and deference toward* the canpcrur. Itilutngir and Nur Jah^ii ' : , l>LlTEl -" iv 
part appeared retnncilvd tn their figurehead 5, In Ire, "" ^' lL,i| 

The new dispensation had come to stnv. it ^.■mcd 



THIS WAS AN illusion. Mjlub.it Khan was wjiy D ul of Ere depth 
role as die de lactn ruler He was greqt soldier, .1 gre.n genLut h ij 
and forthright hut court politics required a suavity and lb* 
running thal was nol in him. and iL was erv Unity beyond him to con 
the subtle manoeuvres of Nur Jahan Nor was Mahabat Khan billed ' ' 
manipulating the Lnmpfex system' of wires and levers that m .-.d i- 1 j,'.' 
Mughal government work Beside*. Lhu moment he seued 
whatever support he had among the great OJllini nJ the empire hi-irayi 
t<i crumble. ;ii* the acid of their envy corroded Ins Sink', with [h Gm 
Mahiibal Khan's first ma|Dr mistake WAS in allowing l.llin.ni'H tn 
proceed in Kabul. The general's mam support was among the R.i ,p u i.. 
and it would have been desirable for him tn keep Hie empcioj , r 
Hindustan, (he hcirne ground ol thi- Rnjpuls, hi Kabul Lhe Raipur, 
swaggering m their new role ns kuw- makers, gni into trouble with the 
AJiadis the emperor =, praetorian guards, as well as with lhe local 
population. When the KJiputs grazed then hars^j. m the hunlii'ir 
ground reserved !or the emperor, a rial broke Oil I ill which -.ivrral 
hundred Rajputs were killed, and many others captured and so Id Into 
slavery To restore calm, Mahiibal Klim* dealt harshly wit h (he Ulstigalors 
of tiie riot and that further isolated him from the Mughnl ,imre 
Meanwhile Nur [ahon and Iali L Ulgjr devised a plan to reiUmlm: 
Mahabat Khan. On hu? pari, Jahangir lulled the Khan's nnxid'ies by 
acting as it he Were reconciled., indeed happy, wish the new power 
arrangement Hit tmptror, soys M ufemid Khan, "set Mahabat'a heart 
at Tesi and removed that duubt and suspicion with which Mitubcl 
had at first regarded him"; he disclosed to the Khan what he cbmiDd 
Nur |ahan had told him m secret, and even warned hun against her 
designs While fahangir was plavuig tius rale lo till”' hill, Nur Jahon 
quietly began to gather her suppnri and niganure her forces "Mur 
[al'iiin Begum worked against him (Mahabat Khanl both in private and 
jti public," s.;ys Mutamid Khan, 

When everything was ready, Nur Johan struck On their return. 
]i?urnii from Kabul tn November 1626, at Rohta?* on the Jhalutli, 
Jahangir Ordered Mahabal Khan to march one Stage ahead a-- rs 
wished to review Nur johan'-S troops Suddenly Mahabat Khan fell lhe 
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rnhSing under hii feet He marched ahead to obey lhe royal 
8 rnLin< V " ll ! list, 1lT S of baiting alter one sta^e. barreled cm m headlong 
eit^ 1 ■ rfh(ch Yvi look A r -af Khun and his wn (the future Shayisfa 

"' .-i the suns of Paniyal as hostages 

‘ .. m ^ pressed hard her advantage She ordered Mahabnl 

' ? r r^a'-o til.' hostages, and threatened Lu send lhe imperi d forces 
^ mum if ht delayed. Mahalml Khun hedged . He released DaniyaT* 
kept Asof Khan and his s on, saying that he would release 
* D0% f hl ], 1^,4 pu1 a safe distune* between himself and lhu imperial 
It Nur johan would not relent, -he again peremptorily ordered 
i |rtn \_ rt L c aie A naf Khan Al this point Mnhabot Khan losi n->rvr; Jn* 
^| d Asaf Khan, his son a few days lifer, end continued on b* 

flu laluin meantime, on hearing of Mahabat Tffon'* coup, had 
, Yii’d norihwaid with a small farce— < 0 rescue bis father, he 1 bu m «* 
J bv the lime he got to stnd his force had dwindled through 
| llQ rhon/to a rtierc Ihre^ur four hundred cavalry, and lie himmU wnr. 

health— at one time he b.id to be carried in .1 liHer-^tiah 
n - 11 ,1 to be near thi. i<cnc nf acdcin, mr fear i i 

M,d Ills legitimate rolu III Hie power struggle But he get 
t b ih! U- Sin! Before he amid uslnc itc himself Iran', there. Nur 

hB 1 ' "u" to. #». hi= bflta. r«riz lad ited a, 

!T3S^ » 8a*a»P^ h-M-W stoKSi ° a 

** «— »- "KSidE! " “S'JtZ S2S 

Jahan, l)« anTljillng » >1'' aB™? 1 l0,,k lr 

r»rs£“h. P w«iw- w,ii m »«a» «• i“"- ^ ’* hra “ 

***** %* 

had any real diarre o( was unplannad; it bs B an ■* an 

df -Bia. ,. aOblX* n*«« « ^ 

force- was append- 
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back in control- Hot brother Asaf Khan stood 
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b\ her Appointed Vakil, tin* royal deputy ho now bpcime Ul( ., L 
head os’ the imperial government "The aider wns gi V ,. n j 
preside permancntEy over the admlnUsIrntitm n| all affo,^ J ,1, 
political," notes MutarrmJ Khun. ’ ,J1I|I;1 aj*S 

Jahangir was by then Very ill, Sci from Punjab lie turned m )n- 
to Kashmir, I u rest from thu Irmb thpt In: had goru- thrtiu .-h '', Ttl 
in the cool, eiisp air of the valley relief from die asthma i|w \ U J 
been racking him for eight years. But Kashmir gave him no - 
fad he became fits ill that he even last the craving for opium 
sutfunngs were great, say- Mutamid Khan Me k>si L il] iprron |r. V ^ 
food, and rejected opium, which had been his Companion for f ort ' r 
years He look nothing hut a few cups of wine uf the grapo The n> !5 
family suffered an other misfortune lii Kashmir when Shnlrmr 
stricken with an illness. which, Mutnmid. Khan, "nihbod h Lm of ||l. 
honour for all ihu hair on his head anti body even tu^ eyelash v:. f>.|| L1 ff 
Shohxyar wai advised L", physicians to return to; bio plain* and | L n yi 
Soon after, jahpngir liLmsclf set out for Lahore On the way down hi 
halted at Bairamkiili. one of hiv favnuntn hunting grounds, and Uilju 
though quite ill, the urge came upon him to sport with the gun again Sa 
he seated hhti&df cm liie slope of .1 mountain, and as heaters drove m tlic 
LUUmaLH h J -- raised h is matchhxh, and steadying il oil a parapuE spedslly 
built ior the purpose, fired, wounding .1 dour. which houndedl oil' lr> iti, 
herd and fell But the joy pi ihu good shnt tuiged mip horror for jnh.m^ir 
a rriomerit later, when a foot soldier, who leapt after the wounded, deer, 
slipped and hurtled down the cliff buiore his Very eyes 'The fats* of 
pour man greatly affected the Bmperor," says (yfubunid Khan "|t seemdl 
as- though he had thus seen the angel of dc-lth FrOni that tunc- hi 1 bad nu 
rest or ease, and his slate WO? entirely changed." 

Jahangir continued lus jourrii.'V io rite plants, but Jits condition 
lumed enbeal s couple u-f duy - later, ut Chingi£ Hath ntslr Bhimbbar, 
and !v- was not even able Id sv, allow a sip - i't Hit’ Winfi he had calk'd 
for. The next day. 7tli November 1627 soon after sunnse. he died He 
was fifty" -eight years old and had reigned tWUnly-lWQ 'je,ij-s 

j.ihangir'c death was Long expected and it .it oil ce ■■■;- 1 off a flurry a( 
activity plotted well ahead by the principal playact in the succession 
drama The unmediale Impact of ihe denib of [nhangir was on Nur 
J ah an. The moment hit died her power too died — when the summoned 
a meeting of tine mum to detEnminE what tu do about the SuCCCSSinr^ 
the call tv Eli ignored, probably on the advice oi Asaf Khan As Llie 
premier riobLe of the empire Asaf Khan npW assumed chprgu and 
controlled the course ol events He held Nur Johan Lncommunieado, 
and removed Shah Jahaiv's -ions from her charge. 
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lv hTur lahkn remained inert in the midst "I pH the 
5tjrF TtL]tV though Mutnmid Khan say:- that -the Begum's wish 
bunlk ^ tu the throne"', and Abdul Hamid Lihrtn feme 

WSS ei^h il iihan'a chEvAl|E| repeats the charge, spying thai "Nur 
nl ; i now clung to the voir idea of re u lining the reins of 
Til in her grasp, as she had hold Litem during the reign nr ibe 
^.VLTTim- ^ ^ n[> | take .111V rebulute ,iitiun Tllis was 

^“hSclcristic Tlie fight peemed io have gone nut of he; 

rtnt Asaf Khan worked energetically, though secretly^ tu t ncure the 
..nri of Shah Jahan, his son-lr-lew, who riw had the support of 
EWC ^ the nminn Thu mam -rival of Shall Johan was Shahrynr. the only 
wLvme s™ of Jahangir Though COrtSldoied an imbecile, he had 
ri^dvorttajWPJ being close by, at Lahore, and of having the poteniiaHy 
th ‘ F I h^kins of" Nur Joh.m Shall Uhan was far away in :hc 
Jd it would be weeks before he could be mfomicJ el 
death and for the khutbob to be read in he; name. The throne 
l/nnt he left vacant for so long. It was therefore essentia! to have 

JESS* ™per«, * ski - ^ *; 

Kbm diL-. Dawar tokhsh, a « of Kliusniv for tn, role Bui when 
I hH- f (lir one was offerod to him, Dawar was natu ratty suspiciuos He 
dl ,j hL st hcbeve them," wrilcs Mufornid Khan, ' anil plac-.l no 

.ii *’ j i . * i r proiMGElls tall thuy had bound ibemselves With stringent oaths 

And b>' mat he sipied hue own death senile, 

THESE MANOFLIWHb HAD takuu place within hrnlts ert faOangir> 
Z the royal camp moved io Bhinlbhar, on Une edjp 

p «hi *. 

tus body sent lol^ khuLbah was then 

Eft ^ ^ p— ^ to 

«, S31S 

city. Shshtyw J^u ;:, m £ i L , r | [c wered foe ir^urj- there and 
Khon^piodacmed Km- t^F • ^ tp , V|J1 D , er foe tSh&we ■* 
d^tnhutcrj ^ " Pf , |t ui him to make a fight ^r Uw 

fo, nobhs. commanded by ^ 

\hlO^ was tasuy dispersed by Asaf Khan Uhore 

Carlos], □ oou n * P ^ ' and ^J ry£a who had hid hirru^lf m the 
was besieged ffld Eimtlch ^ d made fo P^V homage 10 Daw,a 

isat-s T &: “ilk - r*i »> 

are 
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AH this was by-plny The real action was taking pi nGe b^W . 
ivceiiea Immediately Lhu death of Jahangir Asaf Khan |w’ . ^ 
Shah Johan a fast runner. one Bananni, with hi* signet ni ' : ' U ' a 
sdn:illirLCntion r hearing the new*; of Jailing Lr\ death and fi-qu^tin^ | 
to horn north. It look Baiwa&L twenty day* to roach SJiah Jahiin^'-i' 1 ' 
was then at funnnr, living in Ihp beautiful mansion that Malik An h'" 
Had binl l there Tine prince alter a becoming delay nf a f(, w ^ 1 * r 
observe the rtte’5 of mourning (as well ns Id wait tor the astrolc^ |[ V ' 
aiapjQOiia lime}, set out for Agra along with Mahnbal Khan takin'u '' 
dreiutoiLS route through Gujaral, to avoid Khan JoliOn Lodi at Burh !n,m, r 
whp ivFus suspected to he mimicel to him. '' ' 

On the way to Agra. Shah Jahan sent a finnan lu Aftaf kj^n 
written m. his own band, to do away With id] potential corn lenders; to 
the throne — Shahiyar, Dawar BakJish and his brother G^raip, llt] J 
pkriiyal's two sons Hist was the br-si way to seen re peace rind .und 
bloodshed, Shah Johan believed To exterminate them was "randudvE- 
Lo the common good" and thuTL'tonr ‘'entirely Lawful "., says Shah Johan's 
chronicler Muhammad. Salih Kambu On the night oi Wednesday, Sind 
FebruarV 162S. ninn after Shah Jahan was proclaimed emperor in 
Lahore, the princes "were aH ^iwd and put tn death'', reports Inn.ya: 
Khan. This succession rite would be faithfully performed at the death 
at mast Mughal emperors thereafter — a blond s-icrkHo! to bmv?nt 
bLnnd.hhed 1 



Meanwhile Shah Jahan continued on to Agra winch lit entered 
''with great , . splendour mounted on an elephant > and was 
accinimed by all oa the sovereign. A feu days Later, AsaF Khan with the 
Lmponal enlnurnge arrived from Lahore, and was refsived with honour. 
Hp was cunfirmeri as die VukiL Tike SUCCes^nn issue was oldseii Tlte 
new reign had begun 

Nur Jahan remained in Lahore, with Lad]i Begum, her daughter 
She receivc-d. an ample annual allowance of 200,00fl rupees from 5-Sintt 
Jaltan. and she busied herself witti die construction of her husband's 
mausoleum (which; she built at her own expense) nnd with charitable 
-vorK There was no attempt on her part to interfere m politics Thnt 
phase of her life was over, and she made a smooth, intelligent arid 
graceful transition from public to private hfy, as she had made Other 
IransatiDna in her life Adler Eighteen years of contented obscurity, nr, 
ISlh November 1645, tine great empress, aged sixty-eight, passed .neay 
She was buned in a mausaJcunt :-hc had built for her&elf beside that of 



her husband. 
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Chapter Eight 

THE paradise 

ON EARTH 




The Man Behind die Mask 



ti i CHAM IM-IAN it FharatialK mask slides into pliCf The pprmn 

agr»*3i m** to P ™, -« m J*m. 

T icrJtb him clear df alt Hip grid** of life aril pfeseitE hun u 
Gf€&i Mughal, gildpd, Lnejcwr.Ufd and TfefWd, Urget th.m Bfe 

bUl three nwlinutoiiB chrorildfls uF the rtLgn of Shah l-nh.Ln. 

n ff«nsiL hLStnries by his court Lurs, every dopier of which wis approved 

l to i juptror pmwrflr « * ■» authocitod ten. 

m Utile about ihe man Piobalily no one even really k™ r v Shan 
ahowi a'5 a pe^n r for there W 3 R a M hauteur flbmjE him thilt dill nu, 
■■ „„ ]t nfi hrtlfsrv shah JahiW did not Write hi -. UitmOlis Nor wt re thf it 

mv'-ecret dicufete in Uis reigj§ Had * uni L " Cl '" r \ i. 1 ' "'' ! " “ ' 

FP#d ™ Only the jcHirtinl* nf Europe™ 

Z qpl^W. ** 1#* and ****** -* 

the tmag/of thur seemingly imtnicuhfc emperor neditk 



, ha m 1AHAM WAS bom on Ifaa night .if 15th J M«y E592 in 
SR AH ajgo called Todh U,u. daughter of 

,„,ta '7^., rae i Main m» " ■" &¥» <•' 

(..day Singli RaUk ' u ■ | -hiu namv-i Kbun-am 

«*«r On to »»h ^fL*d u “ r l Ompip 
Ipmus) JW*I#S ' 1 " wre h< ^ „p When to prune wa» 

Alcb^i S ehlldl.js:- v. i .■ ‘ |j hi*. ptiitoJi cEFCinon-, was 

taut **, four tonto^^ Klg to ft™* educate 
ht-kl. as ».%• II* •' . lh| _ L -h L |ithoixl of Khunrnn, but it 

We know hdk' a *- ' | nimncied life in the pkisJt it&eqqn ot the 
to hive betun m urevcni-u . f ? P h „ i|na | JpL , K but 

WJKP te «•« hto with tutor ... to 

^“ST-I’y ST Asm pal»“ *‘ *• ** ° f AI<bi,I ' , ,ifc ' 

jharokhri rrt till W 3 Ifljfeir and Khusav ^d .1 '.vnv ne 

^ feiber *nd dta timlhcr 

who convEH Akh ^ ^ Khurmin was Akbar'i Favour. te 

5^'fpK^pr "My foiU froquenfly feld mfi there wa* 



nm fAMrr^r nM fahtii 



m. com pnnflon between liim and tn v otter children - r 
rtdprocalcd his grtndrathEqr's love find 'natemed tn \t a prttlc * 
Jnm day and night ' tap fotebgir When Akbar lay d 011 
”!" 1 ™ d n1 hls ™t L.ven his mote cdW^^ 0 * 1 

t0 lMVfr ’ ^ tense political situation n wn nrov^t.. ’ ?' tklft1 

m some personal danger ^ IMn B he wi* 

Khusrav*s idiellivn was the turning point in KhurranVs CatP( , 
m Hiked the? beginning nj his rise m Jahangir 1 * fovour^wh J i ,u 
set out against his rebel «n r n V as fehn™ whom he 

A Sr i,1 ?M OE ^ rpgertCjf ro ^; later, when th, SJm 
jOLntid his father jtt Kabul, it was he who first warned the ertm,? 
Khunav r 3 pSswssiiiaijon ptot agaiast lum ' ' 0r u ’ 

, 1x1 lhlr 5,(jmmcE ' i!, f wJien Khurrarn was sateen he 

betrothed lo A»f KW^ daughter, Arfumand Hahn begum the f ,. T 
Mumta^Mahnl Khurr.ins was thereafter treated as an adult tin u ^ 
^panted as a command ei of ■ 8.000 and given aT1 appropriate’ ■ ia w 
rns lea. I Ot the daily allowance he was receiving till then Soon. afk.j'V. 
™ ^“Hy^dcsigRiHEd as the fieir-ppparen^, and allotted Hissar 
Firu '' a - the tradl6tona3 Hcf v* die Cm wji ponce. The seal of Lhe Bmi , e , ur 
was tel jmtwted IO him with the .ulhorf, in authenticate in , 

dL1CF ^' hG wa5 a,5D , ' d -' l ^ rd ■- m lus Insignia, and granted 
royal prerogatives ol using a parasol ,uid a red tent 

Khurrnm ' s to Aijiiniand was unusually fon^hny 

ivcrc married only five years after their bofaMti, on 10th May lm"' 
Wlwn he was i wunty and She nineteen t, Uii± intervening period 

p^ ak h f hrM ^ thc of 3 groat-grandson «5 Sh ah 

-maLS ol Fm Lvler, five years after lie married Arfnmand, Khur&a 
Uiok □ third Wife. 3 granddaughter of Abdur-Rahim, the Khan-rJOianuL 
^me where along the way he seems also to have married a Rajput 

!.™ Li r | T""' * fir *l duW Ll was b W n io him by his, Lt 

p,f • b> [? hE ' li Wl /®': ^onam had a .on. hut the child died in fofencF 
y T: ° f hw l " uncuJl m« also conceived, for Manned reports 
hV r^hlri ? FraEnaflde ’" ° fhis Women Aborted AjMrffam 

• 1 l¥yU ' d ^ nrU >' «« ^I'chen of Arjumand “Hafae not 

h'm Chi Tn "^T Anumand is Sajd l0 hllve p | Mdeti wlUl 
him f ,t her dlUdren ano mmo ,houJd come to blows ewer ,^e,>um " 

,.|.Ltraiid w,na a toennd WOE® and she bore Khurram all Hie 
drddren h« needvc, f m rtcon m idl .. ^ S0TO , md L daughler... m die 

months Shn^ed UT Elft " 7 Lt] ! h ""' aVl -^E 1Ji n a child every aixEeco 

fbpjcenlh thild. Kte OlMmflSSd 1 . t£* r“ 



sac 
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, qhih Shuia. Raushnnara Qbgum, Aurangzab. Murid B*kh&h 
•« ^ * iid ' 

in ' . L | i c number of Khurmni s children increased, j-l. did In- firtunc 
■■Prince SuJlan Coronne [m\ his 0ahin B ir r s) liurd son by birth but the 
. fi ' )VjWr ,'' no tes Roo. In iSl^ la reward lui- vietory oyer ihe Rana 
'"^Vwiir, Jahangir raised Klvurram to the rank of I^Off). which was 
Pl -led .ugnin the following year: to 20,000 Two years later, m 1617, after 
T successful campaign in the Deccan, the emperor conferred tin 
vh-irram th L! Shab l ilhan llfld QL ir,jrLted h]5T1 fha prtVLfegii of a ^eat 
I h i_. durbar, honours which, says In aval Khan, no king d unrig hei 
1 1 [acinic had over bestowed nn a son'’. Sh/ili Jahan rode on tba? 
h'd! wave nf royal favour for aLionl sir yearn, till I '.22, when he 
sudoaflijf and unexpectedly turned rebel 

The rebellion was a mistake, but tucktty not ,i f.ilaJ one Shah Jalum 
Wl1S abated., disarmed and packed of! to a far corner of the imp ire. 
ui he was still tree |nhangir did not jmpnson Shah Job an, ,r- h- did 
ghusrav, presurrvabiy -becan-ue blilt'i |iihan bottled up in Elii 1 • 1 • a . 
hd not,' as Khusmv did, pos+' any danger at joining up wir.li the 
Persians or the Llzbeg 1 '., the ]tc-vf rivals ai the Mvghats Kihangir in any 
“iir.e could nul afford to tleslrov Shah fahan His oilier twn surviving 
ions wete worthless, Pam?, □ frivolous dcuholk, Shphryai -m imb.nl,' 
tiliah Jaban wa* tliu only hoye nf Ihe dynasty No; did Nur ].■!., r- dare 
to destroy Sliah Jaban, for it would have antegomzed Asaf Khan, who 
was essential for her ns the medium through wfnen to !-• hoi 
power Sa it was that this pnrice, who lit Lhc tune rtf Jaliangirs death 
had hardly any army wuh hinv, could holdly cut kw* die *m F in fo 
enter Asia unopposed and claim the throne. 

On hlh February 1628 Sfjah fahan ascended die thru.W m Agrafe 
fi at mcmarcli of the second century of (he Mughal empire hw 
^thnxmiKfM w» .1 mot forroity-ha hid steady two, pnxlumtc 
Lahore and the khiilbflh read in hi.- iViimc— bul il was an 



empcrOf an 

essential formality, lW 

ffitebtalons. AnJ Anura^nd, nm» ull_rf W,i,n.a 2 



eccasLun lo confer lionoum and gifts nn 111 * 
tirful amirs, and t>md them to he- throne A 



P^ or th m ** m r«- ted , " “ d 
» i*, . m* »>&»* ***• -w ,,[ *“ n,oit 



SHAH I AH AN WAS the quintessential Great Mughal "Inc King 
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Appeared seated upon his thrum- al the end „t fk , 

™ te1 "^*"1 ^ce/' repons Uernim- who w ^?V) n11 Hie 
L of his reign. "Hi* y»t Whs oj white- -and delitAtoiv S llrt ' ll Urn 
^itJi a silk sjxd g&JcE ei'nbfocdcr, qf the f iri!lst wim 

bn pwiirad anparalLcfed. exhibiting a * hich may 

° f P*^, susf^d from lit neck. n,,Hvld S. A rEC ^*^ 

*"" f qJlil|n had Ihe poise to carry with imm,, - , . ^ afc .>naeh.“ 

5“ ^ string He Wfflfi Of r«odXtf slflhxre b U f V « i>f 

brnad^hcmldeiwt and haH^w, ., Mt, 

"™ w,,h a 5 ha T , chtedfed nwe ,,rd ™ u , , i, han L dio “ 

h ,d '-‘ d W arthed eyebmws, j broad sweep of jnr„h A V* a ‘ hci 'T- 
l,kl 3115 grandfather had spurted fflwu rfr 1 " 

^ 1F um f he- wore i f„[| bwi* whch addri ^ ^ ^ hut « 

mwienana. Everything about Shah Man f rCriTI j ' * ravity ^ ^ 

' imJ l- weh *"<* siting, was carefully drcitned to '* ^ 

^rondatr and magnificence This was ihe ^nli I ET l '"’I* 11 * 1 
himself, to be n£ G ™ al m, m,-i h u Ul ' h,ld chcJ ^ ^ 
magnificent Jghal imd h€ hard at hexng 

SameUmes the effort aha wad T never an 
™ r ,ny ™» l«p, so mrMar . a al . l(>1 cv ; 

:-Jinvv mg any respect or difference nF : . , r J ‘, tbnfi n f “» bi£ L - 

PTKT,: and contempt < i J ally Si r tw “ WJ ^ L ** lttm * 

practitioneirDf stardiy dijflti Vet f found Rw? ' K,:llsdl fl hl ^ 
and than assay Jc hut. «?! /A® d wmc fn>Ubfe now 

twenty-four, years before the Mum oi hr - 1 n '] ^ Ul1& ^ of 
oi his Moved Wife t^dhfL rebdJ : , ; iimJ fte-i‘arJy d^, h 

Whatever it was thai oppiEwd ht ” a flload - :ah 'mme, 

himself him, Shah Jalian kepi his wiks to 

cultural inutmmn I ram Turk h '^ 1 ' ' ^ ° f 1 hu rf M ugha I 

c LZL l ^“ nepl ^busuoo.^ to I'erLn 
Persia, m u-i SS ^ lV,th sojourn m 

rn[]l #J grandfalhor. The nr^ijL: ^ , Vun ^ U!i Khmt ‘ ^ur'i 

Tors, an wives ut the ejnperor. an^the " " l,ndl1 '' ^ influe « i5e oi the 

Lugh Offices in | lie Mugtal coun* ^^Tb- 1 !^ R V ' n!f TIL|mb ' ?: of w 

f- as Persian, and HQ W6[ I. r- "” bL,fcrtim 'Humayun'^ mdlhirr) 

MahaJ And several pL2wts VlI '-!T ^L«r JniiAn MumfeZ 

were Bmnrt Kli.m, Abdur-Jlainm TH E he Mughi^p 

^ in] ' Ibmad-ud^k and A^f ^ 



TIN M ■ lirmMj TUI VI A.VK 



hlJ1 W rTS the lanjriiiige of culture of the MughaE.% js well ds their 
l‘ : uif? UiB fi 1 *- |E “ sa^nifirartl Hint while Babur wrote in Turk, hi:. 
d inrigyii^ Jahangir wrote m TLr-,3an and consi cle n.-d tfc nn iinurtiia] 
^^jjjpj^hqnent of h& lo be able to writti at ail in I'urki ,V tnr.shiih 
iiji.iri ;i £ -3 child he- simply refused to Team Turfci, which hnd imr in 
I | L . considered a vulgar liu^uagc 

Pursinji courtly FonnaLism suited Shah Jahan's temperameni H-- 
waS nn t given to mood swing* lik- lit?, father bin waa sof'-spnkvn and 
unfni Ilh g ly polite, always cprneo and formal in speech and manner 
^Jf-conUot wa* everything to turn Thr. was evident m his attitude 
ln 3 Wafd& wiitt', It Wo* on hi3 twenty-fourth birthday ih.v ]w fir=.t lasted 
^vinej wtien br? father virtually forced him to have a drink 3 1 was only 
hiCi d great dent of trouble that tip rmild Jip per-, 'jaded to lake J hltk- 
wine/' say^ f.-ihangL: Then tor .about sis years Shah f Lilian took wine 
ceraslonally, mostly red WtnC. but always an mexteratmn 

'Jlc did not drink fit has own choice .md m: linahr-r 1 . hot rather, at 
the Emperor's insistence," nays Inayal Khan. "F-fp had occasinnally 
taSum a few cups it gatherings during festivals ,md tin ■ Imnh. days ' to 
If, 20, when he ?*t out on his fiecohd Decenn campaign he gave up' 
drinkmg alEogether, peunng has enErru stock pf wme into tite Chambfll 
river There- were presumably pohhcal arud leligtou'- eonsiderattcins 
involved in this act— Iig had just begun his sirccesskm ifianoeuvres— 
hu! he avoided drinking primarily bi'cause he rfid no! Wflall <0 do 
anything that Would fliptura the taut menihranp of sdfiMlltr-Oil CltCflStng 
ham 



Shah Jahan was an orthodox Muslim- But he wu not :m ascetic He 
loved LuKurv uearlv ,t& much os Jahangir, and delighted m ero:i: 
pleasures, and m mu'.n’ and dance Says Manucci ^though 
warlike tie wes Jit the same time fond of music and dancing lo :,uch 
a degree, more or less, as his father fnhnngir His usual dlvcisioti was 
to lislen lo various instruments, to verses and poetry and In very 
fond of musicians. " Shah fahao Was hunsclf A J^l^.udng *mg-ar ll Court 
historians are to be behaved, hn singing was so sweet lhat nwnv 
pun&Miled ^ufa;, and holy men with hearts withdrawn from ihe 

world Lost their senses m Uw eStW bv hlr " Hc 

maintained a large troupe of ringing and dancing girls called Kenchew 
tkmcbmti*. ladaiult ones! who. according to Bermer. were admitted mta 
die seraglio during feshndsy .md ^(grimes tor die whole mghr he 
"amused himself with diewwitya and toltces' , which, m Bbhubts view. 

^transgressed the bends di decency 

Kimclwns weir piofesfad puhlr ^Ur-rtninc-rs, and the emperor 

consorting vvilh M sewdi^ ^ ,Bn . pfHniisive Mughal comm. 



SQfl 
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especially when he rook are of the jrirls min h,c 

Bui Shfih Johan. according to .Maiuicd, lustiftod^lv* d , :^ ^ ■ CL,b ^ , 

'Sweeime** nre good., whoever shop they 

says Bernier mod idly wra* -fond of ^ Sny* 



only Shi injinn "" 

women to s& rve his pleasure." Nnl unly Wns s i„ h KJ ^ for 
appetilo vniaouB, bul It persisted wdj into his old Ife,* ^ u ' lJ 
■U die age of seventy-four whs attributed b v st> mc ^ V* deil '“ 
The Great MojoJJj who seeking by srtilFeiaU meatier to ujv^ 
wbidi was naturally decaying sn him* teeing 7 3 year* of a ^ Up 

£53S5» ^ m M m 



5HAH I AH AN'S PROl&CUirY was a late d u vet on niuii I As l 

Mwmfaz wa alive he WHS totally devoted to her neirln-r S .** 

^VT v,hb " enjoy Md iwthmf; more tl™ (he bile m VJZm* 

^□Tdui t r to Ahuuh l Qazvm Jf one of Shah Jabmds bfllU] c hi- in . P# 

psi 

IJg^ 

abroad.” t^m6nn> h ™ ,vh f lhcr •- *»■» or 

lyme ,0 o,e « other ^ » *- ** 

^'^ ,Ji: i^ : il :3 ^ Wras hdt i ust a beautitul woman. with whom Sh-ih lah 
Jy^l ]l JT e; rllP Waa . ^ helping te f the anchor r>n which he moored 

Jal “ sir & ° n Nm 

not bothered ebobt w],i CL ! i* ' “ OTO "“> •““* "■» 

had slm lived Innml |, H maiS*^ H “i " ,lJr of !■“ acetssion. 
have grown end Lnld »tf hi£,‘ [“ *™ ltI iMidlv 

Mumtaz died ,+ u, u ■ bean «“wwfld more op^\, 

^E&SEX&S 1 ? **- - 1 W -I* 

Bapuni Shati jqj, (J , , , . u 1,Jr rtcen I h child, boharam 

b r ,wr dualh - "** 1 -hole w«k 

xcumnce ' *% Bhr * roTl1 GKCe * s uJ fi«rf ^ 
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pepr in public nor ttansacl any arfiuoi nf shite " wtrlef:. Inayat 
yjmri " Wl or this calamity, lin refrained Irooi ihe prach-e r-i [t&Lermg lo 
rpiMC, jjri^ ngi Lind wepnrvj; hue linen. From ennstartt weeping he was 
forced to use spectacles; aikl his ,ujgUH,t beard and moustache which 
[! il-' only -1 few White hatrs in them befcnc, became in ;s few ilrtyn- from 
p tense sorrow more than one thmJ whLtL." } \p ivfts even mcfiiicd i& 
".IhI’l ite hur reilramed hunself because? he eonMderoo kingship hi be a 
dwrge which could nnt be relinquish pi;! because of pecsoruit 
tjp,gedje^. ' En^yjro has no 5wectne:,f. Jjk j ilMll lias no rehsh left for me 
nOW',' f he lauitmted There was no ’iulace for him ,-n the harem mther 
.'Nobody's hico can duli^hi me now/ 1 hr brieve'll 

Murrttnz: was iir=st boned jji ,l garden on Lhe Lunks of the river Tapi 
i t -|pti) m Burheilptli', Bl% mpnihs Later^ her body, escorted by Prince 
Bhuja^ Was taken to A^ra, anti en fHh January l M2, rebuned on the 
I iji n k of the Yamuna, wlierr her great mausolvum, faj Mahal, was 
raised Shah JaJtMi named the tomb Rauja-Jumnavvara The llhimmed 
Tnnih, but 1 1 enmu to be commonly called Taj Maitnl, a comiptum ol 
Muffitai Mahftl 



VVlItN SHAH JAHAN came out of mnuming, ho loosened the bonds 
of self- control which, hud bound him to virtual monogai-ny nil then. 
Tlinuigh lie dill not marry Ilgam, nor apparently turn to El IS other WbVes, 
In; now acquired several aircubincs and entered into ruimerniiB illicit 
ll.iisrms, even mramiKulg, accnrdiilg in bazaar gossip, adultery iii* 
married Women, perhaps even incest 

lhe stone* about Sh.Ji Jahan's dalliances mairity enme from M.muca 
and liemier Tlwir acxD.Llllta cannot N taken entirely at face value— they 
bpth arrived at tllB Mughal cauit only at J hr- eery end of Slmh JaharA- 
reien. prd in mty cast they had no direct access to inform an an on what 
went on m the- palace, hut had to depend cn court and bazaar gatsi? 
Nevertheless. I heir report cannO? be dismissed altagf th&r, I nr they 
have beer, found others fienwnlly neeUhle At the IvUSl they establish 
that there wah gossip in conn ciiyko cm th^P snmk\i ihat 

indicates Fire somewhere The Silence of die mntemponuy Mughal 
chroiucters, ah royal officer^ disproves unlhmg 

Tin- M«ha BeizbUT, lhe lvmk-long annual amusement fair held m 
lhe tort Exriusfvely tor women durm^ the spring festiV;t], ,n which the 
wives arid daughter Of Luts irs prticipatadr when Shah Jaluin i- 
said to have cast nlmu- ior jiammOUIS Punn S the feur no mw* 
..i oWed anier [the tortl e^]>t women’ smyi MaJlucm In those 
ClRi ; iaV l the king visited the stall, twice every day. seated OH ■ small 
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throne carried bv several Tartar women, jfrurrnundod h< 
mn iron* who walked with ihdr slicks of enninellod ed l 
hand, and mfcrny eunuchs there were also n J* r m 1|m,r 

musidans/' " ‘ 1 ' mj rne n 

"5hflh Julian moves past with Iris a then Unn Bi«r 
sellar that allradud his fsmiry, he goes up Ln Stall ^ 

point #BScfV, Mil ecu some of ilia things, and orders whatever d,, " 
For them to ho paid to her/ continues Matted - Hien th . u ^ 
an a R ravH>,l sign al, and having passed on, (lie matrons, 
thcJ --' l[1 ‘" lJjr - take ' ■*** 'hat they gut her and m due- (u ' ^ * 
produced Jit tint my*] punnet? Many of them tbuto nut of *U P *5 * 

v.-n rich and satisfied, while others continue to dwell there w hk T 
oignily of crmculiinjd£.. J * $ rri the 

Manuca u well as Ifemicr nminlafci dial Shall Jahan had ad,«lt, rnj . 
hau.uns with married Women, wives of amirs, and that the 1 Jl 
rveru often taunted by vagabonds m Ltiu h-^mr. who would Z? 

° hMflWast o\ blioh fahaiif Rejnember nsl" nr "O luncheon "ii ■ l" i 
Jaliari! Succour ^'Bernier dole- that Jalmra, Shah jJui& fev j*S 
■ituuMc-r connived With him in these affaire, pruturmte for hZ 
■keording to Mamma, Oven the wife of her unde, ShavEstii KJi™ 

E£"* “* nf,J 7 w “ who, in c^aph*. K 

h-dier. united (he said woman to a feast, at the end of which si-ni- 
khan Violated her," says Maimed. “ 

Whatever tin- tmlh of th* particular stones; Shah Fallon 'a post 
p™cuity seems tn be a fact. Bet even .„ has ajlluuls fhah 
lah.m was careful not to compromise himself unduly, dioesinv his 
misu-flsfito With care Says Mflmjcci- 'Although Shall Jahan delighted m 
well-made women, he also required them |o have goad stnse 11 ... 
feocmcuaniss of Shall Jahan did not Interfere with h„ core to 
hr? kingdom most perfectly,'' - 



, rHE ^ GST ™aal abnul Shall Jahan was bn 

K r f ^ Wl& JliS prodigiously talented 
kuphlLi Ja h Mara which b mentioned by Bernier but denied bv 
Vfunncci On the death of Mumfeiz Mahal. JaJianarn though only 

° V u lh,J r «P<™fc*ty Of caring for Jv, r f„Ui,r 
Hha ] rn ai beatowed m her half of Mumi^s movahJe property worth 

Z T 2 >' “* ra ^der on her si, o^rihK 

mr t0 annual sbpemF was rai5ed fram fiTO[}on 

El! wre Sri * : ' [° yal ^ich used to In tine custody of 

Mnmtnz. w.1s trusted tn her, and, says Inaya,. Khan,, kll the duties 
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,-w. running to Her late Mafeaty were also now uni rusted hy Hn 
fli 'ijwty to Her Highness lihnnnm Begum." 

Jjliynora was, caya Bernier, "very ticmdRome, of lively parts, and 
.j^ionutely belayed by her father Chah-Jehan reposed unbn under! 
^flfidirncc in' this his favourite child she wnldiet! i.-v*r his safety, And 
■",t- fib c.iuliCHJ'dy ubservant, thsit no dkh was penmttod to iippuar 
upLin Lhu 1 'oyid t.ihk 1 which h.id nn| been prepan ■! undtr flU-r 
cupuruitejidvrice/' Canfirtus Jvhinucct. "'TJer fa 1 her loved [her] \o .ir 
extraordinary degree, ns most lnv-lv% discfeet, laving, genuMus. cipun- 
nuniieti, and charitably She wk loved by ali, and lived in a statu of 

m a^l[ r jceJiL-u 

Was then? in inceslUOLU- rel.iUonslLLp butwuun !f.li n:t Jahan, and 
Ja.li ii nanl^ We will never know AU ducp jffsr?mns, r-vnr between □ 
|:,i rent i u’-d uhild have • sensuous nun and givon Shah i.yhan's indivur, 
,md Jahannr.r'b frustrations os maidenhood in the lasdvJouB ambieiwe 
of hie suragiio, it ivas only nafiital that there sljcnitd be litilktipg 
nunOUr5 abcnll them Bernier, Ljunerally a far mtire* discerning reporter 
tlmn MisniiccL, not only men Lions incest but goe.H on. tn darni that some 
LLturllers jLlSlllted it, haying that ‘hi would have been unjust bn deny tlir 
King the privilege af gathering trill I rn-.ro hie tree hv had liinekrll 

planted ' 

Manucci, claimulg insider information — ‘ I deep m th' 1 

confidence of the prineLpiTf Indict and eunuchs in Jilt (Jahan aifl'i) 
service,” hu says — duenisses Uemi<ir r b.vSOJT as mure gc&sip H however 
gom on to claim, as does Bernier, lil.ll Jahanaru had lovers smuggled 
min her rcbidenCJS, and that she used to indulge lp Bacchanalian orpea 
■TTie lady's drinking was at night, when v.tiipus delightful pranlcs, 
music, donumg, rind acting wt* pouig on around her/ -ays MaMlCo 
■"Rlincs arrived at sudl a pass ih-nt sOtoiaiimca .she was unabli to Si-Ulri. 
And they hud to cam- her to bod " Bui whatever cicT S«rel vicua, 
lahanara WiliS a bu.iutlfui, enadite cultured wSnan of a benevolent 
diTpoEubun, inclined to SufUm, and was highly rejected in Mughal 

1 '^Zah Tnhan very nearly lost Jicr onc.a in a Jure aceu-deol in th? palace 
The mishap n-.Wd nn 41 h April 1644 , I WO days after Jshanaia a 
thirty irisl birthday. "After bidding His Majesty good night that Sum 
of JodestV was proceeding to her own sleeping upariment when the 
|,, : , ni ,. r a f w dJd# ginruuil brushed against a -amp left biunuig un 
tire Botr m the roiddk at th? hall." reports iiuv.l Khan As Lhe 
. aEa by the Indies of the pak« ar=? made of the most ddieate 

fabrics and perfumed with fro.grant oils, her pmnent M tight ure and 
UK jnstsntiy enveloped m ham-.. Four of her private attendants ware 
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Jil JljiIu and I llu \ immediately tTiccl tti 4?*i.bngiiii!j|i ^ r 
t V naA HscJf over Their garments ob well, ihcir efforts proved ,in? 1 ? * 
A " 11 1111 Happened io quickly, before the alarm i-ould be 2!l? lLn B 
## Fibred, the back and haod.c and lioth side of the had* 
mure of excellence wdjie dreadfully biimed ' IJlij| 

Th,P Tragedy iMiteai yews after the vndvdir death Q i M|1P 
Matud, shattered Shah Uhnn. 'As His Majesty's affection / 0r 
Hichnc exceeded aii that he fell toward, hi ofoeV ZS Z J ^ 
l.i mejitable accident ea.it a deep gloom ever his ipmls: , u lnudl ' ,, 
CDotraP,- to hi* habitual practice, he did not sti r out of the ZJ T 
npartment ail the next day," writes liiayal Kh.rn Shah Jahan 
rite bcs-L surgeons and physfclans-Hiiidri, Muslim and Eurnpr.^? 
treat Jahan ara "Pram hr- earnest attachment to her. hi- took „n " 
KimaoJI the tA,k of administering her medidne arid diet. and Lapnlviml 

J" d ™ V "S ' net band ^ es ^ ™ hand/' eontim.es 
knoo. In Short, owing to His Majesty betng constantly miipfed in 
lending the mvahd, he repaired to public .ludu-nu* and p 
ennferent^ very Lite and quitted them early V 

CIjtl the twentieth day of her Injury, a physician ju 5 t then arrived 
iron. Penns began In treat her, and her rendition improved steadily for 
about tour months Then for the next tew months there was no fur'h cr 
progress At this point, says Innyat Khan, one of foe royal p4y « 
named Anf Chela, imposed a dresrirt* which after bv months hrmllv 
LiiuEtd the wounds to dose, and thereafter began \ 0 f 1C al fourty quickly " 
lo facilitate her recovery, a change of residence was recommended so 
oiimarr, moved to Dam's house, and Shah Jahan hirm*u moved m 
, I f hanHra ■ **tiwry WB5 celebrated with a w«|?-W tesAtoiiy 
L'n fortunately, her wounds Opened again after a while, when tile 
Luurr was on t he way to Ajmer, but a mendicant called Hamuq applied 
a plaster Whirl, herded her completely in force weeks. "In gratitude to 

.•‘lij -nf-I Ma T y ° rdercd ta weighed, against 

?L ni1 , wh ° '“ d qlways bet;T1 In wari t even nr his liven j rig meaM 

hoist, and a female elephant/' records inayat Khun A grant j n 

mIm -u/ f '■' lllas ' i m lus llative pi” W» •ho mod* to Jum - By 
Vtorih IMS, d«m mnnlhs bet fte fin! ecettont, Jihanara tecctatad 



t nhail “ ra «nd his earlier 
™r, J o | ih e gn , f over the daafh of Momiav Mlihj], reve.il a vumrivinp 
-*-"*** vulnerability in ^ruugl^r^ 
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grtjT-. He would not, however allow hr- trail bi - fo gel ih- a behcr of 
hut uontamiid himself hghtly through n ngotous .Relf-diunpJino 
U, ,. ]ro*i; blond inlo ice Cold, hard ptirfttticm was Sliaii jihao's ide,ii. 
,-ij ll is cold, hnrd perfection (hat WU Me Ml hLt eultural exprehstnoc 
^specially in Ur? Taj, Only Sh«h Jahim could have buLtt Ltio Taj. The 
fiuaittlfis nf lht± Taf — opulent and iiarllingly fwuilLfuI, nnd yel also 
Aistsre, perfect in iymmelr) r and balance, nictieuJous. and pauixl, iking 
□1 ci'aftsm ansh Lp — dre all qualities, which Shah Jihiin cherished in Ins 
nwr Itic, 

Shah Jahan txad ; down a talent tor architectural design quite u.ir! ■ 
u1 hts life*- -at the jgc of fifteen he had elegantly remodelled tnc 
quarters allotted In Jum in KoJiul, to Uie pleasant surprise of Jahangir, 
nu mean aeslhotu himselt In timf*. Shall Jidian honed liilenC to 
perfection , achieving great Jiaphlstlration in architectural etpresfliwi. sh 
I ha'., sis hit. court hmlnn.m Abdul Hamid l.ahori claims, "for I he 
majority of buddings Jxc (the emperor) liunsell 1 draws ibe plan:- ’ r SJi I 
Jaboit had in bis service many arrhiteds and tiesjgnere; and several of 

them including perhaps tiiC Venetian jeweller Gcroiumo Vernmep, to 

wham Manmade preppsferDltslj allnbnteS foe Lleftgn of the raj*- ru 
doubt contributed ideas for foe Tap but Lhe Taj match® foe personality 
of shah Jflhan ru pcrfeclty foal tt IS inconceivable fo.u ary on otlu-r 
than the emperor himttdi could have been responsible for £ts JcsLgn 
conrenl. 

TIk site of the Taj was origin ally ihe residence of Etaja Mari Smgli, 
and was acquired by Shalt Jahan from his grandson, ifoja fai Singh 
Ccmstiuetior began in 1631, md was completttl in abput sixteen yeare 
though work around foe complex went ail for sr-me more years Cost 
w-as no cooiideration ns Shah Jaf&l pursued perfeebon- Fefor Mur.dy 
who viMtod ihe Site when the building was in lb early singe, wpnrt 
foil 'Void and sdver [wem] esteemed common metah, and Marble Lmji 
as ordinary Sinn*,*' An endowment of thirty Jip.flnlela vmLfong 200,000 
mpeed annually was EStabltshed for the ma intenane.E id the mauspfeum 

Und its nard^Ll. , _■ _ . . . , . , 

tl was a' one- time b^ievcd Hint Shah Jphan nad ptami-d for 

himself a repLfon of Hie Taj in black marble acrob. foe Yamuna, the- iwo 
LG be conned ad by i bridge! Tavernier specifically men tons foal its 
mnstrUCliDU was actually begun by Shah T.dun but had to hi- abandoned 
bcCWSe of the Civd war between his- sons-, [be y^yimg hamumy of thn 
1wl ' r-| ce-ncept is fascinating, but ,L is only .1 Seder's talc There ls 
™ ' J rial ev idence of any such ennitnict inn, nnr ts then any rafarence 
to it in any ufoer source Shah Jaban would he buried beside IilT* wile 

In foe Taj, 
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l bf- I a] Mahnf ove^hadknv? every thinii <?l&u in Minrk^i , 
but Shah I ah an had n number of other ncbL atr uct ^ e J |," 
pnl.ure complex and l he Joma MasjiJ in Delhi the Pearl djhth - 

A^ra. another mosque m TaMa in Sind md the Shmbnar m 

in Lahore. He a!-yi b Lilli extensively h Acrn and In i ^ SdrJl ' : ‘ n ''- 
Lahore, UnforhuiditeLy, in these cUfl he pSd down i ™V vE' ' n 
red sandstone buddings to mate nwm far h* white marlate^acW " 
several o/ Shall Johan'i ^ building fo J>[hi Jnn. ^ 
by M B^h m the aftermath of the 

We.v! niily f the Taj r Shah Mian's ,no,t ranmvnVi bt Sd lTno 
uhm marble palace complex he built in Delhi L4|- v.iiiu L h '' i ^ ^ 

on the DLwan-i-Khas, the fill of private lud.w. £ in ^riS ^ 

A/fJtr /inJujis' ih-jr m-yj mt\m 
tittMin List, ],■ I'jiijfurj ,js-( ri ,Fin?rjjji rih j ‘j 

(If Uterc be a pnmdrsc err m rtit 
h's Ihh, it's tins, it’s this*} 

nio w.us indeed what it was in the s*.-enteaiith-centiirv Wd n 
to be expert that S.hah Mian would build a capita] rity nf tj ^ 

£7. c ~ w- ««*«•*. ft. - 

at;,, -u perpetuate his n»rmjr» Th, si , E 0 , u* ralned ^ 

'thdiniXubid" "f 1 ' thi ' , ' U:r ' ™ iB "S D " lhl ' ^ «*«« lot 

I Z iSM&i t:i r« a ; j^sr “ c 

rr; j h» m rz 

S T he ™ r ' e " ! "H—vi mtlfittre could i- fa “ 

6.5 nflto tuper^j mcluding the cast D f feStiS' “ pl “ ^ ™' : 

^ •»** long cetebmNon tn 

100,000 rupees'. Was cut im fh Cld ?™ d 'rum Gujaral <ii a cost of 
durbar Jinii. f Qr ^ D( . . ' ' ' P yf the Dtwfln-i-aip, the 

ttClLn5|Cl1 - Hie Cflrtnpy, according to lliayat Khan, 
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, . j i i 1 1 cl a ream mud ot'- 30,003 mnn, and i! 1 ook .lull,' Jj h t>i!:ir - nm month 
|.. eject lL using "'the most powurful hcLle .mdE iiiachimny" Pram 
^ n t]i,ih Jnhur travelleJ by the Y.irnunit jri the royil barge to Jtl«. 
j1eIiV md hn enlered it on lEJth April 1^49,, lu mount, at the Ijmp 
^nedfied by aetrologerin auspifflius, the U-v. , ll-. d Throne m \hti Hall 
2\ public Audience/' says Inayat Klinn 

flie je^cile-d tlirone lhal ErayaE Khnn refer; >•:> l. Uie fubuiLirjs 
Peacock Throne ihnt Shah Jiili.tn had cummif sionr J c«r hi-. accessEon, to 
jispky the vnsl coded Lon of gems accumulated during preceding 
lcLpn!> Hie Mughal? ivure great ConnOEb-StUun. nf gem?. Akbdr WJS on 
, IV Lit collator, and llte Mughal gem collection was Jnrgeh : nccumuJated 
Ijy | lLm Jalujigir. accaSOng L »:■ Terry, was ;.iri authority nn gems, and in 
Sh.Lil J Lilian ive have the uJbmale COgnoaiente, who, p.ij'fi Uemier 
"understood better Ilian any man the value uf evi-ry kind IH pn?iinuF, 



.,|nne 

Tfie Peacock j hrnue was a unique achievement of the jtwdier's afi 
"It is ilic richest Luid maul superb throne which ha? even bcun ictu in 
the v/orld,[' say? Tavernier. "U urdcrcd ihaL, in arfdihon to Ihc 

jEWeds in the imperial jewel-house, rutjd., gfumeta diamoniJs, rich 
pearls and emerald?, to the value of 2 CO Laklis (twenty nrildon) of 
rupees should bu brought for Uie inspection of !ha PmpLTO- and Hi.it 
they, Willi some exquisite jewels of great weigh! exnveEfxnq 5D,DOO 
jMirJsr, and Worth eighty-six lakfis (E , r niiUinn) of rupee?, having li*r-n 
carefully scLecred| bliould be handed over to E3e-badal Kl=an, the 
superintendent of the goldbimlh'? depaittnenf, says Lahari, Csert 
ljvas also to be given la htm une lakh (103,000] !o!i-. of pure prick equal 
10 25U,UOO misbds in weight :ind fourteen Eakhs (1 4 million) of riiptes 

tn value. ,r LI L: 

•'The duoLu',' continuus Lnhon, was to W (hn&e g.i- lahou. -■ 

mfetie?) in length, two and a half (about two metre?) an breadlf. and 
five l about four mctreEj LU Height, and was (o be .set with the- above 
mentioned jewel?. The outside of Lhc canopy was la be of enamel work 
with occasional Gems, the inside was la be thickly set vvith rubles 
eanneti, and Other jewels, and .1 Was to be ^uppo^d l,y twrivo 
emerald column?; On Ihe top of cadi pillar there were in be two 
peacocks thick set With S pn15 ' between cadi LWO peacocks a bee Kt 
With rubies and diamonds, emeraJd? and pearls The .ISCenl was to 
consist Of three stepfl set with jcW?Ls of nnc water. JlmthronU v,, ; - 
rnmtilfited tn |he CEiufi* of seven year? ill n cost of lOJ. Inkfe ien 
' .„JL| of rupees. Qt the eleven lewelted reecSStS (taiJitn) formed 
around tt Tar cUiflictf'S, tire middle one. uiteodc-d for the seat of the 
Lm|" B rur. cost ten laklu, (one ndllUm) oi rupees Among the jevvels Set 
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Ln this raossa was a ruby worth a lakh □ i rupees which Shall A hi 
lh(f king of Iran, had presented to the bit <_■ Emperor fahnnp L r ' 

Tlie ten trdliion rupees, lli.it Lehon mentions bs the cost 
F eatwh Throne was only the coat of nia'cn*|& u^d m it Bn ^ 
estimatM the total cost at the Peacock Throne ,H thirty or forty JS 1 *? 
rupees. Tavernier, who examined it with .1 jeweller's pvu and j„ . ^ 
the gems used on Jt with precision, states, without enmnuttme him T 
ihnt lie was told th.it the throne cost 107 million rupees 5hah[n]iah ' 
on the Peacock Throne for the first time ITT 1634. the eighth year of F ‘ 
T^ign, during die n^ratkn of die vernal equinox thid ye/ r m Ae™ 
faler the throne wsi taken to Delhi, when the emperor shifted tS 
-capital to ShahjahannhaiJ. 



SHAH jAHAN WAS probably the wealthiest man m ihp world m ] ljs 
tune -In order to preserve with great security the immense wealth 
Which tnh Litre Olid extortions augment every year, lie (Shah iohin'i 
caused lr> he constructed, under his palace of Defy, two deep caVcfi 
supported by vast marble pillars," says Bernier Tiles 0[ sn |d w ' 
Stored m one. ano of Silver in the other, and to render more .[iftKuj. 
unv .ntentpL to carry iway his treasure, he caused, oi both met.ils 
r-Leces to be mode of so prodigious a size as to render Ibem useless far 
the purposes of commerce T 

blizh la ban's annual revenue m lb47 r according fo the figures given 
Li> Lahnn, was 220 milium rupees, hf which his privy purse" (the 
LncQmE from urown lands) was thirty million rupetai According fa 
lauunalh Siirkar, Shah fahan had jewellery worth Efty million j-LipeES 
one of hJ5 msaries, with live rubies and thirty pearls, was valued" a! 

■' aTO ™P GE5 ' a nd the aigrette he wore on his turban on the anniversary 
d hL5 cmhahnn at \1\ million rupees Barkur further reckon, tha! 
-hah Jnhan gave away ninety-five million rupee? in tmts in the hrel 
twenty years of lus reign, 

There was of Cburee a pace io be paid lor such extravagance And 
“ al [ nce was Tiy the common, people, whose pSJVuriy ann 

31^^" ternary with the opulence of the Mughal 
numg eta®. There Was a Substantia] increase m. the revenue at the 

Lir,d f ir ShL " lh lclhE:ri ' *>u± this Was achieved by a Lighter suueezuur 
□ I -oe people tom Ltuough economic progress. States courtifit historian 

ru irinr 1 t ” he the income or which was three lakhs 

™P^ En ** * Akhar . yielded, m this hippv 

Z^ teVetlUS * U 2 u 1 ^ 5 (onc milJjan ) |r ' But thls three-fold increase 
m revenue wo* miMed by a four-fold increase m expenditure The 
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• .yoeiitlitLire of former reigns, m contipaneun with that of th- pm. tn 
motion, was not oven in the proportion of one tr fnur, ,; say Bliari MnJ 
1 Similar. incongruities were evident m almo^ every facet of Mughal 
jjjt. '1110 high culture nf the elite, fnr instance,, contrasted sharpiy w i tli 
1 h,-. squalid, primitive life of die common people Even the seeming 
military ought of Shah Jahnn was mare iJnb than mu:-de, ,is liiii Balkit 
jtn( j Kandahar fiascocs revealed, fliniiliirly. the genentl efficiency of 
Mughal admmistratinn slumped ihnqily under Shah jaluni, even as thie 
buTtagcracy pi-'!'l derated cionsirously 

□ie quality of justin? too suffered Inis is cvidenl in uhni can he 
mail beiwuert the ltnea of the panegyrics of the Mughal chromrfors 
1 "NoLwilhslanding the greal area of this country, plumb.- wen. 1 -,-i : feu 
1 fiat only ems day In the we^k. Wednesday, was fised upon fur dn_ 
admoustratiOll or justicu,'' writes Share Mai, "and it was rarely even 
rhL'O that iwcnty plaintiffs could he found io prefer suits Unah.c tci 
Joeep lip the show of a tire UH'- luring |ii?tice, l^huh J.ih.m hflrf to hide his 
officials I hat ''tiltluciugh =,o many oonildendnl pci^ans hud been appointed 
to invite plaintiffs yet eViil till! small number of twentj pUmhfh 
□ulild he very seldom hrcnipht into Court ' 

TAhv were Llic- pfalntCffs so few? -"Owing to the great nltci tu.de 
.evinced" by the kmg tu wards Ihe promobort of the national weal and 
Ihf 1 -bJieral tranquil Li ty - . the people were restrained from committing 
pf fencfes against one another and breakmu; the public peuev. ’ 1 a| lanaiizEE 
Bhpxa Mai Moreover, continues ihe panegyrist, the QilffllntStTltton of 
lusncc at the lower luveU was 50 efficient under Shah Mhan hint few 
appeals needed to be preferred fa the emperor Bhnre MaJh idyllic 
picture of □ peaceable and contented people does not match Lhe known 
LiS Of life in India under Shah foh/in Corruption had aiwajs been 
rampant in the Mughal judicial ; -ysLsm. and now the tfianncl M appeal 
Ifl £ e emperor was ahe, blacked, as Shah lahan hiiugiHilv dials need 

himself more and more from the pm pie 

Shah TabaiT* adminislradvc diffirulbes were compounded b> Ihs 
drvmc up of the flow of migrant flLlent into India, wpedalJ y tram 
Poki biause A hb wars With Fersions Utd V*b& At the ^nie 
I nn- native talent, which had flowered under Asib.ir— itimulafac hi- 
ll- robev of rultur.il end i^fal synthesis, and die- opening up at VaSE 
onwDTtumhrs lor talent in hr* fast expanding and dynamic empir*- 

oow to Wither; because of Slab Jar. m s gradual ahmeonment at 

Akh ir- pohcl^ md Oie slackening of the pace of growth of the umpire 



METHODICAL AND EARNEST by nature. Shah JahMI found comtoit 
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And sdt'ngtli rn the security that urthodcisv provided h, 

Pt»ln:y was entirely crmvuntionAL Muslim thwicrnhc tmH ! 

tli^t though ntm-MuslM* might he permitted * ’W* 

m an IsLaimt stele, they should not be ajl^d to build 

rep.ur 1 he old one* Ulus m jonupiy l M3 "His M^ty r| lL . r ' r 

the fmlh. gavt? t>nJ&& that throughout n u jJ dom, ,7^ fende * of 
P tace ’ llJ tiad been hejn sluiuld be can W ' ^ 

^ Uhori. temped i ' 

ot to,™." Similarly, Shull Jab sin resumed the land and bu£* 
tn the Jesuits for thnir ,Jiur,h Ln Agra and several duird Ssiver » 
parts of the empire ywi* demobbed JlI?t m «***' 

Again, m cortfoimity ydth Islamic convention, ShqJi T*har, P rdiLh,i i 
Mubins from dinging religion, bill encouraged ottviEffiW 
hy Offering stipends and other favours to converts ta . UlJri 

M“ *W 5TO) rf * ;„ m »v«* Hu 

f*"” 1 ”" a?#* H to d, s □(,«„ IS 1 ® "' 

hfT " * H , mdu ^ a M '«U=. wife, he could keep LfJrtvd 
he bfiulme a Muslim; nlhcrwlse he wap to be E&ti and h 

i rated Captured enemies — Portuguese from I-tustli fHnncriiF r 1 
T' £“* r " *<-■ «nne spmi, Shah JmPn dJ^Jj 

- "■* “• M|X» ,eho “ 55 1 '“h 

ware Kited to; disrontimie practice, which were of&Sve to kW 7 

“ fh - sa]p of ,lla "' hljJ rhl - tirematum' of the dead or the perfonnan ■" 1 
mu near n Muslim cemetery Jgrfannane* of 

hf *7 1” Cl iri ^ orthodox Muslim 

stylL He grew a beard, abjured wine, forbade arm™ From wcarum 

— epurl,'^ O, die emperor an ,hmr turbo ns-a Stem S 
.2 7^*“^ “ d b?™e widespread unde,- jahonmr— 

to h E^ ° b :r^ ^ mu b^ to C0 „Lm 

nf ^ Drd ^ Which was issued . . 3l the Court 

^ of JaJam - was the prdhihilSon o 
cXlX"wrS«l 9 PP M | hEd A™ Uir4dd ,h rhe 

Shah JahiLn □nJnced’that ^ihe ^'7 *°? C €X ^ TimaT "^™ 

j.nd touchlne the he , i n, M . ' A m ° de of ^ lu[llt5nri l? V bowing 

^tead of SL™ H r IOrCd ' ^ VLtil ^ .h« 
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t£J11( r4 ulLnp to the gnpiit tempi- hmEl m Mathura by I hr Singh, the 
BluvlIi l.i durIn K ihfi «-‘ign of Jahangir And du,pite he. great 

i'undnest For Persian cllLl urcil fnrrr:-, Shnh Jahan enjoyed Hiin.ii music 
n [ poetry, and they flourished undkir hih patronage Hindu chief Eaip 
P f coLinM continued In sen. the empcrM in top pcistdons iks indeed 
,': lP y would even under Aiirangzeh 

Bui undeniably the elan nf the Mughal empira, striking under 
.y.hor, was missing m the- reign of Shah Milan In every rerpret, whi n 
Ijie Mughal empire wne apparently at ib must UnUmni, I he- light within 
was begiiinmg to Fade. 



Pyrrhic Victories 



AFTEJS THE RELATIVE peace of Jahangir's tuign. the tempo of mihtitv 
achun picked up again under Shah khin, with anrueg ranging 
length and breed 111 or ibe subcontinent, conquering new territories t ij 
£UpprtS^|fe rebellions Hut Shah Jahqn, unlike hi ■• pnedece^son;. did 
nut air Eimperor, ever personally lead (he army into battld> though he 
usually stayed dose to the theatre of war and kept an eye an the 3ctian- 
Sb.ili folum's find mapr military hctEnn, ;,oon alter his accession 
was ilgailtst Jujhar Srngh the rcbuIUaiJ? successor of Hk SLngli Burtdda' 
ihc assassin of A bul RizJ The rebel was quickly brought to submissmiL 
L-y| he remained truculent so Shah Julian had L.-. send yet another army 
;igam.ht him this tiiJiO under Prince Aurangzeb The second Bundok 
campaign, m Lb 35 was in some Ways a norten!: of rhe future it was m 
this his very first military alignment, that Aurangzeb, seven i cur. 
revealed the grim resoluteness thnt Would 50t him apart as n man of 
dratuiy- The campaign aisn m.irktid the beginning of Shah | Ll han, r i 
duLberate abandonment a { AMjlU s tcikrant religious policy At Lhc 
conclusion of lliu offensive Shah Jaban |oined Aurangzeh at Ctrdlha, I he 
Burn rick capital an the- nanks ul Ihe Uetwa River, and there demolished 
the great temple built by Blr Sigh and Creeled a mosque ui jLs place. 
The captured members pf fujhiu's family Wore taken to Agra, where the 
women wen- consigned lo tile harem and the young princes ordered |p 
L‘U L rough I 'ip as Muslims Hie adult inumbern of the clan were uffererl 
(lie Chairs of death or convui kan to Islam, but they, 'from l heir innate 
Vlluniiss . spumed the offer and met their /ale!" rays tnAjTHt Khan. 
JUfhar, Who had fled mto the deep forest, was killed by wild Gnnd 
tribesmen 

i ' ,f Gnur!e serinm, Lhan the Bundek uprising was rhe rebellion ol 
Khan Jah.ui Lodi, which &■ it unfurled, engulfed dit- whole uf the 
Deccan in wnr. Khan khan, I he Muglial governor rtf Malwa <md a 
JisecndEnt , of the dd Afghan dynasty of Delhi, was a favourite of 
lahan^r Shah Ja|i,ftn suspected him to he a Nur Jah.ir, loyahsl and was 
n-ary of -.1111 His Team were Confirmed when flic Khan, on a plea nf 
iJlnest, did tint g D tn Agra to pay In- respects to the empEmr oh his 
accession, a senous discourtesy Further, it was suspected that he, 
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bK ^ ijy ^hmnduapr. had compromised Mughal interests in die 

^JRedallerf to thfl court Khan Indian remained, says Lahort, *mwdy 
d discontented 1 '' in .Agra for several immlJv-. bul finally decided tn 
J | kc his fortune on h^ swurd rather than cm royal vyhlm, and one 
?, , n October 1619 Look Ihe road to the Deccan at Ihe bead of a 
''I'lk-kreriy Afghan contingent Shah Johan, who had been warned of 
p 05S ibte fhght, immediately sent a royal farce m pursuit, which 
jTkrceptud die rebels at the Chambal River, about fifty-si* kilometres 
lt h if Agm Bul Khan jEihan nrd a few r-l his men managed to cut 
Llieir way through, and, pawing through Hundelkliand nnd Goritlwnna, 

(iVentuatlv escaped into Ahm fid n agar 

Ahmadnagar. which had been n victim of Mughal inroad:! Since the 
■ | nLr , 0 i' Akbar, welcomed Khan Johan as or: Lilly lb us conjunction 
usmed the rebellion into nn mtec-slaiecunfUc?. Shah Johan Ihen converted 
Ihe problem info opportunity and launched a nusssiyq invasion di the 
Deccan, not Just lo subdue the rebel but to subjugate ihe iJecv.m 

sultanates: Aturiadnagar, BLjapur and Golcouda. 

r rhe ccinqueal nf the Deccan proved to be a far mom arduous task 
lor the Mughik Lhfm the conquest Of Hindustan- not uvlt, Akbar was 
entirely successful in hk southern cmnpaPffns For Lhc .dughp.^ Lie 
Deccan wars were tike fighting a Inpledieidcd twenty four-annEi 
octopUiS, of which they could never be sure which arm waj o^hn .illy 
irnd wmdl Of the adversary', which tbs subdued arm uxui which L„ 
buttling one Adding to the confusion were the Manthto. nut yci a 
□nified power, but the more dangers for that reason, tmpradictable 
ravine £ndfi of soldiers who kept d arcing tn h> I ear at one party, L~n 
nnoLier. always there hovering in Ihe buckj^ind 

, ;HA H tAHAW AKKfVbD m Mabv.i tn Decamber 1629 to vvenwe iHc 

bHAH f AHAi ' rah an Loth His presence was essentfal to give 

operations .Ifpinsl *bim ^1" ““ Tnav n at ^ says . "discard nnd 

cohesion to campaign. ■ ^ leaders of the artHV to such an 

mStt Ermine eadl oChads enl^nse ' 
" y^,:' n rountL It look the Mugtnils dvet a year uf hrm I 
F,wn w it h Shah H ^ their imiuediate objective of DqUid sung 

I m 

*** ^ kused bv 
NlU think.e Doccaii war dre SE ed on, With Bijapux, and In some cxtfif 
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t.olconda, filing entangled in It At une poml the MuiTh.,r a , 
hi hB cm U .c verge oi final vteUvy, ha vin^ subdued AhmiJn^ — 
bmkmi the fiance of Biftwr Then suJrtmly tl, e 
it would time mid again in tht Deccan warn The tiijaiaiirb „ j ^, r ^ 

7" * h0 "' “ 6ul,mit llul ll.r- Mughal, L virl^M 1 ; *9 

■l provision* so they wuMcd the pt'ace fleeotiiihi™ u ‘ ? llu| 

Mughal and shaped them out of the kmgrfonf " ac ^ d fie 
Meanwhile Shah fahan, troubled by a severe for 
™l broken by t* dezih of Mu™tnz MduU. h K „™ *=^3 a' 

“7"' “ d ( bft . '« *(*> « IXteoiber 1631 after a £, 

tarh^pur. Icnvms ii to his gtewals to CD „ tinue u, |§ ^ =" 

um Went on along eL- tortuous COUche- for another yesC in/-, h-li ?n 

,un * ,6 “- wl 7 , Malttbi ” W>» Who tad inker, an, tlte p--'" 1 
r™„ lmI i, Slorawd Dmtailb.ld. I he stronghold el Ahmad ,, , ■ , '] 
eaptararl Hum, Siteh. Ihe bey lung. Ami will, Ih.yl ended th c £ e ££ 
MS^ni-hell-cenhuT lung hioo,y of lbs Nizam Stahl dyntertv 

* Wi ““ 111 C “ a "°'- P*~ far ss 

Blit them Wiis now ,1 Ji-u-h complication Shahjl Bhnnsle, n promim-rii 
Mar, It: I Id chieftain wilD had initially joined the Mughal ^n. TI 

™ B!d <* Jnd ^ up a du^ndDni of the 

-.^jn Sliatii dynasty a 5 a figurehead king to appose the Mucha h Hr 
had to be put d0Wn . Ui)apijr , iai dehmu 

™ ' ,V ' 7IJ ; d 11 : ' Ccmmi ffiaw Mb hflbat Khan cradre^urder^ 

11^7 Dm '‘f * G ^ i^o^ct LOn by chronic f^tnl - and the frifi®inons of 
the ini erminahk- Deccan toil, the gnat general died in October 16M a 
Crushed And pathetic figure. - l1 

„. *» Sirah »>« 10 solum in the Ueccan 

L"T" °" ,' he cmrcrot ' 5 **M in Qaulatotad in 

™ ruary 1636. Gnktmda tamely capitulated and agreed to pav m 
annual Mute of 8M.M0 n.pra- Sbah |. ta Lhrn ,L„ £ S,™ 

barci ? ,,,L,r hf 

mntijr , f J > huJ1 an annual tribute of two nitllinn 

nxpsr¥uzj in ri 1 urn h i_- ailpwed to take i'lc* n+H. • 

estdiwL Alnna, i^gir state eTanu .kn l ^ uJ X1 °' v 

Shahji. W,!J1 <ht Mughahi in suppressing 

^hah Jariiin I'ojihrjrLtd the lemvs nf ih- aomeT., *:■' , , 

% P^Jut^^atywL' 

mgmr.,, cn gold plate .md sen, to Bijepur In a wWi Shshli tod 
sta 
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submitted Lo the Muehals H,, u^j , 

euireriiierpd the Ml^ld Shahi IpitiendL h '^ ' jl1 lM:| iJTOr '^ 0 ^ 5 su'd 

Entered the wrvice of E3if.jp Lir, ^ch kiS.'?? "P> ^9 then 

sultan since they could keep m evp nr, » ^ ^perdr ar r weU as tJi D 

l P an eye m tl H - ambit Jous Marath* 

THE PEAC E ACCORD „/ ,, nri . . , 

beneficial to the Mughals if well jls ' ^ .'' VEnrv l ^ ; ' rv md ^ 
nnd Gokundii took advantage nf the ■,£- un ii-, Jth" ^ ' Ut£1 ^ :; ' iJ " ,| P L ’- 
In expand southward into the Carnatic Til ■ J kT nr>rlflL!m 
settlement left thpm in poHsesHlen of four n Mugh ^ ^ aln Wti5 ^ 
Be ra r. Telii igana an d Da ulaia b rl j _ v ,,, l H , ’ pi ° r v 1 [ “ s ^ Kh andcsh 

nivenun Of milLnm njpe,- Hesid^. i'i ' '' ! ‘ iCL ’ r>rdrn S Lahorh a 
by the vote ns th| ^^-dged 

i^sjfettas « R h^4^ A « ra in f uJ y 

I hough there^akpa n ‘l? en ^P d north-west 

T “ r ?>, ? - l ruJTlkT nf ibUitaiy topriW d*rwiS 
i 6 ^ Urf " b : thd rimi - aild B ^Ber-thc su£ngabon' o7Z 
Mongoimd tabes alerig the nDPth^tem frtwher bf Asssaiu the 

° ,lnd Qljflw/|L 5Cl|0n ]n Ch| Loi- fin (ieitray hew 

01,1 dt m -^-entinn Of rnsaty) and Hnqh Ao punish 
defiant Portuguese!, campaigns m Oilman and Dm, Kan pm Lit Liu Tibet 
rBalhstau).. Bunddkhand. Bihar. Mel Wfl , and so Lin 

the most important of these minor campaigns, Rom the hist- uncial 
Ihuugh not the military point of view. Was [h ,. inhrjl ggainst f1 J 

Portuguese in Hugh which was the first r.otahk rfruih beiween 
Europeans and a major tnrfisn power The Portuguese hrd, -mcr- their 
iLmvai in India a I tlwdnse of the fifteenth century, acquired a fuw l.rv 
roomolds along India's shorn, prijuarily fortified trading pc^.-. which 
Obo served os Chusiian rm&rnnary centres. The man, Poitueues^ naval 
biise in India, m Cioa, WAS well Dut-,\1^ the Mughal empire-, as VC£B 
most nf their trading posts, bur they hnd a few seufomenfc w ahm l he 
enifure, t oo, in buflyEilg provinces ItSco Czuia rr Lt and lif-ngal The 
PorUi^uEse of ooume ruli^d the forts, in, seas. Imt on hind the) posed nf* 
tinrent Lu any Indian stak', kL done to di.: Mugful on pun Vet, because 
uf their iuiv.il ftlrmylri, they won? ,1 times tempted in defy local 
mitliurity This Wzis lvhnt happened in Uengd 

Apart from Giljiiral,. Itengd was I he major renlire of Portuguese 
activity m the Mughal empire. Ir me mid-six^onth cenUtry aixumd !, ■ 
time tht 1 Mughals were consolidating (lieir power m tlindustan the 
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Portuguese Imd wt 051 .1 trade outpost at Hugli, up ths nvc;r y r0|Ti 
imidum Oilmtlii A? Ht. neliLcmtFnl grew, a number ot irrit^nr- 
developed between the Portuguese and lhe total Mughul auUitmhe? 
Mich w clii? Portuguese levying tolls on "-.hipp, that sailed pasi I-fugU 
i LhijJn cbpkirg l he= trade of the Mughal pari of Sitgupn further up Lbc 
river} and conniving wiih— and .sometimes partteipatirijj in— the p irn , 
and vicious slave trade carriud on li\ pirates bused u< r hi tt-ngbjip 
Jahangir ignored thtvw Incidents m a iar comer of hjs empire, but Shah 
Jahan deffidfel Lin action 

Shah fahan had a perianal grudge against the Portuguese in 
Bengal— they had aided the royal forces during his rubelhnn against 
Jahangir, had fceiired. .same ofhjs boats and carried away a coupfc of j, Kl 
slave girl- LateT when he became the emperor, the Portuguese Imd 
omitted to send hum the customary greetings and presents and nidr 
..mend- Sn when Shah [ahan sent Kasim Khan -is tliu governor nf 
ItongaJ he ‘impressed upon turn lhe du'y nf overthrowing lliese 
mischievous propl.?," says Latin ri 

Mailers e [title to n head when the Portuguese btashly raided a 
village dose tu Dacca, the Mughal provincial capital, and cyan molested 
a Mughal lady of noble lineage Jhat galvanized Kasim Khan j n tn 
action, especially ,-w a renegade Portuguese merchant named Alforisii 
had assured lum Lililt there Was rich booty to be bagged m Hugh In 
the summer of 16-32 u small Mughal con linden t — L4lXl horse ninety 
fEephants.. liOO heats, and Lhe usual rabble of Infantry- -appeared before 
Hugli, and settled dawn In besiege the towjhi 

The siege was desultory and went on for three months, with 
negubabuns and ch'-fiE? aileron ling. In lhe end the Mughal? stormed 
the town, Hulling thousand y though many df the- townspeople managed 
in escape in boats m a dramatic m er nedon. A few hundred Portuguese, 
mostly women and children. Were captured, and were StliU tu Agra 
Shah lahartj according in L alien, "ordered Ihnl rbe pririciplus uf Lhe 
Muhammadan religion should be explained to diem, And that thuv 
should be titled upon In adopt it. A lew appreciated Lhe honour 
□ffyred tO litem and embraced live faith BtU Lhe majority bi 
penyprsily end wflifutoes^ rejected lhe proposal 1 The defiitnl ones: were 
given Lo amirs For CDnfinemnnh and many of them, auys LriJ'ion. 
'passed tram prison to hell" 

I HE HUC.Lt AC J EON was- a minor p rovifL-CiaJ incident i he preshgt' uf 
the empire was nni at t-Lake m it Ulu Kandahar was cruiLe another 
aiilHOr 5hall Jahan had soon afler his accession, resumed diplomatic 
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■rtlalion'S ^ ith P«™ fl r Which Jahangir had broken erf in Jus &q ut > ,., 
the 1 03? uf Kandalinr He --ent his first iujibasi itdar lo Persia in 162?, hi 
L .nnda]i' lhe death of Shah Abbas, and followed it with other embassies 
to announce hiu various victories, fhe Shall rShar, Abbas Jf r sum^u 
nf ?hah Abb ns) reciprocated these fraternal ii«s. fJni u lc J5 , 5l) ,.. ,f 
Kandahar continued to smoulder behind (he silken veil of cordialitv 
woven by lhe junbastfadofs 

Hie loss nf Kandahar was on Shilil jnlian's tffiuScwnct, fur it was his 
rebellion dint had aborted Jahangir's plan to recover the town. Luclujy. 
in IfiaB he was able Id seize Kandahar in very rnurli the same manner 
m which Mat had taken j l forty-three years earliet without waging 
war, hy lining Alt Mardan Kilon, the Persian governor nf Kilndahnr 
who had fallen C 1 U[ with tile Shah, to burrerudor (inj (□rt — [‘or ,, f 

ceurse, Shall fall an Lavishly rewarded AhMnr.iaji with ce=h and presents 
and appointed turn us the governor of kashmir, tu which Fiunjab was 
lator added 

U was then the turn of the Persians to Strike back, Hie SJiah 
however made nr- fin mediate move, for he 13 beset with r+- 1 "K? LLi Oxl 3 qI 
home and was under pressure from the Turks on fus wr-?.tpm ironber 
llu would ham to Kandahar later, in Jus cwn time 

fn the fall oF Kandahar Shah Johan saw .mother JcornJ opporlUnih. 
open: the COnC|UesL Of Samarkand, Babudt, magnificent obses&iotl :.hal' 
Jalian had i\o desire for Fergana, Babur's hcxneUnc: fi was !•>!• far 
away, too obscure. SamruJiand was nearer, a worthy and fr-asible 
objective, uspeetdlly os ilie Uzliugs of Cenfr.il Asm. riven b>. internal 
dissensions, were defenceless, and frif Snrih nf PerslH, Who w-is himseEr 
in conflict with the Uzbeks, cnuld be exjiecied at I bis l io iiemain neulnii 
li Uie Mughals invaded Famarkand 

Fill II it took Shiiii fa ban eight years after the fall uf Kandahar Jn 
make ,i serious move in Centml Asia His opportunity came m I64fi, 
when a major power straggle Luofo? out among the I,' - beg? Boldly 
intervening, shah fahan tent pnne-e Murad, twenty-two, and A7i \farTlrm 
Kh|.n into Uve Uj.beg lands With on army Of SOjCOd llOr=m and several 
tbmu^and muskEteerS, ariilJciym^l and racketeers. Tne kjng of BallJh 
was helpless against such an □venrfhi-krlirtg force— his regular atmy 
Cl umbered no more tlt.m 3000, and hLs revenue wap meagre 2,5 
OUiiion rupees- a year, about die some a? the Stipend uf e nuddJe-: ung 
Mughal amir— SO he fled to Persia for refLge on the epprOildh of the 
EvlughaE army Murad occupiBd the Cily of Tkvlkh without opposition, 
and after ,i brief bait Lliore. iturmed en bo take 'J Ermez on the banks- of 
the Amu Darya dver. Somn Ml klJom etnas due north of Termez 

Lay ihe failed but now decrepit citv of Samarkand, less rfran two 
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week's march awny Bui Murad refused In proceed beyond r, rMv , 

Itlis was Babur h home turf, whora he hfld often budged through 
deep snoiv tn the dead ol winter to seek .in Elusive fortune. Bui Mui^d 
belonged to another hmt, another lifestyle- l bough an inirepid pcLd je 
he loved ease and luxury, and did nnl want to waste his youth |' 
remote, frigid highlands fighting obscure battles. Shah [ahon tried l" 
spur Murad On by offering bun the prestigious governorship 
Samarkand, but Murad was not tempted Instead, he abruptly 
reliriquishod tie. command without royal permission and returned i-'-, 
Lahore Furious, Shnh Jalian stripped him of hie. rank and forbade hir -1 
frem entering the court. 

Till; MlJghals IV rre put of UiQu dement in Central Asia, They ..., r _, ie 
contmunlly tormented b> file Uzbegs and wild Turkoman bribes; who 
in-raver hovered around ihum, fleeing when challenged, hut mtuming"to 
take advantage Of airy neglect or Weakness in llluur pmy They kepi the 
Mughal ™ny u'vfer on it toes* ever on the move Mughul .Hoidjers hated 
Ctaitral Asia., and longed to return S a India The ('natural love of home, a 
preference for I he ways nod customs Of Huldusbllt, a dislike Of the pcoplu 
Bnd manners of Balkh, and the- hgoins pf !he climate, all conduced to this 
desire,'' say* Lahore A R.ijpui contingent in Jact abandoned its. p te t 
mound the time Mucod left Balkh and trekked back tn India— it Was 
stopped at the Indus under the emperors orders and forced to go back, 

On Murad's return, fchnh bihari summoned Aurangzcb from Guinmt 
and rushed Irim to Balkh Aurangzeb did no I mind the hardships of Gmtra.1 
Asia, but vt'en he was OOl able to push ahead tu Samarkand Like a man 
caughs in a quicksand, the border the Mllghais straggled, the deeper they 
f-ank ui Lcniral Asia They won every engagement, LhsE made no gams 

n,iu Only way out of the Central As son quagmire; Was retreat, Tu dp 
w honourably, Aurangzeb returned Balkh ib’lls Uzbeg ruler on his 
nominal submission, and by the Cod of thy summer pf 1647 made a 
liOSty retreat to Kabul before tv intei -dcuscd the mountain passes. 
Aurangzeb had tost only about ■SD.l soldiers in the vyajj but he tpsl teti 
i mu..- j_: many ru.cn to the eliMtiints as the army crossed snow-bound 
high passes in the Winter that set in early that year. 

The Central Asian adventure, according to inayat Khan, cost Shah 
]nhan twenty million rupees, several times more than the pnienlial 
revenue ot the region, Mo? an inch of territory waa annexed, r,u 
dynasty changed, and no enemy replaced by an ally on the throne oi 
Ba£kh," comments ladunsth Sarkar 



i J-LE DISASTER IN Central .Asia presaged disaster in Kandahar, When 
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Shah :fflh 3 n wrote a transparently diMEmbhng letter to the Shalt aboul 
hi* Central A man campaign-..- laiming that Murad had invaded Balkh 
wiilmut Dtttltoriz3tion--the Shah in reply bluntly naked Shah f.ihm |p 
leaf ore Kandahar tn him and Balkh to the Uzbeks [hen, m mid- 
December 164B, nt the height pf winter, When there was little chance of 
the Mutilate sending reinforcements from (he plains the Shah attacked, 
perennially leading an army against Kandahar 

The mere presence of the Shith at Kandahar was enough to urutervt 
the Mugbal garrison there. Though they had a i.trength of 7D0Q men 
enough provisions to wi|h?tand a tong siege, and bad last only 4Q0 
men m. the fight, they beliai/ed their position tn hopeless bosnu of 
the Mughal captains then began to parley with the Persians, and when 
Diiulal Khan, the Mughal guvpmnr, tried Eo an tome discipline, it ted to 
1 mutiny Thus beset, Dnulat Klip.n surrendered flic fart to (lu- Persians 
m mid-February 1649, otter a resistance af just flfly-sWen day.v securing 
fur the pimmn o safe passage out rt the fort 

Shah |ahnn ha.-f received uttoJiiyprurp reports as early .is 5eplemh«r 
l£4S about Ihe impending; Persian attack, but he allowed himitlf lo be 
persuaded by his indolent amirs to wait unbl after !h-^ winter lo send 
reinforcements f'hey argued tilAt (lie SJiah was unlikely to a thick in 
Winter, und that even If he (lid, the Kandahar Harmon wnuld he ahh 
to withstand Ltlc stegu for suywrol mtmlli'n ! lus iv n L wifhful 1 1 l'iKli '-ii;. in 
mid-fonuary 1649 Shah jlahtin, who was ihun m Lahore, re-;efved .i 
dispatch from Konpohar Lhai the fnrt Was under i'er?ion aagt; TT: 
immcdia toly ordered AumngoL'b, then serving: as the govi rnur of Multan, 
to proceed. Lo relieve the (own. Hie emperor h mi 5 i?rr then moved to 
Kabul to supervise the operations Auran^zet leading an army uJ 
scvfc was delayed hy Winter bard.an|^ in !he mountains and could 
reach Kandahar only m mid'Mav, a full three months after Lte Tall to 
i he Persians. 

On his arrival, Aumaginib spiritedly set about besicgmy Kandahar, 
but llton? WAS. little that lie could adueve, as he, mi daily assigned only 
to rdLeve and reinforce I he Kandahar garrison, had net brought with, 
him thf? heavy cannoiis needed In breach ttsu* fort (vails Tlic town, 
reputedly founded by Alexander the Great, nestled aga&t a high Ndge 
of bare rock, ami had virtually impresnable Walls bf dried day reinforced 
WLth Straw and stone?, in some plaftlS as Ihids as nine metres A citadel 
hieli oil tlto ndge guard c-d the town, ll WAS impossible for Atuahgseb 
to wrea-t Kamhlli.1T tiom the Persians 5 d alter a fraatmting siege of 1 10 
days, he retreated m early September, rearing the approach of a targe 
Persian expeditionary force and tlm even more dreaded Afghan wmter- 
lt would he three yaais before the Mughal.s wouIlE make another 
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attempt on the town In May Lfi52 Atirtingmib refumrd u, Kiindahn 
again with Mi flatly ui aVur 5D„[>Qt) mnn. but with I he udiiilson of a h' P . ! 
train of artillery Tine besiegers were required to operste under if* 
instmcLiona of Shah Jiihan, who xrioved to Kabul with a reStjn ^ 
of aver 40,000 men. Despite all Ihese elaborate Jrangcmt-nts H Wl 'j 
humiliation again l hat awaited Aurangzeb r,i Kandahar, Hie Mughals 
poor gunners, could not broach the fort walk, and it was impossible ta 
storm the fort against heavy enemy tin; Shah Jahan tlicrafor? 'orcLered 
AuTiingzeb to retreat after a siege of just two months 

Thu empernr was bitter iiboLit the failure of the expedition . m | 
blamed jI on Auiangzeti, "I greatly wonder how you could not cahhi.rD 
the fart in spile of such vast f n ■ p n rations ’ ho wrote. W/Itan the prim t 
pleaded for another chance to prove himge.ll, Shall Jahan scornfully 
replied, li [ had believed you to be capable ot taking Kandahar, I 
should nol have recalled your army 

Tile folEtilving year Shah ]ah,w Sent yet another army .igamsL 
Kandahar, thus time under the command of Iufi oldest and favourite 
son, Uara hhuk-nh. an army even larger then tile first two, consisting of 
70, non men. With a mighty train of carmans and several European 
gunners to mm them. But Daffi's Campaign was 0s dismal a failure as 
the premium, two campaigns. After investing Kandahar for Uvq mQri th Sj 
Dam I no was obliged to retreat on the onset eff winter 

TJn 1 Mughals Would make no further attempt on Kandahar Tile 
Persians* says Wans m extenuation uf the Mughal failure, were "Expert 
m Ihe capture and defence of forts They were master* of firearm:, 
3 rut artillery " The Shah put tile matter differently The Mughals, he 
said, knew Only how to steal the city by bribery, not how to take il by 
force of arms: Ihe taunt hurt the Mughsils, becauae it was true— every 
time the I'ersians look Kandahar (indlliling the first tune when they 
captured it and gave it to Humayun), they Look i| by force, while nil 
Ihe Mughal occupations -at Kandahar were by 5 lrat L igcm 

Tint three Kandah,lr campaigns Lust Shah J ah arl-— frldlli ding the value 
of equipment and supplies bat WLth the fa rl — an memdEbk UQ million 
rupees, more than hall the gross iLnr.ual revenue of the entue er'nf 'ife"., 
estimates Jadumth Sarkir It was a colossi loss, bee Hbah laltan i.uuM 
hear u He- W0S wealthy enough. In losing Ksnd.iliar, the MughaJs also lost 
■some commercial and strategic advantages, but. they did not matter much 
either. Wl .at Shah Jfihfln cmj|r| nut hear Weis the loss uf prestige hje would 
ne '' - J quite recover from the UumiiiatLOn be suffered in Kandahar Ihe 
confident enterprise that 1 -mU marked his early caiiHJr now disappeared, he 
became ter.lati.vtv half-hearted and he progresavely ruttied from public 
tife r delegating more and mom power tc Da r j, the crown prince 
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And what Ih? emperor became, the emp ire became With Kandahar 
>vb fliw £™ e lJlL ' their aura of Immobility. me,. wnuld 

.still be otlwr v [clones, like AunmgstelA push f 0 the L . nds o{ , h 
fitibc pnUnfint. but they would be Pyrrhic victories, won hy Jw f„f „ -J 
urrCinuthTig foil, and ultimately i, irj j,- This is the irur Sjgmfi ranp. Q f 

ihe los* cl the insignificant proving t, mn 0 f Kandahar— what it did 

to the Mughal psyche 



TI IE ACTION NOW again shifted to Ihe LTuccnr, After the failure nr 
die second Kimduliar campaign, Shah Jahan dispatched Aumngzcb k. 
the Deccan, as, governor. They would not *rw eadj other again’ 

Ibis was Aurangzdbfa second governorship of rh? Deccan ui TV hirh 
he was returning after an inturve] of a bn H j ten year.s. He feuftd the 
D ere fin zn a sorry stale. "Hie Deccan is in disorder." he wrote to Sti.ih 
|nhan, "as it has not been governed well for Hie last ten years ■ Always 
Eelf-rigJiteuLi;-. Mil dyer ready tc blame bis djffjcultfes on othcre, 
A ii r angrreb js not entirely credible' m his complaints abeut th- Di-ccan. 
Hieupb the Peccan was normally rl dcfiat previftL'C I funds liad Co he 
brought in from Other provinces in fuioncu its govemmeni) and frecjtiCnt 
dumges ol te governors ( there Vi'cuu six belweeji Aiirangielifa firsi nu 
.siicnno govemorsbtpj had nut helped mp.tlers any tuLliei vel *L K-on; 
improbable I hii( twenty yvarj inf pEace in Lhn icgiun had no( brought 
sums prosperity ID Lt At least one governor,, KI'uUl-t Daman, had 
managed to remit money from the Dl’ccotl to the imp^rJili treasury'. 
proudly c|ainiitlj|, "Ollier governor:- had to gel monny from Hindustan, 

1 any Sending moiioy there!" Certainly tiierc was gund revenue pafentifll 
m Ihe province. 

SEiuh jiahan therefors would nu’ giant AurdiUgaeb the odiifional 
fLtildi he ruque-sCed. hut advlsc-d Jitiii <0 pramnl? curtiT r=l:on .Hid impruvu 
revenue collectian. In respanSi?, Aurangzeb inlraducad Tariar Mai's 
revenue system erstn the DeCCiSti. advanced loans Id poor peasanln for 
■a rm in .- and tightened ihe administjuftori by weed rig uui metf Linen r 
and venal afficers Bu! tlies^ were lung term solutions, while bis riL-eds 
were urqent. "Haw con f, in one season ar hVCi>’ bring bad; to .cuitfvalicn 
a. pargana which lia* been uliproductive of raveniiE for Cwenty years? 
Aurau£zeh indignantly wrotE to 5hah Jahan 

A quick way ant of his predicant Wit was far AurangzEb In conquer 
new terrstaries, winch would earn hun llie revenues he needed and 
EllSD redeem fui miktaiy JEputaSion -jluttErcd by tlae Kandahar firuco 
In Jus. quandary. An wngzeti's- ravening fell on Gckonda, which, 

had submitted meekly '0 the Mughal? lt, 163d, ,md could he expected 
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k> liti so again Golcnnda was easy pray, soft an* i flabby, nil^j u 
slothful monarch sunk in dissipation. Besides, Golcondn whs '\mm * , ^ i’ 1 
rich, a mine of wealth. iwi its very hJimi! camr- tu mean m Enehsl i " in 
land was fertile and Well cultivated, and Ilium wem fTdurisliba Wm* 
fmd carpet industries, famed gold and diamond mines. Hyderabad lif 
capital uf Gokonda. wm a renowned centre of the diamond lr,nd< i 
which merchants from all over ihe world flocked hi Muclfe} n1|ia 

(Masulipntemj, the kingdom hod a celebrated international port and 
Emporium. q 

11 the opulence of Cnkonda vfate not teasan enough for znvadm 
s k Aurangzeb had the ercLiSU that the tribute due jrOm the kingdom Ire 
rhp treaty of 1636 WJi m arrears FurLher, Gnlconda wa- ; charged with 
invading, without imperial sanction, the Camabr, an extensive Lnn | 
Stretching from fh.e Krishna. Elver HO die Raven River., made up 0 f a 
mosaic -if small princlp all lies. fragments of the shattered Vifeyatia Be i T 
empire. " “ 



GOLrt3MQA r S INVASION Of lllC Cum.ihr m Itiu rrud^evcu^nth ceiltui-v 
was mesremiindeiJ by Mir j Limb, one nf the moat colourful af Uiu Perriaft 
migrants to rise in high office m India. He was ‘'the son of an Oyl-nuii of 
Isfahan," says Thevcnot, and had originally come h> Indm as the perearutl 
aKeildant of □ Persian mendiort In Gukunda he set himself Lin as, a trader. 
:'l-d. miring business .me pnlilut. with great Finesse, soon aniassvd an 
LiKHiaise fortune Simdfcuwmtsly tie also rose in government service lo 
bccumE die prime mmtslcr uf thu sultanate, a powtkm in which he 
Entrenched himself, according to Bernier, through, an advantageous liaison 
With the queen mother Mir Jmnla utilized his office to enrich himself 
further by securing profitable iradu monopolies, or.d by carrying On 
extensive comment with Various parts of tile world, as Well ns by Lhe 
diamond mines which he farmed Linder feigned hamte/' say-- Bernier. 
Furiiter, by invading the Carnatic, he looted the long b lined treasures uf 
die Ancient temples and royal fomilip?. ffiunj 

^M r -umlo thus became Dno af the richest men in India, reputedly 
m pwKSSkire of riven ty BWUMels L.l diamond v acccirdinp to T.ievonot 
He ruled over an extensive jagur, some SOQ kilometres long arid eighty 
kilometre broad, which yielded an annual revenue of four nullum 
rupL us- As befitted his power and we.ilth, Mir Jure la maintained, in 
a '' 1 " :C dLVLSions nr the royg] army under his coirunond, -I 

pnvalr- Army of riWO C-L'.'aky, With matching infantry, artillery and 
e Ephant corps. E-Eg Wis thus virLirelly an independent ruler, the king o: 
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me penl mherenl in the impmum in unp-m mhatl0n ^ d 
even to so Indolent ,.i monarch us Abdullah Quin 5hih n " 

wmM * — *0 

mnis, “ , h ! ;f S . ll l C “ S 0 “ ^ suddenly and w „ lm6 , ™ S 
WS a ^oM, hnd pu .ert y end lor Jong suilensd lhe |,jS e,r 
end tude menners ol Sir Jumfe-s m Muhunmed Am.n, h„ t S 
When, »vu dnunta -Npcr. Mid.eramed a,rtcd np m to. torane cupet 

T L t T tau "' udl for ft* sullen Lr i Ie 

dapped Muhiigoad mto jail mid attached his p^ per ty. 

Ihet d««* M,r lualn lo Aura.,^!, fa, pJL Bon , dlU5 orowd ,„, 

i ,C C , B nn a '?* k‘‘ hS hnti *“ ** up feeble to 

L.oLoi.d .1 On Aurengeeb e weunwndwon. Shell lahen eppainled Ml/ 

toml., and his bod as Imperial and torbeda Aid„c„!, ft™. 

hMessmgtoem. ,U AH..U -. ballad .,1 yjeWri S i„ IhL, are ,, „ lftr > trt n„ ; 
nt n matter hfiiveen himself ,ind lus mbuster, Atiningaeb =.&nl eariv m 
1656/ an expeditiimaiy force afot^iog towards Hyderabad under the 
cDrrtmand of Jus *>n Muhammad huJl.m, and himself fallowed wth (1 
large to rctr, even flmugh AbduHi ih had by then complied i VE th ffifr 
Mughal demafuls 



.■ i □ rangzeh s mstnirtioiis to Muhammad bulton were explicM .uid 
chillingly brutal ■Qutli-ul-niulk ls ,i , LWOrd and wdl preb,lbl| offer ra 
resL.lnnco J hp wrnle, Suirourni his palaci? with yuur arlrllcsr and’ .iko 
post a dc-technsenl to bar his flight Eo Gdcanda, But beforv doing so, 
send lT carvfully chosen musscngei 1 If. Jum. saying. I hud trr Jong ocen 
ejecting (hat you would meet me and hospitably ask mu to stay with 
you But as you have not dona so, f have myvelf cOjue to you 
Immediately on ddlVuring this message, a I rack him unpefuinu.Jv and. d 
you can rr.annge it. ligLiturt his neck uf ths liujdai of his head ' 

Abdi: Hah sa^ud his huarl by fleeing Jo ihe nearby tert ol Gofrunda. 
busiegied there by Aimmgiub. dlu L- id (mi tried to pEac,tEL him with 
vanaus presenks and by making submissive offers, even sending has 
mother to plead lor c[Emency At die same Lime, he -"liso soughr Diirii's 
inlurcession with Bhah Johan b RSlr-un Aiiciingzeb 

Ariiaingzeb.-s abjECtiVe I'.as nothing shori of the annExahon of 
Gokonida, :ind he tried to yet Shah Johan to sanction it by temp Ling 
him With the immense wealth of (he kingdom. What shall I wnte 
■tbauL tire beauty of this tountry— ite abundaricc of w.ite: and pnpubiliwn, 
ite good au, and its extensive cultivation he v.T0(e to the 

L'JlLperor, 'At (.-very el ege alter crossing tile frontier [ rui't with many 
JiU’^u tanks, Spi mgs uf sweet water, running &treamSj cnhabiled '.‘ilLagus 
with large |?aJchcs uf cultivated Janrl attached to them. Nut a niece tij 
Land Tviihout tillage Such a money-yielding caunlfi*!' Anti tie pleaded 



327 



I JLir IWHSlU'il u-IN | mu II 



"1 hope your msij.M<y Will order niuicsaticiTi ' Shah Julian, rnLun^t, 
Aurangzeb's molives and under iht- jnFlticrico of D.ira. n?ru‘- l r .i ^ 
^-mchun aCndcMlHon; instead, he ordered Atiran rviih Id accept .A hd uLI nj- V 
nffnr of indemnity lift Hie siege of ColLondn and quit the kmgd om _^ 
al once! 

Aurait^eb complied On Rdi April l he raised the siege , ]lv \ 
bugaiL to retreat Sul he had by then managed to get moht 0/ w'hql |,, 
wanted from Golcondn liy the SOrms oF peace, Abdullah ceded ilv 
di± : Lrjct of Ramgir Id the Mughals, committed lump-elf lo pa y ^ 
indemnity ot ten million rupees, and agreed tn catch up with the 
payment of tribute Further, he gave one of bis daughters m mnrrjneE 
to Muhammad Sultan, and in a secret understanding wi th Aurungreh 
pledged [ns he had no sons) to make Lhe prince heir lo the throne , ,f 
Golqqrda liy such C^prumisos Abdullah bought a tittle tittle for'hjs 
dynasty from iinnihiladon by the Mughnls 

Around this time the Iasi remnant of the Vtj ay rmagar mnpmj 
Lhandragm, vanished: from history The principality, extending a mere 
300 kilometres from Nelloru tn Pondicherry, was caught like a mois-J 
between die filrusting jaws ol Ciolconda and Hip pur In Lmmu“iEn.| 
d.inger of being swallowed up, Sri Ranga Royaj, the raja of Chondrilgm 
■Mjugbl the help of I be Mughais to save himself— he offered to pmsent 
Who'll fahan with twimt.y-.fi ve imiliart rupees, 200 elephants, oil lus 
hoardf-ii i^wels, rind in addition lo pay on annual tribute; ailexnaJeJy, 
he suggested that his kingdom might be annexed. by the Mughals and 
fftven to him to liu Id as 0 jagir; he even offered to become a Muslim 
1 1 only iflf cmpEiar would protect him. 

Inexplicably, Au rengzeb Was not tempted, probably because the 
raja's Extravagant offer was not credible, or because ClKlildragEri was 
not contiguous to the Mughal empire Tin? hapless Ran go Royal harassed 
h Y his faithless vassals, deserted by his courtiers, and with no army ot 
hr., command, Hn ally took refuge with I he raja of Mysore, once lus 
SurVonL His last iusboncally ygniflcanl act was tn cede live air of 
Madras to the East India Company for them tD set up a factory, where 
Rebcrt Clive would, 0 century later, fay (fit foundations ol the British 
empire- in India 



EROM GQLCOMDA AURANGZEB turned, to Bijapur The kingdom, ill 
pears With !he Mugha 1 ? Suite file treaty of I636 r hod in the Intervening 
twenty years prospered greatly, extendm^ its territory west into the 
Knnkary suuth into Mysore, and c-asi into the Carnatic, thus straddling 
peninsular fsldia Irom etiast to ccasl Throughout this period Bijapur 
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WS5 ruled by Muhammad Adil ShaJ V lht ™th 0/ the royal line -if 
Bj^pur ii PLOD, and bencvolnnl monarch, who provided subtly tu the 
binpdom Eind kfepL the Moghuls ai bay by carefully marnfafa trre cordial 
refalmna with the emperor When Muhammad died m November fir, 
fiwrylhSng turned fopsjMwvy in Bijapur-rcbellium hr-, hr out m the 
n ,.wly conquered territories top royal officer;, squabbled and bmht 
anr.mg themself and ihe very legitimacy Of the new su | [on Ah Adi 
Shah U, ivos questioned 



-Ihu time was thus ripe for the Mughal invasion of Bijapur. All that 
' Vl1S ] ^E :iJ1 but Lhai did not deter Aurangzeb He 

pressed Shah I oh an for permission Ld invade Bijapur n h the spescmue 
ginund llielt Ah tVas nol really t|ir- 3aa 0 { lEi , sufton 

AuiMng7o|v\ arnpot'.al ivas strongly supported at the ruurt by Mrr 
JumEfl, -r id tinder lut inlloene'e Shsh Jahan ? : Lnc tinned [Jie ioivaiiiLin of 
Eb|apur, cavalierly sweeping aside the IreaEy of 1 1536. He iniMrueted 
.’urrangaeb tn nnne>i the Whole kingdnm d possible ur at least the 
territories taken by Bijapur from Ahmadniigar, imd cMllt-ei im Indemnity 
or fifteen iiidlLun rupee?, He was afao gLvcn die opfkin to ex'j.-riLL the 
carnpatgn io onnex CoJcoiltfa Mir Tumhi Was uHlin- tn Ihe OcaL.in to 
assist Aurangaeh ' Come, quiclcly, " Aurangxih wrote Li Mif Im In, -'faj 
ihaf we may hotll Start tngEther " 

Memiwliile, antiripadng the mnpemrj, permission for ill- myaslor, 
AtUiUlgZicfa Opened the Hijfl'pijT campaign in his usual bltidions manrer 
by offering 1^000 rupees for every Rijdpun captain wlm defected with ICO 
SOLdmis, Then, onZHlh January 1657, the day hlir jumla jpmed AunmgzEfc', 
the Mughafa h^p.in rheir advance on Bj|-.i]<llt Tlicir progress was 5nw, 
•ivemging only ahnnl nine Jstldriiet res a day, B.< it tooh Aurengreh forty* 
Uirea days to cover the 35h kllnmebes fmm Aurangabad tr* the Ilya pun 
town nl Bktar, Ihe old capital ot the liadami sultar.s Tlie fori let! after a 
liime-week siege, and Hit! Mughal army mu red on tu its hex I Llrgiii, 
Kalvani fnnee the Chslukya tdplt.ll), whjdi fell by EfiL' enrf ol July 
TTiecb was nothing da5llirg nr heroic ui Lhesi- victories 1 1 ivas j 
slow, plodding Lliough tenaupus Campaign, which Was the h.silm-irf i 1 !' 
Aorargzcb's Style, shall fahiin, W05 naturally impatjenS, for the monsoon 
had already broken CVtT he pciunSllli md dnrmg the rains mihlary 
opera hen- had tn he suspended .md tJi= amv. quariered - trirtinmcnti. 

He the reforu — pnssi hly nlse nndeF file fasluttice of Dara, wlTOfti 
ml UrCM&lCrtl we- sought hv Bifapun agents — ordered Aor.ing’ieb In 
cpnckide the i-urnpaign quickly. Aur-inyxeb then nego^atad a treaty 
tvilh lliiapur, by which foe kifigdam agreed lo pay an imltftirdly of 
fifteen millino rupees ifruru which Shah Jahan reniiHcd live rmliidn) 
and tn surrender i) number of fnrts 






nix nMiniL mm i t n r i i 



Meanwhile another player had entered th p field 
Sltahji Bhqnslc",'. snn Shiruji. who rampaged ihrpugh 
ih<? tear of the Mughal nrmy while Aunutgreb wa 
Bijispur campaign But Stiivaji was only ,1 manor muss™ 
it This - bme nnd he wins, easily chased off Into thu 
punitive force sent by Aurangzeb I a tor, wtusn Biri 
Aurang zeb, so did Shivqi 

On I hr- whole, Aurangzeb lvns able In achieve tin? 
lilt Deccan depute llie itsintuiis imposed on him bv 
presently every thing was thrown into disorder m the 
3 ? Sh * h fc]l ill hi Delhi .uid the imperial prince 

brutal war uf succession 
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ru <° fo* Mughals 
mountain* Ln fl 
lur submitted i Q 

Mughaj f-oals iT1 
Shfl} i fallen ii U | 
Muphal e-mpjni 

6 plunged tnta a 



"Ya Takht, Ya labut!" 



mt: ORDER TO Aur.mgzeh to pul] back from liijapur whs the i 'it 
major net of Shall J#n ns emperor Thereafter he, soob would demure 
the course nf events 

In Munch 1657 Shalr Johan had celebrated the thirtieth lunar 
nmuVf-r^rv of his accession He wilfi Ihen ill MbkhliSjSUr, hr. summer 
renu-Lt on the Yamuna at the foot nf the Sirrriur fEHs, some 160 
[rilomuttES ndrth of Delhi, Where bo h,vr[ gone to avoid an eptfemie thnl 
was raging in Delhi. He rt tumid In Delhi toward - the end i>F April 
165 7, but tell t!l nn 16th Septemhjr "Trie empejvir Wes attacked with 
seiifui c itlnnss in tilt form oi H Ir.lng-JT^-, constipation and other 
sympathetic affections," says Miihattifl^d Salih KamEnx 'Physiefam 
tried nil the remedies of tilt!]]- arl hi U a: Vain, for the disorder increased " 
HlS Legs swelled up, fever rn^e Hr wftS in great pain For A Week he 
took no fond, and ai he grew weak, ids Life was despaired fOr 

Mimucci nnrf Dernier both ill tribute Flulb faihan s Alness to {he 
of on astringent aphrodisiac. "Rhah Jnlmut brought this illness or himself 
says Manned "for being already an old man fit: Wanted still to 
enjoy himself I i k-e a youth, and With this intent took different ■'lnn"latmg 
drugs J ' Twenty years earlier, in March 1637. Shall Julian had bw a laid 
up with a similar illness, probably l.njin n similar cause, and had 
suffered "aacrucialmg agony" Ftw three weeks, say’s Jnayat khan That: 
time he recovered Slut lie Was fioW a much older m.m and his chances 
of survival seemed dim' 1 — sucty-five yents ' i(d r hi? had Already Jr, ud 
longer Ilian any Mughal emperor befop= him 

For ilb.UiLt I week Shah [alian'r- condlticwi was deemed eriticaj, and 
he noil her at landed the durbar nor showed himself to the public at !hc- 
jharpkha No one but Uai.i and a handful of trusted nutfS had acce ss 
to him. As the emperor disappeared from sight, she rumour that he 
was dead— poisoned by Dara, some ^aui— raged through Delhi Like 
WikE ure, spreading panic Merchants closed their Shops, fearing nh Is. 
-This confusion lasted in the city for Chree days and three nights,." Says 
Manucci. Then. -i ■ the rumour spread Id Hu- jinn inccs, the brittle web 
of mini authority that btiuntl toe empire together began to crumble 
Fron tiers were violated Fa inters resisted revenue col lerUun .Iteni^daiB 



nir i 1 i.ni.’i iu-.L ur-: i i,rtii 



k>u B hl will. ,-*h <Ut»r and wilh imperial offlrais; a „d briawd. 
hrkms m the sluidmvs ^ rumpling 
Turtiulcnt men from evoj ramer and i-piirl,.. „ral men ,■ , ' 111 

il,1v - m ptovmL-u and country, raised their head* m khh'' ar u 

Strife/' EK P'- 1 Cli>licin of 

TLyhJJ the rumours, Shah |ah.m dragged himself to the v mApi 
Ins bedroom an 24th September, io show his face to the public ° 
m ttejruddan belaw Lhe fert W all, B ur many reftjd &g|H£W! 
ey« TW «« present a very gn.it mmnbecof men Irnm (he Z/ 
,md the L-ommoii people, all nf whom, heard and saw " writes M m ? 
Em the greater part of Ihen^ said Hur was not Shalh hhir " LJ 
made-L,p figure prepared by Print* Darn for that plLod" 9 

Shah laharl remained bedridden for onoLher month but enrt ir 
f J d f at ^ manfia ,r soup, he began |q mcoVer his rfrS ' 

B) mid-October he was o LiSu to move nbtfiit He then shifted to ^ 
travelling down the Yamum, in the royal targe, as physician* S 
recommendud a rflilnge of ilir. Ey uud-Novumber, nur&ed diligent |u bv 
_aru and [ahanaru. bihah Tahm fullv rvcuVeryd his health 

but he would never recover power Though he would live for 
another nine years, It Wa* really the end of him f 



;V.‘ L VV - LD RL f OLRs alj pu( (he emperor's condition reached the 
mpunal princes tn the provinces, they tensed with apprehension, Thov 
l-.d their igent- at the court, but with Shati Julian in suduHon and the 
K* Ihumsehres walked, no authentic mfnmiittmn reached the prince. 

dowl! tn^ ^ Z ' 1T ' J mn *P* dh *ted had relinquished 

pmvur to Dam. Ihnr rate Was sealed They had no nltLuriabVebu[ n, 

p epuru '-'"^-,1 we 5 HO I merely an issue n| succession, but of their 

7 hvc *> ?‘ mJc -' r pul -' ] '- " NcJl on[ ¥ was the 1 brawn to he gamed bv 

VlC |. r :' | . ■ 1 c ";'' 7 , lil C! f uf dfr ^ lLt ]lfl ’ ‘ ,vas wetnin to ta forfeited " 

n ira B , v ahilrl [ ? eLhi for A tS m ht ' formally nominated 
at, hi, succassor, and had commanded the amirs to obey him as 

r T " ,,V 15 n yrCV ' eiTOr 5h ‘ lJl should have known 
J 01 ^ 50 f a:mld SUJ ^ to occupy the thrnne, md that 

■■ hand over power to Dam without first disarming the other princes- 
□arh a powerful salmp, with his mvT1 , rav -™l ^ w d 

HE h" Ut ^VT he U ‘ da? Hl ‘ -n.,d m S, ^ 

ll .rcn. tur L-.ni. bill how could h* JITi n fte the Liquidation of his other. 

bv Shun wim r 50l \ D ^‘ «'DS the ddust, followed 

by Shu fl , forty-one, Auran^eb. thirty-nine, and Murad, Lhirly-IhreB At 
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* e b, " s * at % Dar " with the ..mperar ,„ Delhi 

AL.Mr.satb wns ji lh B »k™, Shun «, Bhngal, ln j M „^, d ,„ ^ 

O, Om Urn, Dmii pnam mm Urn itrci^ei, ih E h „d the *™' rur ., 
tofans attJ had at ha di, pl , 5 al the hn™ w msp U .«i if tha impanal 
Ifaastity. Vl Care would a 5 s to Auiangzab. shah [ahan 
bebatwa that Auran S a* had tht has! ^ . 

■At Mf I ruar that mv eldast sot , h a! booonre the uuomy of jjood 

-„; l,a t/l ’ h r, Wn ’* Kl W** Hat. M hi l.i-ar- 

d, u.k.ng. Mi ill an, mad bhllja h» no good tail „ ccp , c „„, entalfnl But 

Om^oUMM Md hjleffigance of AuAigitb F „ k«« he falerel mu 
shoulder LIils difficult task [cl nil mg IrtliLif 

-I here was il toudt of sn^h in thb comment, lor Dcirn was' Shah 
Jonaflr; favouftte In Lhu eyes of hia f.cLher thu Emperor Print e Dam 
bhuknh was superior to hiS bmlhera both in merit and age,." Say* 
Kambu. When his other son;, deptirted to l luaar mspcctive govertimenhia 
tilt: Emperor, from excessive love .aid p Irluility, mnj [li no! nllow Darn 
tihukph to S° away from him He aL?o CV ui-:l'i.I the greatesl partiality 
and affection. fo| the hnnee, providing h r lu- honour and dignity/' ' 

IJara had long been groomed to juicocd Shnh Jahart, and Wdai 
always kepi ,1t tile court jn feriuhanza htm, with unpenai .idrruiusiration, 
Conferred the^and bile bhah-i-huknd-iquhal. Lord ni rhe Lofty Fortune, 
he had the ^elusive privilege of sitting in die durbar hail, tn a gold 
dlilir just bdmv Lhti Iinpc-r^l throne. His rank .v- cummander m 4C',QrjV. 
Wltfl mi rnnuul pay af fifteen million rupeev. was unprecedenLed .,nd 
well above Clmt of thf other princes Even Dura's sans held r.uikr. nearly 
• u, lugh as thn?e i- 1 Ihe empemr's ycuugurions, wiih SuIbIhilui Shtrkoh 
Dura's eldesl inn, holding Lhe rank of IF, CTO, In tap ten ill e r l65? r 
during Shah Jahan's illness, Dam's rank w.ts nliSed to fd.fMCt, mul in 
December raised again to 60.000, With a pay jJ rfventy rniJlicm nipi.,- 

DaUTiI was a pc-puku prince In COiUrftSl tn dour Aurangwbj lie ivn- 
giiruah and Sh L ih [alian Loved, his rampany Dara, complains Aunjngzcbj 
WOn SLtiih Jahui'S favour by "flattery, smonthnEss of tongue, and much 
laughing^ hny^. Mnnuca. "Dora fwasj .'i man of dignified mann t'.. of 
□ comely countenance, joyous and polite in conve r.-iahoo. readv and 
giarfous of Speech^ nf mu^l c^lr-iordintiry UberaJity, kindly .ind 
rum passionate. " CanfinrtS Pemler Dam "was courteous lu curivEraaliprir 
Ljuicfc at rfpartee, polite, and extremely LfLlilraL" l ie was ! cultured 
bcxiovDitnl and v. .inn-hcarlud prince, who often in fence doc to soften 
I lie hfirphaes* of Mughal ruse 

Dara% faint HiM-V was |'LLde Ml: entertained Loo exulted aa opinii'n 
of himself " say?- Ucmiti. bcllevr-d he could .'iccttmptish every ‘limp In 
ihe powers of hm own. nund, -ind nuagmi-d Lhai theire eKutted no man 
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r r° m ’ ,h “ c coarBcl llr ™ uW derive hansfit, He saoke „ 

1ho« Hho vmluced 10 advise him, end lh„, dclerjed Rw 1 
tnrnds tain diKlosing (he were! machinations of his b„ th “ i?** 
imsabJe, »pl lo memci ifmsLVr ,md u,suiiu,r e ,,„„ ' ™ WM 

Otnneh, but his *1#* <.« !c -ldom than momenterv^ 

l-nra Sad 1 mocking longue II Dora | 1utJ ,, 
rnitciimle the greet nobles m,d w|, litem ever It, h,. histavui ■■ 7 . " 

Msnucn He "scontttd the nobles, St wotd „„ d d«d lit 

otcotmt of them . He ortnted his buf&fc segemi tunes™ "f, T 
'll" S' 1 *' an *i tuitnres „i Mir Jumk making mock ™ hl^£ 
surptcemsS- Dam tvae «* the faeonnte „( tfj W This tin h 0t 
(Ottmut The ernirn, worldly creature- Ihough ihev tvje -V* a 
npporhmisuc and generally lacking [he a^thet ^sSSSI 
refinements that Dam chanshed, were nevertheless the mtermedferii. 

rirrr ^ ^ 

The arnars uroLmbh, found LJnrn mystifying HlS orp^rrmnn 

rC J ]gl 7 told .Ph'i^Jir. m,t,nd DfvriEh power and glory \>Z^' 
counts, and I ill; for the company ofmyL?^A { Z*' 

MuEhsif Writer phfc I*} ware traib which L u 

neither understand pop sppi^Jafe What they and d app^Se’ vk 

", .j c ttatl?d ‘ ]Ie had °r--Jy one major camnaij-n to his credit ih» 

11 ° f ^dohar. ,uid though he did nc Worst in at iLian 

£ hlS WpalffiSa ha lacked the aura of heLc 

fTiflLiirthipv the sptvifll blood bond With men forged in the thirl; nf 
htibde Tfcuugh personally feadE»> ho had little expanse in Iodine 

rjdJp™^ ?njaiL,re * ,h:fi farp oi da "&* Nor did Di.rJ have the 
_ a . l l s L-t t ^santa] to fond and romm an d Hi? wa? too -t Ah zed 

T1 «e would prove to. he major handicap* in the war of Gticcessfon 

,f n W^7 SEVL ' M - dl ^hilih' woe Darn's heforpddxy Aur^Wb's 

'T^ ' T £ " ap(>Sla11 ' ^ Muh.™ad 

ni^nT I !“ d ^ njcJ er. Charges Lhni Dana v^t ]*jW 

Z hu Z2J J V 1 P L I|V fnr Hirdlai ™ "He was constantly 

tllL CLEJ 1 brahmins, yogis and sanynsL'- and he iL^ud to mirird 

wZr Sv!r h ^r ^ ^^32 

U ? K l ^ Ie MusidoTE-d Uinir hooka wliich thav call Bed 

Cnntentii of these wratclL hooks Through ,i- ^ tD ^ 

hi. had. iiM-nn , : . Inroiigh li CSe pC'^^'c^^■?d i ‘p.imonF 

***" P hl «"d other obligntionB uup^td by 
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and established lus power, ^ foundallons of faith would k', 

nrd iho prudopt* rn k\aw Would be dinna-fj for (h ’T^" 

„ n d Judaism." ^ rnr th * nini Of llltadcliLjf 

'This was a genuine anxiety hot Dora nr> , 
i Mahometan , he Contmuud tc inin i t - .*,. .' 1 L ' ' i ' oq 1 1 tl N-im 

ftlntos 1 Bemier. Dara W0i a devotee of Mjan Mir ' ' 'i'.J ^ rpl, Rion 

-spirit, and he even compiled a binjtmnhv nf -V \ ' ' !t|ll " ,l!TI 
wm'ld not brnre drew tad he c S «cd IfiT« " "t ,, 

nclecUCr and inclined to pantheism, Ha wrnk 



I'Vt iiiJr 1 ." mi srey rlo aHffj ■.^fiJralc /faer .'Iw iitu 

Ezvnf drop 'f imfLT I‘. Hk ^ JJt w ‘ v ^ 

Wri/r Tirfiff rrffurt* s/epw/rf anc a U iht' irulfp 

E ™nt ™ rsh ' titai exist? a jr one efGraf^ fhawav,. 

l.J.iras" 1 tiled Lhc rajmudg Iht New Tesfernient, the Upanwlwds and die 
warfe of Su % and ho endedvoured la find a common gmund between 
different rohgions He espectafly sough l Jo mnjrii-jJe Hinduism with 
Islam, and wrote a httoK^spmt.vIr.Sa^rtlk fMlnghng . f Two 
OcoonsJ— In propound hi* tllC ifs W,'l, the help of Hindu pundits f A . m 
Parana*]/ DlIIcI himself Lrandared Ihe Upanjjhilds from Sanskrit into 
Persiiin. and maintained Lliat Lhe Upah^ads were withoiii Joubt or 
■ill5ptd0n, the first m nil lien; only hooks in pom I of tunc the source of 
the fountain of reality .liilL ocean of moEiothiiiim, m conform tiy ivaih 
Lbu Holy J'.aran and even ' CBmmtintary Ihereoau 1 

Such a view was not imtlSiial for a itheral Muslim— Jahangir . fnr 
iniitancE, had cnnsidcred Vedanta -is Hie scicncs of SuFjsm J '— but from 
tile pusnt of view of Llic (irthoiios Muslim U was art unpardcinalile 
Jlemsy, As Khali Khan Sitw‘ it. PmiM had dt.-Jaied Jftfiddily and Islam 
to. be twin brothurb iind had written uneahses on this nilpcsib lf to m.-iht 
matters Worse, Dnra dimuacd the mullahs with ; ,uch romaii- a& tha! 
"Paradise as there iv-herc no imtlMl eKistS." ‘ihc- muUahSj ive should 
assurtte, did lin: recipnxnlc- Dam's scum with Iovd. 

In hr-. iwllgiDuS ^.tdrjiics Darn fe-ems lo have muddled himself 
consciously □□ hr. great-grandfather,, .A k Liar, but ihero was 'Jus basic 
difference between them lhai ;vhik Akbar was primarily a who 
happened tu he hiTfily interfiled an rdlgjnn, Dam *-.m primarily ,i 
my she who hap|«ned 10 be □ pnnra The rcounaafuiy impulse, Intent 
ir mos.1 Mughal emperors, was dominant in Dnr.s "Kingship is easy, 
acquaint thvsolf with poverty," wrote Dim, why should a drop 
become 1 pearl wll«n itoui tnmpfofflj Itself mto an ixcan? And again; 
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O friend. rtmouro? worldly kingship end lake up wisdom kmwled 
and truth. he wmte. presumably addressing KLcn^elf, Fiut W u ] 
blood would nnt let him renounce either Ml W 

Dnr* WR9 the most ml Lured of live iions of ^knj, f.q^n- j lc 
in.: I t.he finest scholar the Mughal dynasty had ever pmducJd in j l"' 
'I "' jLJ 'dinr nj sla books 1 Lh ivffi dlpg a pcnc-t and, like Babur i . i i i 
fcaffigrephist ' I have' acquired (he kingdom of caUigiaphv and ,| 
i onrioi£iuura of art have dmwn deference Ld it, ' he writes. Lika gj, , , 
Jtlhan, lie was fund of mi^LC and diLncu 

Wl ; do Jll>L ^ Dare had fur til* umpire b, lt Ule ,, 

certainly would Tint have been die ^ame ns the dreams of Auranjridi 
India was at n crossroads in' (he mid-seventeenth century, it hart n„ 
potenlLiii of moving forward with Dare, nr of turning beck to 
medievafisTn wilh Wangteb But India'*; destiny was'-willi Aumrig^-b 



AURA MGZEB AND DAftA despis'd pnd Jin ted each other, Auren&ib 
venomously, Para with an aesthete's delicate revulsion Aursnuwj} 
^ ,er r was "devoid. Of that urbanity and engaging prM6ri £ 5u 
m jch admiT^i in Dure but he possessed a sounder judgment and was 
5k|ldul rn Siting CahEdahlS* He was a consummate schemer, 
cofd-biooded and ruthless, a self-nghleous hypocrite who riinnimdy 
melded high principles w gh low practices His will to win v- m 
indomitable, almost insane White Dam cultivated, culture, Aurenj^h 

SfilfpenL-d Inr sword 

]-li- sword. Aurangzeh daime|] was the Jtery sword nf teke 
againsl Dam's diabolic heSftSy. While Dam Contemptuously rnl|, .| 
Amgmb n ne-tiriTH, bigot Aurengreb dunned D ni - a as ■. nni Jhd 
mhde] As Aurangzeh would later say The fear of seeing the 
Mu -liiEFiniiidim religion Oppressed m Hindustan if my brother Data 
ascended the Throcur, dial of beholding the nnn of the kingdom which 

1 t™™ T a - mil ^tabte if my failles reign had continued. by reason 
Ot his bad guvemiuunl: I lies* are the only causes why I have always 

1 /p post-:! my-h slr-Ongly and without relf-suuking to the nttcmpte r.| 
everyone Ln supplant mo."’ 

-i was not personal ambition,. Aurangaeh claimed, but (he desire In 
lAmand lhf empire !hai irj.fc tan impiisci. his ngei fnihor 
“ d ** •“ *»'■«•*’ Bui behind (hat HMitfiunnloui posreLm „, re 

™ ( elLPmtal passions or lav, „„d hate Bh.d, (.(,« dns In 
, d r l0pCj ‘I! Jml!51 [ Hlhul °.S | c<>l 3VET5:un for Aiirjnjjzel-. vvhidi 

tr jte" ;"' 0 •"B-owiing *ju,bbt e3 Durum 

Aurang/tb 5 second gatanomHp m the Deccan Shah Jnhan nccLiSd 
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,l,» prince oi iMdnime, lne«ierLC>, miejneenmtaU, end 

WWW" \ ,r , s ™ c «* WiWre he hktt$t from Colcor.de; he 

[ u rther reproached lien fcir fUvertm E l,r best weavers nf Burheriour 
tan. the mpcri.il factory to Ins P nvale fadoiy; eta even far heepwg 
lor himself Urn best , mangoes f mm Shah Jahan';, (avounte , kr, u! „ U ^ 
liclon: temnUng the crop to the imperial table Annin** h 
,. □mpUinuu ljl Ji c r: nmiiialiiirij mi=|ru i: l .ind niegiMly FiinHtnu Ji M 0Ur 
niafaiLy !■■ is he-. 1 , mil' Ea be Lcnciu/ed Vyith a greni vicernyaitv, cive r iic 
the mt-atris wortliy of lE/' he wrote sharply to ]iis father. Shah Jahan wa* 
irk-LU by Aurengzcb.fi ennsfarit Uii^yirin' juitl otfan i^ptikc ciiustitally 
il h ai u t tele prince in npen court 

According Lu MiWiiCa when Anriiiigzeb was Licim an eistrologfer 
had warned lhat Elio child boded ill tor sKft I ih.m end hir; line May he 
(hLF-proiuLliccd Shah ]aimn. In any case, how could Shah Johan, riraEhete 
rrnd vnluphiaiy r , love a frigid puriEan like Anfingzeb! His affinity was 
for Darn Aurengaci) knew rhnl liLS father put nu faith in luni. and did 
mil love him, Siiys Manuoci Aurangzeh would ruver forgive Sir'!' 
IflhtUl I Or not ioylng him — Ii-r forgive Dara, for apy-mpnatine all rhrif 
fat]l&'& love- 



Atw.ingzdi and Dtira wene thi 1 mailt COrstEndeia lor Lhe thnihc, and 
thorn w.i:- iiuincthing porluiKius flboul JliCir tun test, involving i -in 
far larger than llinwi nf their own lives rind iimbitirns — the isle oj Hie- 
empire, the future of India 'The mnluiation:'. ol Uio other pruices were 
simp Inn they merely wanted to pccupv the ihrnnr-, nr at JcM r save their 
1 1 ujz=. Nnl surpriflinglv. they' were the fust to make (heir moves m the 
crisis, «r 



Sli Lnj .i wfii I he frrai io shew ItH llSild- He duCfi nut sviun ever to 
li.ive been very attached tu Shaii Jahan; as n child he uvan brought u_n 
by Wur Jshan; z* an aduli, iv- was invariably away from dir court .Vs, 
the govern, or of llvrg.iJ, which he lud. ruled tor seven teen yearf. he .had 
earned, a reputation fni Irtittfari' skill anS admsniL.tr.v:iL'ej ^fHciiitcy. 

Peinier apeakfi ol SJiuja j - .io inlelllgenb, discreidi yuunu man. n: 

purpcise and "dexterous in the management id iiltrtgu.e" But he Was n 
voluptuary, continues Bernier, ton much a slave la hi- plemure, and 
once surrounded by his women, ivJio Wt'rO cxceudmgJy numerous. Us- 
would pass: whole iavs end nights in dancing, singing and ilnnkmp 
wine-" Siiys Manned. Shuja "foJJoived the habEts of his fatb.ej bemg a 
lover ot song* i Aeneas, and women He bad such a high idea ot 
himself Lh.te he supposed bis valour could Conquer evervbody 

Viumd, Hie j -lungcSt ci tiir brothers,, bom m the lu|! fort of Rohtas 
during Shall Lilian^ rebellmn ap..iinst jHflfljygfr* 'V.is a gruat soldier, bul 
fiad nu other merit "He: was a man of little wisdutm, who could -w 
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P [an nnv thLn S beyond his Amu^mirn drinking, singing,, and dcmrin . ■ 
?Jiys Mvmucci "He was very bold and valorbija, fof aver pracbri 
himself in foe use of arms, and pedkct in the use □* bow and J 
Adcnrding to Bunuer Murad Was ''inferior to hte three hrolhi-p 
judgment and address His constant thnught was hmv liu niidit , m,™ 
Lujnselj and the picture of foe Tahle arid Of foe field I'ne^Mj l,\ 
Lindivuted attention lie was, however generous and polite Hl-lisecI ■" 
hnzsl foal he had no secrete; lie despised cabinet intrigues and wishM 
i I tu be known til rl Jtu tmsfod only to his iWn id and In fo e sticnafh nf 
his arm Me was indeed full of courage, and If foal courage had been 
under the guidance of a little mote discretion he cofod have won ihJ 
wur of succession, 1116 



Tf-it WAR OF SUCCESSION between die brothers was | Dl „ed jn |l iH 
omperN harem too, wltere Jahafiim and Raufoauara, sis tom and rivals 
rnaiciied their wits agnixist each other, with khannra supporting Dam' 
Slid Rnushanisra mtngumg for Auningiah Joharuiru. beautiful and 
talented, was e vervbndy'5 beloved sister; evcq Aumngzeb Jpyed. h^r 
duarh, despite her favour for Dari Bu| sliu ano Dara had a ^pe-jal 
bond ■[ love my brother Data Shukoll extremely both m form and 
fpLnt," she is reported to have sakl “Wp .in.-, m fact, like one 50 uJ jo 
lwci bodies and one spirit in IWO physical forms' They iverr both 
uvdLnrd to Sufism, fold a common Jove for philosophy ,\nd literature 
and she,, like Dara, was a writer, haying to her credit 
□ biography of Sheikh Muinuddin CLushtt 

K.-iufiLianara had no Jntellectua I or artistic pretension!, 'She was not 
vary goDd-lonkmg." lays Manned, bu| very clever capable of 
dissimulation, bright. mirthful, fond pE joke* and. amusement much 
more so thin her tisfor Bbgum Saliib ijnlmnam) ' Elsewhere Maniftsd 
Iti.i-. Ranshanara hud ''libidinous propensities'' She was .m 
implausible accomplice for foe stem and ascetic Aurangzeb. Main 
yearv later, according to Manned, Aurangzub had her poisoned because 

f 3 ! °\ e ^ al *"* &llG *«* Swollen out [fo u a hogdtead, and 
tn ' fir f bdund her foe name of great lasdvi^usnefis? The story seems 
terforcoed Whatever foe truth bf it. for foe lime being Aumngfeb and 
Rauahtmoril Were coborto, united in their hatred for Dara 



1 - Nl--^ T T « Prm "'t' “* * lh “ ll '“ ■"“» Wum«te drama 

7* M “S Kil1 hBta »- 1,1 A *» <**• w». M and Mary, WDS cnntenl la 
kavo [h “ <* U» ato In Data -Whatever ha (Dam, 
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“ ssMgg: ter ** 

but decisions were left to the prmn?, Dam J^^emting rule, 
devotion aid deference- l| u did nothmr-\viii L " ' ' ^ lr '' f Wlt * 1 

ha:-, father/' says Maimed Thougb Darfun " 11 10 

chair near thufomnem L Sr | Th ?lCVt ^ r' 1 ' 1 ' l! " k1m 

, lurnar LiiU, he jHEvcr m I tin nr 

Shah Jnhan Oara a niie imun^ Shfo Jahan'g SQra foj nC >t JL , Zvl 

«MJ$. hk „ falhCc ' ^ ft* II, a «tar princa, 

darlnr^J hnn,,lj ^a.o, one aflBI ^ Cc.psrQr l]VJny nn 

was nm awful embaraaiLunent. b 

nahirilLI - y bl * imd $*** far ' ivil 

war. When Shah Jahqn idl ill, ayS Kafon, «gul aT ltillS pf all jsbdhf 
<5CC ’ ini ™ Lr ' a '" J ^nfo^.tmbon, and great tisforbanct, arose ui foe 
wufc tern tones of Hindustan. Hie unwodhv and MvpJclib Dam Shukuh 
considered himself hEff^fipqre||^ and nahAtlisterding hit warU of 
abdify fur the kingly office, he undi-iivou red with the sdssom of 
jrecdinc- to cut ihc rclurii o| tliu Imperial djgnitv in In a ihilpc tinl^d 
for hip unworthy persoh " Darn -=ay- Krnnlni ■"look upon licutt If to 
■nterfeie in foe dirEchoji of affarr*. uJ State, and induced Hu Majesty to 
do many, unwise things which tended ti> crefite distorhances " ' 

Ptidi diaigEs do not hold lj|i .igainst Lirh. Dura dm m\ usurp 
power power WAS def legated tr, bun; Jil> did ,nu| ciluSti civil .i r it 



f oread an him And if he nm dr' nny mjbtjktp, il was- mainly due to 
Shah Jahan's moderating advice m dealing wifo foe rete‘1 prfobes Data 
himsG]/ acted wifo prudence and te&oluii-.in. and hig puli heal and 
military shntegies V-nn C.-stuihally iound il was- chance ami ■]] fork 
thaL destroyed !mn 

Dfirn - immediate objective was to. in.tmtein law and order m foe 
umpire ,ind flo prsyfent hip bmUieia tre.m selLui^ off a cniis before he 
was readv tc dEal with il Tliii Was foe reason, wfov, when Shah iuhsr 
suddenly teN serioiiHly Jl, tl"H news wap kept .i secret, Justas J-lmtiiivun':- 
dealh was once kepi, a secrut, tiniugh undnr somewhat diflercnE 
iircumsfariccs Later, V-den c, dvil War became irEvjtabJe Diira sough I 
fn pet hl5 brother^ .uvunst eadl olhfp. n/ at least tu prevent form tram 
combining; against him. These were sound End essential measures 

Darn's iirtt move was to recail from the Deccan foe impend iumy 
and ite ba tLle- tested « .mmandeM engaged ui foe war agiliflSt iJijapiu A 
firman was ackuniingEy sent ant to the onoiuiamlcES in relufi'i. and 
mam of ihem irrunedutoJ}' complied, several of them setting out for 
Agra witliOUt even taking leave of Aurangseh Dan however made a 
- M | nor fop here: instead of nicalkig Mirjumiii torfowifo, Lie w«t asked, 
probably un foe ndvicc o£ Shah Johan., to secure Lhf- surrender of the 
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fort of Fiirmda from. B^cpur before returning h proved io be n 
r-nor Tlii.’ delay ennhlrd A u r.ingzeli Id dc-Lim Mu jnniti .• r> I lake ovc r 
his army and treasure. 

P iira's second move was sn persuade Sh oh Jnhsn to itfii.fl Murad 
from the nch prov-mcD nf Gujarat tn Benu This had a (iqyble abjective 
If Murad nbi-yed, i| would set Siun Against AurangiEiii,, In whom Der,-- 
then belonged; if lie disobeyed, then his rebellion Would J)c nut in i|-„ 
Dpop. and. he could ho acm rampr tv deal: ivilll As it ha pruned, Muriid 
did not obey, hut declared h i m pel f emptrur 

hviiii before the impetuous Murttf acted, hhuj.i m Bengal; claim 
Lhai Dam had poisoned his father prnrl mined Jumsek emperor, ai.d 
had the khutbalt read ,md coins struck m lus name He then started; fo T 
Agra with hih army in avenge, as hu elsiiined, his In Hilt's murdej "Vfe 
^ziVjfjJ. IAJ firhcd!"' he C id aided as hr: iel aul — Thti thrum- nr the Uimhl 

Murad m Gujarat followed suil. Ursl in - secret enthixjhumerl, the.i 
Lwo weeks Inter, lh a public ceremony, He ivos shnrl of funds, and had 
sent in army into SumL In raplure the impenni FrearfSry |. n the fort 
there and tn plunder the city but Diun before Lite contingent could 

return tlicj ausprcmLi? moment for his acciwsifm was upon him his 

JiMnilagers had fold him that four hours cm a I wenl v-four minutes j i L l nr 
sunrise (in ZdEh November 1657 was Iod Hire .I moment lb be missed 
Fin. with i>j ily j few amirs in .llMidancv Murad tom'ioUy ascendeJ the 
throne at dial precious moment. His public accession followed on 5 lb, 
December, ivhan hts nanjip WAS road ir, the khutJbah and coins 1 - truck in 
ills name, l ie oven dispatched an ambassador Co Persia to announce Ins 
LLCceiitMim I hen. taking Liis cm? from Attmngzeb he begun tn strut 
about a*. the defender of the faith against Dare. 



AURANGZFB HIMSEL 1 - HOWEVER did not make anv overtly defiant 
rriU',-es though he opened cpnspimforial exchange'. with Mured mid 
Elcuin. and mtelgUttl With amirs At the imperial court Cunning ,md 
caubuus, he bided his bme, watting tor the scene to clarify before he 
moved VeI all ayes Were on hull. Hu, would he the iiruaai role in tilt 
avd war ' Dam Shukrih , 1 gay 5 KhaH Khan, ''looked with an oye of 
apprehension upon the latent:- of f'nncir Aurongzeb, and, Wits made 
uneasy by the Vigour and wisdom which lie displayed, w 

A Urtngieb's position was the strongest among the rebel princes- 
he had , as Kambu says. 4 "splendid army under his command", the 
Deccan, veterans, and he was Hirsh with funds, the tnhure he had 
‘sLjiH-’uitcd 001 of Goknnda AurnngzeL'J himself would, in a tefEer to 
Murad r fao.ist of bis rtnmerous army aild powerful artillery as llie 
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Of ^curing . victory' Yut hir- actions at ihis tone weiu timid 
Q]1 d v-mllating more carious lh.m caution warranted Aurimczub 
teemed! unsure of himself and racked, with qmtieEy 

Events were moving fust. Thu Hood-tide was upon him Among/,* 
had to ndu it. Dr drown. In his ctuamlary, y 1£ . prince SDUg h[ the arfvfof 
nf Mir film hi, then bps-ieglng Parenda, writing to him almost uVery dry 
"I liava no [fiend or confidant but your he wrote, reques tfop Mw 
fumla tn wttle the maitei uf rareiidLi not Way or 1 'Lher quickly and 
retiim, J, in order that llie most lihporlaril busmen af all may be 
undertaken before it ih, too Ute " 



Aiicnugzeb fell, as he wrote to MirfumlEi, tiiat he phcnitcl IflUcidi hi-n 
campaign for the liiruns "only when the ucetrrrenee of Shah Johan's 
dentil 15 verified", Yet he feared lh.it if he Waited too tong, "worldlings 
and stokers of rank"' wuuld grriv 1 tutu townidp Dam. Even Jus own 
officers and army w r ere in a state of confusmn, Aurang^eli noted, "They 
are in greater Eroubte than ran be desenbod/ hs wrote Fo Mir Jilin] a 
"Many (of my) of fi cere want to return to die Emperor And again 
"What Shall I Write abotll my own troubled state ar describe how (he 
days paKS over me? I have HO remedy iai-'u patumca. 

By mid-Nov ember Alirartgacb retreiited from Kalyani to 
Aursngah.id to await dcVElopments Meanwhiiu, he tried tc sutllf 
matters iVith the Deccan sultanates Ttibugii harsh uid bulJEgercrr 
initially u-i lus effort to get I h c- promised pay men D uni the Surrender 
of forte from Gokondi’i and Hijapur, Aurangzeb became prilgieisSively 
softer iind more ctmL'dialurv as lie became pfsoccupteti with Mi* 
developments in Hinduster. Ln Lnc end, nil h* wanted was peace, peace 
at any cost, 50 that lie might not he mooted from trie south when he 
fumed to tlte north, He even apologised to iii|apur far invading the 
kingdom, blaming it on ‘Mir JumLa's wicked advice'' "Let there be 
peace and happiness," lie b'mte fo Adil SIlBh nf Etjapur To Qutb Shah 
L-if Colcondi hfl wrote "Now- is the time for you. to iKaw VOur 
fnendebip and e*cri your^ll' that rid thing unfriendly is done," and he 
repeated about Lite same words Id Add Shall; "Now is the time fo show 
your Jovolty and fncudunuSS r ' Hu piombed to reward die Dcccon 

Nlm for Hku- iURXMt ’ rier 1 !»** “f®"'", .. . 

Ar last Aumngzch made up lue mind. He would ctosf the Kubicon— 
the Narmada in 1 he case He began to celled fill furies, and IwE the 
Femu" "nt die Narmada guarded to restrain officers from going to Agra 
and to prevent die neW5 nJ fofi moves trom leaking uul; lie intensified 
j" . , " . n triflues with Ml imd and Shuj,i ,is well with the amirs it the 

. A : Piri would complain to bhali labile. "Aiming^h 15 winning 
over the nobles arid pdlam nf the State He is doing his work by means 
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Ot «erot Notes Mnnutd, -nionA were many tniW ,, ,u 

court friendly to Auranjjzel) *' 1,1 llllJ 

T^en suddenly Aiinngfeb confronted VM ,m nn^-nr,-,,, , 
problem. Tn the last week of December 1657 Mu Jumh re ^.J 
peremptory Order from Slinh |nJ LE m In return tn W Q n, a l ' '* 

Au ; a ^ m ftenj, - he was heavily dependent un the Ct3 S 
and help of Mir lumla whom he dfeGrtioiiatefy called Bdbj.tn wi 
would Mir JuLiiJa do? He was an Auranf>z e b lpyaJist-Dira Wfaft (uj 
nminved him from Vtziemhip sooifi after the ectsis brake— hut i> inn , ^ 
thm his Iu>alh did not extend In sacrii.cmg his selffilureaf 

™ 111 llp r ™ L ‘ d thill if be sided wuh Aurnopreb Ihcw i S 

le rn jeopardy So ho decided to obuy lire „ ? , ra | ^ 

l r^isir 1 '"' * *» daij mid «?* * # 

AurangHb could not ? flbrd to let Mir JiuL g* He tned to m,w 
hun U. rtiy, and wrote him an mguiHqfing Led ter., reminding the ahur 
of Ins assurance of teadmess to sacrifice lift- end pmperly tor Aumng,di 
Come to me. - Amangeeb cajoled, "so that with your ad Vice E l nv 
ongnqe Hi pn-pArahons tor Lhe work- of gaining this crown 1 

em[ ^ un J l;i 7 s ncl ■“J** ** H that ho could not diaobev the 
emperor s direct command AumngJteb (lltti had do alternative bL tu 
hevu Ml.- Jum la arrested, his property ,ind military equipment vefeed 

, ^ ed T * e t '^ rL ‘ 3t llf bc n preten-re, to enafajy Aorangiteb 

mn, Mtr Juml.-, S resources- without compromise^ the imir „? L he 

y J?L ■' lVM Ml a trick and cdnspiracy/ 1 Dam is 

reported In have told bhall Jiihaci And Manum says that the ones' 

*“ ™ if "=™dy“ tliese were legtbmate Un,™ 

d ' :Cml3Ul Sl]U ' #* ^Mglu of evidence 

mdi.aL,.-- diLil d was not a collusive arrest Nor was ji r hnW'Over ., 

lh' f Ir,in ^'' 1 ' Eti| ; v Mued Mir JmnJa. Later, of ter he 

- d f ’ kfune L he Wo ^ Teteasc Mir Jumla [rum confinement and 
appoint him as the Khan-i-khamnv th^ premier nnblu of the Empire 

w^nTdt^ '"VT 10 ? 1 ™ t0 himr Wnting ' " That 1 ^Pnsoned vou 
mrn^nn . ' 1 ^ ^ yQU sbavf ^ ^Lb 

in ejterbnn arid insisted on gmnq back, " 



■ w“ r» ir h *'.° ;TT r - ,e5 “"fa ™rrN tagethEr ag ^ mfi l Dar.r 

‘ Dk Aran *** h - mvn hl ’ ##** l«k« Itt Shah Jahan's awn 



342 



'TA TAItllT VA rAlTLU '" 



hnnd to JiMurE luEji lhal he , T .. ( „|,„ u alld wdl MutaJ 

^fc" d It only Amain, to ^ to 

Murod and Aumngzeh wem in conttmul contert with each other .it 
tin. tuns oxciuicgmg letters through relays of runner Lnln.n I , : . : 
^leen kilometres Hiey also u^blkhed with Sbfr f m Inflfe 

l.ieir mtives n gainst 'J,ini iJc-n fid tn ti a | agesils '-h lilt Jed be I ween tin 
j-innccfi carrying oral messages luo risky m put m wrrtmg. afi'd 
Aur.mgzeb devised a cipher in encode fJi B ,r I mtm Aur.m™b ;ui,I 
Murad and po^lbly also Shuja, then enEcmd mt 0 an agreement amnnu 
themselves to divide lhe umpire after eliminating Dare 

■ LLinlly r '.v Liiin ell e rrungenwilts Wep- rtedy Au^uigzcb sel i ut for 
Agra War, uc knew, was a risk, ib rssuil Linpn: eidabii- hut it i- r, ., 
risk he li.ll tu take, The al tenia Li ve was certain destruction. Shll 
Aurangzab, unlike Sbujn ,md Mured, did nut proclaim h'inwelf emperor, 
but With die re c terisLic deceit tried tn occupy a moral highrgl Ourid.' 
Claiming that he was pr-.iLcedirg In Agr.i tinly iq -i| !•■. ,-uling fathr-r 
-and tn release hUK from the dutches of Dam. AurengZcb main fair.. cJ 
Iqnt bo was not a. wtel but a dqlifut aun oigciDU’s about hiL- leLhcr - 
we lie. re- 
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TO AliRANGZEB DAX1A w.v- net jur-t jti adversary m tin? power 
struggle bill I hi^ v<?rv embodiment of evil and the fight Jgiiinst him 
i:Oi li mere succession feud, toil n holy wai Aurangzeb's purHonal 
ambition thus meshed smoothly '• ; Li i who l he considered in bn Jus 
historic chbjgabnn to rldt-nd Lhc faith 

Dora was at a disadvantage m such pus tunings, for heterodoxy h.-Lti 
no legitimacy m Ihe medieval world. [Jut then, Data SAW no Issue t:-l 
gnnd and evil involved m the crisis not even nil issue of succession, for 
their father was alive ard In control For him, flic matter was quik- 
sLaiplii: ltrn, brotliLTb- had, mballeid against ll-.uir father. I key had in be 
pul down. 

As die crown prince it Was Dae i responsibility LO Suppress flin 
rebels, ,ind he believed that he h.nd the necessary means to do so His 
plan was tn hold Murad and ALurLingzcb m check in the bouth, 
meanwhile to deal with Sliuja in die cr.st and then to wheel lib. anny 
around to die south, to cnjsh Murad and All ran £7 e n . |'he sequence of 
giventt, Uie UoLi - m Aunmgzeb'5 advance, favoured Dam. giving him 
im interval of about thn™ months between tire tiJLle lit llad to men! the 
two challenges Dam's s5rfil?g\ was simplicity lbsif It almost worked 



WHEN THE NEWS OF Skuja's advance from Bengal reached Agra, 
D*ro obtained Shah Jiiian's ptrmissin.u lr. seild ,m expeifj bonaiy torce 
against huu. Tlie army that was marshalled for it was net, by Mughal 
standards, Large, only some Zll.nnn cavalry rind 2C03 musketeers, run 1 1 
was 'he pick of Dora's army, and was eouimartlcd by his eldest son. 
dulaimnn Shukoll, a charismatic prince, wllO Was assisted by two greal 
generals, Raja Jai Singh nf Amber a.r.d DlLtf Kll.Ui Rubela 

Sul aim on pul from Agra in Early December lfi-57. At Oils lime, 

Shujil was the only rebel pnncL m live field N<ipjj!i Aurangzeb nor 
Murad had CummLrteu any overt act of rebellion yet. They were bound 
To ot \Ler I ho fray Dora knew, but lie feit that he- would have tune to 
deal wilh then .liter tackling Skip To make sure Unit he had time, 
Llara sent two armies to the- soul'll, otic under Kasim Khun to take- oyer 



ran tfih saki uj tew thIte faitu" 



Gujarat from Murad, md another under Raja JusivanS bingh of M.irwnr 
to la La- over Malum Irom Shnylsta Khan. .1 suspected Aurangzeb loyalist 
1 he twi. armies won? Lo ael tn uncerl under tin- nvcmli command tif 
liisw uil, Lo block AnrangzebA path and lo prevent Murad from 

combining With him 

By the end of Jnjn-LLiiry IfiSB Shuja Imd readied Varan asi. about SoCl 
kilom virus oast, of Agra,, with Sulimim rapidly dosing in 1 11 him On 
7-4 til February. ?n an Gariy morning surprise attack nn rhe slumbering 
Shuja,, Sulaimar scattered I be Bengal army And drove Shii|.i eastward, 
du'.L.in^ him as far ns Monger, some ASL'i idiom pi-es further east This 
len-weck long chain was tactically unnecessary nnd, in Fact proved J ut it 
Lo Uann'.h cuiisu, as jt made i! tttipmiHLbje for Sulaimnn lo return in Limi: 
to be with his falhcr in the crucial battle wfth Auranjgzeb 

Iron tc ally, it was* m a sense, bhah fa hen who sealed Dan's fa Ip 
hhnb jalwui had Instructed SuJaimarA general^ to be element towards 
Shuja. ■so at VaranasL they let him escape, though thev had ium in Iheir 
grasp Says Mamlcdj ‘Ttajn Ini Singh bo controlled matters lhal hi 
iShu|jl wtii allowed m retreat and save hmiseEr' ITu- mischief .it Lius 
leniency was rompOLMiltsd by Sufaimaria denaron, against Jai SulglTs 
advice, lo pursue Shuja. 

In mid -May. wiieti Suiaiman w-si, pniparur.t; Lu cngajl'e Stiuja at 
Mungcr, Jif received an urgenl message trom Dana, ordering him tn 
make peace with Shuja .ind nidi back tu Agra, ns Aurahgzeb hail 
smashed through ],i'-w. ini's army m M.'ilwa SuJaunan then ced^d 
Qapgdl, Orissa and «slem biliur to nliuja, and irmnediilldy sr-r out tor 
Agra Bui ii wa5 already too Into 

Events had moved ton fast Aurangzeb. who was initially SlOW m 
his movements, was now advenemg mpidiv— while it llad taken him 
.ibouL ten weeks to cover Die 400 ndd kdametres from Aurangabad to 
Lhfain it toiik bun eniv a Little over half I hat time tu cover the 
somewhat greater distance from Lujnir, to the river Cllainh.il |-J5t ^duU'. 
Lif Agra. Su Initn .m would nd he abk- lo return m turn lu sit^P Iih 

father, or id &.1VE himseU. „ - , . 

ikdaimon ivas still ;zjmo 400 kiJometrv:- frwn Agra whran toe decLMW 
battle L^veen Dnra and Auraog^b took place at SdnlO^jri near Agra on 
o, h llinr , nic grim news of D.ira's defeat and l^igbE to Delhi reached Uinl 
' . 2t]l | IJJ1L . □[ Jiur.V 350 kdomiltires east of Agra He then paused to 

Ti,, tos apdD WC Jai Blngh, whuse COrnlsei he souglib was atob.v ilcrv 
. . h......,i ^ubunnn either o advance (Lo Ddhii ur to retreat (to AMiafaadl 

! * bim-self rcftisi-d tu aroOEUpany die- prince; instead, he dim* With Dili, 

' wm t off with thf-ir condngents lo Agm lu |ohl Aurangzab, trom 
■ they had ac.ording to Manuoa received mvitrng IctkMS 
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Abandoned by hm generals, Sulwman retreated Ln Alluhljad with 
rump nmiv of GflOO Hut he had n plan M Allahabad hi n-,'! 

Gari S R ,1ClJ ni - lrlh - J nd skirling the tnenn in Agra by a whi,- - U v- 

P |1SS ™ trough Lucknow and Monuhbatf and headed foi l-linrid ■ ' T ' 
in tending n- recnow dit Gnn fi n there to join Dara m Punjab Imi 
Aitrangieb, thorough and relentless bad foreseen the move and dosed 
UlO fames Unable to join Dara. Sulaiman then ?| ruck north hi th, 
muunramf. and deserted by nit but a handful of f a ]| OWe « 
refoge With the raja of Garhival. b 

Dll raja was hospitable. He evBfi gave Slliaimnn a iWhter in 
miuriage. For About a year and a 1 1 olf the prince lived in Garhwal 
roughing II out m the 3uLE country but sale Then, m January 1561 the 
Long inn of Aumngzeb hp had by then iiSfflnded die thmnel Feached 
mto the mountains to firtateh Sulaiman away, forcing, the tap t 0 suntnder 

fn Delhi, bulaiman WAS brought m bhams before Atuang^h Bernier 
wtiu was at die court when Htilniman was brought m, Kpafo "M^n'' 
or the courtiers shed tears ar lLiu eight of this interesting Wunjr man 
*' vhp l ' %1 tali arid extremely handsome. The principal ladies of the court 
nad permKsinn lo be present, concoE^d behind a lattice-work and 
wert? LTl( -'' ed " Aurongreb Was utimoVed "The lyranl ebi^'d 

over i he sight, says Manuccu a I lira partisan, J, this being the lost 
tlmir. Khnl could T'TJ’-'k him ' But rharec tens! fc, illy Al inulgepb temped 
kindne&s. "Be cfimTorted;' he said to Sulaiman. "bio harm' shall befall 
you You shall be heated with tenderness w Sulnim.inh only reque^i 
'T that re nught plttH be pul in death Tiglu way rather loan be 
nd.n Ulster: -li puusta. .1 narcotic inaction made out of crushed puppv 
ImiIIlS soakc-i □ryemighf m water, which, given daily over n period of 
Inrtc. turned men into zombies and slowly drained out bfi». Sulaiman 
dll no- want to die s| ch ,1 degrading death Anrangaub assured him 
1 it ? out, 1,-1 would riot be given to him and dispatched him (o Gwalior 
fort for c oiUmement- where he, or AurungzebS orders, was forced to 
dULih pousla every rnunung.' Sufcitnaan lingered on for a year feebfe 
and wit.c^ more vegetable than man He died ut May 1622. aged 
chuTy Hu wag Shah Johans favumite grandson 



™J E WftS NC1 EXIGEXT rE ™. personal or politic.,], ter Aurangroh 
lu inflict on ju l a iTf,, ‘m such a wtetegfed late 0, lf Lhat was Ai.rtutezefs 

*** d0dr hiK Second deception 

Uy Hie 111115 Sulaiman was caught. Aunlngzeb had beun emperor 
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f° r yz*™; Bltah Johan and Murad were his r>,rn 

rod Sliuju weire iie.ul Ihw story ha^ now to be (old 

Aurarjfwb had set out from Aurangabad on I5lh Fafeufty 1650 on 
h.b quest for he throne. Hu had not yet declared JmnsdfS, bui the 

irnbl ^ U > n ' fh« had mil, u|[y marked his re ,,J . 

rruits were oai there any imnu liis course was sol. Uy his ncfion& he 
made It a^pir that, contrary to wlut he Was idh Sd.nvilig in public-, h* 
W.“* indeed seeking (lie crmvn -,1 m D&wnljil L fnr lurn m make m 
ch.jr in order to Uitqm Ibc arillerani’t- of has oificejs. whu umulcl stnv 
VLdi lirm only ,f there iV.i, n prespeet ol liming I he sc 

Aurongffib Llicrreforo tmw began to fonrlmn bite a monarch fefowing 
titles and homrurs He eveni appuinlud Ju r , mvn viceroy in the Dei .m, 
Ins son MuazzaiiL 



On 2SUl February, Auranijzeb reached Burhanpur He v.ouEd stay 
there foi a irmnlh, gfihuring iiifitllsgeric 0, 1 -.lEiipleiing his pruparahon^ 
and coord Inn ting Jus moves with Murad. On 30th March, he jJvanced 
froif. Buill.lnpur with .in .irmy ot >omr 30^000 velerans, n. I Luting :cme 
Miualiia iJuntingents .lnd Ml- JumlaV. Inlin if arliUfr*. manned Iw 
turupe<ui gunners On ]3(h April be classed theNarmJds the boundarv 
between rhe Deccxn and Hindustari He was [few Ifl the rmg 

Ten days lalei. he was jninuct by Murad at L he- Dips I pur l.ijt- and 
together they pushed on lowards XJjjam to give battle tn ihi- irmy seat 
by Dam to block their adyiijiCF Hie conun ilnii [foi of Darn's army.. 
Jaswflnt Singh, nod Khan, ware si 1 disadvantage ml uppo mg 

Alirflngzvb fed Murad, for f hi: ■ were mere m.nnsabd.ai s, * id I . 
coilVinllfln unlv pdiices could Jigt l princCr Tlieir mhibitiDTis in IFila 
'. s'en com pon nd id b tin sofl-fiiird mil i\ i fence. 1 of Fhai - . Jan in' • 
guideline- U' £bem. Tl- I Ih 1 *-- leaders the king gave secret orders that 
on no acbCmnl ware -they fe giw battle unless compelled, ' say- Mamicci. 
iliiili laliafe wanted them tn persuade She prinbtS to go hack fli tiiuir 
pro vince-S, .ind to use force or.!j as the las! resort Ha certatnly wanted 
Dara to win but f.e did nnf iv.ant lib other sons tn lose, not lose theur 



lives, ,i1 any r-Ue 

Shall Ttlhan'S nanln dherfives ml the imperial cfloupEmclcFS m a 
prs-uve frame of mind, and (hat presumably was wh\ Jaswnnt did ntv. 
Ihi-us; fonvord aggressively Co prevent Au^blg-zcb .md Murad from 
converging. He had arrived n UjJaiiT al Lhe end ..I Febniary iq im — 
a-nJ in pUfitifiLl— fo hall Murad's eiblwMni an’ s nice to jCm Aumnipjeb 
pj fajjed to do I hat Instead, ha very nearly allowed Jnmae]l In he 
browbeaten by Anrangsiab, who curtly ordvred him t> get out of foe 



way. 

Jaawflid 
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leadud Ii’is mf.iticiity to yield In ihal demand, fop I. 1 . ..■• 
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u-ndrj a firm order from 5hah Jahaii In prevent the ad varies uf ihe 
I JTLnCLS H C therefore moved tus army to Dl’nirmnl. a village; zhnut 
Lv. « -niv -two k3omeltE5 south-west i>t Ujiaui, nr the western hulk of Ihe 
Gainbhira a tributary of the Chantbal River, to bh. I, Aurangzeb's nj.ii-, 
A i Ihe sime time he tried, a? thn emperor had ais-ked him to | rv hl 
persuade AuraugzcLi tu wilhdraw 'I da not want tn fight/' he Wrn(r . tc , 
Aunmgaasb, "And I have no power to show audacity tn your highness 
[I you pardon me nmi give up your project of a fight. '[ sh. 1 t] go add 
wait on you/' 1 

niu. plen for accciriinud.sticn .nyns more a courtly Ihjn j practical 
SiLggfetmn It iv.i l loo Into In nffeet □ itccincili.lhan Auiangzisb rould 
not reLnmt any more than [invent: could step aside Then.- was, no 
alternative to battle. Inevitably,, Jeswimt's posture was defensive; he did 
lint ivnnL to defeat Aunuiigzeti, but only to hsock. his advance So he 
■--T" 1 "- a narrow ground flanked by ditches ,md swamps • a deploy his 
arniy. he even poured Water nn the huttlalipld, to mnlw the ground 
-■I Hilly and. hamper tile enemy onset. It was a-; if he were preparing to 
St md .1 Siege ralher than In give battle 

' r . he opposing JoitEg' Were fouly evenly matched, numbering about 
Jo. MU' msai parl'i, though Aurangzeb had :■. marginal superiority because 
oJ his greater lux power. Thu battle was Ruined on 25th April, a couple 
I i lDU|i ' MteT sunriFi- It could have pure either way At cmr- pom I a 
fiumv t^fpul chaijjt rammr-d llirough AurangzriTs curtLllerv line- and 
tore mto I Us van, v KI y nearly routmg hfs army If K'Ufaim Khan had limn 
adv.-inctid tn support I he Rajput surge. the momentum could p, ibabiv 
have taraed lh '-' imperialist lo \ ictory But Kasim khan stand idly b\ 
probably with treachery in his heart His passilty enabled Auranpr-b 
to rtuidcrre Ids van, surround the Eafpuls and m| them down 1li.it 
settled the oufcnme of the batik* 

Stm Uvw.ieU /nught on, and the battle .in tinned In rage f Dr sniTie 
eight hoon;, well min life afternoon Jn I he end I he imperial nrinv Find. 
!hr- naiput .v well as I lie Muslim cnnlmgonb leaving fce-liind ' some 
tlMl ' '.lean must at them Rajputs 

For the ne*5 three days Aurangzeb camped in Ujjain, Conferring 
hunauzs, distributing booty, receiVrn E deketem, mending the war 

dam.i Rl? ,md tending the Wounded Then he resumed hts onward 
march 



AHEM NEWS OF rh.C debark- al iJh.irmat readied Agra, Dam Sent off 
..ji urgent mess.ipe tr. oulaiman Lo return, and hnnsel'f prepared fur Ihe 
now inevitable direct o, %#&n with Aurangzeb Shall |ahan however 
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continued lo dream of nn amicable sisttfcmimf '“Shah J abort consiantly 
adviwd D,im not tn uncage m war, .inil always rucum men tied peace, " 
say.-: Kntnbu He suggested rhat Aurangzeb mid Murad rniglii be 
allowed to visit him ill tile Agra fort, for him to arrange peace. This 
was an impractical ‘■liggesUGn. To niknv I lie v ktontnis rebel princes 
free entry into Agra would have been virlual otphilfllion. Dam cnuld 
oot ngrec to thfll-, Shah liiltuu then sought w lo esEiriguish Ihe war l v , 
going m perwiii Lli the camp, atld making peace by his own exertions 
and speeches," reports Kambu ".4n he- ordered his advance tents- I ■ he 
pitched between the twr, nruues." 

Vv'oLiItt that have defused tin- crisis? Unlikely Aurangzeb w.is 
dpteriUiined tn eSfturnnnnLe Diua Ah he W as HidvanLmg cm Agra, 
Aurangieb had received n. Juttcr frnm ^ahanara, which m effecl expressed 
Shall rnhnn's Minhmcnl, ' Ihe Emperor has recnvjrcd an a b himself 
-id imiustcrmg die stale," -lie wrotb Yuur armed ad', once i?- thereto.re 
an net of Ivor against yuur father. Even if it is directed Ugauwt Dara, il 
is mi less binfnl- since the elclest I rutlicr, butli by Cutun Law- and 
common usage;- stands in tile position uf the foLhcr 1 " To Lius Aurangzdj 
replied indignantly, Jiaiguig Darn with usurping power and -dumpling 
La destroy his younger brothers "'Against Huch overt has-hJity ! =mi 
bound to tnbo up nrnn in Fclf-praservntinn/ he wrote Far the iakc of 
form., he continued to profess loyalty lo fill ah J.ihnn -'My wish is 
Linly tfi P.n lo Slush Jnflatl r !l presehoe an. d reveal livurytlung to- bun 
personally,"' he wrote, but went on lo threaten. ■ T ^halt nat brook any 
obstacle in ihiF, laving design " H' 1 demanded 'hat Uan should be sent 
5u Punjab 10 avoid conflict 

Tills was a prepa^terous demand bhnh jahan colzIlI nut puSsidiy L>1‘ 
expected tu banish Dora from the court an Aurangzcb's tellinnd On 
ihn other hand. Shall [ahaji was not realistic in espeeting AilMOgzeb In 
withdraw jn. peace, snd negonaie away whist tie had won hv ht^ swprd 
al HJharmat Clearly, the l^IIU had lu he uglkJ rm Flm haltloheed Dam 
til ere fore perSLuVdud Shall jnhan to abandon lira cnnciiifltory course he 
hed taken Dora would hazard the biVtle He Was cunfidcnE uf v ifibury 

H : .f confidence ivas nnt □ItogeUiei' mispiaccd Even without Sn'aimar 
H i.jtnmd,. lie had Enough rusourres and militiirj- might to -.lop Auranpzeh 
ui J-iib Ecacks Be had With Him n won equipped army of about 50,000 
men," with numerous guns and elephants Trup. iL Was nut .i bait If 
lestird army, and many uf hm caplains ivcrc, us SiifMr putfl |L, "carpel 
Iqiights ti r" file cuurl" "The greater number of lira soldiers that Dara 
had newly tmUsled were nut very- warlike, " says MniUiCCf, v. hr: 
commanded an artillery division in Dara's tirmy “Tliey were butchers 
Limbers, h Jack Fim tbs. cir|rantEis r tralom, and such-like It is true that -jti 
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LhL’ir horses and with ll'iOir Stoat they Inqkfd i-.-ell 111 □ re view, hut they 
had no heart and. knew nolliing rf war " further weakness of D’aro 
via-- 1h.it I here were many secret .itlhcrani- of Auran^zcb in L>j ~ , i 
camjv 'according to Burrsipr, Anr.mgzeh b Milted Lhii| us Qjjr&’s flrrtH 
' there warp thirty ThOHWind iftongpls devoted In hlS service StilL iwen 
With all those dfalbklilitiS, Dura's was a lorn i id able army . 

On 2^ Ll-i May. at nn, auspicious hour. Darn sp| out from Agm u-jlh 
hLi armv In oppose Aurrulj^L'fj Shah Jnhnn hid Linn a fond, farewell jt 
the Diwonri-iUtti, the durbar halt, showering him with gifts Hu parting 
id vice to Dari] was tor caution ' I entreat you. my bukii-cd son. tn 
avoid a batlEs until ihe arrival of Sultan Suliiimnn Shuknh, your so n / r 
he said "You Will thus mrf&lSt vour dianr;* 1 of Victory I beg nf you |V 
nirh ymir .'ifdoLir ‘ As Dura beaeeched for pemussion (o depart. Shah 
r.ilian held him in a long and lender embrace before leltbig lum 
Then he fumed away, arid lifting his arm? in supplication fen'cntlv 
prayed to A Ml for Duni's safety and victory Tie would never s£e hi 
beloved iton a earn 

Ibtiin the steps, pi the Phvari-i-am, Dana cfflnhmt into a chariot as 

w..ui pmsenbed by Indian custom, while going, on a southern campaign— 
and amidst □ flourish of drums i-el out tu LiathJe his mortal Enemy., his 
brother "Omefb mii'nf, tnagllnlr n mry 1 - Dan* mod as lie marched out— 
To tilt ll um blc, pardon to lhe haughty death His l> moral? responded 
V/jisfintorir- -By god's favour! 



AFTER TRC K7TEDING A timer diJfflriCL! m the chariot, Dilra mounted z 
towering magnificently- caparisoned elephant Lo L-,sd his grand ,inny 
Inwards the Chambal River, which Aurangzeb had to crow tu reach 
A fli'l '^ r<i cc-gan the march in such great order that it aeemiM as LI sea 
an:1 Land were united," writes Manned Trine. Daw anudsf his 
squadron appeared like .i cry t Lai tower, rcspEendejir as Sun shining 
Q v « .id the land A marvtillfflis lhuU.fi; Was it to behold tile march! 
which moved over the heights ar.d through the vales Ukc tile waves of 
a Stormy SCa. " 

Ln if i m r AiVs the army i eadted Daulpur un live northern hank of the 
Ehamhal r where Dora planned to hrld Aurflngzeb nil Si ilmmrn Shake h. 
relumed from Bihar, and then Jiurndn the dedfiivc attack fl Wiia d good 
pi'.m ij^ h iid j| tLic known Qiam ba ! I'jrtLs guarded to prevent 
Aurflilgsseb irom sneakliig TOSS, arid hsmseJi took up a wel I -en trenched 
position .it Daulpur. ll would have been impossible ior An ri ucAe lh to 
sma.vn Lh rough tliuse defences 

Aurang/.e'n did no! even try to do that Instead, he skirted Daulpur 
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1,10,11 Uw,llli:1 ' ^<*1 bv a local Dnfidula chief 
Mated a huie-known and unguarded lend about tb&Bv* kilometres' 
itowusiream, and rendu J fl by fenced marches on i func Hie trek i,. 
the ford was i.J L ruugh extremely rough lerrain, and Aumng^h lost 
maiLV soldiers and comp followers airing Ilia w.v Bui n ;i v h ,m , m s« 
Ihe river unopposed. In one stroke he thus wrecked Dam -, elabrifate 
defence preparations, mid put himself tn n position Id storm into A era 
without any army to oppobi him In response, Dora hurriedly pul If I 
au! his army from the bulwarks md irenthe-; at Daulpur, and took up 
i frcbil blocking positLOn, nn wide, sandy plain .il fSAftirigarh, I hlfiten 
kllcrmerith e.i.hl of Agta 



Crossing tile Chnmkd and heading north-west, Atusm^ssfi arrived 
,iL Samuyarh nn ?Lh lane, wjfli an anny that after Dharmat had swelled 
!o about e.l . i ’.Hi As soon as Aumngacb was sighted. Darn irew up his 
fpreti and ndvanrerf. as if to gjye baffle right away Thru would hm. 
hevn the right decLsiun, for Ail nmgTx-lVfi army was. exha^ted from a 
long march and fiia guni were ool lit pobinon Int-xplfcahly, after 
advaitcing n shuri distance with .Auranpvb just a couple of kilpinetres 
away, Dura halted. He did th^t, Minucrs, be'caiiSi* ^traitors 

intervened on n&tmlogicaE grqunds L'^ i=-aymg lhal nffllLh'er ‘lie day nor 
I be hour wni I'avourabte . A|| ||Us they did solely that AurOngaeb 
rtrigbt Jiave Lime tu Lak-i rent, to refetsh bis people, arid t urc ?hi.- 
arrival of hts gun^ " 

Motu- of die Mughnl ch rcniclurs mention tnvachnp,' Uara was in 
.my cose predLsposed In lake a defensive pi.C-.tlnu, and ho did not have 
the military- □Kparie i n,7P lo improvise strategy in Lhe flux oi [he 
balllfifteld — lioving plantioil n defensive contpaigp,- ht was mil able 
deftly tip -'hill gears to attack. Moreover yavs AJ inuca, "Dara received 
a letter from Ills father .-ihah Jahan, airm-tmy; hi S retrea L hi Agra, there 
In entrench himsnlf until the arrival aJ Sul aim an Shuknh Dam could 
not possibly accept thin advux — Ed retreat in the face of I he ant 1 Illy 
■ voulci nave been unmanly — bill the if:E!'-r apparently rcte rq reed 
deciaiori to fi^bt only wh^ri attacked. 

Ho bs waited. And so did Aurangzeb On necinq- Dam appmAdi hr 
loo had marsh lilted hi= army and ad'-.imred but halted ac ' cannon- 
aJiol disfarce Irom IJara. not WMiltuig to rush intti battle sai's Khafi 
Khan All d,iV tong the two armies in stsel .inrior stood in b L i LtJ _ array 
on 1 lie blazulg sands under 3 broiling surnniEr buo Many sOldters tell 
where tbn-V stood from axhausbun., hursca and clephanl? willed TFn* 
day wasso hot Ui.it many Strong men died Ji ocri d'n; tic. it of their armor 
and want nf water.' write? KhaE Khan 

■\t Lhe evening ppaye^j tiif inniL'S, wearied by the waiting anj lhe 
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heat, plodded. back <u tlluir tamps, Hie next day. HI h iuue, vve|| LTL-lofu 
dawn, bolh Avirangieb and Dam bugnn to martini l ibeir foruus Eli,' 
eight Aiimn^b was 4fxt thettitivt^ nr i.l by nine h« wjis wilhtn the sight 
ol Data who preyed him wilb fiortc sailvos of LiftiilExy Aurahgzub 
replied briefly, then lu?Ed hf hre, as the armies were ^tiii beyond thv- 
rangc of the guns Dara kept up Ih-i- cannonade 



THEN THE FIRIM6 consed, and suddenly Dam'^ left wing exploded 
into action With a wild war whoop, some Ilf, DO If braves under Sipihr 
SLiukoh Dnra f s teenag-e snn, and Rustam Khan Dakhuu a legendary 
warrimr. rpiSlupcd out of the curtain aW cannon smoke and swoqped 
down an Aurangicb's artillery m front of ihnnn The eantmgenl -..tagporud 
as the cannon and musket idiots of tile enemy slammed into them, and 
tmdmg It impossible Id overwhelm the guns, swung 1o the right a^d 
tore into AurangZ^Vs van. mauling Lt badly '‘Great confusion mse m 
thus pert of the army, " says Khnfi Khun Then Rustam Khan swung left 
mti.! fell on Aurangjob ■> right AiiRtngzeb's forces wavered, and seemed 
about |ii give ivnv," reports Khnfi Khar,, but somtihow the -oinhughi 

was rdemined. Rustam killed arid b:pLhr hurled back 

i’VJtde the act ton ihus raged funoiedy on Aurangz^b'? right, Lhn? 
Rajputs in die tEnpurul van under the cCuruiiiVid i?f □ iiidtr.:i Sal Hade 
lore info Mured an Aurangzeb'V, lehr, scattered tus forces; and very 
nearly killed the prince Several arrows lul Mumd, and Ins bawddh 
"was bluck as liTick with arrow:- as a porcupine with quills, 1 ' lmis Khaii 
Khan "CunfusiOii arose in the ranks of Murad Buklish so that many 
were civErputvmcd with fear and full back ' As AnrangzL’b irnni tfo 
centre haiicnod tn aid Murad, the Rajputs, sbll Lin the rip Hde of 
adrenaline swung on him ' Ra]a Rup hingh Kathnr,' -ays Khali Khan, 
-.prang from his horse,, and,. With the greatest daring, having washed 
his. hands at Jjfe, cul his way through the ranks of his L'neflues SWOrd 
lh hand. cast h tense If under the elep hanL on which the prince 
i Auxang'iebi has riding and began tu cul the girths which secured tile 
howdah. JI For a moment Aurang^cb was m mortal dancer, tlien has 
guards cut down Rup Singh. 

Men] I while Data with some 20,000 cavalry a L^vancecl from Ins 
position ai the :entiv of his army "Dara, who was ignorant uf the rules 
ol war and LacU-d «iperiendi' in cummand, foolishly haMenod VvlLIi the 
Centre and the Advanced Revive m person, after the charge uf Rubliim 
Khan, uind phltfid tus own Van and ArttUciJ butnnd himseK " mocks 
MuhnnunB-d cC-iZun. thte official chroniclei of AuraniiJub This tb the 
vigor's- version. Thp fari seems to be that para kid .smeLt victory ; and 
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hul Was met with InnuiLfabJe i - V ".’ 1 ^ 1,5 Ru&tam Klinn, 

com m n n ded ]ti» own to ™ ou lT ; hi T^y- H * thBisi ^ 

says Mumu-a. the hnoment Data feft | UP ', C{ | Ul ' J no1 ' ilucaiJ5e ' 
haFber,?, butdlers, and Ihp rest turned rtu'hr ^ ' f 7 ^ h!m ' ‘ Vu ' 
iirtilleiymsm and the HtJTr , Mini-J - b ' b ^ ^wdoliig the 
.1 ' Thwarted !hu, Sefc ^Re-tram lo plunder 

■ Al'^gzub tl ready undt-r attack by the ttJZl 
. .nn , design was Ll? L'wtbnue h - advance until he had . , lt ', 

Aumigzeb. and could attack him m per,,m.- M y, Mknu C£j ' 

Dam i m moving in for the JdJ] But M he proasdsd he math a 
^hnr, hah, owmg tn tin- difficuJb^ uf the ground, and I,, the fatigue 
LhflE ovLTcame turn, according to Manuccj. More LtkeJv, Dara paused to 
geL his beanngs. I he bathe scene had changed dr-tmcLliy in the hour 

S,“ VTT ioT ' h tm,m P- hanl His mnk, Rustam 

Khan .W» dead his brav^ muted, anil hie Rajput Onslaught, Which 
l.ad swepl Off Murad md throiltered Aumu.^eb, had been contained 
'* ' 1 '";‘ Lm!: 71 ilnd irreidiEute and knew not .'dial t.T il,. ■ savs 

KJlah Khan- Il Was ertbeaf Inj Dora (hat the Rnfpute ifwuld hold. ,f th, v 
were muted, the battle wnnJd be Jnsi. It was presumaNy io reassess his 
batdc- pain dial Data paused But in pausing, he last mtUtBotuni' ,uid 
gave time kr Aurnngmh In dn *5 his rarky It "hindered his wnmunc 
the day,- says Mantica 'Annmgzeb's lucky stm Worked U1 ]iLs favour" 
But the day was not yd lost Dam, IhDugb mow nearly Surrounded 
mid iutan by Aurangzeb'F. van and right wiiig, and tmider heavy lm«, 

’ huled nof at alt in. that which is expected of a valiant general, ' seys 
Manucci He W£S howsvei an eflsy target on fus iofiH' elephant, SO when 
d rocket Struck liis howdah, one of his general ■■"ihE inutur KhbJiEulkh 
IiRian ’ who had been bought off by \u ranger b, [date Moriucd u-J 
Ishv^ardas) called Out to him to dismount from the dopbanl Dj.ra then 
got down hastily, 'without oven waiting tu put nn Jm slippers, , L nd n-- 
then wiLliout arms mounted a horsE,"' ssyi- Khab fQiBn. 

This was Hie decisive moment ft was not uncommon in Lndi., for 
a rop-rvi under to ilow-n /mm his eJephont in the thick at a battle and 
mciup.l a hur.se, or evetl te get down Irani htS harst? to fight nn foot, to 
shew his co-ondje will Akbar had done It — ill his campaign against 
Uzneg rebd.s, ",ii the batik graw Junl." says JMizammddin J ih<- emperor 
(AkJbarj £ili|jdiLe.i from bis tldphant ,ind mounted a boric." a U l P.nn'i 
CiipiumStariMS were different Tli^rc Lvab panic ill the air And the haste 
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in ■rtf hath Dam. dbrnaunted intEnsifiEd tin* panic 'Thl was a- t [ hi 1 had 
quilted victor^', ' observes Manned. Darn s Empty h a v . ■ d n 1 1 — A u rat i g* c li 

and Murad Wetg on (heir oluphn n to tor a!] to see. blit nut Dn Lsi WiLS 

ken by his iirmy fo mean (hat hr had fallen. A sudden victory 
nourish, opportunistically pounded by Aman gash's hand, eon firmed 
Uir alarm of Dara .irm.'. Al this manwrfl records Ai[u Khan Razi, 
searing hat wind cose from Aurangzeb^ posilioti and struck 1,3am ,'. 
army in the face The imperial army then [led jr Ltkc dark cloud*, blown 
by a lugli wind '. ^ Manucet 

frit! fairs had determined thal Dam should snatch defeat hum Qui 
laws n| victory. lr. a moment, as a happens every so often in bo tries all 
wo- Eust One of Daral attendants then caught hold o| ihc bridle of his 
hoi^j.' and lumed him away from the tipht 

The hat lie Imd Irish d barely three noun:; jL began at around nine m 
ih,? morn. mt! and by noon .ill wa-. over. Dora Inst -same lQ’jODfl m Ln 

Fleeing from the battlefield, EJara headed for Agra. Pausing oJung 
the Way for a short rust, he reached the city b\ about mne Ln ihc mgh( 
By dien Agra knew of his fate and fomentations far the dead were 
already Echoing through the nlgllL The Whole city was iiY ,m laproac," 
iepfifls Maraicci EH tile m LpuTLiiJ tiarsm Euid m Dara *5 palace, women 
wailed Shah Julian tried to console Dam by removing the sting of 
shame from the dofoaL 'What hns hrq.ll gilt you down foi such 3 state if. 
unit the dEcree of bate.. 1 lie wrote to DlLM Ti ls belter for you nav: to 
corny to the fort and see me* After hearing what J have to- s;iy r you may 
In" wherever Fafe leads you What is predestined fur you will happen 
m every place that you may be in but Data Wit Ion ashamed to meel 
his father He rephed 1 have not [lie face tu appear before Your 
Majesty in m;, Wnslrhed plight Then, again, if 1 stay here longer, the 
troop*, of death ml encircle *nd filay ais . | beg yuu to pronounce 

the benediction of farewell On Bus detracted and half-dead man in the 
Icing jolutlev that he Ji,i» before him 1 

Darn quickly gatheted iui- family -Mite wife Nudliil Ikinu, has rhildren 
and grandchildren— and m the dead of night fled towards Delhi with 
pst a handful of followers Shah Jahan .sent for hunmulc tonds of gold, 
and ordered the governor of Delhi In open the treasury I here for his 
use. In the following couple of days, about 5000 of hifl Iro'qps joined 
Dora on the way to Delhi, He could not yu% be written Ot'F. 



FOR AURANCZEU, H15 victory a] Sultriugarh was the divine 
cnntlrmain i’ nr the rightness of his cause igumst Jus ml idol brother. 
When the fighting ceased, AunmgZnh got down from his elephant, 
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jhere rc-valry th.it night in die yictbr| camp, hut ihc next day 
Aurangiub on the move again, rusluno squoictjons fo blocked e 
A gni p.exhaps hoping to (rap Dara. Two Jay*, later, Allfart^Ffa lum.seJf 
amvod at Jig qity and Camped a I die Nur-lTutrwjJ (Abode ot Lighli 
garden in JiO suburb*-, wheu* Uil- imperial amirs, ever luyal io (flL-ir 
■-read but Seldom inrp to their L -iilt r alvmiiormii SlLah LiK, , Jn d flocked 
S 1 > Aurangteb. A Jar £e number of Dar+tA sgjdieri .Usn joined h.rm 
Aurang^Eb'5 unmediiLtu pcuhlem was how in deal witll 5hsh Jahan. 
wOOii after ihe battle- af Sajnogaxh, Allrang^eb had Wrtlteis to Shaft 
liiiwuL. says Khafi Khiui, ' asrirsmg himself by referring all It> fli c Will Of 
L-DU ■ Shah Jahan now responded by sending tr Auranjcasb the 
celebi nted mvtud Aliimgir (Conqueror of iho Universe) — which name 
Ai.irangZGb would later, nn hii« untltroilemunl. adopt as his title— and 
oflicr Ltpulc-nt presents, and mviLing him tu the Jn-n for a parley Ful tluj 
wary prince, foiirlng a trap^ ruJused to go Instead, nevifing tiro treasures 
nf Agra to ewntinue; the fight against hLS hrulhors, he bid Slluh Johan fo 
sununder the fort But there was. stall fight left in (he agod emperor 
Incensed by iui sun's brazen deinaud, he shut the gates of the fort, and 
prepared fo defend it With norm,* (500 slaves ht- had With him. He Was 
nut ypf ready 10 leave himself at the murcy ot his SOU. 

A LI mngZU’b had till then vfm Ti die mask uf a distraught eon fighting 
to release his father from the evil dutch bf Dim, but he now drupped 
this m, is h. mid strapped on miu thrr dajmmg Lfi it his objigation ^ a 
im.e believer overrode bis tilcal obugiihuns, and l hue -a was necessary to 
save tltij empire from hrs inept tvithcr. 

It dins rente In be lhar the- ksij^ bctW'L-jn. Lather and tun had to be 
fettled WJlh cannons and muskote. Auranp^eb mounted his guiti on the 
terrace of the jam l MlisJJcI :i n *T Dara'i riverside mansion ord lobbed n 
Low* shelLs uitu the fort, more as a terror tactic Lb an as n sEnous 
bombardment, In ruspuni-e, the %ur\i ar Ihe lorl opened up dehandy, 
and kept ujr LIil- rennnnade lung after Auiangze(]^ guns toll silent, 
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inflicting Jj tt[i. dajnai|d: but h! 1 i , im Lntr Aiirangzeb into changing hii 
tecfrc. Ci&arly Ah a h Jahan COlltd Hot bfi irt Lmud iited in(u submission, Q n , 
the cither hand, the Fort was coo strong in he- stormed, und a siege 
would take inn lung. In that qua nd-ary. Aurangxeh had ,- butter (ot 
worse) idea — he cut off the waLur supply in the ton front dip Yam u in 
prompting Shah Johan to fire yet another shot at Auningzeb a missive 
He. Wrote: 

Aty son, )tl\j herLi 1 

iHmfd J .-r-mpfiiiri cf i;i^T?rd jfffllfflft 
Scmny ihsti unf rj Seaffulh Ti'JJ haul Gad's will? 

Yrsff’rdny I had an nrirry of rtitia hundred tfwusunslj 
Ttidftjt f rlnc in Nfi'J of n pifr/rfT pi nuitert 
O. pm-pcrcus iiM , ! nnJ pnoMff 

of the yard ituiT.t of fins JirflrJimiws world} 

Chi the back of Shnh Johan's letter Auirangzidj wrote Fus curt reply 
"KflJYffl-i-HjTiir.’Sh rtyuJ pis Jr" — as we sow; SO Wft reap' Litei a ,1 salve Id 
S hall [alum's hurt feelings, he- wrote: "If Yoirr Majesty Surrenders the 
gales of tfuir fort lev my men I shall go and wait on you, consent to 
Whatever you wish, and <to nothing displeasing or harmful to you 1 
Shah Jnh.tn was not deceived He wnuld not surrender the fort For 
three days he Eidd out then with several thousand inmates cn Ihu 
citadel m torment without water 111 the summer heat, lie surrendered 
Aurongzeb sen I his son Muhammad Sultan to lake oyer the frvrt, 
w Lth nrdem to seize the treasures and arsenals, !0 confine the dethroned 
emperor to H.ls private aparJintm ts. and lo keep a dose watch over him. 
According ID Kliafi Khan, Auran^zeiLi ordered that ''all means of 
intercourse with tins outsid? world ' 1 should be col off from Shah Johan 
When Muhammad presented himself to Shah fain no, proffering his 
father's gifts end apologies,- Shah Johan broke down and wept. 
Aurangzcb himself would not ever go to see his father., not even lo 
attend llL£ June ml eip.hr veare later. 

A CLmpiu of days fitter the Surrender 0! tite fort, Jahanam called un 
Aurjiugaeb, to propose a division of the empire between the four brothers, 
Aurangieb would not hear ot any mercy being shown to Dara 'Dam is 
□■n thfi del and □ friend, of tlte Hindus , 1 he said. ' He must be exKtpOftd for 
I he sake of the true faith and the ponce of I he realm., J ' 

On I'lHh lunu, Aiftangzeb held a grand durbar, to assume dr- fa l' to 
control of the empire and To appoint imperial officers He had not yet 
formally mounted the throne, but there was no doubt in anybody's 
ntuKl who the empetor now WM, 
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bfril I p3d '" rL ‘- lwd b * m lo - 

^rS h l n, ? ^ momen.1 m ifre hmoJight al W*trh 
At iran^Lb had no further use for Murad- He could I* done away 



MURAD hESENTED THE neglect The victory at Sarangarh was Incite 
liLua^-.i, but riii* rewards had all gone to Aumngttb. As legend ha-, ,l 
An ran grab had stnu i tg Murad along nil then by feign ine that iris own 
m "" Straggle was to ensure dial rh« flL-rabcnl Dan. 

d d not become emperor, end the, l he JiimselT would retire to a relief.* 
life once Murad was securely placed on (he throne- Aunmgzeti had in 
fact written a tetter to Murad stating t hi* 

Tnc letter, says- Khali Khan, was written 'm n matter of prudence 
n i PXpcdzuncv and In it Alirangrr-l. told Murad, I lime not the 
Slightest liking for nr wish to take am- part an the government U' this 
< wilful und nibble vvprJd nut whatever ctiurse you hnve 
I i^-i.ilvt.'d ujion m ppposidan; lo ihu g^cKf-fur-uDlhmp; . di5gracefu:| 
hl'OtllLT, you may erm^tdur me your sincere fritui d, and ally " According 
Ishwardap, Aniangatli. w rate. ‘Mv desne is that l should ivtin: to □ 
M-cret corner and spend the da vs imd nights in tlw wamhip of the 
A Lmighl \ Whose blessing canstllules the oiily true .happiness But, tiler 
] Eh aught that at firsl I should. pJnct the dear bi'itliur firm ly nn tlu- 
Lhron i * i tliv capnaj, Akbarabad. .i||ij after wifriesaiEIg nu auspicious 
^nd successful cnrcuiabo, , and gathering hippuiess in'cl plrauiue from 
it, return to fulfil my he.teYt desire 

A U I ang £irb.. it Is sal it, lierl to refer lo Murad as PadtshflJv-ji |Your 
Highness.), while apkmg Mtnad to call lum H-Lcmt-u [Your Holifrcssl 
Such Lteoeil was quite m cluiraetcr with l h? miistisr disaemhler that 
Anrfinjtzch Wte- also, m □ formal E«.-nSu. it would havir been correct for 
AUrangzeb to address Murad as king. Tot Murad had declared himself 
kms AnrilClgzeb had nut EJul Aumagwrb certainly had not 
renounced political sMbltioVis There wag in fad ?. pjaposai by 
AurwgzplJ to parlition Ihe empire, by Which Murad v,'as Id £ef 
Afjghanis.lim, Kashmir, ifrinjah anct Sind, nearly one- third of Lhe empire, 
-uni Aurangzeb wflirld take the remaining t\vo-thiid £ intending to offer 
half nt his share to &huiu, m an equal iiViAon of the empire belW«un 
the three anb-Ddrii princes. Il is Dot however clear what the actual 
arrangement wapi between the two brothers, or what AuraiTLgzeb said, 
what hu orirrealed. ami what Murad understOOfli 

Whatever tbo deal Aurar.gzt'b iiiid in his bom of luted fawned oue: 
Murad, and Murad, impetuous and gullible, had fiileu for the tM|o]ory 
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But now, a= Aurapgzeb'g power kind presiiH: grew by tile hour 
Murad** stature shmnk Liy il-.u saltnu measure, Murad felt lei dawn Jljri J 
began ID iulk. And Ins nsurhere whose [utLunc depended on h,.. 
tnmme. played on hi 5 res.cn Lmont and aggravated the .tension between 
Itie brothers Some uven suggested a preemptive strike to se i^. 
AumngZeb But Hlich mm phra tod niidimz Boris were buvnnri Murad 
He however stopped i isitsng Aurang^’efa as a precaution. 

■When, after n (WG’Werit stay m Agm, the broilers sei out for Delhi 
m pursuit of Darn, Murad kept a Jew lulumctrcs behind Aiifangaub, 
sullen and menacing Aurarsgzob moved very slowly Twelve days out 
of Agra we fund bun at Mai hum, n mere fifty kilometres away He did 
nut want in cIcifj? in on Para without brat eliminating the threat [Tom 
behind So he set alwut in his usual crafty manner In lay a trap Jot- 
Murad, b> showing him various favour* ,'ind sending lltm beguiling 
messages to lull his .suspicions At Mathura the trap was sprung. Gnu 
day. whan Murad was reluming From a hunt find was parsing by 
Aurang^ph ? Camp, he was induced hi, one of his attendants— 
presumably bribed by Aurangzeb — lr. stop by Aurangzeb received 
Murad with g:e,T,t cordiality and the brothers toasted logeliidr, during 
which Murad Was- liberally plied with wine Drink 1:1 my presence/' 
AuttmgZab told him. 'as 1 long to see you supreme tv happy niter so 
many adversities/' Murad was I hen invited to real a wliile in an 
adjoining tent, and a lovely stnve-girJ was sent in lo massag* him to 
sleep. 

"Oppressed by Wine, Murad liakhsh went on sleep mg/ 1 says 
Manuca, Jf Bul An rangisb was wide awake." As Murad -slumbered, the 
slave girl 'ell Only his personal guard remained in the tent, armed und 
alert liul he too was induct’d Lo Step out — bbeckoned by Aurangzeb 
himself. as If wanting In consult Etim cm something, according Lo 
Man-nee i — and WClS garrotted by . 'uirangzeb ' s men Lurking outside 
Murad 'a weapons Were then cjliielly removed from his side, where, he 
had placed them When he lay dawn Aumilgzeb'v vIFilits then entered 
the ten! and bound Murad's Led— in gulden leltcrs, as □ tribute lo ills 
pnnrpLy sl i us This lotted Murad 'awake, but Iw found resistance rutile, 
snd submitted quietly, merely curbing Auranyzeb for breaking his 
wnid pledged on the Koran — tn whivTl Airrangzeb replied ihdl whul 
was being done Was tor his Own good, and fur the grind nf (he state! 

Betore dawn Lucks, Mufad was dispatched to Delto in a covered 
hawdah (of I he |ypu used by harem women) On an elephant, to be 
am fined in Saimigi’irii. the island fortress on the Yamuna in Delhi To 
con I use possible rescuers, three other elephants with identical dosed 
howdahn were writ in clificjcnl directiuris Gui the precaution proved 
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unnecessary. Nnhtidy made an effort lo rescue Mura.T w M d hi, 
of fieer& and troops promptly went over to Aurangzeb 

From ^lungarii Murad was inter shifted fa Gwalior fort where 
tli j"^ JlUkn r h ^ Aa ™£ y -* b * It,|ld sbh Muhammad Sultan would 
threat to Ai^T finE Ir ei1f nut > Murad Jjive ' L " /en iu confinement, Was a 

^ialty as flw .dfelihfe though ruddes prince 
" 3d mJkJu ' ro - * nd LniJLni, about Jiiit* ware , m „ m lh P 

SS VT m ^ an att ^ t one $6$ to niscue Murad, which 

ruled only because hs 5 concubine, Snrasw^l Bai, broke otlf m loud 

lamenlntioi^, when he wunt to bid her farewelt-'Tor whom am yrui 

kovLng me sLua howled— winch Juried the guards and a burled the 

M'in-id spent nearly rJuce years in prism Then AurantZc-h conir," cd 
n means to liquidate him, under the coyer of judicml rmpnef. which 
ivns hr, prafenvd mode pf polidCal murder A ion of All fee,,; nr, amir 
Whom Murad had tow years bpek slain in a rage m Cufarat was 
persuaded to file n caniplaint against the prillo. in thr coilrth and to 
uvust on entomng die kkrrifc law of blood tor blood. And Aunmfeeb 
directed the Kazi at Gwaltur thal ' Viftur a lawful judgmenl liad been, 
given, the retaliation, for blood should he eniidcd from the prince ' 
Muraii refused to degrade: hinuwjf by plead nm his case Seillcrtced to 
death, he Was executed in Derembcr 3661 ,nd his corpse liuriud in I lie 
Traitors Cemetery in Gwalior Fort 



Dara's Last' Stand 



AFTER ri-lK ARREST nr Murad, AiiMRgzch nmcched on in Delhi. from 
si. I'iliti: Daia had long since flttd to Emord it had been j.lx and u half 
months unce Aming-eb set duI from the Deccnil Ili win [hi; thrrvnu, 
Hie throne was ntiw varan! nnd his In occupy, But Auraugzeh was in 
no hurry Hi* wm cnneirmMd with the substance of power, no! jLs form, 
and die substantife of poweriwas not ye! quite secure in ho- Jmnds Dam 
and EiLmid, defeated hut not destroyed ivere slill lurking m the 
background They had to be eliminated before Aumngzeb rocild In. 
safe- There was a ho the embflrrasEiment of the dethroned emperor si ill 
being around The throne however could not he left vacant for long 
The empire needed an emperor So on 31 st July 1653 An rangyeh 
ascended die throne an Delhi somewhat reluctantly and in a token 
manner — not m the imperial pntaoe but at the S!i idiirmr Harden m H-il- 
suburbs of D^liu. He did Out men boiher to mint ,;iJLns mt have the 
khulbah read m ins name, nor were there anv grand festi vibes I here 
would be lime enough lor ail ihjs later 

Aurnngzeh remained in 1'Jelhi for about three Weeks, biwv With 
preparations tn continue his campaign against Dam, and [caking into 
inr- pressing mnliets of admjriistrntiQji Thun, a week after hi accession, 
he proceeded to Lahore, where Darn v, ns recruiting a fresh army. 

Defeated at Samogarh, Dam had the option of fleeing to the east oe 
to the west, Both had their fllteaclkwii Li the east was the v-jc|orioti? 
army of SulaLman Fhuko h with which he could man up In make a 
Strong stand again.?! Alirangzeb. The disadvantage ot the eastern option 
was that ll Shuja and Aufarigzeb acted in concert, Para would he 
trapped between them By nlOMng west, nn the nlhc-r hflnd Dflrd Could, 
by farming an alliance with Shuja, trap Aurang^eb jn I lie middle 
Moreover, in the west lay (be VUA trcusuies of Delhi and Lahore, With 
which a new .irmy could he recruited and equipped; also ,ui Lahore 
we ™ die a rrwiimen Is thal shah Tali an lead roll acted for Hie Kandahar 
campaigns As for Sulaiman, he could skirt iitound Aurrnngzeh and join 
Dans m Delhi or Tun job. And h all failed, and Dam was no! able to 
make a stand tn Punjab, he would Still have elbow room Ln tnaiioeil vre, 
go to Kabul, Sind, li:.i]rtslhan nr Gujarat or even to the Deccan find, 
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' : SS 1 0nl y way Dam could win wns by 

5^“ . f ™* uf * th “* But Dam. gentle, humane JJ 
philosophical, lacked feid.city Nor did h e have the low cunning L ,f 

Aurmigzab, to sow dissension among (he enemy nnd win &y*r desertes. 

i t* , lniliaJ P lnn WflS Yf& in Delhi for Sulnunnn Liul rs lha 
hope 01 du lairnfl n jotrung him there faded, he had no alternative but to 
move of to 1'u.nj.lb, to gtm, time nnj to widen the distance nHwcen 
lumself and liU ralentl^ advcmaiy On 22nd June, the day before 
Aurangwb ML out from Agra, Dar.i left Mu for Uihore, destroying 
ihc bo its ns ha crossed the SaLuj Into t'unjab, to prevent easy pursuit. 

E n;Uj JlCl P L: ' i; ’ ih.it All: rtngiob, has forcr? exhausted hy tiw long march 
frDQ1 lhu DGC,:ari arid ^ hvo fi;uat haltjes he had fought, would mt 
pursue him right way, but fhb ivas wishful I blinking. Auraflg'ieb 
arrived in Piuqab wtrJihi week? after Dain. furring him Ln fte*? agalrl 
Though I Mo i had m. Lnhan? sm ,nny that numbeipd ,i rrsperLahli? 
20 P il[yl, lie did no l dam 4ci pji LIsdsd raw recruits ag-Pimt Aiirangdeb's 
niULh larger fnrep of Veteran? He needed respite to pjgaruzc hrni.se It 
LlLit there would he no raapita. As Dara (led south towards Multan, 
AurnngMLi jh-ung afLer liim and began to dose m hv forced marclv 
There was at this time touch dtiq.ijcH in Dara A camp, nnd mam. 
perceiving his cause to be hopeless, deserted him Aur.imgzcb fished 
expertly in lluite IrautiJnd waters, planting forged tellers to make Lbra 
doubl Bid loyalty of even hi* trusted lieutenant. Gaud Kli.in and 
dismiss him from service Ry the time Dam reached Muit.in, his army 
tiao shftulk bii l4,t>DLl, and ha IT (if them dasErted him as he flwf nguin 
on l ho approach of Aurangzeb 



AS DAfLA Lvk'J'l'LSA 3 tJJ from MtdlAu, Auningicb hsmself turned away 
from Dora nndj leaving it bo his general |o continue Ihe cIwl-, hastimed 
back to Delhi lo deal wjl|t .1 fresh emergency there, caused by S| na's 
suspicious moveiment tram ttejmnliBi to Patna. Covering two slices, n 
day A urarigz.eb rushed tu Dcllu in dmithc-quick lime, and arrived 
there nn 3llth November 

AurangBcb liud been in correspLnidcinDe With Shaja Liver sinci (lie 
crisis broke, .lid aftti r inmogarh had nftered Jum the eastiim tlurd □! 
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lhi> '.inpjji. m return for cooperation again;,! Dura Bui ShllJ* was not 
Murad, Iip amid reciignice a piny when lie saw chip. An omjun? It, no! 
partitioned in brotherly goodwill, hi: knew wH|<CViif he gut, would 
li.We to be won in rht battlefield when bluija lu armed that AuranRZeb 
had i- 1 tip Id Punjab in pursuit pf Unra. he set out from Kajrmhnl, his 
capital on tine southward bend of the Gangs and arrived at Palna 
sumo -]fin kilometres to the wki in October 1655 He obviously meant 
to make a dash for Agra 

Shut a had a chance to seLze Agra, as Aurangzeb's hot dwa niter 
Dura had left !he aiy vulnerable, with no .imng force between it and 
linnp T nl He misled the chance by moving 1-do slowly It wa? only by the 
end Of October that he .ldvjiriccd. ironi Patna B\ then AurJlhgzeb, nierl 
tu the danger, I'.'.v already half way back to Delhi from Punjab, and by- 
line time Shujfl readied Varanasi, \urimgzeb was m Delhi. from when.' 
he ordered Muhammad Snilan Ifl Agra to adiance against Shu|a. He 
btmseH. followed *ncm after So when Shujn readied Allahabad in early 
January 165? he Found Muhammad butt an already ai Kura, fl short 
distance away to ton tost the pfjssage to Agra 

On 12th J.lnuarv Auranpreb too arrived pt Kora, and was [oined by 
Mir jumla from the Deccan who had been released Irani tiaulaipibad 
and summoned by Aurflhgzcb Id n.s-.i d km. Auiangswb's army now 
numhered some 90,0011 cavalry, mammoth enough to swallow up 
; ShL]n, who Lay thirteen Idlomclres east nf Korn, at the village ol 
Khajv a, with piit 23,1 .dr? horsemen On I3ih January Aurangzeb moved 
up iJitimidatingLy to about a kilometre and a Half from Skip's position 
'A dense cloud of dust Jud the earth and sky/' ns his army advanced, 
writes Karum. 

Oespil^ I he overwhelming JUimcrmw preponderance of his army. 
Auranp,7eh very nearly lost the battle to thuja He Was In trouble even 
L-ciore the*- battle began. Around -= a^m, on 14lh January, n mcTns three 
nr four hours before the halite was to he mine'll Raja JaswMtt Singh 
■vho commanded Auranjjwb's tight wing, iitcehied by some dLghl he 
had suffered, suddenly broke loose and diverted the army with a 
toil tinge rH of 14,0011 Eajpnl^, "destroying and plundering they went, 
.ind cutting dowr alt who opposed them/ 1 writes KhaB Kilim. For a 
^-.'ilIl' nobody knew rvh.il was happening arid feared I he wiiMifc "A 
pun it Was spreading through The Whole army/' continue KliaJEi Khan, 
'ht.uw men wen.- b-0 djsh*B rtcood that they joined the plunderers, 
thinking that the best Way nf scaping disaster One parly fled to Lhc 
□pen country; mini her approached the enemy's aim y, and set aboul 
r ai aging Without exaggeration, J ill the- army hnd gone aWflj to 
plunder or escape, and many had joined the enemy " 



362 



D-'iJi r h - r ■ >.] 1 1 



m asst sasa ssssr saws 

:.aa. A ■ » r »««ato,3ras 

tZ tT^ 

n* 

XJ I 7 T 3 W # A^a^b t0 Jure him into an 

Suig HU ' h4bl>tih ijl th * C ^P he did 

Aurangzeh's cool courage saved the situation, Tor alt Uus confusion 

Au 1 ? T' Tl J " lL3£ ‘ “7? ^ " nCl1hU ^ ^ *• rcsotu iron of 
Wh n h! ; T V - 0i i lsWs ni S hl ™eyed in Airrangzeb 
r . h ; T ' r]1 hl5 #^ dawn rw-i kl i ipcrtu rbeiT, hr finished hu 
prayer, then rase in prepare Ldlmiy kir ihe battle, dismissing j^wantk 
t Lglit as inelevant. Die d^ccr psydiic pull of A ucitofca-Vs ralm =.nnn 

d ,JlL ’ fUniutc aj - l1tlI1 K hi4 meti At the dny broke, and the reason tor 
Ihv corranoti on came to be known, ar.d |hu fljghl n[ the Najputs was 
r^ugmi?,--! OS inconsequentilLl in that vast army many of the scattered 
T£3lu - med t0 L '^Jiip Aurangieb I hen rode pul on hit elephnrd 
11 mF, P c?ct tu* limy and found that lie yet hud about 60DDO ^oldiitrs 
nearly three iimee the strengtli of Shufa's army 

Si 111. Auran^zcb w*5 SOieiy tried that day, Shuja was fl more danng 
■mo innovative gcneraJ than Aurang^cb, and he used the vetuufy of his 
small army ta pierce the mass nf AiuttAg^b's horde, the hatttc began 
□t H fl.in With Art artillery duel, p usual then Shop unleashed bis 
right wing against ALirangzeEVs Jeff, leading with ihrct furious heavy- 
chai n-W iL'tdrng plephonts, wllldl sivepl a[[ before Ihiim .-hu|a thm 
swung L\;s Lett wing into pc ion Under Ihts combined Onslaught 
Aurahgzcb's left wing CoUapsetl, [ U5 centre wavered and his right 
wing r ft?ii ialtu confusion But Aiirnngzcii hirr,s?[f stood firm 'Alien he 
vvap AtlACkod by one of SilLija’s marniilpthiy he ordered Lhe legs of h I =, 
dephanl to be ciiamcd Log^tlicr to prevent it from fleeing There would 
he no retreat [nr turn, no flight flits show qt resolutian reJIicd his men. 
the m oment nf danger passerl AufiUlgzeb I hen gathered the enhre 
wei^it ami firepower of his immense army and sent it railing hksi a 
giartr tidal wave to engulf die enemy Shuja could save himself o^iy by 
dismOLUlting from Jus elephant and fleeing cm a horse 

As skip fled, Aurnrtgz^b sent an army of 20 , LVO under the command 
of Prince vruhammad sultan And MirJ'Umlil to hunt hilri davm SJiuJd, 
With his army reduced to 10,000,, madu several Stands on Ins way In 
Bengal, buL vV.,li; fcrced to retreat each time Mir JumJa was ever at his 



mr i'AHADTSI ON EARTH 



twd:- giving llicn no respite though fot a b rsc I while Mir Junila himsetf 
was in tmiiblu., because of ihc disritTedion of Mnhfimmad Sultan. who, 
dmifinp under the command of Mir luiut.i Arid Laidnsd by Ihe prnspdH 
i?L marrying Shuja's rav tshing daughter, Gulrukh Bfcgum drsi-rlui ir> 
Shuja. (Mubrnrunad sultan would hi ter re-dofcct: but his unforgiving 
father Would keep lum in prison for the rest of h ls. life) Mir luilnla 
however continued the rcEcntJev.^ pursuii I ill SJuiilI was driven out of 
Bengal in mid-May l&fift soduen months after tile in-Ltt L- oi Khajwa 
Shuja with ins family and about forty fifljjlie'ra fled lo ace 65 refuge 
with the barbaric Magh pirate king ol Arakan to the east oi Bengal. 
How lus fife ended is lince rt L LLn A plausible story, offered bv the 
European traders m the area ami mentioned by Mnnucei, is that m 
January 156L S[lLt|,' lr tin.' would-be emperor unable In reeoriLiJc himseJi 
to being a destitute refugee, plotted to DVCrlilTOW llis bust, but was 
driven aw fly into the jungles, where lie was out down by the Maghs. 
When die news of the likely death n\ Shuja reached Aurangieb, he 
ordered funeral obsequies, to set at rest the spectre of 5iiu|o 5 return 
'In Arracan all tracas of Shuia disappeared;' Writes Khafi khan 



AT THE ITs IE Aurangzeb was confronting Shuja a I Khtij wtv Dara 
In Gujarat Me had tied from Multan towards Tatta in southern Sind in 
mid-Septeniber 1650 h]?i army reduced In TLAJD on the way, n mere one 
fddi of the pursuing force Along the way he though! of turning off to 
Kandahar for oaf one ur Persia . but 3 US WDHien, terrified of pairing 
Ihrough the wild Baluchi country, dissuaded Dari He therefore set his 
course to Gujarar, ami m mid-November envied over to the left bank 
of die Indus at Tatta. At tit ill point die pursuing army, summoned, back 
by AliFilngiicb turned aiutirtd tu re|oui the emperor then on his Way to 
Delhi. They could ignore Dora fur die dine being. Shuja had to be 
tackled first 

Crossing ihe Indus. Dam herd ad south-easi, and toiling through 
the forbidding, Waterless Earn ai Kachchh fKutch.!. hut hospitably 
received, along the way by local chiut’s eager for 0 Muyhal connection, 
he reached Alunadnagar, the Capital of Gujarat, in liinimry I froth ‘ihore 
lie found favour with Shah Mawnii Khan, the governor., who, al though 
he was Aur.litgaeb's father in-law, opened lire provincial treasury for 
ntsira and helped him to reenut an army ot 22 r UL'M Cannons wore 
procured from Surah 

Dara could now dream of die throne again Garbled versions or 
Aurungrcb'i hjs.de with Shup had readied Gujfinlt— there was a rumour 
dial \utiirigaeb had been mui.-ri -.inn ill Lit buoyed up Dora's spirits 
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Mill neither Mari nor Sh-UjiV vv ils- mnvirig with time iintl tide U u |a 

hatl ndvahcGd when Darn was -,hl\ m Delhi, or si Para h.id ratumcd I d 
H industan when .\ujnTTg7cb was nipii chang n in -nhujD, Adrangzcb 
would have been in trouble As it WflS Jt Was only on 24th February, 
mono than a month after Shiija was overwhelmed an KhiJ|Wii, that Dani 
Started irnm Gujarat [uwimls Agra Sh|| he was hopeful Rafii laswanl 
Su^gh ul Manvitr, wild had descried Aurang^eb, had offered In marshal 
the Rafputff for Dara. If jasw^nt joined him with lS-ordn/ino rtajputs, 
Dara would have a fighting dtnrcD against Aurnngzeb. Willi Ihis hope 
he net on 1 for MiSTwar, alier securing from Ihu "promise bunking raja 
3 covenant confirmed with the most solemn Hindu cl- dues 1 says 
knmhu. 

I he (ickLe Jaswant broke Ins word He had advanced sonu: dj stance 
Id join Darn wflen hu got a letter from Raja Jai Smgh, curing him of 
Aumngzeb'ti j.wdun and I ha restoration of h-nunum i>- he n’lurned |o 
loyalty, bul threatening certain destruction if he did not I his made 
jHSWant chdngje aides again ^ Necessity turns Imns into fanes, ' comments 
Khafi Khan. Dari even sent his =on ^ipilir Shukuh to plead ivilli i he 
raja, hut lo no dv.ifcl. 

Meanwhile Aurangacb, having 1 relumed from ihe bailie with Shllja 
was rapidly dosing in on iJ.inL So there ivas no tune for Uara Id 
withdraw safely min Gujarat He lu-d run enough, anyway the Lime 
had cum? for him In make a Iasi stand Sl\. .id van ring to Wards Ajmer 
he took □ carefully chnsen posit ion at Deoial fieVer- kdoinetrcs flOUtti of 
the town, his flanks protected by two hills of lht J Arnvalll Range, and 
lus trunt by embankments and trendies His guns, behind the 
embonlum-nts and on ii hillock oieilooliing the plain, d animated the 
battlefield. 

On 21st March, Aurtngtfiib arrived at Deurai and encamped eJitco 
J dloinelres east of Darn's position The battle was (Dined tlie next day. 
and commenced ,ls usual with an arhlieir duel. The tactical advantage 
clearly was with Dora Aurangzub had la dnmber up a slope to give 
battle, and his huge army, suuuuzecl tight mle- Liiu narrow valley, WHS 
unable to use ds strength. while Dara could mow it down with In- well 
placed guns The disadvantage of Para's position was that it had little 
□ffensiv u p6tCJiLi.il — while ii was difficult for Aurangzeb to overrun 
Darn, it W:1S equally difficult for Dara to rout Au non jurcb lhit given 
Dnra's i nedicament, to slave off defeat would have been victory enough 
From that point of view, Dora's strategy wac masterly, his position 
Virtually impregnable. What Dara lacked was not generalships bul luck 

Unlike the Ihree^kiour bstiiE jf Samogarli, at Dfroral the battle raged 
on for mi unprecedented three 1 days But at I lie end ot the third day, by 
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nightfall,, m a confused melee in line dark, Aunuigaeb managed tn 
nvemm one of Dara's onlrcnchmunt.'H And Uuil.. like breaching li-,D iv.it] 
of i fortress Lnmc'diEitcly rendered tiara's Jocf-like pcwuion Indefensible 
Dara did not tarry Even wiiLle liie b Llttlf WHS raging, hr fled in I hij 
dark of the night aiidcnnpnmed by his fiftecn-year-old son AipLbr 
Sliukoh mid a '.-mail band oi Ml lowers !n his hasty flight Dara even 
missed the rendezvous ivitft hi!, women wl.lD, along With his Iffeiuif, 
■lad been waiting since noon on the banks of Ana Sagar, a Jake on the 
QutskirfH of Ajmer. mounted an elephant-- and ready for any coniingmry 
When no word camt from Darn LluJV took b£f Dn Uidr own. but not 
before I he treasure with them was plundered hy the very Rajput 
guards to whom Dara had entrusted si c safekeeping- "Struggling and 
fighting with cadi other, every man seized what he could In v hands 
on " writes Ktra Fi Khan ' J Tl i rj baggage was taken from, the hacks of the 
elephants and placud on camels. and tbu women wen? stripped uf Iheir 
jewels and taker off the camels to bo mounted on the elephants.; tlLen 
the pJondiircFi., with camels and horses laden with m r:moy and nr hides 
of gmai v aliie. made off lor Lhc desert ' 

I„ tiddly, the women. led by the faithful eunuch Ithwaja Maqul, fled 
li i line same direction as Para, and joined Lip with him the following 
evening The fugitives were pillaged along the way bv riuripagErig 
soldiers as well as by villagers Kulis, a tribe nf professional rubbers, 
Ml I owed Data's convoy like hyenas, blimp, on Stragglers Dorn headed 
for Gujnraij a ''forlorn fugitive in sore distress., without baggage, and 
despoiled by plunderers' , as Klllifi Khan desLnbes him l-lls a piny had 
■r-Ljtlered in different directions m the confusion al the night flight, but 
some 20M of them jumEd him alting the way, in. an extraordinary shtlW 
of loyalty to n |os! cause 

Aurangzfib would nol |e| Para eji’fljjb InuntdiatcLy after the battle, 
he sent llaja Jm Sirigh ana bail L n .d ur Khan after Dam. and thev were 
joined ur, the hiuvt by Jaswmit Singh, Dam's une time would-be succaijiceT. 
Tile ideal ctliefs rilong Dahl'i path were alerted and urged In am?si dip 
fugitive Wherever lie wen!, Darn was in peril Sam chaw, though 
pursued by an imperial army pf 20., GOO, he managed to reach Gujarat 
I here he found Ahmadnagar closed to him by Aurangzeb adherents, 
who had taken over the call 

Dara J s situation was pathetic He was utterly destitute, dressed m 
a dun linen tunic and cheap sllOiis He Was not even able to provide 
privacy for Jus women a matter of great dishonour for a Mughal 
anriocrllt Bender, the French | hysi.ci.in .■iXumpanymg Dam, records 
I hat Shf- panels shielding the harem LenLs were lied to the Carriage in 
which he was restmgl Tine shriaksf of the lemales drew teilrb From 
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every eyeT writes 0pmJcr. "We were all overwhelmed with i cm fusion 
.snd dismay, gazing 3 n speech less hoiTur al cadi other, at a Ids* whal 
plan to recommend, and ignoranl uf ill L- fate which pudifips □wailed 1 1 L . 
from hour Id hom. We observed D.lrrt Hcppinq out, more ikiad than 
alive, Speaking now hi one,, them Id anuLhnr slopping and con ■suiting 
even !he ctim tnontid soldier He saw fonstcrnalinn depleted on every 
avunleiumcc, and fell assured that he should be left without n single 
follower 

rileic was no lime even For resl TKc pursuers were clbSf berime 
ho Para once again (nidged through the Bailrt of Kachchl , anti escaped 
into Bind, pursued by Jai Singh It was a wonder that he managed Ip 
escape- According to Mfinucui. this was possible because Jai Singh did 
not want to capture Dara, but only drLve him out of the empire. 
' How Wit much ihc men of Aumngzeh might follow and press upon 
Dura, Rajah Jai Singh still arranged the day ■; march l|i,U Llierc was ever 
room For the unfortunate and di'di towered prince to escape 1 ' say.s 
Mrlnucci. Finally, when Dara crossed the Indus at Sehwan anti left the 
Mughal empire, Jai Sigh gave up the chase and proceeded 10 Pdhi 

Dar.i could no longer Eighl for ihv til tunc biis aniy though l now 
was L(J save Juirwdl and his family from dfstcuihon her that, the only 
way out lur him was to flee tei Decs io From Scbw-an he therein rr 
hcLidijd Fur Lhu Bulan, Pass to gn lo Kandahar D.ir i a bo had Lhe option, 
if fori Vint fav cmicd hint, Of advancing from Kandflti'ar to Kabul, and 
from Lhere to Lry ills loj lunc in hitlia again 



NC'ibJK OF 'THAT would he A malrV-alenl I'.ltu i.tiil held Dara pinioned 
111 its ml nr- fin the way to I he Dnlari Tans, Jus favourite wife-., Nadira 
Llanu, his good companion: in weal and lyce and the mm I I'.c of ltL5 IhrL'v 
sons, passed away — she died of ' dvsentert and vescatinn ". according to 
tihafi Khan, which is plausible, but if is equally plausible that, n 
Manure] says, she crimmittfd suicide by taking poison, tor she hated to 
leave Indni and in Any case had had enough of life Nadira's death 
Finally broke Pani r 5 will fo fight, even to live "■’Mountaui after mountain 
of trouble thus pmF^ed upon, tho hear! nf Dara," wntPF KhaTs Kliar.. 
' r gnef was added to grief, sorrow to sorrow, .so that his mind nti longinr 
retained its equilibrium ■" It ivas time for him tn give op tilt struggle 1 , 
Nadira v, JasL wish W'as to lie buried in India- Dam therek' re real 
her body to Lahore with an t^c.nr: of thp few so f if i am ■>!ill re-mamang 
with him, to be buried tn die temb of Mian Mir, his spiritual preceptor 
J Jo was now entirely without a military escort. Only a fetv eunuchs nod 
scrv lints remained with him 
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Before hu could lEh-uitie his journey, Dura needed a Little lime to 
compose lumsdl. la tap the very Lust reserves n^ will and energy to 
keep going At Dadar .1 mere fourteen kilometres L?oS!l of the |ir|,ui 
l-’ass nnd safety, Dara sought ■< moment's re5pife with nn Afghan tiibn I 
diieftaia named Malik Jiwan Darii had goiwi reason Lu expect hospitality 
from Malik, for Malik owed his vun life to Dam. who had once 
interceded to save him nftei Shah Jahan had ordered him to he 
trampled to death by an elephant for an offence against ilia state. ’ I Ins 
evil zemindar Malik liVvon, canti out Lhe a destroying angel In mod 
him,' writes Khafi Khan l"he fates had carefully chaseri Malik for the 
final, grim act, for to be betrayed by a man wjlh such .1 debt as M^Lik 
owed to Barn, was the fiL 1 mg denouement ol Data's tragic lift' 

Darn's women pleaded with him not to go to the kalhan, lull 
'Dare, as if hurried a way by his ei . 1 il genius", would mif listen. sayt, 
BemLcr Wlleii Darn arrived -il Dndur Malik wailed on him thriv 
kilometres oiL’viidr his for- and conducted him In Ins house With all 
honour and courtesy . For three days JJara rested ihe;v 

On j^Qi June Dsra began tile short trek towards thu Bulan Pass 
There wa? nil haste now Safety was dose ill hand but ?ci wa? Mailt: 
Trihal honour would not pcnnil Malik to mplest Darn a- long •:■ he 
was his truest, but. once Darn left the forL.. he wa? fair game for the 
predator, Dmra wns ,1 limp prey When Malik swooped down on the 
fugitives ih ere was, no resistance, except from SLpU-ir bhuknh, who w.i> 
too young to din. 

Dare, he; son and tivo daughters were then taken back to Jiwan ‘5 
fori On gelling wool from Malik of Dma's, capture Jai slngh and 
Bahadur Khan, WllO Were Lhen protL.L'dlng north along thi Indus after 
ab.LndOning the pursuit of Dnra, cror-sud Lhe Indu? In 'he rLgt I bank 
and on 3 rd July look charge nl the captive? 

Three mantle later, on Ind September, Baliadur Kl.on arrived sn 
Delhi until the captives A Week VUer. or B'Ji September, on AurangzebVi 
specific orders. Dara and bipihr were pared ft E through Delhi m an 
Open bow dob mounted on a filthy; small] and mangy female elephant 
Broken iind Weary, ' like a crushed twig", Dara sat Limply, dressed Ln 
rags, ,1 dingy turban on his head., his /eel diairtiid. Sipihr tat beside 
Itinl. ,uid right behind them ^it Aurangzeb's slave Mazur Bug, with a 
drawn sword, threatening instant death tu Hie prince in ca?s bf n 
rescue effort, Squadrons of cavalry and mounted archers aL the ready- 
led by Bahadur Khan, escorled the prisoner 

Ei>t tiring 51 udijoh an aba d through Lpi= Lai lore gate, the sombre 
parade passed tJtrough Lhc length o\ the ctly, tlirougll Chandn: Chowk 
anti the? bazaar, .nut then went on to Khizimbad, a suburb of Delhi, 
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ivherf' Darn wiv- lodged. It was, says Maroicci, "a melanchnly specuictc. 
□renting oompaasion m all those who saw him Fur in such 1 brief space 
w,is UiL. prince, sr- mighty, rich, su famous. h> powerful reduced !" 
lire la?t stages of misery ,r Adds Bornirr, The ctowd aMem^led upon 
1! is disgraceful on eiiun was immense; and evtrvwbl re \ ubscrved the 
people weeping, and lamenting the late of Darn in the mo.-l luud'il:u* 
liing’Jiige From every quarler I lieinl piejCing and dtilreiiillg 

'Sticks, I nr I he Indian people have a very tender heart; uLen women, 
ind children waihug .15 if homo mighly ealamily had happened lo 
themsolves./' 

The iicjlL day Lhere wms a noi m Hie city When Malik (iiVLin — now 
dignified -v- Baklihyar Khnn, a manaabd; 1 !! nf 1006— with hi? escorl of 
■VfghflEis was slrulting through the city oil lu? way td atjend (hn 
imperial durbar, he was sot on hv ihe mch T 1 i- Idlers. ih<- partisan? 
of Bcira Shukcih, thu workmen and people nf all snrl 1 - inching each 
fitherj gatliered into a in.ub find tissaLlmg Jiwan and h lh companions 
with nhnse arid imprecations, pelted Ihcm with dut and filth and clbiJs 
end s tunn* 50 that severe] persons were knocked down and kltliid and 
many vn?re vueundecl ‘ write? KllPlIl Kltiln ''Jiwnn was f.uuEKtcd by 
Shields held over his heed end hi? nl lenelh made hi? v.'.iy .hroUgki Ine- 
crowd to the ptibice They say that the d istn rb a nro en this day was so 
ipvci llrnt il bordered on rehellion Ashes anil pots lull ol urine ind 
ordure v. urc thrown dawn from the roofs of the houses upon the heads 
Of the Afghans . 

This show of people’s letuliun to Bara finally sealed hi . fate 
Tliere were, in any case, overwhelming polilicni reasons fnr ex-Kuhng 
him. Aurangreb's conniving counsel I or?,, ever ready mill the advice he 
wanted to hoar, Inld him that if Dam did not d:e. people Would be ever 
looking for his release, and dns would be a suuree oF disquiet in I he 
empire liut Auranyzeb, hypocrite dial he was. needed 1 he ^nccien of 
law to Execute Dare On the evening of the day Dara was paraded 
dirough Doll’Ll, ius fate wa? debalad in the DiWun-i'khas Only Virsu 
nmlc, Dfliushatand Khan pleaded for mcJC , - , , but m 3 St, amon-g them 
Darfl’s uncle Shayiiu Khan, recummcndtil dentil And behind the 
scenes, rnalEvalEnt Raushanare -"his MStei but his mortal enEnv, ' as 
Manned deScritxis her ditnoured for blood 

ho death it was. "'Die pillars nl Lhc C.monsCid L,nn md Faith 
apprehended many kinds of disturbance fidiL’ J’i 1 ? life/ write officio] 
chronicler Kazim "bo the Lmpcrur, I10H1 nuL of the ncccioih hi prnteet 
lln- Faith and Holy Law, and also fnr reasons of Slate, considered it 
unlawful 10 allow Dnra to remain, alive any longer as a destroyer of 
public peace 1 " 
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On learning of thu death decree Dara mndt; a direct appeal Ln 
Aurangzeb to siree lits lift "My Lord Ulrnther nnd Emperor!"' he wrote; 
The desire lor kinship is nol jiL all left m my mind Do (it) hless&d tn 
you and vnur 5OT1A Flic plan of day mg me ivhi-.li you are cherishing 
m vour heart ii unjusL. It you only gnihl me n house Ht for [my) 
residtui-co and one young handmaid out of my awn handmaids to wait 
on me, I shall umplny mjpSeit m praying (or yotir (good) In the retired 
life of li pardoned man,' 

Au mngzeb did nur wan I Uara's prayers, He wanted his UJv. On ihu 
margin of Para's petition he wrote in lus awn hand: "You first, octeo. 
ns an usurper, and y<JU wore a mischief maker Da 9th Suplombpr, a 
party nt slaves untured Dara's prison house fit about seven irl the TiigEiL 
In carry out the execution, 5ipdir Sliukoh, who was with Dam, wcidud 
and clung to hts father,, but Whs tom away and taken In another room, 
where he continued tn cry nuL Pam appealed to l he slaves to take a 
message tu Aurang^eb, bul they replied, “We cannot. he anybody's 
messenger We have only Lo carry out nur orders ” Dara then, m a 
futile gesture, ftLtuckud the slaves with a tiny dagger he had hidden Hi 
Iuf pblovv, but was nve rpnwe red and stabbed to death They then 
hacked off lus head and tnnk il io Aurangzeb for verification 

'On that night Roushan Ara begure gave a great feast/ writes 
Manurri He [tirlher leLLs a ghoulish rale nl Aurangzeb jabbing h |5 
brother's severed head iliree times with his sword and then. ,r with 
gmal glee’ , sending Ihe head tn Sh.il> Jnliari ifi Agniy to be placed On 
the Old Hiiinv table in a covered dish when he bat down to dinner J 't □ 
Eivengu himself for the love lavished un Dora and the LldSe account 
made of himself *' This seems too badishc an art evert for Aurangveb 
His probable response on being presented Dora's severed head as 
recorded hy Masunl, was "As ( did not look at this infidel's face 
during his Lifetime., I llavu no wish tn do so now " 

On Aurangzeb’s orders the beadles 4 , corpse of the prince was 
paraded Ihmugh the bazaar on an elephant ~"io once alive and onCU 
dead he yras exposed tu the eyas of .UI men, and many Wept over Jus 
fate, writes Khali Khan — before being burned, u n washed and 
unadorned, in a vault in 'he tomb ut Humayun, Dura's blighted 
ancestor 



LATER. WHLN HIS court ebron k le^ .isked Aurangi.eh how they 
should record the events of Lbe dvil WOr, he smiled. knowingly and 
said, 1 Art! you so ignorant US nut in know tlic causes oi such obvious 
and WCll-known events'? Cannot you see (hat tile Mughal Empire Was 
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ut complete anarchy through this had government or King Shah Jah.m 
my father, and his desire It? make over the state tn Print* Dora, nr 
enemy ot the VhihcinirilLidan fa I th? It was | ust pUnishmer! lYif [lit '-cn 
In IfriC his lite, he being an idolater, while tha Sung was (lupot3£cs&cd 
ill he kingdom and placed in cotifin’ement lor b- ■ n i? mm pah It tn rule 
As for t:h c prince Shah Sbujn, lm was deprived of the kingdom because 
liy ha- amhitiori he laid claim tn Ihe throne winch did not belong |n 
lum In regard lo Prince Murad Eakfldh, a man of good qualities and 
an excellent soldier. 1 am. inncicenS ol his death [1 was due to the 
demands of justice Nur was he fit lO reign, f<’i r hr was a heiulic. as I 
have ascertained Since tus death If Cud made nil tinpdrtir, Il was ficim 
HO Other cause than that | bad been ever a faithful defender of the 
Koran. Against my design and my will, which wits tn bve as, a poor 
fLiiur, I tvafi exalted above Other men. because Lh.il jliSt Lord who raises 
the meek and ahisef, Ihe haughty, had ki d elcmtined 

Would Dara — nr Shlljil Or Murad — have spared die li v c-f- (if Inf, 
brothers it lie had become the emperor 7 It is difficult in To the 
Mughal emperor, his brothers. Were his- deadhe c t enemies',, and ihcj. 
were cum palling political reasons for ulimma tuny, them In fact, Manuca 
report'; that " hen Aurangzeb asked Dor.1 what lie Would hnVe done- Lf 
he had WMj Dara recklessly replied I liar h? would ha T .'«:- had Aiiiang^et! 
quartered and gibbeted at the four gates of Delhi 

Mamina's story is imarnbabSe, but it reveals a charar terishi Mughal 
Qlbtudc The distinctiveness of Dara' 4 ; reign would have been in the 
destmy of India, nut in the tale of his brothers In a sdnSc then, 
Aurangicb was right after all — the issue in the ivar ut suCdusSuln was 
not who should rule tile cm pm: but what should bli flic fuLurj of 
India- Dam's promise was of a Jmrnuie. progressive ir.ii- ■ When h’ 
was atecutedr what was Involved was nnl fust the death pi a pnree. 
bu! Hu? de^Hi of a future 

A| the beginning of the war of succession. Falher Buzeo, a European 
padre m April, had CuivfidcrHly predicted Hi at Data cespilt all hi.- 
advantages, would be dr^l rayed The reason 7 'ihe peonle of 
Hindusttlit. 1 ' M’.id ihe padre Lo M arnica ' an. very nvaHaotiS | und 
tudi a race required to be ruled by ,i more ma llgnant kmg, no! by a 
guud-nalured man like D.ir-' 
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Chapter Nine 

OVER THE TOP 




God's Elected Custodian 



RLTURNlM.! TO DELHI ,n ttc r h i h victory over Darn al Dearai, 
Au rang? eh camped a I Khi^irabad on the outskirts rjt Lhc crty I Dr L nm- 
days, waiting tor an au^piclou^ Jay tp muvi; mtu Lliij cibadul Early 
rooming on the chosen d ay,. 22 j'i J May L i'i59, before Lhe mj (1 w,ii up. the 
royal prpfiesslOh tuL dllI from Khiiirabad, led by ,j brincl W drutrbj 
pip*? 1 - 3 n 0 IrucipetE A train of fiipanfenned elephants beating the royal 
slBfldBlds followed the hand, tluan a cavalcade nf thoroughbred jlorseSv 
Uie- camel Corps, the musketeers, and columns n2 infantry Finally 
escorted by the grandee-, of the cmpLrE an richly accoutred hoi-v 
ramp Aurtogadb, seated nn golden throne atop a lofty bejEV idled 
elephant, showering gold and sjJvui coins on U:u crowds along the 
route, ■> lhu pnartssion solemnly '.vended Lb way through ity tod 
bazaar to the Citadel, 

Hie procession marked the crannenciraun: of Aurarigxeh , formal 
coronation retell rations, which were Lhc grandest m Muphal history, 
and wore dazzling enough to divert people's dttaltidh From th.ij sligms 
pf his infamous usurpation. His carder enthronement., in Jub ]656, was 
a token a I fair, held solely for r.dminLstrab'. u reasons but now, with hi 
father Safely in ccniinoincnt and nib biaihErs eliminated — Murad 
imprisoned, Dara and Shtija chased away, and soon aLt three tr.i be even 
moirj safely dead — 'Annul gieb was secuuu enough i.o celebrate his 
actesSLon with [he pomp and grandem ihrt was expected nf chs 
Muglinl 

Royal astrologers had specuied LhTEE hours and fifteen minutes 
post sunrise on 15th Juno 1659 as Lhc must auSpLdOUS lime for Aur. iig/.-h 
til ascend the throne At ille precise momcnl. on a signal Tram astrologers, 
the royal band sounded a flourish, and Aurangaeb. tnrty. resplendent 
in a cLTumumal dress, emerged from behind the screen of the throne 
balcony of the Diwan-varn and mounted the FefldXk Throne 

The Diwand-am was opulently decora led for the ceiemcmy with 
tassels of p earls and gem-studded gold ornament;- its floor CuVC-rvi! 
with priceless carpets, its ceiling, and pillars draped in vehet. fLowered 
brocades and doth of gold and silver An immense tent wan pitched in 
Lhc courtyard of the durbar hall, raised on ma&SiVC poles covered with 
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si her plates Tncensc and alDeswood smouldered in p,o!d and stiver 
burners Tin.' emirs, dressed m their enremanial best, stood in the |T,,jj| 
ia groups neaily ^gregBind by rank, and they ifiade their obeisance 
and invoked diving blessings bn AufivlglEb ns be ascended die throitti 
Musician? snmn and nuutch girls danced, while royal attend, ink 
distributed pnan to Ihe nmiri and sprinkled ■scented water On Them 
The khuthah was then recited in Aurahgzebs name, and new coins 
issued, bearing l he legend, 

Tins CTiuj has been stumpm 1 pn ran 1 Jr 
itkr ii s-.'rcrccpct; flflwn, 

By King AimJffgzeE), ihc cii'irrfnrrrjr 
pf JTjc fJIurld. 

Aurangzfih ?peill nearly three hpurs at tbs durbar, bestowing rahes of 
honour and cunEemng honours on nobles. Then he moved into tine 
hiirem. to present gifts t.. . pekoe Inmates Later., at a select gathering m 
lile Diwan-Mdias, The hall of private audience, he gave presents to his 
sorts, La the Inp mnirs of the emp ltl 1 , and In distinguished fidioian; 
poete and music Jins 

The cdebrahuTi.i continued well into the mghL liy evening,, (l u 
broad ban Fes of the Yamuna flowing past the iLidel were dl Lunina ted 
With lamps, and lllE river itself shimmered, and glowed, as boatSj 
bedecked with Jumps and carrying Emisioans, pLied about Fi reworks 
blips!. Q-vcr Qie night sky. Die I esli v I (JflS Enstied faarleen weeks, from 
-?.nd May to 2Fth Augusi 

Thus began in grand and joyous eelebrnhon a singularly joyless 
reign 



IT ANY OF 1 1-1 E a mi rs crowding around Aurangzeb on his :i .-cession 
was troubled by the memory of the plight of ShStt Johan, to whom 
TnaHt ol them owed then- position? perhaps the very rohe-- they were 
wearing. i here was no sign of iii Writes Benue* ' J van indeed scarcely 
repress my indignation when 3 reflect Ul.lt there was no I a Sing I : 
movement nor even i vuice beard, in behalf of the aged and injured 
Monarch; allhciu^li the Omrahs, who bowed lhe Itrtee to his oppressors, 
were indebted In I "in for their rank and rJChe.s, leaving been. according 
La the custom at the Court raised hy Chah-fehin from a stale of Ilhvgss 
indigene* and many' ol them even redeemed from absolute slavery " 
Comments Tavtoiifer, "It perchance there were fuiy who fell touched by 
his I'ShnJi Johan's) misfortunes, feiir made them silent, and made them 
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basely ihnndnn u king who had governed them, like a Fadier r 

Shlili filllnn rumained d prmnn.;r m hi-, marble palace in tile Agra 
hut. But =t was not ,i Fiarsli lift for Fnnt Ir Although Auitiilg'Zdbe k. pi 
|- is lather dlnwly confined m flic fnrlre a of Agra and neglected no 
precaution hi prevent Ills escape, yet the deposed mormrch wo:, otherwise 
treated with indulgence and respect/ sa/a Bernier "H <■ w punnilte.l 
I.J occupy h ls Former aparLmi&ts, md u< enjoy the society of Hcgum- 
Sid-iib Ijahanarn; and I he whole n! hts fnmite W.I.bli&rrtmT, Including 
r ho singing anc dfinciug women, c-C'CiJkii, and atjiErs in these resp-jet no 
rec|LteKL w ever dented him, and « s the nld mar bCCUinc wpridrDualy 
devout, cerhlifl jVlullahs iv-er? alloivuil 111 e-Jiter toll lUiartmcnt ami read 
the Koran, In the begin n i n ^ . PruicE Muhammad Sultan wj-. in charge 
ul Shall Johan On his departum. MuLuriiid, a niean-snimlL'd eunuch — 
who. according to Manned "looked like a baboon took over, and he 
seemed rci have treated Sll.'dl [ahnn with some pcllinus-S, grudging i.vun 
In supply him will’, proper Slippers or tn have hl5 mollilS ■I'p.'ind. 

bvery prqtrauEior was taken to ensure thot Shall khan did nol 
mturfere in tin? affalrv of gUVCmmcn l m any wav People could visit 
Ini'ii only with Aurnngaebk pumussi-un and only in tii-. presence of 
Muhammad SuJlwi E very 11 1 mg diat he >rud and did was reported to 
Aur,mg7Kh When Shah Jihiin w,ia Found send uig Ichors cut of the fort, 
Aitrangzieb askeil him to sluji doliijg so, and when Shah Jdliun refused 
to comply — "Am I hus sun that I should obey tils orders?" tie asked — 
Aurarigzeb punished tlie eunuchs carrying the loiters and deprived 
Shah Tabari of writing materials The or power could net have 
troubled Shah lahan much, for he had bo^-n Lon 13 weary bf the bur ten 
of government, and had, even b-jibre the civil war, ddegateU Ills 
powers to Dam It Was Wounded pride that grieved him, but he 
stoically bom tiis misforLiinC, though initially he seEmF to have fried to 
mciti! Murad jnd Sl'iuje — as well as Muhammad SulLmi- ..igLiin' t 
Auxangzeb, ami, according to Tavcmfcr, liinuL'If once made an niTempi 
[0 «cppe 

AurangiEeb li L (vl -ake-n over the rayaJ treasure ui Vgnl iUun after 
seizing the fori, and now he began Lc- pusicr bluh JahiSTl to hind over 
his personal jewels^ mdutiing hr- dirtmond ihumh nnt 1 ^r,d pen rl 
rosary, claiming ih.it they were stole properly and had tn bi usud for 
Live good ot lire rnmnuiruty "'Knaw dial theroyiii urupCrty Hid treasures 
f^i?1 tor the grind ot the* people/' lie sorchiTlOlliOusly wrote lu his 
father "A kingdom is JU>t a hereditary private propurfi- Tile km-g i - 
merely clod's elected, custodian and trustee of His mmey for the good 
of the Siibfect^f Ah’iihu^, Shall Jahan jave up the nng but he rcfnsL-J 
to part ivith the rosary — it was made of ICO perfectly ma Idled pearLs 
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v^orlli 4[>J.fcm rupees— saying tli.it hi 1 reeded u to say Ins pfayera and 
lhi r he would rather pound Jt into- dusl than give it awii’i 

Auriingzcb never once visited Ids deposed tablierj in fact,, he never 
entered Agra n r- Jong as shah I ah ?in was alive But in thu beginning 
they often Wrote in eadl Other trading charges in hitter, acnniuni. 01 , 1 , 
letters Man 1 . Le tit-re passed between (he rmpeinr S-hcJv Jahan and 
AumngZeh, Till | ot comp I amts and reproaches nr tine side, and of 
irritating excuses on (he other, says Khali ifehan Ot theso, wp have 
Otlh' Aurangzeb's let ten- Hu always took the high moral ground 
ns^Ei-t-mg rhni lie fought agatrsl hi^ brother? only in defend blnm 
"During your illness, Dam USuipcd all power, girt up his Jouib 
to promote Hinduism and destroy Islam, and acted as king; totally 
sell m g you aside if. Gad forbid, Lhe aim of thal inftdie! had 
succeeded il would have been linrd [for us] to answer for it On the 
hast Day wrote Aurangreb id c blamed the civil war on Shah lahmit 
partiality toward? Para and neglect of his other sons j, Yliu did not love 
me," he charged 

Aurang 2 eb claimed divine sanction lor his actions. Jr lf Cod had not 
approved of my enlerprisc, I IdXv could 1 have gamed .victories which 
are only Idis gifts? he asked rhetorically Ha claimed thiflt ho tuuk op 

the pen tons Jo, id of the crown, out of sheer necessity and not from 
fn.'L: choice' , and he Lold Shall Jalian the? he 1 Auranf^rchl had done him 
a favour by re Sieving liitn of tire burden ot qo com men L, and that Shah 
Julian should he grate tul to him for that. “You have no cause of 
com plaint in that I liar e relieved you of SUdh a heavy load and taken 
il on my own shoulder? and made ml [hitherto) free uund the slave of 
.1 thousand afflictions nn.d fatigue, n he wrote?. and went On to offer sags 
counsel tc- hte father 'Submit to the will of G.od., and your narrow? and 
tribulation^ will 1l±m into peace and rontentniult!"" Final® ho UumteiJ 
Shah jahan. ' How do you still regard the memory of Khusrav lUiil 
Parviz. whom you did to death helbln Vour accession and who had 
threatened no injury tu ynii?" 

In the end Shah Jahan stopped complaining Time formed a callous 
over his hurt; |L no Longer pained The soothing presence of blhanar. 3 , 
always there beside llim, tending him with loving care, gave him the 
fortitude to endure his fate In the Iasi years of hjg life Shah Jahan 
became very pious, and Spent most of lus Lime studying the Karan and 
listening to religious discourses Lie had eohruly given up on the affairs 
of the world and prepared litinSelf j' Dr the |jji; hereafter 

Ml had to wait eight years for the final summons. On 17lh January 
idfcb as n reaction to a massage with medicated dlL.. Shah Jahnn had a 
recurrence Of the complain Lf he had had nine years earlier, high and 
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persistent fever arid strangury Sunn his condition turned mbtul Ah hr 
lay ill to dm nctagonal tower of the Agra palace. Lie cnuld r jf fie luind 
he- eves, nee I he raj Mali . 1 1 down [he river, the symbol of his Innp 
departed glory lUui happiness, which would he his own final resLing 
place 

rhere was a passing UliptOV eintml in hi--. cnndUJan a I ter nine days, 
then hi 1 began to sink The end came on the fifteenth day of Lui illni *s 1 
un 1st February 1666, □ Monday As death approached, Shah Jahan, 
seventy -hi Ur, remained perfectly "nnipo! i.d ind conscious He had 
already signed, at Jahanara'a perfrU.isic-n, a letter pardoning Aunmgzeb 
hfow he made Jils last will, gai u directions Jnr hi? funeral presented 
keepsakes to those attending an him and had, farewell As Jahanam 
began tu Weep, Shah Jahan consoled hr-i and ent IVSlcri Li> I t • are Ju-- 
two surviving wives, \kbpr.nharti Mahal and Fatelipitri Mahal and his 
daughter Purhunar Begum, his first child Then tin? Koran was read In 
him, and he murmured his 5nsi prayer. Around 3 ti m rn? bicatfeed his 
last Lamented fahan.u" 

[ cry ftpm gnef irte n reerf, until > iriJ 1 ,' tinml 
hi grasp; 

t burn frnm snrrtrci 1 frit a airt r/Jr.. bill Luni: 

HJNLiii. 1 rrsas frunr ?ny I'jurd 

Alirilfi^Bb had been informed bt Shah Jahan's lUju'iS, but In? ( lucsc to 
5end only his Sim I'rince. vtuajezam, and mva till? prince did r.oL reach 
Agra to lime for tin. funeral JaliaiVi ra I hid., according la Kambu, 
jilfiLined ‘"a grind and htmourabie funeral" tor ihah Jahan, but as 
Aorangzeb had nut urtlerei a slate funeral, she had to m.lEl.l^ .is besL 
as aha could 

bumi after Shah fahnn passed aw.iv hb chajdam Bayyid Muhanrinad 
QilnftLtJJ, and KazL Q urban of Agra we re summoned to Lhe Jut I and 
lliey shifted lies butty to .m atijotoing hall, bathed reid shrouded n. and 
placed stin j ■ Hindi I wood coffin At dilWil ILp body was taken nut of 
the hurt by breakmg open, os was customary, a wall of the- palace, and 
was earned by boat dcWn the Vimuna tu lhe Tpj Mnlud, whiter he -^'a.=. 
buried at noon no*! to Munitaz Mattel in the oypt th the mausoleum 
Mo descendant cif Shah Jahoil 1 n gjand arrnr, bore has bier- It was a 
humble luneml for fine grandest of the Mligbal emperors 



SHAH JAHAN'S FGKLl !RN death did not assuage A u 1 , 11137 sly s 
bLtttmcss towards ltfen. Cciurtter histanani do Bpeak n< Aiamngaeb't 
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sorrow tin hpanng of his father'? denUi— he "grieved much over his 
lHlmU says Khafi Khan; 'Llmfs of grief poured forth imcantriflLnkly nn 
Uk auspicious cheeks/ 1 says Kjzinn — hut fliL'Su an? mere pro forni'i 
?in laments, not tactual descriptions Aurangzelj had nut wen his Ihthfr 

I - 1 r fourteen years, since Liu. - day he took leave of him m Katin] in 

tu yCi t a the Deccan, and had not eared Lu Vbit hem in his I line vs. L ir L n 
ntlend his funeral It was only late in February a month alter 5hqJi 
hihmV^ death, that Aurangzcb Went to A l^rEij and even then his rriilin 
uhjeel swrns in have been in make tip with Jahnnora rath or than in visit 
1u5 lather's grave 

[nhanarn, though a p.irimn of Dora was Aunnng/eb's favourite 
vistcr, and he yearned In Wm her love and respect lie redesignated her 
as the first lady of the realm, ihf status she had enjoyed under Shah 
Johan bul now With the high title Padshah Begum, Princess Royal 
instead of Begum Saiub. Noble Princess, her title till Lhiin. At his next 
Lumn.atior celebration?, held in Aprs, Aurangifib presented Jahanara 
wilii gold Worth 1,4 million rupees, and raised her annual aNowancn 
from 1 million to 17 million. rupees 

AnrangZeb seems to have intended to shift his capital to Agra a I 
tins time, for he brought back to Agra [he imperial treasi ires-— they 
were brought m 1 .400 carte— -which he had earlier taken away to Delhi, 
But in October he- returned tq Delhi, and induced Jahanara ated in, 
move Ui ihure. He assigned for her residence the grand mansion of All 
Mardnn Kfmji, and often visited tier, spending hours in con versa bun 
with hi i , rare moments of affection and terdetness m this dour emperor. 

Willi Jahartara's rcibm to favour. Rauthunnra. who liad. ruled the 
roost in the imperial harem hit thou, receded into i he background, to 
die in obscurity five yean, Later, in September 1671. aged forty -iuven. 
Tun yearn later, m September 16&1. Jahannn, sjxly-teven passed away 

II ie news of her death reached Aurangjwlj when he was on his way 

iTOm Ajmer In the; Deccan. and he unmed i atety ordered A halt of three 
duys to mourn her She was burled in the Compound of the bcouk-hn: 
oi Sheikh Niaamuddiit Auliya m Delhi, a Sufi sage of the fourteenth 
century in a humble grave, a 5 metre hy 3 5 metre patch of ground 
enclosed with screens of marble Lnthrp work, open to die skier, and 
covered with grass, marked. Only hi n pkm marble slab according to 
]U-J ‘.Irish □.= mwrfbcd on the ElCndstnne "Let no rich canopy surmount 
11 rC Slang placa, This pra?". iv the Sbest coven ng fur the grave of a 

lowly heart, 



AT THK TEMH OF JahanLira'a death, Aurangieb hisnrelf was Qn final 
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journey ni sorts leaving Hindustan for the Daxan, there to tnii forEnmly 
I'nr the rest of lus life, Iwenly^ix lung years, and tn die there, never 
once returning tn North India 

Tlte Vindtiy.i Range, r-al Liig Hindustan from the Deccan, was,, 
jn a ienacy the Fulntuil on which Auriingzeb-fi forty-nmi 1 vear- [nng 
reign turned first tipping him mtn the north ,u he set out In h iMlu for 
the throne, and then, after t went three yearn, tipping him back min 
the smith for the remainder of his life [| wns tJicrefurc fitting thal his- 
birthplace jhoutd be in those mountains, .it Dahrct. midway between 
.'\hmattnbad and Ujijain He WfflS bum thflrC on the night of 3rd November 
Ifilfi. n Sahird.iy, when his parents* shah fahan and Mumte Mahal, 
Ellong wltll Jahangir, wen? on iJie way tn Agra from Gu'jml Auranglzcb 
Was sentimental about his lurth place, ,ind cherished its mrmur, all run 
life Noble snn ' hs? would write late m his life to Prince Azam, "the 
village af Dnhod, m the province of Gujarat is the birthplace of thi^ 
sinner. Deem si proper tn tren.l its inhabitants with kindness,'" 

Shah fnhao was l|m rising ■ Iru- li=i the MugEidl fixm.i men t it tile iLme 
of Aurangzcb's birth, but fell from favour soon after and was, it, 
consequence of Ins unsuccessful rebellion, obliged (o send Aurrmo/eb 
and Dura In Jahangir as hostages, M join Shujii, who Win nJrendy being 
h rough I up by Nur Jahnn I he prinrep couJd return to (heir father OflJy 
after Inhargur'a death On Shall Jalian's accession Aurangzeb, ten, was 
sanctioned p daily allowance nl 5HQ rupees. By then lus evtucfition was 
wet] advanced, having commenced a| The age oT four, as usual 
Aurangzeb was a diligent but nnl a happy puml he worked hard 
because he was enment not because he valued ivhat he Was taught 

Much of what he was taught as ,i child was an awful waste nf time, 
Aurangzeb bcUcVCd, and lie SiKTCtly I oa tiled Jus tuEuft- WFiCfi Onv vf 
tliem, identified as ''McEcuSLik 1 '" (Malik 5iiJj]i : ') by Manucci Lumed up lH 
Lhc court 6LKI31 after Aurangzeb's accession. Imping fnr favours from hi- 
luniier pupil, \ 1 1 ran gz? h ignarsd him for three months, Lhcn weary it 
|,15t of neomg him constantly in hz- presence" cubed turn a side, and 
with only four or five present, lore mSo him with uncharacteristic 
licnl and candour 'Whfll can T do but weep ^vhen 9 remember the, I in 
nr.y tender ,.ige 1 fell info your hands. ' kl.-mucci reporb Atuangzeh ah 
tching l lie mullah. jQuotcs Berraer "Foigetting how dlfln.y important 
sulijftcb ought to be embraced In Ihe Education ot a Princa. you ac led 
as if it wore chiellv hecnssaiy that Lie should possess great .-kiH :n 
grammar, and such knowledge a$ betongs to a doctor qF lav.- and thus 
did you she precious hours ul my 1 yoUtli in the dry, mprofitable, 

and never- Ending task of Learning words 11 " 

Auran g/eh rci?enLEa being huigt'-t ui Ariibh ' May not Out devotions 
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bu offered up a? acceptably, and solid information cummumcattwi t v=, 
easily, m our mother tongue?* 1 ivi asked '] have n perl eel j-emumln-aaL'f 
of ypur haying during several years, harassed my hram wit 1 1 ndh- aqd 
foolish propositions, the solution of which yield no salisf.Tdiri nn to u 1F 
mind — propositions ihal seldom enter Into the business of life; w:Jd 
and extravagant reveries conceived with gruul labour and fnrgottnn ns 
soon, as conceived, whesu only effect k id fatigue and ruin the intellect 
and to render lT mar head-slrnnfl and m miffemblc. " 

''Oh yes, you caused me to devote r]in most valuable years of my 
Mu Lu Vour favourite hypolheses, or systems, " continued Aurangzeb. 
and when I left you [ could buasi M no greater nlfatruncnt in scibitreg 
Than the u^u nl many obfcnre and uncouth terms, CilicuLltud hi 
discourage r confound, and appall < youth ol the mo>t masculine 
usluerStandmp. terms invented So cover the Vanity and ignorance of 
pretender? to philosophy; of men who, like yourself; would impose the 
be! tel that they transcend Others of tiieir species hi wisdom and I hat 
thuir dark and ambigi.iavs Jargon conceals many profound mysteries 

known onlv te theouselve?. '' 

* 

DlI ra Would haw riieriahad such learning, but no I Aur.mtj.zeh. 
According to Manucri. Auranpzeb asked I he mullah; "Wtfs iL not your 
duty tn teach me i he customs of the Mughal princes, lu inlurm me Luit 
orie day r should be forced L..i take the field sword In hand, LlgLimst ntv 
brothers if nut to gain a crown, RE least to defend m_v life? Thus you 
should have fold me how to gam friends to take or hosiege faibressc/s; 
and fighl pitched LiliIIJc-S [f vnu d:d riot know ihe n iili In ry art you 
mvghl at least have taught me The methods of governing die people 
when tuy father should send me to rule in L-urnu province thus. you 
might hue laid down rules for the eijuaL administralinn of iUSLicl. the 
way of capturing a peopled Low All this you Ought to haw, "faugh! 
me, but not a word did you breathe lo me nt sudl tilings Thus I owe 
you nothing, for you misted me Never again appear in my 

pnistn.cE, tor you ElUili: Ltic Waste a pr^n-; deal of time, and by you/ 
fault 1 have also V., 1 £Il'l 1 this dav " 



AT SIXTEEN, ALTtANCZEU was given his frist offtctnl pouting, as a 
commander of Tf>,fXXl horse-, and was granted the privilege of iibing Lhe 
red tent Soon after, In ivdo. he was given the command of thu Bundek 
campaign, has first field assignment I He, following War he was 
appointed as governor of the Deccan, a past which he field for tight, 
yearn, Liil May llTH, when lie ivas abruptly dismissed from service 
during Ins Visit to Agra Id Sffii Tahanara .iflur her tire accident We do 

yil 
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nul know why he Will- UmmiK-serl Lalipri rny'dunorjsh remarks Mini 
Auratlgzcb liad 'done same ,lcLh Which the Emperor iMappmvi-d i,if v 
according to Khafi Khun, Aurangztb "'to anlicipatt his i.ithu- • 
puivishmenl of his bad deeds; himself took off bis sword ' ami rwgnetl 
his office 

Frum .in account written ui AnrangTetik oid ago, u sec-ms I bn I (he 
dismissal hatl something lu do ivdh A.Umngzeb’ 1 ? | .u.uuud drVy and 
fear of Dora— it npperm that, while visiting DcunT new nviarsidr- 
mansion a lung With his I lT Ilsur and bntllliers, and being shown in 
underground mom. Aurnngzeb re-fused lu mlur it, apprehending n..,i 
Dam might kill them aft there He therefore sat m the: doorway os a 
sentinel I. and would no I budge t-ven When his fnlhei on tied him in. 
When pressed, he walked away in a huff Jen yunr? niter the incident 
Aurarigreh would iVCrlll il m lT loiter to Jahanara, ami . lain. Hint he h i I 
at dial lime 'known my life- to be auTied at 

Some ^uVuil nlijitllls ditur inj. dismissa], m E-t-li run r V Ib45j, lie was 
iVitOmd In favour, probably on kihnn.ira inters nil mn, and Wflfi 
appuitltud gm ornur nf Cinaral: where his ?trcin k - gni'ernmt-nl tv on i-im 
tile approbatian Of the umperdr, who raised his salary to hix million 
rupees a year From Gujeral he culled a wav at the end of 1646 to 
take charge of tli? Centffil Asnvn carnpAigti On hr., rciuni in March 
IhASr he v-'as namied governor of Multan From tlTere lie w.ss uiiumpbed 
to he, id tile K'uniahr.r o,unp;ilgil:l. ■md nUi r -h -/ in lnh 1652; r-unl 
again to the Deccan, as governor 

by then 1 he tru^t he tween father and son ha a hm-kc-n down 
cpmpklely When Shah fahan accused the princE ,1 embezaling I he 
jewels collected tVom the Multan of <jolconda. Auniiigzefa indignantly 
asked, 'Why should I grudge to give up n few |eWols i.i Flis Majesty 
when my life ilbclf ts it hr- service?'' biut nevurtlwk-Si went on lu 
crimpiam LhaT Shikti JliIIlIH did not, as promised, share the Gotconda 
mderfinity wlLH him Aurangaeh became su olienalcd from hhah Jail an 
,;t this Lime I ha I he stripped writing lu him altbgtitlior, cunfu ung liUti-i Lf 
to Fc-ridmg mrsyagui fu the imperial Vizifw, Hi .vas as he wrote to Mir 
lunda in fuiy 1656, tilth ■- nod angry with hk father 
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AURANGZTB WAS A deeply worried man during bis second i^rm as 
the governor of the Deccan, apprehensive about whnt the i n Lure |-,rl,-| 
for him. Ever since he had reached what medieval chroniclers call ffe 
age of discruhnn he was conscious tfet his brothels were IlLS deadly 
enemies,, with whom sooner or later he would have to fight mortal 
duds, from which only one could emerge alive In wt on the; Lhrnne. 
Mow, with Shah Jnhiin Increasingly delegating royal power to Darn, the 
day of reckoning seemed muniment Anrang^eb's squabbles with Shah 
lahiri Were the early gust cii this gathering Storm 

To a superficial observer Aurangzeb would have Seemed the must 
disadvantaged of Oil sorts of Shah 1 fill An, tacking the marrml process 
of Murad and Shu|;L, the suavity ol Diiro But he would make op for all 
his deficienaes by sheer craftiness He would trust nobody in his TigElt 
for survival, neithei hi£- father nor any of his brothers, not even Ihe, own 
sore- Ever- "Hu; art of reigning ts -iu delicate, that a King's jealousy 
thuuid be awakened. b\ his very shadow " he behoved and would act 
on this prerep l al his life, imprisoning his father, liquidating his 
brothers, and lit on' time Uc Other tsnpiisuraiijj or driving into PKi|i' 
four of lilt five sons, Ltn. Only exception being his hot-blooded tlliid 
sun, Prince Aaram, towards whom ha was inexplicably indulgent ' TI'iltl- 
can be no duutl that if any king evrr bad recpUTSt to foresight to 
prevent disorder, iL was Auranuzptv says MfuiuccL 



iKBRANGZEB WAS A sickly child, Luil lie would m an nppnrcnl 
triumpii of nskld oVur body, live Jar longer than any of Ins ancestors or 
siblings. Lu die at the ripe old .lijc of. eighty -mne 1 ['here l r - great 
sickness and infinmty in his physical frame, 1 ' Shall Jnli.an oriOJ gold Of 
AtmmgZEb Vet Aurangv.eh was indefatigable in lus labor rs, and would 
be seriously ill only once in his long reign. This was In May 1662 , his 
tif’h regnal year, when a combination of o.vbtw.oi^ Liam.-id.m fnstiiig 
Eiiin the brutal L3e]h i amniiier exhaasleri lmn, und he ft-ll ill nT a 
sudden fever, which was so severe I Ion l it caused delirium"', and his life 
was despaired fur ruponi Mantled. the emperor's health ensis sent 
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sluveiv. of panic through Delhi, as ii fed five years i-arllcr on Shall 
Jahan's tllnei*. for feur of vet itnalhur uvii war, m- pohmtifll successors 
iinii siren promoters manoeuvred for advantage 

AfLer five days, Aurangzeb's fever began In abafe and he had 
himself Carried In Hie durbar fell. It. show hm ho., hi the . curl in-, end 
reassure them that he Wits jIivl? arid rECQi r i 5 riilgi Full pfefyiuwy Innk 
Luther month, bill even then the illness loft him with □ speech 
disability— he hud, says Manned, suffered a parti .- 1 paralysis pf ife 
tongue during, Eus i I In-ms, Jlnd remained a iit 1 1 .= defective in speech 1 
i Hit up to tins day be speaks deliberately." 

Dtere was no fliriliur health crisis in h )5 feign, and Eiu retained all 
lUi: faculties till Ihe end, excvzpL tor a slight ■•hnrtnuss of hearing. 

Strictly speaking., kings wanted nothing but SLght and ’ipeedl/ r 
Aumngzeh p; once said to .have remarked fn his old age, adding ihm, 
although lie Was then eighty si* years old, god itl his merry had 
prewired fur him boLii.. Jl without counting Ihe thirty sound teeth Lhat 
1 Still possess ' Jhs memory was phenomenal even ui old age tsavs 
Eshwartfas, "As nature had gifted tlie Emperor with lwt> puWerfui 
ijuaJilies, viz. a sharp memory ;ind the power of retention lit- coiitd 
recognize a person -^een Inng hack and could remember word- cipcc 
heard by Eum " 

There arc no descriptions ui Aurong/eb os □ prince, hm theos ar 
Some excellent portrait paintings, lr. Vtfudi we see i handsome young 
man Witl'i an Open face and ;i mndnsl, sflKeit 1 expression, small-made 
and lint-bored, hi£ features delicate, except foi an assertive, lugli 
bridged, aquilmv nn L *- "Fliete. lS no hint uf deceit m this face And t is 
the same face that wo sec in his podriUfc: .'s on ukl man a trifle Weary 
now, bus eyes spit and retlccbve, his faop asogittCfllly ItMU, ill l slight 
bend, uf his head reinforcing his expression of humility The halo 
fnOVuld Ills head seems Luith natural and fitting 

We have from CaicrL an Italian traveller who saw Aurangzeb in 
1 695.- a vivid portrait til' Aurangzeb as an old nun. '‘He was of a ioiv 
StutLire. With large Nn^e, .&li=nd^r, and Stooping Wilii Age.' says Carttri 
"The while-ness of his round li-iar'a, was more vi-.d-ie an h 15 . Olive 
colour'd i?ldr: When tie Was seated they gnva him a Ecinmer, and 
Buckler, which, ha Eay r a down on his Feft side wiLlun the Throne. Then 
he marls a sign with his Hand for these Hut had business to draw ..ear, 
who being comu up, two Sevbetnnes &t!mdlng, took their Tati ho ns, 
which they delivered to the King, tetlmg him the Cc-utHuK l .idmir'd 
to see him Indorse them WLth his Own Hand, vnthaut Spectacles, and 
by Jus cheeihil, sonliiig Coimlenance seemed to be pleas a with Lht- 
rLmpioymE’i’.t." Bakhtawar Rlian also speaks of Aurangzeb r S "'pleasing 
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rcmnlPnflnCB and mild look 1 ' Said Aumngzeb abuu! himself "Tju»i 
weak old rnnn , this shrunken heLpl^^s creature is afflfcicd with n 
hundred maladies besides an?^Bty, but ho ha* made pajieree lt& luahit 
Aiirnrgzeb's dress teas simple, his demeanour gentle 'His L-Inth^ 
are plum, and he weans lew ornaments,, no tiling but n small plume jr 
Aigrette in ihe middle of his hirW ,md n large precious stone jn 
frnnl ; on his dpach another " miles Mnnucr.i Ho wears nn struigs nr 

poarb- His coals are always made of very modenately-pcibed 

m .1 torn I . lor each qab.a does not nxcced ten rupee!, in cuhE.' Caren i un 
de-crib us him in humbr leans ' '1 he King odullC, learUttg on n Staff 
forked at i he top, several Ctiiimb and abim-i-ince ■' , f C ourl'icrs gnuip 
before I urn He had on ,j white Vest Thu Ctra or Turban oF the s^.mc- 
whitu sluff, weis tv'd with a Gold Web, OH which an Emerald of it vnsl 
bigness, appear'd Amidst four IrLk Ones He had ei Sdk hash, which 
cover'd the Cuter! Or Indian Dagger, hanging on Lite left His Shoes 
were Jitter the Moorish Fashion,, and his li.-gs naked without Hose Two 
Secants put away the Hye*. with long, white Horse-tails another til 
th& Eflme time keeping off the 5un, with a preen Umbrella " 



THESE PICTURES AND descriptions of Aurengpeb reye.-ij i truth 
about him that is bflen missed— lost under layer upon layer of his .ill 
too well-known misdeeds— that he was ihe nv.ldesr, iho (east violent 
tin: most luw abiding of tlie Great Mug half. "A uriingzebb humanity 
and kindness was such dial the Severest punishmcnl Was reduction of 
dignity, and tH le even was soon, restored through the intercession and 
kind offices oi men high m office," says Khali Kh-on. Once, when he 
was ui Burihiupurj and there was a fire jilw the citadel, thirty sacks oT 
gunpowder Were found jn the cellar under kin, sleeping apartment 
t here was no foul play involved — the sacks "nr.d been left there many 
years earlier and forgotten — hut ft WAS A serious lapse of Security YeL 
Aurtmgwb only censured and demoted die officials responsible, pointing 
out, in his characteristic seltn»iti!ous manner, that if such a thing had 
happened in Hie rtngn of Jahangir, that king would have hnd the 
CM I pros blown up dong i-- jUi the gunpnwd&r 

Tlif lowlier the offender the more merciful wsb AUrarigzeb Once, 
when a eunuch stumbled ngauiil Aurangzeb and knocked hum duWn 
and himself col Lapsed in fright, Aurangzeb spoke to him kindly 
"Wherefore feanest thou n created being,, or.e like thyself? Reo arid 
be not afraid " Another lime, when Aurangv-cb was in Lahore, and an 
old man, whn ran a water m£tt on a channel that flowed out from the 
royal palace,, suffered inconventiinee when fussy officials stopped up 

m 
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the channel, the emperor cull. :1 the old man to him Mill camp unsafe d 
him, saying, "You nre my neighbour, and my arrival hits' cau-.ed you 
hardship, Pardph me " 

Aurangzub, says Maimed, "assumes always j^Tunr hum.Lu nf 
Altitude / 1 and even when llr officer cl iso, beys him. hr- betray.* no nriger. 
"All he says it- (and dial m the -r, rtes.t voice) that Hr >5 only ,i rmsembk 
inner dial there U no reason for astonishment tf his Orders are 
disregarded , since every day those nJ God Himself- dm neglected and 
repudiated He dcn.^ nut torgnt however, lu repeat hi-, ordtrs. and 
adopt even 1 exact mean-; nJ gelling them executed, x ? 

Even as a prince Atlriingieb' Was mild in dpnJmg with imperial 
nfficers, so mild i ll n : Shall ,kLhan had In upbraid him "[ have heard 
I ha I in dealing with every imt of my officers ■. mu -dim- ibe greatest 
JiLUlUli^ Op your part. If you do .o with a vjpiv to the future, [know 
Lhutl things depend on predestination, and that nothing bu I contempt 
'.■-ill be gained by this moekneHS af .pinl Shah l.ihan suspected lhal 
Aurangseb was dissimulating humility m- rely to pair, lilt; support of 
amir* in tha succession sbaii’glc 

Shah Julian was. wrong, Guile certainly wn:. an element nl 
Aurangzeb's humilhyj but die humility iGulf w,u, : ilfll a pretence 
Thuugh he would not permit any weakness in linn self and would 
strive hard to make ptfldiiE conform Lu hi.* Crtv'il dour IdoaLs, iie !in-:l 
throughoul Hr hie shown a run TO huiliane rnneem for the welfare of 
'.he people, mid a greater tolerance lor humnn irn.iJr 1 , tJian any Other 
Mughal This i-> evident jn lu.s riumer-au - i 'Hers. "We must put mm With 
even,- cta*^ of people, what is to be dure with there? They are a ho 
people/' he wrote in one letter. And Ln .UlULher "Do you know who is 
,1 brave man 7 A braVo man u, lie who puts up Witri hes enemies . ' In 
hit last Letter to lus sfrn Kdim Bakhsli, hfl wrote: ’"t'linugli my relahves 
and sen- ants iltOiV vdical .ind sell barlev. yuM should gu'e ilteiTi 
employmEin! tJlrOUpJl kindness, mildness., and cmeleasness [ toward* 
iheir deception] ,r 

"I wish you in recollect dial I he ^reP-Lesl conquer ora am nut always 
the prt?atertt KtniiSr" Aurargzeb wrote ui a letter tu Shah Jahan "Tlif 
]liltnnn 5 of the earth have often been &ubj United by mere uncivilized 
barbarians, and ihe most ektensivv conquests have ui a tew short VCJlrS 
crumbled 10 pieces- He 15 the truiy great King whu makes il tllH chief 
hits meUS of his life Ip govern his subjects With equity ' Acting on this 
rna\im, Auiangzeb would endlessly badger tus ’ions tu uphold the 
Law and avoid oppression To J-rince Azam he wrote: For ?- long time 
I have heard that in your jngir districts oppre-ision is practised 
openly Fear ihe Stgil5 of Lbe nppresEed And to his VUfiScr \snd 
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Khan lit wrote. ‘'Oppression will cans*; darkness on Iht* day f ,j 

judgment J ' 

■ Don't be w sally that [ycnir 4ubj^ctnJ would pit you out of ihen 
mouths, nor be su sweet that they may gulp you down,' 1 w a5 
Aurangzeb's dictum, us he once told Prince Muazzain. The moderation 
m speech nnd action Lha! lie practiced* he demanded nil his officers too 
"111 his sacred Cnijrl nn improper conv'LxSiltton. no Word n| backbiting 

nr falsehood, is allowed/' writes Bukhlawnr Khan. "3-Iis courtie^ 
are cau honed that tf they have to gny any tiling which might injure ihu 
character nt an, absent man, they should express Uiemstilvep in duenruu:: 
language and at full detail |Y«d if n supplicant nt the court] talks 
'00 much, or acts in an improper mmiii r, hu eS cteVOr displeased, ,uiJ 
he never knits his brows His courtiers have often desired tu prohibit 
people Irum showing so much Boldness, bill hu remarks that by 
heaiing Un ear wands and seeing their gestures, hu acquired a habit i>f 
forbearance and lolcr-onec Under the dictates ol anger and passion 
he never isauLis orders of death, 

Chiarlj then, Aiirnngzeb was considered a stunt by his 
contemporaries not merely because i t hu ostentation^ religiosity, bui. 
buciu:-e he was. Contrary tn lug inter repula I ion. henevbleCit and 
cbari table, 

Later lustanruis saw Au rangzeb in an aitngelher different light, fis 
tile passage of trmu faded the memory of hlP LnmimUf.tblt small rii k of 
everyday kindness, but magnified IliS Jew notable misdeeds, such as 
his religious intolerance, his rutblessnuss as a comque.ro r, hts use ol 
stratagems lo get the bulttr of uthem, and, more Ihcin anything else, lug 
harsh treatment of bis father, brothers iind spits But his predecessor, 
too Were guilty of similar acts — Jahangir and Shah, Jahnn had rebelled 
against timer Fathers; Jabangit hod imprisoned and blinded ami find 
even thought of executing one <if his iaSils; Shah lahJtl WAS guilty of 
liquidating hlg brothers 1 U 1 J nephews, and had also swerved from 
Akbar A liberal religious policy, as aggressors, none nf I hem. ilol even 
Akhar. w« much lilffenmt from Au railgztb As for the use of stratagems, 
hiher Hhah nnd Stu'.'a|i were eqnnlb Culpable 

The only really exceptional net of Aurangzeb was the impcibLiiDn of 
jizya, I v l i | this isl 1 1 self was not enough tn give him llis dismal reputation 
Wbal damned Aurangzeb MI Ole eyes nl hist'amilB was lug cold- 
bloodedness, which made him seem evil, and not just wilful, m that 
even his virtues appeared mean— ha seemed kindly within m being 
compassionate, his mildness dictated by expediency ll was his 
personality that d amitedl Atirangzebj not h.ig deeds. 

' Aurangzeb was no! used to displnyine passion openly/' says 
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Miknuca. and again: ''Thu prince was very different from die i.-lhurs, 
being in diameter very secretive and .sen nun. Carrying on Ills affairs m 
a. hidden way, 1 >lL 1. most encigeticnlly He Was aF a mokmrhnjy 
tempBEflmenI always busy at somelhing or another " Aur-mgyeb himself, 
in a Jotter il> Priiwe Azani, etnardii ted lus philosophy thug- "Manliness 
does not consist in audacity n.ml recklessness I tit perfection uf 
manliness and humanity ties hi sdf-cnnlrot ' 

Aurongzeb-s concern for sejf-canirol was so extreme that it almost 
bordered nn sickness ■kncl it hntl, m its, cnmlkiry, 1 mind that was so 
insidious and COnl' [fluted llml every thought and action nf hk .wenaed 
dishonest and cranked It was not I ha' A uningzeb aid not value 
lumisty- — An Eianesi mrln is like unci Joyed golit," hr unce remarked, 
;md at another I inic, “I, with a ivouiii'Jed heurt, hiscnsible, and need 1 ,, 
always |nr lioneit human being 1 -'' — bill he was Worldli-wise 

enough to know that, for niters, hnnr-sty was not tlid best policy Onci 
while comsidcting an amir for a governorship, Aurangieb bcsilated, 
because, in lib, uivn words, I he a mu was “very honest -ind siinplc- 

m aided, h'uiJf be cannut at n LI Lind Ers Land fraud and IlMftigem ' 
According to Manucdj Aunmgseb advised Jiin ol beers I hat they might 
i.lke false Oddis to serve the in teres k of the s!aLu and that, if they did 
SO, It war, enough to feed ten mendicants In remove the ain thus- 
uieariUd 

’•'Orie eannnl cult without practising ilvccptiun,' mtimtainuii 
Aurangzeb, and charnrlpristically went on to find ,1 hhoolofticvt I 
justification for crpakednesE ''In Lhe op oil on of Lhe common herd 
i.LsrmijLg and deception arc greatly seomeri, " he wrote in one of his 
epkiks ''As Gud hunsdf in His rduly Word li-uS d:<nbcil eUnning lo 
His own holy self, saying, 'God is the best of plotters/ it is conlrary ti- 
die Korfiii lo considei slratagena .is bLarneobli' 1 5dys MinuccL ‘Th^ 
mjicy tl the present Mogul ls 'in fine and so dehente as Lo surpass that 
of jII His predercssum " An Aurangzeb put it, "IVbcn Vou have on 
enemy to destroy., spore nUlhing ni tl'irr til J 1 i fail. nelthEI deception* 
subterfuges, nor t'dliM: OH tl W# fur anything is permissible in open 
wax Li one word, mike use ot every pnelexT m the world that you 1 
;udgc Cjoatile ol bnngrng you eiilCCeia m vaur projects 

Buccfl^^,- Aiirangicb apparently believed, was the only earlhly ior 
heavenly) |ud^v Ot right mil wrung- Yei he ril&n (nt-d tu maintain in oil 
his actions an appearance uf rfghteuuaniise and ji ‘Xrmblitnci' of Tegnlity. 
being aiixious to pjcscrsV hjg- repul at ign tei urLhodoxy and saintliness 
Fur him, unlike for his predecessors 3ua whim was nut the law The 
shariah, the law ol JsJ.im, was inviolable, and lie wnutd always abide 
by Lhe latter oi Use law, if nut, its spirit, 
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AuraripTeb would facts. and concoct lira without campuiictinn 
to sun his purpose and £ain his goals,, Hut wtiuld never overtly violas 
the law Thus, unlike Shah J.jli.in whp peremptorily ordered thr L murder 
of ho. brother and. nephew- to protect his throne, Aunungseb m 
similar bSLtualLnn Ion}, care to execute In- brother strictly through the 
lepnl process, though the process iLtuJf was manipulated Ld suit Jus 
purpose. Similarly, towards Lhe end *-f lu c - life, during the singe oF 
'-□tfira. Vu'hSn a few Hindu and Muslin , soldiers Fighting for Jju 1 Mam I has 
wuec ciiphared bv the Mughais and a Knzi gave Lhe opinion that the 
Hindu prisoners Had to b? released if ihey accepted Islam and the 
Muslim prisoners could only he imprisoned, nol ihtcciilod, Aumngzeb 
asked tbit-* Kais to exam mu the cbso again "so thill control over liv 
kingdom may not be tost", and he h.id liiu prisoners executed only 
after lhe Kazi reversed his verdict The pretence of legality does not 
redeem Aunmgreh. Maybe il could even be said that he compounded 
hi^ crime with hypocrisy Still, obsession ^ri. 1 "h righteousness (as he saw 
in was a basic characteristic of Aiii'arvpzct 1 - 

Paradoxically, this strict adherence to law ives what distressed his 
subjErte mosl, for Hie law He abided hy was Lhe law ui Islamic 
theocracy, which was oppressive lowacds lib predominant] y Hindu 
subjects, and was troubling even to most Muslims, who find lot human 
iradty Irmsen tile Cnn*t of orthodoxy Am'ftngZ^p saw it differently. For 
him, ihe laws of Islam were sacre-d and immutable, the only posaihle 
laivp, and to unforcE them was his Siiured and inexorable obligation 



NO MOGUL EMPEROR had worked harder at ruling Lhflii Aurunpjub— 
nr got less pleasure out <i| his Work Fnr h>? predfid^sans heitng chu 
Emperor was usually (though not always) a Joyous adventure But not 
Jot- Alimngaob For him it Was ever a sombre sacred dub. This 
rigorous buL narrow. joyless; and morbid ScrtSo nt duly I timed Auranjprcb 
into an adamant drudge, ever going round in lhe rut of xoutfine. ‘'So 
luhg as a single breath remains, to thus mortal life there is no release 
from labour,"' he u?ed lu say, 

■An emperor. Aurangieb told he; son Muozzam. "should never 
allow bums elf to he fond af ease and inclined to retirement " Once, late 
in ins reign, when ,1 Well-intentioned amir suggested that he should 
lighten his burden of work, Aurangaeb bridled with scorn ''There can 
sux % be hut one opinion among you teamed men as to the obligation 
unposed upon a sovereign, m sicason.- of difficulty end dange*. [p 
hazard his life, and, j necessary, to die sword in hand In defence of the 
people committed to his can?,-" he said 'And yet tins good and 
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cnnHi deralu man Would fain persuade mo that tile pt'ibli we.il .night la 
cau5e no lioUcJtud.e; Lliat, m devising mean* to promote il f should 
never pass il Sleepless night, rtnr spare a Single lay from the pursuit of 
some loiv and sensual greEficaliim. According hi him, I am to be 
swayed by considerations of my owsl bodily heal If: arid chiefly lr, 
Study what may bes! minister to my person n I case and enjoyment 
No doubt Jie would have me abandon flic government i' lJu- vast 
kingdom to L-mne v jzler, continued Auronj^eb, "He v.i rr- not to 
CLinhLder that being bom lhe SDH nf a King, and placed on ,i throne. I 
was sent into the world by Provi (fence to live ilnd labour. no) Jot 
myrip I (, hui for others, tlisi t it is my dutv nol to think of my own 
happiness except so far ns It is in.se pa i , ,tbly con node I with the happiness 
of iny people It is tliu repose and prosperity of mv Subjects thal il 
behaves me Ici L'Dilsult; nor arc these fa lie- fa CT 111 fed to anything 

besides the demands of justice; the maintenance of | li ynl authority 

arid die security of the State Wits til lire nothing at .ilf for I In monarch 
to gain from llti offiec? ' Ine only benefit which vye kinj;^ Jerlvi fFotr 
uur position m Uie wCvid es the- gairhlg of fame said Aurangzeb 
But Jacr ri,-uite wiiulil elude Aurangzcb m liEstory, despite hJ5 
exalted view of kirtgi-hip. 1 le was not a I lurenc figuri. t here wa^ 
nothing electrifying illM.ut him Vet the- sheer rek'-nlJe'^ne&s of his toil 
and the unwinking Lntensitv uf Ills orthodoxy arc overwhelming 
Auranpzeb might not lliwc been an admirable or en iliog | ■ ■: ■: i,. Lint 

there was someth iq^ nwes&mu a bout hun, in his own perverse way, 



ORTHODOX ISLAM WAS the iron grid Lu which Aurangzeb weWetl 
his !iie For a man in whom little Was as il seemed, his. piet^ '-vp.c 
undeniable He Spent A kn 1>| III : time in praver. punciih unity abscrx'od 
all LhE p refUTi hfd Tzsts and more-, and did uCilhillg whatSOCvifr ui 
violfllion ia£ the puritanically orthndox Sunni practices British 
ambassador Ncims, who saw Aiinul'gzcb m tlie Uecrnn, has in hi=. 
report on Drrcstmg description of the aged emperor engmssed m 
reading the Koran evert wh^c visi'ing l|u? riontllne HlOUgll AurnngZtb 
i,vai surriiLU i i.k-d hy 'greate numbere- of JJoise &. nun-bejs ui 
people Lrowdlrig to E€€ Him he himielfe tho J carryd openly saw 
nobody, having his eyes always, affixed upon a Booke he eanyd m he 
liands & reading all v^ way he went without ever Jjvejtmge to ary 
Other object." 

Auuangzeb, Bays MUsIbSeI Khan, memouzed the Koran completely, 

' with fifeat CKei-il'-in and angelic peryisttmcu" rnd made ithss mbgiaus 
duty Ln labour at copying II His dress and fond, evtm Illy HhkUMrs In- 
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uppd were as prescribed by orthod ax custom Snys Eakhlawar 
' Hu never puts on clothes prohibited hy religion, nnr dot's he ever MW . 
vussels of silver or gold ’ Adds Mnnucti "Fora lung tame he pretend i-d 
1 0 be a fakir Not con tun t with pretending lo be l"i fakir, An rang;? oh 
wait fin flier, and ailed die mullah, at tech mug Hi is one and Lhe other ' 
Vi\ and by people came to regard Aurang/.eb at, a saintly king, (.wen 
£us a mirade worker Aurangzeb' encouraged lucIi fancies When 
FiaLtiiim is. a Fanatic Hindu sect Supposedly having magLCa] powers, rose 
in rebellion and Mughal ■.oJiijerE- were afraid io fig-hl against them 
Au ran grab,, says Khufl Khan, "wrote home prayers rmJ devices ■with lug 
own hands, which he urdcred to be sewn on the banners Lind standards 
and afmed against the — and sure enough, his spelLs LWordsed 

tile Fiilnauu MJrCory! Khafi Klim further reports that once wliuin the 
Bhuna River flooded, Mughal encampment,, 'the King wrote Out prayer; 
with his own hand, and ordered them to be thrown into the writer, s'of 
L he purpose of i;ii:!?;nr it to subsidu 1 Aur.nnguub says MnntiOd in a] 
seriousness was "a post nuvster m witchcraft" 

To go with hit, reputation ot SiuntluiL:^- Aurangzeb adopted no 
□stienlahnusly ascetic lifestyle, and made much of meeting Ills personal 
expenses from what he; corned by making caps (which he presented to 

nubJiis, who in turn made afferinpi to hem) and hy selling lhe calligraphic 
copies of the Koran lie irtiiLk 1 , for lie ''Jiienu’iJ if amful to cal the broad 
of idlunoks ", says Jadunaih Sarkar Some where along ihfr way S lu aim 
bought n farm between Agrn and 13eLhi to provide hull with a private 
income flic farm cost him BOD rupees and Hfc i,pcnl anurher Ft IP mpucb 
to plant and manage iL., and received an annual income of ZOffl rupees 
InJm it, but yc Mogul! is foe pend a husband, he fayed up annually 301 
2 D years. lUtXJ Rupees or soc Hull litis greate Lmpernur's men I drink k 
c loath inge cost hut 1 QUO Rupees a yea re,' 1 says lMnmt Says Canrn "His 
expense was but small, fur a Vest of hi? dirt not cost above S Roupie-r 
and die Sash and Circa or Cap, less ' 1 ' Whatever Aurangzeb needed for 
he. own USc be of wav -S psid foi r never accepted a.s a present, says 
Norrii- 

In his Youth Aorprijpeb used to be fund of music, hut Lis empurur 
he deliberately hire himself from that Lodulg^no:— '"on arc mint of his 
great restraint nnti SEJf-demal, ,r says Bakhta war Kfiao When an amir 
once asked he: opinion about music, A umrtgzeb' said, "ft ie ntfliph 
I, allowed 1 neither goad nor bad ' but went on 1.0 isdd, "I cannot listen 
tu music without flutes especially pnWifliiitij (flr urn-A but Lhal Ls 
unanimously prohibited. SO [ have left off hearing singing tan ' Says 
Muiliud slum ALL the agents uf pleasure and. cnluitairrmunL ouch as 
sweet-voiced singers or charming players on musical mstnnnenis, wtrs 
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giilhi r- ,1 in liLTge number round hi? IhfOl'ie, and n the first J riv years 
of his njLgn he occaiiuna | |y listened to lltetr music aiul had a perfect 
expert 5 kririwKlgr ill this art; yvt nut .if extn-jiK .ibslinenoj he i > . ■ u r 
un| totally gave up likening tn music."' 

SLmikiriy, A u ran gif b spumed poets "' \ ( 15 Lie erring who fallow 
Lhe puetu, the Koran Warns, &i>, accord mp lu Bakhta war Khan. I ■ . 
[•■lease Almighty Gud, he \ A urangzebi never turned his eye towards .1 
I la Merer, nm gave bus car j-.i 1 p-net " AunUtgad/.H Favourite irn'Jing 
W®. Iheolnsicnl wurks And his fevciunfu art, the dug :n which he had 
rinme tiilenh w-as caLLLgntpli',' a shall he needed to copy the Koran Re- 
writes it Vliv duganl Mfiskh hand, and has attained. pEifection, in dus 
i’«rl, s,iys Bakhtawar Kllilfi Aurangzeh FlJ&O piltrociized paintc rs, despite 
Koranic mjijnciiens against figurative an, and ever. Siad srjvcra.1 portraits 
cl himself painted But he had nn feeling fur Llrdutucture and must uf 
his building 1 -, except the FcarJ Mosque in Delhi, are quite pedestrian. 
Collecting fine- china was his sole aesthetic passioi 

Jhe only mdnlgelXLV uf Auran^xeb lhal dew?*- aot rniiln.-m to Ihr 
spartan rigour he had cltUicn a? Iiif Ji/estyle was hi? love for th j j 
pleasures of (he lahlu "ExilftCd Son. Aurangzcb once wrote tn J r nnc-:- 
Azam "t remember l|u? savour of your kidiacti ,ind biryaru during the 
winter . 1 Wanted to have from you Sldfllman, who COOki hirv.ini. lus! 
you did nnt allow him tn serve me as my cook Tf you happen tt I find 
i pupil of his, ski llhi I in (he art of conkerj, you wi.! -end him !□ 
mu Tlie desire {far Dating! has nnt entirety left me- 1 Like Iris 
ancestors, Aurnjigicb had a passion lor fruits, especially fur mangoes, 
nd there arc numerous mJcrcnccs to niangiK 1 * in ! iS- (ettfi'S E sal lee. 
son,' he Wrote: Finnic Aaim, ‘''the delividus mangoes {sent hy you) 
sweetened lilt pa. Lute nf lhe aid jaLher ' 

For all b.is severity there was in AurangScb also n pkasanily 
iairpriPitig sense or humour, sardonic and suLHIepiv ahng ■ hich enabled 
liter, despLtL: his puntamwil rigollf, Ln be tolerant of human Lmblcr 
Uncc, ti'hen ..1 critiqMiil dl amir told him. "I had wished tp die u brtttlc 
and thus bt? fit sen ice to Yaur Mfnpiz^ty/ AuiSUlgWl) causbcaJly replied, 
•’You have been, devoting youiself lo my sendee all through your life, 
and yet your desire for li ts ncL Eahshcdl' Similarly, whtat a ni-ao from 
Den gal approached hun ikiying that hu had come ill the way to be h:s 
dL 5 CLp]i:y (he Etnpcror, reports Miintaic Khan, "smiled iind took out of 
his [uxket ;il" iii L LOU rupees and hits, of gold and silver lo be 
presented th the man, amt said, Te3J him Lhe favour he expects from, 
me is lilts!'" 

There was -i Lutrrng ccl^i Id Aurang7eb r 5 humour. 1 touch of aud 
and lie often Ut-ClI iT'Otiy to chasten pretentious iiirltr '.VI . -i . il vpis 
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reported I i.n him Lhnt a Amir Khan Baliadiir, ',v,r, lti iJir hnLiH ,i 

tiavmg uNJiUrf (band m u*ie i played a\ hr. residence every day withcm 
iti.n distinction, being • •onfcnvd on him by ihe emperor, Aur.mgztjb 
wrote on the report [Amu ECKnnl 1 ^ not such a fool la act sq \ EJv 
uudaciuusli, Ii iFi evident that l here is sonde (estival m hii house pi-ury 
day As even Imv paracins do not require perm i isicjjl from the Emperor 
to play the nnuEvr/ on festive tiocasLon?, why Shan Ld he ■" 

A*- he mocker] others hi? inihnro being m^Apd himmTi So when 
L in official, who had boon derided Lw LVltii satirist, appealed to Hip 
emperor to punish the offender, Aurangzeb wrote bn the petiiUim 
'■'Formprl v he (the sa tirist) had not spared mi?, in return. I bad 
increased his reward that hi might not do il again; vet m sp:h j of ihr, 
(favour] he had not on his part been less [satirical} tl is nut pussibJe to 
Olt Out his ti?ngiu? and sever lus n r - In IVu Ought to repress our feelings 
and live in harmony [witin others] " 

ALJRANGZEB LACKED THE physical L lrungth and eK.Llbetant vitality 
ot ihi Mughak. bui he dsd not lack Hie Mughal courage He was m fuel 
utterly fearless; and would never turn away from an ad versa ry, mem or 
bc-ast, rtbr eVcr rctn-,n from a l-.-.i lie field The mosl dramatic display nf 
this nerveless intrepidity was hm con Iron tatton With (I chfU'emg elephant 
On the hanks at I ha Yamuna in Agra when lie was fourteen years old 
The mrtdenl orn lined when lie and his brothers on horseback were 
following an elephant fighi Suddenly one of i he- elephants turned mid 
bore dawn fiercely on Aumngzeb Hie prince met il head on Without 
is moment's hesitiltion, "be galloped at it and rose in his stirrups and 
burled his spear/' reports Ihayat Khar, And when ll u clephanl knocked 
down his horse with its trunk, Auftirigzeb "sprang nimbly up, and 
slrnd sword Hi blind, ready to strike", while all around him men ran 
helter-skelter, before Shuja and Raia Jju 5ur,gh galloped up to divert the 
elephant Mid save the prince 1 

rill'' begem tile- legend of Auiangzeb's courage and luck later 
leLnTLirCcd by man-, other similar Ltuudeni',, such as he calmly spreading 
I Us prayer carpel an the bill tie held and kneeling down to say flic 
weiLuig prayers in I ha midst of a raging battle against Llle UzltagS in 
Central Asia Aurangzeb Was probably hi no personal danger in doing 
Hint as he was no dmlbl shielded by 111*; troops; still, As a gesture it 
V‘- 1 S aiYgflmg, and Abdul A nz t the Uzbog chsefr hearing of it exdaimed- 
To ne.br wiLh such a man is to cnurl One's own destruction " 

in his old age Auiangzeb would speak of hunting as "the busmen 
oi idle persons", but in hi* youth he was Mughal enough In delight in 
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ill and hnd hnth a monument to commemorate his hunting feat nf 
folding two fighting antelopes with two ‘hnli- 'During my viu-iayaln, 
while 1 wro living m Dautatahnd and Anrangahad „ [ used L n my 

folly to ride nboul, and make forced miirahes under the instigations nf 
5,lUn and of my own passions, 1 he Would rot’ilJJ in a JelEcr to he, 
graJld?nn Bidar UaL-.hl '1 tn&ed to go far (.|i horaebiirk to hunt ihe 
nilgai and other lot ids of game QthW kite deeds did I da I used In 
VtH.lt 1 1 if lake of Qathii] In the valley ot the watershed mak- 

pilgrimages or climb up Lhu hiJJ fort of DaiiJ.itabad and io the r Jin- 
nf Elltlra (whuTi ,1te Wondrous eMmplcs of die Creator's art], Sometime*; 
With my fcimily, at Lilhc-T- alone " 

1 1 is hard to visualize Aurangzcb romping in tile hills with bis 
women, or of bavlag any kind of fun.,, hut there were apparently ^secret 
vuincrab ill ties m turn, which he tned id burn out wilh toe searing 
HCDwl of L i is will But he vins iiul allVays siiKessfilJ in suppiehsiug hi-, 
p j 1 -'- 1 ei i *• a ud had once become hdptewty infill uatod wi th a Hindu 
dancing girl, Hira liai Hhe wiry nearly I limed him into a hedonist 
I his was probably III 165.1. v, hen .AviivingKeb Was passing through 
Burhanpur on way to .'.ssumc. the governorship of the Deccan for 
the second lime, Ida was ihcn in his mid-lhn |,u; p L mif already the ralliN'i’ 
of sis children, having married his firs I wife, DUr.iS Banu Begum, in 
1^37. whi? n be wa.s r lule teen Dilras wjs fJit il ujgtitur ol Shah Navvaz 
KJ'flu, a distanl relation ctf Uie &hah of Persia, amt was rays Aurang^eh, 
a woman ot "eslreme lOlperiDUbness. but to I fie end of her life I 
continued in love her iUld never once did I wound tier feelings.' Later 
lie acquired three more wives. End in all be sired leu i.lutdrcr five bays 
and five girls- He was a c unfit derate husband md look good can: of h.L r = 
wives, but tie had no paiisiunafii altnchment Id any of them 

Hie Him Bai affair was different. □ fragrant Lml brief and :i igic 
romance 6 lie was originally il concubine of Mir Khalil, the husband of 
a ma tern si sunt of Aurarigzeb Aurangzeb chnnccti to =ec her while- he, 
along wuh his auni, w r n.s. viailing a efeer park on the banks di Tapi 
(Tapti) al Zamahad a subu/b of JJurhanpu,, wharf 1 Mir kjubJ v, u nt, 
statiuncri I Lira liai, a vvmsomc, naughty lass in Hie n'limi? of flit 
bcjjprm, tvos Iruhcking aruuntl the park, singing softly, raemmg lv ■ 
in different to the prcsejU.f of file prince, wlltn Aeiranurzeb saw her 
'Tmmediatety =n seeing her, Lhe prince, unable to contfot IlimUed tat 
down there, arid then fell down a l full tungdi cm the ground in ,i 
swoon!" say"' HamidoddiO Klini 1 . NJuiacllft. 

Mdb-fr-fjf-aJaJiJffi'r s Mughal chroniiclc of :ht eiglrle^nlh century tells 
she story rills Hira Ljqi. "whca'c musical skid ravished rh-s- senses, and 
who was unique m bLandisluneoll.s on feeing fruiUadcti mango- 
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treir in mirth and amorous play advanced leaped up and pluckti 
truit Withnut pnyrng due respccE Eo the prince's presoti.ee, ThLs m0v „ % 
hc£ rotl ™ Ehe prince of hia sttases arid self-control With sh wm*. i 
importunity hp procured her from his mini':-, house nnd b CL -.. n . 
infiatuahsd ana given up to her. in spite of all Jus severe continence 'a n'ri 
temperance and pure (raining m theology One day sin? offered h. 
a alp of wtfic find requeued him to drink it, \|| his profession -! 
reluctance and entreaty were disregarded When | lie poor prince Win, ,1 
last about to drink it. the sly linchantress snatched away the rUl -,' ' . 
said, r My purpose wait la lest your lave and not io embittEr vm, 
mouth With Lh|s Wicked and unlucky liquor!'" ' UT 

Hitra Eal. renamed ZnmafiEldi, tragically died within a yeai-, 1^^ 
Aurangzeb desolate "By chance the row of her life withered m its vf,v 
springtime, and left- the prince scared with the brand of t '| urna | 
separation notes Mtmr-Ttt-umra. Aurangacb then 'made a vow never 
kl drink wine again nor to listen to music, says Manned "in uv- 
fW* hF1 was accustomed to say that God had been very grades & 
him. by putting an end to that dancing-girl's life, by reason of whom he 
Lpm mLttud so manj iniquities, and run the risk ul never retunmc 
through he my occupied m vicious practices." 
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mr... ZAiNABAO! AFFA 1 H, ,r til* ftw ma^ttlE u lusted wls ,, 
sratHlnl, ud ,fc eduws were hoard m llw .mperkd . 1 . " 

L.I 11 PA-, where D.lra is said It, haw remarked to .Shah Jahan 'Lp'lb 

C fr * r- ^ - £ 

mm ?r w 

a f , « aw * J t fbsesaon lomblr musl have ban, the panes „ 
Ruilt he suffered about his dalfiahire with Zauialudi, by. Xtth ho 
risked lire only damnation „ the Ida hereafter, but also |]u 
ruination nf his earthly fortune Never again ivuuid he stake .2, 
dr dammicin for transient pleasures. ’ tmn 

Auranpch> E uidm E principle as emperor wa„ m abide strictly by 

^ u a 1 i lVaiJ; lhu ' 5Lnil ^ ( ™ d harrow path of raW,! 

a dhfid ' A y and he would do his Utmost 'u gat follow Muslims (u ,, ,||, 

the ,,imu fi^FHjgilt and narrow path. As for Hindus, he would fnifow the 

l -. -P^ng e„ them Such di JS 
■h L taw squired him to icipose, hut no mom than that 

Tn^dl+fo! T b? n ? r ^ rid ° m - jm P"Ls]vp pMCLthoq of Hindus He 

2 l" 1] V Ti" ' lfte,r lu * ac ' :r - S: - |r,n ' :n f lic firmiin he Issued in [ jju 

h v tG officCiri n Varanasi, Abdul Hasan "It 

Jiar been decided according \o our Canon Law thm 1 ... 

<™p! fs should net be damoltshud, but w „„ tapk . 

L u.li wrotE Aurangzob. 'infornaabun has readied lur ™ 5 

Lurt£1 " 1 P EI?onB KlVL ' h*msed the Hindu rusideub in Bh,,™ 

I '■• n riu i L ii j 1 ,i,id its environ* and certain Braliruons whn h.ue I he nS,| u f 

luld."^ charge of the .ljiciEnE hsnpjes there, and thnl they furrhtr 
dn * tU: , remnve tEies,? H ^dimmih from ihm ardent ofhcu J hereto , v 

shdn^ 1 ^ Jl ‘ a1 y °- 5ll0dd dir,:ct lEial JI1 future no person 

'1 2 T 2 ,1WhaI | Wd >' B in ' EtTfl - Tt? ^jth Dr disiiiTb the b Mh mans and 

Oilier Hindu nenidcnls m those places.' 

In issuing (he ordinance. Aumngzeb was not favouring Hindus h uL 
"h y Shfoiving btofc law Ha wuuld d, stray hunpte, .mrf 

no | allow old j-empkri tc he repc.ruL!. but he Would iwH permit old 
temples to be demolished P ^ Ut Qjd 
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T fe wetB die ptindpIcH lhac Aumngzuli followed even 
8£P? V"* L f’ t ™ rdcd tesltitim af lempJc denfoiiiion by him 
1635 ' J5 im hc '' seyeiit'M^ demolished; mi Shah JnhAn'f f^LL ' ' n 
gre^t temple tftat for Smgli had built at Orchha, nnd erected i - 

7™ y eais li1Sr ' ■'■ pernor Df f.Lijiiral. he h.id. he'^T.' 
tn Ahmad, -fond and r.LJwr parganas nf Glim rat i 0rnnJ ' 

dnjEruvH bv my order.' Similar demolitions were pjtaHtiinabJv .'irn i 
Du cl J Lurtn ^ T !u ' sovum^r.hip el^v/here En the Deccan during w 
«oand governorship he bitted of demqj^hffid a hill-tap tcmole nS 
{ urangabad "'hy God/s .grace'* and forbidding "Ihu temple danr^- 
I vrrrni'jvl tn ply their diamt’ fill profession" Also during tltfe trme 
h.iiL .! brahmin revenue office' Chhablln Run. beheaded for 1|N| .' ' 
-Flip roper words With reference tn Ihu prophut and luslifted" a! 
execution saying, 'll is proper for alt Muslims to do-tliuir utmost in 
assert the mks ul the Prophet?* religion.- ^ 

LKispilf Uits resolve Aurangzeb was prudent enough not loiaatce mu 

m ^f ir TI,GVl - ac ’ nin -i Hindus III the Firs I decade of' his leifin hJJ h ' 

; u.U-,„-nv w« manly ^blifoM, though Liu continued In 
-“ d "-p N "v ? b Cr i« 5 he ^ 

V Ja ':" “J; tha ‘ '•■" >( 0fnerjy demolished and rerenllv rJLwri 

fompl« should, be pulled down". Mid blit WRS followed a coupler a f 

K* h) ’ !•? ard f in 0n -™ 3 iKat "every Idothmise built dun™ 

die las' 1CI or 12 u,ni : ,. whefour wifo Imd; pr einv, should he demolished 

"if. G , P " ll 'n Jr ' nnl ldkl ' ,V tllL ' ^piralfo. infidels 10 repnir foJr 
L ', £port - s n! Ult? dp strudbon of temples foquld be sent Ln fo P 
<-oui under the seal ,r the Ka*is and attest by piou5 Sheikha 

The Jrisso order implies tt£i 'new' meant temples buili sfo cu 
accession, but there was: Considurabk- ambiguity a b 0 ut 

^ e- foTETh ‘ ™ s 10 have ^ ^ lo ™ tempL built 

ruhudMli, tf TST ' tCjrEt ''"' V ' nr evun t^ples-huilf nr 
^JU.II flfiu t he first Muslim conquest, as tn l he m Aunnu^nh > 

: r tflPft P fE " f Soouiath rebuilt in the twelfth century" 

iissss^iisiri 

under law to ha rats Hina.L. S du L ' Ve ^'®f P^iWe 
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In lfiffll^ l^ued nntum to nil ^ D f p m , maiB fo 
with q wi Img h.md the tohatJls nnd temples of ihu mffdels and thuv 
wuie strictly enjornud tn put ,ir entire stop to the h. nchnnj nm l' prectwina 

Oi idolatrouE, form? of Wumnip/ report Mlittoi'd Khim [, i^ n a! , h ,7 
tiinu lilil t the fomple of bomoath Hie Vryliw.ma th temple „l V , r m - , 
Lho gteai Kt’sha v Rar Jmple m Mq(hun. r and many other promineni 
tempts were dcmdjjied In ln7D J a]| tomptus" mound LiLio wen 
destroyed, tun years Later; numurou-. fomples wetv destroved in 
R,i|listhan r beginning with. Jodhpur. From where according to Mum lid 
Khan, several cartdpads of idols" were taken to Delhi to be m 
die quadrangle of the Lnuri and under the siups c>i LJu Jamn Masud for 
being trodden upon " Around this Umu. pvtr 300 fomples were di*t™ j 
inirnd around Chitnr. Udaipur and [aipur In 1697 A,iran ffJ!eb arii ]. tad 
tempi u^ m Ontunnda tu be destroyed in 169B foe temples U i Una bur 
There w, 1 S no let up The more Auranga-b did tu prnmbtc KJamie 
thcpcriuy, Uw more ihero seemed yst to he done. UuL he did ml 
duspau or clvc! qp; instead he redoubled his efforts, believing foal it 
was not h is policy that was wrong but his OMTtmn Lh.it was ivanlme 
in the Inst decade nr his reign, when ho wa.', mired down in Lhr JJn, an 
■n a hopelesa war agaMfit l he Mamfoas, his thoughts ag.un turned tn 
the. tecnplas he had Once- desfrtJyed, mid he wrolu ln the royal officers 
in Gujarat The temple of Somnfllh was demolished carl m my reign 
: H ni>l knuwn what the slate of things there is at present ff th- 
idolaters have again taken to (lie WonShjj of images at the place (Jim 
destroy the fomple in siufo a way that no trace of foe building may h 
Lett, and also expel tlicm ffhe wordupper-.l From the pJaco ' The 
akbarat (rtady neivslettcr) or 11th January 1705, fust two years before 
Aurangaeb & death, records Lh,T.t ")he Emperor ordered Lo 

demolish Lhe temple of J-'.indliaipui. and to lake the butchers of foe 
camp IIutc and slaughter cowt in foe Lumpl? It was done So it 
went Oig till deafo stilled Flu, hand 



AUKANGZEB'S PltEDBCSSOJIS, excepr Akbar. hud also demo, sliud 
temples, but them ivaa a difference between fo. em and him— while Jhuv 
Ul mosl Lilacs demoluillcd tenipfi?^ nt random -.rnd on Ihu unpulsi of foe 
moment, Aurang^eh made it a del, berate and syatematk polity of the 
?l.ite, an Integra! pari of his ter E rr policy It, tighten the rigour af 
rsbumic theiximcy It should however be noted foal AuntngTeb proceeded 
cauhousjy With hrs anti-Hindu policies, turning the serciv slowly though 
identlessly, over a period of se^rsl decades, and font even m its most 
stringent phase, his reign was nowhere dear as intolerant as foe 
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cofltempnrary Muslim states in Lhe Middle Fnsl a M . . n irU , 

' demolition ol temples hv Auranuzeb was nr vnm ' ' h 
□ Iher related -Uich ,i'- l hr urduf ha j&jed > n b> ' 

Hindu festivals like diwali nnd aioli 'll is ordered thal m br'i J '"i nLl 
sheudd he no ilkinniTiFition at dhynU, rtubodv^ faggot should wSr* 

by ft,™ » .hell m Hulls im ft Mi bcX 

used.' rcpurt, All Muhnnunad Khan Tn r „ 5rcn<! 
Aunnsacb Ufitli -hcIMm, fcrenur nlsn prc.hLhnud £, e J*" 
pw^nn nl SWahs, *,r , c Ul h e t wecn nval pr 0 CK ,T 0 J t ? m 
llurhanp-Lir in lli<W. AM he .ihufchikl ^h-Tm kmj ,, 51J =/°" 
t al in .ill lands under Mogul control novor again should the on' ? 
"“T 1 ' UOrMrl *“ * bumf repurK MnnooH, I CSST* 
W~T " ^ ™ I*’**** little «r limn ^ 

hi I hr l Aurangseb ordered Uiair revenue officers in die i 

should be only Muslims,, lu*fog thereby to induce cnav^CnJ^-t 

h- lure OF office The policy did not work Some Hindus did exrhan - 
Jaith lor nliicc. buL q (1 t enough of them, aim a w« impossible to n f 
revenue admuilstmlmn without Hindu clerks ' . ' J1 

eventually Aurangzob had lo moilify u,c rule to permit hSf I S"ih' 
"Ilir,. r .„. !•„ HiMuu Similarly, .h, disunion, jl T 
imposed urn Hindus (they luid i« p nv twice as much duly ns Hus h ^ 

s^arr* ■■*” - sssrs 

pSpsygfss sg£ yrss.‘r" 

i 

prison ^enl-encas At ho "cirr • i 3 ^i u _ L31 remission of 

imposed on Hindus Khafi" IfH V ‘ 3riOLl5 P nni1 t disabilities were 

Hindu Cid „d“ ,u h" " |X ' rl ‘ A “™'b«b onhuM [hat ncl 

pnrmissinnTLd «**F ««ft» 

tb« restrictions did dm to nde ^nhanls 

Other Hindu martial commun/n^.. - L -"/F ' P™f™bJy l« *e 

For all Jus frMiabdim,. Auranrizeh ™ L A L lran gZtfb riucded 

expediency determine the scope of K’! ,hC *" n W|Sh *0 fut political 
Whtn an amir coir, plained to Wi =,1 ^ 1C!or ^br regulation ThtiS 
Fluoh PursiiiiU: in die Mu rh | Q1 ' cofitinuirg ptnmiriGnce of 

exmnMIor Kfe^^gg, «pbMt nvi„, 

™.n Hmof «,^ n -bat right have 

upmgqlry For yuu is your u?E:yjaji md 
■irio 
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(nr me is mute . fff your suggeslmn J* anepledl it wm..<t he m, dlin- 

5 “‘* 1 '““ ; ,l l [Hmdu ) “"b Ihoir Mbhen wSh ns™ 
disapprove of the removal from office nf able afki-rs • 

Marum ..Jamii t&at ALtrrm R 7eb at one time dirucfud tha! U„. 
higher office of the court w h 0 were Hindus should „u 1^ fij 
Lhelr dirtr B ^ hut into their places Muhammediuis s| Uf yj f | be out J |( 

fiUcJ i n ltve WJIfi r-^ued, H w .15 done Only ns a fnrni. ,|,u [n r 
Aunuigzct. continued to employ Hindus m high office Though IM 
percenhige of Hindu uFJirers m h w service dtscJmed -Ju hlJv m the i r t 
lull or hu retgng it rose nga.it! later, m that m trie speorid half of ■ i 
mi.Lni UiL'ir pontage WeLh higher than ever before Under lhe Mufchak- 
in Lie rank nt rommand er of SHOD and above, )( was 32 • per reu: 
under Aurangzcb as agamil f.judmi per cent under Akharx amuni? -11 
Oiricere not Lhe rank or wo and above. It iViln 31 6 n,T C?ni under 
Aurnngzcb as against^ 5 pErcenl und.-r Akbar A brahnim. Kaelumail, 
burned for a while .is AumngTfib r s ailing revenue minister one u it-,, 
highest offices in the umpire 



INK MOST DRAMATIC expression of Auran^wb's anti-Hmdu poticy 
C.aii lhe rein trod uctj on of jbzjra, ivhirh Akbar had abolished m iSfr! 
NOW, IIS vears later, on I2tll April 1679, Allrttngzeh ruunposed it 
1 1"’ promulg'atjor of jjzya un mediately set off .i howl nf protest 
■ILld itjL from Hindus glm«? According lo Manuoii, J, AJ| fmcajirnE 
several . nn doubt) the high-placed and lutporfcant men at the court 
opposed themselves In (hu measure/' argu^g tha( the tea was againH 
Ule practice of the Mughal empire,, and that in any case the people did 

!™. h f Vfl lh ' - , ’ lri3T1J i lh 10 bsnr (JlL ’ burden Aumiigzeb was urimove-d 
■Think not I am like my gRtUlfathep fo hanrjir, who spent his t\ aiC 
listening to music. Or in lor, king tin nf plays and other games,'" he 
scoldoil 'Mo! No! il Will never he like rh.it with me All m> rhuughls 
■1 re turned Lo wards die welfare and the development uc my kingdcmi 
and towards Lhe propagation nf itif rcliginii ot the gcaiit Muhammad 
The omens a I the Imposition of jiizya were sinister According in 
Miinucri, ■ 5,:i ' ;ici Aumngzeb issued tlie decree, an earthquake ■’It-jcI 
ITHUu, and the amirs, taking that as an 111 portent, once ajam entceated 
Aurargieb to reconsider lus derision Said Aumngzeb ' jt is true thai 
lhe earth Inlflly trembled, but it is the result of die jov it felt a| the 
course I an: adoptmg All nrilure shows marks of ch is fueling. The 
M -kl < -- aru darkened they are covered, with clouds, ,md wee.. tea«. of 
gladness 

Among tlrose who raised thou voice against jizya Was Jahtlftara. 
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p li think, ‘Tin?,’ slit 1 is said la haw pleaded "thui the landy „r 
T lindiistan are like n vast nccan: yanr majesty and nil || lL , 
members ;ir our royal family are like ships navigating i!s waters jj ,] 
plaughing- Lhn-i igh its waves El would nnr he wise, she argued i u ^ 
Aunmgzeb to stit up □ storm hi 'the sea on which he sails 
Action, ihcn. sine, ibis purpose, lesi there be a rebellion in ih^ 
kingdom Lu t your majesty reflect that violent winds usually risi? .md 
disturb i he seas, swell high their waves, and trims form the whole into 
a terrifying lempu-fi lly us violence everything ti swept to ij^ s | 10je , 
■Hid the pour and persecuted people ait miricd 1 Thu nppual Imd nu 
in'lecL on Aurang^eh He replied that such taxes had been used by the 
Prophel, to propagate Ehlan-, and lh.it his own ideal was in follow fiiar 
nohle tradition Having Imishud tliew words/ writes Manueck "he 
bade her good-bye and turned his “hack upon her, ,i movement that luI 
the priit eess to the very quick. ' 

Jahfljiflju's warn mg about rebellion very nea rly came rrtlu “'Upon 
Lhe publication of this order. Hie Huiduy nil round Delhi assembled an 
'• ;’ L - 1 numtwis under the ol the Emperor on lhe river Irum ni 

tliL' palace, tri represent their mobility to pay, and to pray lor Lhe recall 
i'i the cdurt, writes Kbnfi Khan But tfn? Emperor would no I listen In 
iJtcir complaints, One dny, when he went to public prayer in the great 
mosque On the Sabbath, a vast multitude of Hindus thronged lhe road 
mini the palace to the mosque, with the object af seeking relief. Money 
changers and 'draper-, nil kinds nl shopkeepers i'rooi the camp bazaar 
mechanics, and Workmen of all kinds, Left off work and business and 
pressed Into the way MphviLhstanding the order-, given ter force a 
I-..1V through, H was impossibli: for the Emperor rn reach the mosque, 
l' very moment the crowd increased, and the Emperoris equipage 
^ trough I to a Etard-StlU At length an order Was given to hr Liu'' duI 
1 1 1.1 elephants Lnd direct them against she mob Many Jell trodden !o 
JuaLh under live feet af the elephants and horses For iume days 
. ' Iindus ™ nlin UKL to assemble in great numbers and camplsug but 
at. Eng 11 , they submitted to pay the jizya “ Far a while brahmins m 
Dell-., went nn a fort tn protest against jiiya, but broke lhe fast when 

Kssm '" i5kS ■ S ^ d * W Pw <® *™. W* Muhammad 

Tlu;re >vere duiurh.inca in Hit provinces too. In BLirliannur "ihL 
ln “ d “ i > al ’ llan,i •» “* <*> "Irt country »=.i ndt gmil opposition 
to Uvo payment of W a," writes Kh.fi Khan There was col .1 distriei 
" hem -J.0 puupk. with Ufa help of r«,|d„» and mukaJdams did on, 
mete dBhtttan.M and resist.™," Signiftamdy, a was the commnn 
people and tneir k«al leaders who protested There was hardly any 
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opposition From die great Hindu duels serving the uni purer | hey had 
their careers In Iook, to 

The only Hindu rn|n lo protest was ShivAji, but he was Aurangiwbs 
frv. ai'd hod nothing to lo.se by antagonizing, him -liiva|t i .. t | L T L- thr- 
tunpurar on jizya, believed l» have been Jratlecf b\ Ins j\- r xMr, se'ctetflry, 
\iJ.i Ih-ahliLi, iSe a dawic. sizzling with barbed Wit. Auningireb, a mastsr 
of sarcasm himsell ..l'uLJ nn| but have admired it uven ii Ihu lut lit 
vexsd him ''This firm and constant well-. ■. ! she r Shi v.iji after rurdermg 
thanks for the? srace of Dod and lhe favours of the Eriipuror , bdgy 

In iriFpm your Majesty that Ire 15 ever ready to perform, fo the 

fullest Ofctunt po^ible and proper, everything Hiat duly as a servant 
rul'd gratitude demand of him," wrute SluVivi, his (ongtiu firm Is in 
ehuek 

Hu u- u lit 1 1- 1 JO r with ,1 view of rendering good s^rvrtie iindi 

earning Llie imperial Favour, i -ubmil flic following words =ri a L.iunt of 
devotion (a Lhe public; welfare ! ii.Ci recently Came tn n y van, that, m 
the ground nl lhe war with me having exhausted ynur Wa.lJtFi and 
L'ntptied (lie liliut'riaE treasury y'O.ur Majesty has ordered thal m on ev 
luidtr the name jdtya should be cDllecled from ihe Hindus and the 
uul p£ rl a I needs supplied vmI|- It" This, BJuvaji reminded Aurangzel 
Was contrary to the tradition established by Akbasy who a.boEi&hed j|ip 
poll tax, Eiiui so was blessed With success in every endeavour a", wi'i'r 
fahangir and Shah fahiin. 

But in your Maj^ly's reign." Shivaji moc^.i, theuiv ,>t the farts 
and provinces hav<= gOJlt out of vnur pus^esiiiLin, and Ihu rust will soon 
do so, tnn, because tiicro wi 1 he no sJ.i kness :ui mv part in riiLnulg 
and devastalELlg them Vour pc L 1SilJili n=re down-lrnddun Lhe yield of 
every village I ills declined, in the pEtlCu of one lakh |oJ rupees] onfv 11 iiv 
thousand nnd ill LEic place of 1 lhou>ilnd only ten are collected, and that 
too with difficulty When poverty and beggary have made their home 
m the palflCfcS of die Emperor and Lhe pnneep, Ihu condition of ihc 
grandees and Officers can be easily imagined 1 1 is a reign m which the 
army i? isi ferment., the merchants complain.; the Muslims ciy. itiu 
Hindus are grilled^ most men lack bread at night, and in {ha day-time 
inflame their i>wn cheeks by dapping them [in argu^hj How can rim 
roya] spirit permit you to add the hardship of Lhe jiaya to C Liu.-, gnevnus 
state of til mgs- The infamy will quickly spread from west Id cast and 
become recorded ul bodks of history iliat the Emperor nf Hmdustan, 
covering Uhl? beggars bowls, takes jizya from Brjfullans and l.ims 
yogis, Jiani^fSr toi ivi 7 J 5 , paupers. mendiCJiits, mined '.y retches, and the 
frLrnmc-stricker:— that Ins valour is shown by attacks on Ihu wallets nf 
bug gars — that nu dashed down ihu name and litmour nr :!m Tiinundst*" 
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Shsvaji lhcii proceeded r<-» glyp Aarsngzcb a lesson on the k Dtill1 
Reminding Aurangzsb that tin.' Koran mfbr? in hind as ' jtjW?- n/-nl, 4 ( M 
l he lord of all men, and not raH.'-td-r.'njSiaj'rrim, lire lord of u, ( 
Muhammadans nnSy/' he told the emp^rnr Ihrl Islam and H induin’ 
dispite a] | then* differences, wen- n Lurch the different pigments "u^d 
by the true Divine Painter " 

I he imposition of lizya, Shi\.i|i argued was unfustifiEd "'Jp, , jT|( , 
lU^tidLf the jizvii is not at all lawful From the poll Leal pmsit of view n 
can he allowed only ti a beautiful woman iv eating gold omattic nfcg Ciin 
pa=i from one country la another without fear or molestation '[ButT in 
LElCSe days even Lhu i ities are being plundered, v-'hnl shall \ a [ «|. ( 
open country 7 Apart from its Injustice, ibis Imposition ol Lie |tzyR JF lir] 
utrsuv a I son vl Lidia and inexpedient If you Imagine piety (o cotlsjsE hl 
oppressing the people and teLrarizuig the Hindu*, you ought first ^ 
levy jizyn front Rtana Raj Singh, Who is the head ol Lire Hindu?. ] |’, l3n 
it ’.vi 1 1. nol be t en- difficult to ccffiect U I rum me, as I am ai j : > U | sm-vir? 
lint in nppres? ants lUid flies ri far from displaying YliIlmjt and spirit 
I wonder m the strange fidelity n| your officers Uml they riegled to idl 
you Lit the true state of tiling - but I.LH LT a blaming f iru with straw " 

Stuvap closed the letter with the ironic greeting, 'May tire sun of 
your loyalty cantkiue tn nlune nbov- the horizon of greatness!' 

We have no record of Auriiigffib'5 reaction tu Shivaji's .solicitous 
latter, bill nothing could divert hiim from hi* wE poliCv When sninu 
pnovkidal officers pleaded tor the remission of jtzya m their districts un 
Lumpashttinare grounds, Aurangzeb's order was. 'Ton ,iru Free to grant 
remissions of ift'eni| ni all other kinds, lint L( you remit any man's 
|i7ya — which I have succeeddd ivith great difficulty in laying pn the 
mfiduls — it will h- an impLous change and will cause die whole system 
Ol culkcbng the poll-tax ta fall into disorder " When he tuitd tlv.lt 
Lie ta* was driving Hindu traders away from Mughal tecfitmy in the 
Deccan, hfi was indifferent. Hie only instance in which, he Li known tn 
have relaxed the imposl was in Hyderabad for One vear after its 
annexation, when the governor there rcporteci Ltiat Hie people ut the 
ctbp already reduced Lo poverty by war, would f|i?e if the lax was 
sought to be collected 

Aur ngzeb -appourtijd a whole new set of revenue □fticors to collect 
iizya, and in l£S7. aght yeart aide, ilm lax was prom ulgn ted, he 
appointed ,m inspector-general to ensure (IS cl net administration 'Ihe 
rmiouni. Of revenue that the emperor rtteiveit from jjzya * not known 
I" i.i I i.l could nai have been an insignificant oiiujunt. It Us even possible 
tlvn.l, apart from theocratic compulsions, revenue corisi dens Lima 
mnrivRted Aurangzeb to impose the tux-n redrew of the slat, finances 
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M hi^ thirteen 1 1 1 rcgila< year had revealed that in lhu previous twelve 
years expenses had exceeded income, and presumably this dram had 
continued in subsequent years too Mmiucci says that Aumngzeb 
imposed jurya for Ivvu reasons 'Tirsl, because by this time he. treasuries 
hid begun tD shritik owing to expenditure on liis campaigns, .w.cijitJIv. 
to force Hiiidu.'i lu bwonte Muhammadans." Of ihc two, tile primar 
math'C was probably neLLginti?, ninman Rnil, presnient of the EnglLSh 
lac lory a I Surat, writing in 167^, slate-.: that jijyn was being collected tu 
Inne conversions Say.s Milllucci "Many Hindu*, who were unable lo 
pny, turned. Muliammadan Aurangxeb rejaicap." 



AURj^MGZizl! i OULD RtfQfi,. E bf-r-auiSe, cojitTAry to icar*. his .eili- 
thndu drive did not lead to any major rebelJjiHi though llxeic w.o 
corsidera Li k j popular unriist There was same locaLzed opposition to 
lemp-i 1 doniollhon in the Rajput bell in s few place.- masque^ wore 
demolished Liilif the MuslLtil call fcij |J raver slopped. Sumewhett 1 a futya 
collector w iV * Expelled After plucking ini* heard out. and m Delhi a 
Si Idl once tilr e '.v a brick at Aurimgzeb when he xvas retiLmifig to the 
lorl Crum lhu lama Mieijrd IJie*c lxeue petty ir-cident* and trcatEd 
hardly a npple in tho vast empire 

Hie apposition to AurengZob's theocratic policies was mure intense 
m souLh India fh.-IU sn the north Temple demolitions for instance, had 
caused na major CiinTibil ui the north, hul Uicre was strong resentment 
against it m the SOUtll. P Martin, the French diplomat rn FoDdidmrry, 
noLcvt m his diary in N’uvemher J&SH that Hit Muslim* hflvmg set 
about to destroy .1 it-mple m the Kamatak, ac ordered by ihe Mughal, 
Ifiv Hindus rose lo. uppusp U ‘ 71 = l. foilawing month he noted that 
Lachrm Navak, ,1 Ideal chief [.un, wha had ,if ^.ine time jOnlod the 
Mughals, tu inert rt-bel nn *epjjig llxc anti-Hmdll policy of Au rongzcb 
.aid ivratE to all tlie Hindu ponces io unite against the enemy of tlrcir 
race and religion." 

Jn the north. Ell ere were three major uprisings agmnst Aurang^vb 
around (he time he began his drastic anti-Hindu thrust, but llu'ir 
QU tbreak at I his Liu it- was caincridentaJ, and had liltlc- to with Jus 
rc-JrgiDus policy 

Tilt! first Uprising WAS of the Jab In 1669 Lie |nb in Hiu Mathura 
dlSlricl, a turbulent penpb barely field in reUfflinl by coercion erupted 
In one Of theer periodical revolt* Emboldened by .1 eficTnee victory' uver 
the local Mughal ufiicer, they set about looting ,uid ravaging lhu 
district, and the prospect of plunder brought Liu local (niigluf swarrmixg 
to Gukl!a, the Jal zemmdar who htude'd the revolt, Soon GokLi liad an 
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army l' 1 somt 20;[)Q[) men under In-, cnmtnrmd n menace He nous 
enough [or Atinangzeb to rnnrch pprsunatly into Lhu dtpluct to q lie ]j 
the uprising Cjokla was captured and bis limbi? hacked off • w hy 
onE in puhlii hi-- family forced ui'.i; Warn L hi- curbed llw kts, h, r 
unly lur iht time being they would n-i- again ten years later, when 
Aut.ingzeb wn> m llie Deccan and lln. 1 . would luiii'am U]t*ubdued 
for a long Lime. 

Mo less troublesome was I he uprising of SftUiarmft, a iJiiiUiri li r 
H indu conunuiuty of farmers and. petty trader^ of strange appearance, 
who shavetj off mil the hair on then treads, even their eyebrow? Tlunr 
name meant Ttiuivof good name'., but they were, says Ishwnrdas Mogtir 
'extremely filthy, unclean and dirt? They made no distinction between 
Hindus and Musnlmans They eat dirk pigs lUld Other prohibited 
men is [f a dug eats from the same dish with them, they fed no .distaste 
or aversion They did not regal'd debauchery nr id adultery th sin " Uut 
they were a cohesive and -pin led j-uopb . and Say s Khali Khan Tl any 
one attempts to wrong or oppress them by force or by exc-rcise oF 
authority, Ihay will nut endure it." 

Tiii." Batniarni ruvul I wfis sparked off by a pellv incident nl Nantaul 
near Delhi in Lh-_- lumiln.T of 1672 -i fight between a peasant and a toot 
soldier One ilung led to nan Hut and soon Jt dared into a major 
cfinflngrahnn The trouble WpuJcl probably have died mil by itself hu 1 
l d i the appearance of a sorceress on the see hu t demented old crone 
who inflamed passions and convinced to* 1 I hat her spell 

Would protect them against enemy We ipnns It Airy of them Jell m 
faille,. peventv would iprmg from the earth te lake his place . ‘■he 
prophesied The ‘.pell indeed seemc-d to work Initially; nothing could 
stop flit SatnauiL surge Numbering barely 5QDD, bul each mighty w ith 
a faith, that could move mountains, they scattered the Local Mughal 
officers and baldly look oyer the nd ministration of ||"iO district Thm 
then advanced on Delhi coming as dose as fifty kilometres to ihc city 

The Mughal conhn gents sent against them Were temiLt'd of the 
magical powers iknl I he Sa humus were buheied to possess, 'll was 
said that swords, arrows, and musket-bafl? had no effect upon these 
men. .Ind that every arrow and hall which they discharged agamit Ihc 
royai army brought down two nr three men.' says Khafi Khan 'Thus 
they were credited with magic flild. w'Ltehcrafi they Were said to 
have magic Wooden horse*? like live ones, on which their women rode 
as an advanced guard " Magic, AuCangseb realized, had to bu countered 
with magic So he had some Spells nf his own, sewn On the banners of 
1 -js army, .Ind ui the ensuing dash his spelts proved to be stronger 
lhar. those oJ the Samara i sorceress nr.d I he rebels were routed with 
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great .laughter. [Thu Mughal army, in adieu taffy, was led by .. Hindu 
1 . 1 mu f tain, Raja Bishnii Singh Kdchhwah.) 

The third major Uprising was that ol I he Slkiis Tliiin wan of a 
different dnss altogether fmm the other two, though here too the H.-.ue 
was mote political than ridfj^pjk TheSikM h,ld by the mid-wyrnkCrill i 
century traitsformed Ihomselvos from o syricrGtLc rphgin 1 15 sect into a, 
polllical community TheLr gum was as much a monarch as a Spiritual 
head, and wns therefore a pntenliiJ threat in ihe Mughal uutonntv 
FuEitic.ll US well ns religious cr,n idem I ion’, therefore induced Aurang/eh 
In bear down on the Sikhs This drove Tcgh Bahadur, Ihi? Sikh gum 
111 lo rebdlLon, but lie wai- Urrested, tortured and beheaded 

To avenge legh Bahadur's death, Ins &nn and successor, Guv ind 
Rat r the Iasi Sikh guru, STAn 5 Formed Hil.' Sikhs mtu. the Khaka, a 
milLtery fratumilv'. His ami Wilt Openly poiilicat: he wanted In him the 
Khalsa into an empire, and proclaimed lhal I iu Would lend his men to 
■'desIrnyThe Mughals Aurangiteb tool up. the challenge ITue rmperinJ 
forces ihen drove lln? guru out oi Anaudpur [his headquarters] in the 
h;lk. and finally out of Punjab altogether The gum would return lo 
Pun] ah on ly on I he death of Auranpeb 



AlURAKCZEB, SAT'S MANUCCI, "had been horn In I rouble others, and 
he troubled ty their 1 ' IhnL w f as thu nature of hi c rel alien ship with his 
lather and brothel's, with Ujl Ra|puts and ibe Msrethaa, with Hmdus 
generally And iL was so Wen in his dealings with I'm-. Muidmi brclhren 
on whom he tried to impose Ju:- own narrow, morose and joylow 
world-view HiS reign was nearly its hard on MtisEims US it tv as on 
Hindus "The ItinovatOFS, aflicisfs, here lies who hari deviated From flic 
straight patJi ol Islam, infidels,, hypocrites and the spiritually in different 
who. I"iad spread over India, '.vorc chastfsed ^nd forced to gixu up tficir 
wicked ways, obey thL' theblogt-ans and observe i he fasts ami prayers 
regularly," says AqmJ Khan 

TIlC vcsatiCHi uf Jus subjects did not bather AiirangzeL’i Hv ns 
H.r- saw il, doing his duty os .i Muslim and a king, and he believed that 
whftt he was doing Was ter the good of the people 'The king of hupp 1 , 
disposition," WnteL- KhufL Khun, "strove eamFsIlv from day EG ilav to 
po! in furO' Ute rules of Law, and tu maintain ihe Divine commands 
and prohibitions."' Baud Aursngzeh Tf Tallow u smgle regulafir-n to bu 
violated, all of them will be dtsrega-i'dei:! 

Aurangzeb's very hirst ncl as emperoi. after tuS grand enthrunement 
in 1659. ivas to pruhihil the stamping of the kahm-i. the Muslim 
confession of fiitlt, on his coins, tor Fear of it being defied by infidels 
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Sacm n ftcr, be abolished the carnival of Nannie, (he pro-UJamic, Persian 
new year celebration which the Mu ghats had adopted and LGanjiferrud 
the customary formalities of the day in the anniversary nf Jut, accession 
1 nt"i in 1670 , Up severely curtailed his birthday f esIlvi U oi-, viewing 
them osten taticajs and unlawful and after ano-tllCr sey^n vi'ir 
abolished the celebration of the anniversary of his coronation. marking 
it merely by distributing pirni and scents nmnnp rhe uoarLiom. wJinni 
he forbade Iru-m mnkmp any offerings (O Jum. 

Around 1670 he introduced a whole series of modifications in court 
regulations,, to comply with Islamic pn>scnptinn5 Even the durbar hall 
was redecorated. "The unranumcaJ railings of gold .ind silver' weet 
replaced with raiLings of lapis lazuli set in gold'', and the gold and 
silver cunvers for burning alraswr-nod removed, -ay s Musts Id Khan. 
Caffe fqr distribution were there.! I lei required to be brought on shields 
instead Of the usual silver tray si decks Wore ordered Id uic? porcelain 
and stone ink-pots in die place of silver uik-pols- dress of pure si is war 
lorbitldeis m the mint, and " embroidered cloth instead of stuff with 
gold and silver ) Lowers worked on n " was specified for rab&s of honour 
to he presented by the emperor 

In the eleventh year nt his reign Aurnngzeb forbade the writing of 
the chronicle of his ccign ai an impious, conceit. Around ihis time he 
.also gave e.p the Hindu rev il practices that tlie Mughals bad adopted, 
such as the emperor presenting himself to hLs subjects at sunrise 
weighing himself on his holer and lunar birlhdays ngamrt gold. Sliver 
and other Commodibe! and giving away Uie value of rhp weight in 
chanty, and the custom of applying (lie rthJ on the forehead Of rain? at 
their mvestitunes. Further, OOurbere were forbidden to greet each other 
with Hindu salutations, but were to confine themselves to saying 
salwzm ah }aim, Auiangzeb also decreed, to conform to Koranic law, that 
tombs should nut be roofed over or bmp-washed Hu barred women 
from Visiting shrine, as Frniz Tughloq had done 3 DO years earlier, to 
prevent lasciviousness m holy flares And he condemned; shikar as an 
indulgence of the Ifc'kilr (the idle). 

The oddest of Aurangzeh s puritanical decrees was his ld6S 
banishment of .music. "As the emperor had no liking for pleasure/ says 
MuStaed Khan and his devotion to duty left him mo time fnr festivity,; 
he ordered that th® i hief miLSician . .land others) might corns to Lhc 
Leurt, but mimt noi make music. Gradually (music) was entirely 
forbidden. Musicians who gave up (heir profession were given 
allowances by the emperor, nays Bakhfewar Khan. According to Khafi 
Khan, public proclamations were made prohibiting sibling and 
dancing'' . and Manucri says that officials were (empowered to enter and 
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break musical instruments if imywhtjre (hey heard the sound of niusi*. 
What ihia meant, presumably, was thar apart fmni banishing music 
from the court public performances of mum..- and dance were also 
i iirrnoi I A u : 1 1 igzeb could not have- banned ttiiisjt .i c - -.nr|i from flu 
empire, for th.nt would have had nu canonical justification 

Whatever the scape of th*i ban.. I hr lass of royal patronage distressed 
artistes, and I hey protested by staging a charade ■'About one thnifcilJl tl 
nl tli cm assembled on a Friday when ALircntgzeh was going tn die 
mosque/' reports Manned 'They came out with over twenty high! jf-= 
ornamented hiere r is is the custom of the country Crying aloud with 
gre-id grief and many signs of feeling, as n they were escorting to the 
grave some distinguished defimcL From afaj AurangKeb saw the. 
multi rude and heard their great weeping and lamentation and, 
tvonrl PHTig, senl |o know the cause of &u much sorrow The musicians 
redoubled their outcry and lean-- Lamer I mg, Ltiuy replied with sohr. 

(ha! the king's. Ordure had killed Music, therefore! they were bearing hci 
(o the grave Report was made to the king, who quite calmly remarked 
I hat they should pray for Lhe rout nf Music, and t ep Lhal she is 
thoroughly wef| buned. 



AROLND THE TIME th.aL music was banished, Aurangzub is-roed a 
number of orders to reguinlp public and private morals "Prohibitions 
Were promulgated against in trudbating dunks, agaih&t bAumS and 
Liruthuls, and again*;1 /itimi ur fairv;' siy.s Khnifl Khati. 

Toe Mughal npbles, Muslim as well as Hindu, w^ri' addicted co 
liquor, which Aurangzeh found abominable '[( wSS &o common to 
drmk spirits when AlLTEUIgiceb aveended the 'IlfOive, that one dav he 
ta;d m a passion Iji.'il il! ilEl Hindustan no more th^n I Wu men ■ ould ht 
found who aid no I drulk, dnmuly himself and Abdul W.'illab, (he Ka^i ' 
says Manuca. "Bm witfl respect to Abdul Wall ah Jie was In nrrur, for 
I myself FC-nl hirn every day A bottle of wine, which he drank 111 sccml.' 

Aurungzeh impeded severe penalties nn prohibition offenders — a 
hand and a foot of those will} sold liquor were cut off, and the houst'c 
of these who madp tiquor at home were vandalized and plundered by 
the police — but none of lhal had any urVul effect on tLppfei?, Thu 
noble:., who found Lt hard fo live Without apirits, distilled in ihtNr 
house*, there being few who did not drink secretly says Manuccf 
Faced with Sildl peril:! twice, Aunuigceb was eventually obliged lo 
yield to human nature and lighten (he rigour of his prohibition Jaw. 

A I die time of introducing prohibit ior i. Aur.lngzcb .uls-n banned Live 
Cultivation, of cannubiJ. (UitTO nu mention m the 1 chturuiies of banning 
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upturn) nind the preparation ul iVuju,^ a common marijuana cniimrLinn 
Not a day passed that on rising in ihn morning ivn did not fo^ ^ 
breaking |jy blows and strokes nf Ihn pots nnd pan? in which these 
beverages are prepared says Mm urn. Gambling loo won forbidden 
And n( coueeb prostitution "In 1.1 le reign of Shah Jahan fumiite dancers 
and public.- women enjoyed great liberty and wen? found m 
numbers in the cities," writes Manned, For ,i limr- m Lhe beginning oi 
he. reign Aurungjieb said nothing, but afterwards he ordered Ln ml th ev 
must either marry or clear put of the realm gome nf them married 
■lrid atiters went away i t ,t! lea?.!, concealed Lhernselviis " 

in line same spun, Lo curb wartbimEas, Aurangzeb ordered foal 
women "must not wear tight frougers like those of men. huL ivide 
ones-’ says Manual and he issued an Larder to the governor of 
Kashmir to make the people there wear drawers, instead of |ust die 
heavy doak under which they, men js well as women, usually wore 
nothing- He disapproved oi dandyism, ^nd once hmmliulted an amir In 
tile open c ourt by ordering a rev. 1 indies ef his cloak — wJuch foil below 
his ankles and was therefore- Considered improper — tn be snipped off 
Hedonistic refinon’ients offended iiirruigzab, and he ordered that ‘Hid 
factory nf \lp lirnu {superfine cloth) established at Chnnderi should he 
abohshedj' says Mustaid Khan He also forbade ihe planting of ro;m 
beds m imperial gardens 

According lrv Manucci AuriLrtg-reb tven sought to regulate [he 
lengtib of beards, decreeing that "no Muhammadan should wear a 
beard longer than four Enger- breadths ' An ciFhcial, says Maimed, was 
appointed to enforce I h| : - regulation, and he important \\ wont ahoul 
With attendants and sold fore "lo measure beards, m the middle of tile 
street and. n necessary. duLi-: them If was amusing to ?.,eti the 
official in charge Of beards nulling hither and Liuther, laying hold nf 
wretched men by the heard, in order to measurt and cut off tliu exreK 
and clipping their men glad ivy to uncover the lips This hist was done 
-sc- iTi-ir. wl nin pronouncing the name, Allah, there maglil be no 
impediment ta the sound asLemdunjEi straighl 10 heaven.' 

Enf Urocmcn i of I hu-yc Islam n. edicts was overseen by Uic Muhtasib, 
the tensor of morals This officer was n pari of the regular Muslim 
aUministinbvD apparatus, but Aumrgrjeti raised his stature bv appointing 
n distaiguishad scholar to the office and giving Jum a high rank 
(commander uj LOCOJ and, t , large staff El was the rnnsoHs duty to 
enforce among Muslims canonical regulations nbout what was permitted 
and what was forbidden, u> unsure that she prescribed prayers wore 
yaLd and lasts observed and to prevent heresy and blasphemy 

There Was however considerable, confusion about tile details of I lie 
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religious discipline n-iqmiFd of Muslims, because nf llm mail', ri'ivflfcCtdng 
interpretations of Islamic Jaw and hmdllJOn AumngJ'L-ti therefore grl tip 
. l cbLintil pf theologians Id compile ,1 hoof: of |udicrnl decision!, and 
they produced the Ftii(tu^j-A!mt\vinyv\i one of tin monl authoritative 
marks nn Mamie j urlSp rudertcu fn discharge nf In-. IfiLucrahi obligations, 
Aiimngzeb also took care In repair old niosLjuES arid mon'nsledcs — 
there were some bOCI mosques in Delhi .>,< this time, and il cost 
Aurangzeb KX1,00Q rupees a ye.it lo maintain riltin— and he encouraged 
tradition id learning by granting, allowance!; rii pupil.', 



■UjRANGZEB 5 THEOCRATIC regulations are whnl flaw? lie; reign its 
distinctive colouration, but his reforms ui cthei fields are also 
noteworthy. Mughal adnunihlreifoiil 11 ad u-ltapsed during lilt civil War. 
and Local chiefs had laken In collecting cushs.t and tolls as they plerreed 
every high way ,, frnnljer and ferry", says Khali Khan Tins senously 
impede l£ Ir.lde and made Hie price of essential eam modi lies ri-Hu- to 
famine levels AurangV-ch n-nughl ‘ o restore the efficiency r*i 
..idnuniatrahon by iwiumg, snnn after his ficccssiori, erder-. ebolrihiiig a 
Ini'ge number (eighty, according lo Khali Khanl nr vexalmeis pelb, 
cesses, and forbidding local olficiak from collecting illegal imposts 
Hu also showed Similar concern Jo safeguard tiiU inberesli. ot 
peasants, and gave Jutuiled mstriicticins Ira revenue- of fleers dhaul what 
had -q be dune to promo He agricuhure, to protect cultivators from 
i wp I Dilation hy mid d k-men . as well as about the dugs [*. ■ be taken to 
alleviate the sufferings nf peasants- during natural Calamities Similarly, 
Aorangyeh abandoned ihe pradiw I Ik- emperor t&nhscaiing Llv= 
properly of amir 1 - on iheir dealh "His M.ljesly Forbade the practice 
of escheating to 1 he State the properly of the dead nobles who had left 
behind ihem no debt due to the govern men l. foil he Eu< their heirs 
■-.ucceBd to Iheir Ivgarv ’ -sa\!s Musi aid Khan 

Unifn.mmateJv', few of lhe=a regulations had any practical effect HiS 
orders on illegal cesses, like nimilar order.s bv his piedece^soj^, were 
generally ignored bv local elisets, who ivnutd comply with the- order:- 
onSv it the emperor dispatched mate bearer-, tn enforce hts lial. and 
that too only ns lung as the enfOirLtrs Were .iround ia the regulalmr 
for the aboliildn of meat of Ihe imposls had ho effect, ■" concedes Khali 
Khil'n As fur t-.'-JuMf, Aumng/eh lunisefi oflun vinfJItPd hJS uLudeline, 
because of iuiiincial pressures 

In all ms regnl.itjdnsj inmm end able rai otherw‘ii5e Aurangseh was 
stnclly following Isl.l inic law and r. invention's. He wfcS- in fact so 
heedful of uhsen'ul^ taws and norm, that i! almosl arnounhid tn •> 
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weakness, and lus authority lacked the coercive I error §ti esser.Jinl i, 
maintain law and order and a flmln iafohvu efficiency m the medieval 
slatn Say.? Khali Khan "Ffom reverence (or iht- mrunchnn of the Li- 
he d]d not make u.-n dl' punishment,, -md without punishment th"- 
adminlsL-dbon of a country enrmot bo maintained fJ 

It wns tn a ^nse. the i ulc- of Law under Ayrangzeb Dus however 
was hardlv n po&ttivi quality tn him bul rf lack of vision, an malulm" 
to see beyond the untunt horizon 
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MJRANGZEB HAD MO vision, only ambitir tn; no reach. only grab J I r 
was tin? ieast imaginative.. the least creative of the Of cat Mughak And 
the Lfjhl dynamic He laboured tirelessly, bul was driven by will and 
routine rather than by gen i Life Mo Lather MTughnl am pen r. Wtth the 
possible exception of Aktau. had spent ns much time in liiv battlefield 
or won ns many battles as Aiirn%ieb He pushed lhe Mughal frontiers 
rcltrtbsl to thu ver 1 , ends of the sulxysi tment, making it line most 
tixiensLVL' umpire m Indian history Yet he was a failure, and he- died a 
defeated mnn a tragic, i liruzsit pathetic Jigure In ey-ury ruspecl the reign 
of Aurangzeb marks Hie beginning of the end ot Mughal y.Jnry 

Acrnsnjpzeh s military upemtions fall into I WO nearly equal lulvih 
he ^perit the lust fwurity-three yeare of his reign in north India and Lhe 
jftiKL Ewenty-stx years m the? south Though Iliem were mapr campaigns 
in the south dunng A'tlran^eh's northern phase— his entire tussle with 
Shivaji falls mid that period — I he emperor himself r±nraiiied m tile 
north; similarly,, during his southern phase, the ’wares he had earlier 
launched m the norLll especially I he Rajput wars,, would continue, but 
Aurangreh him self would never cross the Warm ad ,1 again. 



A MAJOR AMD SOMEWHAT exaggerated COncem of Ain'jingZub in 
tile first half of In* reign was the contingency of ,t Fereian invasion of 
India, a menace blip Mughals had had Lo live With, ever since Shah 
Abbas tl drove them put of Kandahar in 1649, During the war of 
SLICObsstOn, Murad ri- whI] as Efim had approached the Shall for 
support, mid though the- Shah did nut get directly involved in Lhc 
eon (Tld.. lit dad alembic- a 30 .ODD strong force in Kandahar to be ready 
for any eventuality, rrnd he did try to Instigate the Shiah kingdoms of 
the Deccan in take advantage of the cavil war to threw oil she Mughal 
yoke. But when Aurangreh emerged is the- dear winner in [he clviJ 
wan Shall Abbas sene him a grand embassy, to convoy his felicitation v 
The visit Of ttie Fere uln .lmbaEsadnr, Eudiicj Beg, m Lhe lumimr gf 
lubl created quite a flu I ter m Del III Furtaahs. were Lhe cultural aristocrats 
of the eastern Muslim world and lhe- Mughiik quite provincial for ill 
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their wraith and power, craved for r*nim approbation The flinbas--id 
Vfas tliLTefnin! accorded ,1 most magnificent reception He w n =. iv^/.p ' 
id the Mugh.il fmnlier by n senior imperial officer, and front . 

Lit one dav's tourney to Delhi, he ivus usccirtud by n Mughal 
With contingent of a tliousand select hon-umen. in the city f 
.1 distance of five JalcimElrcs, soldiers lined the -streets, and "the ijrti-.n "i 
i-treets were decorated with rich stuffs, both m the *hnp$ .m,i al [i’| 
windows, and the .imh.i factor was brought through tlJgm, escorted b 
,1 number of ottjeurs with music drum-., pipes and trumpets On 
entering die tori he was saluted b\ ,iLS the artillery n ie w]ll ,||' 
court was adorned with n thousand marvellous things/ writes Manut 
an eyewitness- " 

Aurangreb wih however ••ipprchersive about what to ex pec i. l? i t j H . 
ambassador To protect Jus dignity igauial possible Persian tnsofena? 
Jil- had bright through ins officers an aagjrauce Emm the ambasKuInr 
lliEii hi? would comply With the Mughal cuslom of silutmg the vmu^m 
^ ho humbly and warning, instead of m the proud Persian 
ii’.iimi i ol standing upright and placing his hinds on dm chr-st Vet the 
ambassador, as he approached the throne, saluted ihe turiperor in the 
i- -T, fashion, upon which four stalwart Mughal officers, spediilly 
as^gnad to meet the contingency, politely hut I irmly took hold of ihr 
mu MNsador and made hull perform the Mughal salute "without form 
orvk.icnce, ns if the-, were Ic.ichmp lum. 1 ' notes ManuctL 

Trie ambassador showed no resentment a\ this He then presented 
^ '. he gte he had tablet from the P« 5 | M mnna.vti- 

,xa t 1 LT Thc W L ' '*"*> though courteous as usual, w ® 
patronizing m Its tone, and it annoyingly referred to his recent triumph 
in Kandahar and the earlier Tarpon toh fit restoring Huinuyun to 

but he kept fJ own counsel. Jd 
aocr n couple of months gave- the Persian envoy leave to return. 
S p Dn bim aim hri entourage fabulous gifts Twn vears later jn 
lh ?/' hi- **t to Pe™ hs mvr, ambassador, Tarhiyt Kliau who 'bore 
^ Q - w V r ^P*»S for the Shall, nearly doubt? of what 

"bout his own victonos The Sink ' ? ^ b ? > - Mnkin « 6 rartdl >' 

'Earbiyai KIuixl wiih . " ' . - v no1 '^pressed ik Rented 

when Ihe ambassador retumed^rilllH Ttil ^ ^ 

letter to Amangiei] #n ea in ihm lu - dinaugb :hiin a blunt rude 

«bdu-. teSirn * ": i ' zim,,id “ ■” w *■« « 

IncompelunE and without 



4:4 



Ml I 1 I j S J. iJJl.S-iH 1 ... 



jr-jiufcus ' Abbas wrote H. taunted AdrflJiglfeb h>r iuS failure to 
Hupp^&HShSvajlh and went ore ' You >tyk ymnbclf ih, c or .|iht..: o) 

I'lk L'ln'o-um- Wilde you have only ronquefud yt w j:i(he) and I •.■■. in- 
eaumd compuhurt. 1 of muld liy the murder ul yofr L -utli. r, you 
iiave abnrdorcc! (lie royal pmc tices. of doing justice arid chanty You 
Ii.wl- failed to ever y uftderinking Ehm required manlintas. 

ihu bhali signed off by vlrluiilly' rb real mini; to invade India 
Thanks to the favour uf Cod am! the Intiuns, u is my nnhirc to rhi-nsh 
diets? who arc cursed, and my ance^ipnt have been the refug*- of ibt 
kings of the world/' he wrote. "Now tM you . are m distress, it is 
,; iy ttiyal ami to go pprecinally (o hidi.i wiLli my mullitiidinnus army 
ni??E you, gjye you every help nnrt elrtanguish Lti" i I ! ■ ■ d!- ■!■'• r 

With the lustre- of my sword so that ^inplc might be deliver* L Hi-’m 
Ltie nppH? 5 sion of Saw less, men, .md jidng my praises M.l> Cod k- r 
ymt safe jmn idst yoiir misforiunf* ' 

TIi? letter was a gauntlci throw rv down, hut Attnangz^b dared not 
pick Lt up , msiteud hi profaned Peisians .orp^- eiEtinfl di-mt-n-. and 
(wbat must have been to Aurfin.gwb ihu ultunat? insult) ■■ hit.: umz)uhm< 
Heretics, hie aisu vented, lie- Lury or. poor Tarbiv -it Kluin— he was 
nL , uspd of hiding in hts mi^iun, denied admission to the court, degraded 
m rank, and packed off to Orissa Hie Sluih's letter intensiti^d 
Aurangv-Ph^ anxieiy about a possible Persian mvasTisi; esp'-willy .- 
there were mmcinrs at ihis time about military preparatiure. m l-Vrsui 
J-l? qoiiltt breath easy -nty when th? pugnacuuts Shah died in : 

J6fi7. Even then, before lie shifted le- the Debfian in lfiiil. Aurang^b 
look the |:)recau tion of securing an Agreement froni the rcj.. r "i Batkb 
in be Vigilant Against any horeiar move Low aids India 

l l-lt fMMEDIA t'E REASON Jpt A n rangzab t" shift his field 01 
LipErabosis to Ihe soulll W'js die rebellion of h:S son ^-kbai L ut r!ier-. 
wan in Aliy case ihe unfinished tusk of subjugaling tlic ManslhnS and 
the Deccan sullanat&. Like hiS predecesstiiH,, Aurang^eb too had 
ravenous bind luinger i t^ 1 was an ’’’insatiahlf hea=i Or prei ■■ ■ ■ 
tviimucri, and points out that "the more urtC diml 5, lh? more ...nc wants 
to drink.'" in thc face of Persian bciiig?jnaice r Aurangzcb uiiEU not 
dream ol a Lcntn* Asian advuniurf There w.w nui even any though! 
of recovering Kandahar Auriulg,'.?b tud so sate ■■!:- lamt hunjyr jo 
India itself. 

Ihon: was hardly anv land lull in norlh India fur Aurangzeb to Intv 
mto Akbor had conquered mod eT HindusUn. ar.d what little was kn 
was mopped up by Jahangir and $hah fob on. -Vuriin gzcb CUiitd nhl-> 
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i’X-piind miD the .MLintli H-: u’lis involved with only ono nia|or CjUr|r?[] 
in Llii 1 no tilt against ihc Raj puls, and tlial yvjn In suppress n ruhri 1 1 |,’ r| 
not lo Conquer new fernlory His other campaigns in tJi l* north ^ . 
remote, mountainous regions, when gains m territory and rt ^p n 
hajdly matched lhc effort and the out of operations 

lhc Muglial campaign in Assam ivi typical of j|g hardships ib$ 
army suffered in ihpimtalri wars A lush lrcipiLT.it vnlloy in the tmok L1 r 
ike mountain*. Assam was the land of the Ahcims, n fierce Mongoloid 
tribe tvhtl h.uj by the mid -uveriteenth century become HlndiiLiiid, ][ ie 
Mughal thrust into Assam had begun during the reign, of Akbttr, whin 
Koch Ehh.ir iCnpch tfehur), nestling against the Himalayas |u^t belov, 
Bhutan, wa* brought tinder Mughal tnjzeraijaty Tram there,, lurning 
ensi .it ilic mountains, ihe Mughak runnosod Kiunmp m dye reign of 
Jahangir, LIhls extend rng the imperial do main up fn lhe Bar Rijy,*r This 
brought I ho Mughal* into conflict with the Attorns, who ruled the land 
■.-.TO .1 the river TIm de.-',uitpr> war that ensued drugged on for twenty- 
nix years, vveLL uHu the reign of Shah- Johan Then for two decades I here 
was peace, but during the Mughal war of succession bolti Koch Bilim 
mid Assam broke feed 

fru:re wos no immediate Mughal response to die rebellion but after 
A urang-zeh EStah&Jwd himself -securely on the throne, he ordered Uw 
Juniln. his governor in. Hen gat, [0 chosbsi? the rebels. In a swift action, Mir 
fumla reLKOUpjcd Korh Bihar, and then swept mlo Assam where tle-CLil 
hi- w.w through the nver-fissured juJngles, scattered the Ahoms, and 
[00k Garlic;, ion the \J10m capital But (litre the MughaEs gat bogged 
down as the monsoon brake over Assam and turned the land into a 
steamy swamp marooning them m isolated outpaa&, when? tliev were 
■,Lily,, ,teil to unrt nutting rightly attacks bv the AWs, who had come 
mt., their own with the reins The Mughal camp, were cut off from 
■‘ ,l h QthcT Lh<? On Lvuie world No supplies readied them not 

•’ lf " r 7 V!: - Anc * Mth Bit rains came epidemics that felled hundred* 
every day But Mir fumfa was equal lo the Crists. Hi- companion ably 
every privation with hi* men. eating what they ale, living 35 
they tiled and kepi .if- their morale and conserved them strength, 

Th Q Siege fay ram lasted k-r six months, from May to November 
’T '? ie r [nl bp ^ began to blow ami 

restore t Fr - i ^ i Dmmu ^ LCatiDT1 between the damps was then 
restored Fresh supply.- arrived. Presently, the Mughals were cm The 

mcjv t a h ani. and llu Am., ms in retreat In the end, Mir Jumla's adamant 

Vm i l Fr ' J ' , ai ini ' ™ d Treated for peace He agreed | 0 pay 
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yVlieil tlli 1 princess., the hostages and ihr IlTSI mstdlbn r •• I B11 
indt-mnlfv arrived, Mir fumbl began an orderly retreat from A- - ;im 

Unfortunately be died on the way, woi ( by ihe campaign, but 

inumphont The peace Hp secured lasted a few years, longer than any 
t CDU ]d jhiive t-x peeled. Then hosUlIBcs broke out again, and (he 
Almni-H drove the Mughals oul of Assam and even captured Gnuhab 
,hu copiial of Kamrvp Tliough a fresh Miiglml campnigr iru d U. 
reitssprl imperial authority in Assam, il was nut .sble tu make any great 
headway and had fwonttwlly to refreai Kamrup and Assam were lost 
[.a ler. when Stuiyisia Khan, Aurang^.ebs maternal Uncle, look over 
tbr . 1 govern o relup nf Bengal, hi restored Mughal Butlionty m Koch 
Bihar but did not attempt to retake Komrup or Assam Irmh ii.i. he 
turned south in launch an ektended campaign 111 pacify SBUth-ejMlem 
Bengali, whLth liad been m Turmoil foe 3 long fimo 

peltaic Jkngat was Mughal India's badlands thi swampy mouth of 
a thousand-headed hydra of a liver, the homi- of tflE cnScudiLj, the tiger 
and the desperado Tlie dregs nf the foreign settlements in India drifted 
mto this tract, which was dominated by flu* r'ortugisBSe and hatf-bn d 
pirates Operating OUl of Chittagong, a port ui the domain of the Magh 
king of Arakah ' Men of ha rd 'hea ft they boash ■ ! among the nu»lv e* 

of having rcnrhecl the none of evil-doing," says Manuro Jiv Ar.tk.ui 
pirates, both M-Igh and Fetinghec. used constanElv to •■■me by ihe 
waler-rmitc and plunder Bengal, " reports Shihabuddin Ahmad I ..L-b 
'‘Ai they cuntinu Fitly practised raids fur ,1 Song tune Bengal daily 
became more and more desolate Not n house was kit inhabited an 
either side of Lbc livens lying Oil Iheir track Hie disTrn ‘ oJ |J,',I;Ij. 
which formerly abounded in house* and tu 111 wiled lielcb- was 

iiW^pt *0 L'tuan WiUt fhuir bncioin of plunder ojilI abdoebun that unnv 
WAS Iff I to tenant any bouse or kindle a light in thal region 

AhliVSSta Khan envied Thi*. chaps RelmildEng Hiv 5 h 1 1 lured .U'd 
demoralised Bengal flotilla, he kundtod a combined Ittni and sea 
operation ngainst Chittagong, routed the ArakanraE i?n land and $rst 
and annexed Chiltagcmg, thus virtually itnding piracy in the region 
As. in live nnith-uaiit, so m the north-west too AurangWb was raced 
with 1 1 major law and order problem, because .if lire lurlvuierc.- ot ihe 
T tirkev lranian moiirUaLn tribe* of eastern Alghaniitan Tnese tribe*, 
called Tathnnr- in Ihe nOrlflt Jiui Ifaitichi* in the south, lived fay war and 
rapine, because their Inlld was loo niggardly and they were m any ease 
too proud and restless- a people' to live b\ humdrum productive .diner 
Fiercely frec-spinted, they forever tougfif iitnon£ tliemselyes *r ?a eged 
their nQighboiriSj, fuiiilling an agmJd cur*# £*ir blessing 1 kid on them 
bv e Piithan Mint, thflt they would be always fro. 1 , blit never united 
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Evury Mughal emperor had despaired about thorn oven Afcbar t- , 
suffered galling rEViip^ at thiuf hand‘d 

Six tilt Lilt 1660 s a couple of Afghan tribes cny&ed Itio Indus n,n j 
occupied the Mughal plaint. closed the Khyber Pass, cut tiff Kahui. 'm'j 
routed the Mughnl expeditionary forces stint n gainst tliem Tlu^, i... , r , 
d.ingeruue dtHmtopmgnl. threatening Mughaj rule Ln Kabul as Hi.. 
Sittwftoo got out of canErol, ttl AuraiLgueb moved to Pekhn'iyiir 
.uid by concern rated effort over the nevl year and a half fLnn.n .! 
managed to pacify Ibc region, hy sawing dissimsipn among the Afghsii 
inbes ["breaking two stones by knocking them together/' ns he put [t ) 
living guncrdii^ subsidies. to those who submitted and battering down 
those who would not 



AMONG THE MAJOR Mughal casualties lo Afghanistan was 
J as waul Singh Raltior of Mapwar, wtm died at Jus command past near 
I be Kfiybcr Pass in Dreember 1 b?K due In ihe seventy of the winter 
The raja left OO hi-cr, as his only wri lagat bingh too bad died m 
Afghanist.m rhe dc-osion about succession in Marwar therefore fell tr. 
Aurangzeb, the overlord of the principality 

Tin.- vacant throne, with no dear ?uccte 5 pr r predictably brought 
Rajput (I'acaousneBs to ihu fore "Because Of rJiL- death of the. Maharaja, 
all the Rajputs nf M, invar, from house to hffcrse were serShidiu, with 
pride mu’ were showing restlKMiEss and readiness to creak- 
i rouble," says rsliwardas j Nagni Brahmin eJirnnidtr of Aurahgzeh 
and ll P la y tc m R-'ijput drama The strongest dai.rn.mt to the 
Mam ar (hrone h '“ lnd ™ a 'hglv a grandson nf Jaswanbs elder brother 
hu! he was not acceptable in most RaUliir* a further compj, rabrin 
' 1 1.1- two iji JiiH'.vands queens were in an advanced Slate ot pregnancy 
nl the time of the raja’s death, so Aurangzeb had to wait for the berth 
111 die babies before deciding On the sulcc-sSloh If a male child WQ£ 
Lnim, ale crown Would naturally go lo him 

Tlii: s,u«OSSlon choice Ulus waited on developments, but Marker 
U..M d not be left without a govenunam Ln the iiitermgnum Lm and 

" , 1 ™ "“Stained revenuu had to be collected Auronezeb 

tnvrefore soon after be hseivEd the news of Jifewant Singh's , loath, 

Sf" tc1 tak ^ t,vpr lhc administration of Manvar Further, he 
z-d sated the personal property of I-want. as 1|„: rajn, a poor man Acer 
owed large sums of money 1,u the Jmpeiwl treojy 
ivere normal, .ssonlial, and perfectly legal ^ 

, )V “I"* 1 * o{ emperors action raised dnubis about 

Whm he really meant to do in Manroi F™ , h ,, L ,, 

SITWar tor one liirng, the top officers, 
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j^x npjjntntrtl in Marw.ir Were all Muslim*, and llivy -at ahmn 
demolishing temple's and building iu< ■• in ihtur place- Aurangzeb 
lumiclf moved to Ajmer a I this tmip r nstEn'.iblv nn a pilgrimage hut 
reatlv to vynith over dev&ttjpnientit in Mnrwjif [| w-a^ m ir tv- wrre 
planning some big move. 

Mean wlltle news reached AunitngzcLi thill faswant ■■ pregnant 
Widows had both delivered sons in Lahipn? The liathrvr 1 . 'hnn : f w 
urpcLl Auiangieb Id nonuria ti A|H one ttl Ihe ons, iv : h;i , •••■ m i 
jaswant To Il'ii-S Aurangzdi rm-’L-d curt.un diffjculbes Ifie child nhx i c-u*. I;. 

. an id not rule, nor could lhi diuntmon gipvi-rnmc nr bn conferred oil Ihe 
.|uenn nr nil any Rathor noble, even ,i- ,i regent Jut tlial was against 
Mughal tradition Aur.i-lg 7 .eh (here fora u-.v m. reason 1.0 retrace the 
lie liad taken 

tin I2lh ApnJ 167b he returned to DcLIn In up Ajmer, w fbjit very day 
imposed |i2y,i Ihmughoul Uw empire. Thi^ dcosjiin, comirg cl os* cm itn Iwb 
ai' the df^treicbi 'll of leim plu“- jH Marwm and ll u iakin^ lh lt of Ll i. gi a ■ -n in i - 1! 
uf Ihe principality, gave ?he impns^ion Ll i.it alt these deed- tverif in scene v. ■■ 
ceirmECtLld and had an omannus common purpose 

What did Atirangzeb want 7 As ,i politic, at move, aggressive act ion 
against Marw.ir did not make -venRE Manvar was a vassal *!aLe. parr 
of |hu empire, and Lts revenues belonged lo tlic fittiperor, SO (here 
was HO HijjnifLLMnt advantage in' impfisttlg direct Muyjhal rule d'-C-r il 
Marwnr wa-z. a poor Slate a good part of H desert, tti- wry name * 
corruption nt rrlrJniWMtr, meaning die kLnd of death. 2 he region had 
sumv commercial importance, ir Ihe maL-l convenient mute between 
Eh; Liu and Ihe DnLreputS of Gujaftt prJ.sred through ai. hut lo this EiH> 
there was no speernt advantage for Aiirjflgzeb In gain bv ruling 
Marwflr directly 

W(? do not know whether Aarnngreb had a tnasler plan fnr Mnrtvnr 
or wKtthtif he wss merely responding pragmatically to an Evolving 
sihiLliLon He. cmlrliE Jiik. predeCEsShrS Jl.id no great regard for the 
Rajputs, Even as a prince hi! had been unfriendly inwards RajpuLi- and 
Shah Jahan had once pulled him up OH Blit The traditional Mughal 
policy, as enunciated by Jahangir, was to avoid the dc-trecbon of tlw 
old ruling families of Iridei as far as possible but Aurang^nb saw Ihe 
Hindu ruya] fsnul® as an impediment to the reaLcrubon of his grand 
dream of Tslamurmg India He seems to liavfl fdt (Jiat u long .15 iht'R 1 
wcte powerfuL Rajput kingdoms oruund, patronizing and promoting 
Hmduism, and serving as symbols of continuing high stature oi 
Hindus, the battle Jgamsl infidelity Would never he wep in India 
Moreover, there was a risk af On. R.iijput StACS lwoomirg Ihe rallying 
nninb of Hindu resistance tn lus policies l* was it-.t rvfun. to Ins 



advantage to discredit and weaken the Rajput rajas. [ n M atWqf h 
an opportunity to do So, 5 " a d 

Aurangieb had never liked jaswunt. and for good Sajin— Lhi? 
had fought against. him .il Dharmal, beto^ed him at Khajvu and jp 
hnd offered lo support Fugitive Dara Moreover, Tas™l Vu* . 
Auiargafb described him in one of his I e Hers, an ‘'infidel wbcU* 
destroyed mtjgqura and built idol tempi® on their bites"' He a „ J5 
■iinLv be happy to see the rumabop of the mja's family 



IN THE FIRST WEEK of June t6?9; a full five months after |rb,wom ^ 
dojth. Auncigzah invested Jndra Singh Kathnr as the ruler of Marwar 
on ,1 payment of 3,6 nulhnn rupees as the succession Fee By rti|s choice 
Aurary«b probably hoped m divide Rajput loyalties riiat dtit nul 
n '.ppeft Indrn Singh had. no support among the Ralhors, so Muehnl 
officers had to he retained m Lhe state to prop him up on the throne 
Mean while, by die and of June, Jasw.mt's widows arrived m Ltd hi L V Lih 
their S-OTIS, ,-nhd the Math or nobles once again pieced fur the recognition 
oi A jit as king. 

Aurangzeh then explained LO them the difficulty rri handing urn 
power in Apt. but agreed to du so when (he child came of ,w and 
nroert-d him lo be brought up ,n the imperial harem According lo 
B whanp«ri, a Bundcfa officer m Lhe MvghaJ service' nntl , 
dironclc-f of Aurang^b's reign, die throne was ottered to Aid on 
condition Lhni b t - become a Muslim — not an improbable manoower 
f v . cn J h e general thrust of Auiangwbfe pedicles and the Fad that he 
* C Bfin ^ u ' 1Gr deputed successions in favour of claimants who 
agreed to become Muslims. He would later make a , simitar offer In 
nahu Shivajis ginni son In any case, Aniangzebfe proposal Lu firm 
up Aj a, the imperial harem was looked on by the Rnthors with deep 
suspiciop The emperor, who seems to be in a hi nous and angry 

She'L l, ? lh ” ’" rmvte ‘ ,( lh “ <****■ Cod fa£U 

" K > «« 

TTi ,rwn - *m m * 

TElisiious und- b ltlc,u S h die issue also had strong 

notei had tVrS *' ?U ' 2! efla,ni an * Braise, ii should be 
T had nev LT shown any fervour to defend their faith ^ Lone as 

wSSTS ; nUwd % «nmvod with (he 

mA m » iumed ii -" ^ ** 
of I hat policy 1-1 ™ :& ™* ptlttC7 i<ithG r oljtl caii bhplicibuns 
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E'Uu Rajputs had Fnr over ii cenlury, I mm the time of Akbnr, 
rmoyed □ rspedial status m the Mughal empire they were vassals nr if * 
ciiipemr yet virtually mdepeiiidtril, an iirrangpmenl that ,d ' Fil'd Rajput 
pnlh' .IH wdl its Mughal prestige This Lullima- was Upiel by Aurangznh 
lr fact, even before his reign, the role of the Rajpuls m, the Mughal 
,. m pnc had been declining because of she induclion nf oilier Indian 
martial communth® Ltla 1 tlic Marath.ir- into Mughal service By the 
., , tm d h.llf of ,Aumng*eb" feign thfia wcil mon Marathas rh.m 
"feLipuLs among Mugjial officers, and the Rajputs had i eased fo f i ■ any 
jpajuf rule m Mughal campaigns Furthermore, AunmgZrb. who Was 
1 1 1, ire J tactiejan than .1 warrior, had little respect tor Ihs valour ot thr 
Ralphs, and scuTped their daredev’tlry ii'- mere fo ilhardiness riii- 
tlajpubi for their part had little regard for Aurimg^b, iind could hardly 
trust him 

hi that eilV'ironmenl iif mutual disErusI iL wad only rmlura! that (lie 
Rathors should suspect Aurajigzeb's mo lives in wanting n- bring up 
A|it m Ins harem. They however Iri^d tp avoid n confmntatfon on the 
iHHue by pfendmg that the baby was loo i ,oung to bv separst&d from hij 
mother Aurangzeb saw Lhe excuse for whol it was, quibbling and 
msubi-irdinaliun, and It got his blond up He ordered hbi officers Lu 
■-fc^i 7.L 1 the queens and ltv-ir sons 

]'he Radioes had anticipated ttlflt move and were prepaid icr It A 
sm.llt contingent ol Ptayputs had already sei a flight plan In mntian bv 
obtaining Lhe prior [n-rmissiDn of tile emperor to ivlum to tlieii hc-mv- 
in Miirwar Meitiwlule Elm Rajputs had obtained two boys of lhe same 
age of the (fapa's dultlren,- Sftys Khafl Khan ' tTigy dressed MP,' of the 
femilie attendants, m the garments of the rams, and felt these 

women and rliu boys Lmdor l he guard m than camp The raids 
disguised as men, wunl ON al nigth in charge of two iru^ly ?ervjnl- 
,md a j^arty nt devoted Raiputs, and made then way With all speed to 
their own country " When the imperial officer;, went In seize lhe 
queens and the princes, the Hajpufe inughl ,3£ if they wan.' indeed 
Lighting Lo defend Lhoir roy.ll family., .irtd many were kLikd 

The siEbstitufe Ajit was. taken to SWipgzeb and was brought up in 
Lhe imperial haranl in the care of Aumngzeb's daughter ZebufiniSA, rie 
was named, significantly, MuharnmnuJ i Rfl^ "Tne two boy> whifJl lhe 
Itajputs carried off were for a Long Lame rejected by AuTodgarb, who 
refused lo acknowledge that they were Lhv sons uf Jaswant.. unlit a I 
doubt was rf moved by (lie Ibina of Chiior, wlw IPaied Ajit S»gh In 
a girl ol his family," says Khafi Klian For long, Aurangzeb -poke ,. F thv 
prince in Marwar its Ajit-i-|-di r lhe duplicate Ajit 

The mail who mastemmuk'd the escapi.- of lha j imcea from Delhi 
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lA.ipi Dnrgiidan Ralhgr h>h of JasW Ant's minielcr Askanm Duryad,,^ 
liltjj; R.ii.i Jat Singli pf Apiber., was act unusual Rajput, who cusnliinEBd 
heroic valour with shrewd diptoiwy and pubtaudifig (wganiaatiDnal 
limits s L i that the Rathor bard would sing, 'Eh miirt put cai r in few 
Duf gates/' wishing every Rajput molher a son like Durgadas With Ajjt 
safely hidden m th« Aravalli JUngt, LJuigndas prepared Id resist (he 
Mughab 



AUpilGZEB NOW ONCE again moved to Aimer and from there 
senl .i strang. force under Ills, son, Prince Alihan lo coerce Minwar f \i 
Akii.Tr advanced the RnlhiS blocked his way, but were routed, and 
die prince untuned [odhpur, the Marwiir capita!, withdui resislahce 
faswarift. widow Ram Haris is I hen said to have Ottered lo destroy ihe 
temples of Marwar u Aurangtfob would recognise Apt l th the rn^n,' m 
Lhv alternative she suggested that Marw ;\t mighi hu token over ns 
Mughal crown land--. Instead, of h.vndjng it over Lo lntir,.i Singh— „t 
plausible offer given the bitter internecine feuds .imnng ihu Rajputs 
Nothing enrol? of tlic- proposal Far a Kmc, \ur,uigzeb seems to have 
considered partitioning the Stale to ‘-nl i*s I y the rival claimants, but taler, 
finding Sudrfl Smgh tneompetent to rule dethroned him, and look over 
tiu- direct administration nl the prmnpdily 

Around the tune that Aurangzcli lightened the screws on Mnrwar. 
lie also pul pressure or. Mpivar, accusing Riinii Raj Singh, Lite aisodiil 
dlieE. Of repairing ihe forhfiralmn*, oi I ' tutor against treaty Icmis 
Furtlier, he demanded ihe payment of pzyii from Mew.ir, and asked Llie 
R L ma to secure the alleged sons r of jaswanl from Manvar, 
mother being a sis-ieKn-law gf R.i| Singh Ttie Ram refused to he 
provoked into a hasty war, lit- offered in cede two or three districts of 
Mewar in commutation nf pzy.i. declared that he was cud supporting 
i he f-dttf nf j an want, and, according tu Khafli EGi.in, "begged Forgiveness 
for his offences’ This mollified Aurongzeb He had. lie believed, 
humbled the Rajputs and won tin? contest in Rajasthan 
He was wrong. Tht? struggle had only just begun 
In Manvar, the Rafhors, though vanquished irt pitched batiks, kepi 
up an obstinate guerrilla war against the Mughals, and in Mewar, Kfll 
Singh reneged on his agreement WLlh Aiming2ub and fled into the 
rnuunttuns to festal the Mughats The Ralhors ,md the Sisodins thus 
made common cause against Lhe Mughals, united in there alarm that 
Aumngzeb meant to exterminate them What followed Was a wdf of 
attrition with no possibility oi .1 final victory for either the R.ijpuH or 
the Mughals There Wits no way thaL (hi" Rajputs could. defeat the 
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Mughats.— they could only ti.ir.iw . therm equally there wa- m w.w that 
tlm MugJiulH could cnj'ih the R.ijpuL • thev could only keep them .it 
^Vhen the Mughab occupied ibi- plains nj Rajasthan the kajpui 
i| lL : mmioi.iinv and thi- ekwr-rl ,snd uifilinmul ihe tight Frii 
Mughoia woo nearly at] the hnlllos but could rv.it Win ifUJ W, sr 

Ihti war went on Ihu Rajputs occupied I he crests of tin- -Y-.r.alti 
lv,Ldgc, from where they could rangv either i .isl ltsio Mi -ai nr tyi J 
mbn Marwai nire.ikmj; in lo cut off Mughal supplies, men^o ihdf 
iiLLtppsts, ftp d OH occasion even Sjttick Akhar ‘ camp The Mughal army 
Ltared not pursue the Riljputh into I he mo.Ulliipns ’Our army is 
mOHOTilesv through fc-.iir. wrote Akhw LO the emperor AllHfijpwb lh- n 
khtfic-d Akbar from Muw.if to Manvar and ordered him to at I ante into 
the hills from the west, while- ITitice Ajjjh was ordered lo advance 
irom Jhr? east, and Prince Mu,i?/am from die north Of those Ifm ■ 
drives, only Akhar vOtlld make any significant gilin, but ?vcn that was 
il n\ to Auninj’ZC'bh saliflJaclion 

Akbar gui as far as De&Un in .Liuill Kafasth an, liut dallied there 
ihsLead d advancing to Kumbha rgnrh. the Jasl sLmnghrdJ of the Hana 
of Mewar He resented being cansUndy badgered by AjinlrtgZelj despite 
tus surcefese* On the cither hand, I tie Rajputs wen ai this time makeng 
],-inch of him. urging hwn to usurp the throne and sal e the empire from 
the morass into which Aumn|zob wm J ragging it Akhar listened and 
m\s templed The Rajput rebellion thus ievebped into it fight fur rh- 
Mughal throne, which in turn dragged AuMngzcb into .1 self-deshucln 
war with the Marathas 
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PRINCE AKBAR EASILY fell Mi the tinjput entfosmeni, Jur what they 
proposed iva* what lie himself was dreaming about to be the gran 
■uniticr ul India, like hh names like anflestOi Hr, Sint Auningzab, wa? 
the true inheritor of the Mughal lejjitocy, the- Rajputs laid him Aurmngiwfc 
Wns an livid! aberration "It you wish that the honour of Hmduslffi 
snLuld, not be totally Lust we clasp ihv -ikirt of your robe and hope fnr 
detivoralire and happiness at your hands,' " Rana Jji Singh of Mkw.-ir 
[son and successor of Rnj Stn^Tl ,i told Akbar The romance of die hofok 
role tli.it the Rajputs offered him Was tomplalion enough for the prince, 
hut there were other oonsiderahoins tno Ho was twenty-three iheti his 
father sixty-three, He knew (Ji.il sooner or Later he would have to slake 
In?. I iir in .1 dead I', struggle for succession sn why nal nniv, when he 
had mighty a]] on hts aide? 

Akharhod always, been a spirited chdd, aggressive p.nd wilful, '.pri 
much Ihu son of his mother the imperious Dilras H.inu Begum, who 
had died soon after giving Inrth to him. Sid, Like- hi-, lutl brother Azam, 
ivns m no particular awe of his baleful fdlhfij and often Sashed a pen I v 
with him Yet Aumngzeb Indulged him Akbar was, hi-- favourite son 
Aurangreb was thunifuuu uicIuivlI to ignore the early warning of 
Afcbar's rebellicn which Pnnce Muazzam conveyed id him, terming if. 
According Id Khah Kran, stiver calumny" AiirangzeL- was 
tmdiaracletiaticaUy trusting; At least. EJiai was the impression hr- gave. 
In any talc, he took nr precaution agamst Akbar, 

The Rijptiti cpnlacted Akbar at I.X&uri through his Frontline 
cotmuancEdr Tafeayyuf Kh-w ,ind assured lum of th^ir support U tw 
dio-.li to r-ebdt Akbar welcomed tine offer. Then, I. iking -1 lesson til 
deceplion from hu, failipj,. he attempted Ed throw Auranjgzeb oil the 
5 *Deni of rebellion. by claiming that he was negotiating the suhrorider of 
ihe- kaipab, and W fluid himself be conducting them 10 Hie emperor to 
wiicit pardon for them But hi- Was unmm lor table with HtC SUbtcrFuge 
ami pre^artly '-t-ood fortJi boldly as □ rebel IVhen, Anraitgzeb wrote Id 
Iwm that he had heard rumour about hri rebellion and wanted to 
know the Lmth, Akbnr WTOk- back impudently that he fold indeed 
rebelled, following, he ■-.ud, the excellent example of Aurangzeh IvimsEii 



Kl?W 1'IJA't nip MJA9DWS rai I 



• | "hi- whole realm was 'lilt'd .11 siring lus tyrannical icts. snoti. 
especially the abrogation <u the light - ind pn i lege liiat hu ■ r-nfJ 
.n-'pstois had conceded 1r- diffgrerll pvCtUm:, ill Hindustan,’ wrnlr 
Vkt?,ir to lus Father, and advised him, according to Mamica to ' rnousil 
|,I^ horiV .ind prepare for ballte, fur hr iAkbarj was coming ■ tr-ughl to 
light hi in personally ” 

Akbar then issued .m edit t deposing Aumng^eb. I,,njr Ulema sn Eu 
pjy legitimized ihu action by decreeing thnl Ayrangzeb had forh-ired 
hi.h right in reign by Jus inFmcbun!- — uf .'ll I lhing5r— of Islnmii 1.iw r Then, 
mu Ufli fauuary 1 631 , Akbar proclaimed htmsclf emperdr, nmt the next 
dev c rL out with his Rajput allies [O confront Am-anj'^i-b. 

His Liiiun^ WHS perfect Aupmgzeb was tht-n .it Ajmer, '-Minu 1711 
JmtiGii north-DflT.1 of \kh,nA position He w.is virluiilly del'i-ncek - 
'All his rebnoe, cau ntmg I lie eunuchs and writers!, did nni exceed 
neveri IN eight Hundred liDr-emeH.' writes Khah Klian ' A gre.1t panic 
foil upon the royal camp, and wild confusion fnltowi.J " Ldawardas 
piygc, iP.l. ctrongtb of Aisrangxeb'.-. rehmaV as *nx nr seven thou^nd. 
which LS riore p.ejnbJLV bul whatever its aclital size, it was insignificant 
tOIrsparcJ Im Akbark army, which included some 30,000 Rajput Veterans 
Victory was in Akbar's grasp, if he hastened to grab d 



AKBAR pH J NOT lia&tcn l-lo saw no need La Having declared tump'll 
emperor, he turned that lie already was the emperor, and so proceeded 
With reg.it ddiberfltiph, L.iking a full [□rtmght to get fo Ajmer, which he 
njutd have readied in less, than half ihai time Thus delay wrecked hi-, 
rhancch. Wllh each passing d.ii his sbcdglh d wind led. as Mughal 
soldiers deserted to the emperor, doubting Akbar's ability lo oust his 
Indomitable I-Ilher, v.'JiiIl: Aiifiirgzobs fiUwigUl daily grew, as, his -oi> 
and gene rab, rushed to him on his. urgent summons Aimmgzeh was 
amazed though pleased, by Akbaris Eardiness. "1 ,im new defenceless 
lilt- young hero has Ijot a Splendid oppartunity Why thon is hu 
delaying' b is at tick?" ' he wondered. 

Manucci &ays Ihnl it AunmgZOb'» maclimntion thal ilelayed 
Akbar by gcltulg aetmiogers to advise the prince to delay hbs □dvani’c 
rhe appearance of a comet at this tune Jlsn caused much tunfusitm 
TLitJ opposing tcin.-LA finally MfTiO fare to fare nn.u DcOrai where 
Auiangueb had wpn a great battle ngiim-.i Dam I v.-m ■--!■■. o wars 
earlier There A urang/i; b s strength wis greatly augmented by llu- 
arrival of Prince Muazxiun With an arm',-, though tor a white Lheru ‘lv. 1 i. 
appriihcn:-icin whi-ther Muazzam meant v supporl or -iK-i^k ihe i-mpcmr 

Awangzcb was ihus nn longer vyinerahJe Hi easy defeat, liul a 
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tuinlc was always n risk Aunmgzeb prefenud to win without foi 
To gfln font obiwtivp, ht- employed his hme-tested ploy of fake 1 ^ 
^"dmg, on the night before tin? scheduled bafoe, 
thanking him for tiuemfr Ely cnUcJLng the ggfftife Jnto qmh . ^ 
dear son. my Courageous son, w[| donu.' wrote Aurane^ "v ’ 
deserve praise and amgratuktar on the wisdom nnd foresight dism j 
by you to entrap the uncultured and barbarous Rajputs " \i'!h 
samu lime r Aupipreb had a letter sent to Tahavvur Khan Akbi - 
rrghi hand man. thrisatnmng that if he dul not surrender bus lvn ’ 
’.vmtld be publicly outraged and lus eons sn!d mto slaverv "it 

or dogs' y flrti |p$gj 

H was a night of storm and mm, perfect for mischief, nnd both nr 
*"""*'* ' HtaMWfnnBly hit Ihci. Nujgu Ulc U»l ,ii„hi Tahavvi,. 
Kha " ’ cnt ' aUns flW'7 111 Aurangtetfs camp. maybe to surrender ,,r 
m.iv JC to take personal revenge on thp emperor but was cut down | u . 

, f,v - L ' 11 S 1 ™ 1 * as rhj - Purpose t ^ hi 5 visit was mil cb.-ir and Ev 
i-'Tijh.-lJ ta remove his Ufa* Mom entermg the royal Lent. AumrJLh'H 
Lcttci to Alcbar fell info the tends of the Rajputs as intended Wn 
D-.iigadj',, who headed fop I&jjpufc army. Went fo Akim's tent around 
mjvlmpjii. io pejdc. clanhcftijiui, he was told that the prince Was sleepum 
-nd could net Lu awakcni.;! Ducgadas then irent for Tahavviir Khan 

T ,h Va M ^^T' 1 tD kJi5ni lluH lhL ' kh ' ;ih whn ™ «« prime mover 
** -^hanr, between 'hr- Rajputs and Akhar had gom- aver lo 

Anrajiga^^d mm tonfimfal die Rajput feam about MuM treachery 

The Jitjput- reared lhal ihuy were m imminent danger □!' 1™ 

l rr ilthlJ 5 ™ r r d t]irep Iht " ni ^ ** Akb * r 

IKY g. Hoped homeward plundering Akter's camp as ik-v W(?n , 
AlfoTr ,l U D f ^ K,1|puL ‘ i Waa fcn0w ^ the Mughal soldiers with 

^UrX 1 "“Vr th ™ **•*■* l ” Aurangl When 

Afc ar rose to make ready for the great attempt it ™ nEfoadv 

md ’ ManUKI ' " ho - - - «rttfc« officer 

Which PnnS^rh Wlt r- 10 lh " dr ' im " ^ Hie mighty for- 

drawn wd ns bi 5 buMfo mn ath * r ' 1he T°5 d ^ ™' 
reports Khafs Khan all S / . completely broken / 

the wake of the Rajputa' ' erw.-nen So he too fleet, follow me 

fatf£sr ” nm l "“'"P h ^ me ulia wM had 

Akbar s full MM, 1 , -ad t !!. ?» «*« ■«««* ZdHonW. 

Emm letter;, in Akhar's tun' f n V ^ ' 4r ' 1 0 '‘lughtar, who ',^is found. 

1 “’ 1 lD ta « ** m nUM with was 
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deprived of her -ilfoiv Alice., Iht property t;m:i vited, ,ih,j she hrrsHf 
cmiflnec* ill thi fort uf Jiafimgarh AkUar's name w.ie the real I nr ordered 
Lu be written -is- 'itbkfr, (worst) and (rchel) in all official papui', 
Uni Akhar htmtvll l^d usi- 4 ipud Hu} was daregertuis Aunmtycb 
lliereforc sent Prince Kfuiif:.-irTi in hnt pumuil >a' Akbm, ordering likn, 
lorurding to M a mice i f "to pursue until he had seized linn " Miiaar^am 
watned Aurang^eb that the chase ought lead in a battle m winch 
Akbar inighi bu killed, to which Aurangznb replied that '‘ever if Akhar 
^ L - j-.l kilk'Ll. it ivould be- wd l h for .i reheUious i-dfi is unworthy in live 
Mojinwlnlt', on the secunt] mghl oi lus jbghl. Akbar ciiught up wifo 
U, e liiitpLits, and they, reali/irg that they had been tricked by Auranigzeb, 
Li>i>k die prun.e under their protection ChJtrgadis w »Ui .i ccmtingent '.if 
50fi horsemen then porsonnlly cscorled Akbar to safety m the Deccan, 
alter n lorULiiiu harrow mg flight lasting nearly fwe months, iivistmg 
and 1 liming to avoid pursuers and the imperi.it pickets Akbar look up 
residence un tile Villnge of Pale lieni' Ciiia iu foe domain fo 5hambhujL. 
Hie Msirotha kmg. and foetc hi kept up a pretence of being emperor, 
hoping Ural MeraLha help would one day turn his dream into reality 
WKnL vvflS dream triT Akhnr was nightmare for Ai I M ng^h . The 
Marathnif had for years dehed Hie Mugheils in th-. Deccan, find now. 
inth Akbar in their midst, chr-ir proymeial Lurbulepc^ could well him 
mtrt a thre.il in I ho very throne of ihe ErriptrQr Auriings^b incrctore 
qufikly in.ide [if-acu with Mewai .ind moved until Hie Deocan At the 
i H inrii- timu he iried in onUce Akbar info hih web "IviY Imlovad -on. 
light ol mv L'yes.. pnrt of mv hurirt, Akbar!'' ho wrote ”1 write to you. 
sweating Lipin l foe word cil Uil 1 Rule I over kings.- nmi lw liod m y 
lyltnesfe lh=it I esteem von and love you more than mv other ions i ou 
were ever nr> soluld- aod Cnnsolation, JJid ^ghteded. my ,if(li-.hant 
when you were preseni ' Aurangieb professed to believe lhal tbe 
prtnee "had rebelled only because thp demoniac Rajputs bad led hum 
astray, and pleaded Witll Jum to relum So foa 'family fold, assuring him 
that lit- would mol be punished 'This inntfliUfKl is not giver sdeEv 
Jrom a desire to see you prescul here, but io obviate your bcin.^ you 
are now, ruined, .sobtaiy, IOSl anil dffiionnu ted" wrote Aumngzeb 
Akbiir knew hit fattier too well in iaIJ Lnfo rht- trap ?fo jeph-.c 
ilefianlty' -Quit die govummelll and I will rule Lhi? Mnudem ob it 
flttglU to be dune Jciume)' fo Mecca During all these years you have 

ruled in grandeur and done wb.ll you p.|e,i5ed. NbW foal foi- rifkldows 
fall, Lt it I Hue to retire nnd begin to can- ror your soul " When 
Aurargzcb renewed hit ptea la Akbtir fo ntlltfli, the pnneo, accarding 
lu M-iriucci. itsHured his fattier Ui«M lie would surely return but with 
sword lti Jtrind. 

4JL7 



n 1 , i n T>ir ro! 1 



Akhar ijQn«ii«l in Hie Deccan For nearly '-t* yua^ rcc?]V 
daily allowance nf 300 rupees from Sliamhhuji. Durgadns ramftined' 
iviih him Ei El ihu prince, having lost all hope of Maratha help ( n 
the throne ejinljajked for Pmw in F'EbriiDry 1687 Ho was recti' '^1 
with royal honours in Porsm, hot the Shah would not accede u< he 
request lor military help, on the ground i Unf, ns he pul il. "To J u Iri 
the lifetime of his father would he against the holy shariah 1 Afclnr 
would 1 1 te m Persia in 3 701 . ihreu years before funs father’s dealli 



A ! THE TIME OP Akbnr's rebellion, tl\d Rama of Mewar y flK ni 
ircnjiulent danger of being crushed by the Mllghab Tin? rebellion 
temporarily eased ihe Mughal pressure on fnm and emboldened him tu 
range out into the Mughal territories in Gujarat ..md Malwa jn Mann ha 
style pillaging raids Eli it these raids were mere bravado gestures 
Mewar was really beaten, its plains entirely occupied by the Mughal* 
even its hill refuges threalened, and the morale of I Is army low lor lack 
ei prevision 1 - Pie Rana was therefore cinxloiis fur peace 

And so Wai Avrwigzeb, Lhoui^li for entirely different dHsons, as his 
attenlinn had shifted from H^asthiin lo lilti Ocean .bo ill June lfig], 
ivlien tJii. Raiua approached Prince Aram to treat for peace, her m? 
honourably received By the peat e agreement Shat was them concluded, 
Muivar reded three districts to ihe Mughal* in lieu of jizya, and the 
emperor m return Confirmed r thu RanaS iincieni privileges' records 
Manucci Three months later Aunmgzeb left Rajasthan for the Deccan 
Aurangiipb s departure for the Deccan saved Marwar from 
annihilation, Flie Rathooi could thus survive, but they could not prevail 
Hie Mughab continued lo occupy the plains of ManVtir, but every ncm 
ami then Ralhor b.mds emerged from the hills nr the desert to harass 
!heni Tumble was the suffering of Hie people of Marwar at ibis time, 
tor .il- the Rajpul bard lamented, 'bwuid and periiknra urn led lo dear 
Itiv land Rajupl furtnries improved only when Durg.xliVj returned to 
Marwar m 16B7, on Akbar s departure from India. Hu brought Allt 
Eungh t'lght veam old them. Out of concealment,, and using him u£- the 
symbol of Kaihdr honour,, gave lot us and direction to Rajput resistance 
. . _ , “ 1E!n 1,von WmL ’ SJWCtaciJjflr ungagcmifaits agamst the 

hut AunmgHib mslored the balance by -ending Shujaet Kluin. 
* equn lo nigadas in ability, as tile governor of Marwar In 

] vl Shujaet Khan negcvtialerj □ settlement with Ihe Ratlines [wills 
c.m.in]c 3 Gr bhwardas Nagar acting as the intermediary) bv which Akb.v’, 

C I J ] "l bCen Mt 111 thG * T^r^das, was sent to 

Aurang/L'b before she attained puberty, four years lafcr, , n 1&9B, a sen 
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t if Akbar in Riiihtir i .ite was also delmued to Aurangzeb Gr.iU'fir] 
Aumngzili then reinstall Drirgadns and Ajit tu irnpen.il favour I h iugh 
M = i rw .il iviis not restored to Ajif — instead iu r was given three parg.vnjis 
m sciullioxn R^aslhnn as his jagir— Ihu jkithurs. w(?pry pi w-n, m > > ptud 
\[ w peacEr Apd, who had recently married, was amoaus tu 'ajtih down 

Mughal-Ralhor hoslihket broke but a gam in 1702, but Flu r, .■, i 
now Enetmn between Apt Singh and Qiirgada: — the baby wham 
Purgadas had hniLiglU aw.iv from Delhi was now twen ly- three i-Har- 
uld .md a houf^hnlder, he Wanted to be his Own man so I hi nwoli 
fizzled out after Ci ample of years In 1711)6,, a few 1 months before 
Aurangrah's death, AjiL Singh and Pur>pdas m n grain to rai^- tlie 
Ratlior standard, and when the emperor died m March 1701" Ajit Singh 
hcildly rode knit) Jodhpur, expelled Lhe Mughal officer Clint md tCKlk 
piS 5 &L'!^ion of hh ancestral capital Thus ■ nded the Ih.rh- .ear Rather 
struggle. Lrt triumph 

The Rajput wars were damaging tu Auiung^cn, luu n U rrpphna; 
llacy .Eld nut hamper Mughal operations btsewhi i- Stlil I hi jjrqtt^nged 
tussle UI Rajasthan damaged maperifil pr, Live' made the- Mui-bal 
highway rnto the Deccan vulnerable, and. more I hart arvl.hmp else,, 
ruptuTcd tile LOimenEreiy produefive Mugh^l-Rajput political partnership, 
thus depriving die emperor of lhe soldiers Sit- needed to win agamst the 
Mikrathas "For this campaign, Aurangzeb put in pledge Hie whole of 
hts : kingdom.' writes Manutn Auiangjatb' could not redeem the pledge 



Chapter Ten 



THE MARATHA 
NEMESIS 



Maratha Beginnings 



iithaNCZEB HAD BEEN h#uy-1hroe years on the throne and ».•>« 

y«» »ge «' lren he 5et 0,11 lrom A i"‘ er lnr ,he not “ T> ln 
S m. Hi would apnl ow» of B» ««» i«« £■&” 

, no b ,], L In the Knahna Rivei, same H® kilomates tram I>lto, wtali, 

l,n ,vnr-rali would advan.ro .1 further rIKI kilometres, in 

Lavvu River and come within sp.tt.ng distance of ll.e land end Only 

then wHinljt tin 3 eighty^vm-giar-oJi3 emperor, bent with ngf but sti 

indefatigable, turn north igain, perhaps dreaming at mtummg 

Delhi He would gel os for os Ahmadnagar, and there finally rest hi? 

weary bones, on 3rd March 17D7. aged eighty-nine. 

When Auiangzcb -iscended the ihrone in t&SE he could hardly 
have imagined that he would spend mere than half hu- reign in th\.- 
Deccan. True, die conquest of the Denari begum by Akbar and ymnued 
earnestly by Shah lahnn. ms unfinished, intorupbed by thenar at 
sunesaidn at the end of Shah JahanA reign, bul ihe hack o\ O-mcu 
nsistnnce had already been broken, -ind it did seem UiBt a dim pu-.i 
by the Mughal provincial governor was -ill that would be 1 ! IJP -'- 
send Lhc effete, i ottering, debauched sultans of Gelconda and kijapur 
tumbling into their graves As for the Martha* they wore ^ W ™ 
more than n peripheral nuisance, apparently well within the Lapadty ■■ 
Ihe local Mughal officers lo dirt with. There did ncii seem lo be ui> 
need for the emperor 1 11 gel involved personally m Ihe Tteeeart 

1-hat was not how h hirried out When the rebel Prince Akhar took 
refuge with the Marthas m 1651, it brought Aunrogzab scurrying into 
the Deccan for Akbar and the Marathas potentiated each other, the 
Marthas as the bow, Akbar as the .mow directs aganrt the pe™ 
of the emperor himself Portunaiely for Auraftgzeb, the AHjar-Maratfia 
alliance did not mold, and -if tor SIX years of gnashing frustration the 
prince sailed away to seek sanctuary m PereuL In the meantime. 
Auraneanb gai#l another of Ills major object, the llMWWhMis or 
Biiapur and GMomda, cffffiLed in 1666 and Ififi? in quick succession. 
Two yoLlT-n later, in 16&9, he captured and executed the Maratha king 
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SH^mbhuji and Lhtusby wiped Ejui brisanizGtt Vfn-iih^ 

A“»p* Ita* in ..n C i*ht-^ n! t J p .^ “ 

■vL'f out Id iccdftiplish ill the Dvopan, 1 be !&d 

Yet he would spend pother pighlot-n ^ the real n f \ lK ]lft 

^ l5ecc “ in ^ ^tentiimblo W qrs-J^ll]in B not sn mud. m ?■? 111 

NLmply 10 iun-iu; packs of failing 

relentlessly They would be In* nemesis bounded h\ m 



IH£ MARATKAS WERE the of the »ji *«, r h 3r ,. H 
tustory moulded over the centuries by their ruceed homr-iJj 
Cvlirafhii countiy stretches norlh^utli down the splni? of Uie W ra i ^ 
t..hjiLs. and L'isiwajd across its mountain nh Sr the Sa t T 

and Ajitrtia hills. In the north the fond has a bnshpn in the Vuldh^ ' i 
• oipur.t ranges and in the west jt is pru^ied hv the A H h, ' ,’ 

£ * e m «* £ into the i z 

Jnd opE „ A w.W, U»«ig ™*y. ft. 

,' by uinumorabli; nvulclt, ond thi? icrrwn, 

hL ' ad p'T cif the topnga, Gad™ ami Bhmia r„ LT , Ttr ’' m 

from in tbPflgraphy, fertility and dimale 

rifim the Verdant coast.il -,trLp on ihu wmi in ,F 

*IA> m TT* h “ 3 *«* 

da ‘ kip njghl, l 

another of a party 1 * ltem me man tai ’ndt nee 

hell", te the ^ 1 * T**™ " f 

U., ghat, culling off the nurtuSig ^ Wilh 

net- grev, there m medley] times ' mt \ n t nso ^ n Sca ™]> r am 

wp H bans haiity mil lob hie, rawfl ; bfl ^ Ltt J? l ‘ ,h ' Vlt ilw iL, F k 
no highway* in Uie Mai'jth, - ' 1 r ‘ ‘ ^ and maize, I here Were 

inouniatns the paths w'Ere So Tirr 110 ? ' ^ * Mt pathii; m Hu- 

- h~* s v km- ";T, Era * w iw - -w 

aesa syas *t 
ssasaJSSrsa «ss '“ - 

the Mirathas ware likf the Wli y bl 5ed af great endurance. 

raaa, mix af lhc MaJhL^TL* ^ Ths 

■ “* llid assume, shuffled and 
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rfl _j nver tho cL-nwnOa bit! Ln i:hajiu:ter nf the p. opk moulded 
il l iiiul hardened by the dlmite. remained the *u*i* 'The 
^''i '' ' . ., K . proud, spirited and warlike, Emteful for favours an I 

111 1f1 ™,r u l for wrongs, seff^ffiring towards suppliants in dm tress 

t0 d&ii) tp any wb0 LrCil[t,d 1h<?m 
,lll r \ 1 . ilu «vertlv-«ntury Climesi j traveller Hsuan r-,.in>s about the 
' v ^ , e (lf ,| ll . Maratha country A thousand yenr? later, Jahangir nnled 
meulblixs- the MarajtfA are "n very hardy w* nf peopJ. who ,i^ 
cr^.it movers of opposition and strife" 



1 1 IE EARLY HISTORY nt the Mamfriu. It obscure, hut tliey were 
predominantly of tlvB sudra (pw.snntj class though later, alter Ihei 
L .h u td ,i puliticiil rule in the Deccan they cJ-nmud to he fcshatnyas- 
■Wiirfinii) and dressed themselves up with pedigrees of appropriate 
irfiLiuleur, with the Bhonsli-. (Shivaji s Jan) specifically claiming descent 
from line Siiddliis of Mew nr TJiu fact however m Hv.i the Mamthjs 
tvt-rc rot even a distinct caste, but esse^iHy a status group, made up 
0 f pjji dividual families Irom different Mahaniditcian casteSr L vho sl -1 
themsetves ap'ipi from others of their common) h by tlw miUtai^ 
political rote they assumed and by the diMiiigutshiiig social ronvundon* 
ihey adopted. 

Whatever their origin, the Mara tit as wen. valued <is soldiers from 
rjirly medieval times, and had probably fouglil on thi sitle 1 I'nLifcesin 
11 in hii war against Harsha in the seventh OQTitury ^CHttewheti' nh'ng 
tliu Wav , maybe after die Muslim at vision of the Deccan U1 thv 
j fin-teen th Ciintury, the Maratlias assumed lha role of mercenary' .soldifiis, 
lighting fur pay and plunder Ah mercenaries then seiW whoever 
employed lliem' fought agamsl whoever they were requited m fight, tn 
pKifessiOttvii disregard of race, religion, ca:-)e Inn and Umih 

They specialized in guerrilta warfare, ill raids, ambushes and mght 
attacks and m lime acquired .i reputation for devifeh mining 
Comparing the Marathas with the Raipuls. Elphinitone, a runeieenih 
centuty historian of India writtei "A Rajput warrior as Long as ho does 
nol dishonotir Ills raco. neems almOSl in, different to Ihi- rr^u!. of .ua 
contest he IS engaged m A Marafha Ihmks of nothing tmi result, 

I [id cares little for Ehe means, if he can attain his btiject For the 
Rajput, war was -in end lit Itself, for ihe Month* it tv«s only a means 
Raiputs played the t>' ™ Mara I bin- played to win 

The Maralhas moved from an auxiliary iruliUiy. rol^ to a mamime 
political role in the Deccan in the- mid-fourteenth centur; r , when the 
newly founded Bahmim Sultanate began resoeialing Lhc local people 
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with their government Muslims L.n India went? css'anilijUjf an Ul j lan 
peop I ■ ■ who haled In serve in the country fndt 1 , especially m tin- | ll)E 
l guntry. w Hip had tp enrol a number ni Mann ha dneft.im, 

-i? teudalonth, to garrison Ihe lull twin Towards the end of the century 
when .1 decade?- Icing Famine in Ihe Deccan virtually depopulated [J^ 
imllying districts of the Bahrmm jjdngdom and ihe ginvemrtient.il 
nta- Im-.L iv then/ collapsed. die Momthas turiher consolidated then 
position by stepping into Lht power vacuum imd seizing j number of 
forte 

Around Ihn- time the Bahiuim iLilhinriLi! itedf disintegrated tn[ ( i 
splinter keiiidnm?, Lind this opened up vast new opportunities toj 
men-i™ TIC'S, ns thf point? of conEhcl multiplied Marathn pdasnnts Ule.n 
began mcreasingly to taka lo soid'ienng a? a far more luctKtVe occupation' 
Ulan farming In (he proem nomc M.iralhn r tm dies, piarbcnJorJy the 
Jjdhevas and tile Bh0n5l.es — Ihe maternal and paternal |,imiLii?s n [ 
Shiviip™- hE/L-euna rich and powerful on plunder and the spoibi of war 
Such WE re the beginning of the Mnratha political ascension 

The Bhoiules were originally Lire headmen of a couple nf villages 
near Time, wfcjfre they had lived for many generations. but Into in I he 
snt teen tit c&uiy (hey moved nnilh to Vimil lor Elur) near Daulatabad 
M.ilaii BhonslCj llu grendl nther ol Shteafi, w.ls ihe first noteworthy 
pn- onag-. of Hie clnri His nne began when he came into possession of 
a comidErahte treasure— "probably by robbery ‘ says Duff— which lie 
claimed ww buried treasure shown io him by hte family deity, Bhavruu 
MaLuji Invested the treasure wisely, to equip a small prrvafe ,irmy of he. 
nwn and io buy from Hu- Sultan of Ahmntfnagar a lordly blit* (Makni 
Rain bhnrY-lei ,md a high rank (commander of 5EXJ0 horse) He also 
for his sort 5hah,i the har'd of Jija Bflj, daughter of Luktiri 
Jadhav*, the mom pruffunenl Mamihn of the turn- Mate]! thus set the 
Bhonsles an the path Id wealth and poyyer 

TTU prevailing political situation m the Dear*, favoured Lhc nse of 
Itie Momthte When Ahmadnagar began to ennoble under the onslnueht 
,;:l a '' J niBny V[, ’ r ' lthE1 C M»™* including Lukhji and Sbahji 

T™ ’ T *? 9t,JF ^ t]l * rotteri RS Srtltaoate; thus expanding 

JlL.r mvn political role bhahjl himself Was however a minor j'lgur e at 

h H h " iT™ - ™ m ” ti ttl ' iri M poking Eitde 

^uthZr L —tr,ll villages. Iw « ,, 0t , Vui men[milLd ‘ n Q 

m leadership eamc- when Malik Amber died 

m .-_l, and plunged Ahmednagaf m j 0 turihcr h . , H h d h 1hen 

become qinte a prompt % ure, P n« emnigh to receive Z 
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in singly high rank of SlWO horse from the Mughal? when he, along 
5U |h tiiv ^adhavnEij defected to them for a while in 1630 Shnhji however 
^nnuried With the Muyliab only for a coup]? of yiMrs, then returned lo 
Mmi uSn i ( j,.ir ivliere he sei/vd an extensive territory 3 round Na^lnk 
ir ,| liLon-ir, c -ct up Ills, own puppet sultan — Murtnm r a Ei j n-yea r-uld- 
]i|]t| D | | |- 1C Ahmadnagar royal family — and ns-,urried the roEe Oi a dt 

facto monarch 

In^ was m 1633 Shnhji's move had the support of Biraptir, which 
iitiE/iled to prop up Ahmaeinagnr as j bulwark against Ihe Mughal push 
mjo t hi. LVn.an For three years 5hah]i reigned from Junnitr in royal 
lv- Luit when Bijapur ^ubmittL'd to bhah jshon in Tfi36. did Shah|L 
handing over Murlnza to the Mughal? Shrthji then eniored Lhe Bijapur 
wrvue, and was assigned (o ETnrnalaka 



PENINSULAR INDIA EOLITH ol Hit Knnhna River, constituting the 
modem scales of Kama taka and Tamil Nadu, had been al this time- m 
n state of chiLOt for some seven decades following (lie cnl lapse of the 
Vijfiyajuigar empire ufh/r ilae battle ot falikota ui 156? The Naynks— 
the provincial chief? nf VL[ayaitjgar who had become virtually 
independent — contmuaLly fought among themivLves as well ns agam^f 
SrL Ranga Eayal of Cbandragiri, the Just uf Uit Vi|ayanagar monarch.? . 
who struggled futilnly to Lis^crr hL? suzerainty In those internecine 
clashes, as well as in the various- succession disputes, Lhir Nayaks and 
the Rayal oflcn Sought the intervention of the Dccran ?u[tans, parbcnlnrly 
of the Sultan of Bifapur "Thu old kings of this country appear, by iheu 
jealousies and imprudent actiun, to invite the conquest of onlin? India 
by thu Muslims," nolcd Antome di. Proenm a jenuit rrussianari m 
lirachirappalli 

The interveners predictably turned invaders The local rulers 
crippled by civil war, could offer hardly any resistance Yet it took over 
seventy yean, fur the victors of Liliknta to mop up (lie fragments of : tie 
Vijayanagar empnv This Was because the Deccan fiultanattt Weru 
themselve? engaged in intram ur-'if wars at thii tunc-, and Ivere 
furthermore- transfixed by ihe Mughal spectre that had suddenh, Eonmcd 
over the VjndhyaS. By 1377, a mere dozen ycare alter die battle ni 
Tab kola, Akhar had stormed inlc die Dccc.rn, Subjugating Khancksh 
Though tor several decades after that the Mllgtl.lls applied only 
haphazard pressure on the Deccan, the- sultans dnsed not go ridvtnluring 
southward when their own survival ivan undor threat rrnm the north 

In 1636, WLth the accord reache d hoi ween Shah Jalum and 
Muhammad Adil Shah »E Bijapiir, one phase of the Mughal campaign 
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in the Dace an t?ndud For the next twenty years then* was pr Wi ,1 
tiie Mughals. and lL was during this time ihiit Bijapiir and Golegtid 
annexed the domains of die NayaH partitioning the trad in 
proportion of 2.\ between ihe-m It was a. Jdfcs^ejy conquest Setting am 
ui the autumn of ovary yuar, the Decani forces pushed their frontiers 
southward in nleady annual increments, always returning home before 
the onset of tile monsoon 

These wiithem wars, though they happened to he between Muslim 
and Hutdu niters, were by no means Hmdu-Musiim wars. They were 
wars for land and power. Religion was hardly a factor, There were 
Mtuiy Muslim soldiers and several Muslim captains m the Hindu 
armies, and, among Lhe invaders were numerous Hindu soldiers and 
several Hindu captains 

rhe most prominent Hmdu officer in the Bijapur army was £bah|i 
who served the sultanate Fora quarter oF a century, irnni l bib till hts 
death m tHri Though he was only the third m the chain of command 
m the Bijapur army m Karnataka, and it was. only towards die end of 
his life that he rose to be second in command, he was rievcrlhcless ,1 
highly valued oFficer, who Was addressed by Adli Shah M "mir son 
Shah] I Bhunsle, the piitlar of our Stale. 1 When Bangalore was taken by 
Lhe Hifiipuris in Ibid, Stiahji w,i5 pul in charge of lhe administration oe 
that important dcstncl. But his career received a serious ^uLbark in mid- 
3£4H, during the Bijapuri siege of Ginger:, when he was abruptly 
arrested, taken so Bijapur, and kepi in CQAflnciJien t fur some ten 

Feu' masons lor Shahji's Jail from favour are not dear it could be 
ih. 1 1 lie was enqueuing with the local rajas or with Golcjgida. Ho aliu 
Seems to have been tardy in obeying royal Commands, winch raised 
a "°“ 1 hlfi |,, '-nJty. especial!) because his lefiraged son Shwni 
W. 1 E rn rebellion against Bijapiir at this time ShivAjf* conduct data not 
1 C.WUVU 1 - seem to have been the .sole or even the primary reason for 
51101,15 fail among the conditions lor 5hahji r s release there was only 
one that concerned Shjvaji, thai he should surrender the fort of Sinhgarh 
^ : lir ' 1 '- w J lle other sons were required to Sender 

SSr' /h , K "" fc,rp ! Kl “ a| al<* W|® these forts were 
■ rendered, Shahji yu released from (onfinemenl. presented .1 robe af 
henenr end iworcd t0 his prcv.oe-, pos.hnr, 

Jrnuip. [hough he sunendered Emhgjih ,, 5 instructed bv Shdui. 

SteSS r’ * * “T* "“»* <* h.rsL^X 

3S?|to2SlSr r “ ' 1S * h6 ““e 1 '' 11 Decree. Thai .veined 

3 be ’1 *hT T lh “ h» ether sens 

be jeepentaed by Shr|, Add S fflh heard of these anidelfe 
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s.rp.1 Shahir "Thu faulty of Shivaji will not be Lid upon you, 
**■ In* rmpuied » tun, only . there will be no 

^ K n ; J dB priViilipn in your tank and ficls/ r he wrote Ln a letter to 

chi Hi dated 26lh May 

^ shihii thus continued in royal favour till his death *ix yearn later. 

j^vlntv but long before Shabji's death, ifu? focus of the Mamttia 
J^t'-.n bad Rifled fiotn Karnataka to Maharashtra, and from Shahjj to 

Shivaji. 



m 



Enter Shiva ji 



THERE ARE NO contemporary records of ShivnjL's 1 birth, I h- ^j gsl 
accfuml being of 150 years later hut Jl it generally bdluved that 
bom tin Iilh April 1627 , in the hill fort of ShlVnerJ ut the VVteSfem Ghat 
.ihnul a hundred kilometres east of Bare bay The child was namel 
Shiva after the Local goddess Shiva Bai to whom jij a U njj fas menhn- 
had prayed for Lhe boon of a son 

H ' M had s*™™ 1 ether sons bum to hex L?elort Sh'ivQji, but only 
Shambhujk lhe oldest, had survived, so shu was teen to have another 
son h might be also that., by having a young sun, she hoped to revive 
ner husband's flagging affection fur her This hope was not fulfilled fa 
feet political ai well as personal factors turtlier estranged the couple 
bhalij, and the Jadhavs (Jjja Ifai's dan) bad become adveraries at this 
Ltnc with Shabji oppasmg the Mughal* and the Jadhavas servlnn 
ii-T-re besides, Shidiji had taken a young second ivife. Tuba Bat of ih>- 

MotlltLi dan ; ,SllJ Jt stie who thereafter deebmpamed him on bis 
uampaigos I liter, when Shflhp took up service in Karnataka, |L was 
tuKa Bai who moved m with him. 

,h J? ^ f nd f IV,Sji WeT0 ic0 Mlijld Maharashtra., m Rune, where 
1 ■' ) ^ , ahni1 ' ' fln y-^> Ln thi ' mansion built for them by 

Dad '^ Ktmdadsve, the guardian tg whom Shahji had entrusted their 

E£F5T fa t 
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, a u.ftjDpd nreher and marksman, a superb hwseman- There 
|v^ nothing that lie could not do belter than mm 

± mMY S C A REEK BEGAN conventionally enough For a Maralhn 
;,H h rdlE y marauding ■'‘From about his sixteenth vear. hn began in 
recite with pernors of lawless habits, and to talk of becoming an 
^dependent Poly-gar (chief tain)," writes Duff That troubled Dadiji, 
^v)io viewed tils escapades as unbecoming to thu son of a great ituef. 

■ nd feared that they would min the family. It troubled Shahji loo, and 
ii.e summon, nd Shivap and Jija Bai to Bangalore presumably fa chaslm 
-■hi v+ip.. hut wiib little effect 

5Juva|i was? only around sixteen l hen, nnd could hardly be termed 
a rebel, liw activities were an annoyance to his father, but not something 
with which the suJlan had to be concerned. His career however .wsumed 
.m .iltogether different aspect in thn nrxt few years Around 164b he 
began capturing lhe bill forts around Pune, mostly by stratagem, 
sometimes by i farming Success conferred respectability on hire, and 
even Dadfeji/who had initially disapproved his raids, is said to have m 
LLie end, just before hi* death in lfel7, birred Shivaji, enjoining him to 
"protect Aram ins, kine, nnd cultivators; to preserve Lhe temples of lhe 
Hindoos from violation'', according fa Duff 

Sfav-apN early campaigns did not involve my direct confrontation 
with Bijapun forces, fur lhe hit! ferb were mostly held by Maralha 
dvi-Mins, and they .were his first victims Adil Shah therefore overlooked 
ShivajL's raLds for qihle a while. Moreover, the sUlLan ivas nt thal Hmu 
preoccupied With the invasion of KfliTialnka, a region ihat WAS far more 
ireportani to hum than tlie hill country wboce ihrviiji operated Besides. 
Fihi vn|l had taken care to write Id Adil Bhah that he WlLE, capturing the 
farts on the sultans behalf, to control the turbulent region effectively 
and tli us to boeve him better; be twen offered Lo remit to the rcw.ii 
treasury □ higher revenue than bad been realized from that region till 
then. Such were Shlvufi's profession 

>rie, actions revealed quite another intent He is said tc have found 
□raund ibis time li (reason? Ol buried gold id Lhe rums Ol a fort. Just as 
his grandfather is once said \o have found buried gold in a field, both 
attributing (ha boon io the favour of goddess Bhavam, lhe famil deity 
!^hiva)j, again like Jus grandfather, used the treasure Wisely 'o budd up 
his military power He now constructed a fort for hiniseli, assumed the 
pcisture af an Independent chieftain, and adopted a new *eal which 
ornudly prociolmed "This seal of Shiva [non of Shah i, times forth for 
the welfare Cli the people and II Dltasil ! « tommamJ merrasing jr^srpecs 
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imm lire universe like the firfrl phase vi the moom." Hu namuri u 
Kaigarh, Royal Fori, ™* 

WJl#n Adl] S 1 ™ 31 c Mne id know of these developments he fn . K . 
[hf construction of the fort and Nummorted Shahii m wh.mi n, h , B 
“ still dnosHv Mongul, to tu-cun, tor his Jk? £&£S* 
I aimed Ihat Shivaji had not consulted him. and that In? Vra v " ? 
in rebel Linn agalnsl him as against the King's govei™j En [* , 
lik,h ,,, the truth, forShivo,! had by then stopped S 
to his father sayinp lhat his poor lands in Maharashtra produced T 
.orpi,,:. and advising his father '"to depend cm h 5 , m0 iv 4^ 
fcmk pivm niis m Lieu Carnatic"'. Nevertheless Shifort was 

BlDU f h - W WLI >‘ llho l5tJ l r and P^haps more weighty reasons for hk 
■3 J l cs L and was kept in confinement, in fojapur for some months Dial 
forced Sluvaji to lie low for a while 

For about yarn from 164^ to iese, Shivaji Was relatively 
quiet In 165fi he struck again. His iirat larget was Javlj m 
Mnhahalushwflf Range- south of Pune There was no provocatiop for (he 
asgressmn other than that the Mores, who ruled Javli, stood in the way 
s ^* v *Jii wuflward expansion 5Jm-ap tried persuasion to ™ t J[ 
More, ta ally with him. hut felling m that. and the Mores tS S 
- Tong to he attacked openly, he seized the fort hy having the before 
rnemfeer, ol die family slam hy a bmhmin agent during a pretended 

ressKEr rt&j? ^Sr«g 

5SSE2?*- * — - 

&J!%r2p sss ^ 

who Men lh, MugSi! noBranr™ 4 rf V “? A ’‘ ra n S zet>. 
great slaughter. 41 ol the Useear, rooted Sh.vapr Wlt h 

"wasrut* tft. otlUs^ abvK . b , a ^' a " 1Jl n*™»" h> 

them to the ettatsme". slufe JkJ ,p .“ ’ vl<h “ ll< P l,y - 3,113 ptondenng 
Mughal army, reluctant to m!e ■ ,h ° hlmsel1 nnjy tiopuse tho 

And W % Bijapur submitted ,0 
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, prince in feigned humility m tre R forgiveness for hi* tran&greatofts 
ipr utilising id remain failh/ul ever after. He also serf Ft couple of 
'^Lsslmis lo p^sd his case with the prince. request mg thal hr hu 
■ rtf i mii rd in the possession of Ins ancestral estates, and offering in 
wtum to send a contingent of "500 expert suldieni" ' to help the prince 
mil the throne. "1 shall myself join I he imperial officers in protecting 
u boundaries of the imperial do minion? and prevent disturbances 
lra(n any source Hiking place there, ' he promised loftily* 

ThkWilfi hardly a credible offer from one who, i'fnm the Mughal 
_, ;Hr u 0 ( v iuw . Was the chiel disturber of pence in ihr Deccan Bui 
Lrangzeb, preoccupied Wtlli Hie succ^ion struggle and badly needing 
' „ H t on Ills Hnulhem fronl, responded conciliating]* From Borhanpur, 
,., n hls way to Agra, he wrote lo Shiv#fi 'Although your offences an- 
too many Lind too grave hi merit pardon, yet as you are professing an 
intention to render loyalty and service to mo and showing penitence 
.1 nd ,i ^-nse of thame for your past misdeeds, 1 -i raw the pen of pardon 
tlirough I he pages id your crimes but on condition of vour remaining 
firm in obedience and service m future ' Later, after his accession 
Aurangviib wrote again to Shivaji from Delhi, sending him a mbs of 
honaur And exhorting him til remain loyal 

AH that was pretuiue, on the part ol Shiyaji ns well Aur.ingzeb 
Neither trusted the other A«Of#ig in Inayaf Khan, ten oul of tire 
forty frsrfc. of tiie former kingdom of Ahuiednagar L-.ere in the possession 
Df Shtvaji, which gave hk dupredalian* .» pnienhal which the Mughafe 
could not Ignore Tire mountain ml" fas Aurang^b calfed Shi-vajiJ 
would continue in rubble at foe Mughal behemoth Aurongzeb tvas 
Lveti aware of that hav-ird. -so Ire, before he EeEi the Deccan, had 
cautioned his ofltceis to he vigitaixt againsl ?hivaji. warning them foal 
-the son ul A dog IS wailing for lus opportunity" Further, 'varangzeb 
nd vised Add Shall that if he intended In give any fief m Bhlvaji, u> give 
H only "m the Kamaiak far from I he imperial domuunns, so th.it hs 
mav not disturb tliem" 

Slitva.il on his part realized foal to make any gam at all Against ihc 
Mughals, or even agamst Bipapur, he had to build up his almngfo 
considerably, and he [nlioured tirelessly tu revamp hk admin Litmlior. 
augment hfs finances and build up Ins army He look special care to 
expand Ins cavahy, which was ewiml for any serious military amle»h 
hr i-ven acquired a number oi naval veseb, so lie could scour Eire sea 
.if. well as foe Land- 

Shiv,i|i foen pushed mta the Knnknn. foe Maratha counby between 
iht ghats and the- sea, bringing foe entire norfoum Konkin, sihitchtTlg 
some 14Q kifomelres Irom Bhnyandi lo Mah.id, under I'u- rule And 
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wiLh Ehiit. the Marathi stole might be said to have come in in existent 
I he ■' mountain rat" had. Iransforeied hirnsoll! into n Li^or. 



THIS TRANSFORMATION BROUGHT Adit Shah into action ^\ VM 
5 b]-va|L The sultan had Mil then left rt In his local officer* to deal 
bhivati, hut now. acknowledging the gravity of iho threat that Shivaii 
posed, he sen( Afeail Khan, one of hi s tup generic, against Shitnij 
confronlirijg him for; (he tarsi time with the organized might of the slate 
A ■ l Liu khan ril tlie head oi .■ -dre-ng cavalry force stormed north inlo 
Maratha country, Shhaji hastily retreated to the hill fort of Pmtapgarh 
u^Hli the khan ui hot punuus Shivaji's position .it this paini sqn'mrd 
hopeless, and many urged him in *ue for peace Shivajt would not hear 
of 11 He claimed iliot gmidess Bhavani Eiad, m a vision, assured him of 
victory 

Shiv.in Was rwourc|gl enough t D make ttie promise of that 
opportune vision COtne trim He had a plan As nn open mg gambit he 
p .hi tended to cower before the Pippur! advance, say mg dial he dared 
nnt oppose a genera] of die stahire n| Afcal kJum He offered m 
surrender provided his pardon wns assured It seemed a credible 
proposal m A (sal khan, given (he known poor morale uf the Marathiin 
!>il- Klun then sent an envoy, a brahmin named Cop mat] i la asbure 
bhivaiL that lie (AfreJ Khan], as a close Eritmd of Shahjt, hiid only 

hj 1 1 v ,i| L £,noil .1 1 heart, and would therefore endeavour lo serure him 
the favour Ilf Adit 5 hnh 

Tl’.e arrival oi Coplnath Was a lucky break for Hnvaii The envoy 
wui:- corniphhlc and Shiyfljl I, -d hltte difficulty ,n turning him ipfe , r , 
.iLLompluo. by appealing to his religion* ^ntimeot ami pondering to 
U j :- eupid'ty Vising Gopifiath SKE^y nt nighf, Sbxvafi dflhned that all 
■mt h, had don,. w a5 „ n, B buhesr of gnctdcSs Hh.iVam to protect 
J-Ln.ui-.I" and hr plea (fed with the envoy. fl .y a brahmin, to help him 
That appeal w„, particularly effective at this tun*. a* Afiial Khan ,n an 
leonpcla^ijr finzy unusual m the Deccan, had, during his mA 

pSdh^u?^ T a!ttl ; 1 rllirTlb£ ' r ni H * du holy places, including 
JJT; ^ nni -' T Kd Ptfp“rtage cent re in Maharashtra Gnpinath 
was therefore lo S|uv,|,*s Boltin r. c^aallv i, Shival 

ZZTSzt 111 f '"" 1 - L '“ - <«..-S4htaS 

hatched a n|„t to entice Afail S ^ m Jnd 

to o° B mi ' etin « ' lnd 'issiiEsiniUu him 

Willi annietv am|" could ea&dv h.^r- _ ,Bp ° r ' ed ^ l&ivsg wo* plaiting 
coiuu easily L u persuaded lo give himself up L f the 
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,., . n vVOL ,]d meet Juju and assure hrm of proteebon Untuspeotinft and 
n my case overconfident, rhe Khan readily agreed Id the suggestion, 
11 sluvnji cJvdsu thi' crest of -a hillock below his iort as the venue lor 
|hi , TinelfV, and there erectod n magnifkuntly fumiih^d pavilion to 
indulge the Klinn ■’ vanitj Hu also had tlie cut down lo dear i 

[a die venufl, to ensure that thu Khan would arrive only by I he 
that suited bhivaji On the night before the meeting 5 hiva]i 
secretly s«iit a contingent of Mbrattjs infantry to hide in the jungle daee 
tl> the meeting rtte and another contingent much larger, tu miium: 
ji 5 e[|f near Khan's camp 

The meeting was arranged (or the afternoon of Thursday itth 
hToyember Lh 5 L f Afeal Klion 5 ft mu for ihe venue witli JL ruLuiue of 
15{K) urciDps, hut the soldu?TS were, on the pEua ul Copinath, halted 
EOfru- distance from the venue -m order not to alarm Shivaji , said 
Gnpinafh, Aiial Khan Lhen proceeded to the pavilion in j palanquin 
without armour, dressed in a thin muslui ganuent, attended, as had 
been agreed, by □ Binglu armed bodyguard, a renowned swordsman 
named Say V id Banda The Khan himriE."] f v-ai; untied, fl> usual, with i 
swond, but his moDd was, relaxed He suspected nn foul plav He 
wiuied ui (Jm pavilion, says Mnnuca, building, I fancy, many castJe c - 
in the air 1 " 

Meanwhile Shivsfi nmerge-d from Lhv fort, after prostrating himsHf 
before his mother Jlnd receiving her blessing He too W 15 dressed 
Slllt.lhlv — fnr his purpose Hf wore fl steel cap under his harbor -Lid 
lii.im armour under bis cotton gown, a vicious crooked dagger called 
forodmn (scorpion) was coucs tiled m Ills right sleeve, -.nd on his l j -dt 
hand was fixed the ncitunuus Maralha weapon nMgttstfk (tiger claws) 
Sle^l i,law£, attached lo the Eland ivj(h rings and kept cancEOletf bv 
•.losing the hand. 

From dm pjvjJioci At^al Khan tuuld see hhivap approaching -viih 
seeming timidity, apparently; unaniiL-d, os required '-.i a surrendering 
rebel, acmmpanaed by one armed bodyguard .^Shivaji began to adv^iipce, 
b^iving again and again, as if he was petitioning for a good reccptioc 
and was in a state of apprehenrtprij" soys Marucci. When he approached 
ihe pavilion, AI'jhiI Khan's guard moved a lew paces sv, v, and Shr -111 ■■ 
guard tnci stopped a I the ^arrte d i?tarvrc Thu Khari, 'a tall man v c ry 
corpulent", a* Manuccj describes him, was supremely confidfUl, and 
had na Linxjcty at all m ccnfronlmg the duninutive Shivaji 

As Shn'.iil entered ihe pavilion, Afjj.il Kliun rose and. .id van, jng .i 
few steps, clasped him Lf, i bear-hug- niss was Shu jji's □pportumtj 1 
Instantly IIP opened Elis diwi'd Kami ar.J Ion: into the KJian"=. ample 
abdomen SLfltIM, the Khan released Shiva)! and sprang back, crying 
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treachery and drawing Ins sword- M Sbivnji launched at him a^\n tU 
Klvnn Hiv tins him with tin- Wind, but tin Mow id I hannk^lu 

» undLiLlsc dang Against Shivii|i '■ hidden armour and Shivaji foiled hi 1 
h plunging lh«? scorpion dagger into him By then Snyyid Banda |J! 
rushed, in but Sluvnji, who had wrested the sword hum the Kh'.^i 
]um down with the hd r of his own guard During the mulee [J 
Kh.ms bearer* pul him ill his palanquin -md tried to tear hm JV ,, r J' 
hut were intercepted by the Marathte hiding along die path T]xuv t \,t 
off Ateat Khrm's head ,ind carried it to ciie fnrt. 

Sim , 1 |L too luirnud bock into the forty iUid ordered ,1 blast of horn 
to be sounded, 10 signal his hidden soldtera io fall upon Af/.al Khan . 
retinue Soon alter at the sound oi five salvos from she- fort's caimans’ 
Mtothttr signal llie Marathon near Lht main BJjjapuri ,. am p poLinml Qn 
Hie unwary enemy And scattered I hem A large number of harem,. Sd me 

’■‘li-piliintH arid canids, and a viLSt treasure fell to ShlVM All [J u - onemy 

wha surrairftawl *«*<? spared, and many Marathu soldiers in the 
Lltjapur army entered Sluvap 5 service His own soldier.* wild were 
WLhmdcd in the .skirmish were honoured hy bluvaji with "bmcelds 
necklaces, dlatns pf gold and silver, and clothe* ' . [winch] were 

presented with much ceremony;" says Duff 

There is a different Vureinn of whal happened at the meeting 
between AfzoJ Khan and Shivaji, which states that the Khan pinioned 
Shivaji iii 1^ iron embrace ,md tried to stab him with a dagger, and 
thfl Shlvaji acted in self-defence Afzal Khan was certajfitv Capable nf 
^UCJI pertidv, and hart in fart once murdered the reia of Sara when he 
™ mL ‘ c ' llt ? f hLS ic ' ^render to hiin ShVy^fi iliorefoie had good 

l ° fu f r l n Ul t iy fmm th " Khm Uui is nn evidence ihat 
LiiL- KKan actually plaiuieg treachery Against Shiva#. Wllat is certain is 
that SIhvlijl executed a Mre/uilv plotted assaiijiHDon. 

I ' |UJ K | l ' lrt d P |1Jude lumed the thi rty-twp-year-n Jd shivaii mta 
u™ r.T , " Q, 5 e LllT * “VP* Sh* hinrf 

totatSSrfh- i ma - ' hl " va f "ft but only tnuponnly. 
■r,. H. V ?^h. r T.’"" ,ft " ,!l ““S h He took, cn iW-r to 

Ari.und 16h] Adil Shah, u nary D f skjrmjslijnj; with Shtvau ml 

MKflKrsrs ^ hro r ’»"* £ ™ 5rs s 

S«d»h,n ! V f r " an ' 1 “»»• «t»ve Patton,, had 
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him clismd'dfL^ ,1lld lur- pfllanqum to escort lum And 

, riMthcnK l ^ 1( - ^ frt sltS *^ Iri r« ! ip c, ctfol atierdonce on hr father Jill 
I., Wil ^ ritpeatfldly commanded by Shaliji tri stl down. Whatever 
bi 1 1 rr nu:^ Hiare bad once beim bL-twaun faihur and 'wm was now gone. 
Shiil 1 ! 1 ibnugJi himself a Luy.il servant of Bijapur, was proud of rlir- 
r^jiL’l son of hii. and Sliivjji now, unlike in his lurbuJenl youlhj w,is 
rereptivE lo his father's advice bn it win with, 5luv-aji'.s promise nl 
Inydiy to Adit Shah thal Shahji returned to Bi|.ipur uf trr a few weeks 
t^jvaji kept h i f. ivord and remained at peaici? v.'irji Bijap-utr from ih-.-n nn 
Li] Shahjt 's dcMih in 1 

j| ,j peace of mu L ifu I corivenJeDo ■ Shivapi v. as glad rn malice 
^acc with Bijapur, fur n great new menace now llirealLnuJ him from 
tin north in tfie person nf Shay is ta Khan, Auranp^eh's uncle met Un.- 
pjeniicr noble nf the Mughal efenpire BijapUf I'e4^ wanted j^eaci? with 
Slnvapi, far il wj:, ui its interest to shore him up a-, ,i defend ,igaire-r 
die advancing Mughal tide So Add Shah, although he ki?pt up a 
pretence of campaigning a^ainsl Shivaji ui concert will Shayi^t.i KJian 
entered into n secref pad with Bhivaii. by which he acqtitescrd in 
SiiivAjl's agjp'-uvtiuni ugauist liie «mi-uittependesil iull laidaloms in 
the outlying provinces m Bifapor. while Shrvnji agreed nnt t... rr:rrjr^.t 
ihe central pruvircei under the sultymS .Ijt^i mte 

ShiVflJl was now the master at fairly extab£ive terrilapy shartefung n 
couple of hundred kilumelres. and lie had an amn some- 7,000 horse 
arid n large infantry 'ITie pact with Bsjapur confirmed has ^Inturc ,ii u 
pKCflni power He WAS no longer a mere predlitec ur rebel, but an ally 
of Fijcipiif 



tHlV A]['S NEW STATUKF brought him new pcxib; As a territorial 
power, he eiuv. sIuolI Ju the way el the HOuftnyard explrnsLon of ihe 
Mughal empire Thu?., and 5hn.i|i P s practice uf pillaging the Mughal 
Decc,in r brought the Mugll.lls lieanng down on him, with AurangTeh 
sending Shayista fchnn to I he Daccon a.h gnvi-mor h'ot after his accessioi 
sITliJ ordering |nm io cpleb the Mamtha lucmACe 

BhnytSta Khan arrived in Aurangabad in filnuary lufcU. and from 
(llert! moved into Jiv Marath.1 country lvj|]i a strong funs As In? 
advanced, the Waralha& retrcaled though here ,md ibore they nf fared 
nffitstonce nr huriffised the Mughal land- al lh> rv uf I he Khans nny 
For three yaars Sha^lStrl Khan eyerird unremu.lin^ pressure on the 
M.imtha:, and kept them on the run. Sbiyajl i d (n$j the initiative 
To rctriul-e tlifi initiative ood 16 Hu* His reputatJon. indeed even io 
keep die Maratha dreams alive, it then bviiimr unperalive for Shivajj to 
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do something iwnsatiapnl H i- solution Ip I hi 1 problem is a:- ty pn. nl uf 
him daringly u neon von hem a J vui ipettinj^IjirEy effective- : i comma ml u 
strike personally led Ln Kim. to nssassiiiisto the imperial com'mandei- 

nghl in Shu middle of haw CJKlpI 

( ijLumsIflnces fnmiired Shu .iji Thu Mughal army was nt this n ni|1 
blitted m rune Il’iL town when? Shivnjj hnd spent his yniltll and vvln h 
hi know inlLm.ileEy, and Shayista Khan himself had snkon up rcvicli n--..- 
jn Sliivflft's old home, in ii symbolic ■sidzure ut Hie robot Shivaji \ vasal 
Sinhgarh. some twenty kilom-cEros south pf Pune Knowing that sj^ Vil j 
was lurking nearby, and wary of what hv might he up in. Sha.yitla 
Klnln had taken elaborate precautions In protect his camp, usp.ccialLv L ic 
Pune wap nni a walled Ll.hvh "A reguLahor had botm made rhal no 
person especially no Manith v should on ter ihu city ot the Ime- ni ih,- 
.limy without a pass, whether armed or unarmed, wepling persons ja 
I he Imj LTirtl tftivice notes Khali Khan "No Mnrathn hone-nun iva 
taken mto service Still the sly ' mhuntiin ml" found L i way la burrow 
into (he Mughal camp 

Shivaji planned the audacious raid with meticulous ,.aru, nf tc-i 
obtaining 'detailed information through his hpies about I he Mughnl 
dlipKihuna in kune The day ot the mid, 1 Slh April Ififct, wiis picked 
with care to coincide with ihe anniversary of Aurnngzeh's accession, m 
the irtouth of Ramadan U being the Muslim month of fasttnp Shitnijj 
kneA that the night vigil ,n Shay Kin Khan’s camp would he slack, as 
Ml Klin soldier would be exhausted after the day-long fait and drowsy 
jfter the- feast at night: He decided to strike at midniglu because the 
hand al 1 he camp would he. ns was customary d U ring anniveifii'uy 
celebration.., playing music .it midnight, which would help to mask the 
sound of the raid 

Qti ihu: chosen dny, a party of Maratha infantrymen in the Mughal 
SGr g^' ^ had been wen over by Sluvnjfs spies, obtained 
permssiiion of ihe Kotwal (city prefect-) to ad mil into Pune some EDO 
hfci rallies Of whal they cJaLmed to be a marriage parfv 'A boy dressed 
U P 35 hndo^pnm. and ported In u. party of Mnrathas with drums 
and music untun-d the towrt early in the evening,' sa y« Kli.ifj Khan 
Another cnnlmgerit m| bhw ijl s men was brought hi on Ihe s.ur.f day 

is T™ pn5 « en Lltea 31 li|lu at the Mughal outpost, Among 
me mKLtrators was S|uva|l himsdf 

At iTiidnight Shivaji and a squad of Ills men sneaked to I he 

Kh " in KaH ' wm * CVBr > dook and corner o( I hr 
_ " . l1|L , l ' G h "‘ n 1(1 l hc rijok-holisd abutting the women’s 

’ n" 6r '''- 11 ler dispatching tin sen ante sleeping or at 

tv oik them, I hey opened a passage wlo the harem by knocking diwvn 

<Ms 
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! ,,,-iuly bricked up wtndctw, Meanwhile., ,i nuttier group nj rnidni 
L ' ,. n .r to the band room and ordered Lbe jnusieian.^ as st cm ihi Kh.in - 
ui.ij met jar, to hi 'u the d ruins ,md plnv mu sic louder *'Sui ii ,i dm was 
,'n.fd ili.aE one i.i'uld not hear another ‘iptiik 1 <y- Khafi Khan Vet 

mother Mnr.dhii s^jiiad ena-n-d I In guard -hriusr and slnughliTfd .ill 
those there, I bus securing thv camp 

Ai the rime of Ihi- hreak-jji r ShayLsta tSinn't household tvas sound 
v.lcep W lsi?3i „i M’lvant. wakened by the iound nJ pick-ases and Ific 
gjuarisff the dying m die conk-housi, alerted the Khan hi dumfsMrd 
lilC rvpnrt saying that it Cnuld anh Lie Ihi- •Looks preparing fur the oru- 
duvn Knmadan meat Bui iJmcMl mi mediated says Khali Khar, "some 
maid-servants came, arte fiber another, to say ihata hd!< was h mg 
uiildL- tlimugh Ihe wall The* Amir then Jumped up in great jJnirm mJ 
sesred ,i bow. some arrows, and ;i spear Just then snmi? Moral has fame 
up in front, and I be Amir ihnt nmi with an artolv but he got up to itu- 
Aniir. and cut tiff his Ihumb Two Marallias Jell iolo n reservnu of 
ifValor, and Amir-Lil-tmiarn brought down unotfier with hts spear In tnu 
midst of Ihe confusion twn •-l.ii.c-gu l> look Shayista Klvin bj the 
Jifind and dragged ItUJl horn she same of strife to .1 plact- of -aJi:lv A 
guidc-wi Ltcd woman had meanwhile put out the lamps, which enaplod 
die KJ^iin to escape-, and turned the raid into •. chnotic st nmmaffe w ni 
(he Mnrathns ■-Icetlung blandly in (he d^irk, killing several WOto.Eto .Lnd 
servants. 

The Mriralhns fled before the camp awoke to Hi^ir presence 1 here 
was no attempt to puisne thum faswaht Singh, who willi a . iv.dr. 
force Of 10,000 ky encamped close hv, did nnt ,-br during Lin- fracas, 
but was there the nc-xi morning to offer his emndojenees i- 1 bhayista 
Khan, who had Insl a son m fht figlit S.ii+i the Khan to (Ju.- Raj.i in an 
urbane sneer: "When die enemy fell upon me, l imagined that von had 
already dead fighting against them. The rumour in tine Mughal ramp 
Was dial I he- liaja had Connived with Siuvaji in the raid. Ehis was mil 
im-pasable, given ihe character of faswant Singh, bul Shi\a|i was quite 
capable or pullmg off die daring mid al! b> hum^lf 

The FuJie exploit, thougli it yielded no grens gainH to ibe Marathi 
in material terms, immeasurably enhanced Ihe prestige of Shivajii vvho 
nmv came to bn regarded a*- wimething of a sprrertr capable of the 
monl. imp'dsslble feats Further, it infused in the Mura thus a rte'.v spirit 
cal .in ring Whil? previously they u±*x\ ti? flee in rhs j.-sq-e pf (he Mughal 
cavalry, the very mommg alter the Pune raid, when a Mughal contingent 
attacked binh^arh, ihe Mniurhnf not only drove them off, hrt l>oldly 
purstiH i d them, (ha E&S( linn. 1 hey ha»l dn,it;d So Jl so 

Aurangiieb w as. mortified hv the Punt- mdclenb blamed Sh :v[stn 
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Kluin foricaruLcMiDteifi -md punjlivcly transferred lum [□ |3etag rt |. p r 
Mna?j.im then took over ns tli? governor i>f she Deccan. buL this T 
nu.-li 3 nutter, 'iv nt s-e, ns lti.it -fothhii prince remained ensconced 
Aurangabad, leaving 0 to Jnswant Sinpli to carry or the operaim-m 
□H>«rsT i[v Ms rat has Shiv, in iook full advantage- p f MuyJanl >Z^ n 
H,s spi^-soine of whom, like Uj.hu M Naik were ns famous as | : |,' 
generals— roomed Iht- land identifying pln-oes. la plunder or whew ih\ 
Mahals were vulnerable As Muazstimi plaintively netted m 
Aunngzcl) m lfift-1 (he Maxathta were growing more And mom 
darme. nnd every day 1 thick mg and plundering the imperial territories 
.m-.! caravans.' rhe MiU-atliits alsn began tu menace m.i.-;tnl ■,tnp rM .. 

tVLn lhL: ^ghal P% rj m -hips going to. Mecca, which was pticiilarlv 
galling to Aunmgwb: ^ 

Shiv-op followed Lie Pune action With a raid un the wealthy Munhal 
port town of Surat ni the mouth of the river Tapt m Gujoiai $u rtL i hpj 
being ,i military or nclntiiUstmtu e ctnfr e, was a Virtually crefoncctev 
toivn, protected only by an eroded mud will There was a'armt abutting 
die bm but Lt iypi not of much use, as the Mughal officer there, who 
■va- paid to maintain ,1 fan,:? of 5011, merely pocketed the allowance lll 
thi- typical Mughal fashion, instead of garnsoiiing the forit So when 
Sluv.ij! suddenly appeared at Surat m nud^atiixaiy Lnt-h a JJ that the 
citispn-. toiifd diJWii to flee— the rich merchants min the fort ulrrvmu; 
what they could the common people to the countryside- Only the 
foreign merchants Blood Lheir ground and prepared !□ defend their life 
and properly 

Pthhiog run camp in a garden just outside Sunil. Shtaji summoned 
hL- -hid merchants uf rile town to appear before him and pay ransom 
for nol sacking Ole town No one responded, jot tear that they themself 
miph! be a™ tor ransom 5Hivnjl then M nt hi, men mfo Surat, and 
or four days, txom the J6lh to the 20th. they plundered the town .it 

_ aC;h ^ nD 'TP^Jhon from anyone except from the foreign 

nw-Kh.mt,, whom the Mnratha, left welt alone Them sullenly ^ 
Mjd, Jt .j,b as he had CCime.. Shivaji sft|ck tamp and departed ,m he-armr 
of the approach of Mughal n-mforcemen* L Burharpur * 

d UfL if*" 1 * Uiat * hl|e hG was - W lus 

Mihm otianjt had died m a bunfoig acpck-nt , n Karnataka He then 
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gliding frVO Lif his ablest L-mnrn.inrforn, Raja ].n Singh And Ddir 
fcrild the Deccan Stifiifflfi. tried to mitmidau- the jmperi.il offuc-r., 
■■. ivaming them nbq-ul (he difficulte-, they would face in Mnratli.s 
u-unin “£ Vfn steed of ummaginabJe usurM-m m too weak In l[.iIIlij. 
,,.-rr rln'i hard country. 1 he wrote My home ts npl siiriatod on a 
hpjciolli. plain, wJdch may enable trendies lo be run or assault ro be 
nraclL: IL hi* lofty hill ranges ovary wln-re them are* htn-.im, hard m 

.■liivs; sixty fort- of eKtPrafe strength have been bujJt Shiv. ip went 

1(J mmind the amirs of the- fates of Afzal Kft.in and bhayretn Kfi :n. 
And signed off willi the co uplet 

T 7 ii- ri.-riL- dfivdi? i.-cu’Ljre vf J bi , rn-L-/- iif blvorf 
fmiJ which Mi) rijijtj hw harm’ niniy Fjj- hrWh 

rhe letter wnuld havt- amiiseri Jm Singh but nn| daumc-d him, for (he 
raja, sixty, was one pf the most rem arable person, igc^ of [Jie age an 
intrepid general and an astute yet honourable diplomat a man of 
cample* uilelligemre and gm.it foresigh! Jai Sing.li. says Lshw.trrias, 
"posseted greaL skLtl and had no rival in diplomacy'" Tht* mia was 
well aware of ihe difficulties of Tib misaion the forbid ilu'w land and its 
canny people, and the complex, ever-shifting alhonru, among the DteCCditi 
powers, but none of iliat inhibited him -'Not for a moment, in day or 
nighl, do l seek rest Dr ease from being busy about thu teak on which 
t have been L ®nL.'' he Wipte fo Aurilrigzeb 

Jsu bmgh crossed the Marmada m mid-fanuarc 'Hi?. And advancing 
rapidly tlireiugh Lie ghals armed m ] h unL- in mwi- M.-xcti fo take over Lie 
Deccan command from Jaswant SlPgh 'Ihen m a -Jierp thnic-month 
campaign, skillfully combining military and cfiplcimatie pressure . hr forced 
Shi van lo subnut SJvjvjiji tried to snye fact by rln ruing that hi, palmn 
pocfduss Bhaveiu had ordered him Up sremender warring him in ,1 vision 
LiiathE cauid not prevail against the rep., hi defeat .11- itUidi a;, in t icfon,-. 
m every act of commission or nmre&Len BhdVnili dbided With Shiv ip 1. 

When Shivajl (mated for peace, Jai Singh initially dlsdainvd to 
respond, becauscj as he wrote to Aumngsreh f knew Lhre unites a 
strong Eland was! j.ud on kin’ll hi, Wards and stunes Would not confoin 
a particln of tnllh Ddu Khan. ].u Singh's pugnadnus ,acoriiJ tfl 
command, was in lad against ECM-ksng a negotiated pEtElement Hi- 
challenged Sili veiji to "first fight then | MHtkJ peach'", and went r-n foi -sk 
turn why he was nil I showing up for Imtlle despite lus earlier boasts 
Abnm his Atrnng forts, >ky -hrLsstng hdjs, ahyamaJ ravine*^ and braic- 
SLiidiem lying in ambush " SMireji Sivallmved that hitler taunt. E-fe had 
no alternative but to surrender 
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After several exchanges betwtpn Jai Singly and 5hivajl r m v ,-i > 
ShiVLiji retreated step by s'cp from his initial negotiating p 0S n in ' !l ' 
meeting ivas finally arranged between thu iwix Jai <Smgh, despite" [ * 
seemingly tough stand, was carnAil not In press Shiv&ji tuo hard "a 

drive hum into the arms ml Btjapur. ihv chief adversary Lit the Nlniih ? 
in the Decor His nlLitudc. .is he wrote la Aurairgacb, was that ib^mt 
]m could defeat a M.iradin-Btfapur combine?, 'if policy cun «c inipl-T’i' 
a ttimg, why should w e con rt delay | by resorting to fnm-p' 1 

i> 2lsi June lti65, as previously arranged, at around iune m i|.~ 
muminy, Shrvaji amved al Jui Singh •- . amp outside the furl of hmnufteir 
u-huli the MughaLs were besieging He had atone from Rnigarh, 

Jiitv kilometres to i he east, travelling ui a palanquin, accompanl j by 
SLX brahmins. Jill Singh. guarded by Rajputs against treachery-, received 
Shivaji m durbar "When Shivaji - nlered. Ihu Raj# arose, emb^ced him 
and seated him near himself, 1 reports Khali Khan, ^shivaji tb on with 
a thousand sign* of shame, clasped his hands arid said i have" come 
a-, a guilty slave to seek forgiveness, end it is fur you cjlhcx In partem 
or to ktl! mo at lour pleasure ' " 

Such remarks were mere civility Them was tough bargaining 

ahvad, which wen: on till midnight The nest day the terms pP ,^ 

wrere finally agreed on Shivaji surrendered nil the territory and foils he 

I uni seized m the Mughal Deccan in all twenty-three forts, inciudma 

Jbimndhni irtd •'iinhfr.irh. retaining lor himself only twelve, LncImW 

Iteugarh Hu was allowed to keep ibe Kon kor coastal strip whfch hr 

had wrested burn Bijapur, end Was told dial he could have the Konkan 

mghl.rnds too, d be could conquer (hum iron: Bijapur In return Sluvnjr 

wa5 ri: 4 ULrL ’ d to pay -i tribute to the emperor and also personally to 

J** iai Sm S h 111 lhe ** wliidi the raja was about to launch again*! 
hjfiipur. 

Bv die luring ol the Bgrwtnertt; SJuvaji's son SJiamtihun trvetvc 

lten - "* Mu S 1,al *av,«-he ws given a 

miinsnb n( 5004— and to Mteiid tho imperial court. ivluL-h was a ffietai 

ui ™ ldln t h,m « " *»*»•* Hill Shit . 1 ), hi, Mdf. who h.,j not, T ,„v, J 

'^LTn “a ” Y , SUU * |U tn «*“<• It.™ «<1*dmg aum. 
.h 5 rf J J j h d ? ' vwdotn ,,f prtHh-rce, and have ticiddun Ire rail, of 
Sl^t ft® ■** ,,K: f«e to wait on the emperor ex™, pi 

5® Tnirrr 1 '*--- '***■ «. t» «*£ 

uric of tr Jo "" *«* ml «-* Wta, obodimcc to 

" jI 73S wara ' «" KWOtahJ to 

I l; 5,1 11 w,lhoLiE de] ay p.ecftirm il, A l the tmd 0 j {]„. p Al U 
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,i ■ rerorled tlie nij.i to .VLLr.>cig?:yb fni bfngh filsn presented 

g. |lVjlJ j with an elephant and two honors 

r The convention between fai Singh ond Shivapj yv.is subject k? lh^ 
fc’iniw^ appm-ynJ. bul was put into upc-ratinn rigid away on Jill 
h nch" L guarantee. As Lt happened,. Aumngzeb rai^ud several abjottinns 
n, | lie [Ecms of the agieernerit and was doubtful about Shivtiji^ good 
, M ||. !□, ^Lngb clarified tire pomb raised bv [ho emperor and pressed 
mi the rutiJ'icfltitMi of Um agreement, nwuring tb.it "ii Sin. a strays by a 

h. urte breadth from the path of obedience tn: can be totally ainnilulated 
L ,!, li l W ith the -slightest i? v?rii an " fai Sjnghte main objective in ttie 
Dccc«m ivns l he conquest of Bijapur, and h wanted In secure Shivaji'-. 
Dnujieration m that endeavour "‘Now lhal AtfiE Shah aUld Qiltb Shflh 
b.iic ii in tod in mischief, it i .nDCf-ssiny tu win bluvn a heart hy i|J 
ineiuis,' wrote jai Sins^h to Aur t uig?el> 

Shieciji himself wrote lo Amunraeb with .issumed humility to 
icsuAi him that ' llus offender and sinner . . hereafter will remain 
jLrmiy engaged in performing die Em peror'i work, ns a rtparalipn inr 
hit past Eite and an amendment of lus Uselessly spent days; be will 
never deviate from the position of rendering service, risking Ids life :ind 
carrying nut the imperial mandates . Ho hopes that on 1 ! di liir ulore- 
haim. of (you r MbijosLv ’a) grace life lo ihu; slave may he granted, 
and an imperial firman may be issued pardoning Ins offences, granting 
sccunly to Ins house and family, and bestowing lite on him. 

Even the cver-scep.tocEiJ Aurruigreb could nat resist sudi wdy cajolery - 
.uni in Lhc end, on 15-tSi September J AtiS, he issued j firman lu Stiivaji 
lamped wjlh Lhe impression of his palm confirm mg I he term - ofiVtcd 
liy Jai Smgti "I, out of my diiLrucleri^tic noble habit of shutung ray 
eves to faults and gnsntulg tire pardon of fwes, do forgave VOUr paid 
deeds .md sans ard grant all your prayers/ wrote Aursngzeb. Hl* sail 
Slm-iifi a robe of honour abng wifb| tbt- firman 

Shivaji Jhen wrote ye! anoUtcr efjfri&ive Letter, to thank the emperor 
'Shiva, the meanest of tife-duVcitirtg sin \ cs— whu weatS I'lll? ring of 
strvLludi? in bis ear and the carpel ot nbedtent-.- Ori ire- shoulder Like 
□n atom [acknawiedgea] tlic good news of his ctemaJ happiness, 
namely favours from The Emperor This smrrer and cv if -doer did no! 
deserve that lll^ □ffclWfl'.S should bf. 1 forgiven or he, faults covered up 
Blit Lhe o r ,-|.c<’ and favour o-f Hie Emperor have mnierrad on him a new 
life and unimaginable honour 
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AFTER HIS FACILE triumph un Maharashtra, m November Fuo 
the iffis leased r Jal Singh turned confidenlly southward" He 
intended to sweep into the Mughal; bp the Iasi coupfe of kingdom^ itl 
IndL.i still nim.nnwg outside die empire, as the crowning achsevempm 
of his career budally it was a smooth run in r Jai Singh as it 
accompanied by Shivnji stormed into BLjapur, but gradually. q 5 ttll ! 
fhjapmi resistance stiffened, his campaign began to falter. arid Stnvni. 
hu ™ elf . biungh Kuctvsvful m reducing several enemy positions m tint- 
tull country. wns repiitsed with heavy looses when lie attacked the fori 
■ ii Panhalu in Kolhapur distort WdnSe. Shiv nil's commander. Netori 
Palkar, decried to Bi|flpur to join Ekpji and other M^ttias .server r 
AdiJ Shah. r ' 

It die Murals were disappointed with ShivnjiN bpitluffeld 
petfnrmonce which dltl not match hr-. repul a Lion, i hc-v did not show ■[ 
LTisten d, Aorangnh commended his serving sent film a robe ufhonow 
and a jewelled dagger, end invited him fen the imperial court On 5th 
ApnMfrut- he wrole lo SIuvn|i f 'Cpme l lore withoul delay, iri i-j]] 
confidence L n mv grate and perfect composure of mind After you time 
l>b S dned '™4«nce oi me - you ^vlII be dorifiud with mv rural fivoun 

" d r* m " iw '-' n 1,1 “turn l«~- Hi Singh Urged Shm* lo 

go and guaranteed his safety ' 

1 rV, U ^ SU 4E ri ?? S ih " 1 ' ^ al Smn WiU,ied Shivgji to leave the Deccan 

at th, Imi me Mughal campon m Bijapur was not going tve.ll. and 

’ . ■ y: 1 ' m ™ P™® 0 ” '<■ *%ehsi- with whatever help he could 
' llirn shlvJ|1 - w hy t^n diLi Jvc send Shjvafi away? Parado-Mu-tUv 

MuehibhST W5LI ^ T'' [ ft ^ not going iyelL and uic 

iS 1. VTJ, ^ ra ^ ^ (JllJ WiBi the deletion of 

JiLn 1 b \K Z' 111 ^ W * S LL3iy Hkel 'r' worried about what Shiva,, 

dornw Tr " \i" L T r' Afer ■ llL ShlVa * P* l -' iwo-thlrds of hi 

T ld hb ^ « -rest tt back ,v,lh .he 

of Ta. Smnh In , j ' ]i Wflii Vi?r y much In Ihe mlurtzU 

rSSS±FS ^ *f «u> dim backyard 

Ciraimatantal wufc*. Mnmgly &,£» , llal Auranjswb ^ Jo | 
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gjrtjdi acted m concert 10 remov'n -hivaji from the Deccan— not to do 
| lim any harm b Lit in get him put of where he could harm the 
Idugliabi Later when Shivaji was m Agra and i.iumnp frohleni- f.vi 
smcji would eKpressly request Aurang/eb rot to stud him back lo the 
l^i-cran "Everj motnont has iis special requirement." wrote the wise 
r,i|.i. 'Under Lhe present cu cum dances. Lt is nni M at) politic ro permit 
him to come Lo this region 1 

Surprisingly, Shiv-aji did not sec through the Mugli d piny why did 
he iigreL’ Lo go a cspeanlly as the treaty of Pu rand bar ipecificalJy 
exempted him fmm .ilfending (he Mughal court? Apparently Stuwji 
,vss in some awe pf lai SingJi TTu^ was I he lirsi time ih.i: \ >. h'is 
:^ cing ihe Mughal military' apparatus from wiitun and he could nor 
bui have been astdimded by the immense power and prestige (I>l: raja 
enjoyed, and il-iu ^ummgly JLtiutJeAh resources .a I lus iiimnidEui || is 
passible that ihe Kail chieftain craved a umilar grand r>iJe i or hi m mb 
-ihLvajj must aUo have bci?n curlnus ihoni wh.il thu impun.-,! court 
could hi. Jiku if a mere general's L'tn.LimsJarc£.n couJd b, fabulous 

Still, Shiva | i ivi-i apprehensive- ahoul going to Agra He consulted 
tils astrologers, and decided an 'fiv inp onlj un dniir ■risuranc.r of hi> 
■laic return Once lie decided to he ser about I he preparations with 
ACTupuloos attention ta derail ]-Je Visiled every one oi hiS. forts, made 
arrange in en(> for Itleir niaivagcmcnl. then sumincmcd ail lus jr j i n 
officers ta a conference at Raigarh to -e! up a chain or command, so 
dial the govern mens of bis domain would run smoothly during his 
absence. Then, With a small retinue of softie men Sluvaji, aJpng 
willv lus ion Shambbuft. set out for Agra, where had just 

liven sei up court, soon aflei (he death of dhah Johan 



iJ'HVAJI ARRIVED LM Agra on 21^1 May Ithh, during Uli.- itstivibes at 
the anniversary af Aurangseb's uccessloii He llfllfed al tilt autskurb- o: 
Ihe cily for a dny The nest Liay he .WAS. me I on Aurangzcb h orders, bv 
Klicnur Etam Smgb. son of Jai Suigh. .siid escorfed li> .1 III ansi i'll near hr-, 
own readencc. From there., after ,i brief resi. Kam 5uigh conducted 
Shivap (w Live imperial durbar, hut by ihe lime ^hivafi arrived, Aurangzeb 
had moved from the Duvan-i-am to Lhe Diwatyi-khas, .mJ it was ilrere 
thal bill v.iji wns presented to the emperor 

shiv lift was probably piqued tool Aurang^eh had bent only Ram 
Snjgh, j Li’it someone more tenior, lo reccj-. v him, hut lus tardv -ippcan i ■ , . 
at lhu court only made nia tiers ivpirse On being presented lo the 
emperur, Shivaji made the cu5tftm,uv Iributiiry offering--, hut Auinng^b. 
according to faipur records. '' neither InJked W'Lth him IKW addressed 
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nm word lo him,' 1 Shlvaji wan then uiicoromumousEv Jed to ■■< 

,]u ’ th Lrd row of Jim in, among tlw commanders gf SD!10 r.mt 'n 111 
1 robe HSW® and an elephant had been cm KAliv 

presented lo Stm ,iji, ,ind they would have been bushed * A,' 
^mediately if he had patented him&alf at the public durbar ' ^ 
LSw privale durbar. Which W ,m r^nlmllv a business rathJZ '" 

toe prraenm were set aside f c be elver, in h 
the end of the durbar h 0 luni nt 

Tin- rank of Nil. comn^fer D f 5000, lo which Shiva,! wa., , 

™ J£ °? u 5|mtl " V *T ^ m the Mughal hierarchy, ib e ijE 
r ' n K in fill t tn which <■ noble could nonn.il I V row undnj ,\H ir p 
since lliun much higher ranks had come tn be routinfcly ass™d m o 
officers, so the rank of 5000 had bGL-nnie crowded and uridistintiiishrcf 
especially under Aumngraib, who invariably assigned the r.mk to mJ 
prominent rtveismy who ,omed thu Mughal servira. Siuimbhiiji (Shwai ,■! 
f™* son, and even Muii.fl Falknr |SEi,va f ,' S former lieutenant now L 
he Mughal serv.ee) had been given this rank Shivaji deserved 
™ «pt.cted at feast the rank of TDliCl, the same a* that of 

Shivap was nm HHL-itely aware nf the rank aligned to him but 
tie was Nilgety standing negt^-d m a throng Of unknown and obiure 
arnie. His visit was clearly not being treated by the as die 

h ir point of Lhe day s durbar This upset him He had hnnemed or 
P-diaps f.u Srngh had led lum (o Expect an entirely different ffirenllcm 

, ^ L :^ n %* JlL ^Pri. wigne'd to ,i rank two rungs 

rank 01 ] -; SW£,nt Small, assigned in fan k> the same rank S 
of hjs sun and his former lieutenant, he "flew Enl0 .* ^ :md jjJJ 

, T 01, a Jas l jLir When Ram Sineh Aked him 

thrcL SluVfliL milde a KenE ' ' ind turning hfe kick on the 

ET W3tfcEd to sit - *• P«ta lo the iJot the IWi- 

»»* «#■ *<* 

K«bbut ^ =bo«,-. r™, Singh * e 

beast ai th?. f are .. f ij . ,■ , - 1 replied The Ugcr is a wild 

has bom inken ILL" Ram r heat in a place Like [Jiis find 

him. but by then Shlvaii V T ^ Lil1 Up *° 5Jlivn " tn rfcllW]l W[th 
himwlf fiuh^r than app^r ^ llh ^ to Ml 

sent a coupfe uf amirs with i kJiiAe m pe ™ r When Aur^n^fb 
ha 10W them, -] ^s T,™ *k ^ Dt ltan ° L[r ' 115 ShiVilfi. 

1 -i ll nm be his m T ' 1 dtic,ine ^ 

me, Imprison, me, if you fike, but 
■S5<i 
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. WJ jj nil | wenr I bo Wrifo* " According to hjitw?, he swfjtinod 

0n Rearing of bhivajL f 5 outburst, Aur,-ing 2 t'Li frirbadu htm from 
attending thft court thereafter. Bu! lhal, ui Lhe eyes of Auveral nmirs r 
[ ^ Il£ it punishment enough Knjput rtinirs in particular ur^t:d j more 
M-vere punishment— they generally resenled lhe rrduclioiH "J M.irathas 
uito the impena.1 service, enrrsiderm^ them as upstart petty chieftains, 
, rU1 |^ arid unfit for thp Mughal court and a thnul fn Eheir nwr. 
position m the impena] hierardiy. Marat has had begun entering the 
Mughal service during the reign of Jahangk; under ^hrih laban then 
ls i-TL 1 as many as five Mara'thas holding the rank of 5000, and! b 1 , tbt 
^■onct lulf of Aur.mgiel?^- reign the number nf Marathiis serving as 
Mughal amirs would rtse In ninplv-aut. Rajput aruaely over ihi* 
devalopmeni was re flee Led ui their condemnation of Shiv.iji: Said jaswnnl 
Srnglu whose rnnk Sltiv uji had presumed to claim '"Me is a mere bhtfma 
(country chiultaui). and he camp and displayed such dKcdurtesy and 
I'LLiIcncul fl is your Misty's concern if you overlook it fbci hr ought 
jn bv punished ' Among ihfr^e demanding pnu]h.hmunt was lah.inaru, 
who was mimical towards Shiv up for h mnilia tmg her uncle bhayista 
Khan and far racking Surat, the cu^nm- 1 - revenua of ivhich IV JS her 
due 

Rpfumuig to Jus camp, *?hivaji continued lo fume about Aurangzeb's 
breach Ol faith u was laared that he might fliK- irom Agra and take to 
mbclhun agaul. A guard was Ihe-rcfore placed around his OHmp and, 
ihqugfi his movements wore not inMiflJly rEstidsd bt- was kvpi under 
constant surveillance. At one tiirte Aurangzeb vnib to have considered 
getting Sbivafi out of die way by posting ium lo Kabul Ihertf was aUn 
,i rumour of □ set re! decision to confine Shivaji ui a fortress or ev< n lo 
execute llim which, according to Rajpnr sDurces. was ttnv.rrtud by Ram 
Singh, who asked Hie rmperor to take bw life first before taking 
Stuv.ij ls, as Shivaji was under Hie gu,n lnlt-e of safety given by bis 
I'.Lther Ayrangjieb Lben .I 5 ked Ram Singh lo Stand os purely (or Stiiv.fl 
Which he did, Ram Singh in lum took a pledge ni good conduct from 
Shivaji, "!3hiua came over lo die Kumar's l^nl and there wor^nippeit 
Mnhadev and pouring water On fhv idoL gave his solemn assurance ' 
Says the Rajput diarist 



SHIVA) t HAD NO intention of keeping Jiu- pledge To his own people, 
and LH his own yyes, he- was a great here, L>uL among lhe grand ee.M ol 
Lha Mughal empire tic did not ifflPiml In mucll, jai k-I a smart -.o^ in a 
big Tvheel Thai was nor lhe life for 5hivaji H«- had tu get away 

J 'His si lb flu brain,,'" My 5 Kluifi Khan. ,p u r as rot long in contriving a 
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~-hcni(‘ tn epmpe from Agra. At first tin tried piihliun™ a 
tlirnui'h imperii,! afW -whcvse favour he liJ lva n with r^ n ^ b 
if *>• Hitiperor mc fe d favnut l L t f ?? h r 

permitted Lo return home, az» lh=- mi and Wd f Br H . lB ^f ** 

T"""? bin, Aurdngzi'b ™„ld n« |„, , “f ">* 

** m * W 10 Fin & iv.ii 
n.11, * tm put .. te OHglu "fight Jnd d,P .mU t|wT*v r Jdfc W 
in you Aurongzeb was not ninuted; ShivaJj ^ e n made 
nJ tlic TTick lie played m AIkiJ Khar j request fur n orlvn ' , M lHn 

with the rmpemr. in which he promised to reveal a gr«t 
niu request w , s refected out uf hand ns prepoateroiis C ! 

^’T'lr l ' lllVll J 1 Lheri --n>ught permission tn e;o in Varanasi ind'bf 111 "® 
**’*?“ rajrfto*. »h*h AuMngaeb 

!■ m fakir and tfve in the Allahabad fort Mv siilwiat th n- v n i 
.1 goad watch ovtgfi him\ u U ,1J k ^V 

*“ ""*■ w« Ifhl. Khm. (..St , dura*, J dlv ,. ri 

MS 

« «'U - lho» uf Kura»r Item ife ' W ‘" d ‘ ° E lhc K ‘ ,(wal 

ssttSSigS^s 

he carried im this arlihcu " r> r fl S For-snild ifiric 

Covering' ^ hfe -™* "Me he WW 

and attendants, food th (o his delfts 

needy Muslim* and ^ ^ ^ money to 

'rveFC carried ou| □ t , m '. ^ !T‘‘ r ' d;, V Va M q-- 1, m I Hies n| Sweetmeats 
» p* bon,, by !n e< T rtKl «* «h»» ton, 

with car,, but Jk ths puiditf b >, jmr ™P“W Ihi' baskets 

was Shivaji's chance P ' fOUblMJ ; Brew negligent. Thai 

■H Lt SCatHl W;ic. *pj+ 1 1 . , ''Jijiib s 

Shambhiiji cTOnraf^, rhlim ^ u ^ 5 ... ^ LIBL | lSt ' T ^ af ew §P sh,t;j 3- Jnd 

pas! fm.su -.puctir a. n m ud- ir J El? ' | neflt bastels ..and ware carried 

-Ftivps ^ !» * *P« Thu. Uu 

?hiv,a, miHinlad a ij., uj, [ , |' d ' li . “ ‘ uS ’’ ,r1 ' ”1 Hit c,t>. Ivhro 

**' h ' ld bc ” ks Pt ™dy far Wo. and sat off 
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, S j iam blinji behind him MciinWhlli . tit Shkap"s n- -iden..e r his h.iJf- 
| V|t |lit , j- Hi rni r, who rewTitbied Shivfljii, look Shivaji'i place in hjs u>uch 
^ Crisis Slwvaji'V dislinclivc gold nng 'He wns directed in throw a 
14 ^ tl j | me muslin over his head, hut tn display the nng he wo« 
Mena his hand# and when any nr u tanu- in, lo feign Ln lw -t^leep; says 
Khan, 

Shivail's flight was dlsCiivcred only Jate in llte afternoon nl the next 
,l. iy ”sn he had □ nearly hvenly-Jom’hour head Marl over he. pursuers 
iViu fi .! spy hrs-t reported the escape- to the Kotwnl, h« made inquiries., 
hiEf find mg the guards m pknCP .it tamp, desmissed the ropnrt 

,is unfounded By tlien a wcond spy i.ame in repoii the escape, so Ltie 
KotW’ii sent his men mtu ShieajVs camp In check, but they reported 
bnck I hat they fcimd Sluvaji asleep in lus couch. It was only when j 
ihirii spy came tn with the same- story that a thorough check wn- made 
arid ihc troth discovered Rllad Khan, head oi the guard ■ attributed 
StuvajiS escape entire ly tn Witchcraft '"Hie Raja was in Jus room,'" he 
reported. "We visited it regularly EkiL he vanished .ill of a sudden from 
niur sight Whether he Tiew LntO rhe- >ky or disappeared into the earth 
s tiu 1 known, nor what magical trick he has played " 

Meanwhile Sliivrtji hiid headed north, in a direction opposite to r k..:il 
which !u? '.vm.ld have been expected In take- Reaching Mathurd, hu 
shaved off his bnard and disguised himself a> .1 fakir, smearing his 
hady with ash from Mathura, wFi^ri 1 lm wan probably jained toy ifluic 
of his men. ^hivaji mveng oast tii Altflhabad. th^n to VaranaL-L. and only 
I lion did he turn south. Taking Bit rough and tinirequcnted muile 
ilmough Euttddkliaiul Gondwana and Golcunda; changing dbguipys 
iii'tjuenlly, and often traveElmg by night ho reached P,.ii gi irh in 
November, after a Irek of aver two months Shambhuji was left behind 
ui Varanasi in the charge of 'Kabltaks.' [K.ivt Kalashk n brahmm who, 
atcording to Khafi Kli.in, '-'was thi hcrxlilmy family pnest of his 
family and who happened at lhat time to L’v a! Varanasi/ We shall 
meet Kslvi Kalash again in ibis tiury 

It is said that Shivaji did nal til row off his difigui^ ti3J he reached 
l^tgarh, and a charming Slory lk fold Ihal. on reiummg heme disguised 
ah an ascetic, he fell a! ihe fn: I of fu.s mother, and that even could 
not recognize him 

Aurangzob suspected— perhaps with jufill fiction, -IS Manucci.. 
Bcroior arid lahwardas indicate— thsit Ram Singh had colluded with 
Shivaji m Jus escape, be was say® Ishwardas; '"rebuked .md Was 
deprived ol liiMn.ini.'lb'' Bui mainly Aurtingzeh blamed himself fox hi:- 
neghgence, .ind would me Shivj^i's Kcape till the end oi hL- days Tlic 
greatest pillar ol gat cm men! ttHiSiStS in keeping cif informatipn atonut 
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cVEirylttfrig llmt happens in lhe kingdom, — VvhiJe uv-un .1 r 
negljgancc results m shunm for long years," h« Wr rotE > Ir| | 1 ' | " U | J: s 
tesliuuent "Sec, the High L of the wretch Shiva was due to Cflre j Ws - l 
bm iL has involved me tn all distchcLut^ campaign*. tt > Lhe en jm 
my daysT ' ol 

The general exp^lfltibn was th.it Shivajl would be ots thp n i,., 
agnic after In- return to Kaignrh, "If u bo iruo that Sivnioi- 
escaped, Aumngzebn will quickly Hear of him Ili hr burrow," wrote ij ! 
English fnctors. -it Kunvar m □ letter doled 29th September lbrjfr >.j, tl " 
Jong and arduous journey had worn him nut. and he was laid L m £ 
^evcni] weefck after his return Strange] y, evim aJter he lecovUV 
htm aii Til ad u no aggressive moves, either again# tJu- Mij phals 
iifi^inst BL|.ipur, but remained quiet tor over three years, using the time 
mainly to systomadie the administration III his domain 

Equally strangely, Aumngzeb too remained passive, and took n* 
• +I T" fn seize Shivaji — not because o( any change of heart, but Hue. 
be was then preoccupied with his Afghan campaign, and his governor 
in lhe Deccan, Prince Muua’m (who |ad returned as governor ter thr 
diird tune) was uidimg to sloth. It was even suspected that MLiazzam 
.md hia adjutant ] as want Singh were receiving bribe? from Shiv.iu 
Shivaii m any c.iso took care not to provoke Aurangzub He kept na 
J P^ Enw of “Wdity, arid Au'rmgzeb reciprocated wuh a pretence of 

rorglVuiiMb, both hiding their time In \pnl m?i Shivaji wrote k> 
Aurangzeb seeking pardon and entreated with Trawimt Singh to 
intercede for lum "Hu? Emperor h» east me off," wrote Shivnji. 

Otherwise I Intended to haw begged the task of recovering Kandahar 
With my unaided r|fourees> I fled |frpm Agra] in fear ai my life 
Au mngzeb played along Though he would not stetde to Shlvaii's plan 
mr conferring on him a mnn^hdan rank and a fief, lie granted Sh ( vn|i 
lhe dueltain% nghls frrtnMki) in his old domain, and advised Rudi 
ual he ■WSJ at tLberly ID seize ns much ..If the Bijapur territory . 1 . he 

1 Sr Ijf *»“-* * e emperor also conferred on 

5)1 'ap the tide of Hlja Raja ShiVaji’" Wrafc Muaz?aa\ m .March tof>B, 

l nicmus ! ajesty ,a ^ elevated your head bv granting you the title 
ot Raja, which was the remit point of your diitu " 

^TSZTSF 1 p T*' y il lh[t iin * ***y- 

^ US r(! '' LL !nd hv was in the precc* nf 

tod r t TTT " " Ml 'to***™ The English factor* m 
d 1 bought so Hiey were wrtm B sWi would presmtly burn into 
action again, and Would bntlg nearly half of the DecC^ T .TlwaV 

3f t ^ ^ 1 w 1 

b L’nng l? strenydi ,ind maturing Jits pJans 
46U 
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rirdUARV Wi70 Shivaji took to the field again The prevatlmg 
’ I uid military situation in the Deccan favoured him In IJtjapur, 
Pf'fw/cjhib n, who had uL one. lime -hnwn great martial antorprrw 
uk m dcl«iichnry The Mughab loo Were flat., id f.M Singh 
lVi1 ' ,.. d .i ril ,cu Muaz^ni, who had taken his place, was men And 
f iJw en^mpad m Mihduing the Asians, pad littlr fltlcntiun <0 
' " r Q n cito in fact, he reduced Ili* DeCCdn for res aL lilts time p, rhaps 
nin ' ‘. nK1 nu meaiiire, perhaps to deny Mua/um the means !< n-het 
AluVTii induced many of the d Landed Jvlughal soldiers mf oj Kt* 
him, die army wa.s not an jlum of pxpendiiure, bul a stutren 

nf revenue 1 ! through plunder. f , 1111 , 

sh Vail'S rnimedialE Objective was to recover the farts hi had 1 eded 
lr> ,L Mughals in 1665 The first tu fall wav die great lull foil j.f 
^inhuarh Purandhar, fll die foot of which bhivnji had surrendered m 
l sinc-h fell the next month Tlum the nlher forte In October in 0 for 
, second" time he raided Surat, and for Lhiee days sacked LJ.e town at 
Jet5Ur ^ sparing, as before, only the establishments of turupcan trading 

' Jjrr |hTein withdrew from Smrt, as bo bad done m iWst on t ire 
approach of Mughal reinforcement; fmni fiurhanpui' hut lliisl tune he 
kft ,1 letter for the local Miighal offiedr (who bad as usual nduge 

m the fort} demand ioff an annual ransom of 1 2 mdli-n cup ft om lhe 
l-liy As Lhe off tear did not respond, Shivaji repeated the demand twice 
again the last time to 1*72,. when he wrote, "E demand Lor the tlim- 
(i which I declare shall be the last, the rimttk or quarter pan nt tire 
kuig's revenue under your government As your Emperor lias :nrred 
me i« keen an army for die defence of my people ami country, Lhat 
army must be paid by his subjects If you do not send me lhe monv. 
speedily, then make ready a large house for mu for I Hhali 50 and 
Hawn there and receive Hie avenue and custom duties, ns there is nr« 
now to slop my pasKiRc 1 ' Shiy^i Muffing He was far ton oigrmd 
With otSltr campaigns to turn in SuMt a.geii'. 

The :.i„l or Surat «M foOnwrf M»WIm ««. .*, altar 

MugM Wtrttanuh A lM8° »-»■ *«' **,•?!”* rl '" <M,Ui 
twoeping *wm .« **. <" ""'■;y L ‘r 

tSoshine Willi Ihu PortuguBW navy In Owmbar l n Stivo]i ' 

raided ih, MugEini pruvfaai of Kl,ajide S h, pjundera| . towns -and 

eatacfeE from v.ll.^e headmen P»f 

thal he mi S M prdleel Ihem-from lnm«etf Uuj wm she hi>, » «-« 
Shiv.,1 mpnsad MV m a hrmtory MUv ruled by lhe M.iyh, te, and 
with It began the process <=f Mam# . authontjr overlying Mughal 
'■ . .. ...LI in ilw course of turn.-, cover most til the 
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umpire, virtually obLilewting Mughal 
replacing it 



power iv i thou t ever fonudlh. 



As the Mtiii'itMin m the Dl^cllh JulLTiomfed , ALirangzub 
br-wan l 5mgh and sent MatiobnL Khan (Luliraspj with n force nr .jq^ 
in wjrvu under Prince Muazznm 'Hh.ii yielded no gains either In [\ 1 -- 
lhi l pmpiTOr recalled both Munzinm. and Mahnhnl Kh,’ni r and appointed 
Bahadur Khan (fefer titled Khan JaMin) a> thu governor of Iht! iJL^jj 
TJil!' cre.ifed fresh problems Bahadur Khan's brief was to pr^ti^t the 
Mnphnl frurthen. he ihcTofnn adopted a defensive posture ajjaingl ^ 
Manilh.iSj ’while hi- second in cotnmaiil. Dihr Khan l a v nurc- J o, n 
.lggrewivL thrust Between, the two opposed stratus u«s ihe Muj-hoJ 
campaign against Shivflji floundered 

Meanwhile, in December Eb72 Ah AdiE Shaft nf Uijapur suffered n 
para lytic slrokt and. died. and was succeeded la Sikandar Adil Shuh. 
a boy liaieU live v f.i r>. nld ! he plunged Bijapur into chaos Dippur's 
adversity was Shi vaj^s op pnriuruly Bui before he could invadt- Bijapur 
Sluv.iji had in secure Mughal neutrality, so once again he proffered 
subserv icnce to lire emperor Bahadur Khan, eager to divert MaiaUia 
raids Emm Mughal Lands, went along with the sham in March ]n?^ 
Shivaji took l‘anh;da then pnunqed on the null commerdfed town o| 
HubLi where ihe British ffftlors were among his victims Pori after ton, 
in eluding SnTara, fell tn him, he even appeared ni the em irons of 
Bijapur pillaging with impunity. .nivl lus naval wing swept down the 
coast sacking such towns its Knrw.ar nnJ A a kola 

The whole of I he Deccan was now SJiivaii'ii lumiing ground, He 
■ ■auld roam wherever hr pleased, strike at will wherever he wished. No 
one had ihe power to check Imn Sbivaji had thus become, in a sense, 
the dominant power of the Lfecenn. His potency was not however in 
the sise of Ins rkinUiin hut in hfS penetrative power HtS kingdom was 
-tsll Hoy in extent, ri barely 30B-kilbmetre-lorEg narrow strip along the 
ghiU-S. tile lull connlry shunned hv ihe Milghais as welt as bv I he 
lJB.-xa.ni powers Large portions of even' the Maralho, llOOfliMlld fey 
outside his rule Bijapui atid Liiak'Unda ivere far greater IvrritOJ'l-ii 
powers; ci'i-ii BhLViip - younger h rather Eknji held, in fiefhnld from 
Bippiir. lands. mure extensive and mure prosperous than bhlvaiT'. 
realm 

Ah. it dLsiii'v-ed Shivajt however was no! vu much the smallness nt 
his domain, as the fed that his power lacked convention.!] political 
legitimacy l-ot .ill his miUbuy mighl and debpite the title b'f rain lie 
sported, Shivaji wa : , consadered hi many of hw ■: or temporaries as n 
mere warlord Oc rebel by some even as no mare than' a fnbuIou'FtV 
■ ccsstul bandjlt Tins slalus, of being , rebel, warlord or bandit, was 
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I | ran .:|tionat position of Ihe founder of a new dynasty m 
rl ' 'd'lwal India, but Shivaji craved for the d:r Unction of being a tagAnatc 
Jlmdn monarch, to place himself uicnnlrnwertibly ahnvr all other 
« firntha chieftains 

There was a problem tn S.htvajj claiming royal kgiitimcy He was 
rdaratliA coountmity commonly designated as adra, while Hindu 
eim'eotioh specified that only kshalnyas could be consecrnhiel & kings 
jliV however was not an insurm oonlahle ciiifiCulh HlolIu society 
kspife i(i format rigidity, had suf/incrt praehcat ftcxibiiltv io deal 
U,ji the problem The anomaly of non-kshatriyas having Id he 
acknowledged a> rajas was not uncommon m Indian historv, and the 
U^ual sdLuildo to it was. tn invest l be upstart monarch with a mythi ill 
fcslwtriva lineage It was then no surprise til, it Shivapt s aci onunocfahvi 
MnealagiciU Bleuths found for him the best of all ksh.Unva Emeagc-s— 
hr was, they discovered, a Sisodia. a scion of the soliir iynnsty oi 
Muwar tKlCtng L's origin to ihe epic hero I ord Kama indeed In god 
Vishnu hnnselfl 

chi\'a]i f f. newly discovered sumi-divLue ancestry was iipprvcvd and 
sanctified (after sonne becoming and perils profitable fe-s ita hum by 
Gaga uhat, Li renowned authority Ott l-tindu nptoreu. who had come 
-,|| the way from Varanasi to consecrate ShivafL Cjgn El hat furthor held 
hedging lus endorsement, shat irrespective of genealogy. Shivaji had m 
any case proved himself a kshatnya by his deeds- 

White t" T aga Bhfll thus (Utfitled Shivafi, Shivaji m turn axaltcd Gaga 
lHi.1t. turning htm into a kmd of divine messanger, claiming dint, ihe 
coming Dt the sage Was mtimateti to him by godded Dhavani in ,1 
vision. Shivaji b-H celled uome distance JTnm Rmgarh tv welcome Gaga 
Bhm ceremonially, and escorted him into the fort in a grand procession. 
Thai nslenlatLoufi displav nf reverence enhanced, in 
common people, the holiness of Gaga Bhat, jnd, by refkAion, tilt' 
sanctity of ihe consecration he would perform 



IHE CORONATION OF Shiv.iji was celebrated with great splendour, 
tor the occasion was not fust til* crowning of a new king, hut 1 he 
founding of a new kingdom and i- new dynasty Even more than that. 
lE was, in Shivajl's eyes, Hie btgLnrung of I ho Hindu politic] renaissance, 
and he took care m have bn- pundits (race nnd restore ancient, Icmg- 
ncgiecled 1-Emdit coronation rituals higrufican 1 1 v a new era Was 
prod aimed to mark SWviiji^ .teewaiion ... 

Preparations for Ihn corufi.i hon took w. eral months, and everything 
wa5 Hone With the fastidious attention to detail that was typical OS 
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SSuVLiit Brahmin* from all over India with their fomihe* were mvilud la 
Raigirh for the cnreirnmy. and '^hivaji haused dud fed somu 50,000 n j 
(hi?m For four months. Meanwhile, Shivnji performed the pilurmu^ 
iueterdirr- ,md pi mil,. it inn ceremonies revjmred of him as percancis’V 
neglecting tus kshntnya duties foul □! ignore rvee of scribed Ca ,_| 1 . 
status) lie was iLiuJi invested with ihu snored thread, which brahmin;, 
and GTirinya:,, buL no I sudrai, were ill lowed io wear The [mesh 
further-^ for ,i fee— absolved him, ns they insisted was npcysMry, uf tk 
sin of causing the "de.ilh or Brahmins, cows, women and child ren 1 - 
even though hu cpuldj nut knowi^fly have conumttud such otteneeg* 
Shicaji also desired tci be taught the V«dic mantras, but the pneatfi 
firmly rejected Huh request, because, they claimed, in the prcvaiLa^ 
c<.m. the hjili Yuga Vedic m;in1ra> could he taught only to the tnid 
twm'u-born 

Grand Hindu coronations were rare m bcventcerdh-century India, 
sd Shiva's installation was .m exceptional professional opportunity fur 
brahmin*, and they made the most pi it, exacting high fees t mH 
receiving rich presents at £FVcry stage uf the ccirmnajiv ShlYiSfi was 
separately weighed .igainst seven uv tals {gold, silver, copper, /me, tin. 
lead and iron' against rlow.s, nutmeg and either spices, as well v, 
against sail camphor and fine linen, and finally against butler, sug.u 
fruits and all sods of eatables, inducting beteHenves After the weighing, 
all item*- wciu distributed to brolirturis 

On lnth June Lti74. the da\ of the cornnalion, Shivajj,. having fuskti 
i in previous day bathed in Ganga water, pul on a pure while iobc. 
and BClorntd himsetf Ills garlands of Flowers and gUld ornamenti EJ-: : 
then worshipped hu. household deifies, adored tJie feet of his family 
priest, reid Look tits seal on n tow, goltf-plulvd stunt tor the ufrlisMlwfl, 
the- consecration by holy water Suyra Bai, his chief consort, Sal to JilS 
left wilh her sari knotted Lu his rube and bhambliu|j, tiiv Mdcst- son, sal 
Close behind T1 : ■ ■ \shla*pradhan5 r Sliivug h eight muuHcrs. fanned 3 
dose circle around the royal family, standing at the cardinal and 
in termed late points sri die compass. with gold jugs in ttivir hands, filled 
with w.iter from the Gsnga and other holy rivers The, poured the 
^aitr over the n>y it Family amidst the charting of Vedic hymns, while 
"sixteen pi re- robed Brahmin wives, each with five Lamps laid on n 
gn-ld ‘ray, waved the lights, tuoujid his (ShivnjTs) head to scare away 
evil influences, writes Jadunatfi isarkaT in Lus graphic and exquisitely 
detailed descnpbCin of the eurnnatlCUv 

Continues 5.irkar .'"i tier the fll^sbcld|jp?rj, Shiva ji changed mtii ''■■■ 
robe of royal scarlet, richly embroidered with gold, pul oil spa rfd trig 
gciiL'.- wnd pvld Omamem-,, a neckLacc. n gerlnrd of ftuwerS, and a 
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, . ,j„mcd »J«1 atrWBs m <***& of P 1 #' '™ I5l,, PP od hl j 

W**" *?.’m btuv and aMj and again bowed to his eldsa and 
AV orif it tb[? aU5pK j DUS ninmvnL selected b] astn lp«ers r he 

^,1. taMW,' As § ivaji hmhiM U* "» 

* l wa , shnwnmd wUh «n> Miws wrnugli! n p-W and 
again the bcalimm w,«e» wavid their lamps » 

fSSi chantKl MCMd hyMB Tlwn. «. Ur Isnul uask np and 
n„«r.,ne and UK artillery "ol every fnri ... Uk kuifldnn. need 
“? r.« Bhai AM ehlof pnesi, raised die wy.il parasol over Slnva,, 

^i 11 hided “m as Chhalrapadil. lutd (.1 the UwbreJIa ihe usual 
oi great Hindu mnnawhs Late., sh.va,. Rinunml a nth , 
Swtoned elephanl and. sum.ar.ded by his miruste» and genera , 
f„, m a eerewonial pwees.™. through Ehugarh All along his potn 
wWnB1 waved lifted lamps .and showered him with Med rices 

“"ibi'iSnmuton fUea, spread m-er nine days and nine ngu-s 

mm «tz 

- «- T|1U 

i dclirahOLVi i-u&l Shiva) i some five million rupee*,. 

Soon alter the coronation, the munawn am-p^tuoriy bur.-i 
„ “ _fi in a heavenly slower of beneriichon ShLynfi s aged uioiln r [ j- 

see her son ewwnsd king dosed her eyes 

j law ctey* after tfik corpiwtibiv her li® (ulullt'd 
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fiHlVAJI WAS FORTY-SEVEN years old at tlie time of has cor Q nat]r, n 
Physical Jy he was hardly an imp ns mg figure Short and slightly \ n 3| ' 
Wished under ttaty-fcur kilograms nt the rime of hia coronating 

■let then* wlt. an immi-Htakatile sera eif power about him. a radjam 

intelligence, of which his cpntemporunt? speak rhpngh "m E j„t, t 

Shivaji's body looks Jean and short/' notes a Rajput dlarfct "even 

without Griding out wlw Jit j$ nne does feet instinctively that he is 

ruler of nu-n HLs spirit and mantii^s are apparent' 

The portraits of SMvajr painted in later times, which fairly tally 

vv ' Lh contemporary descriptions, show him with a |§§fhniigud .v.milul- 

nij4e ' lar K*- deep-set, lustrous eyes and a lively, cheerful expression, He 

was i an -com pinioned— ■ J lns appearance b wonderfully f,nr/ J notes Hie 

K.yput dionst— and full bearded, and wore his hair long. Duff on the 

lja£,Lh m the tradition among Shwaji's descendants and among tk 

descend,.' mtH of his numbers and domestlre, describes Shiva]] ns "a man' 

or snnflll 'la i lire, and of an active rather thflh strong make his 

CDUEUnnanca was hiirilSsame cunl intelligent, he had very long arms m 

proportion k* his size which, is recalled a beaut) among the Mohrattas." 

Ills most striking tea hires were his eyes 'The Safa < Shi van) is shun 

ami UWLW [yi|h quick eyes that shew a great deal of wit/' note* 

T1 ? eVf ™ C]ia P^ ^ taJa of tile reports at Englishmen 

Wh ° h,Ul ShlVi l 1 speak. Of h.s "i.uuck nmd 

peeremg eyes 1 

' in lud ^ D| P™P k - ind had a persuasive 

'"‘ h : !" hl '; ,1|L is V6iI ^ , daVBr - ha speate the nghi word, after which 

SShT?! fl T/”," 3 °“ «* «***.“ *•** i!it Rajpiii 

darat Hb Lfctyta Iks Am of hi* Breal a Uhm,K lip 

DiiHire Unlike mjsl rnltra of his bins, Shiva,. mimd m r.|(.».,,ire m 
^trfr 5 '' ln . d , l, ' r “ u * ,ll '“ 1 *>B life nlsined (L sjmpliuto and rigour 

iMr'Sr, w ssrt £ 

Tral “ ,Vl1?I w1 ^ he ™ near Thtmjavur kite in, E ru, S .i. 
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■ I -the camp of Stuvnji ts without pomp, without women and 
rec0Pds ,?' . n has only two lent*-— but of simple coarse stofl and 
wHllCLl | L _ 0 „ e D f [hem J or himself and the other for Ins. prime 
' A ' f - y sf R S u . puff -No soldier jn the sen ice cl Stvajee w.v, permitted 

uxiai -' follower with him m the field on p.i d ™ih 

In Ld r > ' Vr av , Strong moral fdreak in Stuvaji, and a high r< sprei for 
' . vhl?i hcrr of his own or of the enemy He- invariably addicted 
7 women ^ mother Even Khali Khan, who habitually damn - hhn-.i„ 
1 |-|uJl-dog J ', praises hi? fair hfEitnwni pf cnplives md .ubn-ct 
rt in ^shjvaii had alwavs striven lo matnlsnn llie honour ol liiu 
S3.' wruor*-.* «»»■ ««<* *H« r=r»v.,-..J m s 
rclwlItPOr in plundering caravans, and troubling maukm*. bu b* 
.nurriv abH'ttffiipd From other disgrawfuJ Jcis. und was careful iL1 
nsimum the honour of the women and cht!dn : ii u.f MuFiiinun.«1nTis 
when they full into his hand*. His .injunction? 

.-t-rv strict, and any wd who disobeyed them received punishment It 
w,; : - a Stand, ng order to his arm V ih.it, even during F .Jlagmg r. l!t - 
- ,nv cultivalcirs and women were not to fct mnleited, .md vnJ> 
nC h (Hindu or Muslim, were lo be token ns prison^ L™ mnsorn 
In -ill ihiM the major mHutm-. on Shiva ji was tu;- molher si 
wrph di- who instilled in ham nn abiding and mhaw rdigmos Faith Aa 
i Child, lie wwfvJd in attend nig Hie d^mt^ of TpkAnm, a remmned 
s d ,<- Living near FunU liter he took Jiamad.iE. nxiottiEr Maharashrnan 
as Jus splrilual guide As Shivnji grew older, me rigour of h-s 
relhfinus devotion mlensdicd -He loved m disirartim ^ readrog- 

and w (itra-M and sought the society of Hindu and Mushm ^ 
wberev.5 hu went." says Carer an Italian aristocrat m India m the Jak 
seventeenth century. ]i's sense ot hemic porpt^e. 

^ derived from die Hindu epics, the fcmrayjrar -Jid the _At J- ^ to- 
he tiirnidf seems to have been consamis •* the; inlluefiLe lor 1 l Ined 
to indicate the same ardour In his soldiers by h,iv mg the w chapter^ 
nf | he WrfjttirLinjw rauLiJlilv recited Lu them 

cJlite L JiiMnie fei'fli Shivaji, unM« Airawub. *»« 
wife r.Lon, ,b.d h. certainly «» not a l«g« lw «“ ““ 

would «,». nu couiprewfew «> *“• hul ^ ^JX^f lh/ 
rfnoten o< other people o oilwr «?»*"* - n ^ 

luk a| ie and in h.h br.llal .-nviri>nmcj,l. «‘l.giuiis iensibitjil ililiaed a 

wrfctin iirohitv even in his depredation?. . 

Shi V 0 U h/d in his iirmv several Muslim wAAibb anil captain^, by 

Whom he was well served and for whom lu? built „ rr«g» ^p^lte 
ra h^Tnitace in Raigarh His affidehltal secretary was a Muslim Kazi 
Haidar; ha even hi id a Muiirii guru, liaba YaktU nf Kclsi He never. 
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™P> ante in unusual circumstance, ravaged a Muslim hoi. , r 
ht'rmjliigo, .ind whenever a Ktirsin foil into his hnnuh ln ih ^ r,: 
plunder, lit; look care to hand it qVor rlefomntinHy fo KOm 
Not^ Duff, "Sivajae never sequestrated any allowance- 
Mahoiqnfiin govummimt for the support of itimbs. nit^uiu,- ( r ' ' u 
m commomarntiim in honour oF ■ite'nt* This rworonbal r.' ,'r 
ihr people of other religion's way ej&dud even tn EumD^r ti^ 1 

¥ durin fi oi Surat SWw.fi nrderuitiv'i’ ^'r 

Frankish Padrvs ait good men, and shall not be nialested " ' "' 

fn many respite Shivaji was, an unusual niter for ||, B l , 
could nbo be utterly xutfjtea as a medieval niter needed Sv| 
immny Isas kpndnr> ' H, WflS d Languished in his tnbe f or ro'ur 
-rnd irueil.genca. writes KhaFi khan m resentful admiral ■ ,,, i u 
( T.dL .md trickery hr was reckoned a sharp son of the dev ,! foe 
1 .J irnud Atrordmg to English median Is, "Shiva,, is nn hmvL[' ; 
mtaiTHiu,. foi Jiu- or.toru-.us thefts Lhm Report hath made- him an 2 
eody. and added wings or also JL were impossible ho could be m 
sn.iry places as he ss said m be ,H nil at one tijnc They .isrntV’ h,™ 
U> peri,™ mi.ru [h an a Kmorlem, inhr.ur that he » horrme iSMaik 3 

.ill cmdiuow of people." Tfco Mughnl- believed ihm sh.vuji .,,,, , 
>f>ri erer Who could fly through the .nr amiss forty nr fiftv v.ird- Fn 
pounce on his victim ■ - 

AH 1 h«s was or conns* myth Shlyaji’s t#cery was. only mtelh™ 

r mS IT. th * Dj opportunity What he did wa* mt 

..ii, pkaL^.,1 ui-prcuitSv -w She prey raw it, but il was L[J|,riably 

, VVn § L)u:l Lr ' fl latent "Siys]m was pattern and 

dt.hbBra.ie m has plaits, ardent, resolute, and peragvermir m thmr 

. ‘ dll p c " 1 ■"“< TOgg i M were so much tnturrniKnf unh 

p,nfawd «* “F™ vim. b£ 

„ T *F-## t ';°P“ fw “ m P**»F* nol very gailum but,! 

orolher .tay, ,h.m l 0 M m Ihc I mrh ® M £' L " ‘ D f ’E hl 

oils une facer of SW»^ r|, ua' l • |i h ? CU1, ™. !! K ' li - hom ' c ' 
when required An. I .. L i " He could, be sensatioilllllv cnlrcpjd 

invenliva He found a w a, a e * Sc f he w;is marvetcrastly 

to m, Fro « or » iy *Sf ? f "«TM*»n he faced, and ,« 

remarUabli' ut regard la Siva. P, 1 ™ ^ L, lhm^ ?,rys Duff, ‘'is more 
mgord la S**. .Iron the foresight rvrth which some af 
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JV^ G mim PERHGCrLY matched tlic Marridia potential The 
" itcn'bal itfiulf wis rn.-ii however Shivafi's creation, for it had already 
j,^. n |, , L ,jj cfumnnsl rated in the phenomena Ely successful careerr ul Sh.ihj: 
^| 1 iV3ii r s career wa!. tn ,i way tilt cuEinmatipli of Shahji ^ can'e-r Shahfi 
ill: "ii ; -hnuJd hu remembered, rrsnn to become, for .1 while, the 
unrmwnpd monarch of the remnant AhmEuin.ygjr kingdom ird lie 
Lvoutd probably have founded the Maialhn stale htmwlf bad hr- nnt 
hit ii (he- mhiforhin* of tanplin^ wjLh Shah Jahartf on the other hand 
hhiva|J probably would rot have been crowned ivilti m- gr ( ai n sucres* 

j-il= was- l! Aur-ingreb had ccunc into the Deccan durm^ Shivaprte 

tifetirne r , 

Vc-i Shivaji's carrrr was nol |ue.t an amplification of hr- iLilnei s 

career While Shahji preferred to operate within the existing 
pojitesil system — seeking- even in rebellion, Flie fogitimaev of acting nn 
liehalf of a (puppet) Nizam Shahi sulUin— Shivaji opted ouf «f the 
system altogefher Shnhji sought □ role wllbin the ustablisfied pnivcr 
struchire m ihu Deccnn. Shivaji sought to supplant Flu structure. 
Unforhmately, except in the mwSfo/, the tore area which he ndv d 
diiKlly, Shivap replaced the nLd structi^a noi with a new atrycture, but 
with anarchy 

Shivapi'i political Hysiein consisted of Fhreu concentric cnd.es At the 
cpntrc- rvot itie sti-tfra? There Shlvag was benevolently paternalistic and 
wnuld not allo^v the people l-n be Jiitra.‘ ; sud m .UiV way -Vi ■.. ,| 
Ylhli |nppri?ss] Lhv: poor peusants. who are holding on to Ihiisr 

Cotfoges, and somehow t-kmg oul a Fivelih*l>rt [they] WLll begin to 
run away , " ShiVitJi warned h\* off teem. "’Some of them Will starve Then 
they will think Hint you are worse than Ihe kfoghals who overran the 
cnunJrvsLde, 1 ' 

In' 1 be second cir'cte, the region contiguous with the fiwrnrf, over 
which ShivAfi claimed iiizerafoly but did not ad mum tor hh#elf l e 
spared the peopk- from pillage- hui t hey tvew required to pay dtauilt 
(oite-fourlh of dll' revenue as protection mdneyj and iiirio-Jintntiii iau 
exlril cull -tend I . as the chieJfain's due) Tii^s* taxes were not ShiVttfi r s 
invention, Oumih was current be ton' Sliivaji^ tlmi? m Mnhurisbtra, ..md 
nrbbablv elsewhere too. The Rajputs seem in have collected a similar 
toll— in ffiMiShufaet Kh^Ji- fov j Mughal officer in Marwsir, ‘oureded 1 
ihc Riimuts oiic-fouidi of ihe im penal customs dutiv. tor spring 
traders oil roads- Similarly ^Tdeiiwikw. wa ■ also an cv.- ling praclice in 
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llijapur Shivaji's distinction wm ifiot he collected these La^., i t T,v r .... 
and aver n wide fijiritaiy * * 1ve] )' 

Beyond the- suzerain lands was the I turd circle, where Shivcm 
abjective was plunder There he was dreaded Lu all dje p etl pf L , - 
pillaged all. irrespective of race and religion Oru;e, wht-n he' hev h 
S ruigafpocir, die leading Mara ilia citizen's in the town actually asvtvn ' I 
to migrate ■« the nsginn controlled by Muslim?., deeming it mu , 
Mpft Mnralha campaigns were not directed agamst pollliraJ^ 
mlblary target* but ag.imsl defenceless people of I he counlWcie ,-in°d 
small towns Fur the Deccan as .1 whale the sweep of the Marji] v 
tornado was terrifyingly calamitous 

Fdliigmg raids would remain a primary activity n j Shivail wun 
after htr made the transition from warlord to crowned monarch m i 
tliev would remak a part «i ih.- Marat ha political culture well mto Lhc 
nuieteemh century "To pfunslrr iht' cflamt is to Ibis day used by 
Mahnltoa tP «\pre*:- Victory . of which j| m tir.^ir estimation the Litllv 
real proof/' says Dull, wnbng nearly 200 years after Sluvaji's tunc 
Shr.aj] did rot waste his resource in fruitless- hetoics, ami vAmwv,. r 
he fell thni the yarn he could expect did not match the effort required 
he hack'd oft a* he did m the face of I tie n^istonce by European 
traders m Sural, for they had cannons and he had none. Mar did he 
ahiLK if m- castle in Surat, ''though he knew very wrl] I hat In? ndrav,| 
Hungs they had were convened Until er. and specially a g rM t dual of 
ready Money.' says Tliuvejusl Surutatlx hu nt-vur ..['lacked Go& Iht 
ridt Portuguese enclave nestling on the Maratha coast, hu. as Ihv 
Lnglwh merchants in India reported m June L hv -i. 'it is, none of his 

bu * l " ess f L, V 5ic & **? place that IS fortified against him. lor M will 
nuMism him Ui account He IS, and ever was. far a running bailout!!. 

and [ ° ^ hum Ui«e towns ihat have neither defence rnr 

ga-ird ■ For die .same reason, Shivaji also took caru never to .utack 
tughal provincial capitals like Aurangabad and llurhdnpur directly 
“ ymg ; TV */ Uia, * | lheSB S' hj - L_ “ honour of Aurnngzeb Will he 

1 ^ "V " 1ar W* c llim " df - Lh ™' God Knows W 

the strut Will end^ Suvaji wan most of tos battik because he had the 
prudent nm to fight the battfe, ha could nol win 

from dl enTnrk?u pa ; gr T a Ma50n was SM-monlh period 
"IJd/ 1 L?r 0 ' h r a ' d •' %• *-lwh .va S d,v L*k 

B ™d ^d, w5, a ' ^ ,rir^ di 

o-rnh^r I celel>ran :l j a1 fog en d uj the monsoon ui 

*“"! L " ** *" r Ior *» iMttw s~n ater tin 

i JTriT ° ( '“” ps *'» ^ ind a- Ihey took off. u 
P On defenceless tuvms and ha.bifcilions, b^llowntg [heir war 
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. .„ , , Tr «c- invoke the blessings of god Shiva, under whose 

C °'' .k- Bkicwa fendn-a sivallow-tailvd deep rvangu pcnniirilr-thiy 
lIlRr hi Pic wt ces to raid were y.']cded by ^luvrisf^ imdJmencr chief, tb, 
eJliini Naik. wltose spit- reamed (hr Inhd At die imd of the 
ilr ^lin the Maralhnh returned to Uit’Lr hnnwland, in time ior the 
soiiem lo till their land This went on year after year. 



THE ARMY NOT surpnsiiiptv, was ffife most cnttcal element m Shiy^M 
^vommcnl and he fiave Us orptiiMlion and training rlit utrm*1 
' u , r non In the beginning, the backbanu of his army won diu mtantrv 
■ujtcd for the mountain icrnuii where ho operated— but a- hu- cainpaigrs 
SSid into Ihe plains, his cavalry force grew m size and unporhincu 
shn.m also had a naval wing counting, in 1665, of oighty-five irip.u-.- 
"With ilrese vessels he marked and plundered ship* which wir 
proceUng to F.irnpu and to Mwca r " says Khflft Khan, In die coa, ,il 
Lien; his navy fought the Siddis, an Afaysslnim military rlan in India 
S? u-sually commanded the naval far«& of Indian infers; sometimes 
Marnth-i navy even clashed with European iwies, and ur at lest 
□lie occasion worsted them 

' shivaii had a fair number of nor-Maratti^ m hi.* army, won qmlv 
t few Muslim soldiers and captain* especially in toe cavalry but n- 
soldifiis were predominant!} recruited torn the ^dri ca^e- of hL 
hometami Every Soldier was pen-onath selected by ShiVii|i, ami ua- 
tokm mto service- only on ibe seemnty of a soldier 
Discipline was strict ui Hu Maralha army, despite lb Wv ^ ta- 
All plunder had to bo remitted to the i-mtu. md j 

bv Shivaji sitting pi durbar, the captains were ihen -wnrdedi^ 
pioparlion to their cifUiru, and ' won- prai-u d,-l, .pu^mi 
nromotud according to Htoir success tidier* ton wen- rewanJu _ 
none was allowed "to keep anythmg on his own. and ihose who hi 

th^pugiv At ». I. - ««=* - 
-, -, ■ nn L™ an inventory of each soldier's effects was taken, again - 1 
wh,/' JJrthi brought tack .1 Ita ,nd ut .Jr. »« 

„d Whflt ho had in excess ur adjustoJ agwsth:? 

salaby but equally, tossc*, including dead hoses weie matie P>«*- 
' Hu. Mar'lha cavalry livt.l off the axiom V emm try dUTPig die fa I 
u-vson bui ditmg the rainy season was can|pned a fgsture-lanis 
tX the prufeeban of forts Shiireji took grea, care in toe ni.untonar.ee 
a purity of lus forts, lor m them WOS the recur, 1y of hi. SOK-rmr-ant 
Retired ca plains of high reputation were put m charge ,n the fon* and 
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were aligned rtmt-free lands hereditarily *n that they would t t ,, 
ol their charge "a* the mother that fud them’ hfotea Duff q,' •' U|fc 
respect to ingress and egress, round s. watch** and patrols ltl 
wa| cr r .urn in, stores and .irnrainnihon. tvure most rmrlute[ Jn d tlf 

of each department was fiimishLrt vyilii disbnct rule* tor (r UKi 
from which no deviation was permitted/ * * 

To prevent sedition, Shivaji permitted no fortifications of m v l - 
llww Vlll-»l 3 « vrahs, in he built Within Jus kingdom, GX Cl T 1 thte* ,, 
nv hr? own troops He also disfavoured Liu jagir system, which lend H 
to weaken the central authority In all this, Shuraji's penary ermeurn 
Was evident even m his p.urnnaw of 
ihonpk tic Look rare to maintain temples, .17. expected of L , H iii d 
monarch and those temples without provision were cramed 
endnwmerm, he also mode the priests in charge of them aramritahl,-. 
lor their expenditure, to make sure that thu grants served (he rmrTXl , 
for which fluty were intended ' ' 

A .upert of Shivaji's rule was hia attempt to revive 

■ 1 1 ic Lcn t Hindi! political traditions and court chnvenhons Hu mfebduced 
Ivlarathi m the place of Pagan an tllu court lavage, revived old 
"■■lic-krit administrative nomenclature, and compiled a digiurmry c f 
uftr-i^ turms, the Rfljit-tgriw^rtiN^ii, to facilitate the change over FI, a 
oiuti.d ol eight minis tors, the ^ta-p^dtwis headed hv the Fcshwa 
too ^ modelled on old Hindu institutions Shiv*,! was influenced bv 
he htugjial revenue system but assessments were made on tile actual 
Y* etd lvitl ' 16 the cullrvaLurard iwo-fifths taken by the 

governinunt In judicial administratis civil caws corbmied [□ be 
J 1 ‘I “ by llll f F a nchavab ihc village council, .is from time unmemnnaj. 
a ilk- cnimral Law was based on the Jrasinrs, the Hindu Jaw books. 



■ ; . L r N(E . wht |f hhjVa J ] expanding and consolidating hii 

JTJ ■ '^ ril ^ madfl no "rnjor niciVL- against him He did not even 
S ' S' 1 4 ? rimitJ0! ' viewing it only as a mean, f OT 

r ih r lhL ' ™d nor as an act 

I' ^ k?' 1 ° f J “ '“-M"**! Hindu kingdom 

aboui t subtLt! -h Ul mklil u L! ^ hal llme,i B “t the coronation brought 
7 ° ^ i hi ^ 8S m There W , now a nmv 

n d hi n w ^ P>, | ' lra ^ wntinued lu, annual pillaging 

3 50 kncl nDl > ust P«*JU LT 

h?d been obliged to 'do' ujihMicTlT ^ ^ ^ ' nil '' n ' Lrch ^ 35 hc 

With diem ns ,™ fequal ' ™ enhirEd ' nta agreements 
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ri^c changes were dramatically evident in Shivaji's wuthem 
. of 1677, but even before that a new during wa^. evident in bis 
sent hb fortes ranging deep ml IJija pur ,ind the Mttgh.il 
iV'.-m in 167? Marathti army swept north to the- envirnns of 
i' riiiiipur and crossed thu Narmndn River for the first time, to pillage 
region around Bhirudi in Gdjfiiat wtiiJp anolhur areny struck 
ImuLiward to besiege Fonda near Goa. But the following year was 
L „ vlf ] V nmet for Sbivnfv as hn Jay ill for wveral months in Sii.ira 
‘ ' During his dlness, lie was visited by Raghurath Pint Hmiutn.mte. 
[Jlv d^ffected minister of his ste^brolher Ekoji An overbearing and 
ambitious brahmin, Knphuuaih had served Shahji b-ilhfulty for many 
tears -but could not get along with Ekoji, and bad left him in ,i huff, 
■'•Liwinft vendetta Raglmnath fust went to die &u!ln| of Bij.ipur, Ekoji “< 
nominal overlord, but fmdmg no favour there, proceeded to Gokonda. 

• vtiare he established a rapport with Madonna Fanl, the brahmin 
minister of Qutb Shall From Gdconda be shuttled to Satara to unrge 
com pact between Shivaji and Qutb 6hah. to conquer Ekojt J 5 realm 
.mci divide it between, them. 

Shi vail was eager lor the campaign Over several years Jre had 
stripped tin; bons 3 his traditional hunling grounds m rh-.' Ctaft'an and 
now needed a rich and v.rgu, tfmtury to plunder-which was p^ly 
what EkojL had, an eKterfiive and lush fief m Kam.itak.i rivhJch tin had 
got as his patrimony) and die nnncip.ilitv of Thanjuvur i.wJuch he had 
^ [Z ad from its effete Wavak ruler) Besides. Eko ? i had crowns hinuelf 
m Thnnjavur in 167fi, and bbivnpi presumably considered than -u. in 
affront to his authority as the head of the Bhonsks Shiva,, mong er 
believed that it a matter of honour for him tu procure hi* fightful 
share 0 f his father's lands in Kamatoka Lastly, in Lhv contact M h« 
crowing power md ambition, Kamalako offered an oppretumly tor 
him to extend hi* power beyond the Marath* homeland. 

liul before jShivaji could venture Into Kama i aka, lie had ln 
Ihe neutrality of thu Mughals, who were at hl5 rear and easlem dank 
So once again, now tor the fourth bow. he prefcred tn in- 

emperor. The Mughala. playud dung, tor Bahadur hhar, the tAu&£ 
pnverrwr m the Deccan, had just then suffer i n crushing defeii at the 
Lnds of Bljapur and w.au aagef foe ^Vulgs, and m .my • the 
Muehal strategy at this tune w» to encourage the Dmm powers to 
fiffht araonn khffhSctveS and vxtiausl eiich other, tor ihe emperor to 
pirk them off later. Uvsides, shivaji had token the precaution of paying 
□ I neesvm of money to Tiahadur Khan, part of it piivan^f as .1 bribe 
1 Pd part of It putilicJv as a febuto to Uie empnwr, He i-imved the 
piyment as 'a pi^HtiW m'/o^mant-tln; liioiiey paid to the Mughiili. 
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w* ufco '«» Hl«to given h> h» ouid, ™„.. 
recovered m greater measure m .mother farm ti;} be 

tn January 1677 Shivciji set om foi* Gokonda wkh ™ , r „ . _ 
cavalry and 40,000 LriLantrv this was a state visit nm ' 
expedition. sq hi took mi* In make his entry into kidcrihi i P ' ^ 
Pfiseant -^Icrnn and manner])-— hu saldicre w™ shiny' n**i * 
and Wscaptainsi were adorned with strings u f pearls and* ,iVi ^ DklT 

“ J l ’“ «** -ana w*a 

mIvk on (he bystandHS « he passed Ihrcugh city »&* j&££* 
decorated for the occasion ™ die aider* nr Qu?h Shah td>r 

S'he sulbn received Sii.va.ji as m honoured royal Mue ^ ri .. 
negotiahons w.m- cordial An agreement lvas sonn bached' by h,rh 

Co] ™* a h ' 5U PP [ y »AMj! with funds and a tmin of It I n 

imd Shivaji agreed tn share wiih Golcondfl fife -.nuthem eor Sife 

L-uliidm.q orriy Shahfes jagi r, which was left to Shivepi to dispose at 7 
he pleased. Fhc- terms also included an undertekm# for rn.ni f 

SfSE'oS’^t'2' w hicli Golcorida ..greed to ma ke ll £0 „ ta huS 

-2 w “• - — 1 5 ’ lbMd >- «f torn 

After a month Ln Hyderabad, Shiva,, headed south, visit™ pjaQ , 
<> pi pui'i-jy on the way and performing penances. IJicn he advanced 

o, Tll, ' nfa ^ r ' Eko,t 5 tdp]lal tak,r, fi ^ of Gingec and Vellon tin 
L ht w *? Amving on the bank* m ihe Raven River hTr™^ ^ 

Tairm.aEvad], some fifteen Idiometrts north' of ilia <n^n rii^r h 

EtZSzst? broU r r m J 

Was 1 NB»C lo imprison Inn,? ' h L - liMncnied' “L. o' “*?* J,luvJ? . 
over the ..-.ha, t i . ** mi?n J etl hmu has spread 

one should kLp his hcntEEt'" \( hJ 7- } fall l‘ Sr ^ P FUperty an]V hac2V ^ 
under no co mr uL,ini, tn S L [ VW WiT i ™ T 7^ ^ * 

v«y young and acted like a^|j^ y ^ *“ ^ f ° r Hl< * 

Ha would' n'l^r^tJir 1 m ° f ‘ 1 protB " L,Ve L ' kler ^P^er, 

Him from wreshng Efco,]^ fJk ’7 !!'“ dld rt0t preWjlh 

Shivs,, «■ «« -t iHH^mr. 

tbo «, of lta 1“ $$**** himsdf on.1 rvfumod 

Sh ivarfi Ihr iTeasLvre of ' L "' 11171 J E™^ to siiare wiih 

bef ^ ‘ 1M WL ' li ^ th^ revenue of the KamaLaka 

He returned hdUn^hanMl^^^rh^J ^ ML ° F SlltV£, J ] ' p Lijreer f and 
P ' M HuEnre thb nn&ul of the south* 
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, ^unsoor m 167B, iHcr an absence of eighteen months, 



MEAN^VHiLE Tl-tE MUG HALS: wore tm the move again in the Deccan 
!.u(]i DiUr Kiian adrapd® to besiege bljapur aty. In rls moment of 
oltiI, Bijapur had only Shivaji, I he eistWhik flftmJ, lo turn lo for 
Hiiccour Masud Kiian. the Cijapun regent, wrote to Shivaji J 'We are 
n-'irliboiir*- We tint the same salt You .ire n . deeply concerned |jji !h> 
wetiaru of] this Stale as 3 am. 'Hie enemy (the Mughahj arc day and 
mgitf frying to rum it Wc two caught tn untrv and oxpel the foreigner/’ 
In August 1679 he wrote again, entreating, “ Ihe rnnditmn of this 
royalty ls no( hidden from you. There is no army, money or ally far 
defending lire fort and no profusion al all The eneany is stfon,.; and 
. vc I bent cm war. You arc a hereditary servant, elevated by this Court. 
Aral therefore you will teel for tins llULIW more than Others can VJt 
LarmLit defend the kmgdom and ,t? forts without your aid Be true tn 
i.iLir kliII turn towards us. Command what you considpr proper and 
a Ehiit] be done by □£ " 

Responding to the dalt, Shivaji advanced into Bifnpilir, end 
approached as cl use as thirty-ajgld kilometres to the Mughal amp. 
then abruptly veered away to ravage the Mughal LiruT- betwsen the 
Bln me and Godavari rivers, presumaiHy to du erl tlie Mughala and thus 
ease t Ivu 1 pressure on RijapUt In anv case, it i‘- jj, far more profitable, 
and far less risky lor Shivaji to plunder ihe undefended Mughal 
lerntnry than to battle I he MughaLl in Bifapuf Unfortunftltl) when he 
was returning with the plunder he was intercepted by a Muglifll anny 
hhivaji test same 4U00 men m the action nnJ had to abandon the 
plunder, and he himself was able ,o evade capture onh with urea i 
d[f|jciilty. llcL'ing rbrougll obscure paths and marchcng inctiisaidly for 
three days and nights 

Around this time- ShivajT sufiere'd. yat anolheir humiliating when his 
■on Shamhhuji. who hud been « on fired in tlw RanHala lor? for his 
outrage on a mamnd braiimui woman, escaped and detected to the 
Mughals 5hamhliu,i would return con Intel) foSfilvaji alter a year but 
dearlv Sluvnji':- luck was begdnnmg tu mu i.nil 

A hw months aflcr Sh.smbhujLi return Shiva]i perfomUKf tile 
thread ceremon V of life young son Raja ram at Raigarfi Soon iflBr tlui 
ht tell ill With fEver and dysentery and a painful a-dlmg of the knee 
I cum-- I its condition rapidly turned Crcbcal. Mid after a few days' 

, lines*, he passed away at norm on 2nd April IhW). As Safiknx desedbes 
Iho dtiiUi scene, idter '■'giving solemn charges and Wise cnun-eL', tu his 
noblts and officer:*, and consolmg the weeping nS&cinbl.agi- with 
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Assurance af the spirit's immortality m -spite of (he ptn-ihiibl . 
rhe body, the maker of the Marathg nation, performed Hi., i ', . " n| 

hm religion ,ind then Fell into n trance, which imperceptibly 01 

death. " ShivaJj was fifty-three ' ' L 

Thti ai Shiva Ji-* d ^ h was noted by KtiaFi Khan 
chronogram ftifit in-jaJumnam n>ft— The infidel went to Ml' Aurmnl k 

d, f n m A ' mer m his campaign against the Rajput-. * 

reLwved md <2*d, limed. Myj A were emp] 0 ) e d ' *"* 

nineteen yuan, hm hi. Stale has a I wav. been mcrejJr 

Ai Hu- time of his death Shiyaji was in possession of dn ? 1 

domain sl'refohirg down the western peninsular coast (mm Dim,'’ 
.southward to Angola Mdiidmg the Europe, in settlements) /i 
vMundmg ellwand to include a good pari of modem Mah^hin 
Karnataka and Teiniil Nadu. nhl1, 

Shivaji r s w a s p remarkable career, and even lio, ad versa nos could 
nnt help admiring h.m "Although an mfidel and a Mk r he j „ 
wb,, man. snys Khali Kh,in Siiys Tavernier. -'Sluvaji is both wi* id 
Liberal bong sage Krimadas atlmatvek Air+r-n-iES’u!"- 

kernember Shivaji nja, glory iriwmateJ P Murlm. the founder of 
Pondicherry, had this lo -,r, about Shiv.ijj "The decease may well 
hD|a a fank "mong the great men of India, although all the 
conquests which he made during ]ils life wore done more by skitlfulnew; 
and cleverness than by Upon force. '■' 

Much of what Shiyaji did, especially m hi? early vein, wl little 

• 1 tT' ' K,m h “ Jilr > Thal ™’» 1 b. to But l L 

, did b 11 V| 5'™, Irinsfonmng his role from the, (if a wurJnrd w that 
, ^ Sh, ™J A Wfl - C right mM at the right time in die rijl 

] More than that, ho created his own opportunities transom dfrig 
ho ^umstanm ho gathered into himself the Mima ha L-ncvgies, arid 

'""bv ihPr« r “l 'f Un " S l,Ll ' L ’ n '"' ">■ k * ee well 

r , y ^ ^" p[e hR ^ fi hivaji : ?U n the strands from which the 
filbnc of prHitfui Indian history wcn,y be woven 



Maratha Collapse 



■pi ]E DEATH OF Shiynjl Wil5 followed by a short but vicious power 
struggle in Mahuriishlra. bhambhuji, tiVenly- -three, till: elder of Shi 1 . il|l -■ 
wo surviving --onFv was die rightful heir, but the A-hta-pm.db.-inLs. 
ShivafPs council of ministers dominated by brahmins, were uneasy 
about him. because of his turbulent ways and In.-, well-known anh- 
bmhmin bias Shambhuji, says Martin, Mas Lhc declared enemy of 
Brahmans" The ministers Lherefoire sought to raise the younger prince. 
]iafareni r a bov of ten, to the throne. 

The prime mover of the plot was Anajt Datto, the finance ratriister, 
wlu> worked in tandem with Snyra Bat. Kajaram's ambi limit mother 
Ihe ting-make^ kept Shivaps Lie-^th a secret— the funeral ohrequ tes 
ivece performed, privately bv a mlativE nl tiiiv,^!— ,ind iEicy dispatched 
■ i fierce to detnin Sliortibhufi in Panftala. where Shivjfi hud kept him 
under gimrd afior his re-defeclmn from the Mughal camp L : nfortrunaieiy 
for the conspirators, Ehambhi^t scented die plot, and in i rushmg move 
took command ai PfmjialsL 

Despite lh.it netback the min ls ten, went ahead and raised Rajar.im 
to the throno, EiiL denied qiuck micceb^, they Jo^f Lnomenfum, and 
piespn tly, with rtvalrtes -md |ejJoiir]c-i among the Ashta-pradhajis 
coming into play, she cabal disintegrated Hambir R-to Molute. (he 
CO mm on dor- in- C llie f, was tile first to defect to Shomhliuji He was 
Mowed by Mom Pant P ingle, tho PL-sllW.l With Lhat the coup collapsed, 
so that when Shambhuj) arrived in Raigarh m mid-Junt; td claim Ihr 
throne, there \v,l? no opfJd^itiOn. id lurn .it all A few Weeks lilter t»l 
28 th fuly 16 S 0 , a day chosen by astrologers: Shambhuis form il ascended 
the throne 



MARATHA CHRONICLES SPEAK of the lU omens tltat appealed un 
Shcunbh nil's □ccuSsion. but initially everything went off wvll. snd the 
first ph.iso ot ShamWiaji's reign wus vh. tract wIsewI by pnllti>.aJ 
moderation and mariial energy, Though Sliambhuji executed several of 
i ho would be Mg- makers, put .Ar.aja in irianft uni confined Soyrn B,u. 
niiMi L-ii till LLlhcr partisans of Rijuram wure pardoned ind /Stored to 
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royal favour Kajaitfrm him 1 ".? If was cunfirred, but more 1)1& n _ 
toan as a puniriiHfarfl I 'If Was not ill treated WJthm a foil 
his accerafon, at slit end m the unw se™ ; Shaxnbhiiji sen i his a ^ 
sweeping into KhandusH, plundering the Ruburhs of Burhun ' 
continuing Shtvaji's practice of annual pillaging raids. ' 1J1UT ’ 

tn nil ibis, Shambhujt's reign neatly dovetailed into SKjv.u,-., r 
Hiun. noi unexpectedly Shnmbliuji swerved into a path □/ he ^ 
Says Kluifi Khan -‘SarrMia ,n bis vile mid evil course of Ed 'T 
times worse Lhiin his father Sivaji. J ' Says M.inuca '■Sambaii W T~ 
man of unruly iMbits, who seized other men's wives.*' "He Jn-n i" 
himself far loo much with women and drink" noted the Dutch htij! 
in India tn a letter dated 10th February 1654. 

Thmughnnt his reign ShambhujL was under the sinister influence pi 
Krrvi KajiUji, ms kaspitiin Kmi Kaliu-k was the hereditary priESt bf the 
Bluinslcs lo Varanasi, and ir was. he who look charge of Shambhuii 
during Shivaji's flight from Agra and later brought Sum’ sale lo 
rhuu B h .1 distinguishKl scholar and poet, he was nlso a necromancer 
and tajUnL '- a practitioner of occult rites disdained by the orthodox 
Hindu. Local hr.ihmins suspected that he had cast a ipgc spell on tht 
pnnc(* r and they loathed him, Lf fur no piht-r reason than for wormin'- 
his way min hhasihhuji's lavour io their exclusion, 

Willi ShambhuiL the spirit of MilrnLha polity changed ShtVJii was 
da nog hut never a daredevil meticulous preparation, motion and n 
im,:- nf the possible marked ha actions Shambhup, m direst 
was hot-btoDded and mercurial., and therefore vulnerable While Shivmi 
took care I site i .i disisl.-ous early attack on AluharWor} to avoid 
n-ieruicmg Mughal political ■outre.,, fearing heavy reprisals, Shambhlip 

hfld ^ nnrt U1 the second year of hts reign made 

™ P ' ^ Allmadmtgar. He Wap too pager to prove himsHJ 
Further SJuv,i)L despite his predatory career, was an honourable 
Sw “ hl? p™pied even ,n his hng.mdage 

• i. J- ' ltllJ nane ° togh qualities. Arid, surpnstnglv for ,1 

nvi Qf ins wanton ways, he was, imtika Shivaft n rebgmus fanatic, 

■ W^l Jlt \ bl ^ try ° f Wus to November 1G62 he wr.it 

h,m fo S a a to’t S ** M Singh, , , timing 

present wi-lfl f ' "‘ ,r . lL ' 1 "'" 1 -^vrrtxi.gzela. Wrote ShanitiJuiji "The 

tofaWte w ih T* ?■ ^ th:,i Wl ’ **« all become 

™«d ^ jS? V !i Joftl Llil l ' L ^ ard ^ our' religion . We are 

waging war acaii^7th VCI> ? I ° Sr ^ treflsUre ' 0ur tond, <** torts, in 
, t m b vel v hriMl.r ^ IC Em F L ’' [)r ■ Thu moment ho, now 

ST i^ PeiDr !lm>5elf L ‘ W be «**««& and made- prisoner 
Lhe result that we rah rebuild nur temp® and restore our 

in 
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, ^ p f adic&s When we ponder on tins situatum, we feel 

* irerncly surprised to find thal you keep youctelf so quiet and so 
^mindful <>f you i religion " 

Sl l t laU nte were [util bravado Shambhuji was uicupable of rewlitle 
, mi -u stained action His campaigns were haphazard and impulsive 
n - |L { what vietorisS he won. Mys Manurci, 'were not ihp fruit of his 
■.wn labolir, but were dm? to Im officers He was much more inclined 
t0 5 p L , n j jus, time with women, amusement and wmu, [him to take ihu 
Ii^hi find pmulatv the example of valour and untiring exertion 
bequeathed to him by his father 

Wlit=n Du r gad a? and Auriingsreb’s rebel -^on Akbar arrived in 
Maliapshtra for refuge soon after Shambhuji J i accession l Fie Mamtha* 
h.l.t a great opportunity fo fLirm. Jn axis with the Rajput, Jgainsl 
Auran'gzeb, but nothing came of il, for the elaborate .ind eco] planning 
that live enterprise required was beyond the ra|.i s abiJih Rir from 
being able to help Akbar, Shambhi^ himseEf was in -serious troubJp 
Ltunng most of his reLgn. with -.Ian and family fetads tpltolcrmg the 
ManiihR kingdom Antiji Dattq, whom. hhnmhhu|L had imprisoned duruiy 
Lh'7 succession [URE.Lv blit Inter raltrnECd .'ind ruslnrcd tu office, showed 
In:, J^ratihidc by hatch ung a plot to poison ShambhujI. The- plot was 
discovered, and its ringleaders including Aiiaji ivecn trampied to 
death under the feet aF dephaiits Soyra Bav who was inenm mated . 
was administered poison, and lier family, lire Shirkays. despoiled and 
luumded mi More Efuu the Pesliwa, was again thrown Into prison, 
along willi several cither jonior offircis Kavl Kidri.^h s dominance now 
became absnSu te. 



THE MARATHAb UNDER Shambhup wen? thus in no posilion tn 
re,]Rt the Muglinh wlten Aurangxeb arrived in the Deccan m 
Bsjapur and Gekonda. oid and effete, were c-ven more vulnerable, i lls 
emperor therefore confidently expected, according to Manual to 
complete ha Deccan campaign in a couple of years His immediate 
abjective w as to neural am Akhar, a task that would brook no delay 
Vet there was a cunCHis tittitency fljbout AuraigBCb at this imm The 
king-^ mind is continually wavering ami flu IS extraordinarily 

pe'Evjih and um-asv because of hultan Akbar.' BngLish merchants in 
ijurat noted Lt W715 Wiill witlun Ainahgacb J S capacily In storm into the 
Maratha (iountry Arid eeiw Akbar. but never once did ho make □ 
decisive move towards that It was as if he did net w-ml to capture 
Atdhjr hut cinh Ll> him A r J for that lirriti.-l purpc.i!-y lire men 

»nS .-rU » ^ w >*«& 
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Hiss expLifn AurangzL'b's initial tantrtUvimsK. towards the M,i n 
Moreover. Aurarigzetfe m.nn goti] in I he Deccan Was ihe anneStaUt i 
BLiApur and Goicnfiilii, not the su ppression oJ I he Mnrnihiu, ivh^| 
continued tn iindensStiiruitQ: ns mere rebels AyrjfegzEb therefore m u 
nn major thrust agninsE iln- Miira-Uias for nearly a year .diu life ^,'j 
eh the Devc.m and even when a campaign was finally launched \[ , 1 
net sustained This inaction wan hnwever mistaken for LimidityV. 'i', 
English merchanbs in Kanynr and Surat, who reported "Tie fAukinp/Jh 
iri 50 inveterate against ihe Hafa (Shambhuji) th&t hi? hath thrown J 
■si.ifrj (hirban) and sworn never to put it on again, h\] he hath uWker 
kilted, taken or routed him put oi his country", and yet despite havu ' 
"with him ,i grail army he dill and attempts nothing, hems 
under t^rucil jcalountes and fears., thinks himself hardly secure '' 

By October 16B7 the two sultana ins had fallen tn Aurangireb Then 
came tire turn nf Shambhuji On nth February I ftfE?, tt riide over a V6ir 
ahvr Hie fall of Gelcnnd.u the Mughal* captured E^imbhuji m nn 
ambush al barganneshwar, a beautiful rivei valley swroimded hy high 
mnunt.uns. vyW says KOuft Khan. 'KabJml&s j|ayi Kala^i), the 4ttthl 
dog, had bu til .\ hnuw, embellished iviih paintings, and surrounded 
with a garden full of t'rutl trees and flowers : Tlieie Shimbhuji -.poxied, 
entinHe "unaware of Hie? approach oi the falcon of destiny" vVnsu 
Maralhn SCOute Wanted hurt nf tin? approach of the Mughal cunl undent, 
lie dismissed it as impossible, and even 'ordered I hi- timgueu Ll f the 
reporters in be cut out for babbling, say -. Khali Khan. Shambhwjl was 
curiam that the Mucliab, could never penetrate the deep jungle 

FVesentiy hoWdver. n nin j.11 Mughal cpntmgdnt under Muqarrab 
Khan swooped dawn on the unsuspecting carousefe. scatlered the 
guards and seirud Shflml|u)i and Knvl k.da-K. ■ Although Sambha, m 
ih-v brief inter ni had shaved off Jus beard, smeared hit- lace with 
jj-Jic-s and dumgpd his elotiws* he wm discovered bv a neddaco of 
pcarm under his gnrm enr* and by die g old rings upon the lege of his 
horw, says Khifj Khan 

Shambhujife capture was probably (acilitated by 'the treachery 
Brahmans'", k Martin notes m his 'diary of March 
l6S - ldie ^ * udittltd by thi- fact that tiLi attempt at afi wu 
Z^ll ' J f r £ 7 ( M dl|fUL S Hi'- Eorig trek of the cap** 

7 ™ ]lt hl " ‘ ■ u duri 1 l, S !]ll -v were vulnetebg Marlm m. 

Ml -iad forest, Sfambhuji* doom, and had noted m his diary as 

^cnielj ; &hnittbh ^ N* ^tiriuas to men* 

^ai^t 1 B^hT • dfjC ™ h * particularly 

[ ^ bC k ' r ™ ^at this pence m 
htmfieW * h * ™^uct the Brahman, ^ forgive. 
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l|H j LiEi-id^s Iheir diameter is in guvrun among Lhu Hindu pnnre-. " 
fhore was general relief an Lhc capture of Shimbhtqi, iUTording Ln 
Khah Khan "The rejoicmgs," he says, were "j^re.n among jfJ da^sf^, 
front chaste- mnlTons to miserable men In every town .tncf village 
on the read [by which bhnmbhii|i was taken In Aurang/r-b 1 rnnipl or 
near U, wherever the news reached, there was grea! delight .md 
wherever they passed, die doors md roofe were full of men ,in-.l 
women, who looked nn rejoicmg," Khali Khan no duubl eKajjgRrates 
nufrf or Ihu people, wo must rissume.. had gathered out of enrlostty, not 
rteeu&tarily m rejotce 5hamhluiji J s Maralha antagonist were nf course 
happy Lo toe ]Lim go. similarly, the men oJ property and (lie peaceable 
cnnLmnn people in thv Dnm, to wtiteiievar community they belonged, 
were also probably relieved I hat this great disturber of peace had at 
H^t been captured '’Shnmbha)i Kaph had rendered hunself qdidns to 
his subjpets by hid vuilenav his cruelly and his debauchery noi.- 
Marini. 

The MugluLs exulted over the . aplujre. ' Sunn was chained, .-rnw^ 
Mu&taid Khan Auifiigab received EJie prificniars u : durbar in his . iinij- 
.\t Bahadurgarh. 71lt‘ Iwo were |aken m all trns&ed up. ospcYL.lJH KaVl 
Kaiasb, as a precaution against Ills sorcery— lua head and neck and 
every hmb was firmly secured Ho that he could US* reity bis eyes nnd 
tongue," Fay's Khali Khan When they were brought m Uie Qflflperor 
stepped down irom bus throne and knell in i prayer or thanksgiving', 
beemg IJils, KliVt Kakisb commented mockingly: jr Q Raja, al the sight of 
thee Ihb 1 King Alamgir, for all lus pomp and dignity, cannot keep his 
seiii upon hif throne, but has perforce descended Erc^m it to do Ihe.- 
hmour, ” 

What was Lo be done WLtll Shamhhujr Some uf Aurang-jicb'V 
cuunseUprs advised him that his life should be spared Lr hv .surrcadEred 
htR forls and revealed where his tneilSii rcis were hidden. Bui Shambhup 
and Kfl,VJ Kala^h teredwed that Option by iheir deli berate I y violent 
nbusc of the em peter They knew, i^iys Kliaft Khan, thar even si their 
lives were spared, "Ihvy would be kept in confinement, deprived of hill 
the pleasures of lire, arid every day or life would Lie a nev. death 5o 
both Sanibhfi and Kabkaloa indulged m abusive language, and uttered 
tile must offensivE remarks in tiie hearing pf die Emperor's servants.' 
ToJd ai tiuji, Aurongjeb ordered their tunguas to be cut mil, then tiietf 
pycu to be pemged 

Finally, nn 2Js( March luH 1 -. about SIX necks atier their capture, 
they were put to dc.Jlh with A variety of tortures, says Khafi Khan 
Thi? skins of tlieir heads were *hsn ■-tulfed with Mraw and Sent tn be 
exhibited "in all Ihe ci Lift and towns N the DaNhir), . stlv the beat of 

4&\ 
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drum Mid round of trumpet.' Auning^b, who viewed ShrimhF 
'the mfemal «m nr the infoma] infidel 1 ', would not irem' hi J” 11 
vanquished prince but only as n captured bandit And Sh am J ^ '' 
his part behaved like an outlaw " ' U J 1 

T>ns is essentially the sturv as told by Khnfi Khan Olhvr cht-or i 
add frills to M M:mua;i says ihnr ShambhuM on his arrival m , J* 

m P v '^ ptfadod through t be town Jlfcu a clown, before being St 
to ihd emperor, and that ' when t here he ordered his side u> be r . 
open with an as and bin heart eitmeted Thu body was then JTun?"" 
a dunghill and abandoned In (he lender mercies- of (Jit- dogs." D-'i? 
basing his Story tin Mariitha manuscripts, says, that AurEmgzebofferr i 
to save SJtsmbhU|i r s life if he IwcamF n Muslim, to which ShambhuH 
wh.i w expected and wished for rothigg btit deaths «plicd, Tell \h \ 
Emperor that if he will give me hi-, daughter I will become , 
MuMulman' — nol art improbable response front Shombhufi 

ShambhujL's midyear reign marked the transformation of n,, 
M.mt n Bovemment from Ship's tightly disciplined filling marbim- 
“ lo ^.hpnine anarchy As the state slid towards, bankruptcy, 

ahamhh.uii contrary in Shiv,i|i’h policy, farmed Ihe revenue Th i-. j E( j ^ 
spraililurs ciillouslj exploling peasant-: who, unable (o bear 

h '™ h, P ™“ tbeir fields, further oopovorishioG ft,' state 

the pnnKioin affect of Shmbhu,,-, nap, was WMSt fe „ ln 

T* ^ ”, r ‘ s ‘' r ‘ ,BSI > entoretd by Sh.vaji. now v,rlo„ll v 
disappeared Slragglers were allowed to pm, plunder was secreted 

**r* n ,, were n »‘ only permitted. but women w L , re 
boreal,, oil Iren, the enemy's country as an established article of 
rd„, dec. and either retained as conorbmes, or sold c slaves ' notes 

,2' to i h f 3 lh 1101 be 1 ,D,C| IlHty were ercojroged to 

“n , 1 c nre T, Wn “ m -' W “P for flw defewta, m their 

ple«^ Ma retire 3 . M ™ al > wherever they 

pli.st,. Mar.Ure arm, as were often accompanied In 

maraud, og bands, later to be infpmnns as Pin, laris > 

iireepKli ™r ,’l-rn "' l U ““ ''I™ a 6*™"*- term lur all bandits. 
& ,nTr re'l - I T - ld “ !re disbanded from rile cram re 

,hC “ -—da. J 

om nivorouE , predatory humaimid m ° r * ‘"' 3l i un S LL '' w ^ fire the 

pleased . So the Very name Man ft, "t"™ 1 rff,:inif - d flr »d hunted' AS he 

amems she people M, wall, a hwI^^.^LT*' * “ m ' ic5s 

responsible tor the ra, nation of todia ,n ™a S *•“ f" 

1E1 ?arJ > mod«in iune,s flnJ (hey 
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r.uidflliz^d rmiiJ'ii polihcaJ fiibrk iTi.il ii crumbled m Tie mew tuucli 

n [ the ISnlifth 



OS J STH FEBRUARY, □ wuok dHrj Shamhliuj} L,ip!un>d, hut 
^ unity bve ivwk 1 * before liu- uxccutie,n— iig.nn indL-aimg prpinpdttaticin— 
, , timhinih oligarch*, whom Miambhuji liad du-ddinud in (iii-our. 
brought Rajamirt, now* nun/N en, out of > ■ mfineincnl And Crowned him 
Iding ,ri Kfliggrh ""iTicv planned tbeir meiisures with ivitv-Jotn. urAnnruty 
ind mvs Duff shamhhu|i"s sun SJi.ihu was only -in tl-.en. 

and not even h i h inotJier, Ic'r^u But ujade a cLmn for him 

RLipnrfi had Liltlc chance of iviirviVLng on 'hr rh«wre With Bifapur 
lu d Gplconda fa Lien,, tlic enure focus n( Nfughal a I tent ion was now on 
r|u- Marnfhas Rnjiirjm was not siifu in Ralgarh, nr anyivhere else m 
^Jabaratahlrfl. For hi> own safely, as well r? for the survival of (he slate 
L l W£1 y essential in put a great distarct- beLwecn ihe raja and the 
Vtoyhah In this crisis, Prahtad hTyrajj, ri high Moraiha noble (wi 
iihargc: cif Raj.imm, carried him oul of Hapigaih -ind w trh an uscqf] i't 
|U c.t Y.li^ -oELhers took him Lirsl Lu the ioutbem fort uf Panhats whur- 
fhey j.-oted during the monsoon, and finally to m the l.innl 

iuuniry, as, lar iiway hoin the Mughal reach a:-, they could gel 

The Fugitives travelled diagmdgl a* religious mondtear ts Even 
then. JL was ,i mast hazardous journey, menaced a I along the way h 
Mughal patrols alerted by Aurangrjpb 'On a couple of vjxiuiam lh?y 
Were very nearly captured t.H'ivn they Erji t : I l- : d on font, with Nirsji 
IregtienHy canyuig him {llajhram} or. hiS own sJiould er> uhen the 
R,i|.i was ton weak to walk notes Martin in his diary- On lith 
November 1689, afier a seven-monih odyssey, dim finally reached 
b ingee nnd took over (Bh furl from the mluct.mt bunds qJ Ambika Bn», 
Shivofi's daughter (whose deceased husband had been the governor of 
lho reesun) and her minor son 

Prahlad Nim]i saved (he Maraihu stale. In October 1689 the Mughal^ 
stormed Raigarh and scimt ghambhi^fs fa tndy including h* wifu 
Yet,u Ihu and her young sop Shahu Amungzvb Ires ted me- cuphves 
with murltty-Shahll was coofarrrit the bile mfa and pVcn Lin- rank (if 
70D0, two dpi higher than what had once been given to Shivaji-bu 
they would bu detained by the MugMs far eighteen yvArS urUil 
Aurangzebg death if Prahlad bad not taken R.^aram to Gmge* the 
Mamthii State would not Mve had a kg^maio nuckirs arounn which 
to cohere, and probably would not have survived 

Noi surprisingly. Fiujaram treated JTahJad as n rather note:, 
Martin Prahlad WAS nut of course labnunng solely out oi love tor 
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RaFPram, hf hncf, as Marlin writes, '‘Jus own designs" -A& 

Rnvnl Deputy. .1 post specialty coaled lor him Pro hind became \\'l | 
fj£lo ruler ni the Mflrathfls Kajaram Jm. 1 not mind He was an easy " 
prince, addicted in opium and soresiinl pleasures N-ales Martin PrattM 
'til mu the- youiig p nn ™ Info pleasures and amusements ht r r i h 
tlim mam three or four women during the first (wo nr three numih 
oiler his arrival The dancing girls without whom the Hindus do nm 
^we ^y feast In be complete. were brought by the imm^r m |[ 
Court in many troupes and they served tor other pirip 05ts u! 
well] N 1 143 



'Alien Rajaram mounted the throne in Giiigeo. J, g L ijd band.,, 
Hath.es, shawls, and letters announcing the event were sccrrUy 
forwarded and p|=irinted to all the principal Hindoo:, throudiaiii 
Maharashtra^ notes Duff. Thai bore the promise that the Mu raid a state 
would endure 

Uni before ive fake up the story uf Maralha revival, we have to umr, 
to the fate-, ot Bi|apur and Golconda 



m 
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DURING THE FIRS I twenty-three years of his reign, Aurijbgssflb had 
rnd only partial attention to Deccan affairs H> remained tn the north 
!irS t waiting for Shah Jahatt to die, and then occupied with 
miktiir.- campaigns as well as wtih (he? formulation of his theberahe 
p ,||, ]L ^, During that period he confined himself primarily to a holding 
operation in the Deccan, keeping his frontiers intact while attempting 
1 1 . wsiken the Deccan kStgdums hy setting them pgainst each other and 
tv fomenting internal dissension. Occasional the Mu ghats did make 
forays into Hi]aptir and Golconda, but made no firgnificant gains, as the 
Mugliai army in the Deccan was often weaker lhan the opposing 
Dnrcani forces Aimiugzeh who saw the world m the image of his own 
pjjmoid soil and would trust no one, especially his sanft was reformat 
to assign strong armies to his pfOddnsuLS m the Deccan fcir I ear of 
rebellion 

Tlie Deccan sultanates did what they could to avert or delay th^Er 
annihilation Ah Add Shah Ji, the Sultan of fijjapur. tried it? propitiate 
Aurangzeh on his accession with substantial gut:-- and later cooperated 
|al least outwardly 1 ) with bulb Shayista Khan and |ni Singh in ihcir 
ppemdons against Shivaji- But Add Shah was playing a double- 01 triple 
role, as dictated by his own sun-ival requirements. Towards the Mughpls 
he was courtly submissive, but secretly subversive knowing that conflict 
with them was in the ond inevitable Similar!;,, in his dealings with the 
Marat has, he sought In discourage I hem from making incursions into 
Hippy 1, and at the same time secrelly Encouraged them fo resist the 

advance of the Mughals . 

Tlie Mughals were no doulu aware of all this "Add Khan in his 
futlv played false with me, 1 ' wrote Jal Siflgh to Aurtngjteh 1 Ho 
outward tv sent an armv foto Shiva's territory; but he nraidered the 
utter destruction of Shiva to he harm hit tn his interests and wished 
Shiva In stand as a wail between the imperial troops ami Ojjapurjs.- 
Furthermore, Jal Singh noted, Adil shah had psiWed Gokopda In 
lend money to Shfcriilf -white he was nil the kmc breathing loyalty to 
the Emperor The* actions of Add Shah gave the Mughals an **cu*, 
to invade Efonpur Moreover substantial amounts of war indemnity 
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were ^tiLk due from EJiiapur tn the urtipunnr So bn \6fyh f when f,n g, - 
after securing the submission of Shivap. sought permission to smT^i 
Bijapur, \inraflgzeb receded to the rushes! 

jai Singh Opened hie campaign in Nmomber lftfS, *U KZ 
up -orm? nf the Bijapur officers with bn lie* As Ehe Mughiita approAched 
the sultan tried to avoid war by offering to rrieot the Mughal demand' 
but the rap spumed the offer. Ja. Singh wns determined to ca p 
career with Ihe conquest of Bljnpur He was cnntictenl of L y U|L . 
victory 4 

Bitter disappointment awaited the raja Bi[apur, though a vm.in 
kingdom compared to die Mughal empire, had substantial reso\M^ b 
and a strung efibugh army to thwart the Mughals It had. m ^ 
annual revenue of 7ft 4 million rupees and in addition mteived 32s 
million nipces as tribute Ereun vassal rajas and zemindars; lI had an 
army of 90,000 cavalry. 2$0,[XX> infantry and 330 elephants ThoujTh' a 
part of this wealth and power had since Lheri attenuated. Bijupur was 
still a infl|or power, and was' furthermore buttressed by a contingent nf 
k2,00p cavalry and ‘S0,tJCXI in tunin' t^enl frum Gnlcondll to cniiftler Uic- 
Mughai invasion The morale of the Ehjapim army, despite many of its 
Officers being mmipied by (he MughiiLs, was high ainf My 'fought 
tenacjoubly H lough Jai Singh did m.ike rapid progress in tl Fully and 
at Bijapur ply by Ole hist week nf J any a rv 166d. once he got (hare 
lie realized that il Would be impossible fot him to capture tile fprl l> 
fonoa. 

He had broughl no siege guns With him. expelling to capture £ hi? 
city b>- bribery and stratagem That did not work Efijapum had preparetl 
Ilian salve? with mtWess thomughness for the defence uf the city. "The 
embankments of the tanks were cui. ’ writes! K%fj khan. 1 pnu-vinnu? 
matters and Carrion were Ihifiwtt m the well? the trees and lofty 
buildings ntar the fLirtre*;, were destroyed, spikes Were fixed in the 
ground and the gjuddns and houses un both -udes of die city were so 
destroyed that not a trace of culture was left near the ah' ih|apun 
riymg adumns hung around the minding forces, harassing them 
raiding imperial Lem tonus in the rein, and threatening the Mughal 
tines us communication and supply Ja, Singh Hum pleaded with 

adv “ w w1 p the DKcan himself, to clinch I he victore 
out the emperor refused 

IXcrptSfi all the handu-ips, Jai Singh invested Bjiapur for eight 
IT u 1 | l 4 n - ip ^ Li: to the fouT million rupees Auranoeb 

f°"* a 10 ? e tcD million rupees of Lfe own fund?, honing 

the annexa tion of Bijepur. A LI Of Jt 1-auw Jo 
iiothmg, .md in Ihe end he wa? competed to lift the ^ and pu l[ out. 
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,... wav back harassed continually by the cnemv. he returned 

by B« — of «- !»• ' 

w nim p H ugn wns an unmitigated disaster A great career Urn- 
. ^ J & Mir y whimper t'Vnsurud by Aurnng/eb and Trilled to 
"nod ffli Singh died on the w.iv at Burhanpur m mid-July 1<567 

f, in ABOUT SIX years, fruni jai Sfogli'a relreat until 1673. Bijapur was 
1 nici tested cither by ihe Mughal? nr the Marath**— i Print e MuaKam, 
placed Jai Singh as governor in ihe Deccan, was sluggish, and 
Ch wall was in one of hi? rare qfitet phase? It was however only a 
; efi pile from war. not peace Perhaps rawing the hppd«snes nf the 
future All A chi Shah II, who had toiled for a decade and halt for Ihe 
nitservatijcm ni his kingdnm now sank into a life ol nmn^ic dissipatnui 
Predictably when he died m December 1672. risfled. by a pamlvhc 
stroke the kingdom itself fell into its death spasm 

nils vves an opportunity that the Mughal? and the MimUha* could 
not piss up. Bhivaji was the first to pounce When All was guarded 
bv hi? four-yerar-old son r Sikandar. and the kingdom -.ph min 

iii uabhl mg factor SKLvaji swept into Bijapur sei»n 6 ^nd forts und 
pLgmc extensive tracts ot the knigdnm. even the ncighhourfiood of 
Lir.ur The MughaL? were slow to react . ^Bahadur Khan, who had 
in 1672 taken over the Deccan command under Prince Moaiiam, had 
teen advised by the emperor to ctHiraitrab* on dm d^ercE , 
.mpen.ll 1,^,1 no. ,-n 

W hln m LF>76 he finally invaded BijspUI he huffert-d an emnarr..^ . 
defeat Though tkihadur Khan later succeed^ m buUymg Dija pur into 
surrendering t couple oF foils. Aurangieb was displ^cd with him. 

and reptacid him with the Liypcradive Dilnr Khan who Pl™ P , 

» At,-*.-. «=*. H 

«- r Ff' ^ -I ^ 

□nd they resented tier t) e j ii b ^ ^ ^ ' packed out nf iiis agreuitlfnl 
En ihe fare of fl« ^t pact with Shi«j. the 

w.th Dilif Khan an ei rj j j r|din >tta5 t ver a 5 cmH P the pact 

Mughals But UR secret m J ^ o{ Brjapur 5hahr Banii. in 

he. bretlieri, c to « n , lhm vommerdy «n. « 
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to the Mug hob - lhf people of Bn-ipur Liiicd (he streets tn bid J- Ltr 
emotional farewell — but Diiir Khan, though he received the printed 
with din- honour-. and sent her r.n to Aurangabad, continued i" 
advamre towards Bijapur dtj 

Ddir Khun was up more feticcesstel Limn |.b Singh or Bahadur Minn 
in seizing Bijapur, so lie -.terled the otfcy and set about ravaging th P 
countryside,, especially Shivftji's Karnataka Ijiuk, in rctn batten for t:ii 
Maratlu pillage of Mughal lands But m the end be too hnd to rekea'i 
rrom BLjapur in disgrace, after sufkrtrS $ humiliating defeat in twEaxch 

.u the hands of tin tribal Bcrads in LhcirheU b a tween the Krishna 
and Blunu rivers Aurangieb was furious. "Your lir.sl duty was | 0 
guard l he imperial dominion:,/ he wrote to L>itsr Khnn "What folly LH 
this tbnt you have practised? You have neither protected my domlitums 
nor gamed your object. Withdraw quickly from the siege of Bijopur in 
the defence of the umpire " 

Soon after Dillr Khan's retreat the scene ui Lhc Decom changed 
dramatically, Sliivaji died in AprU 16311, the rebel prince. Akl,w arrived 
in lite Deccan and chasing him. AuranRwb himself. Once Aunmgzeb 
arrived, U was only a matter of time be fern? the Mughal juggernaut 
rolled over virtually all of peninsular India 

There were several proximate causes and provocations for the 
Mughal annexation of Bijapur and Gotconda but i|n-ir fLLt,. was in any 
cu&e sealed hi the inevitable r ulci L swell of Mughal ictipsrj.il esp,Lnsicin 
into the Deccan Aurangveb however had a problem which had not 
Troubled his pieduce-hnrs Ins Chief Kazi, Abdul Wiihab, declared that 
it was unlawful for Aurangzeb, the champion of Islam, to attack fellow 
Muslim mnnarchs Aunmpebk answer was th.if the Deccan sultans, 
being Shiahs, wore Jill Ip dlffetenl Irom infidels — a predictable response 
irom a monilieh who habitually calkd Lhc SEiiiihs rn/iz/., heretics, abused 
-Jiem m his letters as £/mfr- Witf ? rr. corpst-ealing demons, and named 
hio favourite dagger Ratai-kush, heretic slaytr. ' 

Initially.. lor about four years after Aurangzeb's arrival in the 
□eccan, there was not much Mughal pressure on Btjdpur, because of 
™TS‘ s preoteupalton with Prince Akbar, but m the summer: uf 
J t ' - , h ' intensified their campaign against the sultanate, and 
advanced to tenge the city of Bijaptit The siege, under ihe overall 
Lonunand of Prince Azam went on for some thirteen months, still 
bnnpur remained defiant In July IfiSfi the emperor himself arrived » 
r.!|.,pjr IO take charge of the campaign, and two months later, die 
Bijapur army, Uwmg withstood the 3$^ far ever fifteen months, their 
rnnki reduced to |u-.t -OOfl men, surrendered the city. On 22nd September 
!«*, Gutter Adit the boy-king row eighteen, theater of 
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jjK; lwo-oenlury-cild dynasty, came dtii of tin- dty and surrondETr=d to 
Aufonpteb 

bikandai was received graciously I .■ Aur.mgzeb m durbar, and '.-oi- 
given ■ swat cm the .emperor's, light, the place nf honour ■[ shall exa.ll 
y.iu witli many favours anti gifts Be composed in mmd Aufanjpreh 
[rtjtl him. A pension of 100,00b rupees was bilk’d on him, and (W 
fourieert yea rs ht vegetated in Mughal captivity, till his denth m 1700 

Aurangzub entered Oijapur seated nn n portable throne, scattering 
lijoEd nnd silver coma Hu was, h named out. performing flit- test ntes 
nf |his once gracious ami prosperous city A deva-stehing bubonic 
plague killed hnli I hr city v population soon after lL 5 - falf, and Bijapur 
hecainv a ghost city. jLs nDbiJily iijfipo Verified, its artisans, sdiolars and 
pciek scattered anil without sustenance. 



AJ : TGR BIlAl'UR CAME the turn of Golcarda, The kingdom had been 
ruled for furly-SEX long bill undiVtcnguisficii years- bj Abdullah, ih<; 
sixth kuig of the Quit htiah dyn.isly. During of ins reign tic 
content to leave the gbvemmeiU 5n his masterJui mcitlii-r HayaL Bakhsh 
Bugtun, ami when dsed, io his eldest snn-m -Jaw, Nfeamuddin 

Ahmad, who governed For sis years "Ttte King ha-. Jus? all mental 
imi and ha=: cViised to Jid-ld ihu reins ot griVerjurient, 1 say'- Demi-ir 
"Ik nevtr appears m public to give audience and administer justice 
.iccocd sng to the- custom of the country iior dfk- 1 - In ^ enJure oulMdf iE i- • 
walk ^hf tlte foi'Lr fc!f .5 oJ Golcorida Con fusion .'.fid misrule are die 
natural and unavoidable con-S^querici^ ol thi”. i.tate of Lhing-i Tho 
grandees, total ly drn re gar ding the commands uf a mtiniirdi for .-hum 
they I 1 C 1 longer leel either affection or ruspuci Erxereise ,i disgusting 
ly fanny." 1 

Abdullah Spoilt tno^I nf hi:, lime with dancing gtrfs prachsing 
Liigemous farms of sensuality-" Gilder his Indulgent rule, Gnlcond.-i 
became notorious for its decadent lifestyle Hyderabad the capital an 
abounded m pmsbruiv- -reputed I v some of i hem— and lavems 

Accordmg to Tavernier, 1200 large lealher bottles of toddy weu- drunk 
dnil y in Hyderabad 

Ahdullnll had no smis oulv three daughters, so when hu died in 
1-672 the- choice of his successor Imd to he made frn-nn among In-* *-i ■■ ■ -- 
in- Liu I he eldest of fliem, Niznmuddin, unritarptable id Hi.- Pini"*. 
because of his ,irroganci‘, the ^otid, Aumngzeb r s rebel -.-on Muhammad 
Sultan, Yeas J prisoner m Gwalior, -.v Itn 1 h6jj« fell nn Abffl Hasan, liiv 
youngest son-in-law whom Ihu amir-, expected to be pliable tn tliejr 
hands Abut Hasan did hot cUpuppoint them prtnci;-, says Manua i 

■ISW 
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Abul Hasan was "poor and dwpfced, passing hii- life- m taverns .md 
shops, looking on at dancing and listening to music ' As -.uluni 
affected some dignity but still preferred pleasure to power ' fln j 
engrossed himself with music and dance. wine and women Mis p r ^ e 
was in being known as Tana Shah. Res mod King 

Like his tdknr-m-lmv Abul Hasan was happy to leave the chorea 
of government to others,, in his rasp It. hi- Vizier Marianna, a Vaiishnaviti? 
brahmin Irons r, poor family who had joined government service a i 
clerk and wormed hi* way to the highest off [re through latent, guile 
and intrigue For twelve years., till Ins violent death in March lf.06 
Madanna in effect niled Golcunda. assisted by liu^ brother Akkanna 
and his nephew Rustam Ran M&danna L-uih side- control, and natJnnp 
m Ihnughl i>| hul peeling and squeezing Lite people/' repotted Ihl' 
Einghsh factors m .Madras m Julj liiTfe Thu government of the cwuntcy 
u, now in so had hands Nut nothing but fraud and oppression [ prevail j 
.and jot be i,als are | so vmd nl shame final no credit can he given to either 
agreements, promises, Ifirrr/-. Or .filnridflS ' 

Abul Hasan was no doubt aware cl what was going on, bur he 
preferred to overlook it Hu knew that the days of his dynasty were 
numbfijegd, that the 1 Mughal annexation of Gclccnda was inevitable, nu 
matter what he did to avert it Thu mo -a he could do was Lo delay fhal 
fate, and with that object m mind he Look care not lo offend Aurungzxb 
III any manner As an alternative Line of defence h* also entered mSci 
a secret pact with Shrvvtji, paying him an annual subsidy of 50U.0M 
rupees, 

Hlu abject suLi^rvienca of the sultan, instead of pfepgjnc Llw 
emperor, displeased him greatly. for Abul Hasan's humility was an 
rnipedkrntnl to the emperor's plan to amve* the kingdom He' therefore 
-.cnt Mirra Muhamma.l, a rough ,mcl impudent amir, as. lisp specusl 
emissary to Golcnnda, somehow to provoke the aultan into doing 
something improper Ostensibly Muhammad W,l£ sen! |n fnr twg 
famous diamonds said to be m Abul H^on's p,:,^,gn Imt Aurangzob, 
according to Khali Khan, told the ambassadeg ranfidentfeily I! am nnl 
rnally ending vrnu there to get these useless bite of stone which I do 
not cam for My Sole inter,!,, u is that you Armlet not humour him, but 
bon^ words With turn sn k-ariesslv thru he Lpn mn y lie harsh to you 
■md thus give nife a justification fc t extirpating him. As far as possible 
quarrel with him. and never treat him politely in private- or public." 

Au ran gzeb professed not to car,.- for the "bite of stone" but he kept 

r2tV u ^ uk ha a* sun™ 

T ^ * rK>k ° nd " * F** p™re. 1 says 

M Ete attempted no further to torn himtelf into a valiant 
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iirarnflr, bpt passed he, tune continuously m feasling among musicians 
and dancers." Whak-vm die- provocation. Abut Hasan refused to be 
piuvokerfi, preferring; ns Sarkar puts St, 'ease .it- tbu expense of honour 
llu knew ami accepted his fate, and tned to make thn.- best of i 1 
meeting Mirza Muhammad's insolence with got*! humour and ready 
i,i/i( Once, when the ambossador objected to tb^ sultan calling him z eJf 
king, Abul Hasan twitted: *'U we are not to be called kings, how can 
AurangEdb be styled the Jung of kings?" 

But neither good humour nor humility would save the sultan from 
f| u - hturiburleus, pitiless emperor In Ihc end, hbWever, it was ,.m 
m disc return, o! Abut Hasan (JiaL gave an opening to Aurang^ef- In a 
rmilidcniial tetter lo his representative m Auronp^eh ■-, camp in Fhjapitr, 
the sultan wrote The emperor is a great man, and has. acted 

mapammously up to tl-iu.v time, but now, finding Sikandar □ helpless 
orphan, ho- Lias laid siege to Btjapur and pressed him hard,' and went 
on to stale that ho intended to wend an army of 40,000 men for the 
defence of Bijapur, l "nforlunnlely, Hu- letter fd.1 into the hands m 
A orangzeb- 



AURANC.ZEB HESTON HEP TO (he provocation Of Aim I Hasan's 
mdiL-creel letter by sending, m I i 1 1 V lbSEi, an amu 1 into Guhunda undar 
the ciMttoiuld of Prince Mna^wm, expL-cting quick victory liut Lhc 
Mughal advance Was blocked for more lhan two months by n 
mimertcally superior Gukondui airny, and Mnai/jm could eventually 
dear his way only by bribing the mtumandetetn-chief oi GoJconda 
VVllcn tlm newt of the commander' i tn-acliurv reached Abul Hasan in 
1 lydurabad. he Aed precipitately from the city into tilt- nearby Gofconda 
fori, to escape caprura by the rapidly advancing Mughal army ' Without 
cohsalting wtth any of his nobles, or mm canng any thing for his 
property or the honour of hia own women and family, or of others, he 
tied with □ few servants by night, With boxes full of such valuables as 
be cm Lid carry, to Lhu tort of Golconda, says Kho.fi Khan 

As Ihe sultan fled, SO did die Citizens, and the city wa& taJien over 
liy looters, and raptete J, A noise and Cumult arose like toot of doomsday, 
Khiifi Khan ''Carpete of great value, which were too heavy to 
carry, were cut to pieces with swords ami daggers, and every bit was 
stmggJed for' Property worth forty or fifty million rupees was tooted, 
according to Khali Khan "Even the doors were token, off their hinges, 
says Ehimsen, an eyewitness <o much of whid happened during 
Aurangaeb s Ddk.yii tampaign "The women of tbs snldic-rS and of the 
inhabjtante of the nty were sohjccti-d to dishonour, ,,nd great disorder 
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and destruction prevailed ,' r reports Khab Khnn ''Many thousand® <-,i 
high-born persons, being unable to Lake horsta and carry off ih.", 
property, in the grealesi distress look the lumcte of their children ai ^J 
wives- many id whom CCiuld nut evi 3 r seize lL -. oil or sheet tu rPvj? 
them, and fled to live fortress, ' 

Beater. Abul Hasan continued lo cringe,, sending peace appeals in 
Jvluazznm, mPs-h humbly and earnestly begging FnrgiVdneSfi nj' ihe - in .' 
which hello'd and had not < ummitted'', its Khali Khan puts it. Auranczi-b 
Then dictated the terms of peace, by which Abul Hasan agreed J. 
liismiss MadFinna and AkkaiUia, Clide the districts of Malkhfd nn.| 
Seram to line Mughab, pay twelve nuliion rupees towards past due*, 0 f 
tributes and thereafter pay an annual tribute of 2nt),niXl /rrrrrs 

The ajffficiibon of n, pari of the accord wa® taken over by the Muslim 
rnoh in Golcorida, who.. aL the instigation of whai Khali Khan calk 
"iwsine women of great influence in the harem", murdered: Madonna 
and Akkaiiha in the streets of Golconda as they came out cat the pal .ire 
one night, racked iheir residences and raided the Hindu quarters m rht 
tort, looting and Ming. "Many Brahmins lost their lives and property 
that day, ' says Khali Khan "The heads of die two brother* were rut 
ot'/ r and were sen! to Prince Shah Akun fMuazzarti) by thv Lind® of .1 
discreet person ' r as a peace offering Aurangzeb then ordered Muazzam 
to Withdraw from Go Leon da 

However, within weeks uf Muazzamb rutreai Aurangaqb hinisdl 
advanced against Gohondv cavalierly Sweeping aside ihe assurances 
he had given to the hapies® Sultan He furthermore- "added meanness 
Eo his wnnE of fmth". says Duff, by tnehucting Sadat Khan, hfe 
ambassador in Golrotldu, tu MlrqCt as much of Cnlrnndak treasure as 
llP could J by working on the hopes and fears oi that weak prince" 
Abut Hasan even stripped ufi the jeivel® of his u-umen. hoping to 
paaty Aunmgyeb and slave off annexation Still Aurangzeb kept 
advancing So Abul Hasan once again took refuge m the Gnlconda fori, 
trom iv hem he wrote to Aurangzeb with protestation® uf qMWiCC and 
Peking forgiveness. "But the Emperor * only reply was 1 he mvOjJ, ’ 
tsiys Mustaitl Khnn 



Characteristically Aurangzeb claimed that he was motivated by 
high moral purpose So invade Cokonda, and haled the crimes of Abul 
Hasan that imbued the invasion -Thu ^.i deeds of this wicked man 
pass beyond the bounds of writing, bin by meaning one out of a 
huo.l red and a htlLe- out Ml much, some coneej ,tDun of them maV bu 
f °T 1 , W T , l ' lf ‘ 1 ' P iaCm 8 tht °f authority an<| ^miiitnl 

5 mhd * h - and afflict in g the 

. yy " ” lWlS| ^ L>l ^ Er h °ly men; openly giving himself III ^ 



excessive 
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dL'lmucliery and depravity; indulging in dmn kernel arid wickedness 
n ij-fvl af d tlriv ' n0 dJStmctaun between ultidelilv and J . lam , 

tyranny and justice, depravity and devotion, waging obstinate war in 
if fence of infidels, want of obedience to Divine commands and 
prohibitions, especially to that .emniand which forbids assistance to an 
enemy's country Letters full of friendly advice and warning upon 
iliase point-, had been repeatedly written, and had been sent t", tht 
hands of discreet men No aftenhon had been piiut to them moreover 
,! had lately become known trial a lakh of p^rWsl": (Jiuflfi) h.ld been vi.mi 
U> the wicked Snmhha . 

Paced with Aurangzcb's implacability, Abu! Hasan finally decided 
\ 0 [if? down fighting Gukondn wan .1 virtu.iity Impregnable fort well 
provisioned and heavily armed. "Hie Mugfuls rrn the Other hand were 
handicapped by dis-sensions and rivalries among I heir Gonuoandere — 
rrmce Misar/am was in treasonable contact with Abul Hasan and was 
raking bribes from him: imperial officer*, envirttis of each other often 
worked al ctom purposes. ih*= emperar's Shiah officers were slack to 
the campaign against the Lwt Shiah ruler in lr=dia. A uran grab's orthodox 
Chid K an condemned tlu a invasion a* sirfuL But nothing deterred 
Aurangzeb He ordered flit arresl of Pnocs Muoz-zain arid his sons — 
tlye\ won? kept m i.nrfinvmcjit for several years, their properties 
confiscated’— and proceeded With the siege, 

AhuL HaiKLn was equally resolute. He poured such incesaanl fire on 
the besieger* that, according tu Mustakt Khan, the fort look- i a- n 
made uf fire| IEk 1 smoke lurried Lhc day into night ' Outside the fort, a 
Gulconda irnii of ifliXM conimualtv harassed tlir- Muj$hub The sn'gn 
yjhtqh began on 7th February UiS7. dragged on I nr eight months An 
attempt to escalade the fori secretly at niglfl wm discovered and 
frustrated! by the defenders alerted by the harking of a pariah dng 
f Abul Hasan honoured the dug teitli a gold cfiam, a jewelled collar and 
a gold-emhroideicd eunfl and vivs Mh'afi Khan, di«Kfed that I fie dog 
should h'? kept chained near In himself i 

Goicanda's ruMhon was of course liopcJc**. Abut Hasan l ou Id uni . 
delay defeat, not avert « Hi? knew that Sn. even wliiie stoutly defending 
the fort , he tried lo reason with Aurangzeb If Gokonda is leer in me 
os -a vassal paying tribute. LI wooSd b- mure profitable U> the Km perm 
than if he annr-xes It end it by A Vrtewy. as lhc ™ ptn.se of the 

lalU I coun-L- would swallow up the entire r.^cnui; of I he pmvma-T, k& 
’.vrote Aurang/eb "It Witt tike seven or fighl yrrftfs l- restore cultivation 
and population to this war-w#ed ! * nd dunn P that period the 
Mu it ha k will get nothing out of it if- m Lti, other hand. Aurangaoh 
rnakPS peace and retires beyond my frontiers 1 shall pay him mui ernre 

iV 3 
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(ton miUton] of rupee* as nn indemnity, besides one anre Ml i. 

J ™ul1 IhiLt he li.es ted in person/ Thy Sultan even offer ^ ? f 
send grain from the fori for the pm-vision'Shprl imperial an™ n 
Aunmgaeb would not ft lent "If Abu I Hasan is realty suhnu* L L “ 
■w as he professes In be, let hut. .route with his arms tied loi-ulK. r ? h 
rope round hi * rim, end then L shall cciiifur nn h m any favour ik^i 
may consider proper," he replied ' ll ’ 

Wangzcb would not ruk-ft even when conditions t n the Mueh 
camp I umed grim, as the enemy s flying columns cul off sutmhiK n 
rudu^-cl the Mugttib in a stale of vlrtuuf (a mine. On tpp nf th le n 
montioon burst over Gokpnda, miring the Mughak m cmkLe^eep'sLJ 
As the Mughal army grew dispirited and weary, the Qcccwis shm VL n B 
Unexpected spirit made daring sortie* oiil ol the fort <m occaiieS 
capturing Mughal forward position.* and spiking their euo S The 
defends also effectively counter-mined to neutralize the m™* run 
the Mughal- li> the e rt nail*,. and on n couple of occasions when die 
nunea were fired. Urn stenes sped on the Mughal* themselves kiJW 
nmny hut doipg little damage tn the fort. And when Awanrab to 
^how fits firmness, htmadf advanced to lilt- frontline to order' m 

fl ^P esf brok£ over Um balllcfLidd, so that the awailante were 
forced to fall hack drenched m rain 

fhe p'i i rttm Ls were not good tor the Muglute, Condition EO i tfVeB 
worse When a pottlcnc? broke nut in the tomme-ravaged IIL 
oirnp the City a Hyderabad was utterly depopulated; lum^s, river 
and plain were a|] filled with corpses/ says Mustard Khan 'The same 
umditKjn prevailed m die Mughal camp At night p|e 5 of the dead 
^ "j Accumulate, and next 'day the sweepers used to fling ifiem 
p ithoul funeral on the bank of the river Tins happened day after dav! 

I e sumvon in he agony of hunger nte ihe camon nf men md beast's 

K r rn k M T 3 ■ ,hi ‘ restEd on mounds Of cnrpse5 

hhippi . tile cuffltbw nun melted away Ihu fteh „nd fhv skin, otherwise 

Se CarC 1T haVS pDL50 ^ d the w dispatched even 

tl E men spared by Ute famine^ Say* Nm,ird ns . ''Gradually ,h in « 

™! f ril3h n - ,,nRk P erson could keep his balance tf 

Ihe Divm^CurL.-^ ^ ° f UfiJ ! ' r " ; '' 11 Vl ' qr |iul an t'^mpli? of 

^doublid hV 3 eLV Cali T' ***** s «*** -Rather, he now 
enc"k 1 tL " n UP 11 Stdcfcad " <* «ood and mud to 
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Mughal contingent sneak min ihe tort and open a gale for the Mughal 
irmy m storm in. As KhafJ Khun pul* it ! i!.l fortune nr Alimgrr nf 
length prevail’d, and after a siege of eight nitoihs arid ten days, ihe 
I^IncL 1 fell into his- hands, but by good fortuiif, not by force of *whrd or 
spear." 

Abtil Hasan surrendered with grace and dignity When he realuvd 
lh.it tlu 1 Mtighak had penetrated the fort "he went fnio hi* harem in 
c(imfwt his women, to nsk pardon of therm, and lake k-avt of iberr- ' 
.,iys Khali KJin^ "Then, though bis heart was *.id he controlled 
fmnself, and wont in In* mcepttpn rTwdnV and look Jus pgat upon the 
r.iriihflcd (tlirnre), and watdied Tor the Lommg of his unhidden guv-si* 
When tho tunc tor la king hi* meal arrived, be ordered food tn bp 
served. As Ruhulla Kfiou (is Mughal command r-r) and olKeia arrived, 
tu- saluled them ail and never for a moment lost hi* dlgnjly Wtth 
perfed self-control he received them with courtesy, and spoke to ihem. 
with warmth and elegance ' He then called for hu liorrse and 
accomparued tho Mughal arnns to f'ruice Azam r who e-xurkd him r. - 
Aumngzeb 

TKe emperor received the *ultnn Dourtecuis-ly, .uid i.ent tom [ be 
confined in DauLathbjd An annual peosftm of SCJ^KMJ j-upeu* was 
settled on ]um Property worth sdty-^ghi million rupee,*, btside* 
|HS.Vels miaul Liriictes and vessels of gold and silver/ v;>is sciaud tram 
Ihe fart Tin- kingdom, which had ,i potential annual reveruu of thim 
million rupee*, was Ihen fmhiswrd to thy empire 

Alter th? fall of GolcOJida, only ihe Mhrathas remauiEd outside ihc* 
Mughal grasp Sixteen months later, (hi- Mughals captured and executed 
Shantbhiiji. And with that Aurangseb's triumph seemed rompteie 
'TherB arc mtLny different princes m liic CanutK', buj they could not 
agree to ,1 | rslnt defence, 1 ' writes Manucci, "(hen he fAurangaebJ, like a 
dextcroLis falcon, pounced upon them." An immense swoop of land 
from Kabul across tin 1 Entire Indian subcorttinenl, except tin 
i-iDuthe mmo*t tip beyond ijie Kaveri River ruled by petti chieftains, lay 
at the feet of one i nan Aurongaeb, *es tmty one, had became the master 
nf the largest empire in (ha kid known 

0 U I 3| [Ao moment of he- supreme triumph rAttmngzeb Ivuud to 
his horror ihat the very ground on which' he slood ■.T.-a* crumbling Die 
Mamtlm dm'sert which he thought he had slam, lunwd out tu be a 
hydm each head sh.it he cut off grew a* two ihe -orp-sni slithermg and 
pulluinbug m eerie maddening chaos It w.. . , L nightmare from which 
Aurongzeb would not iiwakeo 
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Ahps; THE EXECUTION of Shafrbhuji in f6S9 r there seeminf + rt i 
unlhmg^mDre Jot Aurangzeb f do in the Dcccan Ail thuHie had t 
ow for had lean addend Would he then return to Doth,? A J K 
In, v^ar ™gg®Ejd th.it ha should. "'Praised be Godl ,h,« ih mur | ^ 
*f CE ''' ,!i " ^ Omnipotent and the never-lo decay fortune | 0 f v <*. 

*■“* to* “w*-* tar cona, frc d,r^d p Jfc 

n now 80 Dd jolirv Quit the imperial standard*. shoul/i*| UII1 , , 
1 .iraJnadkc Hnulmtan. so toil Iho world may know to! nahl™ 
more remains for ihe Emperor to do mm K 

Aur,mgEL'|i know honor -J wonder how an oil-knowing hJL-v 

“l™ h r ™-. ld ””** ™ dl * he InoJU wS 

; ■ ■ P ehl ™ 1 >’ IJUr lv 'Sh J5 that men might know Ilia I nn W(JI * 

. rt 5* LlLriR t0 ha dune, it would bu contrary lo truth. So lone v- , 

™J “ 15 n0 Kta*. Iron, l 

, * tk ' / ^ nd Jl vv ^ d be For nearly another two decade* I iJJ the 

hchiLrt 115 it'' A,Lr,1 ? 1B7c;l) woijld tojl ° n unremittingly in the Deccan 
SS n I2 * t atl bes,e fi ta B llb - curt - 1 Ml rorbe subjugating „ ell y 
tribal chieftains. Ha did not know how to gtepi ffi* vtetoL JcreaH 

'.rriii, no^ tli, more battle* ha won. the weaker he g«w. 

dll* '■ ■ luL fate was not, however, evident m 1609 In tad the natt 

zr^rr A rvhu,My *** ^ **** ** 

S'! CH ;' V, 'f '** 

z sst h r w 

shattered Deccani state- a la^'n, ?V° m0p Up * ,1C rGm,liUlt5 of thc 

knr «o«TWwJL t ?“"*• W ”» “““P'^ins 

tobackgnmntl hill Aarmsrrh 1 Maiill N 1 knmis lurking m 

mil Anmnga*. toufcd to .otafa, Ulair potomut 



I|ULL-I Than ttev^pfc"^ ^ ^ h ^ui blmj, the Maraihas were 

P • C-'i-n rumbling out of the earth into which 
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I, rang rob thhu^kit he hud pounded them Cunoji \y it w.\, ihe 
j, 1 ' Lructinn pf the Jfflfewtfia central aulhontj thnl gave Jw Mflralha= 
ih^ir eiipkJsivt potency Shye Manned, ’'It is a remarkable ihir. f - to a« 
jtieL . i L . a dci5y sn many m number yet without any pnnu U* din-. ! 
fa e(a make war on thus MoguL by their foresight and v.tlour Ihej 
'.^niinue tu be constantly victarious ' As Duff pub. Li, ilw brf ikdown 
1 1 |hc . organized Marjtiu st^tc '"had .1 wondorful efJFect m i?\tendin,g 
predatory poiyE^ More than that, th<- virtual atonaira ot a. centiiliaing 
r L>v .d autlmnty gave the WTarathi campaigns 1 hr .l-pcd nf a people's 
iV .ir. alnid*t r nationalivt aspect 

This baffled. AurW^ziib. Mi? could ml cumprehend wh..i! he was tip 
laam&t He Uiought tiiaL ali ihat remained for l-.sm la do was t-' take * 
Ic-Lv hill forts But faking j fori or a town or even crushing □ .particular 
jirniv meant nothing ui I he fight against the Maraihas ni.-y lm:i nn cue 
centnj. no parheuter biisv Mol cuen any icguJar umv Fhe numerous 
hands into which they divided in sweep thc land most of ihem Led by 
dcperadueSr often would nut oven slnrd and tighi. for their dtra^jg 
was nut power, but plunder; they were not mterosted m defeating the 
tliimtuls but only in pillaging: and n^in^ M (H- Mughah fcepl 
spinning ai6und, aliasing the elusive Marathos everywhere they Inst all 
hearing and .lit control 

Auitihgzeb initially viewed Jlajarom as Bio person to bo agpeked 
and Gticee Em ^at r as I he tori to b« taken, and he sent a large force 
under Zulfmai Kh.m to besLegc it It took ZulXiqar eight yenrs id 
capture Gmgee — not because of the fie rccnes, of Mawtha nurstomz, 
but because thc general wat tn no hurry I® Mke thc fort 

rh,; Siege was a sham It had become the established custom tor 
Miigh.il fietd commanders to drag mi campaign much as possible, 
for as long as they were in the field they wielded ^oixnom pwr, 
while back at court they would be ,u S t flunkeys The MUghal anuv.v.v 
not so much besieging Gmgoe as camping beside ,t Sometimes Zuifiipir 
set nut on tangential campaigns, such as his foray down the cast ■ oast 
towards Thaji]avur, to «t the submission or &hah ]S [1 «rn md 
successor Of Ekoji hut he delayed the upturn of k.mgee os much a? 
oossitile •Zulftqar hits been frequently ordered to ml.-.. Gingee 
* ? i ^ 3th mrrdmnl? m NTadres in November 3cWn, and it 

S b«n m 5^ .» » ««l to-o, mi Ih. MMh» ... tf- 

■ vLinlrv But instead of that it appears plam that he hath jmned council 
,L_. confirms Uhttnam ‘it he had wished it, ha emild have 

ss *. 4. y oto he ,, r h f d c-b- bu, « » to 

nr id ice a | uvncrols to protong nperaSmrvs It was suspected 'hot 
J ' L & .-ecp^t enrrespundena' with, Kajaram. wanting tu SCI up 



Zulliqar w as in 
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his own principality m the Dfccoin on the expected imminent dentl ■ 

Zulffiq&y was later Joined at Gmgee by his father Asad Khn 
imperial Vizier, and Prince Kam Bakh sh, but that only edited f i 
,. implications for the Mughals, selling off new lensions, sna W - rimr ™ 
iraj tonjiis ptofi, which m tin- end Jed Id Ihe firrusl and conFineinejii' t 
th.e prince by the general for intriguing with the Martha? The ° 
made little progr^H and Lhe Marthas dominated the country*^ 
vurteally besieging the besiegers it was only when Aurangzub pi s ,u 
hard on Zulfi^r to produce results that (he general finally, m ^ ' 
i- JH - stormed Ginger?, but not before, it was. suspected, warning Rater* 
.iboulr the intended action, to enable the rap to uscapo Rajaiam fl Cli 
norib to Satarn which then became the seal of his government 



IF THE WUGHALS worked at cro ss purposes, sp did rhe Mnrathai, 
■Among the Morathas not much union was seen/' writes tilufiisen 
'' Evcr V ^ ne saLLcd himself a sards r and went uui to plunder fon ha-- 
U.SV11 account] ' Thu Mararhn luedtuw often fmsghl against each Ollier 
and scftrd of the premier Maratha clans, including rhe Jadhav™ 
ibhivaji’s Diolhsr Fi)n Bar's family) and the Starkeys flh L ‘ family 0 \ 
Ifiliamm's mother) fought on I he Mugha l sidu against Ili^Lr uumnatimb, 
There was no unity even among the Mamtha roya Justs Some 
sEuiblnnee „t cwuraJifced authority was maintained bv Piahlod Niraij 
long as ha was 'ill vt: bat when ha died the year before the i,l| ,,f 
Ginecc, -fie latent tensions among the- bbiatta leader? came to Ibe turn 
Tin- most destructive in these conflict, was the rivalry between Dhanaii 
Tjdbnu rod ^autajj Ghorp&n?, Hi a legendary Maraihe generals 

..antaji was a military genius, an unrivalled master of guomlia 

him was cither hilled or wounded and m.ld« prisoner, or tf anv imp did 
escape, II was with his more life. with !o55 oi his a ’ md 

-ssagr i ■'>- taiJ h hhan "Nothing could be done, for wherever [he 

' ,ur btl ,** T « «<-*• m™ was no imperial 

? " ' ^T*? « W *" ,lm ’' ;md >«• He inflicted on Iheir 

SSSS?' ^ *»*&*> was great!, 

MetMous planning which Ml no chance for failure rapid 
n uvemer, precKe bmrng and coordination were ft. ku y to daman-. 

49 a. 
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w .,< Pdonwi^l titPSP'r hot-i l'it 5 pared and decrial Few 
ihouuh he was held m awe by nil In tonlrasi, DhHniijJ i 
l '^' - 1 -;,. Unn sbivaji J 5 maternal uncle was suave, cool, graeinus. 
great^^n ^ ttoanijl Wwi a bcit 

V* a Z: "hd nfw.is liked ty M, E**p., of course, by Sards,, 

llw wo gororals wore hil.erl. jitaldus of each ether «d lordlad for the 
' / Ihe coBoritadec-UvcUief of the MaralK. army Nmjt Hud 
° L,L 1 in wet them to work in tandum, but on hib dealh ihu rival. 
bcS enemies and dashed openly, wh.di led la the defeat and 

^'STir^S-ng the Viamdus daepenad furdver 

V vhun iEd f m h^ch ™ a t Smhglh. blv, rivn 

'"'’irlvrlnE wives then setup their mfant sora as rival kings- Tara tin, 
S le rCd her sori astrhn-a,, II while her rival. A*» Bai, ravsed her 

as aambhui, % splitting the WMk 
Tllfre was evert a third part,-, supporting the daen of Shrill* » 

"p 

trom limb WhaL saved them was ' h *^' 1 ^^«alh«rethiiesat 
Widow, a woman of spiny -^gacil sin ^put-abou during 

she "was a clever, J2L, malters. 

her husband s bfutunE mr Ji • JVI? j u-A-iftlv io a.v^u 

saysKh.'., Khan ol/uetb. pta»d ^,a- 

r:‘ m w * 

appointed tYdlhwiubUwk fha^> ^ Aurwpeb ns 

T.:urn Bii-wrifou^ ^ 1 ^ , Vl1 , eb n-.ee cd thu news nl 
well. According ^ irUms nf rcioidng to be bean r. 

Rajaram s he °[ dCr , . sayint that a r, other pnmc 

the uddidrs corvE^tulfiiod t,.ih - ^ ^ 

mover in the strife was a he t p ] L ^ woman They thpughi 

ta overcome Lw0 . L^^ard heipli. but Tara BcU showed 

iheir enemy we»fe con ^ vem 4l, and from day to day the 
great power, of mm i d ^ Mahratt ^ iriurea^d " 
war spread and me _ ^ bu , r bv- offeri|g to sumndtr 

iTub.ally Tara 0ai S ^ Jot Uer ^ being record as 

W vemi forts to the Mughal rank of 70, m This woe a 

s ^“ AutXeb suspectedr and he n^ted th* offer 
ploy to gam timc^ t ^ lrilCi; , bul nol pr-ace And presently as 

Tl’iere rtl«M M zl - lUS measures for ravuging the imperial 
expected, Tara tn» 



territory, says Ktiafi Khan. 'She won the hearts u f lier ni/ KH ,T, d 
d| L the struggles and schemer-, the cunpaignE and sieges of Aura™ 

U P tu lh *' end of his reign, the power oe the Mahrafcas LncresJj 
by day/ ia, J‘ 



SOON AURANGZE0 WAS in deeper troubte than he Juad ever fovr-n 
1^- hard fighting, by Lite expenditure «'f the vast treasures accumulated 
b > & h:ih Jnhim, and b_v the sacrifice of many thousands of men he'll ,h 
]> enetnited into theb- wretched country had subdued their J Q /[ V h . rl . 
dt ' d had drivcri Ehl£,ni £|JL5m house -rid home; still the daring 0 J ij 
Mahmttas increased, and they panel rated min die o[d territories nr the 
imperial throne., plundering and defying wherever they Shi,* Wrjtt , H 
Khufi Khun. 'Their daring went beyond aft hounds They fall liuoii 

niu1 P Iurder ejutavois within ten or rivehv feiy (thirty or w 

kilometres) of the imperial ramp, and have even had die hardihood to 
iuyd treasure' hi villd]^ where nn ready money was .u .uldblr- 
Morathn mideri now began to accept promissory notes from the headmeft- 
ennf i dent of their paw nr to redeem them Liter From traders they collected 
protection money fur each cart nr laden bullock Says Bhuifeen-. '"Froth the 
Nannadnsoulhwimas, throughoul the; entire Deccan. in every par™ 
nilitge, tiw Maiathas have spread Like ant?. imd locusts.” 

lara bai did not Initial? or control all this action, jjhc merely rode 
me wave of Marolha insurgency and gave .t general direction 
iLwly what was emerge out uf the chaos in the Deccan wan not a 

hLl1 « loose military confederacy, which was 
" th \ - GntrdJ authority but not governed by it. SJiJvaiE'^ system 

paying salaries to nffiCET?. had by now completely disappeared 1 The 
...Tcant:, of the Marathi state support themselves by plundering on ail 

:ind py 11 u smMi P“* "I titeLr booty to their kmc. ratling nn 
siloiy from them," says Bhimsefi ' 5 ^ ^ 

Llir . * ndfi “ : ' es ' ^ Mamtha captains were %t this 

T^t ilte transition from banditry to conquest instead 

^na >!« ,„,w " rM ft, i«»„ J paou^B 

•r v, hni, T pen “T i P* «■*■• 'A. Ihc unp.ru) dununton. 

JS T "/I to ll, ' : W&. - *, .hi mJL to*. 

write Bhumer, ™“ ni! lh “' 8' nerals ,' 

iamrdips " “ngdom has io support two sets of 

Murrbfll Dc-cean ind vii^k 10 w#lB U F m every part of die 
X,S * jf ** - Mughal territories, with the 
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^imultEiriBousiy. their m me about ,i change m MaratJu military 
I, l lin j While previously they used id hit and run. now they boldly 
l' lL e-d the tmpnrial forces, stnd jnvaniibly cl was the Muph.il'. who ran 
‘ The imperial qiScerH hiid bcc'Qinr j .o d-vdcirdly, and the troops in 
Li-uimelusSr that the mert appearance Of Dhunnajee'S c rivalry made them 
fium to fbghl/"' says tfuff Vlilitary mitiahve itiui shifted from ihf- 
Mughals to the Ntf mu than D/len Mughal eommandera entered mtn 
secret undent and trigs WLth the Marathas, giving Utcm protection money 
..jys Manuccij "d they (Lhe MarithnsJ ihmk fit, they lake it; it not, they 
bum and destroy in nti directiuiis " Sometime? Mughal ifficers rxindied 
themselves by colluding with I he Mamtha& in plunder. 

Gradually ihoie changes m the Maralha ethos wme to be reElectcd 
in their military orgnmzatiori. mid they bc^an to move about in regular 
puijhiy fumiaiions, tike the imperial army There [Maruthjj leaders 
and their Ijrinpv move m these days wiLh much confidEnce, because 
Uiey have towed Iht? Mogul commanders and inspired them wiih lear, 
Bavs Manucci. At prcseni time they possess arblilety, musVciri bows 
and arrows, with elephants and camels ter all their baggage nnd 
tenls In short, they nre equipped and move about jusl like the 
iimues of the Mogul Only a few years, ago they did not mardi 
about m this fashion In those Jays Utdr arms were only lames ^nd 
lung swords two inches wide Armed thus, they prowl J about an tile 
frontiers, pidpng up here and there what thev could, then they mad. 
ail ironic again liut al iha present time (hey move tike conquerm*. 
sheaving no tear of m Mogul troops." Such; wa- tire eroding feeling 
of insecurity among tliE Mughal* that many prudent amirs m™ began 
to send them families back to Hindustan. Says Uhmv-m 



AURANGZBB WAS CONSCIOUS of Ihe gravity of be sititaNan m 1 
had vvvn before Etefirams dentil, fatten direct Command nt tiro 
Ofterations against the Mareth.ii His plan was to * P ht in. me, 

Jo divisions, one to engage the Ma rath as in -he W and the riter 
under his own command, to tedu« thvir rorK J'nncc Pidm Dakh 

seventeen, son of Frmce Aiam, with ^ ^ ^ 

wa s put m charge of the expeditroisiry W And in October 16® 
n^d emperor, highly 'Onfi now, himself issued out of Brahmapun 
" J Anranezeb " ?av ; : M anuen* wre*J aware that it he does not go in 
perron at the head of his armtev. it is to beconlv master pf 

iiVr ' The of lire Maraflws, even with Aurung/vb him«U m 

command, was a daUPbng task Predicted ManuCO ' If mnv he 
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asserted that if tfie afonandi lAurang/ub) maintain? his ensign nf Ix-currum 
Ihc master uf all Shiva ]i"s fMaraiha) fortress, hi? will need, before 
siiqcifoiJs., to Lwo for as many years more hs Jil- hud already lived " 

At hr- age, foaltJc could not have been a thrill lor Aurangjseb: h u1 
hu had to do hb duty And he sel about it with sumc show of S p ir ^ 
"Hu: old king sdll shews his eagerness lor war bv the gestures In? i,^ 
nn the march/ ^jys Manned. WhLJr seated in tn.s palanquin, he 
unsheathes. hi> sword, makes* cuts to the air, first one way, ihen Q le 
other -md smiling all the while, polishes it with n doth, then rehims 
it hi its scabbard He doos the name with his bow to show that hi; ,;; F , 
still Let I Jy an arrow Bill most Ol the time lie Fils doubled lip, hiS hi mj 
drooping sn mil oh that his beard lies oh lus chest, and e! looks to yo u 
a>- if Lt grew nut of hur ihroas. When lus officers submit any peLitkmn. n r 
make report to him on any ncoumcnce, he gently raises his head .ind 
straightens his back. He gives them .such an answer as to lenve aiD 
opening for reply, and stall looks after his army in the minut« 
particulars " 

Emerging from Brahma pud, Auran^eh headed due west Hl? Enr^i 
forget was the Etui of Bosantgarh, which surrendered in three days Fort 
after furl then fell In him ruid his comma ndeis, UV hiding the great forth 
of Satara, Rajgaih Path Vishalgarh and Pamhak Most of"' the forts 
were, however, taken bv bribing Maratha commander* Sometimes, as 
lt, die capture oi Vishilgarh, rival Mughal rqmmandeirfi bid against 
each other to bribe thr- Mar.YLha gamsfifl liiniinmdrr — to get die credit 
for cap Lunng the fort 1 Aurahgzeb, soys Khafi Khnn, “paid sums of 
money tn the cormnundinte and so gat the forts info his possession''' 
Capturing forts by bribery gave the MughaU an illusion of success 
without actually defeating the enemy, but such sham victories made 
them Jc'-e 'Hgiit ihj ihuir real objective., of dcstrovtnft Mara Eh a power 

But Aurangicb pressed on. Such was his "longing and passion for 
taking all the j.Mar.n|ia| forts/' sty& BJimrisen. J ihftt he personally runs 
dboui p.inting for a heap d stones-?. He won everywhere, but his 
Victoria Ware hollow, for m many fosftpces the forts he captured ware 
retaken by the Maiathas the moment hr- turned his hack. Aurnngreb 

-4.i-uled pundi dnini: at this tame, lurchm^ and jabbing blindly unable 
ID Stop, Ir, a 

Fnistrated in tws Marafoa campaigns^ Aurangzet, in 1703 thought of 

releasing Sfiahu in lhe hope of sowing dimension among the Marthas, 

or even at ageing to gram the Murzas arMntpfcH rights for the 

,-md making -hem responsible for the maiiiteniuicc of peace 

Sr/ T* "* ,l ’ Bse I*"* •» he could not ta.lt the 
Marathi?, and they were too demanding 
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Ajrangzeb'i. Lust mihlary campaign m Fchruary-May 1/U5, w.v- 
st Wagmgenie in the GuJbdrgn district of modem Kanliifoka, the 
^l fl f [h v aboriginal Berad cbmf, PuJm Nayak- ihflt wm. what the 
"' r ',.nL Mughal emperor was up to at ihc ^cmtli of his career, personally 
leading the imperial army agjmt -s petty liiluil chief? 

Turnble wore the hardships lhal the Mughals had to face during 
itiv last, six-year Iohr campaign of Aurang^eb, as he pursued du 
elusive final solution to the Mnmiha pmbEem He had already -p-a ■ 
i pod port of his long reign In trap so that, says Ehtmscn. 'a new 
cuneratatui was thus bom funder canvas] they passed from mfoiu ■ tn 
youlh, from voutla to old .igiv and passing beyond old age girt up their 
j a ™i for die jnumev to die world of aoge]?. and vet never once ;h. 
look nf ii house; but only knew that m this world there is no other 
.belter l hail a ten l " The Mughal nobles we™ heartily nk o( their 
lifelong grind in the Deccan, one homesick noble cvhi offered to pay 
Auranezeb 11X1,000 mpnc? for permission fo spend a year in Hindus' i 
ihE Raj puts coiSkired that thiUT biwd was dying out hed tlmV 
had been away frutn then women for ?o long 

After the foil of Wagingere, with no more fork? m take, kurengw. 1 
Bighlv-sevni, Woinphml, Uinugh fnly in his o,«n eyes Snallj J 

in Ktum In DelliJ. But tile MarathM would not dv,- 1 ro. uji "Id .. . , 
™ with dienta A horde of ™ t W.OUH exultott J 'W' n " 

Ltn AunmijMtb dragged hlmsulf M Ahiuadnag.,,. » * « 

klSometra^i to the- rCi^r of the imperial army 
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MV ?T* n Inouer brew «»ned K" M«d wh. hid 

Staaiwhighw^ C£ " nhl, ' rf lr " 1 ' lh “ M “™ a ? a5 . 1 ? M;k Barod “; 

n ? 3 i-iii'lorv war Sffiiinst Nforwar rebels had been gome on 
" ' ^ Xo ‘SlrX™ -d m i# Further north, ihn m 
and ever turbulent were on the move, menacing even 
Lou gh ■ r Akbar ■; tomb Aiifflligzeb scj ,.L h is grOi id - an B ida r 

and Jt/pninca Mt$? « «• 

Bakin Lo . U M hiding, but the restoretron or order was 

here too, in Mahvu. Bih« 
“d SS^2» rir.u^ ™»l.«d ll« Indinn ,« wntl Mu*hal 

cl»™ S » Ufl (hr dvmsi I, on 



"Of the Future There Is 
No Hope 



DE S CA|S ’ r chaos as Aunmgzeb bro-kk^d h lrk 

lui«i-7w,ir.: For nearly forty years em since |si Singh's I666campajjm 
1P had t3L ‘ t ’ n in a sliilci of continuous turmoil, with reft- slimi 

inleryals of peace Uio "war (icier ceases/' sayt. Manned. 

"Aurarigieb withdrew to Ahmadnagar, leaving behind him the 
' ,uMh ' lhese P rQvni[: ^ devoid pf trees and bore 0 / L'raps. UiGir n| ,«< 

: f, m f l ; lk T b \ t}lL? !™ t:,f meri ‘ ind L^aslr,- continue? M^luCd 
Instead of verdure all is black and barren The country is so entirely 

f"- Dlatcd - Lnd depopulated that neither fire nnr light can be tnunj’m 
the vu ut5s a Eh rw or four days' journey ,T The loss u, j]f e ]{ 
.drtULim s figure? are nr least proximate, was slfiggermg ■'There have 
1 ■■ E . n m ■ / ,rrr "^ 0Vt,r a hundred thousand *guJs yearly, and of 
cgmcbl 'ffcpkwits, U ran™, over three hundred 

The people were crashed under the weight of two secrete 

*"™™ 8nls M ’:- hal ™ d M™** ihf Hauhnnsuelv by . „ i£ 

S2lT* "“' r ’ llwr rllL ' P»MMits. mbit to bor I liis double 

O.naior, uflEi 1 abandoned tbiur fields, collected arm. ant! lorned the 

l^Ail^^r nlhera t0 pkmdL ' r thf - of Ihferr 

labour. Ai administration ha? disappeared ihe realm ,? desolated 

"? ,hrt ha T *«' ** «™ «v 

™LTL Z,-T V CUl,iV,lb " n ' “» 10 ™t ge, 

ZoVol r.f h : Mn, ‘ ! ™”““ 1,1 ^ Dct «"' a**, ord 

unpav sri slied have- gone oyer to the Marathi 

Ua T', K we " - *■ disb - d - 

different religions Even the Much races and 

own (aprs, as that Was the p ‘u R 'n' 5r ' molinw5 ltlelr 

™° m i~ i^ir 'S&JSSZXSgGi "YT™' 

peace: iiune from the 5 uLl,,i down" to l. '■ ■ u ' ? f ^ 1 Sln SJ e d '™ crt 

m luippiness, says Bhinu^ ^ ^ " Pauper : ^ for a nigh I 
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||OW DID THt great empire come id such ; sorry pa •.■.-■ In broad 
lcnm the reasons nre no different from those lor the hill of any 
.•mat empire, only the particulars distinguish list- Mugl1.1t! Empire • 
, ir e created by conquest and sustained by oppression Su 1 
nsgnuidi^ifiprits are possible only when the aggressor hn ■ a dear 
advantage over the vicHm in rmlitaiy might , wluch the Mughals had In 
l In? beginning, in martial forocily. and, fora short while, in null tap, 
ledinblogv, in the use of cannons and muskets In h« i !d battles i^J these, 
the crucial factor was martial spirit, which rractied its peak under 
Akbar, then declined, as iho Mughal ruling class grow secure in us 
power and soft ui 1(5 lihwtyle. .-\nd it continued to dedme even under 
Atirangzob, despite hw being personally austere arid industrious Fnnugh 
die empire, having adaieved cntiwl ffliMs under Akbar, conhnued hi 
expand, ii did so l>y mertia rnlhcr than dyname m Its '-'iMbiy no longer 
m.-itdhed its size; its sptnt could not .MUitain its body Temtorial expajiHinn 
under Aurongzcb in fan diminished mthcr than mcmiHid Mughal 



strength 

In the end the Mughal empire h.id become ^governable It wiu- 
enuch to* tarRc An elhcienl admlnUbradve sysf^—like that: of the 
complex and tightly cross-wayen imperial fabric 01 the Mauryas two 
(hnusruid years earlier— amid have susiamed the empire Jongur. but 
the Mughnls. basically a predatory people, did not have the- genius for 
adm ini-strati on Eyeh the very boreaocratk Aumngzeh ivas a medipcrr 
adntlmsfrator, 

Thu emperor had of course is great advantage over lib adirersines 
ui r] ie Immense rBSourc'es in men and materials et bis commapd-bul 
□vein that proved to be ilJusflfVi » Mughal* v.yre uo 1 hi'/ * maren.,1 
their resources effecnlly beewsz m group nvatrias, conuptiem ^ 
administrative hi compare. Seys Vw\ of the state of ^ ■ vluglud 
empire under Aur.mgreb: 1 There w ..s nation and busilv. wuhoul^. 
or efficacy the Empire was Unwieldy, It* system relaxed and ns 
officers were corrupt beyond all ^flmpJe ft was mw.ard y decay *4 an,, 
ready to fait to piece, as much bv ns own Irrecoverable wrtup* as 
by the corroding po^tir Of the Mihrattas " 

ihv empire W.1S Virtually bankrupt towards ihe cfo* nf -Vurangz^h - 
riUFm, and the emperor, unable io mseth* expenses from lus re^. 
r^d to draw an Ihe accumulated treasures of Km ancisfors Mffl» erf the 
provinces predured hardly ary surplus revenue, Mil 
’ ■ r hr 'The HctLMl revcriuo Collection in ihe Lkiccan WAX 

at "" T ' ^ ° r,i ’ !l ,’" 

n fe , (ron. UcnBiil ■=..««-’ with mj W'lmlJ -'"1 WM *>« 

',..v.u1cd. on fine ocfiiaicm, when this remittaoct? w*, dulaved, Hie 
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to arljfleiyriiefi foil to faifrtocii mnnfctte, StimeBjn.es said icn w 
in Arrears of pay for as much ifg three yuaj>. vre 

B > r]lC ' Df Aumngzeto reign .1 was evident that- the Mueh i 
gLrtjit was crippled m body find Spirit rf« umpire wa* eoifafeifa und 
,ls own might, ifo vital energy .punt, h.mrg gtmvn tnn ra S ** 
bloated too big, far ite own gund J ■ 

Thu L'sriv symptoms of decay were rtetteeabie even in die ceiim at 
Sh.ih Johan but (he geoumJ expectation -it the time of Aura*iiz*b- 
.itcessmr. was that he would restore l he ugaur of the umpire That 
Bn- promise imp tied in his ardent labours us a prince, nnd m ui 
empliiln: victory over his brothers in the war of suction He W Z 
extremely hard workup, and was! pitiless and r rally Mo had no vices to 
J ud ^ ™ sap his enerfiy And r though not A hnlljaji! 
Ljr.ner, a ], hi; w ah tenacious m iv ir By all conventional calculations hn 
should have been a great success, 

Why to did he fail? Because of his nligtous b%ptry? Hardly 
A.ior all. by Auranfpwh S time Muslims had ruled India lor over 54X1 
vuarh, (here were other Muslim rulers in tncha before him who were 
iar more b.Jefmly fanatical than lie r and yet theft had never bum, any 
■ur. 1 , 1 , . religious upnsins against any nf thc-ni Nor were thm anv 

TJ“. ir*^** - ""* <* #* reballions during his are re , IJv . 
attributable to his religious policy. 

. J ’ truc uf s ; he Mjrfllha a. well. The Moghal-M^mtha 

“ w f a power struggle Predictably, -Several prominent 

Maxatha cLans.some of them closely related to the BhonsK including 
;. ™P^ were arrayed on the- side of the Mughids, fust at 

Hucuil Muslim captM fought for the Maratfias, True. 'the Maraths 

K P ,T nW i" L ' : " ° n " CD " imUnal t,]cmen - [ to ^ and was often MeriW 

hv the religious fervour deliberately whipped u F by it* indent vel the 

pru:,.^- R0a j u f the Marathi iva=i to exploit the prevailing political find 

g * m ' rJlUlLT >hCU1 to **md HmduLHni 
. h * d^pitdat^ns were in fact totally nonsectarhm, and Hindus 
o- ere a® much ibeu victims As Muslims The fact Lh.it Ihe adversaries of 

uTi V T- nicidental they were rebellmg against 

‘Tr ' r ,lH ' “f* "<* •**»• Murii rail, 

Muslim rulers ' ewW * a E a lnst follow Hindus, than 

*#:&&& m ¥ * 

**** *«* z* w 4.5X*SS2S % 
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„ uts had no object ion In fighting against Hindus nr A^msl 
'j[[uv Uto-jpui^. or even to the dentohlion of t<nnples— thev rrHsiftabty 
iolmI do^hcly by when maior lemples w-ltu demolLshed, as when Shah 
lihsiM demolLshed U^e great Rafpul temples in Orehha l^fore ii,v ^erv 
‘ v<1 ‘. 0 ( din captains of lift heroic Rajpul clans., the sisodia; . Ralhort-. 
iVhhw'uh* and Hadas. In any cas£ during Ihe second half of 
Auranpzeb J s reign, when he was in lift Dtscan and hfa IrciubEes began 
[o mount ho was not nh rigorous in his anti-Hindu policy as before, he 
demolished very few temples in the Deccan, wime of them only because 
ni their rriihtiiiy potiacitiai, for, js Bhunseri notw. ''many of the forts 
iv ere lemples rJ 

Aur.mg/ob's religious forjtlifr-m has therefore !□ be seen only as a 
contributing factor, not a. the cnioal factor, m the decay nf the Mughd 
empire There was no single oianal factor: Everything contributed 
,,.,r, ironically, Aurangaeb's imrem.tbing ..rtunuon fo govemnftni 
itirarifizeh foiled in pari because he tried lu do too much instead nt 
providing leadership and getting olhere lo dr, -h, work, he, vdiu had 
no faitii in man, tried to do everything bim.^K kiuvitiiblv he tiljJ c.T 

Furtixermore. he did nul hnv. the broad, viw * 
imiptre; Jus was a petty mind and he ruled by rote, with He mLnl.il iv 
pf l derk He was cunning Without being invaill^; active without 
being dyoamte liough he remamud nl erl till the end, know what 
happening to the empire and what it portended, hu did not topwivhiil 
to do Dbiful foe growing cns*. except to Jax-p nn doing wh.it n, had 



'EREiAfS AURANGZEB'S GREATEST fad big was 'bet he was coni ran- 
LKtIAl .,c ■ In-sit, ml 10 cih.tO obL-iiuncv 

n common pi.-recp lo . f pf the Hiw he did nut make use Of 

Pram reverence ^ Lnishment the admin ist rat im of a country 

'" ri ri; h- — —«* h» ™**> 

^ .jp^' <!•» •« ^ ■ w~* 

j L .aJjy tin f ^ undertook was lung m execulion -md 

md every en u-rp. ’ , ^ f Rhan And again Thrmlghoui the 

•** <* 5 s Db) “L, nr»wi <■< a«»"*«o. ™ "■■“ «*• dra “ 1 * 

imperial dommi J le hearls at Uv lajirdarE laujdals .111 ! 

;,,mishment ^ Maflll , cl "|f he would only abandon his mock 
EOOHnd.iif -J' J o{ fJiosc li Ins empire, I hew Would not b* 

stimthood. ann ^ | ie ltfOU j,| be better obeyed. ' Lamented 

: - n myd V 1 d ',n' vo'bLCome JjamJlwiH by talking, and t, liking, but nonu 
Vurang^b. from my words " At tunes hi- untied resigned 
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ms hint- .ill ruJ-"i jti’ witti-uut force ' Once. ^xflsp^ptitecl i| H , 
ei-sdlt^--, complaints about corruption .ind Inufftdency ho told 
supplicant, \i you do no I find your grievances redn^red, p fj! y la 
Almiphly to grrmt you some other rulers 

A-!] -T d I n LTli^tra ticin has disappeared," writes Bhtinsfen. 'Thnsi.* vi'hr, 
are at a distance [from Liu- court? pay very lilt Jo attention to 
(Aurangmb sj orders," says Manned. They make Reuses,, they rrllie 
difficulties and under ? ! ivur of these pretext, .ind by giving large smns 
lt> the offic lab at court. tliuy do fust as ibe-v Like- 1 Bengal which yielded 
i net revenue of i 7 million rupees during thtf reign of Shah Jahan noiv 
yielded no more than MQ.LX 10 rupees according to Mimucci ■' Lie inskcd 
the grand Vizier the ciuiM of I he- lallmg off The vizier n-pUed 
hypocritically that tin.- govemiifert of Shah fahati was. tyvifinieat and 
tiiv people oppressed, whereas that of His Majesty was compassionate 
rmiL holy, leaving people to lit-i.- m pence mul happiness These word* 
Satisfied Id IS Majesty 

■Vurangieb's Iheocrahc bias alec contributed to Ins administrative 
difflculties, as die prominence he gave to Kazis m govummom wa& 
reunited by the military gpsfDcran Says Khali Khan "Auraftsreb 
esnl abli$hed the Knuis so firmly ui ih<? affairs of the state, and with 
rdereni-e Id ,idmmistralLOh that thi lending and resppiuiblc officers of 
the empire began to regard them With envy and jealousy " Once wlum 
AurangMb Will' fret ling about a military problem, Mahobat Khan, a 
prominent genera) -..ijcasticallv told the emperor that to gain victory he 
h.id only to ask tin* Uiiuf k.17. to issue a fiStivsi md that there was mi 
Hired to sond aili army 

Aurangeeb a lark ol trust in men r\ns another major problem As 
he once told PnncF Muaiemm liu trusted mi one. and was suspicion 1 
ni ever his own shadow In Ihu fare of such paranoia, no nno dared In 
shoiv .my iruliahve None o| ym dare move a step without hu. Leave.' 
notu'd Bntiiih ambassador Nraria \umngirvb repeatedly clipped I he 
v mgs nt hu sons, <if fen humiliated them 111 pul Lie, uH&ig such vpjilhute 
a- ignorant and iiar^w-mlnd^l ''fearful and cnwarrfjy", “iirtiud and 
iciiilish "shorl-stgEiled. base-minded and faolislt" He drove one tf>f hie- 
into extter *md imprunned three others, two of ilie-m ior kwie 
jTf All ll., princes »«c ktpl under runslmt wmiilltttt 
LndRratmdnM,,. nu, !*„* United with nKprarsibihly. In* , ln d 
oil ICem dEd not function responsibly 

a> It v.-y. tint u,e found.,!, uns ol the ernp.n- crumbled dining lire 

t i; ,T r f l '™f' b - ■ md »«*» to cfbpM ,n turm .,,1 lirsl 

1DKL.UV thw Hindustan This wa5 Aurm.^cl. ^ bfejfey Bui u„. 
tdl d,at * w ™ " 01 ,h,! Musb.-it, bui the Mura i hut The M unites 
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or the H rti pc i tiichf iu so hoih 



u1|1 d L iJ| 2 t-d .kiiii plundered the disintegrating empird, but did not care 
l.i supplant the Mugbols and impow (heir own authority, for they had 
i yesied interest m prolonging .marchy ''[ have heard lhal every m^ck 
tPn-y (Merathas) gave mvny sweets and money in .h^rity. praying for 
the long L'fc th| Emperor, who had proved [to !hem| ih t - Feeder re 
ihc iJniversel" .-ay^ Bhimsen 'Many of the Moghul officer*. Ln cliarge 
, , I ftishicts were m Hu? pay of both parties, and likewise wished Lhal 
tftu existing (^fusion rmghl continue-, " adds Duff Macsthii and Mughal 
Lifficdis when they met nltun parted witli a inocJong prayer for tin? long 
life* of Auran'gzeb, 

It took the Mnntthas .1 long kmc lo reali?f that they Jvad fin- historic 
opportunity lo hu the succewdre '-■'E Hie Mughal empire "Their 
nfenduring hordes/' says Duff, "did not comprehend dial they were 
conquerors/ The Mar.Uh.i5 lore at the ITcsh of the dying lion, liul did 
no I have ihe vision to SEE thal they could be die kingt of the forest 
themselves, 



THE LAST FEW years of .Aurengzeb were paihetk. For 51 x long yearn, 
irnm 16^ to 1705, the ncEogeniiri.nn umpemr wearily tnidged limough 
mire from battlefield to batilcfield, from fori 1« fort, resolute till the 
cikI Till al East hu* body gave up. and he submitted to the inevitable 
end of all human endeavour 

Atrei the fa)] of Wogingera, in May 1705 Aurartgaeb shif,.cd his 
camp to 1‘tev.ipiu a ullage oil ihe KrifhnE, Hiver, to give himself and 
hi. troops somi* much needed resL There the oiijiulative strain of ^ 

Mnte. labour ol Ihe pnArw* s*» «« f*™“r ^ P 

lull ,|l l iu had »ys Khafi Khan. "«vo« pains tn bis luubr- 51.11 he 
conlinupd 10 liboW. ettmdtaj? the Jurtar and uoju g oideo, so I to 
his condition g» W worse and he bean* cnheelly ,B. boverdl un.:« I" 
slid miL, uKontnihiMm i*to aoturdmB to Menoca lor todee Jays 
bo did not appear at the publn audiences As Aunr^cb began « 

sink, consternation W(*l «• ""P 1 *™ 1 cam P' !os ,wo< ord ™ : *" d 
frir fipEi r of tlv£ _ _ 

Mlrec likiudv Aureng«t recoded in Ofctebur, after a SA-montll 
iw , . ... .pur he began hi5 In-mew.ird gurney On thu ivay. he 
1 ici/tc on awhsoM u) the plum, -I for forty dsy? to ab^rvn Hie month 
i f tastinE Mid reached Alimadnagdr Oi\ 31st January 1706 He pitched 
Sat «!»ctly thE m* b P clt lvherr hr had c«nped twwty-hvn 
vear , h * foie , When' ha First Arrived there- to ctirwt the campa.gn against 

ihe Deccan kingdoms He had completed a cycle 

|-., im Ahucidoagar he waF t^pccted to pr«L-i-d tre Aumngnbad. 
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and from there ta Delhi, hut when Mil 1 impeftat officer nt A urangiihii ; 
requested permission Id repair Hit? alndc-l there in receive him t] 1( , 
ftirlorn emperor wrote, 'Ahmadnayar JisJ my journey's end ' ^ 

It w-i5 a woebegone old man, who returned to Ahmndnagar Wnh . 
Manut..j, “The Did and wily king, Aurangzeb . we fmd lum. th^ 
with his army rtDt far from the fortress of Ahmad n*gar . . h^-bte and 
old full of dMlIusions, and near to the day of h(s death" 

He was eighty-nine years old now All hi5 brother? and listen. w L >rr 
dead, some of his mm children, even some of his grandchildren, vrejvj 
dead When Goharara Begum his last surviving sister, died in L7T16 
Aurangzeb Lamented her death repealing again and again, ''She mnd I 
alone were left among Shah J alum's children He could htmself then 
hear tin footfalls of the dread reaper. 

As Ahmadnagar. llu: emperor conluujod tp work as best ^ ti G 
could. Tdl the end, even during his final illness, he kept up the 
appearance maintaining the royal routine, even holding ,1 ksnd (if 
make-believe durbar, reviewing from hir- bed the assemblage in (he 
courtyard of hiS lent. There would ho no negligence, no lack of 
attention on his pan For Ms age, Aurangzeb, once a stcklv child dyer 
wham Shah Jahan had fretted, whs remarkably well-preserved, 
"Although he hved tor ninety years, his Jive senses were not at □]] 
impaired, except his hearing, and I hat to only sn slight an extent that 
U IV .is not perceptible to other?. - says Khafi Khan. Ho was looked a tier 
w:tii devotion by Eus daughter Zin atun n Lsa — an old maid of sixty-three 
herself — and by lus wife Udlpuri 

A major concern of Aurangzefo m the last Weeks of Ms life was 
In prevent his ‘-on? Irem fighting tar the throne over Ms deathbed 
Kam Biikhsh, his youngest son hom to Udipurt when Aiirangzfib was 
lorty-nmc, was with him, and she aged emperor doled on turn Bui 
tlte prince was menaced by Azam, Aurangzeb's Impetuous and 
ambitious third son, who was also in die camp having arrived there 
from Gujarat The emperor's favours to Kant BaJchsh, w»ys Khali Khan 
mado Azam ' writhe like a poisonous serpent 1 Aurangzeb realized fhal 

u , ? Dt ? MVL ' ' huc unDunnc'd lions together", and so in the 
thud week a! February 1707 he Separated the brothers sending Kam 
Jlakhsh te Bljapur and Azam !o Malwa He knew that he would not see 

ihcru again, ana broke down and wept when Knm BakMsh took leave 

itt him, 

TIT7T?* 1 A «®6«* hK*. ,1 ww of U.M 
imwidiMiJ), alto his death was inevitable Thun do marten, jjo an in 

f 0 ®" 1 k ‘ n « d «"'< writes Manuo, -Sow, feaUdsoos and area, 
grandsons aw maku, B preparatory lor the tarnble wars svhielt roost 
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ni- uir futuim tiii ml rs rio hope " 



ensue up™ the death of ihu old kins For there are many aspirants to 
dominion, h being among them a saying lhat m such a case n father 
■^outd not trust a son, not a san his father.'' 

-phere were seventeen ''princes of full age" who had a claim in the 
throne, roles Mrmuax sons who were already old men, gniy-bcvr-ded 
nr.indscms, and great-grandsons m Hirer mid-twenties "What an event 
m behold will be dte tragedy following the death of this old man!” 
reflects ManuccL ''One only of these prince? can succeed, and thereby 
protect his family; the rest of th<=m will bo decapitated, nr lose their 
hves m various ways It will be n much worse tragedy than lhat which 
happened at the end of King Shalt Julian's reign 

On 2Mi February 1707, four days after he sent Azam away, 
Aunuipzcb fell ill with high fever Even then, for a few days ho 
continued to visit the court room to say the five daily prayer* wilh (he 
nobles "Edo was very weak," says Khab Khan, "and death was cWy 
stamped upon his face " Aurangzeb knew that his end was near, and 

often recited. 



hi a iu'rrrijC, TFJ a rlilHIlfe, Ju if fomih, 
Thu condition of tks wvrtd 



Ccmri astrologers. tearing t! he wocsl, advised Aurangzeb to gH'e away 
m charity an elephant and n valuable diamond to avert ire? evil 
influences of the stars. Aurangzeb, who still had his wife about him, 
disagreed With the suggestion, and noted on the petition «« 

qivmg away of an eluant wa? the practice of the Hindus and of ster- 
worshippere. " Ipstatd, he soul ^.1)00 rupees to the Cluet Kazi for ^ 
giving P |\T the note sanebonmg the grant, he added a fun era l mstnA ttore 
tli is creature Of dust quickly f ihe first [bunalj piace. md 

cnnsLRn him to the earth without any usdess , 

A fuw days before hLH death. Aomngzeb wmhe fareweli tetb.fi to 

. , nakh^h and utissiblv alsu his will I know not lvIio I 

* »«* -<• A— -l| 

hiivi- betr spent L-«cept ™ nuiterib., have l,?!t fal\ regret n. Juri Inin' 

s net «t -ill done m, Orue) H®*™""' ”> “» '“ lm « 

7l ] ,fe so' vatuabJf, has gona away mr nothing Of 

» ,» lwpe I broueh, nothing pth tne (role the. 

linrlrtt Ind on, L,,rrytn S woy Wth mo Ihe iro.L, of my « 1 know 

not what punishmcnl Wilt lall on mu 
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Tn Kam Balthsh the emperor wrote. "My mv hv er t 
U,1, t Mrt 'lying . *w*y n huu I ihc army ana T 

bee " E}lc ™ u “ Nyl di-p^snon ciE mmd and i*a, of f Jnol ,* T 
Wtien .1 was lull of strength, I could ml ai all protect thrnv , r T" 

I .nm unable to lake care of myself! My limbs W waaed b mJ. ‘5* 
brt>iiih that subsides. there is no hope of it* return What eb .." l , 
do ui ^di a condition than lo prey? I c ,m m depiction i ■! 
t-ireu nii i he bells were lotling For Auratigzd) as ivdt a . f Dr / 
Mughal empire. M r ° r ™ 

In his last will, said b have been found under Ins pillow niter h 
death. \iiKinRzeb recnmmenJed the pa‘rHfl«n,ng of the empire n m Z 
^ pnn5 ]J1 molha document, more a testrmrienL than a will hr- h i 
dn,sn various piwepta for the guidance of his succors, .and'.adv^d 
^ver trust your sons nor treat them during your |,f, hmc In * 
.n tun ale manner The mam pillar of goyfpWl e lo be wd 

"‘f. 1J1 . thc n f ws of th,: ; ^LOS'icm The negligence Fur a sulK z f 

moment becomes the onuse of disgrace fog long years 

Hie document also gave inatrucLiomi for lus funeral 'Tour nitres 
-ind two annas, out at the price of the caps sewn by Die, nre win/ ■ 
beg thu r ^ ltr he wrote Tate the m , and spend j, * t 
shroud of this helpless creature Three hundred and Eve rupee, from 

^“S bir ' Kt ' ran ' ™ Jn F ur ^ ptrsonnl expenses 
g* tal,u,e ^ *• “*» ™ ** day of my dr-mh du noS 

it on my shroud and other necessary Gur\ this wanderer wilh 

JSvS 1 ruL ^ rt ™ -ho Ls conducted W 
hejdEd I* run* the Grand Emperor (GodX LS sure U, be on obrort of 

"nbV.llej thC ' L ' 0tftri Pn m >' Ll]c ' r Wlih 1 coarse white 

Cbth called gam Avoid tire spreading of a canopy 



1 1 Ft L.i\T> l. tME on Friday, 3rd VI. 1 rch Thsi -.• 1 1 

zjm.rn «.• sJS ™ , zr^zi : 

to >® thOa«is (if 

Khan places the time. df Aumd fr wfr, d „ th y , 

* lay a round v a m Fhc dm a r L , llLl ° u 1 Dne lVc1 tc;h ^ 
Ills daath white at luq n' " 1 "■ * lmH . t-nday, .md the mument □! 

.™,, « ^ ^ ■'srjr ^ 

encampment Many persons were killi-d Le ^ ^mdmg m rliL 

also animaL. Thv day Warn,- Z l' i>y ^ duil r and 

y Slh rnun mn mlo each other, 



su 



pr nil, 1 1 Tom ti ti.nt is s;o iiotr 



being unable to &ee where tlicy were going, villages were destroyed, 
and. lrei:s overthrown The whirlwind Listed up lo mx o'clock in" d/ 

twenuig ” 

The next morning, P tmee Aznrri, who had tarried outside 
Ahmedriigar instead of proceeding to Mnlwa, arrived nr Ihr impertaJ 
camp, and conveyed Aprflngzeb's body for bunnJ d the tdmb oF samt 
hlirtkh ZaIn-ul-]-[aqq in Khu Mated, firur miles lo the west of Daulatabad 
It was Auraxigreb wish dial his toirb, [ikv that of his belayed srsfer 
Johanara, should he Jowly and simple His gravu tvas (hercforc mark' 1 '! 
■only by □ stab ni stone, nuw fuel by sevtin feet with a trough ■: Lit Enta 
lb which was filled With .en|h and planted with green herbs. The tomb 
lids no platform, nor any dnrno over It, bur is open tu phu * slue. 

,J A; rtiflrsf haimii faaad'i-hasji! (After me, chao^.f' Aurangzeb had 
once said He died with trie woeful knowledge thal Ills titanic endeavour 
had all been m vain. In a note Lo one of his anno., hi wrote of hnntdf 

A Fes, u?v t[fe Fuji, ficeri wp^ted tu wuu/ 

1 fjiir.'L' faiLT rrlyj frmsHJitfld it iminhty dJ 

TJ’afrT and fodder 

And to his Vuuer, Asad Khan, he Wrote PraLred bn God [hat in 
whatever place and -bode ! have been ! have bv passing [through il| 
Withdrawn my heart from all rhifigti cnnuecti^i'l W‘iEh il and made death 
easy for myself" 

The loneliness and misery of ht5 last years do not redeem Anronga#, 
but Uiey SLiflun the Liglit on him ll IS tempting to see turn .-. Tragic 

figure but he would himself have preferred to be judged Ui'mly 
wuthciut sqntimoqblify or compassion. 



AFITER AUEANGZEB THERE would be vet other Mughal emperor-. 50 
coiled, un the throne of Drill! fur .1 Cfflhiry and a half, till IS?* when 
the last emperor— lire eleventh after Aurangzob— E-shadur Shah a 
f-ecble- aid man of cij'S'iLy-lwo, wms bundled atf to prison m Eangoon b 1 .' 
tlie IJriLish ehcj tire suppressclvL of the Scpov Mulini Bahadur 5haJ, 
had grand tdtks bill no empire, he WAS m reality only tfre king of Dedhi 
barely .1 king at that, subsisting on a pension mom tire British The 
empire ives ypone long before his tuna, gone a hundred years, bludgeoned 
by Persian and ^gh.10 invaderb, dismembered by the Marathas and 
Lhe British Even before the empire was £tmc hardly Eve yoai> after the 
death of Aurari£7c-b in f.n l die emperor had his: cun u .1 mere puppet in 
the hands of ruthless Icmg-mahiTS it the muri 
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Tbu^ :l was bJiol when Aurwi®eb stood ,il Hn_ pinnacle of Hu- 
Mughal tiiipcc i.il glory, he was looking Into ihe .ihysv 

Ll In, id been, for Aur.-ingKuli nud his forebfijsrb, n long., arduous i limb 
to the summit For his successors, si would be but one step min ih e 
abuss 

•f 
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Epilogue 
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Death of the Future 



[N A MERE CEmrnry and ,1 haEJ, covering ru^l Eout reigns from Akhar 
to Anran^eb, Mughal rule changed the face. of India, by which India 
would recognize ilself and the world would recognize Er ich . i In every 
Jp.rct of Life Ihe Mughal achieve men! was matchless, and it transformed 
ihe lifestyle of thi= elite throughout India Wtial tluj Mughals wen?, was 
what the rich and the powerful everywhere m India aspired lu he- III 
customs and mannerSj dress and cuisine, architecture 1 and gardening. 
Language and literature, arl and music and dance, the standards of 
r-xeulJenice for a long time thereafter would He Mughalai. 

Vet m a fundiiinental sense India lIi J not change at all What 
changed was lifestyle, not hie. and that too only of a minuscule elite 
There was no transmutation of civ dual inn. Behind ihe Mughal facade 
Jny die Lmitieiisu body of Hindu ttilrure, ancient and torpid bo l still 
breathing Hie Hindu world did not change under Muslim influence, 
nor did the Muslim world change under Hindu influence, despite their 
bOO-Qdd-year coexistence, There was some interaction between the tivu 
cultures, but no synthesis, Nordsd either cormm unity respond cxeatively 
to the stimulus of resurgent Europe, winch had reached nut across the 
great Oceans and Linked Lip with Indu even before ibu Mughals arrived 
on the scene There were no stirring*, of new life in Mughal India The 
Mughal efflorescence was .■ f knvenn g of the old tret':- And it turned 
nut to be the last spring of die old col hires m India. 



■‘TT LOOKS AS d every fWps ui India were being made ready for some 
remarkable revolution' 1 — this was how Lidia at the turn of the 
seventeenth century' seemed to Nwcolao Manucd* an astute Italian 
observer who had lived in Lidia through the entire long reign of 
Aumngzeb and beyond. Indix it appeared to him, was barrelling 
towards chaos. 

Outwardly ihe Mil ghat empire Still glittered Uwsmiirmngly , but 
within thu golden, jewelled thrynalis, the ilevh was routing,, the spirit 
head Thu land was dwnlnte, the empire crumbling, its economy 
shattered. its gov eminent inefficient and irredeentfably CLirrupl, its 
mammoth army flaccid and impotent, its culture effete, its pcnple 
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tiraken and spiritless Only the Mara [has displayed any vitality n, 
ihsre u'As no future with the Marathi either They cc ,uJd L ve ' ' 
the Impend sceptre it was theirs to take. They had Ui* piJWM 0u j ’ h V 
hiid no vision The- Marethas lor. were captains of the meets, ■■.■nf 
Hobbeaian hell into which India was collapsing in the efthtbeiith 
cunhiTy India seemed to be a land where the lu lure bad died ' 
This was not how Indi-Vs destiny had seemed a century e -j rEjer 
the end nf AJ * bar ' s In mam respects the Mughal 

progressive The Mughab had Integra fed almost all of India into oZ 
empire. ,md provided it with a fair amount of political stability md 
ndministnilive unity , under them the IndceGangetic Plain, the heartland 
of India., had for ovlt a century enjoyed such peace as it had na . 
known m a very long time Culture luxuriated under Mughil Datronace 
and India now acquired, alter the decline of Sanskrit as , ] lv L 
language, a new lingua franca. Urdu. Urbanization had advanced 
notably under lilt Mughals, and so had the monetization of the economy 
which, along with improvements in die sUndardizatibii of currency 
weights and measures, f^cilitnted The growth of trade And 
coincidentally, new and vital trade links with Europe had lumed the 
Indian economy, though, tentatively, in a new direction. 

. ' despite al] this, m several areas crucial to the growth and 
trmistorrnation o; society, Mughal India lagged way behtd Eu _ 
betimd even China, Japan and I’erai*. Tnere was hardly any vilyTin 
the r<m.Qtn y scant spirt! of enterprise among Lhe people | n agriculture 
industry and trade, Indian practices Wore archaic Them was no ferment 
of ideas, mid curiosity about the now science and (erhnofngv of Europe 
did not go beyond the dilett.mh.sm ut a few amir. Except m a few 

IvTin^r 55? 5 , hPWCd lLEtjL ' mkTCql m *™P“n invention:. 
Even LO mili ary leehnotogy. so clow to the Mughal heart., adoption of 

T*- r ;md hi ''P h ^^ d While numerous Europemw 

n^T WEre arT1Vine * bdia 111 Mu E ha] 

H-ihihnl ’i^T 1 7 ^ * klU>Wn |L1 havrJ tPBVell «* to Europe— "Han 

' nd had bT ™& 1 ^ A™ 

gor>ds and tahnes for His Matty's inspection/ says Nfeajmiddin 

jUiroad, chronicler nr Akbar Then were no Indian book on Europe or 

SBSSffiRSS l T^ ^ nQl *-* 

M,^| b !wv T , ' VJPf ' dwie am1 proeresc 

m McgL d^hrom dC *™ ° f the 

ttim sell down to rhe mrm m th?Sli e TIh ' fFa ™ *** 

of civic inoniliiy and personal Inteentv -'n' '' nE9r tobl “ ltacr|i:G 

be ruli&d upon," wn,l M^uca T« ? *** ?'*' *** * Wfinl lp 

- It is continuously requisite to think 

5ia 
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Lbe worst and believe the contrary of what 15 said They deceive 
both the acute and I he careless; thus, when they show themselves the 
greatest friends, you require to be doubly careful/ Says Roc "'It Is not 
Oie covlomo of the best or the worst in this count rey to bu an good as 
cheir word, being certnine only in dissembling" Adds PeJsaert 
"Everything in the kingdom, la uncertain, Wealth, posihon, love, 
fnendship, confidence, everything iiangs on a thread “ 

Hypocrisy and sycophancy were ihe chara ttonslic frarfs of fhr- 
[ndian ruling class According to Mamicci, indinns ^ddore hpnke openly 
hut held ''confabulations with nods and metaphors’', which mode n 
fosy tor them to break faith and sill I feel deceni, The amir probably 
vicwEil sycophancy merely a= gpod tnareners^ a formal courtesy, and 
had therefore no ftfeilngj, □/ pf?n;cjnal degradation in being a gyiJCiphant, 
especially as flic practice was universal But sycopliancy was not just 
geod manners Lack of earnestness in speech — is swig words to dness up 
and disguise ihoughts and feelings, rather than to reveal them — led to 
lack of earnestness ill thought Sind action, corrupted values, .and 
perverted both individual chqraclpr and social process 

The evit of this was compounded by the peculiarity of Endi.in 
society being at once servile and tyrannical — those who bowed .md 
scraped be fore their masters tyrannized their underlings, and thus at I 
the way down the social ladder The enbru Indian sociopolitical syslem 
was iniquitous, and shot through and ihrough with corruption, 
inefficiency and oppression Than? was no ienw oT justice or fair plp'r 
Everything Waa for sale 

In a way, the flaws of Endian society were the flaw? of medieval 
society, which was nearly the same tliu world over Bui the helix i?i 
medievalism, in India had a few additional twists of its own, such a.- 
the ossified Hindu C&Sle system imd Uie fatalistic values underpLrmm g 
It, the grinding poverty of the people, thi? debilitating climate of India, 
and, more than anything else, the near I dial absence of (he --pint of 
mdividuatuim among Indians — and ihese, combining with the pernicious 
nature nf Mughal rniie, diftab]i:.i India There Were some stirring:, of thi* 
new during the rtiigrt of Akbar, Lhe spirit af upun enquiry breaking 
through the crust of mcchevafiam, but the menus] forces of Jnd 1% i, like 
fl viscous, black 1 tde, enveloped and quiesced the new energies 

Meanwhile Europe had broken free, to go adventuring across tar 
horizons, to the ends oi the earth ami the confines of (.he mind. 
Columbus had discovered America when Uabur wag still a hid in what 
he considered 10 be "the very Farthesl limiis of tho civilized World", 
and by the time Babur arrived in Agra. Magellan ‘s expedition had 
circumnavigated the world., and lhe rortoguvsu had already been in 
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fadia for over it quarter century. Copernicus, Michelangdo, Uoncud 
Jj v'mu and MachiaveJii were Babur's contemporaries; Shafeetipearc* 1 
Ktiplt^r and Galileo were the contemporaries of Afcbar and fahaiip- 

hlowton of Aurargzeb. Europe was on the up spiral. India on thn 
down spiral rrie 

lhis wn=L plain to see But few could see the obvious; bemir bW E I 
i'y the gJLtter of the Mughal emperor's mounlainoiis hoard of ^Id , n j 
^itib, hi- marble palaces ihe p eacocfc throne, the Taj. Sul behind 'ii.p 
shimmering imperial facade there was another scene, another i 3 j,._ 
people m mud hovels, their lives barely dialim-t from those of ani Kl j, 
wretched, halfmaked, hnlf-M^rved, and from whom every drop of aari 
had been wrung out by their predatory master, Muslim ns weU & 
Hmdu Only chieftains and amirs ialtenad, and king* lived like kmrs 
Not surprisingly, at the height of Mughal splendour under Shah 
lAhan, over a quark- of (he grass national product of the empire Wa5 
^ppropmntid by jusl h?5 individuals, while the bulk of the npproxLrnataiv 
120 mi3 i 1 f n F*°P k ' uf tadia lived on a dead level of poverty No one 
11 lh,riu S hl to their plight. Famine swept the Und every few years 
ue.,, arms hundreds of thousands of men,. an d in ,1s wake , - ."J' 
alway-: and mevitebl; y. F#an™ P devouring several hundreds of 
thousands more In Mughal India, the contrast between legend and 
reality was grotesque. h nrJ 

"hidia of the w^nteenth century must haw been an mtemo for 
,hv ordinary man. says Moreland, n fair and perceptive early modem 
,,:o:u-,roK. analyst pf Mughal India. Bm the comm ori folk were n” m " 
™, vicbms i u,ih,r They were weak, but not innocent HeEd in 
k only by the brute coercive power of the state; they went on a 

rampage Whene ver authors slackened pillaging and kiHmg the unwary 

UI, lxi.i Ln he towns, too, the common people were Emly ,md it 

* *1 ta noting VitltaT v* ,wlS* 

their lum. bl the mediei'a] |unj.]i. me „ tn . (, fflsfe * 
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opened up by Akhar. : J *‘" nmri5a the broad path 

Hie decline of India's p^tfen relative to the rest of Lhe civilian 
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world, especially Europe is refected m the coRlrast^g peremptions t f 
Iravellers in ancient and medieval India Some 2IW0 yean- before Mughal 
lurius, MogastheriPSj the Greek envoy In the Mauryan court saM of 
Indian character ,J TruLli and virtue they hold alike in esteem Seven 
hundred years after MegssthjShre, Ya HsLem a Chinese traveller, had 
about the satiie Lluiig to say of Indians, as did fh.utUn Jiang m iht- 
^evL-nlii century, who wrote, "'They do not practice doo.-Lt. and rhm 
keep their sworn obligations They wlII tint take anything wrongfully 
and they yield more than f.iirne.i'i requires " 

fhes-e are no doubt keeping generalisation^ expresktairis pf 
sentiment rather than statements of fact— and ihm equally true of the 
blanket ennriemnahons of Mughal India by European travellers Yet 
undeniably they contain substantial element., of truth Besides, the fact 
tlul the predominant Pittihidc towards India m .rnaimt limes was of 
goodwill, Lind that such goodwill was almost totally absent m Mughal 
times, iS nt itself Significant, 



THE EIC.fTITFNTH CENTURY turned uul to be. as Mnnucci had 
predicted, die Ligu pf revolutionary transformation us hidm — the hr=.l 
half pf the century saw die coJJiipse of Ihc uld world while the second 
half marked the beginning of the new Tire dvs^otubon of Mughiil Incba 
was liirgoly duo to its mtomal vjoKsiELidc^ — the decrepitude or thc- 
Mughaln and the r/ayivardness of the Maratlias — but the pivotal i,,)e in 
building a hew India was played by an exlemaf power, Lht- Bribsh 
India by itst'Jl did not have the vitality eLSher Ip fusEain iL^ did ruiture^ 
nr So transform and renew JlscU 1 , Under Lhe ciicumitan-ies, the European 
domination nf India fjeemud not Only inevitable, but desirnblo — not an 
the dpoiinBlipn ol one people cn f er another, huL of modernism over 
medievalism. For the future 0> be bOnl If at oil 
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Chapter 1 

„ ifVSnen Itabur fir=.lr arrived in Agra, the Lodi capita], llurmiyun whq had 
preceded ham to the city, presented him with a huge and lustrous diamond the 
value- tif whidl was put by Raimi .it ,r Uvo and -i half day's fond lor iho whole 
HM-or|d J * IVilh characteristic genEnraity hi; gave il back to HumayUfi "J fust gave 
It back to. him ” writes Babur The diamond diti rtnl have a nam- (hen, hut it 
^ genera I Jy behevert th.il it was thu KolUrmr, the most famous gem in history. 

U ’ The diamond , along with a tray of jewels, had been given to Hum . man by 
ltw S.ifput roynl family df Gwalior, in pnihlude tor protecting ttium from 
pillagers when, they got trapped ul Agra flfhJT Che battle t:f Fampal. in which 
ihf rajn, a tributary of Ebrahim Lodi, was slain 

Jbe Kohinur, Smn* claim fahdfuliy, Was (hr Sjmantik Mani that once 
adumed die bracelet of the Mahabtuirntu hero, Arjuna Mote credibly, but again 
withmal proof, 1 1 is maintained that the diairtmid origin ally wme Irani the 
Kollur diamond muic along the river K/JHhr.a in Hie Deccan— this L> flfll 
improbably as the dumnand mines |n the Kuanonl and Aflantapur distndS Of 
Andhra Pradesh were flt one lime reputed In have been the richer diamond 
mines in thu world Later the diamond is said to have betn in the possession 
of the royal family of Mahvo fur several genera tiuru, from whom it W*» ^i«d 
by ASauddio Khilp. the Sultan (if Delhi, tn the fbtirlttmlh century Ltabur 
corracturad Out the gem that HwmJyun Resented to him WM -the ramous 
diamond which Atauddm must have broufihl" to Delhi. How it got to GwaJ** 
Friicii Delhi is not known. 

Humayun took the diamond with him whan he nought refuge in Tcrsiii, 
but iiL-udv lus-l it there oneC The prince, sayii J.iuli.ir in his memoirs, icwd to 
carry l- "| ■ i-c valuable chivniond:. and rubles in a plltse lfi tus pocket , but onci,, 
after performing Lus ablu lions, he absenttnudWly die puthe behind Luckily. 
Juuhilr Who was then a personal nlh-n* ini ot Hti^yun. faun d the purse and 
returned it to the prince, who then pmsenled the diamond. along wilh '-cvernl 
Ulhcr gems; to 5hfih Tahmafip 

From Persia, the dramohd somehow round itn way back to India— the 
cSiecluro is that flluh Ttfavp sent it « a present to the Nizam Shahi Sultan 
of AhrnndJiagnr, thoi^Eii tt h alw probable thri il cam;- through regular 
dtamontl trade channel Liter, It P™ into- ihe puSs#i*n ul Mir I uiriJn 
(diamond-trader and Vizier oF Gctlcnnda/. and he. when he deleted to the 
Muctiiik m 1656. prcwntaH it to Hhah I ah on. Says. Beroien "On this orcasHin d 
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WiL>l l Lim| a prcuinbd Shah fahan with that EejEfcirated diamond uhi. h 

been generally deemed unparalleled in si:'.L' a n. d beauty " 

The story lar Is hypothetical, (hough plausible; i| i\ nut wrtaftt Lhal |j 1c 
sam ' • diajnond urns invofttod in all of the above trnira.acticms, though n ■.^ r . 
unlikely tli.M more than one such unique dumend ojultl have; figured Jn M ir 
iii5U-.r> of medieval Indie The 5uh*cc|u|jl history of Ihe Kahtnirr i\ \\owwct 
wEtl documented 

In filiati fahnn's SOUK the d^BWcmd wap examined and evaluated to 
Tavenuer. a French jewd merchant It wan originally reputed to Imvc niched 

■ Fti dials. bi±t v. hm ] averaiei hw it it weighed only a little over ZbB c.imK 
as U Ii.'kI been inexpertly ground down by ,i Venetian di.imnnd cutter nan'.Lvl 
Hortensm Qfltpn, Gargto wus fined If- ItT.tXO hy Siah fahan far spiling the 
stone 

In 1 ?& Nadir Shah of Ptewin C,1 tried away the diamond when hr saefced 
Delhi, md 1 1 was he who Rave il its natnu Kuhmur. Mounhnr of I ight Fight 
yeai> later, tm the .liMisidnaticin «f Nadu Shah, the diamond wan seized hy 
Ahmad Bhab Abdali. ., FVrtfaii general, wlm then vet himself up as I he niter nr 
Afghanistan. Shah SSbJp, Ahmad Shah's descendant iwlni 1.1 said jo have 
flipped riff jsk™ from it), b nought (he diamond back bo hulm when he arrived 

S 9i 1 ■V S^jlt Stogh Ibe Sikh ruler look it In n, him 

around and set it on the LmccErt he wore n't official funding 

The British gut hotd of Ihe diamond when the 1 , annoied Punjab in IFTfu 
An amusm s hut improbable story is often toErf that fahn Lawrence the Chiur 
CummieniT ot Punjab, h id abwntmmdedh left it forgotten m his w^hxHil 
for «* ***** the dumond was wnt fa England tw Djihousie, ih* 
Governor General ot India, fa bs press'd In Queen Vfatona il thus became 

■ P™ uf Bri1 ^ ™' n jewdltv tn m Z the diamond, which w.V, carulTSered 

lumpy and lacking in Fire, whs reeu L — the procevi took ihhfty-eighl aTlc j 

6000 POUnds^retfucms it to 106,93 cam I, Kuhimir ^^r placed on 
the crown Of a reigning British monarch probnbEy because ,t was r< pub*! in 
btmy, ml luck fa men, bul il attorned Him ti.-iias ,,f ^Lmeral British queens 

In 19,, newly tadepenritfut India demanded lhat Kohinur be returned to 
todLi.nn the gr^iLd that It rightfully belonged to the Lefaph pf [ tlld j^^th 

[ ? m, nRh h ^ J V " U ' ed <L ’ r ' rCWnl ' C Yh<: chim wa5 rapriated In 1953 

.iulMar Ah HEiiLltn, Lh,. p^ent n-T Pakistan, claimed ,1 far he 

Slvd'nn nmUr 0^ $ - ^ Nlt; JeWflf Hnuse sfL ^ bwimrait t.f the Tuwcr 

■ duality WJ , Lummon among Cenlral Aslin arisl^nb in .medical L 

Ln X !.“ ^ UnCfer L ULt ' 1J1 MahTnwd W^#^adiikshan' If anywheie 

ha,« h ‘ Tl ,toT W1 '- •’ hnnd ' i ™ E ^ ht ' 'n' Stover mean,, to 
to ^ , ,l 0t hls ^ «t he cons' beg,’ 

■ " 1!lcSe ^ntik- and I ud mrnnumd fcc faii service on ht^ very fnHlr'r 

^ ™ ^ br ° lht - ^ - his dav wal to,t Si 

no t r P(Jfr: ™ T Wilhi ' U ' a ta kiu T enu was Uuvurht 

m| fnr, not to kL-cp one, a defect,' 1 h 
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B plural almniit every rmc Y, .i& .i pry. 1 1 Wrikt* Babur "AJiwbet .il a chess-party, 
n ■htrtlldunr HlS leg, louchirif Bana'i ilioth poeb, of r-faral) on the iilnder put-. 
,- ir ,^ said icstuiRly, ‘If ii a n,kI nuuanre of l-Jeret that a nun can't stretch his 
] E £ ivilliout touching ,1 psiet' 1 . bactcsidL’ 'Nor draw r! up again, retnrtad 

flana'i,"' 

■ Babur was a henvy but finicky drinker, and he <dli1. cm re ntik to mit opium 
entora and wine drinkers “Never docs i mrtfufr party go well ivith ;s drinkfrfR 
partj',' 1 lie rib scry las, and so vet aside Saltmlay, Sunday, Tuesday and Wednesday 

JorwLno, Lhe ti Uner days for r^i|7f ii,t R,ihur disltkeri .itrack the ctimmon iicoholi: 
dnnlc of India, he war., he says, ' Ji^pusited hy it, bad jflflvtnu 1 Despite his 
ftishdiotunea*, Dabur did occasionally get so drunk that he could ml recisll On 
{hr fallowing morning wh,i1 he hruf done the previous osghi. 

k Timur ih said to have remarked that there was ntj need tn tear clL-phant - Toj 
Iheu trunk*, jrv empty sleeves, nnd ihey carry Ihdr 1ml> (0 frtintr in f lmiiustMn 
everything is- reversed " 

v Bn bur was d resourttful -ind daring aimmnnder but never fool hard'. He 
writes of ihc piueiutnwis he took- during a cfliopaign "So -.'jiiIious viere we lli.it 
at TiiylH our nght and left cenlre and van wen? |usL it die way lliey htiJ 
(Euan-nuritud, eavh iicAifding fa Us plnce m batik, <taqh prepared r- r its own 
pu-i, with men on toot all round the- crimp, al an arrow's distance ftnm the 
tenLT Every night Niv arm v waa posted in I hr;: W.iy and every night Lruv^ or 
H--I1T 11 (T.v household made Ihv founds with torchi^, each in hiS turn 1 for m . 
pnrl made the round unca each ltfmk" Liyity in guard duh W-i- ScVcTvly 
punished by Babur ' Those notal their pOsb had their nose, sltl and wore led 
round through Hu- army " 

Despiie hii enny V-imaradL’riu, BaL-uj tvas a teugh disciplinarian, t ^i-n ;•■ a 
boy-king In 1^97 m Samarkand, when Bahur was |ust touTteen yea re old lus 
Mlrfrrtihati plLindured a ciravan cl trader , without permission but such was 
Hu/ discipline of my army." writes Babor, "Hut on my issuing an order thr.l no 
jwrStm Should presume to detain .my pact rif the elfecCs or p roper tv rhal hod 
bihun so ■ eized, but Ihe whnle should be cc-.iurvil withoul h'htu' before ih . 
Jiijt watch of (he hl-kL day ww ovm, (hen.' wjs not, to the v’llue ni 3 bit of 
Ihf.Mit, 'i hr .i liToken nrtdte. that was not mstored to the owruu 

H The 'Ml. 1 1- haLq wetT' 'ifn. cs indwid Ihuy wishod fa he seen, as ogre, by ! K+- ■ r 
victims. Babur woutd not have been displeased if hv hod heo.ril 1 li.il Giura 
Nannk. ihv faMritej of die Sikh religion, Fiad tfesLTibcd him as lim fthe 
Hindu god of deith ) d Kgutscd Ihe great M ugh :i I " Lamvn led i he ^ j n . Th ^ 
age is like a drawn nwprd, rhv king^. arc biifahere 1 ''' 

a Runs Ifvir-gn IruccJ hia dnacenl tirnm in R.im.i, bed bt had rw! mfldelfpd himsoif 
cm ihc chivalrous rtiylhinl hero n - Hie RaP'^fliu— it wns by wading Hun ugh ihe 
bEood of his brothers ihal Lhe Etfa'a JicenUaiJ Ihe throne of Me'war in ]5tW. 
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■ HaipuS hjiStonpRS speak nf Babur seeking a fiegoli-Ued peace befciie Elia linlth 
of Kh.imui and also Hint the Mughal victory was facilitated by the Itmfihery of 
Llia oimmamJ^r of l|ii> R.)|pul '.-mguard Neither al these! are improbable 
Ulftujfh lney are not cormbtiratL'd liy .my ouirt Mmtirc Babur's ptmiljon was 
weak anti a defam'd battle would have Muted him Subveralon ton 1V i- nn t 
unlikely — Haj-pul chieftains wni- ever .<■( each Others' ihroaLs mH Mewnr tLaclf 
b-olii before and. jfh-r :lv reign uJ Rona Lfonga. wan riven willi mfemecine 
squabbles, m which rh .■ intervention or tin wide mlars was sorFietifncs sought In 
fact, just a few months -liter Khknua, Babur was offered she ^re-it fort of 
BanthnmbhoF by Itana Sanaa's second sun, VLkratn.ijtC in return for help 
against his elder brother w-fm had becuiiie the ruler of Mewac nfler Rana 
Sanaa's death 

■ Rana Sanga died in 151=5,, pen. -sin Ed Lv. his sirdars, and with him ,| L ..d the 
Rajput imperial imibijj^ though il kink I he Mhgltils nearly ninety years 
i™we to Lifni^ Mew.ir finally under iheir (Way ['he MmJr myaJ family itself 
end nn'd long after the Mughal', became cxlmd 

Chapter 2 

m BflburVr pinn lo divide the empire, as qu-vn in a Letter he wrote to Humayun 
iv * - 7 ' h ^veinh'r tS». "Ah Ehim knoWest ilie pule has always, been, when 
thou hadst sis part',. Kamran had five; tins having been rnnstanL, mqkc.no 
change Live well With thy brothers filcJ^ru musl bi.lr the burden I have 
hope lll.n Ihou. for (by pari; ivjIL keep On good lenji^ with him, he who has 
gmwn up an active .and excellent vmith, should ml fail for his part, in | 0V al 

dub,' h> Ihee A-'kan was assigned Shamkil and Jdind.d given Alwnr as then 
Reft 

“ Humavun was finicky abm* ritual washings and was ever proper in ^pi=OKiti 
ar.,| ,.,:iion. bupervCitums. hr was always careFul In make Ins entrances wit], his 
num font first. And retired the satn* care m »Ehn>-jf anyone entered his 
presence with Hie wr font. he w 4S liable lo ba sen I out to enter neatn wish 
the ngbl icHit. says Batoium 

irMirza Haidar cm crimp bltoweri. U an amir bad 100 rclauum. In- would *frr 
bms* t a no them,, have perhkpj fiye hundred camp- follows.. rvho on the day 
of tattle no not .iLti-nd an their masters so lhal they wander a l Urge 
how ^' w "iwcn tffty may be beaten back on lace anti head 

H r d * 11 31 P"** though (here: is only 

g^sfryJ fejr ■** *“***«• >■*- «4 p n. 

Hamid* and Guthad^n we« d« friends, and Iheir tents were always 
i i ihed mest id earn other. t.mLhadan mainrd Kli^r ghwnja Khan whu 1 Her 
th. WVHKT.of Uhun,; «h» dM ,1 tfi JBr „ r Eg k T ' g g* 
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. . and Hsuroda WJS with her when she- breathed her Tasl Jlornida hifiwlf 
d,ed' m the .nctumn of tfiW, sjxtydhrt# yeara after licit wvddmg Shit was 

L'vcmy-scwen years-old. forly-nintt ytiri .1 widow 



Chapin ^ 

B Portraits show Sher Shah as a mOOrt-fjced, heavy- limit'd, ^our man Wilh 
powerful, hulgoiifi shnuldeffi aod a Him CUfled tnn ut-tarhc 

a liierc wGFf a nunlhcr of Drn Vidian trihes m Ih^ hills nf Mm Hi Bihar m 
medieval times like Cherovs -ind bavars. DMVJdians Wert domiriarH fnxtft 
Gnrakhpur Lo Bumlelkhand, but were gnidufllly dasplated by Rajputs 

m filkandfl- Locfi's suvro^ioTi rales for jagLrtlftrr: If any noble Jliei - whktt'MW- 

monc'V dt olher effects he nay Icavu should be divided .unoog hue heirs 
, 30 .mrdmiT (o the Saws oF tnhenfaiKo, hut h^ ohMv Jnd his japil:- acul ha 
mllitarv rotinuc, k‘l him d0nf« on whichever oJ lh-r sons he thinks most nbl..' 
and thee no one else ba.:- ,v rl B hr to share, nur ii any remedy open b Ehritn." 
This wai the principle on which ^ ^.ih LW hEs refussf (n share h.:< 

I'n lhcr'?, pnpir With hLs stepbrothers 

■ ShfcT Stiah. says Abul F,i2l^ was "a Stranger to frwncbhj'p’a neakn 



■ Slier Shah on the ways of Afghins The aJStamut the Afghiuts is ihj ii W 
(din has four kinsmen monf thain another lie think:, little of killing or 

JcshoriQU ring bis neighbour 

u Sher iihflhk strategy In Rajasthan was to i&i and hold the imports! mrlr.. 
leaving the countryside Id ihL' r:ijas 

. Sher ainb was parhcular nbreii throwing up . enlrenchremK «h^™ 
currtpedj, but founddt impWihl* to do r*i to Lhe de^n sand, oF Rafasthtm. But 
wS kr &h n h was fore d, f child sh^ud him 

^Tnniil jM>n Mahmud Kban. suited Ibuc ^ wuld be fHI.'d vaFi sand te 
build the defences, «ys Abbas Hils Was prvbMy Hie hrst time toa .mJLags 
were- used in war in India Tbr in^cntous boy W*s # AdH khun ' he 

was pur to d eath by Tritum Shah a.-s -i poi-.-r n n I nv.il 

. In derail ris will, ^rvupnon. Sher bhali. dv-.pite ha ortbodtory- ^,s slrict Wen 
w lh rel ink nitk^ ^ cte-ll firmly with com.pt imii^ their 

» W «*» * 

h u,m ^,-rardtoe til NiitoiitaUph four tasks that Shcr Shah on hr- 
" .ilk reBTEHc-tt he war. unable to accompii^l' hv bad wanted tv shift th-- 
nJlive Rr.h to Pimjali .« , ,h.nM ,,,,^.^,1 m,.,^ Arid 
raze Lahore lo i 3 'L’ ground ^ that such a gn^it city to^gfrt toil exi'.l art easy 
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F^'V fell the Mugfinb. he had aLso wanted In biuld a fleet nr ships for pilcrim- 
ir.™ Indui (ci go tn Mem. and raise a tomb IW Ibratum Lodi it P, 1m ™( I 
sha « t“*y lll *w nej-tcLH wLth ms ln ttty grave.' he lamented 

■ Nothing imich is known about ENr Shah's literary efforK bul ht ui , 1ld 
JuvE Llim F 4 - l! ^ WL “j * '•'•*-• l*«lr.v Was an Qbwsslfln will, kbrn Shah ! h LVl1 . 
lun^M i, pool. , li •• IT m qslcmparn oampraittans. i , kw Iht* jest di% hi- ivmtc 

™ ! 7 ra5UWTT1 th - OF Gu.Lhw iv hr: was nor, js Abdpllih note. ''pjirlmiljirtu 
guod-tooking" 1 “ 

I 4'jl nut l iJi/Ic 1 fl? .milJJc Pnni5ltY;i7jt, 

When J hr.'jiJrJ him, I ,iri ■Jisirci-frif, 
arJd aptrrifli fijrV 

Chaptei l 

■ , kj m™ dl ^ irt issr. and Askari In 1555 ihcy Jived tong enou S h fo hKir 
: .hDLit Hwmayim a rB^anquMt of Hindus tan. and the acoessum of Akbar 

■ Akbir was I he first Mughal emperor who wus a ru tuftl-bam Endian, bul fir 
hlkd ™ JndwnhlHjd in film he was m fart mine Persian ihap Mughal m blood 
^ his mother, as ive[l dunuyunS mother, were F,rsianii 

w « J'M Anafij; he grew „ altocfied to hex that 
the L.ithuT Jflski.moftwfs accused her of practising mtcignift to mmient the 

' n , L '' h ™ m 1 ; 1 '^ 5 mik frnm Jri -^ ^ B husband d- the JT nrr 

. pJ : ''', VT yUn , -' LM r ' Hhu G,1J1 ^ ^e lout ,i| Kanjiip, he was Latex 
pn.tn thr title ^Iga (Paster-fa Lher) Khan, and p me to become Vakil under 
Akhar hul on'y to be miudwd won after by Adham Khan, th, Lviou-, Mn 
nl another faster-mother. Muham Anapa 

N^irn Kh m' 1CCTrd ' n? ^ *" r * Eah?d 111 Hamid a; her hu*|>d 

■ WIvt. kamidii (nmed f lum.vajn m Kabul, Akbar via s brought befo™ a ™ n 

or women, and the- ibid. iVn about ton*, [S illt j to ha v, 'recognized L.- fi 
eri=i- and run , to tor though he had not s™ h L -r -mce hr was fhc slntv 
ib pbviiiibDe j^ktar ha.il ijxcerLion ,| V im .i m..TT-.-.rt , . ' ' 

«»*-» - <-■ g? S3 . ZlS tK ? k ,1,c 

lh ™ *«* hlm W“<i Ills tutliin and bra^glu k. ln dwvn 'h, 

. 1W n, a. anny thal c „ wd Henlu „ ,, 
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Ah ul rail stales Hut th': Mughal army w.vi nniy Id'.yH] strong, u t)U( perhap.9 
only 50ii|] were men oi b.ittle rf f but YriHgar menhofis, lhai they had 2b OfXl 
vavaliy. thougfi two paragraphs Liter m hLs otcounl h- says that th>. Miigtiai 
airmy drrl not exceed ho«e and fwl ' Hefiiu'n army n put U< -10, WX) 

cavalry by Yadgar [ahAPgir says thfll Hemu had a Inro of rOJUV -■ ujhi 1 i Bjram 
Khan' Jr four vr five Ihousrmd 

■ V'adgnr menuons Ihnt Akbar struck prtisir.iiL - l lernu with his sword bul Abu] 
F,«l and lindauni slate tiiot Akbar refused NiitaituirJilm sny-:. ih.il ‘Hir-un Knaq 

(hen pul Hamlin lc.i death with his nwn hand " drilish iiWtori#n& maintain 
Hint Ihe ttory of Akhat's refusaJ is a cover-up by court hastorjans Bul -hat is 
ills! conjCtftoae. If seems: out of dhafficlcr tor Akbar to hit ,in anurt nntl 1 1 ■■ I [ ' l«r ■ - 
jrrin Nor can we assume that Akbar. a wil/ul JuLd. waaLd have aulDmabcally 
c'ompliL'ii Willi Uiram Khan's wish Siys Jahangir "Not dehlmg Hb hand 
witlv his It-Ecmu'sJ blond, he [Akbar] told nn^ of has servants In an! caff Ills 
head. ,r 

FurShex. if Akbar had indeed fleshed HkMsu, H wcmjd nc-t liave btEn 
concealed, but trumpetftl. by Mughal chwniciere, al least in orthodra Biidaum. 
as a nlruitcirinus deed, tor an their rm tllAl would have mad« Akbar a ighazi. 
j slayer of ir.tadd:; 

■ When th, rtws of Hemu's Jefe.il reached Delhi, ’vt la+jurceful --aft — yes. 
there was a woman behind hr success — escaped to Mm-y.it with fits trWSUfe. 
fir Muhammad Khan pursued her, Eiul she managed to istodu him Ncnrus 
lather war.- bowflW CJpluifld in Alwar, 3 J ir Muhnmmad ntTerc-d lo save hu. hi" 
if he changed Ids religion, hnt he rehised "Tor eigjhly veat-i 3 have worshipped 
my gtui, according la this ft-hginn ' said the nld man "Why hoirfd I uieretv 
Irani fear of my life, ivithuut understand ity ji, ccjne inlD ymai way of worship? 
Atvgen?d, P» Muhammad, as Abul J'.ixl putSi it. -"aiMwcxti him with the tongue 
of has sword 1 '' 

m Th raw mg Adham Khan Ju-nd first Lrtimi the harem tinrarnf was ■ pUfiisfiiirlcnt 
tsasml on the principle of- •retaliiihOTl— aa Adham Khnn hnd mtCavo hcao fan! 
into a prthjbMsd oic.i. he had In he thrown auE head first (Aurnngria ts sana 
to have mflioled a similar punishment nn his daughcer-s parnnuDui ) 

Chapter 5 

h ]t le usually reccirfcrl I hat A^bar Sl*pi for JelsI Iku-ce hours at j%ht but this 
jihould be lakm no! as a pr-eosi' measum oi lime. L'-ul .inly • , uecrth'onaj 
wji tn' sajnng li‘.Jl he slept iitik Jah.mgir -jy± that Akb.,r s’ept li:n- .ilwut tour 
,ir,rl hoif hnnrfl Abu! Fails ilij-lajEed descnprion of Akbar's ,.Lur. -dicdule 
indkolel <ha,t he slept for wiv«n amd hall hours .As For Lhu i-.itore r-| Akbar. - 
sleep. Abul FaiJ xays lhai it wni ' sruifu Likr waking" 

■ The name of Ehc Amber princess Akbir marraeb is nu( rKocded Her royal 
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htk was Maryam Zarniini (Mary oF tilt Agpju and she wa* burred, like a 
m a. sepulchre rifai Akbar's tomb ,n Sikandra 

■ A potential nvd] to Wbar'i throne tv.w Ahi.il Kasim. Kazan's sdfl, a ihehtlv 
□Id IT childhood fn end nl Akbar Trim his Kabul days. Abul by hlnuclf was 
probably harmless. b u I : Ihtic wjs no saying who would use hum Tor whal 
purple iVpunst Akbnr Akbar therefore prudently kept Jum m pfj*n n , n 
Lnw.i l hi- and lalrr, during the Uibeg rebel I inn , had him executed, Ed deny him 
lit rebels .ns- a pretender to the throne 

m ham Etaqpvab wts a princes of the anaerir Chandri dynasty of Mahobn Sh- 
bid. according tn Mughal dumietera, the ''complete share of beauty And grjere" 
and was nureover "dislmguisjfed for murflfje. rnurist'l and munifigenoe" She 
peraonally led the Ctond army against the MughaL*, riding .1 mighty elephant, 
«n-.| when the batik' Lvas lost, she plunged a digger into htr chest and ■"died rn 
n virile fcmhkiw". preferring death to surrender, says Nizamuddfn Ahmed 

- Badaum no Hatfuls m thy Mughal army: "a Hindu wfelds the sword of 
J-Slam 

Akbar rxTL-d to tmeou rage the formatian or mixed regtmimfe or Hmdiis and 
Muslims They wen- not pnpiijar, hut the tower pay cf Rajput soldiers w.i-, an 
inducement tor amitt to recruit Rajputs (o fill their quota Blaring tire ftsim of 
Jahangir, Mahabpt khans contingent was predominantly E,i|p U ( " 

- Historians generally, following Vincent Smith, hold Maraiir euilty of treason 

b- jS th c evidepw ,s against ,t What h Curious about the mmm.n.itme fotton is 
lh.it they vttn- all fallen lo Manfur, so lint their gmuinen^ rtLt , be 

imn-diandy verified Though Abul Fazl and Mnmdr rate do refer to fetters bv 
idansur. n ls nn! stated where and when thev Were found or what they *11 ft 

tt Sending umirtnir g&bn A»d Bog Jo the Derain, Akbar ordered, J Tnu must 
remain m each pbre so king as m„y be ne™ry, to tolled whatever 
f ' may Mvre at Fme depharib and Mre jeiveli Ihreughm,! then dumn™, 

. Dnnt; “ Wl *' > TrU >™y y™ may k«p. I wan l nothing but their 

' “* cbrpbanls and -welt You must nnl relax your effort* as long 

“ rL “ ** de ?>nfc nr ram jew*] OU T of your grasp m the fJakhin ." 

hit good fortune Lame cak-braled in 

the .saying. As rirminat,' as Afch.ir. 

Chapler li 

■ Irkc-J by tbs; nn h-Mui| im vehemence of the LJL | n the Jhadat Kharva a 

m.i.lnh out* challenged tfo-m to .1 fire-walking urdrnl. saying ”[.,,| U5 u* 
pcit fire, and m the preserice of H15. Mafatv wt will ujm thrmin-K r ri 
" Ww *“* “ W r Ml .1 p.ovt ,hLby 11, e 4 th nf £ Sl&£ "F 
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_ the fire was made, the mullah putleil ime of thu J*--ulb by l he cnat and 
exhorted, "Come on, ia ihu name of Gtid 1 1 dill ihe h«uit shrank away fo 

writes Badaum- . . , K 

Abu! Fn^T says that it was a Jt-wuH who 1 pnipcwi-d the ordeal, nut the 

ninth h iinrp-ily spurned 111 Monsurratc -ays ihal the proposal Was made by 
,. iiitj jr to ho mil Info 3 wicked mu I Mi who professed great sanctity, but that the 
r r .,Lui-, re-fo^ccl In cditaborale. 

■ When Aquiiviva celehrafed I hr Holy M.''ri (which involve i ftikmg a >«? ■- f ' 
wine ^rvd oilrig a small pteffl of bread as pen of the Hrvinu M>’Sk-ry> Akba:, 
w bn attended^ cvjmmenfcd lansmgly. 'nfou ale in i drank, bul did not mvd- 
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P tomelimril the Jesul.te answered taunts wilh wil. ferome XavurT, when tiKed 
whv more Christ liUl* than Muslims were possessed by dtiVilf, lepluru dial Hu 
dwil. having the MusElms akeady in his power ctnlJd dfrord hi neglect Ihoffl. 

■ Akbar had in hiS own eVM, one ^lifiatetm to b* 3 pmphvt— tie wav 
stlitur-iLe. "The prophets Were *01 illdr'Ml t '." Akbar usod to pool (U aod 
ihoughl that d wuiitd be gppd for believe if h«F » ^ mtTl B 

, A possible matin.' ril Akbar induing Lhc rnfadiblhty Decrrf could ha vs been 
hfc desire to kpprd|nafo the ^kphnl authorH> Frem tin OelunHna 

, Abul Faarl was emu of the- most rolourfiil amir- m Akbars , i.rl He '.■• n .1 

man of “ t^f***!? ?3TiM d 

Klrairimary app^ila Ma^ir-iil-L 

consumed daifcv LwunlV-two iwm (nearly fourteen kilu&i of feid 

Fazl was in Ihu Deccan, his fable luxury exceeded nil bebef In an immense lent 

one Ihousund rich dishes were daily «snFud up vnj lli.ru.im. ^V n: ' 

,1 ii.nrhii la r E£ lent was pitched ior .ul-ccrr r >■? <>a ’lint. 

p™» «5 «*»y #» 111 **> - d ** m,: " - 

“ V ^, Sal'll', a „ "ta^a t » U n.tU . Abjd fad, Mte l* «>, 

B, u "v,a„ k f UK aulh>« »l Ml* TnFaUibHiM Damv I lad btwha, Fa,ai 1 1 

hht, jJi Mu - court] wns a Sufi, s a his ndijpous views were m 

W^knowr. pnrt ioj ^ ^ ^ A ^, Fm] - s phtromsnal 

harmony with lh » .ijrmtr.es.- as a court rr and his flair mt elegant 

«-* “ 't'S. ,S m£ Am ,«*. .had soph.si AMu. fbri mid 
FlaLtErv, n lie h , j i mmln ^it l Mac he iKked ■ ITi'ny 

cmivichon ., p- ■ I a.^nhnllv TruJhful— describes him as otfiamv- 

bumJnSl " '™i..tu,lly studying th, emperor s wh L ms, a 

time- serving, ^ . ,. 0 when Ii.iHumi In private chnlk-ngud Abul 

. n” tU,,l L , nsplJuH ; n r^nt, I v. ,h V w -mdar n-r 
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decribw Abu I ftzJ ,is one who lud 'cstePled m wisely mt \ 
k ' j1 hjd burned htmsotf outwardly wilh Ow jewd af sincerity and sc-Ih 
'■ '" m > LltFter Jl y 1 h'wwfy price Afcbar >. .-.ii.L-cf and admired Abu I l4 s | and it 
^ to him I hid he entruiled the task of preparing ihe chronicle of his reipn. 
n '- vising him In riftl? with ihu pen l>| unayrily lb account of rhu 
-.'ywnfe and of cur dommiBn-infn-aiiing Vk'^riw" ALud Fa?l added 
5™ P |,IT y af lhci!,lJ filPnoita mv-HTsls hut hr cToki not seem to have 

, 1 lads is nitl^b wnilu, he daim». '‘with a pen purrumnd iwi|i 
Wncenty H 

'.hul i-.-.-l ivi- born un J-Slli jam in 1551 he died aged f i ft\ -1 w a. i >i Ann 
eKtradimi his parents- originally hvrd m Smd. bus lale* mou-d into feaiaEtKun 
■in. I Sell led down ,il Nagnur. \bul FlH entered Akbar's service il the nr ill 
rwcnty-llirce— which he calls Hi ‘'second tarlll' 1 - -and muc Id bea cammemds-i 
n: 4000 Hu wav a brilliant foil for Akh-ir's Intellectual jausts. and woa as nuirh 
J rimpamnn at a cinurtier, to ivhnnn Akb:n nnce said tpuvtmfl 

5crarc rv thc mghi and pfoT.wm* mtitwrJjgfif 
1 UrsH Tii MSfr fo thee iUI h-i.TrJV il -tll^rF 

a Once Akbai was gated by a d^r during a Mint, mid "one nf I he testicles 
hvje I oca rated, and blood flowed The injury, because L if A k bar's tieglccl 
1-ecEnw winous, otid (he swelling Increased The application id thfr 
medicine was lull fo the writer of Oil- braik uf fortune " say*, AL<u| Fazl. 

* Tudflr 3 ^Mln fr™ but I HI If Is known atwul his baeknound 

m *i k ™ jn hff undo* £h<* Shah, for there * 

a ruJ, ' r ; , lLn B ^ i1tJ °ned m Mughal diromclr, ns an OUtstandlite mai^m of 
m.iri-v’. ip whom hh e-r Shah had entrusted Lho Kinalrudion nf th c fort hF Robin 
in t unjnb 

- A r ad man hrif ■' "'- 1 J g'^at • todai Mai is beM remembeied 

fnr orjtalgnjg the Muf-haj rnc-mie system, in which his u -nlnbulion was areal 
nnd waa d pmbbty ha.e even firater E,nd he b«n pjjrtbdfea llv Slled 

m W--1 - Hl ; ,ml V ,IM "- 1n Ahul F ^l- wan that he was 

iO-hmpcred . nhdurate ihd vm^live 'Ttmugh Tudar Mid ptWsas a ahaiD 

nnd^ ^ LC1£ ^ and ^k« affairs, | do not like 

pndp. .^bar B said In IttVe rtinuxked, a^brJing to Shah Jahan quoted bv 
Auran^b -He ^ed with hn^ty fho ab.4ce of JrS/ T V Tl b?, 

^ f j hl!I . E ' L '" H "°™P Ldlt - r m ^ s tl man jitra bon. WquM that he had nut be« 

E ftlL J| “ J '- h ' 1 ^arl ana ttcqmie strength and '-ubsl^n- e It hi^,-i r - 

™ in , 

r m “ 111 -«W .S h, w„ 

ht was metimpaMblc ,r " m setn ‘ ur r ‘ 1tfiei 

Mai ™j louahy (. Ctaaa, wtwi a altcer 
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d*ir#lbrfieii sumii temples m Vjmn>.i an d cnnverhd Uii-m Jnfu ai Muslim 
schold, Tndair Mut punished htm by rjclc-renlmg him i-.i-.| hi- wji , rnu 
nnupe ot Hie ?gu for practical wisdom and In.^wormim: . M > was |- ., r i|, 
Jusid of marials for superstnion nnd bigohy," say* Ahul Fa/J "H G ru U w.i> 
ill-si until he had pw lm mt'c m :i -.ncaal fnJfirier hjj iduli-wonihip ip- 4 had 
adored them -if ter a [hbusami fashions, he would not .ilh-wj to h^smfs.s nor wit 
c,r drink Suddenly, in the tarnwil vi moving ramp, ihu idols of ihi ■,mpin-- 
were JosL In his heartfelt folly hi- .sb, indent'd sleep and f,„H His M.ijL-stv had 
cum p.i-y ion Oh ham and .idmintsteTwl ctrnscilaliOns tu hrm lif reenvyred 
■M-imewhat and addressed himsdf tn his duties 

Under Akbar we 1 1 Fit nnbn? Tndar Mat in pcrfortrunR militar, Jurn-v 
□nil he would later distinguish himsL'Ef in siwiunl ,-nmpaigrp. bu he Ls Ekse 
reme mbered as a revenue admin Is I n for I la was fust asslgnscf |u revenue work 
hy Akt'.ir in 1??4, when tu - Was sent In Gujarat Tl: uff^iniie Ehu reviimje^ .if tout 
tii-wh, conquered province. ,ind it. did such a thoctmph job [hijrrp mvasuri ,. 
thc tand and grading; it according fo '-i>jJ r naluit- of irngatmn jncJ rT vi pj 
grown tlml the pravirce w,is yodn yielding five million rupves ■•; surplus 
revenue a year; Titdnr Mai was pjnhnbSy afso dssncialcd with rnc graded 
orjgant3.il itin of foe biueaucrac}*, Hu* tfonversnin of fiefs in In crown londn .tr ; J 
foe icpulatinn requiring thr branding of har.ses, w-Juch were all cni hated arc-und 
the- titiw Tod.ir hlal was sum Co GupraJ Later he K-nred .p Afcb.ir*; Dfwan fur 
I'L’vtTii I years, and was .is^Hajtrtl with mn^l oJ the revenue referans di Akbar 

Gellktig on m yt'iirs, m when Akbar u a-, in Kabul. Jig, aet-iirding to 

Abut Fail, submitted a petilsan t a Akb.ir ih^C -'old agL^ and SiCl-ncr:. nad 
prevailed over him" .Kid snughi 'permbsidn 3o reign m order that Jiu miyilil 
gn to 1 lie- F mk ol Ihf G.mM jntf ‘.pend hjs fast brcadis m n-rm mr-i-ring Gf«f ' 

At First Akbar iigiLisd to nrliWc him,- end Todar J.L sat out on hi- pildjnmjgiv 
but 'afterwards admonitions urere sunt lo the elf-Art ihil no w. .-,'nip nf God 
was -.-quaJ to tlw -y-iftPlin^ of the oppressed, and (hsl il would be better for hi 
tn give up his kIl'.l foi n'tcre-rntjit i .ind lo spend fo:- last breadi in '.erring mun 
md lo make that thc prnvision lor In', final pinney Akbar'-. order leocfird 
Todar hial near Lahore and hu obeditiritiy tLimcri back, bul only tn die dji |j„ 
way, ui Novenibor 159^ 

Tenia r Mai's son, Raja Kalyan served utseW i. lnjigu 
Chapter 7 

a TheeaFticsl n-terencc ls> thi’SAltesrAriiirkill haisun fJetiir celebrated in folklicul 
i 1 .- lo be found in die juumnl fo Wdlum Finch an English mcrdijiit m India 
from 1f-35 to In 1! ^Tvde visiltee Lahore, Finch r-ny - he - jv, m flit; suburbs of 
ihc fown F'lvilhnui the town, te th* way 4ij i|w Eaidans'’) "a fame minumenl 
for Don Sha jDn myall hi'v mother, nne of Ihu Acabar h:s wives with whom it 
in -iaid Aha belim had It? Jo I her name wj* rfoin# que Kvlh pr Pom^rajiite 
fo-mellj, upon notice of which I he King i Akbar | casiseci Lit Ic be inefosed 
qtdeke withJd wall m his muhoLI. Where hee dyed and I tie Kmp (joltangirf 
in token of hii low, commands J sunptifowi tmnbe cis be built oC stone m the 
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rnid^s of M JouFi-’hciufirr garden richly Willed with a gate and divt-r ruckus 
over It Tito cn.JlfreXi.ty of the torrstu lie hath willed (0 be W rO light tn worker nf 
gold, with a large faire jounler with poorntn. iivtor-lwad 

Nu Olhni contemporary write r intention* Ihe Arurkali sncidenl but the 
shm is laid hv ifintc late Mughal writers liki Kh-ii Khan \ building Ml 
Lahore {used .v. 1 parish church in the second hall ot the nineteen 111 Wnluj-y, 
and later an a record office) i* often pointed out as ihi 1 tomb that Jahangir bulk 
fill Anarkth iin Ki.s accesjuun Thu inscription on iht p resu mud Uimh (if 
Anarkali E would giVp I hank. unlrt my Qv i til 1 ] [he day fit rMumxijfiri, if (inly 
I behold (he face of my beloved once more " 

Around mg to Willian Findx AiurknJl hV'ih Ihe mother That would 

inake her it le-asl Llmtevn yeari older ihan Salim as Salim was bom m t 5 K? ami 
Daniya] ip 1572 Tins age diiFerewe, instead of making the- -si-na-v improbable, jn 
fact make's it probable, given the Oedipal tensions behvecn Akbar and Ssiim 

b fahangir on h3ur Jatrajl - mark- mar .hip "My hunl'srren reported to mi (hat 
there Was m the neighbourhood a tiger w inch, grearh dEabeswtJ Ihe [rthiibifante 
1 ordered htg :etreal to be closely samwnded V- 1 itll a number nt eJeph,1nte 
Tuw.mds evening E and mv aUenifaRti m- ninteil and Wmi out As ! had made 
.1 VoW nol In kill any iinimnl with mi nwr hand*. i (old Nor Jilwn hi urn my 
Ruu-ki- r The smell r>: ihu tiger made (he elephant very rvr.ik-> and he would 
on 1 stand sLill, arid to lake gend aim from -i how dab a, n Vciy dlfikuil feat, 
Mira Rustam. wElm jh'Ict mi- hns. no c-qual as a maiksman, had Pm rl three or 
jour 'ihots from an elephant's back, wilhout effect. Nui f.th.in. however, killed 
thin tiger at the first shot 

■ [nmnd-ud -daul .i w.v, an aesthete ivhn devoted Ins leisure to rhu- 'study cif" 
po«»»y -'nil style " says Mutarrud Khan, ltimnd":- wife. Asnuil Hr, -gum. was ihu 
inventor of attar of rows., which became renuw nricl as Altar-i-Jdhangii i. l"ht 
name given to the piirhln^ by Salima Begum Writes l.ihangn h ,s nF 5 Lich 
streng lb m perfume that if one dmp be rubbed on Ihe ji.ilm of the hand il 
scenls. a whole JssembJy, ,ind it appears as trmany red powbuds had blcsimed 
,it once There .is no tnlier scent of cqu^l eafceUecvc? Hi it 

■ Among ihe presents offered by Roe )o Jahangir was ar. English coach, which 
.;n-i the Easl India E.-mnpan.y L^l pounds and 1 1 shillings, Jah.iny.rr got I lit 
roacli jfffwfcbhtd fur Nur Jjlian'fi, iisc, ,in,d bad a replim of :t mode kically for 
his own ust— Ihc Mughal emperor on or sat on .i 'ladtilcor hfwdah or carnage 
tin which jfiynnc else Ltad hfd. 

lahanyLr Wan led Roe In procure fur him seme English- dngs arid an English 
heuse, be thought that if sin were sent by -,mp from England, ai least nne might 
survive 

“ S^ihrKHt was cured, and the matter w* reported in 

Jahangir, fw said ''"is. Itwy will no dciiibl cnnfiiiie to be miilti well n they be 
nnt dHrpnvpd of Jjg^n bv hi* Lm^thers " ■ 
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a According: bi [ep r end, when Mumlat tv.is \n J.ihuui' with hut last > f'd I rli- 
baby Of Led in I he w-omb portend mg- the death of [he muihix itn childbirth A 
wumon wild dies on childbirth is ctMIsidvrtid □ dirfjW t martyr) anti Hit Enmb 
an ora, .i bmly spot 

a On Mumlia's death. Shah Julian, "gavi* up ihe proelin of plteeking out ^r.-n 
hair" from htH beard, says Qlzvini. 

■ The Ti] had tnirH>r construe linn flawv, ,i n--.l it tieg.m I" In f scuin after it was 
built, as Aumngzeb mporled tp ^hah Jahan when lie ■ sih-l In Denimber 
|ti5'2 Repairs were tnmcid out, appUrmily iviib ucccv Minor cracks Wire 
noiippd in 1S1D, FS74 and 1937 

i Dim's Persian hanslflllon ol I lie Uplnishads, icftdweti m turn mti L.ihn irui 
published in Eiirtipe a certturv .ind Tiaff i.ilar, in IflO-l was read by Schn.pcnhnuiT. 
the German pbilr^cipher who :,pHiike uf the book ->■ Hie solace tif "iiy life, Ih? 
S-tdaci" nt my dv.llh" 

m Aurangatcb's agreement witfi Murad to pamlH n ihe empire, .t« given m his 
IcttiT [p Murad "Whereas the dtmign of acquiring ihu threrne r-n*. nm h E -,-n ,:-t 
on faoE, and all (my) pious aim is to uproot the bramble rif idolatry md 
infidelity from the realm tif Ifilnm and rn ovcrwhelcn and crush the idnJalra'j' 
chief with his follmvwi* and btrDndlpld^ so that the dust of dtolurb.lrrt m 
be allayed in l tinduSJan.— ^nd whiireflS. my brother, dear as my OWn huari, h - 
jihJitdi me irv Lhis boly imtvrpi ise has confirmed anew '-'.-(th strong protean uv. 
of} faith the terms of cn-opEfiHoli ibcrivuim prieLmuslyj built nr. promise 
and (sulEis, and lias agreed that Jifter the cwterpatton ■ I Ijit irifflniy oF Oiureti 
and State and the seTtknveol of public affair- he will v. firmly .» lbs- 5bUiun 
of alliance and Mp r and in this vi-ry manner, at all tEmc j - -md pfiCt-i, and in 
all works, he will be my companion and partner, she fffend m my Frtfnds. ^be 
f w (31 my nn ,J will nut Osh fnr any- land besides cV porti"r, cl imperial 
domiciioiw Ihat will be L-ic In him n! his reauc-d ,- Ihm-tfinr. 1 wnh dial - 
lon^ as [his biothix does net display any (conduct) opposed to tmeoess of atm 
oneness of hbirl. .md tru|hniI;ne#A my Imre and favour lo him wdl daily 
H1CPWW! I shall consider onf InSttS -md gains as olike, and at ah times and 
under all conditonn:"' f shall bl ip hgriu l shall favour him even more than now 
; .Mcr my objrtthan bet" Anir-rd and the ged toreakren idolater has been 
Dverthrown \ Jiall k«p my premise, and. as previoitvlj- rauled, * shall traW 
to him the Punjab, Afghamshio, Kashruir. and Sind EJhakkai and Tattn),— ihe 
ivEinte of Lhal regiWi to the Aribun Sea. and I shall make nn phjBcliuri tn n As 
soon <he idolater h-is bem ronted out and ihr bramble of Ins tumult lus b<en 
WEuded ou 1 nf dw garden ui die empiri^tii which work -.m ir help and 
.id^rijp u. no-u^irt- l shall WLlhpul lhc Jlhsi delay giy.- you leave to go tc 
n.i' , E mbury As lo- Ihe (rulli uf this disiio: 1 nkir idud and r™p|>*-( wiCnesses!' 
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Chapter 9 

m Mumlaz's enffln ia directly Ix-low Hie point of [he central diT-nii: ( jf ihc T.i|, 
Hi.ita Jahan's aifrstt in one fide n£ II, for the custom lva* (hat the fir^t tu Lite 
(he cnntr.il position. ill Wra.% Ihtt iamu ipr^geflWtll irt Etimad-u.d-^ALlJiih's tomb abii.J 
The rlml>i of Shqh coffin is hoWWEr slightly hlghtr lhar. !lu( of Miunfez 

■ lm.lt.iliv, the holy men ot Mecca rdu^d [v a.x'ypi gifts frtirn Aura n^zc-ti, 

because he had impn.Mhnci! ha father .mil tourprd the Ihttt Mill Inter llieir 
cupidih gut I lie K-ller of Lheir pnncipk's and I hey acfeplud the gifts— mi| onh. 
llinJ thi* hlmil d Mevcj began to appm-pnatf tor hjin^ff ihc money Aurangrcb 
3L i nl far charity. sn ttnvaira Ihe end of fus life \urFin;TFk i b had to ask hlu Vizivr 
1,1 ‘deirfae bL ' ,mi ; means b> > . In. h the hands of this unrighteous vtutboT rn.iy 
mC h - ,IJ '' ■* 1" lvnk J the ns];, of (hi: mnnty being rmsjppmpn.dcd. hr [hce-. 

“V* ■'■ndiny. M m -.mail amounts through \iab trade*. tyflsrimg die SfvifiE 

■ Acciot<t mg in Manured, during Atnai^refci'* VXH iHnions, .Rjiojhanara dicraton.’iJly 

tLH ^ C ' 1 " IT R B " ! JlElTI a nc3 would not f : ! .-I ■ -ni ■ bill hur mvn . nntid.ine ft) bee him 

nrxe l-.-i.t, dragging his wife N.mab' Bni by if.r h.-.,r tVwui the royal dSnilfcT 

" lhDLJ 5 1 ' Swhi iiBliktfd Hindu customs he unre w$h> (o Bid.ir. hu. 

L-; ■ J-i -n ■ If. billyh hi we.gh the bodv nf n person .jurist gold, silver, reppet, 
loisv mi and other corrunuditics [and giving away ihu vsElh- nl thu- weigh r In 
Hi-mt}'| is runt the practice of the counliy of our ancestor ,md nf the 

Vlo..t»,nmq ( |ansQf Hi is country, many rvwdy nnd |^K^r r emma .ire benefited by 
1-1 !V pr.L.licc Hl- ,-i I of, t-J li,b suns to be willed in'! IhdKtsce&sy from 

iltnesA, tor Lhu money Co hr given away m dianty 

;; *T ia(et J'r -rmri.i fLjnssa camndns). e n 

SjlLrS | h A iTTV fl :torl ,jf dlE ^' 1 ^ 5™» ctvEled khardab- He 

4»lLki?d: the Jridian habit of chewing pAnn. adopted by (he Mogbais "Niui.H 
..hyw paan. he saya with eorL disiasle 

" t Ui L ’ " | - ljll ^ hlH ' ^ bmn ^' 1 Bl ‘K uni ^ a P^rnn of literature and (Jiti 
f, ]■ Zn ! l ■' ! '" filJJ±t ? hL * W K “* J the value nf l L -nm,r, K , m d 

' Z f 7***1' T Se1 " !1 lH " and reading vi books 

ml Tdi! k ' nd i _ a ^ liritl ™ hr ^proving the lot of dehetare and r ,f(ed 

'Z * hL r rV 1] " J ' lk ‘ ° f ^ no Z hi, 

Lin. Mj^MusiaiJ khan S|w wroU- .i hemk nnl and quatrains ondi-r the 
pL-n-namt- Makbfr, the Cn^wafed One 

\mprmd fm her v:am F | ]( r,ty m I'rtnce nkba^i rebctQnn ibe ihenl il 

’ ib ‘ ! ' ,L ' 1 ' l,tR m <-'f SaEfmgarh, . m d lIikH ib iTQfl ?hr was 

buried m Gie Carden of Tlhurty Thousand ’TtL oulside^ th e r . 

DeUN, tier lomb h-m later deTnoliibed (o lay a railway track "' 

- D»»*r^ of delta, c flt^ There was ^ a monk among th, bandr^ 

Ed.h 
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■V loChed in Starlet" and playing pcILy dvvpnl. s.,vi Vb&Jcd h.- JVrr .. t 
-On (hi'- Lipcil (lie notorious Fra-Id.U1, an Anguythlian monk, rei^nyd. in ,i peltv 
Sovereign, during many yemv 1 " 

The most notmsmjf, oF iJw humpi.jn desperadisi'd u. ib Vil iHli.m CKirettllVirs 
TiSmo, A rortugut-H! a li yen hirer who c-iplurixl Elandwif mil i ourpf* f oh' r 
islnrili Jl UiU mouth ul the Gangs, nnd 'hmiukiI the rrasta] nu.v- ml! [he mnn', 
srms ef (he C*anga piltyging ««i ensliivmg l-Je w-j? evenlunlly jpicjhwj in rm- 
■\rnkiUH}!iB, and driven nut nf S-.ridwjp The txmrfili ihereJiilLT served en ih-- 
jni.-rfi-nanthP of (he AraLinuse king, raidini; BfJIgjii nn behalf or (In- kblg and giving 
him haif I hy ji hinder far providing Ihem A Saturnian, m C ht((ag( u ig. Shilyuifj 
Khan tirtfie .tskiNl Cth- bandtl;. after he had induced them Cn delecl ki If • Mogh ’ 
whflt pay Hw Aralymee king had aligned to them, and thej replied Our saLir. 
WSS the -Mughnl empire We consider,, f jfic whole id is our jagir 

Chapter 10 

■ Aurnr.gzvb on Uengnl A hell well -blocked with hrt'.td." 

» Stiahji was named aflttr a Nlusrim sage Shah Shan: lm A hni.ii1o.igii ; bi 
whttte blEssing ivtsilnfl. chlldtess ku lonj' tiid ,| Stun born t" him. ,it;vr his 
supplication;, to Hindu del tits Mahadev ,:n.l Shaivanj h.id proved frultleis 

m Dunni; the Mugliol ssege of Furdnrfh.n Mamn l*i, who w,i ihcn in ihe t an . . 
f»i tsingh, and used play raids ivilh Inns ai nigh I met bhivajl when he fShivap) 
came into cha rap s torn one night Bhivaji wanted Eo kRuiv -i ivliich country 
Manucci was the min, -in.l ],u Singh ^aid Lh.il he y.is.i Feringtus rajn 1 hey ,T;aL 
again several dines later, talked ,ihmt CNrh.h.imn,' and the kings of Eiitope 

a Shortly before he died Shivajl wrote ,i fang lefter to In- younger brother 
Ekojj, catLing him lo ailcml to Singly duties Many days r-..ivf elapsed ivjihiiLil 
my receiving j[Ly lellc.- from vim, and ui censequence J ^rti. m»| tn nmfarl he 
wrote ‘S.igtso Fun l n,i - now written that jfoo, having pEated mdandhbly -i 
y;!inim luifare youraeif do not fake care nf vaur peison. nr m rinj ivny Jltirnd 
to youiScIf a? rpiciheily; nbr tie you keep up any grent days or n lignru) 
fesbvals Vnui fri-vips are jn.ietun. and v.-u Jia-L.,' no mjnd |n nniplnv jiiMiraetf 
on slate affairs You have fetWlte J Byragee ireciuiej And think of nullum: but 
to ail in one plan: aqoD'urmd hu]y, and let lime wear iw.n J .mi -lorprucd, 
when I reflect, ch.i t ynu how dir F,iflie."s OTampl!; bL-ki:,- you — h*nv did he 
ei icii urilei and yuruiimnl all difficulCii.t, piTfarm gtt-.il acfmns. - •■• yi- til 
iJ.mi-nr.s by his spin I and resniuhon and anjuire j rtnowrt hicli he oiatntaincd 
til fim l.i.st' (s il then fill you, in tin- i L‘rv rmiJ.st nf uppurtunin to bounce 
.ill w-.i/ldEy affairs,- and turn Byre^Li'— n> gtvp up your affair? la pe/sons who 
will dwmji ytiur i-i.iIv—Im futnyaur properly nnd m|uie vnur hodU^- In- ilrh 7 
‘ Whal kind of ivodmn lh thiv." Shwaji -onsjnLt^l. "□niJ what wUI [| und 
in? TJimw uff dv ■pondeno', ■■<yrnt\ ytmr day.- pmp«]y ! : ,.rv:l to f:r.(y 

teasli,. and customary iisages. nnd ain-nd to your peygeinzd com torts UMjk to 
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thi- empIpyniEnt of your people. lhi‘ dtaiptictt i't your. army, .uni lurn your 
attention. In affair* of mantenl ind gain firm- and renown What ji 
CO mJwrt and happiness it will Lx 1 to me to hear the praise and fame of my 
yatm^f brother Altove all da not ha slp-lhful . This Es (hi? litre} lor 
p^rhtnming great actions Old age is rK._- season for turning Byrep-rc.. Arou^-t 
bestir yourself | «;| me Key wlvd you can do. Whv slwiild 1 write more, you 
are wi»r.~ 

* On Shiv 4|i‘s death ,in mvEciLDn,'- of he; possessions was triten on the Oiciurs 
of Shumlihujir If list*, apart from treasure,, 100,00(1 pieces of gnld embroidered 
dolti 10LUXK! divpntta (scarves*. mm pieces of silk doth, 32,(XB quires of 
while paper. kg of pepper, 22LX1 k^ of ambergris, 45lin kg of gulul red 
powder used for Hull feh'va]),. 2?,7 kg of dried grjprj, 454 kg of almond, 
ncarEv 1>,EJOO kg of do Le-,. 1 1 ,350 kg of rixonul kinTn.4, bfll kg of cardamom, 
nearly Ih.OC 0 kg of tMlekul 22,700 Itg of ,T P rem, tH milium kg of snuff J.y 
nufiuir, kg nf p-iddv • - kg of gram, :s7 million kg of ghee, I K4 mLUlan 
kp ol ifluMard i’ll nearly TJi.HKl kg of honey, 3-l r O0O horsvn (if various ivpcs 
i-imds ..tin elephants, WD o>« : , lftH sheep, and I PDA m.iJi- and 
500 h ‘ m lle staves IV^iipcns were relatively tew m number, ns Mira Hu soldiers 
usii.vlly broughi their own weapons: only 500 Swards.. fiCKl landes. 4(Xlfl 
“P Kns ^ ld 1 te* 1 rfaSB® 3 fcishhd, bin there were 45.4 million kg at gunpowder 
and 22 7 milium man ball* ivhoLbi. btjoi&se ammunition was supplied Lw 
Ihn state 

■ KhaJl Khdn o". contrast between Shryap and Shniubhup StiViiii used hi 
Slim. □ tank be bad dug rwsir thi ion of Rnigiirh, and whjjh ilie women nf the 
trader-, ,ind poor poaplt camt b chav. water; he would giVc Lherr ehtldren 
fniil& .-,nd bik to Ihe women ns -lei hK mother nmi sugars When the mi 
descended to ftambha, he JiKq used Lo ,il upon this h.-noti and when I Ik- (ring; 
:nd daughtenv nf (he iynis enne k. draw Water, the vile dog would lay one 
hand upon them pilctu» and another upon their Woisl, and drag llu-m in Hie 

There fu would h.mdk them roughly and indecently, ,-inH detain Jhum fur 
a "wfisli" ,r 

m Aujto^gzeb to His -on and i'unmu Muazzam 'The passacfei &f mv 
hnftwtijpi — enmposod by E„. ,i Khar ALvul-mulk, |,ind giving the incident.! 

I rem the day flf my birth nil after my death— have all hw-n verified bv actual 
0Kp t -ni:na! In thnt horoscope ,t is wrilt^i rh-it after me w,H come ,, n Lmcu-r.,- 
igwmnt, namtw-imnded, pverpewbrad by injuni"*— whe?* words will be nil 
unptTfKf and whose pEare, wait be all tnunatum Jl L - wiEl act towards mma men 
will, » much prodigality as nlmnsl to drown Lhcm.. and (ownnds others with 

50 'I’ 4 ' 1 r ' AL " Jr 1D thc rcj( at l"“ Er J dvstrveHiin AH these ad mirabte 
cjuauup am praiseworthy charttcteristfc* found In your nature- 1 * 

m "» »ni *» o»««i ih e ye „ r m™„, W!itiro 
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Notes 



Dnt-cs in (hfr book gcneriilly COriftfrni to (Zilt.-i iti ihv Cambridge H&eiy of h rdrj, 
Vol IV 

Thc sources of all qubbltions 3 re given Jr thi- leut. All quotations, cinrepr -i few 
cornments by modem historians,., arc from works 'll lh^ Mughal period in .ibaul 
half a dozen mslnnccsi, the warding ni ihu tngiish britfuEatiOrfl oF Persian -.yu ryes 
has bean slightly altered, orsenfences from different tm rotations uitEgratcd fdr 
(3ic sake of clanty WhcfL- [iource'i liiffar m minur delad, 1 have rh risen thL- 
versLon that seemed plausible In me, or have L-ambiflud Im-s :Vosn different 
sources la tell ,i cPPJtMsn t and credible jlorjt— for instance, m lh*: dvr^npluiB o! 
Ptiiv-e Murad's .arrest hy Aurang'cub 
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